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From The Editor’s Desk.

This month’s issue concludes the condensed sewonoPreserving the
Faith. Whilst some of the issues spoken to refleetdoctrinal standards
and applications to Church regulations and starsdaelid by many Con-
servative Mennonite Churches in North America, awn they vary
amongst each other in application, there are aqpics that we can make
to our own situations even though we may not liveNorth America or
have established fellowships. Let us do what weatahas the Lord leads
us toPreserve the Faitlthat He has led us and called us to within the con
text of our individual situations.

Time and tide wait for no man and certainly tinee has continued to go
by at it's God ordained pace and once again wetfae®©Ild Testament pe-
riod of the Jewish Passover with it's sacrificeuniblemished lambs and
the painting of the doorpost with the blood thereosgignify to the Aveng-
ing Angel of God that those within were under thetgction of the blood
of the lamb in metaphoric terms, a people obediertod and ready to
move out to the Promised Land.

Once again | am blessed with the picture of @ldtTestament foreshad-
owing the New Testament Passover, the sacrifitheotinblemished Lamb
of God and the shedding of His blood with which ean be cleansed
(marked) so that when death comes to visit ug, iagvitable will, we will
not be afraid but indeed welcome the opportunitgdaocout and make that
journey into the Promised Land as the people afelsdid although ours is
a heavenly dwelling not made with hands (2 Coranki5:1).

Are you prepared for the journey brothers amstess, do you have your
feet sandal shod with the gospel of peace, do ywe lyour rod and staff to
comfort you and lean upon — the Holy Spirit. Araiyr@ady to be led by
the pillar of fire and pillar of cloud by day, regsenting the Word of God
which is our Lamp and Guide. Are you following Geathosen one Jesus
Christ as He leads us to the Promised Land?

This issue contains a sermon transcript entiedier of the Resurrec-
tion. Do you believe it? Do you live in it? | shédlave you to answer for
yourself. May the Word of God continue to be tharg two edged sword
in all our lives. Hebrews 4:12. Jv.L
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
Preserving the Faith — Letter of Jude.
Concluded from previous issue.

Part 2)The doctrine of the authority of the Church
Part 3)Separation or distinctiveness
Are these matters of conscience?

2) The doctrine of the authority of the Churchs this a matter of con-

science? Can | knowingly or carelessly violate tequirements and the
established practices of the church? As longaas hot caught it is okay?
Does this thing become a matter of conscience ® idave | imbibed that

doctrine of the authority of the church? If | cahsee the principle behind
the rule, therefore | have no qualms. | can velags long as no one ob-
jects and | am okay?

Sometimes we do not see everything through &neeseyes. We may
think that the church, in this area, its focus i®ng and we are alright.
What is the Scriptural statement? Jesus said steqifi at a gnat, and
swallow a camel.” (Matthew 23:24) Sometimes we éeltle bit that way
maybe. We would not draw the lines quite in thms@lace. However, in
spite of that, it is still a matter of consciencente, because | understand
the doctrine of the authority of the church thatd®as given.

Where do we go to establish that doctrine? & emore than one Scrip-
ture, but perhaps not as many as for some subj&¢eswould like to look
at this doctrine of the authority of the Churcheflgi. It is one of those
means that God has given to the Church to presbevéith. It is impor-
tant that we are clear on that doctrine.

Matthew 18:15-20,

“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against ¢hegyo and tell him his

fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hise, thou hast gained
thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, therkdawith thee one or two
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnessesyeword may be estab-
lished. And if he shall neglect to hear them, itelinto the church: but if

he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto #tean heathen man and
a publican. Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever lyallsind on earth shall

be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loogseath shall be
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loosed in heaven. Again | say unto you, That @ ofvyou shall agree on
earth as touching any thing that they shall askhill be done for them of
my Father which is in heaven. For where two orthare gathered to-
gether in my name, there am | in the midst of them.

We notice that these verses address a brathierother trespass. It is
perhaps simply a fault (not a major thing) not asgrsin that a brother has
fallen into. After the two that are involved, gogether it seems like the
problem cannot be resolved. Then the instruct®toitake one or two
more. When that is followed, and if the problerli sannot be resolved,
then take it to the church. If the problem stdhaot be resolved, then it
says, “Let him be unto thee as an heathen man andlecan.” Again, we
are not talking about a gross sin or a gross vaiatbut finally it boils
down to a lack of submission to the church. Thda,makes that state-
ment immediately after, of how to relate to thigigtion. This person is
supposed to be excommunicated.

Jesus says in verse 18, “Verily | say unto whihatsoever ye shall bind
on earth shall be bound in heaven.” This stoodt@ume in a little differ-
ent way, or a little clearer. It is simply sayitigat when the church works
in relation to God’s plan, and follows God’s pl&od honours that deci-
sion. If the person is barred on earth, he isdohim heaven. | think the
message is very clear. God has given the Churttioaty to make those
decisions. It continues in verse 19, “That if tafojou shall agree on earth
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it sballdone for them of my
Father which is in heaven.” The fact that two agren something makes
a difference with God. That is what | deduct frims verse.

Then it says, “where two or three are gatheogéther in my name, there
am | in the midst of them.” (verse 20) It is o thasis of being gathered
together in Jesus’ name, having brethren who Heel fivith the Spirit and
who are fellowshipping and sharing together onissees of life. That is
the basis for the authority. It is not becauseane a descendant of the
apostle Peter, but it is the work of the Holy Spirithe Church.

Again we can go over to Matthew 16:17-19 forthao passage that
speaks to this end. This is the account wher@eassdnvolve the apostle
Peter. This is after Peter made his great corfesSAnd Jesus answered
and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjdoaflesh and blood
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hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father wigah heaven. And | say
also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and uponrtgk | will build my
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevailirsggat. And | will give
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: andtsdever thou shalt
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and wha¢sdbou shalt loose on
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Jesus gives Betekeys, and whatso-
ever he would bind would be bound and whatsoevedobged would be
loosed in heaven.

It seems to me that Jesus was referring to @alimng that He knew that
Peter would have to be a leader of the Church sdis)€hrist. However,
we need to understand it within the context of @mrch of Jesus Christ.
Jesus talks about Peter and says, “Thou art Retérupon this rock | will
build my church.” It is not talking about buildirige Church on Peter. Pe-
ter was a little rock. The rock that Jesus wasrrgfg to was a massive
Rock and is in reference to Jesus Christ. The €hig built on Jesus
Christ. Peter was a part of building and Jesudedato use him. Leaders
are responsible to lead out in making those dawssidGod has given lead-
ers authority to do that, in the sense they arellivepnthe authority of the
Church. They receive their authority through tiHeuch from God. It is
imperative that leaders work with the Church. Tisathe only Scriptural
way.

God has given the Church authority to make juelgision issues that are
not exactly spelled out in the Scriptures. We fihdt for every issue we
might face, the Scriptures speak to that issue,itbigt not always clear.
This is where sometimes we need Spirit filled mexthto sit together and
to work through these issues. God honours thosisidas and they be-
come binding in heaven — whatsoever is bound othear bound in
heaven. This brings us to the point where if waate those agreements
(those conclusions) then it becomes necessary éotonclear it with the
church. | should not be able to rest unless Irdiewith the church be-
cause | have not wronged not only God but the lerbtbod. That must be
our belief.

The authority of the church is established bgtdioe, but then it is de-
termined finally by discipline. Finally, if the @hch fails to exercise dis-
cipline like we see in Matthew 18, then she relisfas her authority. She
finally has no authority because sin and worldlgnean run rampant if dis-
cipline is not exercised in the church. Finallye thurch loses her ability
to keep herself pure when the authority of the chus not properly exer-

-5.-
gChrist the Lord is Risen Today! Lives Again Our i@@los Kinqj\\jﬂ




THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 4 - APRIL 2009

cised. If the church simply winks at things, sbeels her ability to stand

against the tide of worldliness and to effectivebnvey to the church the
seriousness of sin, worldliness and drift. Mayleespeak to the issue but
we do not address and work with it. Finally, whiattates the authority

that the church really has, is where the discipknexercised.

First of all, perhaps it is the responsibilitiytbe ministry to lead out in
that. However, the support and encouragementeottimgregation is so
important as well. The congregation has a veryoirgnt part to play in
that as well. Have we adopted this doctrine? iHascome a matter of
conscience to us, or can we easily run againsaditigority of the church.
It will have a direct bearing on preserving outthaias well as preserving
the faith of our children and church. We have s#egven in settings
where the church has been faithful, where paradtaat have that convic-
tion, and it was not a matter of conscience to themiolate the church
standard. It showed up in their children. Théitdren lost their way and
the faith was lost to them. Sometimes we faceasdns where we are
afraid if we work like we should in this area of @bh discipline, perhaps
they will leave.

We are afraid sometimes we will lose people bseave take a stand.

3) Separation or distinctivenesdVhen it comes to separation it has been
fairly common knowledge that probably for the lagénty years when we
meet each other (especially the younger set ofbtie¢hren) during the
week there is not much separation. We almost da@tiosome of them
from society. However, in other groups, as | ustierd it, it is either
mandatory or required for brethren to wear the chuesignated attire in-
cluding a plain black hat (or at least strongly éagzed) when they go
out into society. | am sure there are probably esgrmung people who
struggle with being marked like that. Yet, we He@ group maintaining
their youth, and we see the other group losing tpaith. This is one of
the effects of casual Christianity and casualettir

We need to especially think of this thing of aegtion (I am thinking par-
ticularly of the brethren). Our sisters, with the&ilings and their dresses
are marked. However, | think the place where sdfmar is lax is usually
on the brethren. History would tell us that whbe sisters are forced to
bear the brunt, or carry the burden of separatiat,church often does not
last too long. We as brethren need to be williogoé identified as the
people of God and as soldiers of the cross. Wedahbout the plain black
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hat. We have not made it mandatory to wear itfaé, | must admit | am
part of that generation that did not pick it uphefefore, | am not necessar-
ily preaching the “black hat” but | have a burdéii & relation to main-
taining our identity as we think of our brethrendd not mean to be de-
rogatory or critical. It is one thing not to wehe plain hat, but it is an-
other thing to wear something that is casual ipliége. That is my burden
and my concern. Casual attire does not fit withghain hat. It can serve
as a safeguard.

If we wear something, it should be for practiogk and as a weather
garb, not something that stamps upon us the madnaingodly society.
Casualness and casual dress (especially on thefpghet brethren) sounds
the death knoll to the plain evangelical churclet Wis say that these breth-
ren who wear the plain hat (because of consciengerequired) it does
not make a lot of sense to put on a casual topants and throw on top a
plain black hat. It would not really fit. They widl look like the two are at
war with each other. Thus, for them, probably ¢hisrnot as much a ten-
dency in that direction.

If there is not enough separation on the padusfbrethren, conviction is
apt to be lost in time.

In Numbers 15:38 we see the ribband of bluecipla, (See the Ribband
of Blue article in the May 2007 issue of The AugraAnabaptist)\where we
see that the children of Israel were required t@arite border on their
garments. We say we are in the New Testament, areeguired to do
that? Our all wise God saw that there was a bemefoeing a marked
people so that they would remember the commandnoér®od and who
they were. | believe that the plain hat and otlerconformed, regulated,
plain attire serves that purpose as well, if we amarked people, sepa-
rated from an ungodly society, not only in the viiagt we think and act,
but in the way that we dress. The way we dresceffhow we think and
act, and the places that we feel comfortable ingyand that sort of thing.

| remember my father-in-law, talked about thet that once we become
the consumer rather than the industry, that thestress when it comes to
our nonconformity. We tend to lose out in noncomfity. | am thinking
especially in the area of brethren’s pants. Theas a time when our sis-
ters made nearly all the brethren’s pants. Nowbwe most of our pants
(and I am not saying that is wrong) However, #ras that as time goes
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on, we tend to drift more into the lighter pantsg pants with all kinds of
pockets, more casual looking stuff and pleated -e-kimd of pants that
have the stamp of the world on them. | am wondgetint would not be
better to go back to making our own pants or maytieg back to plain
work pants. This is a concern and something fdoukink about.

A person can buy a casual top, a sweat topJlaven, which is a sweat
top that actually looks like a tee shirt. We alimoannot tell that the
brother is not wearing a tee shirt. He has a simininderneath. When we
“line that up” with casual looking pants, perhapsagual looking hairstyle,
and as we have heard it said, “a million dollarrdgaseparation is mostly
gone. There ought to be more that we let stanal wieat we cut off. | ap-
preciated that as a challenge for us to consider.

One young brother recently mentioned that hes sham¢ want to look like
a thirty-year-old man. | would like to leave a ltbage for those of you
who are in that age group. Maybe it is time thatgave a new definition
or a new concept of how a thirty-year-old man looksnally, we as older
brethren need to catch the challenge. We mushlexample, if we want
the faith preserved. This will require somethirigewery one of us. If we
cut off more than what we leave stand, it leaveguastion, “Do | really
have the doctrine? Do | really have the conviQiols this really a crea-
tion principle to me if | cut off more than whalet stand?

Finally, most conservative groups which we calate to do not require
the beard, and the Amish Mennonite church hasttoadily required the
beard. However, we need to think of these issussvik have been talking
about, separation, the authority of the churchoatdnation and so forth. |
am not suggesting that we go to these other coatesvgroups, but we
must adopt their conviction where ours is weaker.

Another issue is that the Amish Mennonite chunels been quite free
when it comes to recreational activities. Howevke Eastern church on
the other hand, | understand has been quite ngttieir requirements and
there are very few recreational activities. Intesmf this fact the one has
grown and kept their young people. How are we gmssters, parents, and
as a church supposed to feel about opening the alwdrallowing more
liberties and allowing more casual wear and that sbthing? It was a
challenge to me and that is the challenge | walkltb leave all of us.
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If we want to preserve the faith, then we nmeetnestly contend for it.
Being a part of the kingdom of the church of JeShsst, and being with
the King of kings, being on His side, and beingtbe winning side is
something that is worth contending for. In Revelatwe see the pano-
rama of Jesus Christ riding on a white horse aedatimies of heaven are
following Him to victory. (Revelation 19:11-14) Waan be a part of that
victory. Those armies of heaven, are the Churckestis Christ that is fol-
lowing on to victory. It is the greatest organidmat we | can be a part of,
and it is worth fighting for. Let us earnestly temd for the faith.

SATAN BOUND AND LOOSED

In the gospel era, the Christian in particular amehkind in general has
enjoyed a great advantage in the warfare betweiéar@Vright. This is be-
cause the enemy of man's soul has been bound byctioey Christ Jesus
won on Calvary. The devil was bound in the sengdefight of the gospel
restricting his compelling influence (Rev. 20:2-8Jhen Christ quieted the
Law by His cross, thus nullifying the devil's mabigs misuse of divine
precept in order to keep men in bondage and feam(R':5-13), Satan was
restrained by a "great chain" (Rev. 20:1).

Satan is still powerful. He is a "strong man" wixers strict control over
his domain. But Jesus, the son of God, is gredierelse how can one en-
ter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goadspt he first bind the
strong man? and then he will spoil his house" (ME2t29).

Christ came to the "strong man's house,” whichhies $in-darkened
world. He entered Satan's stronghold with the mrsf liberating the
souls of men held captive by the devil "at his il Tim. 2:26). However,
Jesus said it was first necessary to "bind thengtroan.” One does well to
consider the nature of this binding.

The works of evil are often referred to as the warkdarkness. They are
the "goods" of the "strong man's house.” "Men lodadkness rather than
light, because their deeds were evil" (John 3:138h.E5:11). Darkness of
the heart and mind are essential for evil. Regasdtd Satan's great power,
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his effectiveness is dependent upon darkness. §pmectof this is igno-
rance. Speaking in a spiritual sense, ignorantieeidack of knowledge of
the truth, willingly so (2 Pet. 3:5), or having begeprived thereof, which
renders one incapable of exercising judgment betwight and wrong.

In such darkness, a man comes to the place wiraed i8as when "every
man did that which was right in his own eyes" (Rkgl@7:6). The inability
or reluctance on man's part to exercise keen judgietween right and
wrong is essential in Satan's scheme. The apoatiedescribes this con-
dition as follows: "Having the understanding dad@nbeing alienated
from the life of God through the ignorance thainighem, because of the
blindness of their heart" (Eph. 4:18)

Christ came as a shining light into this world a@irkhess. "In him was
life; and the life was the light of men. And thght shineth in darkness;
and the darkness comprehended it not" (John 1:4H&¢ darkness by
which Satan held sway over humanity could not tesigonstrain the truth
that men now saw. In Jesus and by Jesus, men oowldsee clearly the
heart difference between right and wrong. The Ummolught true knowl-
edge and light, and by this knowledge and light, bé@end Satan. John
says, "That was the true Light, which lighteth gveran that cometh into
the world" (John 1:9). What a victory was won wltlea Savior, by His life
and atoning death, bound man's mortal enemy anel tgamankind a basis
for spiritual judgment

Though Satan was bound, it does not necessarigwahat men avail
themselves of this advantage. It does make eveoyletlgeable person
completely responsible and without excuse. Once caansee and under-
stand eternal truth, he needs to make a decisigardmg his life. He is
free to do so, and the grace is present to do $uleVihe true believer re-
joices in the blessings of the true reign of Chnetiny proud and self-
willed unbelievers have chosen to stay in the megjiaf darkness.

During the Dark Ages, the light shone brightly, etithrough the few.
As men beheld the light that the martyrs reflectedny repented. But oth-
ers hardened their hearts and rejected the tmthpite of the great wrath
of Satan and his flood of subtle and cunningly degtimeans, many times
ending in torture and death, he was not able t@ideahe hearts of the
sincere believers. He truly was bound.
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This nation America (as well as Canadahd Australia Ed.)has been
known as a Christian nation. It has been a natibare/the typical person
recognized basic Christian principles as beingreégddo the well-being of
society. No doubt, many have been nominal professbrChrist, yet in
general, honesty, morality, and respect for oralsviman were honored
and heeded. There appears to have been a lighiniding the mind and
conscience of the common people, which God honaneldblessed. In this
respect, Satan has been limited in his effectiverfésr the blessing of liv-
ing in such a land, the pilgrim Christian is cantgigrateful.

This era of time in which Satan is bound is saithie Revelation to en-
dure for a "thousand years" (Rev. 20:2-3). Durimg period of the world's
history, there has been grace for spiritual disoemt and judgment (Rev.
20:4). In this, the saints have reigned with Chosger sin and evil for a
long, indefinite period of time.

Sad to say, the Scriptures indicate that beforeetitkof this world, dis-
cernment and judgment regarding right and wrondl shainish. When
men's consciences are seared and hearts reverttdatdtkness, "Satan
shall be loosed out of his prison" (Rev. 20:7). Wbases Satan? It is im-
possible to believe that Christ, once having bo8athn, would then, in the
end, unleash him. Rather, as men regard darknefighasand light as
darkness, what greater loosening can Satan enjoi® the degenerate
hearts of men that loose Satan from restraint.

The "new morality," materialistic thinking, and argeral loss of faith is
again providing sufficient cover under which Satan freely work his evil
designs. He is thus now loosed, or being loosedatVghall restrain the
devil when people lose the grace of judgment amdsgimmorality is tol-
erated and even sanctioned? When an enemy consiadiehtrance and
the inhabitants prefer to believe that "times hakanged" or "we see it
differently now," what shall the consequences be?

Perhaps herein lies the real peril of our dayirres gone by, Christians
saw a clearer line than today between spiritualitgt carnality. There were
clearly understood standards that divided betwelgnip and worldling.
Pride was something that was greatly feared angkj@dThis is not to say
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that there is no judgment today, but it is a com¢bat the line of demar-
cation has become a broader gray area. Due to émg propositions and
suggestions that the present-day Christian meetseblds the inward bind-
ing power upon Satan to see the "plumbline” (Amas8j.

If the Christian fails to take advantage of théhlighat sets the deuvil in
his true character, what will be the outcome? "Stlyourselves therefore
to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from Yy@liames 4:7).

sédl by permission from The Messenger of Truth

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from a historical perspective.

ANABAPTIST MENNONITE VIEWS OF THE CROSS, SUFFERING
AND DISCIPLESHIP.

The Anabaptist churches were suffering churches, especially &irth
formative years. The experience of intense suffeseems to have forced
this aspect of the biblical view of God's peoplethie forefront. The real
physical and spiritual suffering served as a thgickd integrator, prompt-
ing the rediscovery of the early church's view bfi€t's suffering continu-
ing in his members.

Old themes from the church's life reemerge. Agaid again it is af-
firmed that suffering is the true sign of being hari€tian and of being a
member of the true church Suffering for Chrisé&e is identified as the
nearest, most direct way of gaining eternal liféhis is a view that devel-
oped out of the martyr experience of early Chnstigpand had been pre-
served especially in the ascetic tradition in maoesn.

The suffering of the disciple is seen as the sunffeof the cross of Christ
in a very direct and immediate sense. It is theeefot accidental or hap-
hazard but is part of the movement of history bycwtGod will eventually
be victorious. The cross with its humiliation, olmtte, patience, and for-
giveness stretches from its point in history badickward—all the elect of
God have suffered from the beginning of the worl@rd forward. It is
one great redeeming and liberating movement of God.
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Hans Denck, "Recantation,"” circa 1527

The suffering of Christ is sufficient for the siokall men even if no man
were ever saved. For no one can comprehend (tfexisgl) except he who
has the spirit of Christ. The spirit equips and athe elect with the mind
and thoughts of Christ. But whoever depends upennrtérits of Christ and
nevertheless continues in a carnal, beastly wdifepfhe thinks of Christ
as in ancient time the pagans thought of their gtids as though he did
not esteem the merits of Christ. That is a blasphehwhich the world is
full. For whoever believes that Christ has libedatem from sin can no
longer be the slave of sin. But if we continuehia bld life we do not truly
believe....
"The Contention that Scripture Says," circa 1526

Since love was perfect in him, and since love hatesnvies no one but
rather receives everyone, even though we wereisakmemies, he would
not exclude anyone. Had he excluded someone hesvmuld have been
unsound and a respecter of persons. That cannds Iiteodd that we re-
jected him even as before we rejected the Fatheo@l& it not be true that
he died for all simply because not all are saved®?untrue that the Father
created all men good because they did not remamy&od forbid! In-
deed, Christ was so fully surrendered (althouglotaed everyone without
measure) that he would have suffered for nothirgythat pleased the Fa-
ther. That is why this sacrifice was so pleasingstal that it would have
been sufficient for all guilt even if there had beg thousand times as
many worlds. But when the Scripture says he diearfany and then again
he died for all, is not a contradiction, but istéemn because not all accepted
the light, although it shone for all. Many deny therd, even though he
purchased them as the Scriptures richly testify.

Jacob Hutter, "Letter to the Prisoners at the Hohenvart," 1535.
Therefore be comforted and be of good courageGtat ...... gives death
and also life, and after the storm he restorestine Therefore be long-
suffering and wait patiently for the redemptionyofir bodies. Do not be-
come slack or tired in the race and do not lookirizkiou. Beware that the
love in your hearts does not grow cold or be tgtadtinguished. Do not
be ashamed of the bonds and suffering of Christrdpaice greatly in your
hearts, for you know that nothing else has beemm®d you for your life
on earth except suffering and death, tribulatiomxjety, distress and great
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persecution, pain, torture, insult and shame ah#mels of godless men.
That is the true sign and seal of all the pioutdchin of God, the sign of
Christ or the Son of Man and all his members wimnelst appear at the last
time according to the word of the Lord. Yes, crasd tribulation truly
adorns all the children of God. It is a beautifahbur in the sight of God
and all the saints; a deserved glory and wreatbyofrom them. For this
was the way of the holy prophets and patriarchsadr@hrist the holy
Lord and all his disciples, in fact of all the éléom the beginning of
time. When therefore we endure for the sake ohtwe must remember
that it does not mean that we are the enemies dft@ohis friends and
dear children....

Dirk Philips, "A Loving Admonition

Be diligent therefore, my most beloved, by the gratGod, to bear the
cross of Jesus Christ with patience, and look Wigheye of faith to the joy
and glory which is prepared for you. Walk contityatorthy of the gos-
pel and of your calling, according to the rule pbstolic teaching, in one
Spirit and mind. Beware of the false prophets, Whpreach to you smooth
things and lead you into all manner of carnal Isehy which the offence
of the cross is removed, and observe what is ttuesttan liberty, namely,
as Jesus says in the Gospel: "If you continue iword, then are ye my
disciples indeed; and you shall testify to thehtyaind the truth shall make
you free" (John. 8:31-32).

Menno Simons "The New Birth," ca. 1537, CWMS.

By this counsel we are all taught that we must I@¥aist, believe in
Christ, follow his footsteps, repent, be born frabove; become as little
children, not in understanding, but in malice; béhe same mind as
Christ, walk as he did, deny ourselves, take ugtuss and follow him;
and that if we love father, mother, children, ée inore than him, we are
not worthy of him, nor are we his disciples.

"Foundation,"” 1539, CWMS.

| confess my Saviour openly; | confess him andedigse not. If you re-
pent not, and are not born of God, and becomem®trath Christ in

Spirit, faith, life, and worship, then is the samte of your condemnation
on your poor souls already finished and prepared.

All who teach you otherwise than we have here taaght confessed from
the Scriptures deceive you. This is the narrow thayugh which we all
must walk and must enter the strait gate, if welditve saved. Neither
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emperor nor king, duke nor count, knight nor noldendoctor nor licenti-
ate, rich nor poor, man nor woman, is excepted. $bwer boasts that he
is a Christian, the same must walk as Christ walkeathy man have not
the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. Whosodavansgresseth and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God.

Jorg Wagner, circa 1527, Ausbund.

He who would follow Christ in life must scorn thesmd's insult and strife,
And bear His cross each day.
For this alone leads to the throne; Christ is thig way.
Christ's servants follow Him to death and give itheidy life and breath
On cross and rack and pyre.
As gold is tried and purified they stand the tddtre.
Renouncing all, they choose the cross,
And claiming it, count all as loss e'en home antdadmd wife.
Forsaking gain, forgetting pain,
They enter into life.

Michael Sattler, 1527, Ausbund.

When Christ with His true teaching came
And gathered up His flock so fair, He taught théhtaafollow Him
And patiently His cross to bear.
He said, You my disciples true must watch and bd akch day,
Love nothing more upon this earth
Than Me and all My words alway.
The world will seek to do you harm
With mocking and with hate and shame.
They'll scatter you and slander you And brand with the devil's name.
And when for My sake and the Word
They persecute, revile, and kill, Rejoice! for yoeward is great
Before God's throne on Zion's hill.
0 Christ be pleased to aid your own who dare flovioand confess,
That through Your lowly bitter death
They may be saved from all distress.
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Menno Simons, "Hymn of Discipleship,” ca. 1540, CWN\&.

I'd rather choose the sorrow sore,
And suffer as of God the child,

Than have from Pharaoh all his store,
To revel in for one brief while;

The realm of Pharaoh cannot last
Christ keeps His kingdom sure and fast;
Around His child His arm He casts.

In the world, ye saints, you'll be defamed,
Let this be cause for pious glee;

Christ Jesus too was much disdained;
Whereby He wrought to set us free;
He took away of sin the bill held by the foe.
Now if you will you too may enter heaven still!

If you in fires are tested, tried,
Begin to walk life's narrow way,
Then let God's praise be magnified,
Stand firm on all He has to say;

If you stand strong and constant then,

Confess His Word in the sight of men,
With joy He extends the diadem!
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POWER OF THE RESURRECTION.
Bro. David. E. Sensenig.

Greetings in the precious name of Jesus, tka oge. We are looking
to the Lord for a message from His word, somethogispire us, some-
thing to edify us as we live here in this flesh.

For a message we would like to think of the poefethe resurrection.
In Acts 17 as Paul spoke there at Mars Hill he meed the rising of the
dead it says that some mocked and others that Wéeer thee again on
this mattefActs 17:32]1 am satisfied that the audience here today oate th
believes in the resurrection but | think we all h@éeminders of its power
and | believe it's true that at times its powemnas as evident in our lives as
it should be.

We are looking at this subject in three parts;
1] Firstly: the Physical Resurrection,
2] Secondly: the Spiritual Resurrection and
3] Thirdly: the General Resurrection.

There are various responses as people are fatethe idea of a resur-
rection, many try to shake it off. Next to our @ttuhouse is a cemetery,
quite a large cemetery, it has been there for ny@ays. Some years ago
we had a work day, we as the brethren had gathegether to repair some
of the stones that have fallen into decay, brokamnnd and while we were
working | noticed a stranger standing off to théesihe looked about as
much like a corpse as | ever saw a person, old gray,complexion, oxy-
gen tank and | went over to see what he had in mihe had come to see
about a burial plot and in a brief exchange thexmk upon myself to ask
him about what he believes as far as the hereaHerlet me know pretty
soon he is not a religious man and it became etidesur communication
there that he was more interested in the thingkisflife then the hereafter
and the resurrection.

But the heathen they do have some ideas aboatt @dmes after this
life. There is the doctrine of the reincarnatioatttiome have that feel like
after they die they will return as an animal or soemlightened being, we
see there that even the heathen realise that wexpiérience good for liv-
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ing with a good and righteous life, on the othemncdhéhose who live wick-
edly will have something else coming but they fairealise the power of
the resurrection as we do in Jesus Christ.

1] The Physical Resurrection.

For the first part of the message we would likentdice a number of
scriptural accounts of resurrection, of individualeo were resurrected,
some of them quite briefly. As we think of resetneg a body it seems
like that would take great power, | don't think weuld even attempt to
resurrect someone because we know it is not olityabut to God who
created life in the first place it shouldn't be asweat to Him to raise
somebody from the dead. In second King's chapter e have the ac-
count of the son of the Shunammite who had died EHistha restored to
life again:

2 Kings 4:32-36

“And when Elisha was come into the house, behblel child was dead,
and laid upon his bec3He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them
twain, and prayed unto theokp. 34And he went up, and lay upon the
child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and hisseypon his eyes, and
his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himgetf the child; and the
flesh of the child waxed warn$5Then he returned, and walked in the
house to and fro; and went up, and stretched hinogein him: and the
child sneezed seven times, and the child openedyis.3%And he called
Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So heddlex. And when she
was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy 3dren she went in, and fell
at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, an#l tip her son, and went
out.”

We are satisfied that this was indeed a mirahbg, this child was dead,
it wasn't in a near coma, and that this was a saparal happening. At
times people will try to reason away these miraegsf there really was
nothing to it.

In Mark chapter 5 we have the account of thagisf Jairus’ daughter:

Mark 5:22-23

“And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers ofskieagogue, Jairus by
name; and when he saw him, he fell at his fé&nd besought him
greatly, saying, My little daughter lieth at theirgoof death:l pray thee,
come and lay thy hands on her, that she may bedheamhd she shall live.”

And then moving on to verse 35:
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Mark 5:35-43

“While he yet spake, there came from the ruleref $ynagoguelsouse
certain which said, Thy daughter is dead: why troublestutthe Master
any further?6As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spokesaitie
unto the ruler of the synagogugs not afraid, only believé’And he suf-
fered no man to follow him, save Peter, and Jaares John the brother of
James38And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the gggae, and
seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailedttyre3°And when he
was come in, he saith unto theWvhy make ye this ado, and weep? the
damsel is not dead, but sleepetfAnd they laughed him to scorn. But
when he had put them all out, he taketh the fatimer the mother of the
damsel, and them that were with him, and entemetivliere the damsel
was lying.#1And he took the damsel by the hand, and said uetorhlitha
cumi; which is, being interpreted)amsel,l say unto theearise.42And
straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for sksoivthe ageof twelve
years. And they were astonished with a great asftament.43And he
charged them straitly that no man should know ritl @ommanded that
something should be given her to eat.”

Jesus referred to this child here as asleep, wédwake it more serious
than that. Some years ago when my grandmotheegasgay one of my
aunts mentioned about death how final death is,vemdhink of death in
that way too and one of our acquaintances passag a® think of that as
final, they are buried, we will see them no more,will not talk with them
any more. But for Jesus death is like a sleepthdsaonly a little inset in
time until the final resurrection.

In Acts chapter 9 we have the account of a woman was resurrected
in verse 36:

Acts 9:36-43

“Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple namdutfia@ which by in-
terpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was déiljood works and alms
deeds which she di@’And it came to pass in those days, that she wés sic
and died: whom when they had washed, theyHaidn an upper chamber.
38And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and ig@pies had heard
that Peter was there, they sent unto him two mesiridg him that he
would not delay to come to thed@Then Peter arose and went with them.
When he was come, they brought him into the uppamber: and all the
widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the caatsgarments which
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Dorcas made, while she was with thefiBut Peter put them all forth, and
kneeled down, and prayed; and turnimign to the body said, Tabitha, arise.
And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Petesashup*?And he
gave hetis hand, and lifted her up, and when he had calleds#ints and
widows, presented her aliveAnd it was known throughout all Joppa; and
many believed in the Lord3And it came to pass, that he tarried many days
in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.”

We see here that this was a woman and a good wooted for her alms
deeds.

Do we have any biblical accounts of wicked peo@m@ resurrected? A
guestion | leave with you here.

As we think of death, death is no respecter ofgressve notice that also
in Luke chapter 7 how that Jesus came upon meryimmgra bier, here the
son of a widow died and Jesus touched the biertlamanan sat up and
spoke and was restored to lifeuke 7:12-15]Yes, death comes to people
of all ages. | like to take notice when | read tietuaries in The Budget
and notice the various ages of people that haveepaswvay, we notice that
people die at all ages, 12, 26, 53, 97. As sooa psrson is born he is a
candidate to die. But we want to notice how tlhat tesurrection is even
more sure than death itself, sometimes people gaay through accident,
some very freak accident takes place, there wasrch to it, the person is
gone. InActs 20:9-10we have the account of Eutychus how he was listen-
ing to the message by Paul from the third loft badell asleep, fell down
and was taken up as dead and how that Paul went ttohim and he was
restored to life again, indeed a miracle, a miratlde resurrection power.

In the first Samuel chapter 28 we have the accofirtiow Saul had
messed up with the Lord and he was desperate foe@ae to help him to
know what he was supposed to do in this situatooheswent to the witch
at Endor, and wanted to speak to Samuel. | gues®iten thought of this
situation here as Samuel rising from the dead duibat really what took
place? Does Satan have the power to resurredtathg? Notice in verse
fourteen that the witch said she saw an old manirmpmp and that Saul
perceived that this was Samuel. | don't believé $@an has power to res-
urrect a body. He can show great signs and worlngree cannot do any
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lasting good and Saul here was not working withgbeer of resurrection
but rather with the powers of darkness, the powedeath]1 Samuel 28]

In Matthew 27 in the account of the crucifixidnwould like to read

some verses here that speak of individuals who vestarected:

Matthew 27:50-54

“Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud vgiedded up the ghost.
51And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent initwfaom the top to the
bottom; and the earth did quake, and the rocks ¥&d the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints which skeses3And came out
of the graves after his resurrection, and went th#® holy city, and ap-
peared unto many*Now when the centurion, and they that were with,him
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and thosestthag were done, they
feared greatly, saying, Truly this was the Son otiG

This was not a mere happenstance, this was sorgetbpernatural, and
all these individuals that were resurrected befineist we believe needed
to die again, needed to experience a second dsathwaere, because in
first Corinthians 15:23 we note that Christ is tingt fruits of the resurrec-
tion, of the final resurrectionlCor.15:23]

Now notice in the resurrection of Jesus Christ in:

Luke 24:1

“Now upon the firstday of the week, very early in the morning, they
came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices wthiel had prepared, and
certainotherswith them.”

What did the women here want with spices? Theyewgetting about to
prepare Christ's body for decay. Apparently thelyrot realise the scrip-
tures, the scripture in:

Psalm 16:10

“For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neitherltsthou suffer thine
Holy One to see corruption.”

Christ, he came as far as the gate of death, hedtdeath but he did not
experience the effects of death even in his phiybimdy.

| wanted to notice alspohn 11] the account of Lazarus there, Jesus res-
urrected Lazarus from the dead, we notice how Megttpressed her belief
in the resurrection and at the same time it seehkedshe was rather
doubtful that Jesus could raise her brother besmthat he had been dead
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four days already. Man seems to think that tharrestion is more likely
if a person hasn't been dead too long and in tgsunt it mentions how
Jesus wept, why was that? Was that because Heonaly lfor Lazarus?
Was it because He was feeling sorry for the familydelieve it was rather
because He realised the lack of faith in theseviddals that they did not
recognise the power of the resurrection and thatvele that power. The
Pharisees were noted to believe in the resurrettivrihey did not recog-
nise Jesus for whom He was, therefore what did thally believe as far
as the resurrection? Many times people believd ey want to believe.

As we think of the doctrine of the resurrectionsit very basic doctrine
as we think of the Christian faith:

1 Cor. 15:1-12

“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospleich | preached unto
you, which also ye have received, and wherein gedstBy which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preached yati, unless ye have
believed in vain3For | delivered unto you first of all that whickalso re-
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins accordimghe scripturestAnd
that he was buried, and that he rose again thd tay according to the
scriptures>And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the tweAfter that,
he was seen of above five hundred brethren at afcghom the greater
part remain unto this present, but some are faldrep.’After that, he
was seen of James; then of all the aposthasd last of all he was seen of
me also, as of one born out of due tiftr | am the least of the apostles,
that am not meet to be called an apostle, becapsesécuted the church of
God. %But by the grace of God | am what | am: and hicgwhich was
bestowedupon me was not in vain; but | laboured more abutg than
they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which weth me.Therefore
whethernt werel or they, so we preach, and so ye belie¥é&dow if Christ
be preached that he rose from the dead, how sag sonong you that
there is no resurrection of the dead?”

Christ's resurrection guarantees our own therrestion.

2] The Spiritual Resurrection.
Man is just more than just body, he is soul andsladso a spirit. He has
a spirit with which he can communicate with God &l recognises us
as either spiritually alive in Him or spirituallyedd.
In Ezekiel 37 we have a prophetic scripture:
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Ezekiel 37:1-10

“The hand of the brRD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of
the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley whigds full of
bones,2And caused me to pass by them round about: analdehere
were very many in the open valley; and, tbey werevery dry.3And he
said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live?l Aamdwered, O Lord
Gob, thou knowest?Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones
and say unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the wotldeoforD. 5Thus saith
the Lord @D unto these bones; Behold, | will cause breathntereinto
you, and ye shall liveeAnd | will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up
flesh upon you, and cover you with skin, and pwdakin in you, and ye
shall live; and ye shall know thatimthe LORD. 7So | prophesied as | was
commanded: and as | prophesied, there was a ramddyehold a shaking,
and the bones came together, bone to his I¥&mel when | beheld, lo, the
sinews and the flesh came up upon them, and thecskiered them above:
butthere waso breath in then?Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the
wind, prophesy, son of man, and say to the windisT3aith the Lord GD;
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathenupese slain, that
they may live.10So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breat
came into them, and they lived, and stood up upeir feet, an exceeding
great army.”

| believe people are doing this, they are tryindptimg Christ down from
above at times, at other times trying to bring hipfrom the deep. As we
think of bringing Christ down from above, peoplg to bring Christ down
to their level, a lot of emphasis on church adteit Easter egg hunts and
Easter wrapping, what are they doing? They aragryo bring Christ out
of that Easter egg and wrap it as their savious we think of bringing
Christ up from the dead, this is what people aiaglahen they live a de-
feated Christian life, if there is any such thinghere are times that we
have been defeated, there are times, there angduodls and churches that
have experienced defeat, what is the answer? himkibg about a situa-
tion right now, an individual who came in from tbetside, became a part
of the church seemed to be doing real well, sugdesdlised that all is not
well. It is like the whitened sepulchre; withinademen's bones. What is
the answer to situations like this? We know we eaoourage, trying to
do better, counselling, some rehab, we have mdrgbseseeming to spring
up in different parts of the country, one of thesensellors said recently:
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“We perform no miracles.” Is that news to us“ihk not, we realise that
we don't have the power to resurrect individuals there is resurrection
power available. Praise God for that.

How does this power come about?

Romans 10:8-13

“But what saith it? The word is nigh themjenin thy mouth, and in thy
heart: that is, the word of faith, which we prea€fat if thou shalt con-
fess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt belia thine heart that
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt edsd%or with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and wehmbuth confession is
made unto salvatiod!For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him
shall not be ashametfFor there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich untoth#it call upon him!3For
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lordlsleabaved.”

That sounds simple enough. | believe to be inataesometimes sim-
ply an unwillingness to open up. There is an oldrgathat everybody has
some skeletons hidden in their closet, that mafruee of unconverted car-
nal people but that is not true of those who haymeeenced resurrection
power. Yes, we need that resurrection power t® the Christian life, to
do the difficult things but not only the difficuthings, some things that
should be fairly easy, | think it takes resurrectjgower to get up in the
morning, to face life with a leap and a bound,&aoef each task which we
would naturally tend to moan and groan about kiésaresurrection power.

Back to first Corinthians 15 agaih:Cor. 15:13-24

“But if there be no resurrection of the dead, therChrist not risen:
14And if Christ be not risen, theis our preaching vain, and your faiik
also vain.1%Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; lsecae
have testified of God that he raised up Christ: mhee raised not up, if so
be that the dead rise nétFor if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised
7And if Christ be not raised, your faiib vain; ye are yet in your sins.
18Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christerished?®lf in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all manst miserable2®But
now is Christ risen from the deaahd become the first fruits of them that
slept.2lFor since by macamedeath, by magamealso the resurrection of
the dead??For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shalballmade alive.
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23But every man in his own order: Christ the firstifs; afterward they that
are Christ's at his comingtThencomeththe end,”
| shall stop there. We see that Adam is uneblerovide spiritual life
for us, we need the resurrection power of JesussClinat gives purpose
to life, that gives power to our preaching. Themeth the end.

3] The General Resurrection:

The resurrection of both the body and spirit. \W@&ae that this resurrec-
tion includes all people of all times and places:

John 5:28-29

“Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in tivaich all that are in the
graves shall hear his voicAnd shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they thave done evil, unto the
resurrection of damnation.”

Yes it is not going to be any problem for Godbring back to life
those that have been dead for four days or moeven for thousands of
years:

Rev. 20:11-15

“And | saw a great white throne, and him that saitpfrom whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there evasifno place for them.
12And | saw the dead, small and great, stand befa#; @nd the books
were opened: and another book was opened, whitte isookof life: and
the dead were judged out of those things which weiten in the books,
according to their works2And the sea gave up the dead which were in it;
and death and hell delivered up the dead which wetbem: and they
were judged every man according to their woAédnd death and hell
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the secdedth.2>And whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was ciaso the lake of fire.”

Now as we think of this final resurrection theregy@ng to be a resurrec-
tion of life and we noticed that in first Corinth® 15:

1 Cor. 15:35-44

“But someman will say, How are the dead raised up? and withtwha
body do they come®Thoufool, that which thou sowest is not quickened,
except it die37And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not thakylibat
shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheatfesome othegrain:
38But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased hing amevery seed his
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own body.3°All flesh is not the same flesh: bthiere isonekind offlesh of
men, another flesh of beasts, another of fistzesl another of birds.
40There arealso celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrialtieitglory of the
celestialis one, and thejlory of the terrestrials another.#1There isone
glory of the sun, and another glory of the moord another glory of the
stars: forone star differeth fromanotherstar in glory.42So alsais the res-
urrection of the dead. It is sown in corruptionisitraised in incorruption:
43It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory:istsown in weakness; it is
raised in power#4t is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritbady.
There is a natural body, and there is a spiritodiyty

We have a little demonstration of the resurrecéwvery time we plant the
garden, plant the peas and the lettuce and thetsahut the resurrection
that it is talking about here is going to be mageta@in than any garden that
we have ever planted. One of the things that vpeeence when we plant
a garden is that sometimes we have bad seed thah'tilcome up or there
are plants that die and not produce, whereasdBigrrection is going to be
for eternal life, it is going to be for an etereaistence for the better or for
the worse. We notice here it talks about the helgMeodies, God's crea-
tion, how that everything is beautiful but it sdist there is the terrestrial
and the celestial, there is the earthly and thedrmda and we could notice
the same among men how that there is something aainired in all peo-
ple, but some of them are spiritually interested atiners are very carnal.

How is it with us? Are we those who are earthipded or are we like
those it speaks of in:

Daniel 12:3

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brighdére#she firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the staesver and ever.”

Yes let us do all we can do to generate our owritsal life but our daily
choices will have a definite effect where we witlpgar or how we will
appear on the resurrection morning.

There is also as we mentioned the resurrectiomirgtion in:

1 Cor. 15:45-58

“And so it is written, The first man Adam was madkving soul; the last
Adamwas madea quickening spirit4¢Howbeit thatwas not first which is
spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterwdhét which is spiritual.
4TThe first manis of the earth, earthy: the second msarihe Lord from
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heaven#8As is the earthy, suchre they also that are earthy: andisshe
heavenly, suclare they also that are heavent§And as we have borne the
image of the earthy, we shall also bear the imdgbeheavenly>Now
this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannberit the kingdom of
God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrupticdBehold, | shew you a
mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall alldnanged?2ln a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: the trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, ancghat! be changed3For
this corruptible must put on incorruption, and tmsrtal mustput on im-
mortality. 54So when this corruptible shall have put on incoliarg and
this mortal shall have put on immortality, thenlsba brought to pass the
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up ictery. 550 death, wheres
thy sting? O grave, whergthy victory?56The sting of deatfs sin; and the
strength of sins the law.5"But thanksbe to God, which giveth us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Chri8¢Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
ye stedfast, unmovable, always abounding in thekwbithe Lord, foras-
much as ye know that your labour is not in vaithi& Lord.”

In our unconverted state we bear the image dm\énd as we are
converted we in turn can have the image of the LJasus Christ, the res-
urrection will reveal just what we are, not who are but what we are.

Rev. 22:11

“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and Wwaich is filthy, let him
be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let hiba righteous still: and he that
is holy, let him be holy still.”

Certainly the resurrection is going to be a happa sad time, it is going
to be a time of rejoicing for those who have expeced the power of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ in their lives, buisiigoing to be a time of
eternal regret for those who have not experienkatiresurrection. Those
who realise they could have been transformed, tioeyd have been born
in the image of Christ of the heavenly, they coude gotten the victory.
As we think of the resurrection, the power of thsurrection, it is going to
be unending, the resurrection is going to bringhange that cannot be
changed.
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In conclusion I'd like to notice some verses

Psalm 17:15

“As for me, | will behold thy face in righteousnessshall be satisfied,
when | awake, with thy likeness.” and

1 John 3:2

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it dathyet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appearshall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is.” and

Job 19:25-26

“For | know that my redeemer liveth, anthat he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth?®And thoughafter my skinwormsdestroy thisbody,
yet in my flesh shall | see God:”

The power of the resurrection gives hope to théeebet, the hope of a
blessed eternity with the Saviour.

Gleaned from arecently transcribed sermon.

Someone has said that the enemies of separationarmbnformity are
basically four S’s. | think it is noteworthy ankely are; Satan, Sin, Self
and Society. | think we could spend all eveningng those words apart
but I think that is true, Satan, Sin, Self and 8tcare the worldly atmos-
phere about us, they are an enemy of separatieg,dall us to fit in to
blend into the world and whether it is outright adty involvement or
whether it is under the guise of religion, | dahihk the enemy cares that
much as long as we are mixed up with the world.
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