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From The Editor’'s Desk.

“I am thankful for the church and for how it fitfons in the midst of an
evil world we find ourselves in. | am thankful thiie prayer of Jesus is
still being met as we, as a people of God, endaatmunaintain sound
principles that are based upon God's word andvieatan be in the world
and yet not of the world Edited extract from a message by Bro. Larry Welo&21

These words spoken by Brother Larry Weber in2l8%onated in my
heart as his message was being transcribed. Thegr§i well the expres-
sion of our hearts; even though we do not havesssbbshed scriptural
fellowship in our midst nevertheless we do consmlgnselves as a people
of God and do endeavour to maintain sound prinsihat are based on
God’s Word.

It is a daily challenge and at times a struggl&eep ourselves grounded
in the faith but it seems that as we seek the Isoi@te that His grace is in-
deed sufficient for our needs and that includesviging fellowship of
likeminded brethren just when we feel ourselvgspstig or being tempted
to wonder: Why are we doing this? What is the point all? Why has the
Lord not yet provided for those that are so muctirdey a larger gathering
of people to walk with in this journey of faith?

Then we also need to ask ourselves questionst fle we doing or not
doing that is perhaps blocking the work of Godhis area?

We have never been promised an easy road taryjt¢he road to victory
is through fighting the good fight that Brother Pgpeaks about in1 Timo-
thy 6:12 when he says to Timothy, and | believagpthat we are to: Fight
the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal lif@hereunto thou art also
called. Any fighting takes effort, dedication, stamand the right weapons
so that we can defeat the enemy of our souls. Wkdil those provisions
in the Word of God and we firmly believe that therd gives extra
strength to those who are facing the battle alontheé sense of a lack of
likeminded brethren to stand shoulder to shouldgh ws in our daily
strife, their prayers are appreciated and we cealdnice but standing on
the sidelines is not the same as being in the gamse a worldly cliché.

Let us take heed therefore of Brother Paul'sdspto Timothy again, in
2 Timothy 2:3-7: “Thou therefore endure hardnessa good soldier of Je-
sus ChristNo man that warreth entangleth himself with thaiadfof this
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life; that he may please him who hath chosen hitveta soldier’Consider
what | say; and the Lord give thee understandirglithings.”

Brother Larry Weber further said this in his messag

“As a people of God we may not be responsibldierconditions that we
find ourselves in today, they are perilous timeg @ae may not be respon-
sible for that, but we are responsible how we eetatthe conditions that
we find ourselves in today, and that is where tedlenge comes to us.

God is looking to the Church, to us as a chueoclay, to face the chal-
lenges of our changing world with a reverential feaGod

We look back in our society and we see wickeslipgsvailing on every
hand. But on the other hand the affluence in oy ttee modernism that
we find ourselves in has provided many advantages yet has not
brought a people closer to the Lord. What persenutbuld not do pros-
perity is doing and that is causing men to becoaté and complacent and
indifferent to the things of God.

And so the modern affluence in which we livengs to us the temptation
to be covetous, boasters, proud, unthankful, despi§2 Timothy 3:2-5)

Think of the times we live in and the tremendohballenges for the peo-
ple of God to produce a generation that has ade&@od and then to influ-
ence a generation around us that have not beehttthag fear. O to jeal-
ously labour in their behalf, to invite them to thater of Life that is freely
offered to those that will receive it.

As a people of God let us maintain our loyattyGod. We need to main-
tain our integrity and identity as the people ofdGdVe need to have
proven guidelines and safeguards that will helpousnd a safe course in
the perilous times in which we live. Let's be sthvat our Fellowship is
with those who fear God.

Brethren and sisters let us redeem the timeéherdays are evil. Let us
rise to the challenge of our end time responsyilét us be people with an
excellent spirit with knowledge and understandingt tcan face the chal-
lenges of our time that we are in, that there wioa'tioubts and fears in our
hearts but rather it will bring a rest that Godmrees to His people as they
faithfully adhere to the commandments of God.”

Brethren and Sisters may our final words and wiresthat we have fought a
good fight, we have finished our course, we hays Kee faith. (1 Tim.4:7) JvL.
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
An [ aster Meditation.

“Behold the | amb of (God”

Part 1 of 2 from a message by Nevin S. Weaver.

| invite your attention to the Gospel of Johonh where our text is
taken. “Behold the Lamb of God” was John the Bajstitestimony intro-
ducing Christ. Where was he when he exclaimed?thide was by the
river Jordan preaching to the people, calling nenepent and turn from
their sin and baptizing those who brought forthfthués of repentance.
Read John 1:19-41.Behold carries the thought “to fix the eyes uptm,
look at, to observe with care.” Secondly, it medms direct or fix the
mind upon.” We want to do that. We want to behibid Lamb of God.
We want to observe Him. John exclaimed, “Beho#llthmb of God.”
To whom was this exclamation directed verse 29 John addresses his
audience as Jesus came to be baptized. John wésehyer Jordan
preaching, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heavemti©iand” (Matthew
3:2). He saw Jesus coming and he said, “Beholdlaiha& of God.” “Here
is the one that | am talking to you about. Herhésone who is coming af-
ter me.”
Why was this exclamation givenl? was directed to the audience. Verse
31 gives the thought, “that he should be made raantb Israel.” He was
introducing the Messiah to Israel, who Jesus wathe-Lamb of God. In
verse 29 he points out His mission, “Behold the hawh God, which ta-
keth away the sin of the world.” Not only did Jomanifest who He was,
but he also manifests His mission, who this indrgidvas and why he was
here at this time.
The second exclamation in verses 35-36 was dirdatedbhn’s disciples.
“John stood, and two of his disciples; and lookmgon Jesus as he
walked, he saith, Behold the Lamb of God!” Whasvs& doing? He was
directing, his disciples to Jesus. In verse 37€TWwo disciples heard him
speak, and they followed Jesus.” In verse 38 Jsausthem following
Him and said, “What seek ye? They said unto him where dwellest
thou?” They went. They followed Him and went te ldbode and abode
with Him that day.
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What did they observe while they abode with HiGtice what it says in
verse 41, “He first findeth his own brother Simangd saith unto him, We
have found the Messias.” We have found the Messiblow did they
identify this Messiah? | believe part of it wasids sending them to Him,
but that was not all. It says that “They . . .o&b with him” (verse 39). It
does not tell us what was discussed that day. Mady, we know how it
is when we go and visit someone, we learn somethlogit the other indi-
vidual. These two disciples as they abode witlugé¢kat day they were
observing His character. They were listening ts bjjeech. They were
observing His conduct. What they saw convincednthigat here was the
Messiah.

1) Why did John describe Jesus as a Lanidwhn says, “Behold the Lamb
of God.” Why did he describe Him as a Lamb?Ta)illustrate character.
What does the lamb symbolize? It symbolizes td& @tament sacrificial
system The sacrificial lamb was to be perfect and witholemish. It was
to be the choice and the best that they had. Ywmwkas well as | that
lambs are used for sacrifice from the earliest sirmehuman history. In
Genesis 4:3-4 the first sacrifice, the first offgyithat is listed is the one
where Abel brought a sacrifice. We have Cain abelA“in process of
time it came to pass, that Cain brought of thet fofithe ground an offer-
ing unto the LORD. And Abel, he also brought of tinstlings of his flock
and of the fat thereof. And the LORD had respett #bel and to his of-
fering.” It says he brought the best. He broutlet fat. He brought the
choicest portion.

The lamb symbolizes sacrifice. The blood of the banas the substitute
that God accepted to make atonement for man’sEme. blood of the lamb
did not take away man’s sin. It only covered maispointing forward to
the perfect sacrifice of the Lamb that John mestiould take “away the
sin of the world.” It was a substitute until Clirshed His blood, the per-
fect sacrifice.

2) What does the lamb symbolize? It symbolizes sslumisSheep are
models of submission. Isaiah 53:7 describes Jébleswas oppressed,
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mdwths brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shesm@umb, so he openeth
not his mouth.” John described Jesus as a lanilustrate His character.
He was “a man of sorrows, and acquainted with g(ishiah 53:3). Yet,
He was the Lord of heaven.
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Since Jesus demonstrated the purity and trustfedience to the Father,
He was called the “Lamb of God.”

| am not well acquainted with sheep, but from whedad and what | am
told, you can hardly chase a sheep, but you cahtlem. It speaks of a
one who was willing to follow. It speaks of subsia.

3) What does the Lamb symbolize? It symbolizes rfougst. The lamb
was the staple meat in the Israelites’ diet. Ylesy had their other vegeta-
bles but the lamb was the staple of their meaus)said in John 6:35, “I
am the bread of life.” He invites all men to takeHim and live. | would
like to read a few verses in John 6:53. Notice Rohn applies and de-
scribes Jesus as the Lamb of nourishment. JeBilieduhat. John 6:52—
58 says, “The Jews therefore strove among thensebaying, How can
this man give us his flesh to eat?” This followlsere Jesus say, “I am the
bread of life.”

John 6:53-58 Then Jesus said unto them, Verdsily, | say unto you,
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, andkdria blood, ye have no
life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, and drinketh bigod, hath eternal
life; and | will raise him up at the last day. Fowy flesh is meat indeed,
and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth mghjeand drinketh my
blood, dwelleth in me, and | in him. As the livikgther hath sent me, and
| live by the Father: so he that eateth me, eveshadl live by me. This is
that bread which came down from heaven: not as YVatners did eat
manna, and are dead: he that eateth of this bredidise for ever.”

Notice the nourishment Jesus provides that of aldife. He says, “he
that eateth . . . shall live.” It speaks of noment, does it not?
4) John described Jesus as a lamb because of His aémsness.We
know that sheep have no weapon of natural defercérorse will kick,
many other animals will kick in self-defence. Wavh nothing in the
sheep to defend himself. Jesus in His earthlydiéenot defend Himself.
He allowed His enemies to take Him captive. Heuntdrily offered Him-
self. When they came to the garden, He said, “Wkepk ye? They an-
swered him, Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus responsge“ivam he” (John
18:4- 5). He willingly gave Himself. Peter waseomwho was ready to de-
fend his Lord. However, Jesus said, “Put up thgrskv(John 18:11). He
allowed His enemies to take Him captive.
Further, He allowed His enemies to mistreat Him.hatvdid they do?
They “mocked him” (Matthew 27:29). They placedraven of thorns on
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His head. “They bowed the knee” in mockery and s&iail, King of the
Jews!” — mockery. Finally, “they crucified him” (dMthew 27:35). In all
this what did Jesus do? He was as the lamb iofedfer shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (Isaiah 53H9.willingly gave Him-
self. No man took His life from Him. (To be concluded next issue.)

ANOTHER LOOK TO CALVARY.

A look to Calvary will change a person’s lifedaattitude. It is good and
necessary for sinners and saints, traveling ondad to the long eternity,
to occasionally take another look to Calvary.

The true meaning of Calvary has far-reachinga$f for the troubled
soul that longs and seeks for peace and rest. Thesubstitute for what
took place on the old rugged cross. The plan ofasi@n for man was com-
pleted on the cross at the place called Golgothairdes we hear what
took place at Calvary described as God doing Hry best and man his
worst. It is possible that those men who crucif@uist did not know, in
reality, what they were doing. Crucifixion was calesed one of the cruel-
est ways to put someone to death. "Yet it pleaked.ord to bruise him;
he hath put him to grief" Isaiah 53:10.

In chapter 53, the prophet Isaiah tells aboatdihfferings of Christ. He
described what kind of person Jesus was. Indeethldhevhat Jesus' death
would mean to all mankind in the generations to €pas well as to those
who lived in the past. Words seem to be inadeqtatiell how Christ
needed to suffer for the sins of the world, whiohluded your sins and
mine. We think of the walk through the garden oflSemane, the time
when His spirit and soul became exceedingly sombgveind of Christ try-
ing to carry the cross after being smitten so uethdly. Yet He continued
on.

Those in Christ's time could, and we today ¢&shold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (Jdh29). There are many
hymns that remind us of Calvary. One of them s&ykere is life for a
look at the crucified One." Another writer, Miltddodson, penned an im-
pressive hymn: "Let me take another look at Calvhey me see the place
where Jesus died for me." It continues on withwioeds, "Let me see the
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rusty nails through His hands and His feet." Thaswhe time when He
purchased my salvation. You and | possibly findselves singing that
beautiful hymn from time to time. How refreshingtbe soul!

This look of faith became a reality already durthg time of the Old Tes-
tament. In Numbers 21:8, we read about Mosesdiftip a brazen serpent
for those who had been bitten by fiery serpentthdf/ looked, they lived.
In John 3:14, we are reminded that as the people Wwealed because
Moses lifted up the brazen serpent, so the Sonaf hMeeded to be lifted
up for the healing of the world. Oh, how we seernfaibat times to lift Je-
sus up!

Another reason for the need to take another &adkalvary is our corrupt
nature, which produces failings and besetting dings good to look to
Calvary at revival time, but that is not enoughapis tells us, in Psalm 73,
about the depravity of man and about those whodiwecked life. Then he
makes the assertion about his own divine awakeamighow he needs di-
vine counseling, like we do. He ends with sayingf thwas good for him
to draw near to God. All Christians should drawmeaGod and think
about the great sacrifice our Savior made on Calvar

It has been a problem for man throughout agextept Christ as Lord
of their lives. To accept Christ as Lord means @atiooal practice of self-
denial and cross bearing. Looking to Calvary arelrggthe bleeding Sav-
ior moves us to accept Him also as our Lord andidas

The meaning of Calvary becomes an assurandese twho have lost a
loved one, and for all those who are heaven-botlihd.promise is made in
John 3:16 that "whosoever believeth in him showtperish, but have ev-
erlasting life." So when the heart is bleeding anoken, the look to Cal-
vary puts one in touch with a caring, compassiqreatd loving Savior. Je-
sus' words, "Let not your heart be troubled, neitbeit be afraid" John
14:27, are soothing words.

Another look to Calvary is a consoling thought those who might have
become discouraged. There are those who wait tinetyl are close to leav-
ing this earth life. When they take a serious lamCalvary, they find their
way to forgiveness and true peace with God and mhis. is a miracle of
grace.

Before the Calvary scene, Christ institutedltbed's Supper after eating
the last Passover before His death on the cross.3raelites kept the
Passover in commemoration of the time when in EdgptLord passed
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over the houses where door-posts had been sprimktedlood. This was
considered as redemption by the Israelites. Thd Hrat was slain was to
be without blemish. Likewise, the crucified Chrisas without sin and
blemish.

Today we go through a time of revival at least@a year. This is a time
of searching and examination of the inner man. $hthere be any sin
found, upon repentance the blood of Christ that s@ied on Calvary
washes away our sins, making us whole again. Wenade free indeed.
Then we can sing, "There is pow'r in the blood.isTik what another look
to Calvary means.

We are often reminded of Calvary through the gneay of the Word and
by articles in the Messenger of Truth. When anotbek to Calvary be-
comes a personal matter, we then worship God int sgoid truth. Our
Christian walk of life must be more than just gegtby the ministry, who
are the under shepherds of Jesus, or other padglecan do like the poet
writes, "With my eyes fixed on Jesus, | can facetlaer day. With my
hand in my Savior's, | don't need to go astray."atWa blessed life in
Christ! An edited extract from The Messenger of Truth Wsepermission.

Power Confirmed Part 3.
And they went forth, and preached every where,Lthrel working with
them, and confirming the word with signs followiAgnen.Mark 16:20.

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the Day Réntecost had put the
entire city of Jerusalem in a stir, creating a \aslience to which Peter
could declare the first gospel message. This tegabii Jesus' resurrection
and of repentance toward God created great wonadéramel controversy.
Some people discounted it, but many believed. D@ased and things
gquieted somewhat. Then the lame man which lay ettéimple gate and
who was known by all, was miraculously healed. Thisacle could only
confirm the power of the risen Christ, and manydweld on Him and were
added to the church.

Great deliverance and healing yet remain fose¢hia this generation who
choose to believe and obey the gospel messages @maér is not limited,
and His hand is not shortened that it cannot satieet uttermost.
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Acts 3:1-20

“Now Peter and John went up together into theple at the hour of
prayer, being the ninth how#And a certain man lame from his mother's
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gdtthe temple which is
called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered the temple3Who
seeing Peter and John about to go into the tengiledaan alms*And Pe-
ter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, samhk .on us>And he gave
heed unto them, expecting to receive somethingehtéThen Peter said,
Silver and gold have | none; but such as | have githee: In the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and watnd he took him by the right
hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feed ankle bones received
strength8And he leaping up stood, and walked, and enteréd tivem into
the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising Géchd all the people
saw him walking and praising GotAnd they knew that it was he which
sat for alms at the Beautiful gate of the tempted they were filled with
wonder and amazement at that which had happenedcimt11And as the
lame man which was healed held Peter and Johrhealpeople ran to-
gether unto them in the porch that is called Solws)@reatly wondering.
12And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the pedf@enen of Israel,
why marvel ye at this? or why look ye so earnegtys, as though by our
own power or holiness we had made this man to w&kte God of Abra-
ham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of otefat hath glorified his
Son Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied hifmeipresence of Pilate,
when he was determined to let him é#But ye denied the Holy One and
the Just, and desired a murderer to be grantedymip!>And killed the
Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dealdereof we are wit-
nesses®And his name through faith in his name hath mads mhan
strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faith wigdby him hath given
him this perfect soundness in the presence of flo&’And now, brethren,
| wot that through ignorance ye did it, as did asor rulers.8But those
things, which God before had shewed by the mouthdldfis prophets, that
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
19Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that yosrreiay be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from thesence of the Lord;
20And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before waaghed unto you.”
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Many wonders and signs were done by the apofilesving the out-
pouring of the Holy Ghost. Each one added a dinoensi credibility to
the apostles' testimony of Christ's resurrectidme freshness and reach of
this newfound power could only confirm the trutlatimothing is too hard
for God. Perhaps no other miracle of that day edrtine impact brought by
the healing of the lame man. He was such a soaiadn, being brought
by others daily to lie at the temple gate, beggahms. Surely he lay
equally heavy on the public conscience as peoptengted to bypass him
on their way to worship in the temple. His only meaf sustenance was
through gaining public sympathy. Undoubtedly, maepple wished that
something meaningful could be done to help the larag.

When Peter and John went to the temple to phey encountered this
helpless man, lame since his birth. What opporesithe Holy Spirit re-
veals to us—opportunities often at our fingertippotigh which we may
prove His love for the souls of men! When Peter doldn asked the crip-
ple to look on them, he gave heed. To give hee®ad is the key to
unleashing the power of Heaven in our lives. Patet John gave heed to
the gentle promptings of the Spirit of God to miersto the lame man's
needs. The lame man gave heed to their requesthanésult was that he
leaped, walked, and praised God. Truth and gratenetibe established in
our lives unless we give heed to God's message.

The powerful witness left by the lame man walkend praising God
moved the people. They could not help but notiee great difference in
him as he held Peter and John in gratitude. That gigange in this man
demanded an explanation. Boldly and humbly the tigmgave all honor
and glory to the name of Jesus.

We live in a world where all manner of ungod$igas boldly flaunted.
Sin, Satan, and the world exert untold influencé power. Unregenerate
people seem doomed to follow their depraved natamessuffer the eternal
consequences of hell fire with hardly a blip of miag on the mind or con-
science as to what lies ahead. The devil's liagpled with men's passions,
create an evil heart of unbelief in much of societgay and leave an at-
mosphere of prevailing hopelessness.

But as a hopeless end is a choice, so is ar&ntbpe. "The law of the
Lord is perfect, converting the soul" (Psalm 19IMis truth has enough
power, if properly understood, to change the smtitandscape. And now
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the perfection of the Law has been improved upd&ior 'what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the fleSlod sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for siondemned sin in the flesh:
that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilie us" (Rom. 8:3-4).
The apostle Paul is telling us that the perfectbrine Law is now im-
proved upon through Christ Jesus, so that beliewektim find the right-
eousness of the law fulfilled in them. And, almbsiyond understanding,
Jesus Himself says this power and perfection igongal upon yet again:
"Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expediéntyou that | go away: for
if I go not away, the Comforter will not come untou; but if | depart, |
will send him unto you" (John 16:7). Jesus' physitegarture opened the
way for His abiding spiritual presence to be a tamsin the believer's life,
leading him into all truth. What promise this abantdpower brings to the
Christian! We do well to ask ourselves if this pows evidenced in our
own lives.

From the earliest recorded Bible history, gogi;m has been connected
with blessings, power, and deliverance in the idigl believer's life. The
Lord told Cain he would be accepted if he did w&Hat is true for us to-
day. Power is given to those who are molded by $@¢brd and keen to
His Spirit. This power is not a power over otheojple’s lives, but a power
in our own lives to subdue the flesh and to conftwr®od's will.

One confirmation of power in personal Christii@ng today is the grace
to love and lend, "hoping for nothing again" (Lu&s5). To love those
who love us is not a sign of power, but to love ememies and to do good
to them makes us "children of the Highest." Somgnai proofs of
Heaven's power are to overcome evil with goodjve in forgiveness, to
exercise a conscience void of offense toward Gatiman, to bear about
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, and toerfa&aven our treasure.
A particular test, in these last times, is to kéeye from waxing cold
(Matthew 24:12). Both love for God and love for darethren are under
real test. This love is the very essence of godpetrine and is scriptural
proof of true discipleship. Therefore, to forbidlifierence or criticalness
to take root in our hearts is a sign of gospel grac

One of the great confirmations of God's shepghgrdf His children is
for each to come to a personal understanding ofridecthat unites him
with his brethren. To attend services in the sam&ah building is not
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doctrinal unity. Unity is the result of actuallyllswing alike by the revela-
tion of God's will through His Holy Spirit. The darchurch conferences,
as well as general conferences held today, reiealpbwer and grace to
unite men's hearts doctrinally. "There is one baihd one Spirit, even as
ye are called in one hope of your calling; One L.amk faith, one baptism,
One God and Father of all, who is above all, amdutjh all, and in you
all" (Ephesians 4:4-6).

Some questions to ponder: 1.What signs confienptiesence and power
of God in a believer's life? and 2. What are tlymsiof a lack of spiritual

power in a Christian's life? What are the causes?
From a series of 6 lessons by GloBpblishers Moundridge Kansas.

COMFORT
In this world ye shall have tribulatiogdohn 16:33)Yea though | walk

through the valley of the shadow of death | widlirfao evil: for thou art
with me; thy rod and thy staff theymfort me.(Psalm 23:4)

Many of us, probably all, have experienced ofimmsand I'm thinking
especially of opposition maybe in the family whérées family members
that don't see the same values as we do, relatiwessition, that can be-
come a valley in our experience.

As we think of going through a valley | haveeoftthought of it as a
Christian going along and going through one vaHdey then going along
and going through another valley and so on. | nged my mental picture
of that when studying for this sermon and in thigkmore of the valleys,
that the Christian life as a upward climb, it ig modown and up and then
down and then up, but it is a upward climb andtakeys may be more
accurately described as we go up we are going ghrealleys, the moun-
tain ranges, there are circumstances come in ugoand then we go
through these dark experiences but we are stililthg. But there is times
of course that we, in the valley experiences, wendgbe go down spiritu-
ally but if we can face these valleys properly ur €hristian life really
they are part of the upward climb, it is just ttie circumstance surround-
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ing us are dark and we need God's special gracégiricn those experi-
ences to bring us through, but valleys can be ugwimbs.

One thought in relation to the valleys here, sheep going through the
valleys to the pasture above, that was the logitade for them to be be-
cause that is where the water in the pasture vgaf)ey went up through
these valleys they were surrounded with the sustanand we can think
of that in relation to Christian life too, we areigg to a higher plateau in
the Christian experience and God knows we neec thageys, there is no
other way through them, the only way is through ¥ladley and that is
where the sustenance is. So God gives the graeestitingth we need as
we go through these experiences, as we go thrdwegte tvalleys.

He says: | will fear no evil for thou art withenThat is the supreme com-
fort for the saint. Now it doesn't matter what ttiecumstance in our ex-
perience is we will always have the assuranceltibé Lord, will be with
us, | will be with thee, Thou wilt be with me.

Have you ever been discouraged or depressedcbytan circumstance
or situation and as you drew near to the Shephare ©f the sting of that
just wasn't there and it was a comfort, and sovtideeys will bring us
closer to the Shepherd, if we allow them to.

Also the valleys will help us develop strong aldiber and Job said this
in Job 23:10when he hath tried me, | shall come forth as gold.

And we can allow the valleys to do that for us;ttisaa beautiful picture,
we can either allow these valleys to grind us dawro polish us as we
sometimes say.

So | think we have grounds by saying tonight tine rod here would
have reference to the word of God, Thy rod and dtajf they comfort me
in the midst of these experiences. Isn't it a clatem that as we go
through valleys we have truth on our side, we hawth with us and we
can wield the sword of truth and there is a plad arpurpose for the val-
leys. It brings comfort as we think of valleys, asmmetimes we wonder
why, but to think that there is a plan and a puepes can have out of the
word of God, God has a purpose in this and theaerigyme and reason for
what happens. We can be comforted and consoledgcaneread about
God's power, we can read about the promises of @ed;an read about
God's love, we could read how others faced sevetsbles, we can read
about the hand of the Lord in the experiences ibbtfaced and how God
was very merciful, we can read about a place ofraoble, we can read
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about solutions to our problems, and we can seeeg®ive direction, we
can read about surrender, we can read to be fasdinand the list could
go on and on.

We have the Word, we can face these experieddes.Word of God

searches our hearts, comforts our hearts andesgig security.
An extract from a message on Psalm 23 by BrothearAliGuenter.

The P urpose and Value of Church Djscjp]ine.
Edited from a message by David G. Burkholder

The term church discipline may be used in two ways,

A] We use it as a noun as a representation ofutles and standards of our
church.

B] The verb sense is the administration of Chuiskigline or its exercise.
It is this second, the verb sense, which | am igppo keep clear as we
move through our discussion.

The word church discipline raises various fegdiin people's minds, for
some people church discipline is a very ugly terns ia very undesirable
part of church life, and I think as we considerttbar response and our
evaluation of Church discipline can be quite revegl

You know it can have something to say about haveh we care about
coming out right and it can have a lot to do wittwhwe feel about what
we hope the church to be in the future.

Now that is implying that church discipline isvary necessary part of
our personal spiritual survival and also the swaVvief the church body.
You see that implied in Hebrews 12:5-6 which sayly son, despise not
thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint whenutlaot rebuked of him.
For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scturgesry son whom
he receiveth.”

And so we don't want to be chafing at the matteClofirch discipline be-

cause that indicates another problem, it indictitaswe do not understand
its value and its purposes and so we hope thateathiwk about this sub-
ject that it will help us to have a healthy atteudward church discipline.
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| would like to first of all list some purposés church discipline and
secondly notice a number of scriptures that speatis subject and see
how they apply to our setting.

1] The first purpose of a church discipline is tias$ intended to set up the
perimeters of acceptable conduct.

When we sense that the church discipline is intértdeestablish the pe-
rimeters of acceptable conduct and see the needthieeverb sense is the
administration of that. It is somewhat traffic spesgns on the highway,
the signs are the law and the police are the dragsatiministrate it.

And so church discipline is intended to set uprpeters and then to help
people to live within those perimeters and | woliké to add to that, that
the purpose of that is to help the Christian toehfagedom in his life.

Now there is a paradox.

For some people the very establishment of peéeraeor limitations to
them means bondage but to the Christian who uradetstthe intent of
church discipline he realises that it is to proviidedom.
| think we all recognise that if the highways wabilave no regulations, if
there would be no police on the highway, it progafbuldn't be very safe
to travel them and we would likely be among the stdwecause we would
always be in a hurry.

So you see we need the restraint of the very thingisthen give us free-
dom and that is what we are trying to help us tdeustand today.

2] Another purpose of church discipline is to gutdese who do not un-
derstand.
The scriptures tell us in first Timothy one tha¢ thw is for the lawless. |
think that is in a sense what a church disciplsaetiis law for the lawless,
now that ignorance can be out of ignorance or ienoe but it can also be
out of pure neglect and so a church disciplingnallfy intended to guide
those who do not understand or who do not haveighe judgement that
they need.

| am sure that all of us would admit that theaee been times that we
have not been as quick to understand as we oudtavi® been and even if
we understood we were not as quick to disciplines@ues and here is an-
other purpose now of church discipline, and thabisstablish a discipline
to help those who do not discipline themselves.
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It is to help us to do what we have not beemgléor ourselves and that
is what the scriptures mean when they say thdathes given for the law-
less, those who refuse to heed the law internaltlyfeom within, for them
the outward law is given.

3] Another matter we want to keep clear about dhdliscipline and that is
that its main intent is not punishment.

Sometimes people get the idea that church diiseips pure punishment
but whether it carries punishment or not the puggedor correction of er-
ror, it is for the salvaging of the erring, for eadption, it is education for
the unlearned, it is discipline for the undiscipbihand so it is intended for
correction. | think we do well to keep that in mind
4] Another purpose is that church discipline isessary for the preserva-
tion of the biblical church.

Now we could perhaps idealise around with theaidhat everybody
ought to be that spiritual and that understandiag e don't need any dis-
cipline, but I think the scriptures and also oba@ion would also prove
that this is not really how it would work.

| would like to refer to a number of scripturesw that point us to the
necessity of and some of the involvements of chudiishipline. Why it is
necessary. I'm giving these scripture referencesder of where they are
in the scriptures rather than trying to decide \whigere the most impor-
tant.

In Acts 20:28-31, this is Paul's parting messagedddaders at Ephesus
as he was about to depart and he says to them:
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to allfick, over the which
the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feedhbech of God, which
he hath purchased with his own blo&#or | know this, that after my de-
parting shall grievous wolves enter in among yaoat, sparing the flock.
30Also of your own selves shall men arise, speakiag/grse things, to
draw away disciples after thefTherefore watch, and remember.

Now this Scripture indicates that there will these who will be threat-
ening, attacking the church and this will be fronthaut and even from
within, but he counsels them to watch and to reneemb
In 1 Corinthians 5:4-7 this deals with a gravegtudarity in the church of
Corinth and Paul gives direction to this from veiaer and on and he says
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In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, whenrgegathered together, and
my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus ChriBb, deliver such an one
unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that gpirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus. Your glorying is notdoénow ye not that a
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump? Purge batdfore the old leaven,
that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavenadewen Christ our
Passover is sacrificed for us.

There are two things that stand out in these verses

First is that he says in verse five: To delisech a one unto Satan for the
destruction of the flesh.

We understand this as to removing that person paWgifrom the church
membership (excommunication) but then he says ttiatspirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

The intent is that such a person be put on thedmuts brotherhood.

He says later in the same chapter that they dre fmt away and not to eat
with such a one, but the intent it is for that pershen to realise where he
has placed himself so that he might repent andalbedsin the day of the
Lord Jesus. And so the purpose of it is for thesqeal salvation of the err-
ing.

And then in verse seven Paul warns what it @allto the church if that
leaven is not removed. And so we see here thaintbat and purpose of
church discipline is for the purifying and the ntaimance of the purity of
the body. Those are the two main purposes thagisesn that help us to
understand the need of church discipline.

Paul then in Philippians 3:15-17, after he lays his desires for himself
to be among those experiencing and attaining urgaesurrection of the
dead he says in verse 15

“Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thinded: and if in any
thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal glienunto you. Never-
theless, whereto we have already attained, letalk ly the same rule, let
us mind the same thing. Brethren, be followers ttogreof me, and mark
them which walk so as ye have us for an ensampleré he is showing
the need for unity he says we are to be mindingémee things and we are
to be walking by the same rule and he says thensaid them those who
are walking properly for an example, but the intastl see it in these
verses is to establish unity in the brotherhood ladhdicates in verse 15
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that if people are perfect in their attitudes amdheir desires that God is
going to be working, he said if in any thing youdiberwise minded God
shall reveal even this unto you.

| believe that God is ever ready to do that foifwge are willing to listen,
that He is ready to work to bring us into a unitythe brotherhood and that
we can then be blessed by that.

2 Thessalonians 3:6, we are just noticing theesgtures because they
become what | call the Bible place for the admmaitsbn of church disci-
pline it says:

“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of loand Jesus Christ,
that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother thaiketh disorderly,
and not after the tradition which he received of us

Here he is telling us that there is a time and elhat people who walk
disorderly and refuse to respect that which hasectmrbe believed, which
Paul calls a tradition, he says that they are thhdvaw themselves from
such.

2 Thessalonians 3:14-15 “And if any man obey or word by this
epistle, note that man, and have no company with, kihat he may be
ashamed. Yet count him not as an enemy, but adimbims as a brother.”

Again we see that even when people need to thelrawn from you can
feel the burden for the salvaging of that individiraverses 14 and 15.
Whilst the relationship has changed the purpodkistand remains that
such person would come to himself and find his Wwagk into a right rela-
tionship with God and the church.

1 Timothy 5:20. “Them that sin rebuke before #iht others also may
fear.”

You see the exercise of church discipline on owkévidual ought to affect
the whole brotherhood in the sense that we knowitigwithin our power
to fail also and when sin is rebuked its intenthiat it sharpens all of us
that we are not found or caught in the same sd@oaso here it called for
rebuke so that others might fear.

You see God is not only interested in correctingagions but He is inter-
ested in preventing situations and that is why Bayt that when sin is re-
buked it will cause others to fear and consequek@gp them from sin.

Titus 3:9-10. The verse before this talks alfoalish questions and con-
tentions and strivings but then in verse 10 iteatks again that the church
is called to take action under various circumstantcsays:
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“A man that is an heretick after the first and setadmonition reject;”
Again it is simply calling to help the church te telivered from questions
and contentions and strivings that will have théeptal of tearing her
apart.

1 Peter 5:2-3: “Feed the flock of God which mceg you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willinghot for filthy lucre, but
of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over Gbdistage, but being en-
samples to the flock.”

Now we simply bring that in as one of the scriptuvéhere the Lord indi-
cates that He expects people to administrate chdiscipline.

Revelation 2:2-5
We want to accept these this afternoon as a soleanning in relation to
the administration of church discipline.

In verse two God points out the many right thitigst they do, they la-
bour, they have patience, they cannot bear withaen they try those call-
ing themselves apostles but are not and found tiens then (v.3) hast
born and had patience but then in (v.4) He cri¢giand says: Nevertheless
| have somewhat against thee, because thou haghyefirst love. (v.5)
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, rapent, and do the
first works; or else | will come unto thee quickbnd will remove thy can-
dlestick out of his place, except thou repent.

The startling truth of verse five here is thdtelar Him saying is that if
the church does not discipline itself to repentaeme faithfulness the Lord
will do it, and the Lord will do it by removing thmandlestick, and can you
think of anything more terrible that could happenatgroup of believers
then that the Lord would come and remove the catidle

Earlier on in the end of chapter 1 it shows héevis in the midst of the
churches and He holds them in His hand but if therch does not disci-
pline itself then He will.

So | think we could turn this around and sayt tha purpose of church
discipline is to help the church to keep hersellemthe blessing of God
and if she refuses to do that or fails to do ttten the Lord takes the next
step. (To be concluded in next issue)
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"How Readest Thou?”

"It is one thing to read the Bible through,
Another thing to read, to learn and do,
Some read it with design to learn to read,
But to this subject pay but little heed.
Some read it as their duty once a week,
But no instruction from the Bible seek;
While others read it with but little care,
With no regard to how they read, nor where.
Some read to bring themselves into repute,
By showing others how they can dispute;
While others read because their neighbours do
To see how long it will take to read it through.
Some read it for the wonders that are there,
How David killed a lion and a bear;
While others read it with uncommon care.
Some read as if it did not speak to them,
But to the people at Jerusalem.

One reads with father's specs upon his head,
And sees the thing just as his father said.
Some read to prove a pre-adopted Creed,
Hence understand but little that they read;
For every passage in the Word they bend
To make its suit that all important end.
Some people read, as | have often thought,
To teach the Book instead of being taught;
And some there are who read it out of spite.
| fear there are but few who read it right.
Read it very prayerfully, and you'll see,
Although men contradict, God's words agree;
For what the early Bible Prophets wrote,
We find that Christ and His Apostles quote.
So trust no creed that trembles to recall
What has been penned by one and verified by all.”
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The Holy Spirit is sometimes a misunderstood phthe Trinity, yet one
of the greatest forces in the life of the believelis presence was obvious
at Creation as well as during the time of the Olktament, when the
Spirit of God came upon individuals whenever thees a special task to
be done. However, now that Jesus has come and Higdife for the sins
of the world and then ascended back to heaven\éwe Testament saints
have the promise that “the Spirit of truth; whore thiorld cannot receive .
. . dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (Jot17). The Holy Spirit
draws, convicts, guides, reproves, teaches, andocrindividuals, and
also glorifies Christ.

The Holy Spirit is powerful, yet He can be résis Man was created
with the power to choose the course he will tak#d’s desire is that all
men would be saved and have fellowship with Hint, e will not force
anyone. When the Holy Spirit brings unsaved irdirgils to the knowl-
edge of the truth and convicts them of sin, theyaher follow the course
they are set on, away from God, or choose to heeddll of God and be
saved from sin.

When Stephen answered his accusers just pridnstaleath, he very
boldly stated that they in their unbelief were séag the Holy Ghost. All
people resist the Holy Spirit while yet in the uneerted state, like those
who persecuted Stephen. However, at conversi@gnrdsistance is over-
come, and the sinner, saved by grace, allows Claristign in his heatrt.
He is then submitting to the Spirit rather tharistésg Him. For example,
Saul (later Paul) resisted the Spirit by persegutive Christians, but later
he prayed, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?% Hesistance was now
something of the past. He saw things from a cotalylalifferent perspec-
tive. He experienced what we call the New Birth.

When Nicodemus came to Jesus one night, heddtate he understood
that God must be with Him to be able to do the oigswhich He did. Je-
sus then simply explained the phenomenon of that3esiding in a man
and the change that occurs. It is a spiritual gbahat affects every area
of life whether physical, emotional, intellectuiside, outside, actions, re-
actions, speech, conduct, and suchlike.
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People give evidence of resisting the Spirit tteey, like Stephen’s ac-
cusers, refuse to follow the Scriptures and dcecsffitly than their fathers
did. Sometimes they express an antagonism towa@ever stands for
right and even become a persecutor. The Spidls is to help us rise
above the will of the flesh rather than excuse wrongdoing because of
our ancestral weakness. Also when the Name ofi&taken in vain, the
Spirit is being resisted. Men cannot speak dewosgatabout spiritual
things and remain innocent before God. Though man resist the Spirit,
he will not be able to resist the call to standobeiGod to give account.

Men resist the Spirit by staying away from pReéere the truth is be-
ing discussed and preached. They may voice resantagainst a friend
who speaks a word of testimony and challenge tmth&hey may even
resort to listening to loud music to stifle the amiof the Spirit speaking
during quiet moments.

Paul warned the saints at Ephesus about anathgrof resisting the
Holy Spirit. “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of @Go whereby ye are
sealed unto the day of redemption” (Ephesians 4:3®)e Spirit is a per-
sonality; He can experience pain, sorrow, or distreThe prophet Isaiah
also spoke of those who rebelled and how it vekedHoly Spirit (Isaiah
63:10). This means it tormented or pained Himht® point that He be-
came their enemy and fought against them ratherftivahem.

When Asaph wrote Psalm 78, giving a brief higtof God’s people, he
recalled how they provoked the Spirit in the wiltless and grieved Him in
the desert. Is this possible today? Can people kviow the Lord be
guilty of causing pain to the Holy Spirit of Godf’so, how? And how can
we guard against such transgression?

First of all, we grieve the Spirit if we havemmal interest in spiritual
things. Jesus sent the Spirit to fill and empouger If our interest level is
so low that we seldom engage in spiritual discussspasmodically read
the Bible, and rarely study or contribute to the@ay school class, we are
grieving the Spirit. We ought to be alive: “Youthde quickened.”
Secondly, we grieve the Spirit if we become carelmsd begin to follow
the course of this world. Living after the flestieges the Spirit of God
and feeds the wrong desires in us. “Walk in theitSpnd ye shall not ful-
fil the lust of the flesh” (Galatians 5:16).

We also grieve the Spirit if we hesitate to doatwve know we should do
because we cannot see where the exercise of ¢hrwai lead us. God’'s
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plan for us is always for our good, never to hwt May God help us to
trust Him more completely.

The Bible refers to yet another means of regjstine Holy Spirit. Apos-
tle Paul placed the warning “Quench not the Spiogtween the encour-
agement to be always in a prayerful attitude aedetthortation to continue
to hear the truth taught and remain faithful t@lifThessalonians 5:16-23).
This would seem to indicate that if our responsthéowork of the Spirit is
not favourable, we finally get to the place where actually extinguish
this powerful source of help and comfort that watemded for our good.
What a disaster for that to happen, for we desplgrated all the divine
guidance that is available to us without cuttinf tbfs provision for our
victory.

The time just prior to the Flood was characttiby violence and evil
imaginations continually. The Lord said that bessawf this His Spirit
would “not always strive with man,” indicating thidte conscience was no
longer active. God will eventually let man do whatwants if he persists.
“God gave them over to a reprobate mind” (RomarZ8)1: Let us not
guench the Spirit.

Resisting, grieving, and quenching the Spirill fimally lead to some-
thing even worse — sinning against the Spirit. sTisi referred to in the
letter to the Hebrews as doing despite to the Sgfigrace.

We can guard against doing injustice to the HolyiSpy listening as He
speaks and doing accordingly. We need not fedoltow the Spirit; for
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost agree tlaesk three are one (1
John 5:7). Wayne L. Shank Eastern Mennonite Testimony, 1988.
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