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From The Editor’'s Desk

Isaiah 44:7And who, as I, shall call, and shall declare itdaset it inor-
derfor me, since | appointed the ancient people? &wedhings that are
coming, and shall come, let them shew unto them.

1 Corinthians 14:40Let all things be donelecently and irder.”

In the preparation of this publication it someds seems that order is
the last thing that occurs, sermons are listenedrtales are sought out,
read, edited and then prayerfully the Lord willgdan order those things
that may, Lord willing, benefit our readers andrtla the end of the proc-
ess | never cease to be amazed how it all seeemMe together, usually
at the last moment and wonder how it all happened.

This month was no exception and after seekiegStripture for some
direction in how to order the contents the two tesitse were a great en-
couragement. Isaiah 44:6-8 portrays the words af Bionself and it chal-
lenged me that verse 7 shows our human inabilityetoin_ordef(Hebrew
word awrak meaning to put in order or arrangé#)ose things that God has
ordained and then Apostle Paul speaking to then@oan church after
telling them God is not a God of confusion (ver8¢ $ays to do all things
decently and in_order(Greek word taxis meaning regular arrangement,
official dignity).It seems to me that in both cases the order esfdaris not
only God honouring and God inspired but if we pssféo be His people
and to be like Him then it is absolutely necesdarys to behave not only
in church life but daily life in a way that is Gbdnouring and a reflection
of God Himself — we are created in His image arenot?

Philippians 2:12 tells us to work out our owrivadon with fear and
trembling and that cannot happen if we are haplarapur approach to
God’s Truth, we need an orderliness in our Chistielk that will reflect
God’s holiness. Being disorderly in our approackht Christian life will |
believe short change God and cause us to missdhe-to order our life
in line with His Word will bring us into His presea on that last day. Mat-
thew Henry has this to say on this verse: “The rloetand example of
consistent believers will enlighten others, aneéditheir way to Christ and
holiness, even as the light-house warns marineasaa rocks, and directs
their course into the harbour.” Orderliness ofgpess is in focus here.

Haphazardness in following Christ will not leaslhome to heaverf.v.L
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
Watch for the Lord's Return. Matthew 24. (Conclusion)
From a message preached at Paces Creek MennoniteiGHY

Watch, that is what Jesus said, Watch. If the homeer knows the thief
is coming he will be watching. We know the Lorcc@ming so we can be
watching.

To watch means to be awake and be alert. | wapistolook at a few
things in the Bible that God says we should be anak several from the
Old Testament and then a few from the New. | wdikld to go back to
Isaiah. Isaiah is sometimes referred to as thpedad the Old Testament,
we will take a few thoughts from the book of Isaiah

The first ondsaiah 26:19

“Thy dead men shall live, together with my déady shall they arise.
Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust: for thy diswas the dew of herbs,
and the earth shall cast out the dead.”

Now that verse alone is quite obscure | admit tthett phrase that | am
pulling from this verse is “Awake and sing ye thlatell in dust.” There is
something in this chapter that God is calling usateke to, what is it?
Well | see a call in this chapter, if we had thmdito read through this
chapter | am sure we can all see it, a call for &wity to awake to God. |
will just point out a few things here.

| see this as calling people in this chapter tadmescious or aware of the
fact that God is sovereign and to see Him workmthe earth, He is bring-
ing salvation, He is giving life to people, He iwigg life to those who
were dead. Some are being convicted of sin antheing saved, they are
being quickened, and they are being made aliveJdesus Christ putting it
in New Testament terms. God is at work, God img@omething. God is
building His Church. Be awake to God is what we sege. Observe His
working. Actually this chapter in Isaiah, 26, ifiann of praise, | will just
move back to verse one it says:

Isaiah 26:1-2
“In that day shall this song be sung in thedlaf Judah; We have a
strong city; salvation will God appoint for wallacibulwarks. [2] Open ye
the gates, that the righteous nation which keefhethruth may enter in.”
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The focus of this chapter is that God is a reality God is at work, He
is doing something, we are to wake up to Him.

Well some people are waking up to God and othersat awake to God
and that is evident here too as we readin verggg ghrough to 11, that
becomes apparent.

Moving down to verse 20 where God says:
Isaiah 26:20
“Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambargl shut thy doors
about thee: hide thyself as it were for a littlemamt, until the indignation
be overpast.”

Now we are to close in, | see here a call to jusply close ourselves in
to God until the judgment passes over: “Come, nmgpfe enter thou into
thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee.” Wbas that remind you
of, what is significant about this God inviting tsscome in, to draw near
Him?

Jesus says: “When you pray you do this, you emter your closet and
you shut the door{Matthew 6:5)When we enter our closets we shut the
door, there is a sense in which we exclude everymkeverything, it is
just God and us and we can pray and commune with Be put the world
on the outside, all our troubles on the outside,cae hide ourselves in
God's presence and be with God and it will onlyablétle moment until
those trials, those indignations are overpast asdslcomes for us. Awake
to God. That was our first point.

Now we come to the second in Isaiah 52 verses ndevao. Here we
find again the word awake, awake, like verily, iserithere is a duplication
here, awake and be sure to be awake.

Isaiah 52:1-2

“Awake, awake; put on thy strength, O Zion; patthy beautiful gar-
ments, O Jerusalem, the holy city: for hencefdndré shall no more come
into thee the uncircumcised and the unclean. [Zk8hhyself from the
dust; arise, and sit down, O Jerusalem: loose lhiysen the bands of thy
neck, O captive daughter of Zion.”

We understand that chapter 52 and chapter 53 isgh@cy concerning
Jesus and it is a message of hope to a peoplesthaing held captive, it is
a message of God's love and deliverance, it rummaidih this chapter and
runs through the next one, it is a message of redem Verse three:
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Isaiah 52:3
“For thus saith the Lord, Ye have sold yourssl¥or nought; and ye
shall be redeemed without money.”
I am going to call this one God's call to awakeht® gospel message of
Jesus the Saviour of the world.

The shepherds were people that were awake thethigl@hild was born,
the shepherds were out there watching, they wetehivay their sheep,
many people were sleeping but the shepherds weateaand suddenly
there were the angels, they saw angels, they waré¢he with the sheep
and suddenly there were angels about them, thg gfdhe Lord was there
in a way that they never saw it before. And theedsgaid: “Behold we
bring you good tidings of great joy which shall toeall people for unto
you is a born this day in the city of David a Sawievhich is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:11) and the shepherds believed what they heard, they we
awake and they believed. The shepherds went agkerand found Mary
and Joseph and found the babe, the Saviour, lyirgmanger and when
they saw it they made it known abroad.

Isaiah asked the questionl#aiah 53:1“Who hath believed our report?”

Who has believed or will believe? That is a pemninquestion, who is
awake to the gospel, the Saviour to deliver us fsams prison and to give
us eternal life, who will hear the message, whad believe the message?
We believe that this is a part of watching, Chwsints us to be awake and
that we would be awake to Christ and the messateeajospel.

Another verse is in Joel chapterl:5 we find thedvamake” again.
Joel 1:5

“Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, alldyinkers of wine,
because of the new wine; for it is cut off from yooouth.”

What is happening here in this verse? This wakeallpis addressed to
drunkards and | am thinking it includes all who atesessed with sinful
living. For drunkards each new day for them is haotday for another
drink of sin and God through Joel is declaring thigoing to stop.

We should be awake to the reality of God's judgmgmin sin. We
should not only wake-up to the reality of therenigea judgment but we
should cry out to the Lord in genuine repentandengsfor mercy before
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that Day because that Day will be a day of destvadb us if we are not
awake. Verses 14 and 15;
Joel 1:14-15
“Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assemblyhgathe elders and all
the inhabitants of the land into the house of tleedLyour God, and cry
unto the Lord, [15] Alas for the day! for the dafytiee Lord is at hand, and
as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come.”

“Consider the Day of the Lord” that is a phraset tha find throughout
this book, the book of Joel, the Day of the Lordagl's call to the people
of his day and ours, the Day of the Lord, the Dayugment is upon us
and we should awake to the reality of God's judgmeon sin.

Well there are the things that we could point outhis book but we want
to continue on to our next verse which we findirstfCorinthians chapter
15: 34 and here is a call to awake to righteousness

1 Cor. 15:34

“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for sdmage not the knowl-
edge of God: | speak this to your shame.”

| am going to call this: Awake to righteous livirgin not.

After Peter confirms in 2 Peter 3 that Christ isniog and that this earth
will be on fire and be dissolved he concludes waitbromise of receiving a
new heaven and a new earth wherein dwelleth rigisteess and he says:

2 Peter 3:14

“Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look fdra{tyou are awake to)
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of m peace, without spot,
and blameless.”

Awake to righteousness so that we are preparedseoin a world of
righteousness. We understand that heaven is goihg a world of right-
eousness, are we preparing ourselves to live ih wioald where all is
righteous, awake to righteousness. Our works, eeds will either con-
demn us or will verify our faith when the Lord cosne

The next one we are considering is found in Epimesi&a | will read
verses 14 through 18 here:
Ephes. 5:14-18
“Wherefore he saith, Awake (another call herebé awake) thou that
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ givalthee light. [15] See
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then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, &siwise, [16] Redeeming
the time, because the days are evil. [17] Wherdberge not unwise, but
understanding what the will of the Lord is. [18] d\be not drunk with
wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with therBpl

The call of this passage seems to be: Awake toetedation of God's will.

Understand what the will of the Lord is, is twerds that we find in
verse 17. And other way we might say it is to awikéhe Spirit of God.
We each need to be awake to the Spirit of God rifay be filled with the
Spirit. We have that here in verse 18: “And be doink with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit; “

And so we need to be sensitive to God's will @odl's Spirit, that is an-
other aspect of watching. Jesus said it like tHessthat has ears to hear let
him hear. And hearing Jesus involves being selsitvGod's will and His
Spirit, meditating on His Word and discerning wiaid wants and obey-
ing. We have those verses in the Bible: Grief ma& $pirit. (Eph.4:30)
Another one is: Quench not the SpiritThes.5:19We grieve God's Spirit
when we don't listen.

Parents how do your children grieve you? Dg tigeve you when they
don't listen to you, when they don't listen to whaii are telling them and
we grieve God the same way when we falil to listeHlitn and then finally
we don't listen long enough and we quench GodstS@do the call here is
to be awake to God's will and to be sensitive t® Stirit, that is an essen-
tial part of watching for the Lord's return.

Another one is found in Romans 13
Romans 13:11-14

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is higime to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than whenbekeved. [12] The
night is far spent, the day is at hand: let usetoee cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the armour of ligl8] [Zet us walk honestly,
as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness,imahambering and wan-
tonness, not in strife and envying. [14] But putoyethe Lord Jesus Christ,
and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil thists thereof.”
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| am going to call this one: Awake to faithful Ing.

High time to awake out of sleep: for now is @atvation nearer than
when we first believed. Awake to the possibilitafsnore devotedness to
God. Awake to the possibilities of greater caredskin our practice. Do
we really practice the Sermon on the Mount? Howl @elwe practice it?
We should be awake to greater possibilities of gldhat. It was a concern
of Jesus that when He comes again will He finchfaih the earth? We
want to say yes to that concern. We want to sayfgeus and our fami-
lies. And here is how to maintain faith, it is te Bwake to faithful living
and growing in devotedness to God and walking adyeind watching
each step that we take and each thing that we alldvat is what we are to
do, Jesus said to: Watch ye therefore for you kmotvwhat hour your
Lord doth come(Matthew 24:24)

If we are watching we are on alert and when weeatert we are awake to
God. We are awake to the message of the gospehr&Vawvake to the real-
ity of judgment. We are awake to righteous livilge are awake to God's
spirit directing us and we are awake to faithfuing.

If we are watching in these areas one day we skallJesus coming in the
clouds of glory and we shall meet the Lord in tireaad so shall we ever
be with the Lord(1Thes.4:17)

Let us kneel for prayer.

Our Father in heaven we are thankful for theinagion that we find in
the Word and for the privilege to be here to bihgad with the Saints in
this part of that vineyard to look at the scriptagain and to gather food
for thought there. As we leave this place we phay e might continue to
meditate on the things that we have heard so thatom't let them slip and
so that they become a continual inspiration to sisv@ move into tomor-
row and next week until Jesus comes for us.

We do look for our Lord's return and we do aséttthe Lord would
come quickly and receive us unto Himself that wghihshare with Him in
the glories of heaven but until that day comes hslpo live faithfully here
to fulfill our duties and responsibilities here almdcommunicate the gospel
to a world that does not know Jesus Christ.

May we live for His return, we pray in Jesus eafimen.

R
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SNAPSHOTS.
Brief and edited excerpts from historical publioas.

Church Order

The early movement afnabaptism gave way very quickly to the devel-
opment of elements of order as their numbers isecaln 1531 Hans
Pfistermeyer said, "I freely concede that Christiaeed to establish some
order in the church since not all have the sametim’ This had already
been clearly acknowledged in article five of thénl8itheim Confession in
1527 as well as in section two of the earliestvkm@nabaptist con-
gregational order. Various functions in the congtem were recognized,
which those who had the requisite gifts were catledo carry out.

The Reformed theologians in Switzerland and theh&hdnds denied
Anabaptism the right to be called a church because theiropsistere not
chosen according to proper church order — thatathdic or Protestant
ideologies. Hence we have lengthy statementsierstibject from several
writers. They reject the arguments that sacrameortdihation, apostolic
succession or education are proper legitimate riqutacal reasons for hold-
ing the office of pastor.

Anabaptism in general holds that only a man who lives angigrChris-
tian life and who has been taught by the Holy $pain be considered as a
pastor.Anabaptists of all varieties assumed that one could have mdico
dence in the teaching of a man who was not strihgeiedient to the
moral dictates of Scripture. Furthermore, only thgastors had unques-
tioned legitimacy as God's spokesmen who had beeseo by a congre-
gation that was equally obedient. Amabaptism holiness denoted ethical
and moral, not sacramental, purity.

It was also recognized that a man could not apgomself as a "servant
of the Word." This always came at the initiativetioé congregation. The
functions of the pastor were primarily baptizingegching and teaching,
presiding at the Lord's Supper, administering dhudiscipline, and exer-
cising general oversight over the church.

Orders for the administering of baptism and thedlsoSupper also devel-
oped early inAnabaptism. These orders apparently developed in order to
insure an always a biblical view of the church.

We get some insights into congregational meetimgsalections from
variousAnabaptist writers. There was a general rejection of the greds
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monologue and an uncompromising emphasis on coatoegl participa-
tion. Let us not forget that the eaAyabaptists had a hunger for the Word
of God, a burning desire, and in most cases ananuable desire, to fol-
low Christ at all costs, even the cost of theieiythey were a much perse-
cuted people and accepting Jesus Christ as thair &rmd Saviour and be-
ing baptised with the believers baptism and gitimgr allegiance t@na-
baptism was virtually signing their own death warrant, eading of the
Martyr Mirrors will show it has been that way fdt those who are of the
true remnant church in countries in all ages inicigdthe present age,
where Christ is either denied outright or the t&agh of Christ and the
true gospel is perverted to man’s own selfish danadure, allowing no
opposition to their what Apostle Paul rightly calf&another gospel”

Many of the earlyAnabaptists even though not trained theologians by the
standards of worldly Christendom nevertheless ofpemetrated more
deeply into theological issues than universityriedi leaders and this was
born of their sincere desire and hunger for the d\rGod and allowing
the Holy Spirit to lead them in all things.

Michael Sattler "Congregational Order," 1527.

Since the almighty eternal and merciful God hasertad wonderful light
break forth in this world and [in this] most danges time, we recognize
the mystery of the divine will, that the Word ispched to us according to
the proper ordering of the Lord, whereby we havenbealled into his fel-
lowship. Therefore, according to the command ofltbed and the teach-
ings of his apostles, in Christian order, we shaaliderve the new com-
mandment in love one toward another, so that lonaeumity may be main-
tained, which all brothers and sisters of the entongregation should
agree to hold to as follows:

1. The brothers and sisters should meet at legest thr four times a week,
to exercise themselves in the teaching of Chridttas apostles and heart-
ily to exhort one another to remain faithful to therd as they have
pledged.

2. When the brothers and sisters are together,shatytake up something
to read together. The one to whom God has giverbés¢é understanding
shall explain it, the others should be still argtdn, so that there are not
two or three carrying on a private conversatiorthbong the others. The
Psalter shall be read daily at home.
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3. Let none be frivolous in the church of God, Ineitin words nor in ac-
tions. Good conduct shall be maintained by thenalalb before the hea-
then.

4. When a brother sees his brother erring, he sfath him according to
the command of Christ, and shall admonish him @®@haistian and broth-
erly way, as everyone is bound and obliged to dablove.

5. Of all the brothers and sisters of this conglieganone shall have any-
thing of his own, but rather, as the Christiangha time of the apostles
held all in common, and especially stored up a comfand, from which
aid can be given to the poor, according as eachhaile need, and as in
the apostles' time permit no brother to be in need.

6. All gluttony shall be avoided among the brothet® are gathered in
the congregation; serve a soup or a minimum of tedde and meat, for
eating and drinking are not the kingdom of heaven.

7. The Lord's Supper shall be held, as often abtbthers are together,
thereby proclaiming the death of the Lord, andeghgrwarning each one to
commemorate, how Christ gave his life for us, ameldshis blood for us,
that we might also be willing to give our body difd for Christ's sake,
which means for the sake of all the brothers.

Michael Sattler, Schleitheim Confession, 1527

Art.V. We have been united as follows concerningpéterds in the
church of God. The shepherd in the church shall person according to
the rule of Paul, fully and completely, who hasoad) report of those who
are outside the faith. The office of such a persuall be to read and exhort
and teach, warn, admonish, or ban in the cong@ayatind properly to pre-
side among the sisters and brothers in prayerjratite breaking of bread,
and in all things to take care of the body of Ghtisat it may be built up
and developed, so that the name of God might besgutaand honored
through us, and the mouth of the mocker be stopped.

He shall be supported, wherein he has need, bgdhgregation which
has chosen him, so that he who serves the gospellsa live therefrom,
as the Lord has ordered. But should a shephercoohething worthy of
reprimand, nothing shall be done with him withole tvoice of two or
three witnesses. If they sin they shall be publielgrimanded, so that oth-
ers might fear.

But if the shepherd should be driven away or letheolLord by the cross,

-11 -
g We believe that all things are working togetherdar good. j\\ﬁi




EE THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 8 - AUGUST 2009 12

at the same hour another shall be ordained to lasepso that the little
folk and the little flock of God may not be destedy but be preserved by
warning and be consoled.

Balthasar Hubmaier, "Baptismal Order," 1527.

Whoever desires to receive water baptism shoustl fresent himself to
his bishop so that he may be tested as to wheihas Isufficiently in-
structed in the articles of the law, gospel, anthfaand in the doctrines
which pertain to a new Christian life. Also he mgste evidence that he
can pray, and that he can intelligently explain dhicles of the Christian
faith. This must all be ascertained about the aatdi before he can be
permitted to be incorporated into the church.

Interrogation of Ambrosias Spitelmaier circa 1527

Asked where they come together and what they diel&mier answered:

“They have no special gathering places. When tieeggeace and unity
and when none of those who have been baptizedcateied they come
together wherever the people are. They send messagsach other by a
boy or girl. When they have come together theyheawe another the di-
vine Word and one asks the other: how do you utalgisthis saying?
Thus there is among them a diligent living accogdimthe divine Word.

Conversation with Hans Pfistermeyer circa 1531.

| have been offended by their [the clergy's} renratien since it has its
source in usury. | know full well that he who sesweith the gospel is enti-
tled to a sufficient living from it. However, it manot come from interest
or from usury. It is unrighteous gain to live fromerest and from the pro-
ceeds of offerings to idols. To preach against ;almlse and to live off it
at the same time means that he will not be listéoetf he accepts it, how
can he condemn it?

| freely concede that Christians need to estalsihe order in the church
since not all have the same function. Nevertheligs preachers must be
supported by resources a Christian can justify.sTihuvould happen that
once those in need had been looked after, the dmlawould be used for
support of the preachers. Anything left over aftext would be distributed
to the poor. But if the preacher lives on the peatseof usury, he cannot
chastise nor condemn it.
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Hans Hotz in "Bern Colloquy,” 1538.

Concerning our calling and commission to the migistf preaching we
answer as follows. A Christian community must beepand holy. If she
detects gifts and virtues in a member as Paul spalaéut it, then she has
the authority to send them to preach the gosp&efore there can be
Christian preaching there must first be a changé&efimprovement, and
the new birth. Then, if the virtues are detectedunh a person, the com-
missioning follows as Christ called the apostlefottow him. They had to
become subject to his righteousness and abstamn $ia. Only then he
sent them and commanded them to preach the goagl new

Through our faith we have received grace and tlustafic office from
God. However, we do not believe that all who bediend receive the faith
in Christ should therefore be preachers. For tleee different offices
which are distinguished from each other but albbglto the one body.

We also confess that not everyone who is calletheéogodly life should
teach. We believe that there is a variety of giftd offices. A person may
not appoint himself; he must be chosen by the ¢hurc

Leopold Schamschlager, "Mutual Order," 1540.

Since manifold deceptions gain ground everywheisiihportant that the
called, surrendered and obligated members of Jéktist, wherever they
are in the world and in distress, should not foestieir gatherings (He-
brews 10:25). Rather, according to the opportunipievided by place and
persecutions they should come together for the sak#rist's love, wher-
ever and however they may, whether there be femanry.... Such gather-
ing should take place with wisdom, moderation, gesedse, discipline,
friendliness, and a quiet manner, all the more exabse we can see that
the day of the Lord is near at hand....

When they come together and they have no appolegetér, they should
admonish one among them whom they regard as capablé&iendly and
pleasant manner to read or speak to them accotdihgs God-given gift.
Or else someone may personally offer himself fovise out of love. One
after another should be allowed to speak—depengogm whether some-
thing has been given to him as Paul teaches (11@y+and offer his gifts
for the improvement of the members in order thatammngregation be not
like those falsely claiming to be such where ontg @nd no one else may
speak. But before they begin to speak they shaalldoh their knees (1
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Tim. 2:1) and faithfully call on the Lord that halwgrant them to speak
fruitfully. At the conclusion they should diligegtedmonish one another
to walk by the mind of the Lord and steadfastlygmain in him, faithfully
to wait and watch for the Lord until he comes.. héN they depart, they
should once again call and pray to the Lord forttadl members and their
needs and for all men according to the instructibour dear brother Paul
(1 Tim. 2:1). Further they are to thank God forhad gifts and goodness (1
Thess. 5:17), and, according to the opportunitpigethey leave to break
bread with one another in memory of the death efLibrd (1 Cor.11:24).
Whenever they have thus come together an eldef,tbere is none, a
senior brother, should, for the Lord's sake, beceomed for the poor mem-
bers. This should be done with wise, sincere, gentbt offensive nor ag-
gressive, but earnest, emphatic words that thartfienay be moved to
willingness and mercy and that the way and powdowd grows according
to God's pleasure. Above all a brother should abMagve a box or bag
nearby with the knowledge of the church memberghab every member
knows that a free offering or thanksgiving may b ipto it if the Lord so
admonishes either during the meeting or after. st be done in order
that, whenever necessary, the poor may be giveretbamy according to
the necessity of each and the amount available. bfbther who is in
charge of the money is to distribute it with diligecare in a good con-
science and the fear of God. It is not to be dantha world does it with its
poor without investigation or examination of lifghether it is necessary or
not, whether the recipient is a miser or not. @ a holy office (Acts 6:1)

Peter Riedeman: Concerning Singing.

Paul says, "Sing and make melody in your hearhéolLibrd, with psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs." For this reasosayehat to sing spiritual
songs is good and pleasing to God if we sing it way, that is, atten-
tively, in the fear of God and as inspired by tipgriSof Christ.

For it is for this reason that they are called gt songs: namely, that
they are inspired and made and composed by theairgee Spirit, and
also attract and move men to blessedness. Thersioce they are com-
posed and made by the inspiration and urge of et ®f Christ, they
must also be sung as inspired by the same Sgitihey are to be sung
aright and to be of service to men.

Where this is not the case, and one sings onlycdonal joy or for the
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sweet sound or for some such reason, one misueas tthanging them

into what is carnal and worldly, and does not snggs of the Spirit, but
of the letter. Likewise also, he who enjoys listenfor the music's sake—
he hears in the letter and not in the Spirit, sthvaim also is it without

fruit; and because they are not used, sung andi lzeht, he that so does
sins greatly against God; for he uses his wordckvinas given for his sal-
vation and as an urge to blessedness; as leadihg tast of the flesh and
to sin. Thus, it is changed by him into harm, fasugh the song in itself is
spiritual, yet is it to that man no longer a spiit song. It is a worldly

song, for it is not sung in the Spirit.

He, however, who sings in the Spirit, considersgdiitly every word,
how far and where it goes, why it has been usedhamdit may serve to
his betterment. He who does this sings to the kqgodhise, to the better-
ment of both himself and others and as an instgdab a godly life. This is
to sing well; to sing in any other way is in vaifhus, we allow it not
among us that other than spiritual songs are sung.

Dirk Philips, "The Lord's Supper," 1564

But to a right observance of the Holy Supper belthegfollowing essen-
tials: First, there must be a Christian congregation that hasnalsled in
the name of the Lord and that declares and shosv&did's death with a
true faith and confession, that just as Christ degyve and committed to
his apostles and all believers the eating of tleadbrand the drinking of the
wine, so he freely gave them his body and blooa gi$t for an eternal sal-
vation (1 Cor. 10:16; 11:23).

To the Supper belong admonition, and a sincere mérence of the suf-
fering and death of the Lord, of the conformityhis suffering and death,
of unity of the Spirit and of faith, of love to Gaohd the neighbor. All of
these belong especially to the observance of the@'d Supper (Phil. 3:10).

Secondwe believe that this Supper must be taken witlsehonly who
are the friends of God, the true Christians, wheehaccepted the gospel
and have amended their lives, and who, upon caofes$ their faith, have
been properly baptized in the name of the Fatimelchthe Son, and of the
Holy Spirit (Mt. 28:19). In this faith they are tafully concerned to lead a
Christian life, and diligently meditate upon comnfoty to Christ, his suffer-
ing and death, his burial and resurrection; in shor be one body with
Christ and all the saints. These, and no othees,aamcording to the teach-
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ing of the gospel, to be renewed by this Suppenaished and confirmed
in the fellowship of Christ and all the saints.

Third, this Supper is to be observed harmoniously bybalievers (as
many as are gathered together) and not by one,aésneommonly hap-
pens. For thus the Lord ordained, and thus heeategito be observed; all
Christians must conform thereto. For if it is night to despise or alter a
legal will made by man, how much more it is impropedespise the tes-
tament of Jesus Christ or to break his commandn{&@atls 4:15 [141).

Moreover the minister is to observe the Supper thghcongregation, and
the bread is to be broken. What the Lord did, thestes continued to ob-
serve. Hence Paul writes to the Corinthians (1 @0rl6): "The bread
which we break," etc. And Luke writes: "And theyntioued steadfastly in
the apostles' teaching and fellowship, and in breplf bread, and in
prayers. And they were together daily in the templeaking bread from
house to house" (Acts 2:46). This means that tkeigles gathered to-
gether to break the bread. Therefore the bread bmubtroken in the Sup-
per, and both parts of the Supper, that is, thadend the cup, must be
given, divided and received by every one. No on® isat his own bread
by himself, which is what is done in the world. Véer does this shows
that he is eating his own supper, and not the Sugigee Lord.

Fourth, Paul admonishes us that every person should exammmself be-
fore he eats of that bread and drinks of that duggn 11:28). For who-
ever has not true faith in Jesus Christ, is noteanber of the body of
Christ, will not die and live with Christ, has nggnuine love for Christ and
his neighbor and is not in one body with Christ atldhe saints, can never
rightly observe the Supper (which is a sign of wéviand brotherly love
and unity), not rightly discern the Lord's body.r ko the body of Christ
two things are especially noted, namely, the Heatl the members. The
Head, which is Christ, reminds us that from it \leeceive grace and life
(Eph. 1:23), and that one must cleave to the HéateaFrom it also we
take an example of love and remember how faithfilléy/Lord Jesus Christ
served us. Then we must take note of the membetediody with whom
we are one, and remember how Christ has servedthsis gifts and is
still serving us. With the gifts which we receiverh God—be they spiri-
tual or natural—we likewise serve our members Hfier perfecting and edi-
fying of the body of Christ, and all this in lovEhis, then, is what it means
to rightly discern the body of Christ.
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IF JESUS WERE IN OUR MIDST TODAY.

What kind of a statement or question is that?

Why would we bother thinking about something thaild never happen?
Times are so different now. We have always knowrodd in which Jesus
was the central theme, at least at Christmas tifnde were physically
among us today, would that mean that He didn't caimen the Bible says
He did or that He would never have left after Hisurrection? Perhaps He
still would not have died?

Let us look at some of these questions and morpetdtly the following
essay, although somewhat imaginary, will causeougdlize that the real
reason for Jesus coming to earth was to save us logb creatures from
certain eternal destruction.

What would Jesus think of me, my wife, my childremy financial af-
fairs, etc., if He were to come to my house folisatv If these are our first
thoughts, perhaps it is time to make some changesii priorities. Hope-
fully, though, we would be overjoyed and humbledhat prospect of serv-
ing our Lord in a true physical sense. In all tihét,us remember that He
sees and knows all what we have and do, even thidegis not right be-
side us.

What would be the first things | would tell my Loifd were to have one
afternoon of visiting? Would it be all about whath&d accomplished?
Things like: "Look at all the poor people | havdgesl out! See how much
money | put into the treasury! Did you know thabtef my children have
won an award three years in a row for the highesdes in their class? See
how hard | have worked to give my wife all she vgargnd my children
have need of nothing!" Would we point out how waréssed our children
are, how we only buy them things that are of a ygality, and how they
stand out in a crowd as very cultured and welhegd? Would | remind Je-
sus that | was Sunday school superintendent, tepémt six years on the
mission field? Would | let Him know that | had mernzed more passages
in the Bible or gone to more voluntary projectsntiaay of my peers? No,
this would all be useless; Jesus knows this alivayy It would hurt Him
no more if He were right in our presence than @ésleven now as He looks
down from heaven.
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That times are different now than when Jesus wasaoth is indeed, the
truth. This in itself makes it a little hard to igiae what it would be like if
He were here among us today. How would He travetild/He take the
bus or maybe hitchhike? If he traveled in a carulddde be able to stop
just anywhere and help a blind man see or casti®its? How would we
in our modern age respond to someone who made &lysfroam place to
place by walking?

Another question that comes to mind is: Who wouid #isciples be to-
day? We must remember that He chose men from dlkswa life. The
apostles he chose were everything from a fishetmantax collecting of-
ficial. Would we perhaps be surprised by who woididlow Jesus if He
were on earth?

We might think that our faith would be strengtheriieHle were among
us. But let us remember that faith in Christ is boilt on seeing Him but
in believing on Him. If we only had faith when Heasvnear us, what
would we do when He was on the other side of thddyareaching to and
healing others?

Another thing to consider is that if He were ontleathe Comforter, or
Holy Spirit, would not be here to help us and guide Any questions we
might have, or grievances, troubled thoughts, diedeand burdens would
have to be written down or saved until such a twhen He was around
and could hear our troubles. We need to also reraethiat we would not
be the only ones needing to pour out our heartisetdaster.

Which church would Jesus go to on Sunday to pre&¢b@ld it be the
newest or the fullest church? Would it be in a chun which the mem-
bers were well satisfied with what they have? Malggewould teach the
children’'s Sunday school class. Jesus used chiltbean example for us;
so maybe that is who would get His attention.

Who would Jesus heal today? Would He even be atlant® the large,
sophisticated medical centers of our day? Perhapaadtild go to the pris-
ons and correctional institutes, and there He wdinldl people ready for
His message and healing. He might also go to tbd fmes and soup
kitchens and there find an audience just waitingfis message of hope.

In whose home would Jesus find the same companjprisat He had
with Mary, Martha, and Lazarus? It surely would mecessarily be the
home of the pastor whose church had the largestbmesiip or the family
who gave the most to the cause of some missiomteffanight just be the
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home of a sincere follower living in a little mudthbsomewhere across the
waters.

If you were to be seen by someone who had just 3esus, would that
person recognize you as one of His followers? mhaone were to come to
your church, would he say, "This must be Jesus'cttia

Let us look at some of the blessings we have tloatddvnot be ours if Je-
sus were still in our midst. If Jesus had not lgfe Holy Spirit would not
be here to lead and guide us. Ever since Jesuddefhas been busy pre-
paring a place for us. Had He stayed here on eidwthglory of our eternal
home would be compromised.

Had God planned it that way, having Jesus here gnasnwould be as
real a blessing to us now as it was when He caméhave Him stop by
our house or place of work to visit would surelyghten anyone's day. To
ask Him face to face about some perplexing hapgemnour lives and
then to hear Him with His own voice speak wordgrath would surely
help us face some of life's difficulties. Once ag#éhough, let us remember
that we can have all this through the Holy Spirit.

May God bless us all with true thankfulness thatlmwe in the new dis-
pensation when the gospel is for everyone, wheticér or poor, upper
class or lower class, Jew or gentile, black or shlruly, the plan of God
cannot be improved upon.

"0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom andwedge of God! how
unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways pabshd out! For who
hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath beisncbunsellor" (Ro-
mans 11:33-34). Brother Tim.

R

True Pastors

"And he gave some ... pastors ... For the perfgaiinthe saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the boayf Christ. Till we all
come in the unity of the faith ... " (Ephesiansi4iB).

These pastors are not chosen because they hawt themselves for-
ward or have been placed in the office by any hueantrivance. True
pastors are called and placed by God. They arecctdl do heavenly work
in an earthly environment.

The Greek word translated pastor in this passag8capture is often
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translated "shepherd" in other places in the SoarptThe work of a pastor
is the work of shepherding the flock of God. Howedally the shepherd
watches over his sheep! If any is footsore or gnjiuhe attends to that one,
pouring in oil and wine and binding up where ihseded. He feeds them
with food that is convenient for them—provisionshes received from the
Word. God said to Israel, "And | will give you past according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and usi@ading” (Jer. 3:15).

When God calls a leader, He calls a man who hasammgful relation-
ship with Himself. In this relationship, obediertoethe Holy Spirit is pre-
eminently pursued. It has become a way of lifeHon to choose God's
will over personal preferences. He is devoted ®Heavenly Father and
trusts Him for guidance. He is a good follower.

As God places this man as a pastor over His shdemgxpects him to
continue in the same humility in which he beganrhisistry. In sharing
with the Ephesian elders, Paul's testimony as ballsehis ministry was,
"Serving the Lord with all humility of mind and wkitmany tears, and
temptations, which befell me by the lying in wait the Jews" (Acts
20:19). Paul was always very aware that to folloed®vould cause him to
suffer in the flesh. And he admits to being temptedake an easier way
when faced by the tenacious persecution of the.Jews

Even though tempted and tried, Paul victoriouslpves;, "And how I
kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, lhave skewed you, and
have taught you publicly, and from house to hoyéets 20:20).

Some pastors today are keeping back counsel thdt@ald have them
declare to His people. Reasons for this may incaudeesire to be popular
and socially accepted, a secret love of worldingki and loss of heavenly
vision. These all indicate a lack of the true Spimiparted love of God.
The "angel" of the church at Ephesus had left ings flove but maintained
his zeal (Rev. 2:4). It can be the case that aopasteal will outlast his
love. The only way offered to rectify this sin @ tepent (Rev. 2:5). The
duty of repentance here urged would extend tohallgoints in which he
had erred.

Public preaching is appreciated by the believermmiders of the congre-
gation pray for and desire to be fed the breadad By their faithful min-
isters. A true pastor seeks God's inspiration fier message, trusting the
Holy Ghost for its organization and delivery to fleck. In preaching the
Word, a pastor's chief concern is that God's messgalfyreach the people
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untainted by selfish motives. A commendation ofatthvas a beautiful
message" is appreciated by the pastor, but mayreching always be
such that the beauty is registered in the souhaadnly by the senses!

God is sending many inspiring sermons that arechezh each Sunday
morning to the congregations across the nationddé®lesses this work,
may He likewise affect a greater consciousnesheheed for visiting and
teaching "house to house.”" The North American dhumnay be suffering
because of an imbalance in the ratio of public greey versus personal
sharing.(Note: This is certainly the case in our experieneéth Australian
churches. The EditorJhe home setting allows a more particular appbeat
of remedy to the spiritual needs of the laity. Bedthome visits have al-
ways been a work of the Christian pastor.

Isaiah gives vivid prophecy as to the nature ofdtwving great Shepherd
of the sheep. "He shall feed his flock like a sleeghhe shall gather the
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosond ahall gently lead
those that are with young" (Isa. 40:11). Jesus'difi earth was everything
that had been prophesied. In fulfilling the will thfe Father and having
made the supreme sacrifice for sin, He then comamsed His disciples to
carry this gospel to all the world. The initial Wwoof the gospel is to bring
people into the sheepfold of God. The succeedintkwsto keep them
there. With a view to this, Jesus, in preparingePti be an apostolic pas-
tor, said, "Feed my lambs" (John 21:15). This igjion is significant. All
pastors since Peter should likewise strive eamésthppropriately nourish
the little ones. With these lambs lies the prospéthe perpetual prosper-
ity of the flock.

A pastor should know the names of the childrenigndongregation. He
will pray for them and show his interest in theuek by speaking to them
and inquiring after their well-being. He will shaegperiences with them
within the realm of their interest. When God caliem to repentance and
conversion, the pastor shall be there. He willils® be available for any
counsel parents ("those that are with young") magdeking as their chil-
dren come to spiritual birth. Young Christians néadnow that they can
go to their pastor any time with any problem. Pastshow your apprecia-
tion for the youth of the congregation. It may oplea door into their lives
when they need spiritual advice.

Moses was called by God to shepherd His peoplebrideght them out
of the delta plains of Egypt, through the wildesieand on to Canaan. It is
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evident that Moses was a true pastor. The recoRsaim 106:23 portrays
Moses standing in the breach. When the people b&ganurmur and
complain and alienated themselves from God by tfisosbedience, Moses
interceded for them. He begged God to bring theainagto His favor.
When God granted his prayer, it did not generagegn Moses' heart. He
rather exclaimed, "Would God that all the Lord'sgle were prophets and
that the Lord would put his spirit upon them" (Nudi:29). How he
yearned that his people could experience the sasmration he had re-
ceived! Are some of today's pastors lacking in yieiarning over the flock?
Brother Robert.

We pray the Lord of the harvest to send or raise pgstors with a true shep-
herd’s heart for His remnant people in Australiavl.

R

MODESTY, SIMPLICITY, AND ECONOMY

One existing Mennonite church conference statersayd” we teach and
practice modesty, simplicity, and economy in ey@ng—in clothes, in
homes, in farms, in machinery, in automobiles, andll we possess or
handle" This statement covers a large spectruifein

Questions are voiced at times by numerous peoplgation to what does
this mean to us today? But here the thought istlgnabout one question
in particular and that is whether the testimoniaiplicity in practice and
teaching still fits us these days.

Making it more precise, just what does the wordpdicity mean? Reader,
what does it mean to you personally? Does youmjiifalify as an example
of the statement? Do you think an uncomplicateapk lifestyle can be
attained and practiced today, or has it becomdusmive ideal and an obso-
lete dream?

Quite often one hears reference made to "the g@days," with an ap-
parent certain longing for what seems to have lzesimpler and lower-
key lifestyle. In the day and age we are livingngis appear to be increas-
ingly complicated and involving. This fact can bema burdensome hin-
drance to true spirituality, and it's putting usaiplace of strenuous test on
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the subject of simplicity. We need to pause andsictan: behind the facade
(the image we portray), where and with who is dieggance? What really

is important to you? How serious is your commitmienGod, and what is

it doing to the way you live? Does it influence wlyau have, how you

dress and show yourself, and what you do?

David the Psalmist claimed to have attained a ragtitude in relation to
this issue. "Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor enatyes lofty: neither do |
exercise myself in great matters, or in thingshiah for me. Surely | have
behaved and quieted myself..." (Ps. 131:1-2).

In Luke 21:34, we find some teaching that applethe subject at hand.
"And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time ymarts be overcharged,
with ... the cares of this life."” Among other thinglesus was encouraging
His followers to keep their commitments in earttiijngs limited enough
and simple enough so they wouldn't drown out tfeeth and their obedi-
ence to the will of God. That is one aspect of sicity.

To bring one's life into accord with the godly atijee of simplicity will
require personal commitment and initiative. Godddh usually don't hap-
pen by themselves. Second Timothy 2:3-5 says, "Tthevefore endure
hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Natimaénvarreth entangleth
himself with the affairs of this life; that he malease him who hash cho-
sen him to be a soldier. And if a man also strivenfiasteries, yet is he not
crowned, except he strive lawfully." Herein is ttiught that we shall
have backbone and keep our lives simple enougtatofeee before God
and able to serve Him while we are here on théneart

First John 2:15-16 reads, "Love not the world, eitthe things that are
in the world. If any man love the world, the lovetbe Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world, the lust of tlesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Fatlet, is of the world." These
verses indicate the requirement of a certain inwaard outward detach-
ment from earthly things and activities. The siec€hristian's affection is
focused on more noble things.

This does not say that we shall go and hide inve,car anywhere else,
and wait for the Lord to take us home. Jesus préyedlis followers, re-
corded in John 17:15, to this extent, "l pray r@ttthou shouldest take
them out of the world, but that thou shouldest kéegm from the evil."
We are instructed in other scriptures to redeentithe and be occupied
until He comes. However, we shall have a watchjs, enot shuttered by
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the things and activities of the world.

In Mark 6:8-11, Jesus gave some interesting instmador the twelve
disciples about the simplicity of their travel geaud preparations. What do
you think: should this serve as an example to usutalraveling light
through life?

As one pursues simplicity, caution is in order,utjo, lest one become
unbalanced in other ways. This could happen irouariways. It is usually
of no value to sacrifice one principle in an efftotgain another. Among
other potential problems, an unbalanced desirsifoplicity could lead to
self-centeredness and a lack of care for otheres@hwho are minded to
simplify their lives must be careful not to do itthe expense or inconven-
ience of others. Or one might dodge his dutiestarceby place his obli-
gations on those around him. Certainly, the Goldefre needs to be con-
sidered in the pursuit of scriptural simplicity.

Another caution would be about falling prey to teatjpns of feeling su-
perior to those who do not live as low-key or unpticated as we may
have chosen to live.

One more related scripture quote comes from 2 @vans 1:12, "For our
rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscienttgt in simplicity and
godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but byetigrace of God, we have
had our conversation in the world." An aspiratidrliwing a life of sim-
plicity and godly sincerity, as mentioned in theefgoing scripture, should
always be synonymous with humility and pursuedhgygrace of God.

Let us pray God to give us a sense of directiothis issue and to find
His way of blessing for our time of sojourning herethe earth.

Brother Luke, Pennsylvania

R
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