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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 3 bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor’'s Desk

So teach us to number our days, that we may apmyhearts unto wisdom.
(Psalm 90:12)

Time: second follows second, minute follows minuatay follows day, week in
week out, month follows month, but when the yeadsewe tend to be more
aware of the passing of time if only for a briefripd of introspection, looking
back over the time now passed away. Wisdom telkhaisit is important to stop
and take stock.

Our life is limited to a span of which only God km®the length. Time is irre-
sistibly flowing through the hourglass. How eaclusfhas used and will use this
precious gift of time is of great importance, inde&al importance, to the Chris-
tian. We need to redeem the time we have been given

A songwriter says, "Time is filled with swiftansition," which gives the
thought of time and its progression. As we thinkhe golden moments God has
entrusted into our hands, are we using them foroaur pursuits to fill our ambi-
tions, or are we using them for the furtherancthefkingdom of God and for the
sake of the gospel?

Time and its importance seem to escape ouefiminds. When we are young,
we look forward with anticipation and are even ansi for the future, not fully
realizing that our time is always. "But, beloved, it ignorant of this one thing,
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand yeard,a thousand years as one
day" (2 Pet. 3:8). "Whereas ye know not what shalbn the morrow. For what
is your life? It is even a vapour, that appearetteflittle time, and then vanisheth
away" (James 4:14).

As we look into the world today and see the nieedGod's redemptive plan,
does it inspire us to draw close to the Lord in blebedience to His will? What
is the language of our hearts? "Seeing then th#tiede things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holyversation and godliness" (2
Pet. 3:11).

In these last days, may the fear of the Lord finplace in our hearts. It will
move us to the warmth of His Spirit, sharing oupenences one with another of
how the Lord has been working in our lives. May values be placed on heav-
enly things, as the things of this world are smgiant and only for time. "Then
they that feared the Lord spake often one to anb{Mal. 3:16).

We read of our martyr brethren, seeing theippse and faithfulness to that
which they committed themselves to, even unto deBltlen may we ask our-
selves whether our affection and desires are inritite direction, leading to a
sanctified life as it relates to the cross and gymself.

At the close of time, how will it be with our dounhen "time and eternity meet?"
With grateful thanks to other brethren for thisigig. JvL.
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THE BIBLICAL PICTURE OF THE VIRTUOUS WOMAN

"Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is &ove rubies. The
heart of her husband doth safely trust in her,tst e shall have no need
of spoil. She will do him good and not evil all ttiays of her life. She
seeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly witkr hands. She is like
the merchants' ships; she bringeth her food froan.&8he riseth also while
it is yet night, and giveth meat to her househald] a portion to her maid-
ens. She considereth a field, and buyeth it: Withftuit of her hands she
planteth a vineyard. She girdeth her loins wittesgth, and strengtheneth
her arms"(Proverbs 31:10-17).

Proverbs 31:10 advances the question, "Who d¢ad & virtuous
woman?" | believe with all my heart that | foundr led made her my
wife. A point of wonderment for me is: who can rgo@e a virtuous
woman? The world around us is clearly confused ath@uproper role and
identity of such a woman. Even the church sometistegygles to recog-
nize all the Biblical virtues. We have convictiotisat wives should be
submissive, feminine, and proper. These convictans right and good.
And vyet, they fall significantly short of descrilgirthe complete Biblical
picture of the virtuous woman.

Virtuous women have always been known by thegngth. This is a
stumbling block for many in recognizing her. PrdxseB1:17 states, "She
girdeth her loins with strength, and strengtheretharms.” Yes, the virtu-
ous woman is a woman of strength. Without sacnficher submissive-
ness, without compromising her femininity, withgebpardizing her pro-
priety, she is a woman of strength. In her strengjtie cares for the needs
of her household, and in her strength, she off@spitality to the so-
journer. And the strength of the virtuous womareasts further. The wise
man empowers her to use her strength. Whetherdghrber own discretion
in "buying a field" or through the sweat of her obrow in "planting a
vineyard," her strength is exercised and is wodhpraise.

Bible history offers us numerous examples of¢hklessed women. We
can turn our gaze to Rebekah of old and recognix&taous woman.
Abraham had sent his faithful servant to find aewir Isaac, the son of
promise. And his servant looked for God to lead tona virtuous woman.
She was not revealed by her beauty or by her statidife. She was re-
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vealed by the strength of her daily toil. Withowutt, this lovely young
woman was capable and strong. Her arms were steomigher heart was
willing. This one who never hesitated to draw wdterthe camels would
soon join Isaac in carrying the covenant of God.

We could also consider Ruth. Her virtue is nmaoiéén seen in her un-
yielding loyalty to Naomi. However, her strengthnst limited to her
moral fiber but is also exercised in the fieldse $¥as willing and capable
to glean and gather after the reapers. She, tabstnang arms and a will-
ing heart. This one who labored in the field "e¥em the morning until
now" soon captured the attention and heart of Boaz.

David's Abigail must join the company of thesguous women. We are
told that she was a woman of good understandingoéiadbeautiful coun-
tenance. But her truest virtue is found in her sbadgment and ability to
take action. "Then Abigail made haste" (1 Samuel®pb Her arms were
strong and her heart courageous. And she who meéard delivered the
peace offering would soon receive the blessingad'$anointed.

The New Testament likewise bears withess to G&idg and blessing
such women. We are told that certain women, ambamtMary Magda-
lene, Joanna, and Susanna, ministered unto our 'lodrtheir substance”
(Luke 8:3). Priscilla is mentioned alongside hesltand, taking Apollos
unto them, "and expounded unto him the way of Godenperfectly” (Acts
18:26). We also find Lydia, whose husband is natitg absent. And yet,
this "seller of purple” is commended for worshipi@gpd and attending
"unto the things which were spoken of Paul" (Adésl#). And as the Lord
opened her heart, she in turn opened her home, Riawself, speaks of
"those women which laboured with me in the gosp&Vhose names are in
the book of life" (Philippians 4:3).

| believe, without doubt, that these women aldl Istrong arms and will-
ing hearts. They were practically minded and rgadilailable for God's
service. These virtuous women possessed the hynalitcomplement the
strengths of men, as well as the courage to comapemsr the weaknesses
of men. They were not made so much to be pampered be praised. |
praise God every day for blessing me with my viasiavife.

"Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: buvaman that feareth the
Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the frliiher hands; and let her
own works praise her in the gates" (Proverbs 3BB0-

Bro. Darren from MissD
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ARE WE PREJUDICED?

Prejudice is "an opinion formed without takingné and care to judge
fairly." | believe we all have some prejudice in us

When we see a sloppy person, do we right awiak thedly about him?
Why don't we sigh a prayer that God will be witlmRi Maybe he is in a
struggle and has lost all hope. We don't know wWieis really like. He
might be a very good and nice person. | work asi@ress, and a lot of the
time the sloppy and a little scary people who comi® the restaurant are
the nicest and most respectful.

How do we treat those who are a little (or & #bdow? If we make fun of
them, is it not the same as making fun of God? ldderthem like that, and
He loves them. Can't we?

What about the one who has a shameful past2v¥€atcept them, or do
we talk about them and treat them badly? What abimit soul? Do we
care? If we do, we need to let them know that we linem and are there
for them. Maybe they want to change but aren't bore to do it. We need
to remember to pray for them and listen to them.é&y not have any an-
swers, but we have ears, and we know how to prhagt Will help more
than anything. If they have a shameful past, weltedet the past stay in
the past and live in and help them with the present

Do we really know how hurtful our prejudices arehad a friend who
was once converted, but she wasn't accepted. $ha khameful past. So
she gave up. She has passed on now, and we wormggher she once
again found that peace before she died? We canhoply. Could we have
done more to help her? We need to get to know sopebefore we pass
judgment. How terrible we would feel if they werst because we didn't
help them when they wanted it!

Do we make fun of or talk about those who armgj their convictions?
Are we ashamed of ourselves and trying to makeetwgs look better?

What if, by treating them with contempt, we sadhem to give up their
convictions in order to be accepted, and they tbaepeace? How will we
answer to God on the Judgment Day?

We need to remember to treat others like we waibe treated. Did not
Jesus treat everyone with unconditional love? Wdiytave?

It concerns me when | see our young people andoscihddren make fun
of or treat others with contempt. How have we bdking at home? Do
we need to change our conversation around the su@ipe? If our chil-
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dren are prejudiced, it is the fault of us as paelMaybe we need to re-
member not to say anything at all if we can't sapathing nice. | believe
everyone has good in them; we need to look fomd talk about that.
Leave the bad to God. | want to do better in theaalet's pray for each

other that we can love unconditionally.
Sis. Biapn Kansas

7/ 7/ 7/ 7/
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

THE IDENTIFIED CHRISTIAN

Our title has in mind two perspectives: Does wueld know who the
Christian is, and does the Christian himself knokovine is? If the person
who answers to the Christian name doesn't realbykwho he is, neither
will the world truly know his identity.

Most people, some more than others, have aresttén their "roots."
The essence of those roots is not found exclusivetyne's biological line
of descent. One's roots may also include cultuteaaeed or defining ep-
ics. For many readers of this periodical, an exangblthe latter would be
the persecution of the Anabaptists for their faitlhe sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries. All these things contribute te'®mner sense of who he
or she is.

Relating to our interest in genuine Christianidy believer's spiritual
roots are not, of course, biological or historiCBhey are grounded in the
person and faith of Jesus Christ. It is imperathat every believer know
his true roots. Roots feed the plant and givdat li

The apostle Paul knew his roots: "I am crucifiethw€hrist: nevertheless
| live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and thi which | now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, whodal me, and gave himself
for me" (Gal. 2:20). The Apostle was not in doubtta who he was, nei-
ther was the world in question. His roots tied hiextricably to the cross
of Christ, and he endured much suffering for théhfas a result.

Paul describes the Christian experience thubyays bearing about in
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that thedif®o of Jesus might be
made manifest in our body. For we which live aneagls delivered unto

-6 -
g NEITHER ENTER NOR WALK THE PATH OF THE:PﬂEDj\\)7




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL 5 NO 12 DECEMBER 2008 12

death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesgkt be made manifest in
our mortal flesh" (2 Corinthians 4:10-11). Whatadling, and what a sense
of identity!

It must be understood that there is a vast diidtween merely know-
ing about Christ Jesus as compared to His livirt@iwione's heart and life.
Only by the latter does Christ manifest Himselfotigh the believer. The
life of Christ within establishes a Christian idéntin both perspectives of
the title. Paul said, "God would make known whahis riches of the glory
of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Chimstyou" (Colossians
1:27).

There were times when the children of Israefddrtheir true identity.
They were not so conscious of their roots. Thistleém adrift, except for
the remnant that was truehearted. To them God %d&hrken to me, ye
that follow after righteousness, ye that seek tbedi look unto the rock
whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit where are digged”
(Isaiah 51:1). The Lord was telling them that iattivay, they would keep
their bearing. There they would understand who theafly were. Their
calling to be a people separated unto God for denpbrpose would re-
main clear. God continued, "Look unto Abraham ytather [the rock],
and unto Sarah that bare you [the pit]: for | chllem alone...”" (v. 2). This
word of the Lord to consider our roots is applieatd God's people today.

The roots and identity of the people of Godha gospel dispensation
are in Christ Jesus and the cross through a faghAbraham's. In times of
trouble and distress, in a day of shifting landssaphe believer must again
and again "look to the rock™ whence he is hewnrioteoto know who he
is. The blessed book of Hebrews contains a Newahe=tt parallel to the
above verses. We read, "Wherefore seeing we ats@@npassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us layasikery weight, and the sin
which cloth so easily beset us, and let us run wétience the race that is
set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author aghgr of our faith; who

for the joy that was set before him endured tlos<t (Hebrews 12:1-2).

Every person who has ever been saved foundtsaivay looking to Je-
sus crucified. There was no other way. The Lordtsiice became a per-
sonal matter at that point. There the purpose afithg of life was estab-
lished; the course was set. Together with thisiethe always an identity
acquired at Calvary. As time moves along, the neaiatce of that Chris-
tian identity will require a continual looking untbat Rock from whence
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one was hewn. Without that focus and the brokencmdrite spirit that
results, we will lose our true identity and senke/loo we are.

The New Testament speaks of being crucified \@hrist. "Knowing
this, that our old man is crucified with him, ththe body of sin might be
destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve &amans 6:6). This,
too, is an important part, deriving from Calvary,aoChristian's identity.
Without being crucified with Christ, one's claim lo¢éing a Christian will
not be plausible. Here is also the specter of demep/Nhen the Lord was
crucified, "his visage was so marred more than @y, and his form
more than the sons of men" (Isaiah 52:14). It abpble, implied by these
words, that Jesus, the bleeding sacrifice, wouldhawe been recognized
by those closest to Him. When one is crucified wiim, the old man of
sin is "destroyed" or is so marred that the indraidobtains a new identity.
The old former self-life is not recognizable, anel ie a new person. He
knows it, and the carnal realm knows it.

"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a r@eature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become newCdgnthians 5:17).
Such a person has new roots. Consequently, "Insiéade thorn shall
come up the fir tree, and instead of the brierlsdahe up the myrtle tree:
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an &gting sign that shall not
be cut off' (Isaiah 55:13). Courtesy “The Messenger of Truth.”

\/ \/ \/ \/
0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0

MINISTER'S CORNER

BATTLEFRONT ISSUES IN SEPARATION
EVERYDAY NON-CONFORMITY.
Brother Daniel Baltozer

A greeting of Christian love to each who is hereéhe house of God this
afternoon on this Lord's Day.
Everyday non-conformity is seven days of the kvased it looks radical
to many people and sometimes the battle feelsahdicnever fought in a
physical battle as far as the military scene, mkhhat people would feel
radical there too, in a different sense. It isicaddbut it is God's way of
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proving on this earth His own good and acceptabteperfect will of God,
that comes from Romans chapter 12 where we hage therds also: Be
not conformed to this world.

Maybe some of you've had some kind of projeith wlaster of Paris
where your teacher had numerous options of mouldghich you poured
plaster of Paris and when it got hard there wasesioimg beautiful, but be-
fore that could happen that liquefied product ha@¢dnform to the shape
of the mould.

My subject this afternoon is to not do that. Tiptians of the mould are
one and yet many and what we are saying this aibernwhat the Scrip-
tures tell us, that to be non-conformed is a b&ttleause the mould in the
form of the world is before us and we don't seasitsomething different
than what we are and we so easily as we move dengme part of the
process as we live in the world although we shbeldike it.

Jesus’ disciples lived in an ungodly society dedus’ teachings were
directly geared to a non conformed walk and we wdikle to use some
thoughts from the eight blessed attitudes from Matt chapter 5. This
whole idea of nonconformity or getting to the pladeere we don't want to
become conformed brings us to the point where wesey we have been
redeemed. Galatians chapter 1:4 starts with aueesc otherwise there
would be no battle, we would not need to be conéatnm order to be part
of this world system, it speaks of Jesus who gawesklf for our sins that
He might deliver us from this present evil worlccaing to the will of
God and our Father. That is the rescue. That smetion.

The subject today focuses on the rescued, tbbss already rescued,
staying out of spiritual trouble, and yet at game time we do have to
admit that while we seek to be non conformed wedilgaealise how con-
formed many times we are. And so what attitudengprfrom the heart
when we think of not being conformed after we hawee been rescued
and our focus is on staying rescued.

2 Corinthians 6:17: “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the undteag; and | will receive
you, 18And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be miyssand daugh-
ters, saith the Lord Almighty.”
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Right here we have not only the “rescue from” (timelean things) but
we have a “rescue unto” (becoming God’s sons angltars) and that is
what gives us the footing for today in life, in thattle we all face daily.

Matthew Chapter 5The attitudes that are necessary for us to be non-
conformed.

Attitudes that govern everyday nonconformity.

1] Verse3: The poor in spirit, the attitude of being poorspirit.

That spirit recognises the grace of God at wordne’s life and that what
we are we are by the grace of God. Paul said ithanglace that we will
not boast of things without (outside) our measarej what is our meas-
ure? Let's go just a little bit to Romans chagt2rwhere | started, there
we have the word measure also in verse three, 6t.b@ing conformed to
this world: but being transformed, proving whathat good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God. For | say, throubk grace given unto me,
to every man that is among you, not to thailhimselfmore highly than he
ought to think; but to think soberly, according@sd hath dealt to every
man the measure of faith.[Romans 12:2-3]

Scriptures talk about faith as a grain of mustaedsthe smallest seed of
all, [Luke 17:6] This word measure means a particle and so whatinis o
measure? It is a limited degree, and that is tedi®er in thinking about
ourselves and about God, about life and the blteverse two and three
tell us in Romans 12. Sober thinking, those tleteha poor in spirit’ at-
titude are thinking soberly about God and aboumtedves. The world is
drunk, I was talking about being sober, the wosldrunk, intoxicated with
self and that is true no matter where we are inmtbid.

As | move about in the States here for a short tirw@ immediately im-
pressed with the intoxication with things and thisrentoxication in vari-
ous areas, or whether it is dress or whethenielscles or whether it is re-
ligion, it goes on the right back to the thing lgedrunk with self.

We as a people do not conform to the world systépobtics and hold-
ing positions in communities or in higher governisesind one of the rea-
sons that we don't want to do that because we gdtmiisod’'s Kingdom
not he world. Once again | am seeing picketing sigds all around here
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and we have terminology describing the candidagés there is an oppo-
nent to that candidate and in order to be successtupolitical campaign
and gaining the position one has to be literallyn#tr with self. That is
why we do not conform to that, that is one issue. Wgver see a candidate
boasting about his opponent's credentials and we kvhy.

Submission to the authority and self abnegatiorpareof Jesus’ teaching
and our evidence of the grace of God at work. Haeeple ever com-
mented to you how someone could control himsetfeasry himself and the
reason they say that is because it goes so countenat people are nor-
mally taught to do and be. | thinkpeor in spiritindividual is one who
while not being gullible, neither will he be one ewill be so individualis-
tic that he gives himself the liberty to rethinkdarepattern methods of
church life that have been proven. It all comesklia what we call humil-
ity. Blessed are thgoor in spirit

| think this whole attitude that we are talkingoabis one of the most
important attitudes in our concept of the churct amether we are going
to make it spiritually or not as individuals in hurch and as a church in
the world. Beingpoor in spirit

2] Verse4: Those that mourn.

| think this is an attitude that is a proper pectpe of life, a serious out-
look, it relates to true repentance of sin in owed, it relates to a proper at-
titude and concern at sin in a group, and sometiwveesnaybe have some
older brethren that mourn things, maybe they haperapective of things
that we need to gain in fighting the battle of nmmformity. It also has to
do with our perspective and attitude about sirhmworld. We so easily
speak about the evil world. Jesus spoke of a pabplt drew nigh to Him
with their lips but “their heart is far from Me[Matthew 15:8] and we can,
while condemning the world, be doing that too. Want to have a proper
attitude, a serious attitude about things in retato sin. Also death as it
relates to nonconformity. Death is a serious maitis not a celebration,
we mourn. The proverb writer says it is bettegaao the house of mourn-
ing then to the house of feastirfifcclesiastes 7:2And so hilarity and fool-
ishness do not become a child of God, it does robime a Christian and
that is radical in the world.
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3] Verseb5: Meekness.

In this world meek people are rare, truly meekge are rare people,
there are few of them, and those who are meekemytidly sense are rarer
yet. There are many wimps in this world, there faw meek people.
Meekness is a premium and | think that the wayetscdbe a meek person
is someone who is willing to walk with Jesus byrdpivhat the brother-
hood has made applications to as being separatedtfre world and we
are all ready to walk with Jesus. The Scripturgstisat come and learn of
me Jesus said, for | and meek and lowly of h@@gettithew 11:29] We don't
like to be that way, not like Him. Just think h&@achariah portrayed Jesus
coming, His whole carriage, His manner of bearthgre were no glitters
when Jesus rode into Jerusalem and even long befoee He came to
Bethlehem, as He taught the people and healedsisold truth and teach-
ing that cut across men's hearts, but it was mé#ék.did not walk with a
high ahead nor with a Pharisees hairstyle, He wesknand maybe if we
have to be tapped a bit about our hairstyle mawédshould consider how
Jesus was and how we should walk as meek peopéssddl are the meek
for they shall inherit the earth.

| asked one youth sometime ago from the Statess idat are some bat-
tleground details of nonconformity here? He sdtdrahinking a while;
Travel clothing. Clothing that presents a meekisths what we want. |
am impressed with a few men, a very, very few mahthae Bible records
their manner of dress and body carriage and mags @fould hardly want
to dress like it. John the Baptist and Elijah,onti know why the Bible
specifically mentions them, a few people like that.

Just a few weeks ago | travelled to the DommiB&public and like it is
when you go to a brand-new country your eyes aemeg, you have never
been there, you cannot picture who the brethrehb&ilvho you will meet,
in fact you don't even have a concept of brethhemet you are travelling
in the airports and the airplanes almost feeliouped by the world all
round you, and you know what it's like if you havavelled when you
come into the airport to somehow in that sea opfesee one or two that
are your people. And | like to see meek peoplenMhmeet them and |
did, I did a few weeks ago. A brother was therartjeidentified. Meek-
ness is an attitude that shuns the gaudy and theand lays hold on treas-
ures that fit into heavenly accounts.
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4] Verse6: Spiritual hunger.

This verse we like and | think one of the reaserisecause we know ex-
actly what hunger is, we know exactly what it iBor this is the kind of
spiritual hunger has pangs just like we know lungangs just a few
hours ago or a few days ago in work maybe they wezater. The spiri-
tual kind has pangs for eating the Scriptures eweoyning, this morning
or evening, and sometimes our pangs are grealesser. Pangs that we
know can be satisfied and can give us spirituatggnand power for the
battle, pangs that being satisfied and can actstsfy the soul and |
wish we could get hold of the soul concept a littlere, we know what it
is, we know what it means to be satisfied in haad soul. The world ig-
nores the real good things that we need, | woufdure to say that if you
would speak to people during the day in your werligh percentage of
them if you would ask them if they read their Bilbbelay would say: No.
And statistics tell us many people don’'t know thegsl-known details,
well known to us about the Scriptures, those wetikn even basic truths
so many people anymore don't know. They don't kmbzat spiritual hun-
ger is, they feel something but they don't idenivith the spiritual hunger
a soul needs. And so the world ignores the reatigmd exploits the evil,
parading it before men and women as a treat tlegt dieserve, evil, drunk
with self. A fantastic movie, an exhilarating ridee person deserves it
now.

| wanted to say at the beginning that there \®iy interesting couplet
here with Matthew 5 and Romans 12 they are two telngust going right
down the same train of thougiomans 12:9*Abhor that which is euvil,
cleave to that which is good.” We have to havedgeurfor that which is
good. There is a mind food versus a soul foodthed there is just plain
entertainment. The one satisfies and the othernwo We talked about
reading the Bible, that's a pretty big jump totstalking about. What about
something like reading a newspaper or else whatldvba in that cate-
gory? Reader's Digest? There is a lot of differelnewsveen that and the
scriptures, we know that. Mind food, soul foodemtertainment? We
know that newspapers are addictive and when | &leant Reader's Digest
| think they are too, addictive, and we have somuegs of something that
just likes to get that newest issue. If we comphee Scriptures to good
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solid basic substantial food, we have to compagsdlother things to cot-
ton candy and maybe carbonated water, and you kvizat cotton candy
does, you get sick if you just eat it and nothimgeeand will wear your
teeth out too, you couldn’t chew meat after a whilEhinking about the
Scriptures versus this, I'm not sure but | thinknetimes maybe Reader's
Digest produces more belching then spiritual bogdas does carbonated
water.

Hunger for spiritual things, hunger for righteoussie Family worship,
that little time that a couple spend on their kniesgether each day, at night
before they go to bed. Spiritual hunger, prayfiaging the battles in their
own lives, in the lives of their youths before theg teenagers. Spiritual
hunger pangs that only are satisfied by holy repdind holy fellowship.
What you did all day so far, except may be eatimgeal, looks like folly
to men. The world couldn't care at all about hetg to these kind of
things. | travelled just a short little trip yestay and you know how many
opposing activities are going on. We know some ayywFamily worship,
taking time to read the Scriptures together asralyaand go to church like
we did and discussing the Scriptures and hearimgeasage and just a
whole lot of other things - be not conformed tetivorld. How strong are
the pangs for soul food this afternoon?

5] Verse7: Showing mercy.

The Bible talks about that. | like to think oflike this also: mercy in the
form of caring for elderly parents and the eldenyong us, that is opposite
to what the world would do and does. Mercy to couifdcen. We know
what the world wants, a mother away from home, ayeasmother at home
without any bending. Our children need their mothet home and that is
a life full of mercy towards the children. We daifiink about that as often
as we should. Discipline for the child. Curbing kelf indulgence. “He
that loveth his child, he that has mercy on hiddcbhasteneth him be-
times.” [Proverbs 13:24] That is blaspheming to the world, that's wrong,
that's cruel. Children's rights and careers fomen, children left of them-
selves to the computer screen of the TV or it usedge the funnies in the
papers but that's way outdated. Mercy.

-14 -
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6] Verse8: Purity of heart.
“As a man thinketh in his heart so is he.” The aloes this and we try
it. Most people are fooling themselves day after lolatrying to prove that
they are someone they are not. Purity in heainiserity, whether it is re-
ligion that covers it up, for a lot it is professadism, how many times have
we been appalled or shocked at some professionsbpe life, the core?
Let's not be conformed to this world. There isvaach energy that is ex-
pended in our own lives we must admit, so muchgn#rat is expended
and wasted by trying to quiet the conscience yandgrto be something that
we know we are not. Trying to convince ourseles the authority that
made the rule that we broke isn't really authorig, use a lot of precious
energy at times in our hearts and minds. Honestymust maintain hon-
esty in our speech, not be telling exaggerated siories that leave false
impressions, some people are good at telling stotiam not, | can't tell
stories. | think it would be a real, real tempmiatio stretch and to contort,
perfect a story for the sake of tickling the edreur audience. Let's build
strong convictions for a pure heart and migdiohn 1:1%ays: Demetrius
had good report of all men and truth itself. Guagdihe mind and heart
from that which feeds the corrupt flesh in me. Ehigra lot of carnality in
our flesh, a lot of flesh in this group right heiteis all there. And we shun
the theatre, we shun television, we shun radiovemghun the web and we
shun a lot of things in the world so that thatlilekesn't get fed, it should
starve, that is what we are trying to do, starvatwiou want in your canal
nature. That is not what the world is doing. Téwld educates people to
do the exact opposite, that is what billboards a@teabout, that's what
magazine racks are all about, that make weak mireks and tantalise
the strong.

Let’'s build and keep strong, deep contentmeritoate in the family, a
godly environment in our Christian schools and dtiorth serious matur-
ing youth that are interested in pure courtshigbstrong homes.

7] Verse9: Making peace, peacemakers.

We need to be at peace with ourselves first adbykkomplete surrender to
Jesus Christ and His Lordship and following in &b obedience to
God's law in all things. Making peace. We suffepmg instead of using
the law, how easily we could conform. I'm not shoav it is here | have
not lived in these circles enough to know it inaeictimes but where | live
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that thing of using the law is so close to what deeor could do and it
takes people to help us to see the right way,keedarethren. We help
each other in some of those delicate issues of ishatlly using the law.
What is suffering wrong? Romans 12 talks aboubmgmzensing to no man
evil for evil and as much as possible as much eth lwithin you live
peaceably with all men. Feed a hungry enemy, oweecevil with good.

8] Verse10: Joy and suffering for righteousness
The whole cause that we are fighting for is large #&'s wide but the
world thinks it is not worth its while, that's whiyis the way it is with
them. And those who are not ashamed take a starsgmaration issues
right in our churches, time proven traditions, kmw what it is to be
ashamed we struggle with that that is our battig, those who are not
ashamed to take a stand on separation issues heaysdaced some low
profile persecution right here and now, that’s lia¢tlefront that you have
to talk to your son or daughter about most timessécution hurts, it is
radical and it has always been that way and | titirk especially acute in
times of prosperity and freedom when there areradsies that help to
suppress some of that persecution naturally.

Jesus talked about the great reward in hedweso persecuted they the
prophets that were before ygMatthew.5:12]

Let's focus on the great reward, that's whyldmtire fought. Remember
the world suffers too and we don't know the halthef trouble the world is
into and gets into because of not having theseidés.

The world's slogan is; “Something for me.”

Those who are not conformed we say; “Somethinglrfae.” speaking of
Christ.

\/ \/ \/ \/
0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0
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Before you purchase a new Bible.

ENGLISH STANDARD VERSION STUDY BIBLE ENJOYS HIGH SA LES.

The new English Standard Version (ESV) StudyldBib selling briskly.
More than 111,000 copies have been purchased gscelease in mid-
October. The manager of Westminster Bookstore’snensales said the
ESV Study Bible is “by far the fastest selling npmduct in the history of
our store” Christian Post Nov. 3, 2008). The ESV, which was published
in 2001, is based on the 1971 edition of the ReviS&andard Version,
which was translated by theological modernists isndwned by the Na-
tional Council of Churches. It therefore followsetleritical Greek New
Testament that removes nearly 3,000 words (230eeati partial verses)
from the text that underlies the Reformation Bibsesh as the English
King James and the German Luther and introducesfisignt doctrinal
changes such as omitting “which is in heaven” frawhn 3:13 and “God”
from 1 Timothy 3:16 and Jude 4. The critical texbased on Greek manu-
scripts that were produced in Egypt during the yeadnturies after the
apostles and that were discarded by the churclielsfa0 years of church
history until their recovery by modern textual icstin the nineteenth cen-
tury. The ESV was produced by 95 “evangelical” $at®orepresenting 20
denominations, with J.I. Packer as the theologd#tor. Many New Evan-
gelicals have promoted the ESV, including John Rip#dose books are

popular among “younger fundamentalists.”
Article courtesy of “wayoflife.org” Friday Church ®tes 14 Nov.08.

7/ 7/ 7/ 7/
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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SPURGEON’S WARNING AGAINST THE FALSE VIEW OF CHARIT Y
THAT RENOUNCES SEPARATISM. (Non-conformity)

The following is from Charles Spurgeon’s batfigainst “the down-
grade” of doctrine in his day. It is from the “Netesection that was added
to his article “Restoration of Truth and Revivdidm the Sword and the
Trowel December 1887: “The barefaced manner in whictatepersons
assert that to separate from men who hold vitadreris contrary to the
mind of Christ, would be amusing if it were not deding. They write as if
such a Book as the New Testament were not in existehey evidently
decide what the mind of Christ ought to be, withaferring to such poor
creatures as the apostles. As for us, we think mbRaul and John than of
the whole body of modern thinkers. What saith tleepBures? “If there
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrineeiree him not into your
house, neither bid him God speed: for he that hidéém God speed is
partaker of his evil deeds” (2 John 10-11). “Bubupgh we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you thanwhich we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed. As we Isafidre, so say | now
again, If any man preach any other gospel untotiian that ye have re-
ceived, let him be accursed” (Galatians1:8-9). Epeit of Scripture is
one, and therefore we may be sure that decisiotrditii, and separation
from the erring, are in full consistency with theadty of 1 Corinthians 13,
to which we are so continually pointed. It is tar&rity to those who err to
refuse to aid and abet them in their errors. ‘Gtasounds very prettily in
the mouths of those who wish to screen themsebuts,if they had exer-
cised it in the past, they might not have driverousfrom among the peo-
ple, to whom we naturally belong.” [In this lashgence, Spurgeon refers
to his departure from the Baptist Union becausé&sotioctrinal compro-

mise.] Article courtesy of “wayoflife.org” Friday Church ®tes 14 Nov.08.
® ® ® ®
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THE NEWNESS OF LIFE

What a calling Christians have! "That like asri€®hwas raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we sth®uld walk in new-
ness of life" (Romans 6:4).

In one sense of speaking, all men have comeliiigtavith an appoint-
ment to die, excepting Adam and Eve. As a resultheffall from their
blessed beginning, the Scripture says, "But as @ppointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment” (Hebré&a7). Even though a
new life usually comes into being with a lusty omhich gives promise of
strength and vigor, all flesh has met the commamodenator of death.
The only exceptions have been Enoch, who "walkdd ®bd: and he was
not; for God took him" (Genesis 5:24), and Elijalino was taken "up by a
whirlwind into heaven" (2 Kings 2:11).

But "as in Adam all die, even so in Christ sladlllbe made alive" (1 Co-
rinthians 15:22). Decay and death came by the Aidstm, but the "the last
Adam was made a quickening spirit" (v. 45). "Thetfman is of the earth,
earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven4qy. This quickening
of the spirit upon repentance of sins and believim@hrist Jesus brings
forth a new birth (John 3:3-8), the keystone oWat@bn's plan. Further-
more, the life that follows keeps that newnesdp#sn't decay or grow old.
"Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a newatuee: old thing are
passed away; behold, all things are become ne@b(ihthians 5:17).

Today, medical science is searching diligentlythe secret of maintain-
ing youthfulness. Regardless of how much such kedgeé is beneficial, it
is, after all, God who has appointed to man his. dinre is, however, a
youthfulness or newness that God intends for masbtain. This newness
pertains to the “inner man."

In contrast to the dismal outlook regarding tlestily body, the gospel of
Jesus sounds forth a clear note of hope. Thislgdiféhis described in fi-
nite terms, but the gospel's message of life etesnafinite. "For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten,Sbat whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have eventaslife" (John 3:16).

The person who truly believes on Jesus begins atéfe here on earth.
He leaves the old sinful life of serving self amiezs a new life of freedom
from the bondage of sin. He is free to serve thedLé&s he walks with

God and is faithful, he has the promise that tleis hife will continue right

into heaven.
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With the spiritual resurrection, there comes & p®wer, new interests,
new joys, and a new hope. God does not intendhisrrtew life to grow
old. It cannot, for it is of Him. The Christian tig walk (continue) in new-
ness of life by abiding in Christ. "By whom also wave access by faith
into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice ipehof the glory of God"
(Romans 5:2).

The spiritual birth is marked by a new natdrkis is a divine nature (1
Pet. 1:4). A few of the characteristics of this neature are a soft and ten-
der spirit, a humble evaluation of one's worth, arfteartfelt knowledge of
one's helplessness and need of the Lord. Such blawand contrite spirit
is precious in God's sight (Psalm 51:17). When 8&d anointed king of
Israel, he had this spirit. Sad to say, Saul llistrthat state of being little.
Samuel asked him, "When thou was little in thinenaight, wart thou not
made the head of the tribes of Israel...?" (1 Sarhbd 7). The challenge
of every Christian is to maintain the new, freshisthat he received at his
conversion.

Are some Christians growing old? Certainly, rgvperson is aging in
terms of days and years, but how about the inner?n@od's will is that
the inner man would be constantly restored to #he-runto the end! Then
the "old time religion," or the ness the individealperienced when he first
met "faith of the ages," is held with vitality atiie zeal the Lord. "But
though our outward man perish, yet for Christ teard man is renewed
day by day" (2 Corinthians 4:16). To renew meansYiake new again, re-
store to the original state." The inner man, theisfian's heart and spirit,
should be restored daily to the settings of regaier and sanctification as
set forth in the Word.

Some may feel that with the passing of time aitth experience, they
have grown and are now much more capable. This lmeayor time and
experience are good teachers. But let us be catefuit is not the type of
growth to which Saul fell prey. "When thou wastldit...” But now he had
grown impatient because of self-confidence and tadldn from grace.
Saul had failed to renew himself to the state afhdpélittle.”

The apostle Peter says, "But grow in grace,iartdle knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). I8uhes growth in grace
and knowledge does not cause one to assert hinereelhor to lose the
"meekness and gentleness of Christ" (2 Corinthighs). It should rather
be thought of as growth in the God-given graceeskng one's life in the
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original state of newness and Christ likeness.

An item that is new captures our attention ashahigation. There is some-
thing about the state of newness that is appe#dimgan. This truth should
be remembered by God's children as one thinkseotity within the hearts
of people. Many want something of lasting, or entyrvalue. They don't
want it if it's going to wear out shortly. Men witlot be impressed or
drawn by that which may have been new at one tiotenbw is perhaps
showing wear and is stale. The seeking soul ha&n dfted the "old," that
which is common among men. He may be disenchaniéd neminal
Christianity but could be won for Christ by "thewreess of life."

The inward new life manifesting itself on thetside is proof of Christ
living within. How current is one's experience wikle Lord? It can happen
that one needs to go back perhaps a year to tedbtcommunion with the
Lord. How much aging will our Christian life sufférnot renewed daily?
The effectiveness of our profession is found irffreishness and newness.
To those who have become new creatures in | CH&stl gives a new
name (Revelation 3:12). These only shall dwellha prepared mansions
of heaven. It is a special blessing to visit wited and experienced chil-
dren of God and behold and feel how new their tspird life remains. Oh,
that every new birth in Christ would be maintaimedts newness unto the
end! Then the “old time religion” or the “faith afes” is held with vitality
and true zeal.

\/ \/ \/ \/
0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0
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An introductory note from the contributing brother.
Dear Readers,

The following article is the result of a studgitl on this subject. | wrote
this article for my own benefit to help summarizg mspiration and to
keep me from forgetting it. It seemed to me whileds writing that the
Spirit was asking me to submit it with Christiareegtings and love to eve-
ryone.

THE CHRISTIAN SALUTATION

The Christians' salutation, or "holy kiss," is@dinance that is practiced

by believing Christians. It is a symbol and an autivexpression of the di-
vine love that is given to us by God upon the néathkexperience.
Let's go to the Bible and find the scriptural foatidn, and then let's con-
sider its importance and usage. The apostle Panhm@mnds the practice of
the Christian greeting four different times (Romds16; 1 Corinthians
16:20; 2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:28@lute one another
with an holy kiss." "Greet ye one another with atytkiss ... "Greet one
another with an holy kiss." "Greet all the brethwath an holy kiss." The
apostle Peter gives the commandment once, "Greehgeanother with a
kiss of charity" (1 Peter 5:14).

The religious kiss was a Jewish custom. It fergsting that Paul was the
one urging the use of this ordinance when he smgly contended with
those who wished to place the yoke of Jewish cusinrgentile believers
(Acts 15:1-29). No doubt, the Holy Spirit had givBaul a vision of the
importance of this ordinance.

What is the true purpose of the holy kiss? Fafsall, it is a sign of the
divine love that fills our hearts. It is often aall the "kiss of peace" be-
cause it tells our brethren that we have no ill wivard them and that we
are willing to forgive them if they have wronged Ggcondly, it is a gauge
that can tell us how fervent our brethren really. aknd last of all, it is a
safeguard for God's holy church.

Divine love comes into a believer's heart whematdimits his sinfulness
and, upon true repentance, his sins are forgivers [dve is different from
human love which we have by nature. The naturaltltaanot love every-
body; whereas when divine love is present, we Beesoul of others re-
gardless of their position in life. We love them@gsd loves them. When
such love fills our hearts, we can easily forgiwg orother, leaving no
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room for ill will.

When divine love is alive and fervent in our tigathe kiss of peace is
not difficult. Rather, its observance is a blessargl contributes to the
peace and happiness of those who walk in obedienGed.

Because of this, we can easily see how it can thermometer telling us
how fervent our brethren are. If we feel resistaoceinwillingness from

another believer, we know that God's divine loveas filling his heart as

it should. It will become repulsive and obnoxiousdirect proportion to

the worldliness that is allowed in our lives. AsriStian graces decline, so
will the willingness to practice this ordinance.

Young people, especially those who are unmarnealy be uncomfort-
able with the practice of this doctrine. This isdarstandable, and some
consideration should be given to their feelings.aflsilts, we need to be
careful and not require more of them than God aakes should rather live
a life of example, teaching them the true meanieiird the doctrine of
the holy kiss. However, this does not exclude yopegple, or anyone,
from upholding the doctrines of Christianity. Youpgople should be re-
minded that there is no shame in following the ca@andments of God, and
we should all be humbly happy to manifest whanisur hearts. Without
humility, we cannot approach God.

We have stated that the holy kiss is a safegioar@od's church, and so
it is on this wise: the holy kiss is an unworldlsagtice. The nonbeliever
cannot understand the love that prompts it. Thigy tare discouraged
from merely trying to become members.

When practicing the Christian greeting, we sticag careful to not dis-
criminate. It will work harm if we greet warmly tee who are special
friends or favorites but neglect those whom we mw@rspoor, ignorant, or
uncomely. We are commanded to "greet all the beetkwith an holy kiss"
(I Thessalonians 5:26). It should never be withtigdh inconsistent mem-
bers until those members have been set aside lohtheh.

When the holy greeting is used too much, it dalégenerate into a cus-
tom. If not practiced enough, it will be a painfluty and become some-
thing that is observed with shame. If we abuseegjett it, the beauty and

force of this doctrine will be lost.
Bro. Weldon, Alabama.
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No Will But Thine

Jesus, 'tis my aim divine,
Hence to have no will but thine,
Let me covenant with thee,
Thine for evermore to be:
This my prayer, and this alone,
Saviour, let thy will be done!

Thee to love, to live to thee,
This my daily portion be,
Nothing to my Lord I give,
But from him | first receive:
Lord, for me thy blood was spilt,
Lead me, guide me, as thou wilt.

All that is opposed to thee,
Howsoever dear it be,
From my heart the idol tear,
Thou shalt have no rival there,
Only thou shalt fill the throne:
Saviour, let thy will be done.

Wilt thou, Lord, in me fulfil
All the pleasure of thy will;
Thine in life, and thine in death,
Thine in every fleeting breath,
Thou my hope and joy alone:
Saviour, let thy will be done.
—Octavius Winslow

Compiled and Edited by
J. van Loon.
www.anabaptistmennonites.org
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