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From The Editor's Desk.

THE GLORY OF CHRIST

"The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the Only-Begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth." — John 1:14.

THE GLORY of Christ is apparent, as we study the titles which are
given to Him in the first chapter of St. John's Gospel.

The Word (John 1:1). As the words we speak reveal our character, so
Jesus is the speech of the invisible God. He has uttered or declared God
(John 14:9). The Psalmist said that the heavens declare the glory of God,
and the firmament showeth His handiwork to the ends of the earth, but in
the fairest panorama of the starry heavens, or sunset clouds, there was
never such a presentation of God in nature as we have in Jesus.

The Creator (John 1:2-3). In the strongest language he could com-
mand, the apostle inscribes the Name of Jesus on all things that are in
heaven above and in the earth beneath. The iron of which the nails were
made that transfixed Him to the Cross; the wood of which it was com-
posed, the thorns which composed His crown, all were due to His creative
fiat.

Life and Light (John 1:4). It pleased the Father that life should re-
side in His human nature, as its cistern and reservoir, so that from Him we
should derive eternal life, communicated through faith. In His life is light.

The Messiah (John 1:10-11). "He came unto His own."

The Shekinah (John 1:14). Now and again, during our Lord's earthly
career, the curtain of His human nature seemed to part and to emit some
gleams of the radiant splendour of His Being. It was so on the Transfigura-
tion mount, and again in His Resurrection and Ascension. The glory was
full of grace and truth.

The Only-Begotten Son (John 1:12-14). We may be sons, thank
God, but He was The Son. Whatever is implied in that phrase "Only-
Begotten," He is separated from the noblest of the children of men by a
measureless and impassable chasm. Yet how wonderful it is, that He is not
ashamed to call us brethren. Let us give glory and homage to Him!
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MINISTER'S CORNER .

THE FADING CHRIST
By Brother Glen.

The "Christian" world is now at its most excginyearly time—
commemorating the birth of Jesus Christ. But amepfgeseeing Christ in
the sharp focus in which the Bible presents Him-e"ttamb of God,
which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1229)

Suppose a painter would paint a new portraithef same individual
every year, beginning after that person's deathgine that there were no
pictures that he could consult, forcing him to relyly on his memory.
How accurate would the thirtieth or fortieth poitree? Probably, each
year's new picture would bear less and less reserodlto the real person.
If at the last he were permitted to draw from thenmory of others, he
would surely seek out those who had known the iddal the most inti-
mately.

In a similar way, the picture the world paintslesus bears only a fading
resemblance to the Christ of the Scriptures. JémiSon of God, the Sav-
iour, the Redeemer, the Lamb of God slain for ihe ef the world, fades
farther and farther into oblivion with the passioigtime. Yes, the world
knows about the historical Jesus, but they scaroetpgnize the true
Christ.

The humble children of faith, on the other hakdow Him intimately
through the Word and Spirit. They have a far ma®ieate and true vision
of the Lord and Saviour. True believers know Himtlzes One who shed
His precious blood to redeem them from sin (1 P&t&®). They "know
that, when he shall appear, they shall be like ianthey shall see him as
he is" (1 John 3:2). They know this because theyrexw walking with
Him.

A perplexing element of religious strife is st@ad on current world is-
sues. Because of this, the news media is givingerand more attention to
religious belief and faith. In this the revereduligs of the past, such as,
Abraham, Jesus, Peter and Paul, come under re+ex@om. That they
were actual historical figures, still greatly irdlucing the world scene to-
day, is quite readily acknowledged. But can the pesecularly minded
men and women describe Truth, as relates to th&dwarisis and need?
No, Truth is a matter grasped only by living faifaith provides true wis-
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dom and understanding, which is seeming foolishtes$ke world (1 Co-
rinthians 1:20; 2:6; 3:19).

Much of the news media’'s attention to Christiamind its beginnings
contains a subtle erosive element affecting simiplesting faith. Repeat-
edly, that which our faith, based on the Scriptinejeves to be fact and
truth is presented as a likely myth or not subsged by historical evi-
dence. The Holy Bible is treated as a mere andenk rather than the
Word of God. How all this new scrutiny and inteteon of Christianity
figures into that last great battle between trutth arror is a question. If the
net effect is that the true Christ from heaven $afiem view, men are get-
ting, at the best, a distorted look at Jesus.

It is a question what the long-range consequentéhis type of material
will be, especially on hungry-for-reading adoledcamd teen-age children.
One ponders whether there is a behind-the-scenerpaiwvork here. It
does appear that the bottom line is that true faitihe only Almighty God
and in His Son, Jesus Christ, is questioned, nengthened.

Jesus said, "l am the living bread which cama&rdfxom heaven: if any
man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: dredbread that | will give is
my flesh, which | will give for the life of the wi" (John 6:51). Faith
makes this real and precious to true believersthmispirit of worldly wis-
dom ignores, and even disdains, it. The Chrishenworld's portrait does
not offer Himself as a sacrifice to redeem sinnBigither is He alive for-
evermore (Revelation 1:18), in their picture, sdate the Father's right
hand (1 Peter 3:22). Some "experts" even paintsJasua mere political
figure, caught between Rome and Jerusalem as éte tti affect a refor-
mation. What a distorted picture!

So we have a paradox here. While a historicalsCis being pictured
more and more to the world due to political deveiepts, we have a fad-
ing Jesus. The testimony of the sacred Scriptéyed 'she shall bring forth
a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: forha#l save his people
from their sins" (Matthew 1:21), is blotched in tverld's picture. Tragi-
cally, because of diminishing faith, the true Chissreceding into the ob-
scuring haze of secular interpretation.

Who will paint the true picture? Surely, thosbhonactually know Him
are the best qualified. Indeed, because Chriss hvighin humble, contrite
believers (2 Cor. 4:10-11), they actually are tlend) portrait of the Sav-
iour of the world. And because the eternal, unchmpdesus (Hebrews
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13:8) is the life within them, that image will bleetsame from generation
to generation (Colossians 3:4). How the world ndbddrue picture!

A visit several years ago to the Holocaust Muse&n Washington D.C.
was an eye-opener for the writer. Of course, thabte crimes committed
against the Jews during World War Il numb the miBdt the explanation
the Jews give as to the cause of the Holocaustgaipped my attention.
Surprisingly, they begin with Jesus: He was bordewish parents, in time
He gathered a following, and eventually createchauarest that the Ro-
mans crucified Him. Later, it is claimed, the eafristians heatedly
blamed the Jews for Jesus' death. That accusatibra@ompanying ha-
tred toward the Jews, it is said, has permeatedinity all through his-
tory, culminating in Christians slaughtering thevden Europe.

Is that the true picture of Christ and His cin®aVe cry, No, those dear
people have misunderstood! But look at it from &eotperspective.
"Christians" without the peaceful, loving Christifig within have painted
a grossly flawed portrait of Him. "Christians" afte&vaged war and perse-
cuted others. Terrible deeds of inhumanity havenbemmmitted in the
name of Christ. And so, sadly, looking at the pietof Christ that false
Christianity is painting over time, the true Jesuading and fading.

Who will paint the true picture of Jesus? A fagland distorted portrait
of Christ is misleading Jews, Moslems, "Christiarasid the entire world,
setting a fearful stage. Let God's children takeHgaven's chorus and
sing:

"Unto you is born a Saviour,"
Angels sang from on high;
God so loved He has given

His own Son to bleed and die.

Lift Him up, higher, higher!
Let the world see the love in His eyes;
He's the only hope of promise,

And it's time a dying world has realized.
(“Lift Him Up” Rosa Henry)
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ENDURANCE

One of the definitions of endure is: to last; todab to suffer or sustain
without yielding. For the child of God, this is ary pertinent attribute in
the day in which we are living. The Scriptures agey clear on this sub-
ject, and the Lord's own words limtthew 24:13are, "But he that shall en-
dure unto the end, the same shall be saved.” Tbostlag?aul wrote in dif-
ferent epistles of the need to "hold fast” to sododtrine, to our profes-
sion, and to not grow weary in the Christian walk.

The five foolish virgins are an example of peopleowdid not endure to
the end. Surely it would not do an injustice tastparable to say that they
had a good experience of salvation and for a timeyed the joys Chris-
tian life has for believers. Many sermons have h@eached on this par-
able, and it is not the concern of this articlepound on this. However,
let's note that their lamps had gone out for a lafc&il. One of the lessons
our Lord surely wants to teach with this parablthat the basic element of
the Christian life is that the Holy Spirit needs® present to provide oil in
the believers' lives, otherwise their lamps will@d.

The present day and age is conducive, in many deanto a life of ease.
The true worshipper of God needs to keep the vithanh the kingdom of
God is not meat and drink but righteousness andepaad joy in the Holy
Ghost(Romans 14:17)We have many examples in the Bible of faithful ser
vants of God who endured many things to obtaintamal crown. Then
we also read how our faithful martyr brethren eedurfor they looked for
a city not made with hands.

May it be our lot, then, to do as the Word sayslénrews 12:2''Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faithg Vidr the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shantkis set down at the
right hand of the throne of God." Brother Frank

ETERNITY—ARE WE READY?

"But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ezart, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the things which God hatkppred for them that
love him"(1 Corinthians 2:9).

The above scripture has often been a real inspirato me. Oh, that
somehow our spiritual eyes could be opened andowklcas it were, en-
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vision standing on the threshold of eternity aridnig that long look into
the great beyond. It seems that far too many tithegeality of time and
meeting God wants to elude us.

Time is over; eternity has dawned. For a brief matnhee gaze into that
celestial city. We see our loving Saviour with Hisns outstretched say-
ing, "Welcome home, my child; well done." Then we dome and rest
from our labors. We are free from sin, no more sadnno more crying, no
more sad good-byes; there is perfect bliss forevegmiNe "see the river
gently flowing, feel the gentle breezes blowingriddthere | see, just over
the river, my loved ones beckoning me. They seehlmppy and so free.

And now we gaze over on the other side, on théterscene of hell. No
human can comprehend or describe the torment theresvelation 20:15
we read, "And whosoever was not found written i@ Book of life was
cast into the lake of fire." Think now of the sangour Christian Hymnal,
"Oh, eternity! Long eternity! Hear the solemn fdefss of eternity."

Those who go there will be forever lost. They widver have a second
chance to turn to our loving Saviour. They will eeyhear those pleading
words, "Come home, ... come home, ... Ye who araryyecome home!
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, Callingjriher, come home!" They
will never hear a loving word spoken.

Then we look into heaven again and see all theyghord bliss there.
There we see our loving Saviour, whose tender pigade felt. We see
our loved ones so happy and so free, singing mas&od. Then to think
that here | am forever burning in anguish, fallingher and further away
from God. Lost forever, oh, how sad!

Would to God that we would not in any way negléattgreat salvation.
This applies first in our own lives, then in theds of those around us,
those of our families and the many others who atesaved. Let us be up
and doing. Let us pray for each other and not faynthe way, praying ear-
nestly that the church wilt earnestly contend fa faith that was once de-
livered unto the saint{sude 3).

Written with loving concern. Brother Calvin
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FEAR NOT

"But now thus saith the Lord that created thee,aboll, and he that
formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for | have redekthee, | have called thee
by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest tfirabie waters, | will
be with thee; and through the rivers, they shatl meerflow thee: when
thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not benbd; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee. For | am the Lord thy Gibe, Holy One of Israel,
thy Saviour”(lsaiah 43:1-3)What a blessed promise from our God who
knows all things!

As we read these verses for devotions one morrong sfter the tragic
happenings in America, | thought of all the feamsl anxiety in the world
around us. | was impressed with the blessed thotngtitwe can trust in
God who cares and understands.

The fear of God, which causes reverence towards Rim necessary in-
gredient in our Christian lives. But when we lodKktze waves around us,
as Peter did, fear grips us, and we begin to suek ehough the Lord is
close by. Then He commands us, Fear not! Thesesnanel found many
times in the Holy Word and are often followed wibme promise of
blessing if we obey.

The above verses were spoken to God's children timea of trouble.
When the Saviour of the world was born in Bethlelsenmany years later,
it was also a dark time for God's children. He totdh Mary and Joseph,
"Fear not, this is my work." The angel told the erds, "Fear not: for,
behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, whishall be to all people”
Luke 2:10.Another verse in.uke 12:32says, "Fear not, little flock; for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kinglom

Matthew 10:28 tells us to not fear those who ate &bkill the body, but
to fear him that is able to cast us into hell. Bfiere we need to evaluate
what really is causing us to fear. If we are felabecause it looks like Sa-
tan is in control, then we need to remember thahdkough he is powerful
and we are no match for him, we can trust in aniglhty God who always
will be in control. | believe that God allowed thatastrophe to happen to
wake us up to the fact that we have no continuihghere but are headed
for eternity one day at a time. In times like these need to put on the
whole armor of God that we will be able to standha evil day.

When a loved one goes astray, a certain fear gspbat asks: What if?
These fears are very real, but we must look to @wdl His promises and
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continue to pray in faith that God will have Hisywa

Sometimes sickness strikes a loved one, and webfgag the next. We
begin to notice our aches and pains and seek niddilabefore we go to
the Great Physician and ask Him to check us ounhefimes we are over-
come with the trouble we are in and take medicait@tead of bringing
our burdens to the Lord. Before we know it, we thsse things to see us
through, and they become a way of life for us.

Really, the Lord would gladly carry our burden te if we would only
bring it to Him. It may be that we even have a fefawhat the Lord will
ask of us if we make a full surrender. We forgedt tanother one of His
promises is that He will always give us grace fdratever He asks us to
do.

Ephesians 6 tells us what we need for armor todakeep our fears at
bay. First of all, we need to realize whom we a&bting against. It is not
brother or sister so and so who offended us, leututer of the darkness of
this world using our loved one or some situatiortaase us to fall. In all
situations, we should learn what the truth is atck 40 it. If we are not
sure what it is, let us wait upon the Lord.

The breastplate of righteousness must be God'sedgbkness and not our
own. Doing what is right from the heart is needB# prepared to spread
peace and not strife. When we hear of strife, $es&e how we can bring
people together and not wedge them further ap&sd. shield of faith will
help us to "fear not,” but to go forth confidenattiSod will take care of us
and see us through. Accepting the gift of salvateprotect our head will
keep us humble, and then we will be ready to thkestvord, which is the
Word of God, and fight the enemy. Praying alwaysiegdful. May our
prayers not only consist of asking, but more sthahksgiving. And as we
find ourselves in a thankful state of mind, we Miilid that our fears have
subsided, and we can go on our way rejoicing. Brother Wayne.
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The Messiah Comes.

The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a liaegfrom between his
feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall thehgaing of the people be.
Genesis 49:10.

Each time we reflect on the birth of Christslitould create within us a
special thankfulness. Like Mary, we should pauseettect on what the
Messiah's coming means for us. "But Mary keptladise things, and pon-
dered them in her heart" (Luke 2:19).

The word Messiah appears only twice in the Billlee Hebrew name
Messiah and the Greek name Christ translate liyeea "anointed one."
Christ, who was foreordained before the foundatiohthe world, was to
be the redeemer of a sinful human race. As we tbfridis humble birth,
the greatest gift ever given, we should be inspioefdithfulness. "For God
so loved the world, that he gave his only bego8en, that whosoever be-
lieveth in him should not perish, but have eventaslife" (John 3:16).
Matthew 2:1-12

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judadlaeinlays of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men from the tea¥trusalentSaying,
Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for weehseen his star in the
east, and are come to worship hiwhen Herod the king had hedtiese
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with htAnd when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of thepfe together, he de-
manded of them where Christ should be béfmd they said unto him, In
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by phephet,SAnd thou Beth-
lehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least antbagorinces of Juda: for
out of thee shall come a Governor, that shall miepeople Israel'Then
Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,uaregl of them dili-
gently what time the star appearédnd he sent them to Bethlehem, and
said, Go and search diligently for the young chald¢gl when ye have found
him, bring me word again, that | may come and worslp &lso.°When
they had heard the king, they departed; and, e star, which they saw in
the east, went before them, till it came and stoeer where the young
child was.1®%When they saw the star, they rejoiced with excepdjreat
joy. 2*And when they were come into the house, they sawyttung child
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with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipgech: and when they
had opened their treasures, they presented untaifftisn gold, and frank-
incense, and myrrht?2And being warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Herod, they departed intortbain country another
way.”

The first prophetic glimpse of the promised Maisss found in Genesis
3:15, "And | will put enmity between thee and therman, and between
thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head tlaou shalt bruise his
heel." Two thousand years later, God promised Adralthat through his
lineage a redeemer would come to save the worltumerous passages
throughout the Psalms, David wrote about the coroirtpe anointed one,
who would establish a spiritual kingdom. Inspireg the Spirit, Isaiah
penned many prophecies concerning the coming Mes€lae of these
impressive passages tells us, "For he shall groweadpre him as a tender
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hatlfionm nor comeliness;
and when we shall see him, there is no beautywiashould desire him"
(Isaiah 53:2). Jeremiah spoke about a "righteow@&r" coming out of
David. Ezekiel also wrote, "Thus saith the Lord Godill also take of the
highest branch of the high cedar, and will se{BZekiel 17:22). The ninth
chapter of Daniel foretells the Messiah's comihg, length of His minis-
try, and His crucifixion. These are but a few aé thany notable prophetic
messages found throughout the Bible which "holy maeiod spoke as
they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter 1:21).

More than seven hundred years prior to the bafthChrist, Micah
prophesied the birthplace of the Messiah: "But tHdethlehem Ephratah,
though thou be little among the thousands of Jugethout of thee shall he
come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israeioge goings forth have
been from of old, from everlasting" (Micah 5:2).

Bethlehem, earlier called Ephratah, means "thesé of bread." The city
of David was also home to Boaz and Ruth, who ar¢hénlineage of
Christ. It was destined to become the place where Would deliver His
gift to mankind. Divine providence, through a decresued by the Roman
Emperor which authorized a census and a tax, lséploand Mary to
Bethlehem. The distance from their hometown, Nadhar® Bethlehem
was roughly eighty miles, a journey of eight dagdf@ot. After the birth of
the Christ child, this city was the ultimate deatian of the wise men.
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According to Bible historians, the wise men,oateferred to as magi,
came from the area of Babylon where the Tigris Baghrates rivers con-
verge, which is about 800 miles east of Jerusaleday, this area would
be located within the countries of Iraq and Iraas$tbly, the eastern wise
men continued to draw knowledge from the propheafd3aniel and were
influenced by the posterity of the Jewish captilreisig in Babylon. For
many years they had diligently watched the heavenshe "Star out of
Jacob" (Numbers 24:17).

Jesus was probably between forty days and oaeqgtd when the wise
men arrived in Jerusalem. They inquired, "Whereeighat is born King of
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the easttliplv 2:2). The wise
men then followed the star to Bethlehem where tbapd the Christ child
and presented their gifts to Him. Although the Bidbes not reveal many
details about the wise men, several things cannfexred from the re-
corded account: their perseverance in finding th&lctheir faith in God
and the leading of the star, their sharing of tigdis unselfishly, and their
expression of humility in worship.

The coming of the Messiah fulfilled the typedahadows of the old
Law. It ushered in the dispensation of the newhbanid the indwelling of
the Holy Spirit. It was a joyous time for those hwgoft and tender hearts
who were patiently waiting for the promised Redeen@rist's birth in-
spired in them thankfulness for God's incomprel®@agiift of love. Jesus
was a perfect gift. As we ponder this gift, it igfidult to grasp the love
God has for the souls of men—a love so great tleaseht His only Son as
a sacrifice for sin.

We should also ponder the humility of our Saviand His willingness
to become flesh. "Who, being in the form of Goayuht it not robbery to
be equal with God: But made himself of no reputgtend took upon him
the form of a servant, and was made in the likeméssen: And being
found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, ls@@hme obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross" (Philippiafs82. It must have been a
quiet, humble scene in the stable that first nidgfntve also humble our-
selves, we can experience the quiet peace fehairBethlehem night.

Another beautiful message contained in the @has story is that of the
light. The glory of the Lord illuminated the are&eve the shepherds were
tending their sheep. That light and the messagerteeived inspired them
to go with haste to find the newborn child and vagysHim. The wise men
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trusted the light of the star to guide them to $aviour. The apostle Paul
was also transfixed by the light of Christ. In shgrhis conversion experi-
ence before the tumultuous mob of Jews in Jerusdienspoke of losing
his vision because of the "glory of that light" (822:11). His sight was
restored as he followed the Spirit's leading. Ddtwmough the corridor of
time, beginning with the apostles and continuinglunday, millions of
faithful followers of the light have shed their btb and suffered for the
cause of Christ. Today, the light of the Spiritlvalso guide us if we are
willing to follow. Joy and peace flood our heartsvae humbly obey the
quiet voice of the Spirit.

This Christmas season, as we read the preciogsand sing carols, let
us be mindful to impart the beauty of Jesus' kiottour children, grand-
children, and others who listen. It is truly a sieg to gather our families,
give simple gifts, sing hymns, and pray togetheddifionally, let us not
forget to share the glorious gospel story with iiends and neighbors;
our witness can be beautiful and inspirational &smg the Christmas
carols that ring out the story anew.

1. Why did the wise men go first to Jerusalem éoah to Bethlehem?

2. Does the way the world celebrates the birtrestid affect the way we
observe the season?

3. Did the saying, "The darker the night, the bieghhe light," apply at the
time of Christ's birth? Does it apply today?

4. Do Jesus and the Father receive sufficient gloour observance of
Christmas?

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications.

NON-RESISTANCE

For theAnabaptists both the rejection of participation in governmend
nonresistance are a refusal to use the sword. &ethased on the distinc-
tion between the old and new covenants. The uieeasword was allowed
in the old, but was not taken into the new covenaater Christ.
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There has been extensive discussion of this aspéctabaptist conviction
over the years. James Stayer, authofmag“Doctrine of the Sword in the First
Decade of Anabaptism 1961as shown that the conviction about the total
rejection of the sword came gradually among thesSwi That the same
thing happened among the South German and Dutchaptiats we have
known for some time. Nevertheless, the very firghess to the total rejec-
tion of the use of the sword comes to us from Car@aecbel. It was this
position which, after some attempts at a middletiprs prevailed and is
articulated in the Schleitheim Confession

It is instructive that the setting for the discessiwas not about secular
wars (such as in the twentieth century which watghenfuture) but rather
the holy war, the war for the defence of Christiaith. Anabaptists then
would think of the sword as turned against fellolri€tians either on the
field of battle or in the exercise of church digdicip.

Persons who opposed the official decisions of theah, saidAnabaptists,
should not be proceeded against with the swordsbaotld be dealt with
by the restoring process of church discipline,udotg the ban. Thus non-
resistance is not simply a matter of refusing tarberms in wartime, al-
though that is certainly included. Rather it isotally new life orientation
in which all human relationships are governed byepae, understanding,
love, forgiveness, and a desire for the redempian of the enemy. It is
part of the new way of ordering human relationshipder the new cove-
nant.

One of the basic problems with the use of the swarguedAnabaptists,
was that killing a person destroyed any possibitymprovement or re-
pentance. Robbing anyone of the freedom to decd€lffirist was a griev-
ous wrong, and constituted a usurpation of divinerqnative. Basically,
Anabaptists believed that the use of the sword in human atatiwas
counterproductive. It served only to produce maostility, more venge-
ance, more chaos. It was too final in its acti@peeially when such action
was frequently unjust. Once the sword had spokeninjury could not be
rectified.
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Conrad Grebel, "Letter to Thomas Miintzer," 1524.

Moreover, the gospel and its adherents are mdiet protected by the
sword, nor are they thus to protect themselvesghytas we learn from our
brother, is thy opinion and practice. True Christizelievers are sheep
among wolves, sheep for the slaughter; they mudiaptized in anguish
and affliction, tribulation, persecution, sufferjrgnd death; they must be
tried with fire, and must reach the fatherland @freal rest, not by killing
their bodily, but by mortifying their spiritual, emies. Neither do they use
worldly sword or war, since all killing has ceassith them—unless, in-
deed, we would still be of the old law. And evesrth[in the Old Testa-
ment], so far as we recall, war was a misforturierahey had once con-
guered the Promised Land.

**Additional comment to the preceding statementirG@onrad Grebel.
Hans Hut, who was a disciple of Thomas Miintzer, waisan absolute
nonresistant. His position can be described agrimtnonresistance.” The
sword, he argued, had been put away until God wtalldhem to take it
out again. Until then they were to be nonresistatut and his followers
expected the world to end soon, and they beliehatl God would use
them to destroy the ungodly. This use of the swwasl normally, in Chris-
tian history, been called the holy war, that isy wadefence of God or
Christian faith. The Munsterites took a positiomyveuch like that, except
that they considered the end-time to be alreadw tipem.

Felix Mantz, "Admonition,"” 1526, Martyrs Mirror.

Whenever a person brings forth genuine fruitsepientance, the heaven
of eternal joy is, through grace, purchased andionbtl for him by Christ,
through the shedding of his Innocent blood, whiehsb willingly poured
out; thereby showing us his love, and enduing u$ the power of his
Spirit, and whoever receives and uses it growsisntade perfect in God.
Only love to God through Christ shall stand andvaile not boasting, de-
nouncing, or threatening. It is love alone thaplisasing to God; he that
cannot show love shall not stand in the sight ofi Gbhe true love of
Christ shall scatter the enemy so that he who wbaldn heir with Christ
is taught that he must be merciful, as the Fathelndaven is merciful.
Christ never accused anyone, as do the false tesaoh¢he present day;
from which it is evident that they do not have ke of Christ, nor under-
stand his Word; and still they would be shepherdstaachers; but at last
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they will have to despair, when they shall findtteeerlasting pain shall be
their recompense, if they do not reform. Christardvated anyone; neither
did his true servants, but they continued to fol@trist in the true way, as
he went before them. This Light of life they haeddre them, and are glad
to walk in it; but those who are hateful and ensgiocand do thus wickedly
betray, accuse, smite and quarrel, cannot be @msst

Michael Sattler, Schleitheim Confession, 1527.

ARTICLE VI. We have been united as follows camieg the sword.
The sword is an ordering of God outside the padactf Christ. It pun-
ishes and kills the wicked, and guards and protéetgood. In the law the
sword is established over the wicked for punishnagk for death, and the
secular rulers are established to wield the same.

But within the perfection of Christ only the benused for the admoni-
tion and exclusion of the one who has sinned, withbe death of the
flesh, simply the warning and the command to simaoe.

1. Now many, who do not understand Christ's witlds, will ask whether
a Christian may or should use the sword againstibked for protection
and defense of the good, or for the sake of lovee @nswer is unani-
mously revealed: Christ teaches and commands leato from Him, for
He is meek and lowly of heart and thus we shalll fiest for our souls.
Now Christ says to the woman who was taken in adgltnot that she
should be stoned according to the law of his Fadheryet He says, "what
the Father commanded me, that | dayhn 12:50put with mercy and for-
giveness and the warning to sin no more, says: $ono more." Exactly
thus should we also proceed, according to theafullee ban.

2. Second, is asked concerning the sword:

Whether a Christian shall pass sentence in thspand strife about
worldly matters, such as the unbelievers have with another. The an-
swer: Christ did not wish to decide or pass judgnietween brother and
brother concerning inheritance, but refused toal@® should we also do.
3. Third, is asking concerning the sword:

Whether the Christian should be a magistrate ifs chosen thereto. This
is answered thus: Christ was to be made king, butdd and did not dis-
cern the ordinance of his Father. Thus we showd db as he did and fol-
low after him, and we shall not walk in darkneser Re Himself says:
“Whoever would come after me, let him deny himselfl take up his cross
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and follow me.”Mark 8:34.He himself further forbids the violence of the
sword when he says: "The princes of this world lib@ver them, etc., but
among you it shall not be soMatthew 20:25-26 Further Paul says,
"Whom God has foreknown, the same he has also giiedd to be con-
formed to the image of his Son," efmans 8:29Peter also says: "Christ
has suffered (not ruled) and has left us an exaniipde¢ you should follow
after in his steps.! Peter 2:21.

4. Lastly one can see in the following points tihatoes not befit a Chris-
tian to be a magistrate: The rule of the governmerdccording to the
flesh, that of the Christians according to the i&piiheir houses and dwell-
ing remain in this world, that of the Christiansnsheaven. Their citizen-
ship is in this world, that of the Christians isheaven. The weapons of the
Christians are spiritual, against the fortificatiohthe devil. The worldly
are armed with steel and iron, but Christians aneed with the armor of
God, with truth, righteousness, peace, faith, samaand with the Word
of God. In summary: as Christ our Head is mindedalso must we be
minded as the members of the body of Christ thrddigh, so that there be
no division in the body, through which it would Hestroyed. Since then
Christ is as is written of Him, so must His membaiso be the same, so
that His body may remain whole and unified foratgn advancement and
upbuilding. For any kingdom which is divided withitself will be de-
stroyed.

Hans Denck, "Concerning True Love," 1527.

No Christian, who wishes to boast in his Lordyymise power to coerce
and rule. For the realm of our king consists alamehe teaching and
power of the spirit. Whoever truly acknowledges i€thas Lord ought to
do nothing but what He commands him. Now he commatidhis disci-
ples to teach evildoers and to admonish them feir improvement. If
they will not listen we should allow them to be thesns and avoid them.

Menno Simons, "Blasphemy," 1535.

All of you who would fight with the sword of Dal; and also be the ser-
vants of the Lord, consider these words, which show a servant should
be minded. If he is not to strive, and quarrel, hban can he fight? If he is
to be gentle to all men, how can he then hate anah lthem? If he is to be
ready to learn, how can he lay aside the aposigigpons? He will need
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them. If he is to instruct in meekness those tpabse, how can he destroy
them? If he is to instruct in meekness those tpabse truth, how can he
angrily punish them that do not as yet acknowleitigetruth? Paul says: if
God peradventure will give them repentance.

Menno Simons, "Reply to False Accusations," 1552.

The Scriptures teach that there are two oppgsimges and two oppos-
ing kingdoms: the one is the Prince of peace; therahe prince of strife.
Each of these princes has his particular kingdothamthe prince is so is
also the kingdom. The Prince of peace is Christislesis kingdom is the
kingdom of peace, which is his church; his messengee the messengers
of peace; his Word is the word of peace; his bedyhé body of peace; his
children are the seed of peace; and his inheritandereward are the in-
heritance and reward of peace. In short, with knngy, and in his kingdom
and reign, it is nothing but peace. Everything ieadeen, heard, and done
IS peace.

O beloved reader, our weapons are not swordspears, but patience,
silence, and hope, and the Word of God. With thesenust maintain our
heavy warfare and fight our battle. Paul says,wkapons of our warfare
are not carnal; but mighty through Ga@d.Corinthians 10:4With these we
intend and desire to storm the kingdom of the ¢danld not with sword,
spears, cannon, and coats of mail. For he estearoaths straw, and brass
as rotten woodJob 41:2) Thus may we with our Prince, Teacher, and Ex-
ample Christ Jesus, raise the father against theasa the son against the
father, and may we cast down imagination and ekéagly thing that exal-
teth itself against the knowledge of God, and bimig captivity every
thought in obedience to Chrigt.Corinthians 10:5)

True Christians do not know vengeance, no méitev they are mis-
treated. In patience they possess their sauls: 21:18.And they do not
break their peace, even if they should be tempyeoboindage, torture, pov-
erty, and besides, by the sword and fire. They dbany, Vengeance,
vengeance, as does the world; but with Christ tugplicate and pray: Fa-
ther, forgive them; for they know not what they doke 23:34; Acts 7:60
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH VERSUS CHANGE

It has pleased God to give life a small beginr(lgysically and spiritu-
ally), and He has made provision for necessary tiroRhysical growth is
not as problematic as spiritual growth.

God has not only made provision for growth; itnsHis divine will that
man should mature. "But grow in grace, and in thewdedge of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). It id faat Jesus grew in wis-
dom and in stature and in favor with God and mauk@ 2:52). This
growth shall continue until the Christian come®ifthe unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto agmérman, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Chrigth@sians 4:13).

Points of particular interest are growth in kneslde of our Lord, increase
in wisdom, and growth in favor with God, comingatdull-grown man.

In this day of much learning, new ideas, new intetations, and new con-
cepts in most fields are emerging. The Bible, vailithat is written and in

all that it stands for, has become a fertile fifgld research, to the extent
that much that was light has become darkness aatdwthich was once

knowledge has become ignorance. Change is interpast growth or as a
departure from the life of a child unto maturity.

It is important to note that growth is an in@ean size by adding new
matter into the living organism; whereas, to chaisg®e alter by substitut-
ing foreign matter.

The eight-pound boy at birth becomes a one haghéifty-pound young
man in his late teens. It is the same boy, onlyerafrhim. He has not
changed—the temperament is the same, the vital bayhns are the same,
and he has the same parents. This is growth. Wéhhtabk put on is a com-
position of the original substances.

The green twig stuck into the ground by the ibalturist buds and
shoots forth many branches in a few years, inangasi ten feet in height
and many feet across, and bears fruit. It is 8t#l same twig, but much
more of it. This is growth; for it is an increadetloe original.

The illustrations are not a matter of change,dfigrowth; for in chang-
ing there is a moving away from the original andstituting something of
a different organism. The only thing that can biel & this case is that it
surely has grown.

A mature man whose life has been molded in kinfimg from boyhood

-19-
gThev shall call his name Emmanuel, which intergteteGod with u:j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 12 - DECEMBER 200512

becomes a new creature in Christ upon acceptingiCGle Saviour through
the process of the new birth. Even though he ialsebn Christ, he walks
in the newness of life. He is different! It is regiritual growth that makes
him different but a change of attitude or affecfioh desires and choices.
This man has changed. What you see of him now @reew shoots from

the original. The former has perished, and a new nas come forth.

A "babe in Christ" is made partaker of a divimeture in Christ Jesus,
and the characteristics are humility, meekness,o@@thness to correction
and teaching. Since he is born of God, he natuealtepts the teachings of
the Lord as direction for his life. He also acceftigse of like precious
faith as his brothers and sisters in the Lord,rdesito be in their fellow-
ship. In this fellowship, each one endeavors targe their understanding
of the Lord and His plan for mankind. This knowledg an incentive to
unite all in the faith, to be one in understandamgl wisdom. As each one
continues in this way, they increase in the knogtedf the Lord and in
favor with God and come unto the full stature irri€th

In this process, many times certain scripturesolne more meaningful,
and some obscure passages become real relevadgdinmes of the Word
and the regulations of the Church take on a nevedgion. This is growth.
It adds new matter to the living organism. Thisiadé change. The proper-
ties are the same.

It is not uncommon to have someone remark thenahe accepted the
Lord and the Church, he did not understand muchitatbe matter, and in
those young years, his confession of faith waswsted in ignorance, but
now he feels differently about some things. Thignswth, an increase in
knowledge and understanding, and it does not teles drom the original
but adds to it. However, it must be said that whew beliefs and new
light place a shadow on the confession of faith-separation, noncon-
formity, nonresistance, submission, and obediencauthority—it is not
growth, for the simple reason that it is not anease of the original organ-
ism. It is a change of views.

The Scriptures say that in God, the Fatherghftd, there is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning (James 1:17). Wbigld mean that when
God turns, He casts no shadow; for we know that el turned, doing
not what He said He would, but in so doing it was galvation for man-
kind and for a glory to His name. Too often, a &an who is considered
rooted and settled casts a shadow upon his ingdgyith change in attitude
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or behaviour. "I had a lot of faith in my broth#rinking he was sound and
stable, but after what he did the other day, | atnauble."

To move away from restricted zones into areasrevbne can have more
liberties, even believing to enjoy the fellowshiptioe Spirit more by not
being hampered by former convictions and regulati@annot be growth;
for it is an exchange of ideas.

Another important item in growth versus chamgeroportion—the rela-
tionship of one part to another. That eight-poung has a proportioned
body—every member is of normal size, giving goothbee. When ma-
tured, the body is much larger but still propertggortioned; every mem-
ber is healthy and able to coordinate. The santeuésof the twig in be-
coming a tree; its branches are proportioned, veelhded and standing
erect.

The babe in Christ, in a matured state, is pitogoed—not top-heavy,
not lopsided, not maimed, but well balanced.

God has so ordained that all living things am@pprtioned, which gives
balance and coordination. However, some Christigntheir attitudes and
behavior, are like growing trees with growing bia@s on one side and
withering branches on the other, resulting in aidigt leaning and being
subject to breaking.

Those who are majoring in God's love, mercy, langsuffering are un-
derestimating the importance of God's holinesd)teigusness, and judg-
ment at the same time. Or when the emphasis igglem much on love,
joy, and peace, one is apt to lose sight of selfalecross bearing, and ig-
noring of the world. Such attitudes are not congeidd spiritual growth,
for they do violence to Bible teaching.

» To accept the Bible, with all that it stands fas,the pure, inspired Word
of God and later qualify some parts of it as of naama not inspired is
change and not growth.

» To accept a belief as a conviction from God, cssifeg to have peace
and forgiveness from God, and later believe it asehbeen an emotional
affair is change and not growth.

» To accept the Church as the Lord's Body and vaelify to what she
subscribes and then later lower her to the leveltioér churches is change
and not growth.

» To accept only those who belong to the same falhovas brothers and
sisters in the faith and later incorporate all vidiéow Christ is change.
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» To receive the Church interpretation of Bible dioeis as authentic and
later identify them as rules of men is change.

» To accept it as scriptural to discipline disobatimembers, even to the
point of excommunication, and later apply it ordygrave sins is change.
» To believe that the scriptural avoidance was maahe physical as well
as spiritual and later believe it to be only spailtis change.

» To believe that the marriage vow is for life, fetter or worse, and now
believe marriage can be dissolved by divorce aredlaam marry another is
change.

» To believe that the Scriptures ask parents to aidter the rod of disci-
pline to their children in order to bring them banko obedience and later
come to tolerate "free expression," hoping expegewill mold them, is
change.

All these items are not a shoot from the origorganism; consequently,
they are change and not growth.

Some would quote Paul to gain liberty to forsfike old paths] and take
on new ways. Paul said, "When | was a child, | spak a child, | under-
stood as a child, I thought as a child: but whdre@éame a man, | put away
childish things" (1 Corinthians 13:11). If Paul hsygbken this in regard to
his maturing as a Christian, he certainly wouldéhd@ene an injustice to
the gospel he preached. Paul spoke this in redardise perfect life to
come when he would be set free from this earthijybo

What then shall be said about the updating aodemizing among the
believers and, also, in the Church? There are shinfgrated, used, and
sanctioned now that were not acceptable a cengoyla it growth, or is it
change? Does it add to spiritual life, or doesulitseact from spiritual life?
There are the telephone, the car, the modern paveehinery, the new
homes, the furnishings, the clothing styles, egotJwhat basis can it be
said that it is not change but growth?

The Bible speaks about the four corners of #r¢hebut when it is gen-
erally accepted that the earth is round and hanwers, it does not cast a
shadow upon God's creation. The Bible speaks ahewsun standing still
for a given length of time; it is now generally apted that the sun is sta-
tionary and the earth revolves, but that castshaolew upon the matter in
hand. So, also, in Christian progressiveness thgrghose items that, at
first glance, are not beneficial for Christian Ide work. But, upon a sec-
ond look, it is evident that they would help prometgood cause, even to
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the edifying of the saints and the saving of th&.l@hen, if they can be
adopted with unity and in fellowship, it can be \gtb. If in any way it
weakens or impairs a doctrine, it is not growth ¢hange.

We teach consistency and moderation, for thigospel. However, we
will admit that the landmark of consistency in dresxd other matters has
been moved in the last century. Today we requessistency in dress,
homes, furnishings, and cars. We stress modergtioperations and hold-
ings, for it is scriptural. However, in this thesea wide margin from a cen-
tury ago. We would say that it is not change, votgh, for it does no vio-
lence to consistency or moderation, and it makesdtal effort more ef-
fective. It must be admitted, though, that in scaneas we have allowed
and accepted things that have not stimulated spirgrowth; rather, they
have caused retardation.

It will be important to note what those itemstbé past that were ac-
cepted after controversy and some degree of reloethave done to the
witness and to the fellowship and to the expanefahe Lord's work.

The assignments of the Church have been manyaamwdaching. If the
methods of communication, the methods of conveyaand the knowl-
edge of how to earn for our own bread and for ther @and to spread the
gospel had not been changed or improved upon,utieaxh of the Church
would not be what it is today. That which increa€dsistian witness and
makes the work of the Lord more efficient and effecshould be consid-
ered growth.

The Church is always going through painful timasd, hopefully, they

can be growing pains and not dying pains.
Reprinted from “The Messenger of Truth” Moundridg@&nsas.
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)

Fmmanuel

He came as an infant, so helpless and small;
But He was the Maker and Ruler of all.

He came with one purpose, to die for man’s sin,
That He our eternal redemption might win.

Long, long had the promise been given to men,
By prophets repeated again and again.

A Horn of salvation, a Dayspring of light;
A Day Star to dawn and to banish our night.

The bearer of pardon, salvation, and peace,
Of gladness, and joy, and the captive’s release.

Our Wonderful Counsellor, Teacher, and Friend,
Whose mercy and tenderness never shall end.

Emmanuel — God with us — never to die;
Our King who shall reign through the agasigh.

__Ada Wine.

(D From Eastern Mennonite Testimony December 198l. XI1X No. 12
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