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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 3 bushel,
But on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor's Desk.

“In every thing give thanks: for this is thelof God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18

In the last year or so there have been occasibese being thankful was
probably the furthest attitude from our thoughtsalyby reading the scrip-
tures, heeding the word of God, were we again brbtagrealise that being
thankful is not really an option. Consider just éomoment how Christ Je-
sus suffered physically and emotionally so thatcaeld be saved from an
eternity of suffering. The words expressed by th#har of this hymn can
and should be an echo of our expression of thamiSad. Perhaps upon
reflection you may be able to add your own “Thattk&od” for your own
particular experiences and blessings.

May the Lord bless your thanksgiving which horsoldim.

Jvan Loon.

Thanks to God for my Redeemer, Thanks for all Tthost provide!
Thanks for times now but a memory, Thanks for Jésusy side!
Thanks for pleasant, balmy springtime, Thanks fokénd stormy fall!
Thanks for tears by now forgotten, Thanks for peaitiein my soul!

Thanks for prayers that Thou hast answered, Thankstiat Thou dost
deny!

Thanks for storms that | have weathered, Thankalfdrhou dost supply!
Thanks for pain, and thanks for pleasure, Thanksdarfort in despair!
Thanks for grace that none can measure, Thankeyerdeyond compare!

Thanks for roses by the wayside, Thanks for thdnes stems contain!
Thanks for home and thanks for fireside, Thanksfipe, that sweet
refrain!
Thanks for joy and thanks for sorrow, Thanks fontias peace with
Thee!
Thanks for hope in the tomorrow, Thanks througlettnity!

August L. Storm, 1862-1914.
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MINISTER'S CORNER .

Anabaptist Distinctiveness
From a sermon by: Dale Horst, Blue Rock MennonherCh.

To lay a foundation for the message, | invitel yo turn to 1 Peter 2. In
this chapter the Christian is likened to four diéfiet things. First of all in
verse 2, the Christian is likened to a "newbornebalhs a new born babe
desires milk, so the Christian desires "the sineceil& of the word." Not
only so that he simply knows it and can answer tijes about it, but he
desires the sincere word that heay grow thereby."

Secondly, in verses 5-8, the Christian is léeo ‘lively stones”. The
picture that is drawn in verses 5 to 8 is that efane mason who is build-
ing a building of stone. He picks up a stone andeath away at it. Finally,
if he is not able to get it to fit, he will throw aside and pick up another
stone and start chiselling at that one. That isathg the Jewish elders and
the Pharisees related to Christ. When Christ céineeJews and the Phari-
sees could not get Him to "fit" their line of thdugTherefore, they chis-
elled away at Him and finally they cast Him asigeduse He did not seem
to fit. That is the way a lot of people are haveigirch today. Jesus does
not seem to fit with their program. Therefore, thieyow out the Gospel
and go on with their way of having church and le@eist out of the pic-
ture.

However, Jesus never was intended to be a sktatevas made to fit.
Instead Jesus was the Chief Cornerstone and ttta isord's doings. Eve-
ryone must be fit to the Lord if they will be a paf the Church.

In versell, the Christian is likened ‘tstrangers and pilgrims."As
strangers and pilgrims we are living the Christiain a world that is sin-
ful and hostile. That world is coming at us withrigas fronts. It comes at
us on economic, philosophical, medical, and teabgioal fronts. We
could go on with defining the various fronts tha¢ tvorld throws up to us.
While we are living here, we really do not belorgrdn We are strangers
and pilgrims. While we are living here, we need'dbstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul.” As Christiare mvust never be com-
fortable here because once we become comfortabde e lose our hope.
We lose our prospects, because our focus is too Toerefore we live as
strangers and pilgrims, and the world misunderstarsd Nevertheless, "in
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the day of visitation," (verse 12) wickedness Wil condemned, the right-
eous will be vindicated and God will be glorified.

In verse 25, the Christian is likened'sbeep going astray; but are now
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of [our] sduAs Christians, we
follow the Good Shepherd, obey His commands, andol@v His exam-
ple. We follow with great care because we "werelaep going astray,”
and are zealous lest we go astray again.

Where we have people who are so hungeringlaretihg for the Word,
are abstaining from fleshly lusts that war agathstsoul, and are zealous
in doing what is right lest they go astray, theeewtll have a peculiar peo-
ple. 1 would like to use as our text verse this miog 1 Peter 2:9-10But
ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthoodhaly nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Wwho hath called you
out of darkness into his marvellous light: (10) &hin time past were not
a people, but are now the people of God: which hadobtained mercy,
but now have obtained mercy.They are different — a people who are set
apart. They are not only a people who are differdnaly are a peculiar peo-
ple who are distinctive which means that theiredé#ht-ness is not merely
an oddity. Their different-ness is an identifyingacacteristic that marks
them where they belong. The Christian is not meselpdd person. He is a
Christian. He bears the marks of Christ. The diffiee that is seen in his
life marks him as a disciple — "a peculiar peoplealous of good works"
(Titus 2:14).

This message looks at Anabaptist distinctivenassl prepared for this
message, | recalled a conversation that | had avitten from another state
a number of years ago. He recognized that | reptedea religious group,
and so he asked the question, "What religious deraion do you repre-
sent?" Of course, my answer was, "The Mennonit€ben, he asked,
"Well, who are the Mennonites, are they like thehewans? Are they like
the Presbyterians? Are they like the Anglicans? \Wne you like?"
"Well," | said, "we are different from all of thefnThen his next question
obviously was, "But how?" This message is an etioiry to define what
it is that sets the Anabaptists (or the Mennonitagdy from all other de-
nominations that are classified under the nameafistian."

We have been blessed with an Anabaptist heritéengl tradition that we
do not want to lose. This is not merely because Anabaptist tradition
and history is historical, but because it is alsoifural. Therefore, we
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want to go back to the Swiss brethren of 1525 &wedDiutch Mennonites
of 1536 and discover what it was that set themtdpan the main flow of
Christianity of that time. We are going back totttiae because in that era
there was a dividing of ways amongst the broadetupe of Christianity.
There were several Christian denominations thag¢ gs over that time.
What is it that causes Anabaptism to stand apamn fthe rest of the de-
nominations of that era?

There might be some here who would object éadlea of looking at the
subject of Anabaptist distinctiveness and say wwatvould rather look at
Scriptural distinctiveness. | can respect that eomdecause we do not
look at the Anabaptists as a perfect model of dhlife. They were men.
Instead we go back to the Scriptures and lookeatehchings of Christ and
the work of the apostles in the Early Church arairtteachings in order to
discover a perfect model for what Christian livewgd church life ought to
be. Nevertheless, there is value in seeing howetishe past interpreted
and lived the Scriptures. It has been observedwhah a person separates
himself from his Anabaptist roots, it is not longftwe he is no longer
Scriptural. Therefore, we want to be historical. Weo want to be Scrip-
tural.

We observe that many who share roots with usth century Anabap-
tism have gone afield (elsewhere).While we couluklat the various di-
rections where they have gone, | would like to nyafocus our attention
on two of them. On the one hand there are thoseshkihoe with us Ana-
baptist roots who have gone afield in the directdiPietism with its em-
phasis on experience and testimony. The Pietistsnare concerned with
personal salvation than the outworking of salvatod the maintaining of
a pure Church. They emphasize the conversion expeziand give testi-
mony of how sinful they were, how they came torailike consciousness
of sin, how they had an exhaustive mental labouhiwithemselves and
finally came to a crisis conversion. Now they havglorious testimony of
peace in their hearts because they have been s@lhey.emphasize the
presence and work of the Holy Spirit in their livesd the proof that the
Spirit is present in their lives they would tellyes the spiritual sensation
that they sense within themselves. They testify HmSpirit leads them in
daily activities. They see church as a gatherimgtiver of redeemed ones
who have a parallel experience and therefore cargether in order to
share their parallel experiences in Christ. Thepeet the Spirit's presence
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and work in their lives as the ultimate authorttyis means that in the ex-
treme that respect even undermines the authoritgeoScriptures because
of the concept that because the Spirit of God dwelimy heart, | have the
entirety of truth right here. Therefore, therehs tliminishing of the Scrip-

tures.

The Anabaptists believed in the new birth. Albe Anabaptists believed
in the individual conscience, they believed in cuife, and they believed
in the Holy Spirit indwelling. What we have desetbstands afield from
Anabaptism.

On the other hand, there is a group of peopie share with us in 16th
century Anabaptism but who have swerved to the sidErotestantism.
The basic thought of Protestantism is that maramsl always will be, a
sinner and that living and life, is and will befadlure. "The Gospel is an
impossible demand." They emphasize that our onpjeha living is be-
cause Christ died for us. Therefore, "Believe anltbrd Jesus Christ, and
thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31), and we aretified by faith,” (Romans
3:28; 5:1; Galatians 3:24). Whereas Pietism's esipha focused on the
work of the Holy Spirit, the Protestant focus is work of Jesus Christ
who shed His blood for our atonement.

The Anabaptists believed in the sinfulness ahkind and they taught
justification by faith, but they also believed iraptical Christianity where
doing God's will was an unquestioned possibilitynadl as a necessity.
Therefore, what we have described as Protestardgtamds afield from
Anabaptism.

Now, having looked at Pietism and Protestantgenwant to look at
several areas where the Anabaptists are distinctive
1) The Anabaptists are distinctive in their view bé tScriptures. To the
Anabaptists, the Scriptures were the sole authaltitwas not only to be
believed, where we say "yes, it is true,” but theifures were to be
obeyed. It is true that the Protestant reformedssdiem to place a lot of
emphasis on the Scriptures. Luther translated thie Because he wanted
every German and every plow boy to be able to ridsed Scriptures.
Zwingli, when he was preaching in the church ofi@ur became con-
vinced that he must preach from the Bible. Thersfatarting with Mat-
thew and going verse by verse, he preached diréctig the Word. He
spoke against such things as hypocrisy, lazinedsness, and too much
eating and drinking. He insisted on repentance lame and faithfulness
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because he was preaching the Bible. Finally thowgten he was con-
fronted with the question, "When will you startitig out in church life and
in Christian life, what the Bible teaches?" He sdilfe will wait until the
State gives us approval to do so."

Therefore, what was the sole authority?

In contrast, for the Anabaptists the Scriptunese the sole authority.
They were most radical in viewing the Scriptureattivay. They placed
little emphasis on classical creeds. It is truecaeld look at the Dortrecht
Confession of Faith, we could look at the Schleith€onfession of Faith,
but those confessions of faith do not define a ltggoal system for the
Anabaptists. Rather, they define in clear pointhemf the questionable
issues that were addressed in the era which these written. Really, the
concept that the Anabaptists had, and the questlmtsthe Anabaptists
answered about what is holy, they needed to ansybaving such a con-
cept of the sole authority of the Scriptures.

If someone would ask the Anabaptists, "Whdtal/?" they would say
there is no such thing as an holy object. Therettwy put away the relics.
There is no such thing as a holy place. They puwtyatlve concept that if
you go to a certain place there you will be hollgey put away the concept
of a person being a holy person apart from the tlaat this person has
yielded himself to full obedience to Christ and Mi&rd. That is what
makes a holy person. Therefore, in order to be liody searched the
Scriptures to see what God's will was for theie$vand they lived that
way. On that basis they were able to call themsdiay brethren.

The Anabaptists were most radical in viewing 8ctriptures as the sole
authority. They did not content themselves withdiing in the Scriptures
comfort for fallen men. They took the Word in eety. They found the
comfort and the encouragement that were thereifmress but they also
found commands to go and live by. The Scripturegeghem a new life.
That life, though dangerous, was their only hogeer&fore, they searched
the Scriptures to know how to live and they livadttway. The Anabap-
tists were "doers of the word, and not hearers"qdigmes 1:22).

In looking at their view of the Scripturesstimportant for us to under-
stand that the Anabaptists took a Christ centreavvof the Scriptures
which means that they did not see the Bible adaa Bible." Rather, they
saw the Old Testament pointing forward to Chrisd #mey saw the teach-
ings of the New Testament in light of the GospdilafTis a Christ centred
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view of the Scriptures. They rejected, as God's dMor their day, any-
thing that did not agree with the life and teackiofj Jesus Christ, even if
it was in the Bible.

In contrast, the reformers looked at the Oldtament and they could
find reasons to justify why they martyred Chrisiaand why they mar-
tyred the Anabaptists. The Anabaptists could hameedhat too, but the
Anabaptists looked at all of the Scriptures in tighthe teachings and the
life of Christ. In doing so they read the Scriptutkat way. That is the way
they interpreted the Bible. If there was somethimat applied in the old
dispensation, where Christ said, "But, | say untw,Y they followed
Christ. That is a Christ centred view of the Senips. The Anabaptists
were distinctive in their acceptance of the autlyarf the Scriptures and in
their obedience to it.

2) The Anabaptists were distinctive in their viewGlirist. Everyone, re-
ligious or non religious needs to answer the qaastiWhat think ye of
Christ" (Matthew 22:42)? There are various answ#tgh people can give
to that question. One person can say, "Well, Ha psophet. He is God's
messenger. He is a moral teacher sent from Goge&r8on can also say,
"He is God and He must be worshipped.”

That is the emphasis that is behind a lot batithe Catholics do. The
Mass, the chanting, the sprinkling of holy watée kissing of the book,
the venerations, various ceremonies, the stainadsgiindows are all
largely an effort to bring worship to Christ. Thess, the crucifix and all,
are used in an effort to bring worship to Christ.

We could also say, "He is the Saviour. Thebsarer in whom we have
forgiveness and are justified." That is necessaryttie cleansing of past
sins. That is the answer the Protestants givedaqtiestion, "What think ye
of Christ?" They emphasize the greatness of owmasah, with its access
to God and fellowship with Christ, and look at $t the essence of Christi-
anity. They sing such songs as "Alleluia 'tis dankelieve on the Son. |
am saved by the blood of the crucified one.” Fenttthat is the essence of
Christian living. Justification by faith becomes great that holiness of
life, obedience to Christ, and transformation ibrist's image are all
minimized. "What think ye of Christ?"

The Anabaptist's view of Christ was that Heeverything. Christ is a
messenger. Hebrews 1:1-2 says, "God, who at suimdegs and in divers
manners spake in time past unto the fathers bytbghets, hath in these
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last days spoken unto us by His Son." They saw &Bnthe Saviour. Ro-
mans 5:1 says, "Therefore being justified by faitk,have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ." They saw Jesus essemger. They saw
Him as the Saviour, but they also saw Him as thegKihey believed that
His disciples must follow His example and must dwatvHe says. There-
fore, they believed that God's will for us is releekin the life and teach-
ings of Christ. The life and teachings of Christdn@e the base line against
which they evaluated all of their activities. Hifeland His teaching were
considered together. To focus on His example whalte opened the door
for the "What Would Jesus Do?" mentality where weto think now,
looking at Jesus' example, what would He do if Heenfacing life as | am
facing life?" The Anabaptists did not only lookHis example. The Ana-
baptists also looked as His teaching, and facedniit with the supposed
What Would Jesus Do? mentality but, "What has Jesnsmanded us?"
He is King. He is Lord. His life is our example.itrwe see God's will, but
through His teachings, we also know God's will, arcat Christ has com-
manded us, that is what we live by.

We could summarize the Anabaptist view of Chaistl say like Menno
Simons said, "Whoever boasts that he is a Chridfiensame must walk as
Christ walked." He is Lord. He is our Saviour. Heour Messenger. He is
"King of kings, and Lord of lords.” (1 Timothy 6:1Revelation 19:16)
They saw God's authority in Christ and gave theed in obedience to
Him. The result was that their lives were distinetiThey were Christians
following after Christ.

3) The Anabaptists had a distinctive view of the €tain. The Anabap-
tists accepted that no man was without sin. All kathed. All needed
Christ's atonement. Due to man's sinfulness andlasgness, they rejoiced
in the Gospel of Jesus Christ that brought salmatitowever, to them, a
Christian was more than one whose sins were fongiVee Christian was
one who followed Jesus in daily life. To them, savfaith and life went
hand in hand. To them faith and practice were iasdge. To profess a
new birth meant to live a new life. To claim clemgsmeant to lay off the
sins of the flesh and to "put on the new man, wihitter God is created in
righteousness and true holiness" (Ephesians 4T24he a disciple was to
do what the Master said. To take up the cross ntea¢ in conflict with
the world, and the world's ways, to "Fight the gdigtit of faith” (1 Timo-
thy 6:12), and to gladly take the buffeting frone tiorld.
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For the Anabaptists, Christian discipleship wasgay of living and it af-
fected every area of life. It affected their honfie, Ibusiness life, and their
social life. Although they believed in salvatiomdabgh Christ and justifi-
cation by faith, we do not find them speaking saccmabout that. Instead,
if we read Anabaptist writings, we will find thenpesaking mostly about
keeping the commandments of Christ and obediersmguse without obe-
dience there is no discipleship. That is a contiegttwe must keep alive if
we will keep alive Anabaptist concepts in our clin@s today. The Protes-
tants value their testimony of salvation. The Bistivalue their testimony
of the Spirit's leading. However, a person livingntary to the law of
Christ in not a disciple no matter how glorious tastimony of what God
has done for him may be.

The Anabaptists lived under the law of Christ. a result of that there
were times when they were accused of having a weiligion. People ac-
cused them of looking at the New Testament sintdarvhat the Old Tes-
tament law was. It is simply that it is a differamtty of describing the
Law. To bring yourself under the requirements & Mew Testament is to
bind yourself under Law like the Old Testament &aimere bound under
law. The Anabaptists replied that we believe innatoent through the
blood of Christ. There is nothing that we can dat twould make us holy
before God, except for the fact that Christ diedus.

Without His shed blood there is no forgivené¥e are forgiven. How-
ever, that forgiveness is not merely a cleaningfupur experience, where
God no longer sees our sins anymore. Rather, baniag up is that liber-
ating of our hearts so that we can live a life isacceptable before God.
The Protestants emphasized the atoning and thesotea The Anabaptists
emphasized, yes, there needs to be a cleansingfydret needs to be new
birth. There must be a change of heart within sb s we go out our lives
can be accepted of God. Perhaps we could saytibpessing the words of
Romans 12:1. After outlining the doctrine of sailwaf the apostle Paul
says, "l beseech you therefore, brethren, by thecieseof God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acabfe unto God, which is
your reasonable, service.” Presenting our bodieslspof our daily life.
How is it acceptable to God? It is acceptable tal Because Christ first
gave Himself so that our sacrifice could be acdapta

Therefore, it is not that we are pushing owmelinto the Kingdom of
heaven. The Anabaptists were sometimes accuseeirgj theaven storm-
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ers,"” which means they were trying to push theneselato God's favour.
No, that is not the way they looked at it. Theyked at it as God working
through Christ to provide a propitiation for thetmmake it acceptable and
possible for them to be accepted with God, accéptab God. "Trans-

formed by the renewing of your mind."

The question could be raised, "What did the amtists believe about
the Christian in sin?" Well, they did not believat a person could live in
sin and that grace would cover it. If they wouldvéabelieved that, it
would have spared them much suffering. They coalktcontinued in the
Roman Catholic church doing what they knew was grbat God would
take care of that and they would not have needeuffer at all. But God
forbid, instead they committed their necks to thersl so that they could
live in obedience to Christ's Word. They willingbyffered because they
knew that the grace of God did not overlook disatmce.

Neither did they believe in sinless perfectlmeyond the reach of sin.
Instead, they recognized that they "were as sheryy @stray; but are now
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of [theidlsso(l Peter 2:25).
They faced the responsibility to earnestly walk nlaerow way and to take
heed and to examine themselves, "lest any rootittEriress [spring] up
troubling them]," and any of them be defiled (Hetsel2:15).

The Anabaptists believe that the Christian helg to live godly in this
present world. First of all, the Christian had WWerd, and the Christian
had the Holy Spirit — Christ within, but also thaértian had the Church.
The Anabaptists believed that discipleship and @re@ to Christ and His
Word could only be realized in the context of @il gathered Church.

4) The Anabaptist distinctive view of the Churchislttrue that the Ana-
baptists gave an individual emphasis to Christieimd. The salvation of
our soul does have a personal meaning. Howevendwvidual's faith at-
tains meaning only in the context of a believingnoaunity. "A person,”
the Anabaptists said, "cannot be a Christian bysklii' That concept is
foreign to the individualism of our culture. Itli®ing threatened by the in-
dividualism of our culture, but Jesus' followers aot on their own. They
are not guided merely by the sincerity of theirsoeal motives. Rather,
the Christians take their cues from the Bible adiated by the community
of God's people, the Church. Here, he finds the bé&lothers to walk the
narrow way in the community of faith, under the disinip of Jesus Christ,
the threatened disciple discovers how he is to dind act. In the brother-
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hood he finds wisdom and helps to moderation, plisea and love to help
him as he endeavours to follow Christ in this Hestiorld.

The concept that one can only be a Christiathencommunity of be-
lievers, in the Church, is a distinctive Anabaptishcept. Protestants and
Catholics emphasize that church life is to help neebe saved. Anabap-
tists not only concerned themselves with helping teesalvation (though
that was a part of their work) they also concernmeanselves with keeping
one another in the fellowship of the saints anchauit blemish unto the
coming of the Lord. To the Anabaptists the chur@swot merely a place
where we come together to hear preaching. Theretbey did not call
their places of meeting a "church.” This was a mgabuse. Instead, the
Church was the people. They saw the Church as g bbbelievers en-
deavouring to grow in Christ likeness. The linkdoggween the members
in that body was not an incidental linkage thathappen to bump together
because we live close to each other and we wilshiprtogether on Sun-
day morning.

The Church was not an incidental coming togethither was the
church merely a free association of adults whogez®d a similar sinful-
ness, a similar salvation through faith, a simikeigious experience that
we have something in common. The Church was notlynearfree associa-
tion of adults who had a similar experience. Neitlvas it a mere social
curiosity, where here we all come together, weeajby agriculture, we all
enjoy working hard, we enjoy the principles of slenfrugality and so we
are all here on one level. It was not simply anott@mmunity within the
larger community doing something religious in aisliy different way.
That was not what the Church was. Instead the ®Ghweas the community
of those who deliberately resolved to follow Chasd to live out His will
here on the earth.

The church was where there were people whizeshthey were sheep
gone astray and needed to return to the Shephdr8iahop of their souls.
They knew that they not only needed to straightenaorelationship this
way [God to man] but they also had to straighteh auelationship this
way [man to man]. Until one has both relationshspaightened out, he is
not saved. Therefore, we cannot separate the coonfeme becoming a
Christian, and becoming a member of the Churchaumse one is not saved
until he has identified and has been added to thedh. The Lord adds to
the Church those that should be saved.
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This community was made up of those who resbteelive, in the pre-
sent, God's will for man. That made the ChurchthasAnabaptists under-
stood it, the Kingdom of God, where God reigns.sMias the holy city.

Here there was concord. Here there was holinésie they were "fol-
low[ing] peace with all men, and holiness, withatich no man shall see
the Lord" (Hebrews 12:14). This was the New Jemmmatome "down
from God out of heaven" (Revelation 21:2). This #laes place God had
chosen out of all the nations of the earth to pist ithme there. That was
their concept of the Church. This was a "choseregdion, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that [fleould shew forth the
praises of Him who hath called you out of darknie¢s His marvellous
light: (10) Which in time past were not a peoplet &re now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now haveiabt mercy" (1 Pe-
ter 2:9, 10). This was "the pillar and ground o thuth" (1 Timothy 3:15).
This was the lantern of righteousness "in the madst crooked and per-
verse nation, among whom [they shone] as lighteenworld" (Philippians
2:15). That was the Anabaptist's concept of ther€hu

With this distinctive concept of the Church #eabaptists emphasized
several things.

A) They emphasized voluntary membership. No one wasced to join
the Church. Anyone who was in the church who choseo longer be
united with them was free to leave. Of course, thesached the Gospel
and they called sinners out of the world and gawenimg. Nevertheless,
they believed that church life was a voluntaryitogbn. They taught that
entrance into the Kingdom called for repentancesawing faith. That was
the way in. "Enter in at the strait gate" (Luke 248, they preached. "Enter
in at the strait gate and that gate is so narraw ybu must hang all your
flesh on the gate posts." For the Anabaptistsriednt actually giving up
their bodies. There were very few of them that calmeugh with even
their bodies. That was their concept of the Chutshthe Church was a
group of people who had all left their flesh hamgon the gate post, and
here we do what Christ says. Here we live for GhHgre we live for each
other in living for Him. That was the Church.

B) They taught believer's baptism. When a persorebeti the Gospel
and repented he was baptized upon the confessibis daith. However,
that baptism was not seen as an ordinance for silegflesh, or washing
away sin, but was "the answer of a good conscitmward God" (1 Peter
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3:21). That baptism signified a change of life I tvirtue of Christ's

death. That baptism was not an individualistic tighhere a person knelt
down and he testified of his faith and then he bastized and now he had
a relationship with the Lord because he had beeptizesl. Baptism, to the

Anabaptists was not an individualistic right. Bapti meant that this per-
son not only was committing himself to Christ, bvds also committing

himself to the body of Christ. In baptism, he wasldring himself ready

to participate in dealing with sin in a new andenegbtive way.

He declared himself to be one with the bodyhwil of the binding and
loosing that the body performed in his life. To #eabaptists the binding
and the loosing of the body as it dealt with sirs\aa integral part of being
the body of Christ. He committed himself to subratChrist and His
Word and agreed to give and receive active helimg out the teachings
of Matthew 18, which was highly emphasized in Anzlsts writings.
Baptism to them was not divorced from Church meistuer

The emphasis of Pietism in our day is that cene be baptized and full
of the Holy Ghost and then he decides which chhehkvants to be a part
of. Not to the Anabaptists. For the Anabaptistgtisan and Church mem-
bership were never divorced. When one was baptieedas baptized into
the family of God. When he gave himself to Chris, gave himself to
Christ's Church. That was not a vague large bodyhere some place that
now he is a part of Christ's Church universal. Amabaptists saw them-
selves as baptized into the local congregationsanitted themselves to
the binding and the loosing of that local congregmatThat was their con-
cept of the life of the Church.

| would like to look at Acts 4:32. This is tA@abaptist's concept of the
Church and it is Scriptural. "And the multitudetbém that believed were
of one heart and of one soul: neither said anyhefmt that ought of the
things which he possessed was his own; but theyahddings common."
That one heart and one soul represent what the ajisbs believed. Here
we are baptized, one heart and one soul with tbplpef God.

C) They also emphasized the Lord's Supper. They ebdet as an ordi-
nance — a memorial act. The bread and cup were @ienbf Christ's
body in His death. By sharing it they were not dintpstifying of the fact
that | have taken Christ's broken body and His $iledd into my life and
it means something to me. The Anabaptist's conocE@ommunion was
that in sharing the Communion, we are confirming oneness with the
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body. "We are members one of another" (Ephesia2s)4Therefore, in

our Communion services there is the sense in whiechre grateful that He
died for me. We sing songs about that. Above allnnest maintain the

concept that our communion services are a timesdéstifying to one an-
other that we are members together of His flesls, ibtidy, and of His

bones. We are members together in that. They aigthasized oneness
under Christ. They were a body of members.

D) They emphasized Church government. As the Chuabbured to
keep sin on the outside, it required the need tstemdards according to
the Word and the working of the Holy Ghost. The Bayatists took this
concept that we must obey the local congregatiothe-binding and loos-
ing of the local congregation. There is only ongsmn why it is wrong for
us to obey and that is whenever what is asked &f unsdirect violation to
what the God of heaven asks of us. There were twhes the Anabaptists
found themselves in local congregations that bagago contrary to the
God of heaven. In that case the Word of God wasaoleauthority in their
lives. However, where there was not that conflickre was no question
but that to be one with the people of God meant thabey," and that
obedience is essential to my salvation.

Those four aspects of Christian faith set thebapdists apart.

Their view of the Scriptures.

Their view of Christ.

Their view of the Christian

Their view of the Church.

May we follow their examples as "a chosen gatham, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that yeukh shew forth the
praises of Him who hath called you out of darknie¢s His marvellous
light: (10) Which in time past were not a peoplet &re now the people of
God: which had not obtained mercy, but now haveiabt mercy" (1 Pe-
ter 2:9-10).

Used by permission from: The Pulpit Exchange.
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Family Worship - Article 2.
The Importance of Family Worship

Godly homes and families have produced a stemugety from the be-
ginning of time. The downfall of churches, socistiand nations can be
traced to the deterioration of the home. One manpgse of the family is
for spiritual instruction and training of childréor eternal salvation. "And
that from a child thou hast known the holy scripgyrwhich are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith whihni Christ Jesus” (2
Timothy 3:15). Therefore, family worship is necegsia building strong
homes and preparing young men and women for afliéervice to God.

Family worship is the united worship to Godddymembers of a given
household. God walked in the midst of the Garde&aén in the cool of
the day to commune with Adam and Eve. The Patrg&arehNoah, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob — built family altars unt ltbrd. "Thus did Job
continually" (Job 1:5). Joshua said, ". . . asrf@ and my house, we will
serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15), even if his homeldvde the only one.
Aquila and Priscilla had a church in their housikee Rnabaptists put great
value on family worship.

When family worship decays, worldliness coma® ithe church. The
church has promoted family worship in its best 8mk anyone reading
this is not practising family worship in their homgy all means begin at
once. “But if any provide not for his own, and esially for those of his
own house, he hath denied the faith, and is wdrse &n infidel" (1 Timo-
thy 5:8). Knowing that spiritual things are of ma@ue than the natural,
this verse applies to any father that is neglectimg duty. Every father is
charged with the responsibility to be the spiritleglder of his little flock
somewhat like a church leader is to a congregaiiba.call of family wor-
ship at an appointed time is a reminder to theoseriess of hurrying to the
day's business without God. If a family membereglacting his personal
devotions and private prayer, family worship camstate a spiritual de-
sire to get back on track. It is hard to "kick angaithe pricks" of hearing
our parents pray about our needs and shortcomings.

A family with no worship or cold, formal, hued worship is at a low
ebb spiritually. Where family worship is alive witeal, interest, and en-
thusiasm, every family member is blessed, and tisdrereased happiness
because each receives heavenly food.
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Family worship continually impresses upon ptsdheir need to bring
their children up in the nurture and admonitiorihe Lord.

Family worship continually impresses the miicé ehild "in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will not depamit" (Proverbs 22:6).

Family worship increases the intellect in Bikleowledge and wisdom
which is an asset naturally and spiritually.

Family worship promotes domestic harmony ana l@specially when
it is scheduled and regular. It sets an exampldéémg punctual in rising
time, meal times, and retiring time. Praying foeamother is one of the
best ways to increase mutual love.

An already established practice of family waosprovides some of the
most cherished times to draw a family close to @od each other in time
of household affliction or death. Otherwise, horaes not accustomed to
taking such deep hurts to the throne of God fopsugrom heaven.

A singing, praying family will have a sweeffluence on visitors and
neighbours Evangelistic zeal is better accepted.ifituence of household
worship to God will benefit the church tremendoudiyould be the great-
est single cause of a great awakening of the chuhen God blesses with
spiritual vitality every home represented in a giv@ngregation.

What might a nation reach in prosperity if mastits homes daily
praised God and prayed for His protection and bigssn the land? "Mine
eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, thatytmay dwell with me: he
that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve hRsa(m 101:6).

Family worship can rise no higher than theismt life of its members,
but it will protect and complement spiritual gronahd can check spiritual
decline.

It should consist of singing, reading the Serips, and prayer. It should
be made interesting to each age group. ChildrenldHze taught to pray
and participate in singing. Sing children’s songs whe toddlers. Pray for
God to enrich your family worship.

Worship in the home will help teach virtuesteomembers that will do
more for the prosperity of the home than any otiegle thing. Some of
these virtues are: More regard for others' wellpemore sense of respon-
sibility toward work needing to be done; more caledss for others' and
our own things; more patience in operating equigmemaking it last
longer; more integrity in business life — payingidand debts, etc.; more
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respect for authority — parents, church leaders; store appreciation for
past efforts of faithfulness; a continual sensdahg all for Jesus' sake.

"Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of gjerchildren, whose
mouth speaketh vanity, and their right hand isgatrhand of falsehood:
That our sons may be as plants grown up in theithydhat our daughters
may be as corner stones, polished after the siddiof a palace: That our
garners may be full, affording all manner of stdhat our sheep may bring
forth thousands and ten thousands in our stredtat dur oxen may be
strong to labour; that there be no breaking in, gmng out; that there be
no complaining in our streets. Happy is that peotplat is in such a case:
yea, happy is that people, whose God is the Ldpdaln 144:11-15).

—Elvin Z. Rohrer,“The Inspirational Informer”, October-November 189

*kkkkkk

SNAPSHOTS.

From: Menno Simons' Life and Writings.

Examples of Consecration to the Lord's Service
Yes, dear reader, the true Christian faith,n@sScripture requires, is so

living, active and powerful with all those who thigh the grace of the
Lord have rightly received it, that they, for thend and testimony of the
Lord, do not hesitate to forsake father and motisefe and children,
money and possessions, to suffer all scorn andradieg hardships and
dangers, and finally to have their poor weak bodibikh are so fearful of
suffering, burned at the stake, as may be frequesettn and observed in
the instances of so very many people and faithftiegses of Jesus, espe-
cially in these our Netherlands.

Alas! how many did | formerly know, and knowetbreater part of them
now, both men and women, young men and maidenslgwouGod that
they be increased, to His praise and to the salvaif all the world, to
many hundred thousand) who from the inmost of theuls seek Christ
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and His word and lead a pious, unblamable life éuetr in weakness) be-
fore God and all men; they are sincere and souxdatrine, unblamable, |
say, in their life, full of the fear and love of Gadhelpful to everyone, mer-
ciful, compassionate, humble, sober, chaste, ficiatery or seditious, but
quiet and peaceable, obedient to the governmeal ithings that are not
contrary to God; and yet, they have for a numbeyeairs seldom slept on
their own beds and do not now. For they are hatdtleoworld in such a
measure that they are persecuted without mercyayest, apprehended,
exiled and robbed of their property and life, Ilkighway men, thieves and
murderers. And this for no other reason than dmdy they out of true fear
of God, do not dare to have a part in the abomenabknal life nor the
cursed shameful idolatry of this blind world.

Inasmuch as it is found in fact and in truthttbur faithful brethren and
sisters in Christ Jesus, the beloved companiotiseitribulation and in the
kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:9%irsterely fear and love
the Lord, their God, that rather than knowingly amtfully speak a false
word [denying that they were baptized] or to agbduyritically contrary to
God's Word [keeping themselves against their caiovis outwardly in the
state church in order to shun persecution] ; thewlds give their good
name, reputation, as well as their money, gooddiespand everything of
which human nature may be desirous, as a preyetbltodthirsty; there-
fore we would leave it to the judgment of your Hiexecies and Honours,
whether they are such pernicious, evil people ks, ghey are called by
many, and generally adjudged.

| do not esteem my natural life to be bettantthe beloved men of God
did their lives. | can be deprived of nothing exctips perishable mortal
flesh which at some time must die and return td ¢esen if | should live
to the age of Methuselah). A hair shall not fatinfr my head without the
will of my heavenly Father. If | lose my life fone¢ sake of Christ and His
testimony, and on account of my sincere love tonaighbour (in whose
salvation | am interested) | know of a certaintgtth shall save it to life
eternal. Therefore | can not keep the truth to fiybat | must testify to it
and set it forth without hypocrisy in the true fedrGod, to my beloved
Lord

*kkkkkk
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Assurance of Salvation.

How tragic it would be if we went through lifeinking we were saved
and then woke up on Judgment Day to find out weeweistaken! But the
Bible teaches that this will be the case with maepple. Christ said,
"Many will say unto Me in that day, Lord, Lord, lawe not prophesied in
Thy name? and in Thy name have cast out devilsdmaiitly name done
many wonderful works? And then will | profess unibem, | never knew
you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity” (MatiZz-23).

However, we do not have to go through life withthe assurance of
salvation. In 1 John 5:13 the apostle says, "Th@sgs have | written unto
you...that ye may know that ye have eternal lifédw then can we have
this assurance? This is the most important quest®owill ever face in life
because our eternal destiny is at stake! The Bdaehes that those who
remain unsaved will spend eternity in a place apewial torment (Matt.
25:46; Rev. 14:9-11). The reason for this is beedbsir sin has not been
paid for, and God's perfect justice requires tratnpent be made for sin
(Rom. 6:23). Therefore, it is vital that we knove thnswer to this question.
This is why the Apostle Peter wrote, "...give déiige to make your calling
and election sure" (2 Pet. 1:10).

It is true that we must believe in Christ ider to become saved (Acts
16:31), but how can we be sure we have genuindigvagl in Him? Cer-
tainly we cannot rely upon our feelings since fegdi can be misleading.
Some might suggest we can be sure by acknowledentacts of the gos-
pel or saying the sinner's prayer. However, thdeBitdicates it is not pos-
sible to believe without being regenerated becéyseature we are spiri-
tually dead (Eph. 2:1 cf. 1 Cor. 2:14). This is w@krrist said, "Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of @otin 3:3). There-
fore, we cannot know we have truly believed unt kinow we are born
again.

But what does it mean to be born again? Isgbiee kind of emotional
experience? No, the Bible teaches that being bgamameans our life is
changed. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 we read, "Therefbrany man be in
Christ, he is a new creature; old things are paasey; behold, all things
are become new." The Bible also tells us what changll take place in
our life when we are born again.
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First, we will not continue to live in (i.e. bidually commit) sin: "We
know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not;Hruthat is begotten of
God keepeth himself..." (1 John 5:18 cf. 3:9). "Hselmall we that are dead
to sin live any longer therein?" (Rom. 6:2).

Second, we will seek to live a holy life by glvegy God's Word: "...ye
know that everyone that doeth righteousness is dbHim" (1 John 2:29).
"... whosoever doeth not righteousness is not ofl. Go(1 John 3:10).
"And hereby do we know that we know Him, if we kddj{s command-
ments” (1 John 2:3).

Third, we will love others, regardless of winey are or what they have
done: "... everyone that loveth is born of God, Endweth God. He that
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love" (1 dok7-8). "We know
that we have passed from death unto life, becaesiewve the brethren. He
that loveth not his brother abideth in death" (kr)8:14).

Fourth, our affections will not be upon thentis of the world: "If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is mothim"” (1 John 2:15).
"For they that are after the flesh do mind the gkinf the flesh; but they
that are after the Spirit the things of the SpiriBut ye are not in the flesh,
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of Gddell in you. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none af'"HRom. 8:5, 9).

While these things are never the cause of @wagon, they are the evi-
dence that we truly have been born again. If theyemot taken place in
our life, then it is vital that we earnestly seeasdGand implore Him to re-
generate us. He promises we will find Him if we lsé&m with all our
heart (Deut. 4:29), and the way to begin is by irgaélis Word. The Bible
says, "So then faith cometh by hearing, and hednnthe Word of God"
(Rom. 10:17).

*kkkkkk

Gaining Inspiration From Old Testament Worship (Part 2
Laying a Hand on the Sacrifice

The Israelites sacrificed countless animals. Bitde records both God's
instructions and the actual practice of these eesi

Just before the animal was slain, the one ngatkie offering would lay
his hand on its head. Often, Leviticus uses phrasels as "he shall lay his
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hand upon the head" of a sacrifice. Just whatdsstbnificance of this de-
tail? Do spiritual lessons exist for New Testansaihts to glean?

Isaac Watts noticed that parallels do indeast éxetween this feature of
the sacrifice ritual and our receiving of our Skoel In a much loved
hymn, he penned these words:

"My faith would lay her hand
On that dear head of Thine,
While, like a penitent, | stand,
And there confess my sin."

For Jesus to be our sacrifice for sin, oumhfaiust lay her hand on His
head. With the Old Testament saints, we see siogmfie and rich meaning
in this parallel. Laying a hand on the head of@iBee indicates a number
of actions.

Confessing sin.To lay a hand on the head of the sacrifice iotdess, "I
am guilty of sin; | need a sin bearer." If we reyé#nis to be too hard, all
that is left for us to do is stand empty-handed @mtlemned.

Accepting God's way.To lay a hand on the head of the sacrifice is to
say, "l accept God's plan for the clearing of aimg | accept this sacrifice
as God's provision for me." We realize God's blessis we reach out to
the Person that He provided.

Acknowledging our Sin-bearer To lay a hand on the head of the sacri-
fice gives recognition that Jesus bore "our sinBisnbody on the tree" (1
Peter 2:24). "He shall bear their iniquities” (8ab3:11). The sins of those
who are dying in sin was borne by the One who wasgdfor them.

Trusting the sacrifice. Laying a hand on the head of the sacrifice sdys, "
know whom | have believed, and am persuaded th# able to keep that
which | have committed unto him" (2 Timothy 1:1Zis action expresses
confidence in the plan, in the sacrifice, and ia #iility of God to bring it
all together.

Identifying with the sacrifice. Laying a hand on the head of the sacrifice
is saying, "I am crucified with Christ" (GalatiaB=20). Since our Sacrifice
was put to death for sin, we will now put sin tatkein our lives.

New Testament saints who have placed their hartiehead of the Sacri-
fice have another added dimension not availabl®ltbTestament saints.
We place our hand in Jesus' hand, and give oumlifE love to the One

who died for us.
Jonathan Erb. Used by permission from: “The Eastern Mennonitetifresy”
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"Exhort One Another Daily"

Sheldon Heatwole, Brashear, TX

Have you ever been in the midst of a deep slkeygmnd a brother ap-
proached you with the encouragement, "I am prajong/ou”? Have you
ever traveled far from home and been refreshedstnedgthened to there
meet brethren of like precious faith and share mions with them? That
is exhortation. Exhortation is words or actions thave the purpose of en-
couraging, strengthening, admonishing, warningzanforting. Anything
done to help another not lose his way from eartietmven is exhortation.
Why is it important to exhort one another? Exhaotais a command from
God. Consider the verse from which the title isstak'But exhort one an-
other daily, while it is called Today; lest anyyafu be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin" (Hebrews 3:13). God kiieat exhortation would
be important for mankind.

Exhortation is important because of the flegtopportunity to exhort.
Now is the day of opportunity; tomorrow may be tate.

Exhortation is important because of the degkifss of sin. Our adver-
sary is at work to camouflage sinful practices ameke them look right.
The daily routines of life can easily blind us torgeal needs so that we
become spiritually lax. With the progression of dimncreased laxness
leads to complacency, and sin is tolerated in imes] We need the exhor-
tation of others to help us avoid falling shoroof heavenly goal.

How is exhortation accomplished? Before we edmort others, we first
must be following the exhortation we are seekingit@. We may not real-
ize how many people observe us and receive encem@y to remain
steadfast. Living a victorious, consistent Christige is very important.
Exhortation is also a part of collective worshiph& we gather as fellow
believers and discuss the Scriptures, we receblessing. We should also
engage in encouraging discussions when we viséragies.

We will not be able to exhort others profitaligless we take time to
relate to them. Discussing the happenings of thekwgives opportunity to
share special challenges and provides opportuaitgmficouragement. Of-
ten a few spontaneous words of praise to God agraton of His good-
ness or protection can uplift those about us.

Exhortation is effective when the goal is toéi all involved and not
to vindicate ourselves. Exhortation should be giwgth the consideration
that we too face the same tendencies (Galatians Bntouraging one an-
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other in the Lord is possible only as we have & tave and a genuine
concern for the spiritual well-being of our brother

When exhortation includes expressing a contteanbrother, it must be
preceded with much prayer. If the Holy Spirit isoting our brother's need
to our attention, we must be in communion with Gate also need to be
familiar with the Scriptures to be convinced that concern is legitimate
and Scripturally based.

When is exhortation to be exercised? "Exhog another daily." The
command to exhort daily is a challenge to be alaity for opportunities.
One of the ways to exhort daily is to live a faithiife daily and so leave a
faithful example. Our greatest responsibility irheration is to encourage
our families.

"Exhort one another daily while it is calledl&y.” Today is the time to
exhort. How serious the tendency is to put off seaey action until a later
time! The devil has a way of making tomorrow logépeaaling for this
spiritual work, but for the procrastinator, tomawaever comes. The Holy
Spirit is faithful in bringing the special needsathers to our attention to-
day. Do not ignore the promptings to send thagtethake that phone call,
or breathe that prayer for a brother. We have poresbility to help our
brother; may we accept the challenge.

Who benefits when we exhort one another? Whengive a gift to
someone, we do not benefit from it ourselves. Thisot the case with the
gift of exhortation. When we exhort someone, w® atceive a blessing,
perhaps even the greater blessing.

The goal of exhortation is to help others makie heaven. Therefore,
any exhortation should have an uplifting effecttbam. As we keep our
brother's good in focus, we can be channels througbh God can ulti-

mately receive the honor of which He is worthy.
Reprinted with pesgion from “The Eastern Mennonite Testimony”
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Compiled & Edited by:
J.van Loon.
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