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From The Editor’s Desk.

Do we realise our daily, even our hourly anceied our continuous need
of God’s grace? Jesus said: “Without Me you canatbing.” John 15:5.

Do the realization and the feeling of this nesave us to fervent prayer
and eager searching of the Scriptures?

This issue starts a series of lessons focussirttpe power of God in the
lives of His followers. The first six titles cartlge wordpower, subsequent
lessons treat on the need of power, the availglofitpower or the effects
of power. The power that is spoken of here is gmater that comes only
from God not from ourselves or from the evil one.

We think of the apostles and other early Clarstias people of great
boldness and confidence. Yet they were men likéiagy times they must
have felt confused, weak, unworthy—in short, unablet they reached
for, and found, a power that produced mighty wadd acts that glorified
their Savior. Should we not experience the sameeptoday? Do we?

How often do we experience the exhilarationinflihng God's strength
lifting us to do some deed we know we could notehaecomplished on
our own? How often do we find that, in ways beyexglanation, He has
enabled us to resist a particularly strong temptatr supplied special
grace to overcome a dreadful trial?

Today thousands and perhaps millions of heaotsder if they can find
God as something beyond a concept or belief. Targiris, "Can | know
God in a way that gives me spiritual uplift ancesggth? Can | know Him
in a way that will make a real difference in myefif Will He give me
strength beyond my own to cope with self-destrecheabits, thoughts, and
desires?"

Can we look them in the eye and answer, "Yesgate He is doing it for
me"?

One thing | know, | cannot say Him nay;

One thing I do, | press towards my Lord;

My God, my glory here, from day to day,

And in the glory there my great Reward.
F. Brook.
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MINISTER'S CORNER .

Recognizing and Overcoming an Oversensitive Consaciee.
From a message by Brother Merle Ruth
Given at New England Valley Mennonite Church, October 2009.

| shall read several lines from an account thatyeBible reader is famil-
iar with:

“So when they continued asking him, he liftgdhimself, and said unto
them, He that is without sin among you, let hinstfitast a stone at her. [8]
And again he stooped down, and wrote on the gro@jdind they which
heard it, being convicted by their own conscierneent out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the I&$bhn 8:7-9)

And this was one of those occasions when themgquts of our Lord had
it all planned in one way or another, at the expesfghis woman, they ex-
pected to give our Lord a black mark and get Hito oheep trouble.

It is amazing though how easily our Lord defdatee purpose and how
did He do it? By the use of a simple question Hwitvated the conscience
of each of those men. That question brought intoa@ restraint that they
had not reckoned with, being convicted by their amenscience they went
out one by one.

We have depicted here in a very vivid way thasible power of an in-
valuable faculty. Unlike the animal you have in gspirit a faculty known
as the conscience. On this occasion | have beatdaskspeak about one
particular kind of conscience: The Oversensitiveagbience.

Before we prepare to look at the abnormal weulshgossibly re-
acquaint ourselves with the normal. | am first goio devote some time to
that.

Why was this faculty named the conscience? And tioes it operate?
Those who have studied the etymology of the telirus that the word
itself signifies a knowledge held in conjunctiontiwanother. In this case
the other person is God, it carries the idea of tm&ing a co-witness with
God in that process of either approving his ownoast or condemning
them. It has been observed that the term conscienta found in the Old
Testament, the thought however definitely is thard is usually expressed
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by the word heart, which in Bible terminology evitlg serves, at least on
some occasions, as a synonym for the conscience.

One instance of this is the time when David'arhemote him after he
had neatly cut off a piece of Saul's garmgnamuel 24:4)In a few in-
stances even the New Testament employs the terrhwkan clearly the
conscience is in view, but, in contrast to the Dé&stament the New Tes-
tament has numerous passages in which the actualcenscience does
appear in the English translations, but we dornttialy have a biblical
definition and so the best we can do is to defireterm on the basis of
how it is used, on that basis the context can Ifi@etkas: An inborn ca-
pacity for moral perception, an inward feeling irtipg one to act in ac-
cordance with his convictions, and inward monitwatturges one to do or
not do what he himself believes to be right or wgofhe conscience
speaks a uniform language you. This you ought tahds you ought not to
do.

Some definitions reflect the owner's persongleeience. One boy had
this to say about the conscience: "It is somethivad makes everybody
seem to be looking at you when they ain't."

Another home-made definition that reflects pesdoaexperience was
made by an Indian, he describes the conscienchesetterms: "Con-
science is a three cornered thing in my heart sketds still when | am
good, but when | am bad it turns around and thaessrhurt a lot, but if |
keep on doing wrong the corners wear of and iteloesirt any more."

Admittedly this illustration is rather crude rte must admit that he has
given to the world an apt description of how thesmence functions and
furthermore he laid his finger on a major causeirzkla malfunctioning
conscience.

That was an attempt to define conscience. We faund it to be man's
highest moral faculty, in the beginning God pronmait good although it
may have suffered some damage as a consequertee fedlt, it is still ba-
sically good and performs a good function. Whenéherquestion of right
and wrong arises the conscience steps forwardvi® it judgment and it
always passes judgment in favour of that whicheigelbed to be right. It is
therefore a strong force in helping a person tontaa right conduct, for
in every moral decision conscience sides with tde sn which God is
thought to be. Although it may be ignored and eefiand even seared, it
will never begin to take the side of that whickmwn to be wrong.
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| am moving now a bit closer to how it operates.

The unsuppressed conscience operates in a# tereses, past, present
and future. It goes in advance and cautions onmstga contemplated evil
deed. It operates in the present condemning tHedegd while it is being
committed and it operates also in regard to thé pageatedly impressing
the evildoer that he has done wrong.

Someone has made this observation: Consciences\aa a friend before
it punishes as a judge.

Its judgment however is not limited to particutdeeds, the whole of
one's life comes under its surveillance. That jsablwho smote upon his
breast saying: "God be merciful to me a sinner" wakecting the judg-
ment of his conscience.

The heaviest load that one ever carries is thi groduced by a con-
demning conscience. After his first crime one youngn confessed: "I
have felt sick ever since." It was this that drduelas to suicidéMatthew
27:5). In view of what has already been said it is obsitiat the con-
science should be viewed as a God given moral gbiges it a totally re-
liable guide? That is a very pertinent questiorg thrat must be addressed.

To take the position, that in every instance apgroval of one's con-
science guarantees the rightness of one's conbbastes one with this
problem: How then can you account for the differeaidings dictated by
conscience, the variations from person to persoo@ ¥an find people
whose actions are diametrically opposed and yst loeh claim the ap-
proval of their conscience.

A Hindu once said to a British administrator oue India: “Our con-
science tells us it is right to burn widows on ptyee of their husbands.”

“Yes”, replied the officer, “and our consciene#ig us it is right to hang
you are doing that.”

There is another contrast.

A devout catholic prays to the Virgin Mary besauf he would not his
conscience would smite him. On the other hand auteBaptist or Men-
nonite doesn't pray to the Virgin Mary for reallis lconscience would
smite him for doing so.

Another side of this problem appears when duang period of life the
same conscience approves but condemns in anothed @é life. A clear
example of this is Paul the Apostle, long after dosversion he gave this
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claim: | live in all good conscience unto this dalow could he make that
claim when a part of this life had been devotethepersecution of Chris-
tians? Paul's answer is recorded in Acts 26: llwéhniought with myself,
that | ought to do many things contrary to the narh@esus(Acts 26:9).
Evidently that early persecution had been engagedni all good con-
science. Jesus had warned his disciples that e ¢dbmeth that whoso-
ever kills you will think that he doeth God servi¢é&hn 16:2).

It must therefore be admitted that the cons@ewicthe individual may
approve what God would not approve. Is there atisoiuo this problem?
Is there an explanation that accounts for the mifeum witness of the
human conscience? When all the insights that cagaligered are put to-
gether we arrive at this conclusion: The conscienidkealways cast its
vote on the side of what is felt right by the indival, whether or not it ac-
tually is right depends on other factors such a®; jiou were taught, what
you learned and accepted.

Stating it another way the conscience operatethe basis of what the
individual has come to believe is right and goadt.&s we distinguish be-
tween the judge and the law by which he operatesesmust distinguish
between our conscience and the accepted standavtibly it hands down
its verdict. This highlights the importance of rilghbased beliefs, the ac-
curacy of the verdict of your conscience dependshenvalidity of your
beliefs, your conscience is reliable only as isugpplied with a standard
that corresponds with facts and truth. If you ameegaining a set of dis-
torted beliefs your conscience will not be altogetfeliable just as a watch
needs to be set of regularly by standard time @eioto be accurate so your
conscience needs to be set and regulated by galaddsvailable standards.

Perhaps a still better illustration would bettbiathe sundial. During day-
light hours and as long as the sun is shining timelial will show the cor-
rect reading of the time, but when the sun is hatisg or the light shines
upon it from a lantern or from the moon at nightvii not show accurate
time. So it is with your conscience, with the ligtitthe Word of God shin-
ing on it, you can generally rely upon it that wheis trained in ideals that
are not Christian it will not be an altogether sgifiéde.

We are now coming face-to-face with how tremerstipimportant it is
to acquire personal, moral convictions that areldBimsed and God ap-
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proved. Without those Bible-based convictions yoanscience will be
less than reliable. Furthermore the once propeaught person who repu-
diates his early beliefs with another set of bsliebrrowed from a Bible
rejecting society is going to end up with a maltio@ing conscience. That
is like throwing a monkey wrench into the mechanafrgour conscience.

Conscience controlled by a wrong standard isetiones called an erring
conscience. That however can be misleading, ther dgs not so much
with the conscience as with the standard thatitsen has supplied it with.
The remedy is not to act against your conscientéobeorrect the platform
on which it operates.

Again you may have heard the expression a dogilitonscience, but
really it is not the conscience that doubts, thebdas lodged in the mind.
What about this thing, is it right or wrong?

When one finds himself at a point of indecidi&e that rather than mov-
ing ahead prematurely you ought to stop, look astérl. There is an ob-
servation recorded iRomans 14:5which fits in well right here: "One
man esteemeth one day above another: another etteewery day alike.
Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind."

Until you arrive at that point, until you are lfubersuaded for or against
in your mind, your conscience has nothing stablevaok with and there-
fore cannot give you a clear signal.

Well hopefully this background will prove beraél as we now come to
the oversensitive conscience.

I'm of the opinion that this is an exceptiontie rule, that only a rela-
tively small percentage of people have this probse that it is confined
almost entirely to those who are religiously inelin The far more com-
mon problem would be what one would call the ursksitive con-
science, one that has been ignored so often thesitiost its sensitivity.
Although | may be wrong | find very little in theilBe on this subject of
the oversensitive conscience, instead of that lsecatitheir natural incli-
nations there is a loud call to maintain the sessjtof the conscience. As
a matter of principle Paul exercised himself toehalways a conscience
void of offence toward God and toward man.
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As a warning to us; Those who take an apostatese are described as
having seared their conscience with a hot iron.dxtxeless | do believe
that especially in Christian circles there are raré there individuals with
what we are calling an oversensitive conscienceddetly you have
among you here those who feel likewise, howevéhéncourse of my pre-
paration | came upon this claim: Many persons #&gyged by an oversen-
sitive conscience.

| seriously question whether it is as commornhas statement makes it
appear today. It is true however that for some [gedps for them very
convenient to rationalise, to justify their new csmiof travel by blaming
the former careful way of life on an oversensitoanscience from which
they are now supposedly liberated. A great dedhaf is being done and
that is nothing more than self-deception.

One therefore is proceeding on the assumptianviie are likely to have
among us here and there persons with this kindo$aence. As | already
indicated | find relatively little in the Bible otfis subject however ifirst
Corinthians &aul does speak of a weak conscience and I'meadgmion
that the conscience described there, under thet, lalould come into the
category of what we are calling the oversensitimescience.

In a few moments I'm going to be reading from ttlapter, first Corin-
thians 8, but first may | acquaint you with the e that is there in fo-
Cus.

Some of the Corinthian believers had grown smfly to the point
where they knew that idols were nothing but makerat of which men
had made them and they wrongly gloried in that Kedge. But there were
other Christian believers who in their past hadoptdy worshipped idols,
although they were now converted they had not géeg the existence of
idols out of their mind, consequently if they knogly ate meat that had
formerly been offered to idols they imagined thelwee worshipping idols
and after the pagan festivals such meat was alailaften available in
large quantities in the market places of Corintd aame turned up in the
homes of their friends. The former group, those vidmew that idols
amount to nothing were minded to go right ahead laung and eat such
meat, they felt perfectly free to do that and tgeyried in their knowledge
and the liberty it gave them. But their bold exaaspthreatened to per-
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suade those who still had a conscience againstiginore their conscience
and to go in and do likewise, knowing that the &tn ought to be con-
scientious, and that is a dangerous thing to gialdting one's conscience.

Paul in this chapter pleads with those who weaitking roughshod over
the conscience of the brethren, the climax of kea s recorded in the last
two verses of one Corinthians 8: "But when ye siragainst the brethren,
and wound their weak conscience, ye sin againssChYherefore, if meat
make my brother to offend, | will eat no flesh véhihe world standeth, lest
| make my brother to offendI’ Corinthians 8:12-13.

Now there in versel2 we come upon that expresileir weak con-
science". Obviously he has in view that elementhimn Corinthian church
whose conscience would not allow them to eat of wWiach to them was
contaminated meat. Now in one respect they drawaduriration, for con-
science sake they were willing to forego a converee they were endeav-
oring to be conscientious, seemingly they wereoties with a more tender
conscience. But in another respect they were tles o were still in first
grade spiritually, their conscience needed to bthén educated.

Possibly we could add to these further obseyaatithey were not only
scrupulous they were possibly over scrupulousy tb@nscience was not
only sensitive but possibly oversensitive. Nevddabg Paul, God’'s di-
vinely inspired servant, urged their brethren td geing so bold and to re-
spect the conscience of their brethren.

Turn with me now to Romans 14. Here in versdadl is writing about
the difference in opinion that existed with regardneet that had formerly
been labeled unclean by the Old Testament cereiriania
Romans 14:14°l know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus,thet is
nothing unclean of itself: but to him that estedmaaty thing to be unclean,
to him it is unclean.”

Better than some, Paul understood, that thenaamal law was no longer
in effect, however, | take from this verse thatifi¢elling his readers we
need to make allowance for those who don't shaoaiirunderstanding of
the transition that has occurred between the Glid\ew Covenants.

Let's drop now to the middle of verse 22: Happye that condemneth
not himself in that thing which he allowethomans 14:22.

-9-
é Graces And Gifts To Each Supply, Clothe Us With Thy Righteousness. B




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 7 NO 2 - FEBRUARY 2010 12

Whether or not it is correctly informed the coesce is to be heeded,
that is the uniform teaching of the New Testament.

Now my assignment is first of all to help mytdisers to recognize the
oversensitive conscience.

In my opinion we have already started down tioad. We have just
looked at two biblical snapshots that would falloirthat category. | am
now going to get more specific and enumerate thddéu marks that char-
acterize the person who is the possessor of this & conscience.

Generally those persons are somewhat tormentdeaos and anxieties.
Their typical thought patterns run like this: | afraid my performance
doesn't satisfy God. I'm afraid that in this ins&hwasn't altogether truth-
ful. And in that instance I'm afraid | may havet lgfe wrong impression.

Apologizing is good but such persons apologizeessively. They also
confess repeatedly and often it is little detdiattare mere trifles in the
eyes of other healthy Christians.

They may treat trifles as gross sins which ougHtde publicly confessed.
Such persons commonly have a restitution compley become almost
obsessed with making right supposed wrongs, thaycketheir past for
things to make right until they begin to distrus¢it own memory. Their
imperfect performance makes them feel self-condeimiiéey typically
have doubts about their acceptance by God and sghnthey can never
arrive at a place of peace and rest.

Putting it into a few words; unnecessarily trag frequently made to
feel guilty.

Finally if I have this problem what can | dodgercome it? Or if | my-
self don't have that what can | do to help the@erho does that?

| am inclined to believe that in many instancessciences of this kind
simply need schooling in the school of God, morposxire to truth and
more Holy Spirit directed teaching, time is als@ded to assimilate these
lessons and to get them established in the cortseien

Now if this observation is correct then perhagsshould begin using a
different label instead of calling it the "oversiiwg conscience” may be
we ought to call it the "poorly educated consciehce

| think we would agree that in order to haveoadjconscience we need
to maintain its sensitivity, along with that it mseto be properly formed,

-10 -

g Pour Out Thy Spirit From On High; O Lord Thy Servants Bless.




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 7 NO 2 - FEBRUARY 20 10 12

Bible taught and open to the correction of the ldiood. I'm also of the
opinion that what we are looking at is thankfulbften a temporary prob-
lem linked to or associated with that stage of iifevhich the conscience
becomes fully awake.

The moral awakening that occurs when a younggpearrives at the age
of accountability will often trigger problems ofishkind because the acti-
vating of the conscience is a part of that morakening.

There is also an intellectual and emotional dish@n to lead awakening
all of which makes that a very stormy period oé.liProblems of this kind
can easily arise because that young person isngetire call of God like
never before, hopefully he is responding to thédt ead overall he is able
to process and trying to get his moral bearingthersea of life.

| have personally known more than one instancerala severe con-
science problem gradually vanished as a young peasquired more all-
around maturity.

| have yet a list of what | am calling insightstthapefully can be helpful.
Insight number one.

One factor that sometimes contributes to thiblam is a mistaken con-
cept of God. It is easy to see how a warped conue@od could create a
conscience problem.

Suppose for example: That you envision Him dsal to please God
who designed life to be a drudgery filled experendow | agree that is a
warped concept of God but there maybe people Wwahdoncept, that God
is a hard to please person who designed life tarbeally slavery.

Well with that kind of supposition you would re@vhave dared to ever
have an enjoyable time for if you did you might @away feeling guilty.
The fact is God give us richly all things to enj@y Tim.2:16)not only
that, He allows you to have enjoyable times inltbed and not feel one bit
guilty about it.

Insight number two.

The problem we are looking at is probably thestm@mmon among new
Christians. They are at the point where they asea¥iering that they have-
n't got rid of temptation, instead of allowing thatdisturb them they need
to learn the difference between being tempted amdnaitting sin. Right-
fully the latter should produce guilt but the fomnleeing tempted, is not a
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thing about which to feel guilty. Until you learhat lesson you may be
plagued with unnecessary guilt.
Insight number three.

We need to realise that there is also a difieedmetween God and our
conscience. God is a person, a merciful, lovinggifang person. Your
conscience is not a person, it is a God implanteaitor that operates,
shall | say operates somewhat like a policemayouf confuse the two, if
you envision God as a policeman you may very waspgprdize your as-
surance of His accepting you.

Insight number four.

Why is it that such people are commonly plagwéd doubts concerning
their standing with God?

One of the major reasons is an inadequate knowledgbe basics on
which God accepts the penitent sinner. It is aakestto think that when
God decides whether or not to accept you He godsolay perfect or im-
perfect you are, to think that way is a mistaketéad of that He looks to
see if you have a faith that is relying up on trekyperformed by and per-
formed for you by the Lord Jesus.

Romans 5: 1"Therefore being justified by faith we have peatith
God." because we have a faith that is relying upenwork performed by
the Lord Jesus, that is the basis of your accepthnwever imperfect you
may be in Christ. You have been provided with dgmtrstanding before
God. There is therefore now no condemnation to tivdrich are in Christ
Jesus, who walk not according to the flesh but @tog to the spirit.
(Romans 8:1)

Well it was the recognition of this fact, thiads of our acceptance by
God, it is the recognition of that fact that mowad hymn writer to burst
out with praise: "Glory | am saved, My sins arepdrdoned, My guilt is
all gone." A good conscience can give you that lohdssurance and joy
as you understand the basis on which God accepts yo
Insight number five.

You may need to learn to cope with your temperatad make up. Some
people are temperamentally inclined to be hightyospective, along with
that often goes a perfectionist tendency. Suchoperare for ever looking
inward and lamenting the poor performance and rigedielf condemned.
Such persons need to stop relying upon themsehaguan their eyes to-
ward the light, the Lord Jesus, and make Him theablof the faith not
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self. Of whatever temperament you may be you nmagilhow to get rid
of your sensitivity by the way of repentance andfession and then come
out of those shadows and bask in the bright sunbgiGod’s forgiving
grace.

Insight number six.

In every properly taught person being untruthfil generate feelings of
guilt but when are we untruthful? Some individutdgk they are when
they aren't.

Suppose you write to a friend that your grarttdatis wanting to pay
your family a week-long visit. However as it turost circumstances re-
quired him to leave after being there only two dsgst did not materialize
like you said it would. Were you untruthful? Showylou feel guilty? Is it
really necessary to quickly write another letted anrrect the matter?

My opinion: No. Because you did not mean to decgour friend. That
change of circumstances was beyond your controlvatdave no ill ef-
fect upon your friend. There is also such a thisg@mmitting an innocent
mistake for which you need to neither apologiesfael guilty.

Insight number seven.

The Bible does teach restitution and in so fapassible we do need to
make wrongs right, especially when those wrongscafbther people. But
we need to beware lest we imbibe a wrong view sfittgion. Repeatedly
making restitution can be mistakenly turned intwaaks religion, a way of
getting rid of guilt, a way of earning the acceg&wof God. | say it can be
mistakenly turned into that, a works religion, aywed getting rid of guilt, a
way of earning the favour of God. But that won’'trhw@nd you need to
learn that, we cannot atone for our sins in that,wlave could we would
be our own saviour.

Insight number eight.
This is a fact we cannot ignore to overlook.

We have a personal adversary who has gainedusiateon for being an
accuser of the brethren. How did he gain that emr? | am assuming
that he got that by his many attempts to make #ets of God feel like
lost sinners, it seems as though he makes thapeisialty. The inexperi-
enced and unsuspecting saint who grinds underdtgsations of his con-
science and lives too much by his feelings mayadigtbecome a victim of
the delusions of Satan.
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Both the newborn saint and the long-time saggdto learn to act on
that graciously supplied promise: Resist the dawd he will flee from
you. The devil is still our enemy but he is nowededted enemy, thanks to
the victory of Christ.

Now by the way of conclusion.

There is no better way to educate your consei¢hen to become thor-
oughly acquainted with God and His Word. As yowngaie knowledge of
God's will, you liberate yourself from the bondagfagnorance and you'll
give your conscience a platform from which it cap@y you with unerr-
ing guidance.

Along with that | would like to emphasize thisybu have somehow ac-
quired a hard to live with conscience blending ithva Christian brother-
hood will give you the benefit of a teaching minysthat God can use to
re-educate your conscience without destroyingeitssivity.

May God help us both as individuals and as amto rightly draw the
line between the sensitive and the oversensitive.

A THOUROUGH WORK

God is thorough in all His working—He does nedive His purposes un-
finished. God's view is from eternity to eternitye inhabits eternity (Isa.
57:15), where all is perfection. Only those who m&de perfect in Christ
shall dwell in eternity with God. The grace of Galy does a thorough
work of preparing one for that eternal dwelling.

Jesus said, "Be ye therefore perfect, even as kather which is in
heaven is perfect" (Matt. 5:48). Christ also insted a certain young man,
"If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou tig#latt. 19:21). Our Lord
insisted on a thorough work concerning dealing thénflesh.

To be "justified freely by his grace through tfe@lemption that is in
Christ Jesus" (Rom. 3:24) is to come into a stamavith God in which
one is just as though he had not sinned. Whatratigt work of grace!

John the Baptist clearly prophesied the mannewrhich Christ would
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work. Speaking of Him, John said, "Whose fan isig hand, and he will
throughly [thoroughly] purge his floor, and gatles wheat into the gar-
ner; but he will burn up the chaff with unquencleafite” (Matt. 3:12). As
the Lord calls men from a life of sin to a life mfhteousness, He surely
does a thorough work.

Sanctification is the continuing work of God®ace in the Christian's
heart and life. The Holy Spirit continues the thayb work began upon be-
ing justified. This sanctification is a must if theliever is to maintain his
justified standing with the Father. Like justificat, sanctification is by the
grace of God from the cross and requires the iddalis cooperation and
submission. The apostle Paul, again and againfgoirt the believer's re-
sponsibility in this area. He says that they shquid off concerning the
former conversation the old man ... And ... putl@new man, which after
God is created in righteousness and true holin@sgh. 4:22-24). God
needs man's thorough cooperation and compliancprépare him for
heaven's perfection.

Due to the weakness of the flesh, we tend tp stwrt of thoroughly
dealing with our self-life (Matt. 26:41). Thereadesson for us in the early
history of God's people. When the children of Iknaere to conquer Ca-
naan, God instructed them to do a thorough jobrivirdy out the native
inhabitants. God said through Moses, "And whenlibe thy God shall
deliver them before thee; thou shalt smite therd, atiterly destroy them;
thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shewcynento them" (Dent.
7:2). Here is a crucial point.

As the sinner heeds God's call to repentancesajudtified, he enlists in
the Lord's host. The battle to possess the truemBenl Land lies ahead.
Under the Captain's leadership, the command iotéogh and fight the
enemy and "make no covenant with them."

Joshua and the people took Jericho and eventdallwhich were no
small victories. "And when the inhabitants of Gibdweard what Joshua
had done unto Jericho and Ai, They did work wililyand said unto him,
and to the men of Israel, We be come from a fantyunow therefore
make yea league with us" (Josh. 9:3-6). Many newlabrildren of God
have experienced something very similar.

After Satan's initial defeat when one is boraiaghrough the power of
the blood of Christ, Satan makes another apprdaah’,wilily." His sug-
gestion is that the Christian should relax in hgilance and warfare and
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settle for what he or she has gained. "Now theeefoake a league with
us" was the Gibeonites suggestion to Joshua. $tsilliSatan's pitch to us
today. Those "inhabitants" desiring a league taday be remaining spir-
its, attitudes, and areas of carnality that shdadlealt with by continuing
in sanctification. God would do a thorough work.

It is noteworthy that time and again in Israbistory, when faced by an
enemy, God was consulted as to whether they sHgoaldip" against the
foe. The Christian should be careful to ask thellsocounsel regarding his
life and not lean to his own understanding or compamself with another
one's standard. Under this type of reasoning, sti@ble to the deception
to which Joshua fell prey. "And the men took ofithectuals, and asked
not counsel at the mouth of the Lord. And Joshudenzeace with them,
and make league with them, to let them live... Sfd09:14, 15).”"Woe to
the rebellious children, saith the Lord, that takensel, but not of me; and
that cover with a covering, but not of my spirtiat they may add sin to
sin” (Isa. 30:1).

What could be the cause when one lacks persmmadiction regarding
matters pertaining to Christian living? God does$ pi@ss everyone into
the same mold and opinion, but this does not meainHe tolerates carnal-
ity. If one finds himself a little on the fringe$ the general concern among
God's people, it may be that he has made a leagheawcarnal spirit.
When that happens, the warfare ceases on thatydartipoint. A relaxa-
tion in the warfare against self brings about aater'peace."”

But there may be an even broader effect thatteadly influences one's
general view of self-denial and cross bearing. Tgesson becomes in-
dependent and fails to seek counsel of the Londially there may well
have been a certain direction through the conseieas appears to have
been the case with Joshua. "And the men of Isi@dl unto the Hivites,
Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how shall wkenaaleague with
you?" (Josh. 9:7). The question, "What's wrong wfh is generally man-
consciously orientated and therefore not an hangsiry of God's will. If
one persists in this approach, the grace of s&atin will be frustrated.
"For who hath despised the day of small things®cfZ 4:10). "Take us
the foxes, the little foxes, that spoil the vinés: our vines have tender
grapes" (Song of Sol. 2:15). Let Christians bewease they come to terms
and finally accept as tolerable disobedience itelibmissions and com-
missions. Joshua and the men of Israel thought Wstors came from so
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far away that they were hardly of any consequemberefore they were
willing to make a league with them.

God will do a thorough work in any person if hesbe is willing to be
just as thorough. The Lord will not be able to makeus the person we
should be if we excuse ourselves by saying, "Thadisthe way | am." Are
we willing to disannul those leagues that have brade? This is certainly
not pleasant for the flesh, for it means that them warfare will begin
anew. But victory is promised to the faithful. Brother G.K.

IS THE ROAD CLEAR?
Is the road clear between Heaven and me?
Or is there trash in the road and weeds by théside
Little doubts and fears, things | couldn't let Pest
Do | stumble over offense, or give it my best?
Is the road clear—no stones of despair
Or detours to take, no clouds in the air?
Am | watching for clutter? | must keep my road free
Free from all pride, worry, and jealousy.
If the road is clear, my steps sure may be,
For someday | will reach the land of my dreams.
A sister inthe Lord.

THE OBLIGATION OF THE FAITHFUL TO ONE ANOTHER

By all indications, we are in the closing daygsime. Hopefully this is
not viewed as being negative about life. True Gians enjoy life, but they
take comfort in Jesus' words, "And when these thinggin to come to
pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; forryamdemption draweth
nigh" (Luke 21:28).
Almost everything seems to be fluid these days.

The gospel of salvation, of course, stays theesamevery age. We be-
lieve in an unchanging gospel despite changinggirBait the Holy Spirit
-17 -
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does adjust the focus of the Christians' attertboeddress changing condi-
tions. The "need of the hour" does not go unnotiédedcircumstances and
developments in the world and among the peoplecaf €hange, the atten-
tion of the faithful is arrested by the presentchee

Against that backdrop, we want to consider tbégation the faithful
have toward one another. This may strike some reaebeing different.
But the thought is that expressed in Malachi 3"T6en they that feared
the Lord spake often one to another” That was a thmat tested the faith of
the faithful, and they needed to strengthen on¢hano

The disciples of Jesus are not isolationist®ifTlove reaches out to the
needs of others all over the world. Corning claséddme, they are bur-
dened for the weak ones in Zion and the prodigaley endeavor to
strengthen the weak and draw the wandering one® hbiot minimizing
these areas of obligation at all, the need of eragpng the faithful also
should not be overlooked. They are subject to linffeand doubt, espe-
cially when Satan insinuates that their stand islated. The pressures of
our day are such that the faithful must strengtham another.

The writer to the Hebrews states the need wiglsays we should con-
tinue "exhorting one another: and so much the masegje see the day ap-
proaching” (Heb. 10:25).

A "circle the wagons" attitude is generally vexvas self-protective and
negative. As such, it is hardly befitting of truarStians. Nevertheless, the
courage of the faithful should not be taken fomged. Was David being
negative when he asked, "If the foundations berogstl, what can the
righteous do" (Ps. 11:3)? His words may includettimight that the true,
sincere children of Israel the strength of thearegishould not allow their
courage to be undermined.

There is a foundation of conviction in the chuthat steadies the build-
ing. The strength and vitality of the church arerfd in those with concern,
vision, and zeal for the "faith which was once d&led unto the saints”
(Jude 3). They carry a fond hope, a vision, of ¢harch gaining higher
ground.

The persistent undertow of the world, thouglgivgng rise to spirits that
guestion and contest that vision. Too many areabtg to identify with a
concern about worldliness and a longing for moretapl life. This indi-
cates that they have little conviction relatingthe faith of our fathers.
What can the righteous do? Certainly they can fway genuine revival
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and instruct those with shallow conviction. Buttjas importantly, they
should exhort one another to be faithful and nselthe hope and vision of
restoration.

The unity and oneness of the church of God iciple of the faith
(John 17:11, 22; Eph. 4:4-6). That principle reddte preserving the Pente-
costal unity of the church as compared to the ithed the many varied
churches are all parts of the church of God. Bihiwithe church, we must
also hold dear the teaching of being one in praabicgospel principles.
The apostle Paul says that we should "stand fasihe spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gosp@hil. 1:27). This oneness
is being tested today.

There is a unity that can be attained througfitiah and compromise.
But it is not the "unity of the Spirit" (Eph. 4:3Jhe unity of the Spirit will
be found only on gospel grounds. Walking in Jestegis, self-denial, and
separation from the world are part of this groufide faithful should en-
courage one another to be steadfast and unmovalthesoground.

The faithful also need to exhort one anothesanoctify their spirits, lest
evil be spoken of the way of the cross. The enehilgefaith surely is de-
lighted when one tries to "set things straight"hwibe force of his own
spirit. "For the wrath of man worketh not the rightisness of God" (James
1:20). "Not by might, nor by power, but by my spisaith the Lord of
hosts" (Zech. 4:6). Concerned brothers and sisteesl to be faithful to
each other and not spare the flesh when it wanttetp” in the Lord's
work. The need of the hour is too great to missie.

The faithful must be patient and understandihghe weak. Paul says
those "that are strong ought to bear the infirmité the weak" (Rom.
15:1). He also says the faithful should relate ttees "with all lowliness
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing onetlaer in love" (Eph.
4:2).

For the faithful to exhort and admonish one haoto keep a right spirit
is like helping sharpen the sword of the Spirit E:17). The faithful
must know that the battle will not be won with dldword. Aquila and
Priscilla helped the mighty Apollos by expoundinghim "the way of God
more perfectly" (Acts 18:26).

Perhaps the courage of the ministry is the rnadgtn for granted. This
may be true even among themselves. This should@&a. The ministry
has an obligation to encourage one another tot'flghgood fight of faith"
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(2 Tim. 6:12). It is said that the elders of a bygaime occasionally
checked on the spiritual progress of younger nemsstThey encouraged
them to press ahead faithfully. Many servants efltbrd today can testify
how they have been lifted when another spoke wof@smcouragement or
instruction to them.

It is especially meaningful when faithful layoltiners and sisters exhort
their minister or deacon to not lay down the statda

We are in the last great spiritual battle of #ges. We need one another
like the martyrs of the sixteenth century, who nalljuexhorted each other
as they were led to execution. Even family memloeged their doomed
loved ones to be faithful and not recant. Soldiarsnortal combat are
melded into a fighting unit by the buddy systemaiTis for a very earthly
victory. How much nobler the cause of righteoush&be battle demands
we succor one another by mutual, sincere suppattemcouragement (2
Sam. 21:17).

We have an outstanding pattern in 1 Corinthig43, ". . . ye know the
house of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits ahéia, and that they have
addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints."”

POWER PROMISED.

But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run, and not be weary; and they
shall walk, and not faint. Isaiah 40:31.

God's power is infinite. Our minds end wherenity begins because we
can only comprehend what can be measured, andtlees® measurements
are relative. God's power is not measurable. Itd@abeginning and no
end. It is neither new nor old. Of God's power naghis ever lost. This
power creates matter from nothing, forgives sinnehsnges lives, loves
the unlovable, heals, and restores. This is theep@nomised to believers
today. Why do we doubt when so much is promiseasto times of diffi-
culty? "Let us hold fast the profession of ourHaitithout wavering; (for
he is faithful that promised)" (Hebrews 10:23). fa@igh faith also Sara
herself received strength to conceive seed, anddshgered of a child
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when she was past age, because she judged hirfulfaitho had prom-
ised" (Hebrews 11:11).

Luke 24:45-53: Then opened he their understandhmag, they might un-
derstand the scripture®And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it
behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dbadhird day*7’And that
repentance and remission of sins should be preanhed name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalef¥And ye are witnesses of these things.
49And, behold, | send the promise of my Father upou: yout tarry ye in
the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with pofngan on high.

50And he led them out as far as to Bethany, andftesllup his hands, and
blessed thenflAnd it came to pass, while he blessed them, hepaesd
from them, and carried up into heaveEtind they worshipped him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great j&/And were continually in the temple,
praising and blessing God. Amen.

Acts 1:4-11: And, being assembled together withmtheommanded them
that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but feaithe promise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of ¥er John truly baptized with
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghast many days hence.
5When they therefore were come together, they askain, saying, Lord,
wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdomigmel?7And he said
unto them, It is not for you to know the times log seasons, which the Fa-
ther hath put in his own poweiBut ye shall receive power, after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be wgassunto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, @iocthe uttermost part of
the earth®And when he had spoken these things, while thewldethe
was taken up; and a cloud received him out of tsigint.20And while they
looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up,ldetwo men stood by
them in white apparel!Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, whictkéntap from you into
heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye havelseego into heaven.

There is so much depth and truth embodied irSitrgptures that some-
times our earthy minds cannot grasp the full mean@hrist, who can do
all things, reached into the hearts and minds af disciples and opened
their understanding to the things which had bedttemrabout His suffer-
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ing and resurrection. They began to understand thewdifferent parts of
God's plan of salvation fit together. Two partstleé plan, the crucifixion
and resurrection, had been fulfilled. After Jesesurrection, people had to
change their thinking and serve Him as the Sonaif.Gesus told the dis-
ciples that their mission was to preach repentamcealling people to turn
from their own selfish ways to Christ, and remissaj sins, or God's gra-
cious offer of forgiveness to all who would belieVéis message was to
be preached in His name beginning in Jerusalemenbesus died; from
there it would spread out into the entire world tAt:8). Jesus confirmed
to His disciples the Father's promise that the powsfethe Holy Ghost
would be poured out upon them.

Christ's declaration that the Spirit was abaubé given evidently trig-
gered concern among the disciples about the estiatdint of the kingdom.
Connecting the coming of the Spirit and the conwhghe kingdom was
consistent with Old Testament thought (Isa.32:1526ch.12:8-10). The
popular expectation was that Christ would estabéishearthly kingdom
immediately. The words at this time expressed #geeanticipation of the
apostles for this kingdom. Jesus did not correst disciples’ views con-
cerning the restoration of the kingdom to Isradltold them that the tim-
ing was in the Father's hands.

Jesus gently turned the disciples' attentioinédr duty to carry His mes-
sage throughout the world. The power they weresteive would enable
them to tell others about Him regardless of thesegnences. Their task
was not to convince others but to testify of thettrof the gospel.

Jesus led His disciples just outside Jerusadeih there He blessed them.
While He blessed them, He was taken up and caimtecheaven. The dis-
ciples’ sorrow over Jesus' death had been totaMersed. Now they
awaited the promise of God with joy.

In the debate of how the world began, today'ddvielittles God. Much
is being taught of evolution. Many educators sat thtelligent design is
not scientific and attempt to exclude the creadooount from school cur-
riculums. But no matter how hard the prince of thiwld may push this
agenda, it does not change the truth. Truth walhdtforever, and it needs
no defense. The Bible clearly teaches that aligthivere created by the in-
finite power of God. Life, with all its complexise has its beginnings with
God. Those who study the intricacies of life maratlthe withess of a
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power beyond happenstance—a witness of intelligesign. The believer
stands in awe of such power.

Even as God's power was not limited in crediifiegit has no limitations
in changing lives. The sinner who becomes conviaédis sins and
reaches out to God will experience the power tdaraesformed. His de-
sires are no longer for self but for the will of €&dPeople marvel at the
changes and say, "Is this the same person?" Nocararof his own will
change himself, this only comes by divine power.

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts" Isai&tB5This verse reminds
us of our limitations and of God's greatness. Tad&yble scholars and
theologians are trying to understand God's etetmhs through study,
reason, and logic. Christians are sometimes tentptadderstand Scrip-
ture at less than face value. All that we know al®ad has come from
Him. He has given us His eternal Word and then egexur understanding
SO0 we can in part comprehend His might and majesty.

The promise, "But ye shall receive power" (Ati8), was given not only
to the disciples before Jesus ascended but alalb ttmose who experience
the new birth. At conversion the Holy Spirit entdre heart of the believer,
bringing God's power into his life. This power elegthim to overcome sin
and live a godly life. It helps him to become afeetive witness of the
gospel, to suffer wrongfully, and to be taken adage of with joy for Je-
sus' sake. Each day this power must be renewedisGuzhored as we ac-
knowledge our weakness and ask Him for strengthhi®rday. We should
not expect an abundance of power that would bewiifttus up, but just
enough for the need of the moment. "And he said um¢, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfat weakness. Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmés, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me. Therefore | take pleasur@firmities, in re-
proaches, in necessities, in persecutions, inedisés for Christ's sake: for
when | am weak, then am | strong" (2 Cor. 12:9-10).

There are many misconceptions of the evidencthefpower of God.
The disciples who walked daily with Jesus misunbexd His teachings
about the kingdom. They thought of an earthly komgdthat would free
them from Roman rule and perhaps provide a pla¢t®obdr for them. We,
too, at times presume upon the power of God becalisgsunderstand-
ings. One person thinks that God's power will eedbin to make all the
right decisions. Someone else may think he carelé&aad and the church
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and yet rely on God's power to keep him from ha@thers hope for
power to achieve great things and become famouselPis not given to
honour man but to glorify God. He does not show pbsver strictly for

display. There will always be needs that man'stglihnnot meet. When
we are weak, God strengthens us.

Can a Christian ever truthfully say, | did nawk the strength to stand"?
With God's promise of power, should a Christianagpebout how weak he
is?

May we realize daily our weaknesses and reacth&promise of power.

New Creatures

At times with sudden glory,
He speaks, and all is done;
Without one stroke of battle
The victory is won,
While we, with joy beholding,
Can scarce believe it true
That even our kingly Jesus
Can form such hearts anew.
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