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From The Editor’'s Desk

NEW YEAR—WHAT IS NEW?

Does the year 2009 have any worthwhile signiee®2 The Church pro-
gram is not dependent on the turn of the year.

It is doubtful that God's calendar has any cohae with the world's cal-
endar. In due time and in the fullness of time, Gedt His Son to save His
people from their sins, but it was not on Januamy the year 1. Even the
wild speculations of the few dates set for Christtsirn to earth have not
been at the end or at the beginning of the year.

Nevertheless, man attaches many things to thegthg of years, and of-
ten it is meaningful.

What is new about this New Year that is reallgamngful to life? Is
there new faith, new hope, or new possibilitiestfa well-being of man?
"Watchman, what of the night? ... The morning cdmand also the night"
(Isaiah 21:11-12). Is 2009 a morning, or is it ght? Mornings give prom-
ise, hope, and opportunity. To the sick whose nigtg been doubtful, the
morning brings assurance of another day. Those avbgperplexed with
problems often feel that, after sleeping overig tmorning will have direc-
tion. "Who is she that looketh forth as the mornifagy as the moon, clear
as the sun, and terrible as an army with banné&ig of Solomon 6:10).
What intelligent man looks into the New Year asousmtmorning?

From the creation on, God has never been owbwith with His crea-
tures; He has spoken to them, provided for therd,raassured them of a
blessed state in the end, providing they would abey/follow Him.

At the closing of an era, God used His servaalaghi (the last prophet)
to bring a final message to His people, Israelldvohg this, there was to
be a four hundred-year silence, and then God wspddk again, bringing
in a new era—the gospel age.

When Malachi delivered God's message, the rhghiss had already
fallen upon the people. However, the concludingestants were exciting
as they made reference to a new day, a Sun of &ighhess arising with
healing in His wings. The message is again offeltisgjf very meaningful
and is capping it with the hope of a morning, ddraday, it does not men-
tion 2009 or any particular year.

The message begins with "The burden of the vebrthe Lord." Jesus
spoke about this burden: "How often | would havéhgeed you ... but ye
would not." This burden was again shown when Gakepo the churches
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of Asia through John the Revelator. And throughgéeerations since, this
burden has become more intense.

Through this prophet, God stated to His own dBacdescendants) that
He had loved Jacob above Esau (His own today atbwes in the world),
making them more responsible as well as more at¢able In turn, they
were not offering to Him their best, but pollutecéd, and were bringing
that which was torn, lame, and sick. "Should | atd¢bkis of your hand? ...
cursed be the deceiver."

No one questions whether our blessings merihgito the Lord, but do
we give the first and best or the inferior andl#est? God said, because of
this, "...I will curse your blessings ...” (Malacki2). That which has more
than filled the storehouses shall turn and devawr. yfo have a blessing
withdrawn is one thing, and to have it cursed igeqanother. "Therefore
have | also made you contemptible [despised by amehdisgraced] ... "
(Malachi 2:9). In chapter 2, verses 10-15, He speddout adultery and di-
vorce, which is again at an all-time high and whiglmaking itself felt in
the church more and more. In verse 16, He saysake heed to your
spirit."

In that day Israel called God their Father bidt mbt honor Him. They
called Him Master but did not fear Him (Malachi L:Blultitudes call God
"Father" but have never become His children. Tlae & God is also wan-
ing. Disrespect for man and God is very evident.

Malachi must have been thrilled to look beyohi$ ark four hundred
years and be able to proclaim, "Behold, | will semglmessenger [John the
Baptist].... and the Lord [Messiah], whom ye sestgll suddenly come..."
(Malachi 3:1). The message spoke of a "fullerspsoaf a "refiner and pu-
rifier of silver,” and of "judgment,” counselingetm to "return unto me"
(Malachi 3:7).

Regardless of the dark night and the silenagetivere those who feared
the Lord and who spake often one to another, aad.¢ind hearkened and
heard it (Malachi 3:10). God is very conscioushattremnant—in Noah's
day, at Malachi's time, and at the present timen{&os 11:5). "And they
shall be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, ... | wpare them, as a man spareth
his own son that serveth him" (Malachi 3:17).

This new era, this new age, and this morningoi in its closing hour.
The message has been so true, but who really bslietoday? Homes are
divided, children against parents. Christendomvgldd. The Bible is dis-
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believed more and more. More and more Christiaagacoming indiffer-
ent and even disloyal to their former vows. Seliets is dominating more
and more lives, with the love of money being thdiwgoof life.

What is the good word for 2009? Not only are ¢ékenomic, the moral,
the social, and the spiritual fiber under stram, the very structures are in
guestion. Nothing is stationary long enough for ¢emesstablish himself.
Religious philosophers, who are far out in lefidien biblical doctrines,
show increased concern of the signs of the tintes,demonic forces at
work among Christian believers, subtracting andiragido the Word of
God, and organizations in outright defiance to God His Word. The
great thrust is deception in any of its many fornesther ditch, just so it is
off the way. Not every dramatic utterance, spedtacicene, or state of an
overmastering feeling or a state of ecstasy isaf.@eware of such.

World governments are now speaking of a newavorlof a utopia, but
the Word of God has the message of the age: "Arehwimese things begin
to come to pass, then look up, and lift up yourdseéor your redemption
draweth nigh” (Luke 21:28).

The answer to the dilemma is not found in hagpgiar heads and trying
to find a writing in the sand; it is found in lifig up our heads and looking
up. Let this be the key word from henceforth forevere and especially in
whatever time the Lord is allowing before His rettw claim His own.

ooooaad
MINISTER'S CORNER .

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST:

A BIBLE STUDY GUIDE

"Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living Godupon this rock | will
build my church; and the gates of hell shall navail against it" (Mat-
thew 16:16-18).

"We believe in one true, united, organized, visitheirch of God, which
constitutes the true believers, which is the pidad ground of the Truth,
and which is called to be a light unto the peopl@hn 17; 1 Corinthians
12; Ephesians 4; 5:23; 1 Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 2:22; Revelation 2; 3
Why a Church?

1. When God created man, He made him a socialuree#itat needs the
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company of other people for normal development lzaqgpiness. Men and
women need the association, help, and sympaththef®to grow in body,
mind, and character.

2. The hunger for human companionship is, therefoivinely implanted
instinct, a God-given hunger within man for hishegt good. "For none of
us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to hims@om. 14:7).

3. Since man is also a religious being, God arrarige a divine society
wherein His redeemed children live and grow spaitliu

What Is the Church?

1. The Church is the community of those who ar¢ednin God by a com-
mon faith. Because they are united with Christythave many things in
common: joys, hopes, aspirations, problems, and.aim

2. The Church is the new and spiritual Israel. Abr@nd his descendants
became the nation of Israel, the people of Gohen@Ild Testament. The
Church is the spiritual Israel of the New Testam@ite is a called-out
people, trained to worship the one true God; saé theough them, the
knowledge of the true God and the practice of tnaship would be
brought to all peoples of the earth.

3. The Church, God's people, are no longer a naitiited by ties of blood,
but they are united by the bond of faith in Chrigtey are not separated
from the general society of men by geographicalnbdanes but by moral
and spiritual boundaries. Members of the ChurcBod live as sojourners
in the world.

4. She is a community of believers. From Pentetwostbelievers grew
steadily in numbers. They kept closely togethethay shared in the com-
mon enjoyment of their newly-found faith. They alslbared materially
with each other in their joy and fellowship as thvegrshipped their risen
and glorified Savior.

5. The Church is not of human origin; she was distadd by Christ. He
controls this divine society and has determined dwerstitution and by-
laws. She is His Church.

6. The kingdom of heaven is not the same as thenargd, visible Church
of God. Repentant sinners are born into the kingdmaptized and become
members of the Church.

7. The Church is both an organism and an orgapnizafAs an organism,
she exists as one united body with all memberstiomag mutually as the
Head (Christ) directs. As an organization, heraasioffices and gifts co-
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operate for their services to be the most effecBldivine directions, this
organization has her officials and rules of oraerthree reasons:

(a) that members may be of mutual service to on¢han.

(b) that members may be fortified against the epfithis world.

(c) that members might unite their resources ttebetarry out the Great
Commission, the work Jesus entrusted to them.

The Church

1. Cannot be compared to a democracy (a governmbate supreme
power is held by the people).

2. Cannot be compared to a theocracy (a governienfficials consid-
ered divinely inspired).

3. Cannot be compared to an autocracy (a governbyeahe person hav-
ing unlimited power).

4. The true Church is like a monarchy, which iscaegnment where one
person rules with absolute sovereignty. She isvemguonent having a chief
of state with life tenure. It is important to remaen that the monarch is not
some pope, bishop, presbytery, council, committe@ference, or board
but is none less than God Himself.

It should also be remembered that

(a) No human was consulted when the Law was given.

(b) There was no referendum of the gospel of Ckubimitted to the apos-
tolic church for its approval, revision, or rejexcti

(c) There is a fearful penalty attached to anyréffo modify, add to, or
take away any part, however large or small, oMted of God.

(d) Reverently, we stand in awe in the presenc&a, recognizing that
the gospel was conceived in the mind of the IréiGiod, and therefore it is
perfect wisdom and love.

(e) Two things must be avoided: liberalism and lisga Liberalism takes
very little concern of the conduct and beliefstsfmembers. On the other
hand, legalism emphasizes, with exactness, thel stegils in its mem-
bers' lives, which in effect usurps the work of Hhay Spirit.

The Work of the Church

1. The Church provides the right atmosphere for dbeverted soul to
grow in Christian character and experience. TheitSpf God works
through the testimony of people and their influeapen each other.

2. The Church is to be an example and pattern lyf lhang, demonstrat-
ing the practical application of the Word in ddife.
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3. The mission of the Church is to carry the gospéthe entire world.

4. The Church is in the world to do Christ's workboinging men and
women to Him.

lllustrations of a Working Church

1. It is said that in a properly built bridge, tload is distributed evenly
over the entire structure. Bridges have collapsesljlting in loss of lives,
because of structural failure to distribute thedlexenly. Does the Church
of today suffer from such an uneven strain? Thig mppen when some
shirk responsibility, which is then thrown upon smne who is already
overburdened.

2. The illustration of the Church as the body ofi€thbrings out the deep
and sincere sympathy that should exist betweemaenbers. In a natural
body, if one member is injured, the whole body$gein and distress. So
in the body of Christ, the Church, there is a clegmpathy between the
members. Thus they share their joys and experiendeowship.

3. The apostle Paul uses another illustration asldseribes the church.
Christ is again called the "head" of the Church,®aul thinks of Him here
as her leader, guide, or supporter (Eph. 5:23-88).a husband should
love, support, and care for his wife, so does Choge and care for the
Church. He gave His life for her; He is purifyingdacleansing His church
so that He may have a pure and beautiful Church,tbat shall be spot-
less, undefiled, pure, and without any blemish. Thairch, the body of
people who are saved by faith in His atoning blaedhe Lord's highest
care and concern.

The Working Church

1. "And he gave some, apostles; and some, propaetssome, evangel-
ists; and some, pastors and teachers; For thechagef the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body Christ" (Ephesians
4:11-12).

2. "Now ye are the body of Christ, and membersartigular. And God
hath set some in the church, first apostles, serdpdorophets; thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healhelps, governments, di-
versities of tongues” (1 Corinthians 12:27-28).

3. In Ephesians 4:11-13, Paul sets forth the resammorganization in the
Church:

(a) perfecting of saints

(b) work of the ministry
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(c) edifying of the body

(d) unity of the entire body

4. Wherever people live or work closely togetheainy way, there is sure
to be some organized way to carry out their compumpose. The work to
be done has to be distributed among the membeltefociety or organi-
zation according to the ability of each one. Chrsstthe Head of the
Church. He does all the planning of the work of @leurch. He sets the
goals to be reached. From Him, through the Scrgtand the Holy Spirit,
are given the instructions to each member in otdexchieve His desired
goal. After Christ returned to the Father, the H8yirit guided the disci-

ples in their activities and directed them in wizatlo.

5. The ordinances Christ gave to the Church helgep her in proper
working condition, both as individuals and as demttive body. They were
conceived in divine wisdom, instituted by divindlaarity. Every Christian

should keep them with deep appreciation.

6. The Church is not a sailing vessel made to caey and women from
earth to heaven. She is, rather, a company ofssamted into a body for
carrying out the great work of God which Jesus hega

The Church and the World

1. When Jesus referred to the "world," He meanthallforces that are ar-
rayed against God and His kingdom. People who dolowe and serve
God are of the world.

2. Jesus taught His disciples that they should &xppposition from the

world. This is because Christ was hated and petsedwy the world.

3. To become a member of God's Church means tleaseparates himself
from the sin and vices of the world.

4. The Church, being separated from the world,uigjext to misunder-

standing, hatred, and ridicule. This has been ity of the true church
since its beginning and will continue as long afaithfully reproves the

world of sin and error.

5. Persecution and opposition from Satan's kingdiwa,world, has not
greatly hindered the true Church. What has hindéredestimony of the
Church has been false teachers, false doctringpeaadice, and insincere
brethren professing to be Christians who remainsttle the Church.

6. Christians are required to submit to the govemnin all civil matters.

They are to suffer instead of denouncing or beiag pf any attempt to
overthrow the government that persecutes them {(14B-19).
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When a Church Fails

|. The church at Galatia: unsteady, unstable, tarkissurance. The people
of Galatia had received the gospel with a readpaese. Soon someone
came among them, teaching that to really be sawedrhust keep the Law
of Moses also. Because they lacked stability, theke easily swayed and
began to take up that false teaching. To be trugao the church must be
mature and stable in order not to be pushed fromfdwendation by un-
scriptural teaching (Galatians 1:1-5).

2. The church at Ephesus: a church lacking lovey anty years after the
church was planted at Ephesus, this startling ngessas received from
Heaven, "You have left your first love." This chiardad many commend-
able works, toil, and endurance, but an inner déealydestroyed their love
for God. Likewise today, a church member may bthfal in attendance
and perform the tasks he is asked to do but ndt avperfect love or with
his whole heart.

3. Pergamos: a church of lax moral life. The chuatiPergamos was lo-
cated amid very evil surroundings, "where Sataeéd s." These evil sur-
roundings had an influence on the life of the churembers. This church
failed to keep itself clean from the impurity amdnnorality that prevailed
around them. It allowed or tolerated those memldrs did not hold the
true faith (Revelation 2:12-17).

4. Sardis: a spiritually dead church. This chureld departed far from the
ideal set for the church of Christ. It had no s$pai power and, though still
existing and performing as a church, was as goodeasl and useless
(Revelation 3:1-6).

5. Laodicea: a lukewarm and worldly church. Anotheurch in affluent
and prosperous surroundings, yet they receivednib& serious message
of the seven churches. The weakness of the churtlaicea was her
lack of spiritual fervor, resulting in lukewarmnessspiritual things. Af-
fluence often brings with it a feeling of independe, self-sufficiency,
self-satisfaction, and worldliness. It is alwaysigrous for a church to be
satisfied with herself.

How the True Church May Be Known

The true Church of God is built according to thétgra of God's Word.
Menno Simons briefly notes six signs whereby thee tchurch of Jesus
Christ can be identified:

1. The salutary (beneficial or promoting healthyl amadulterated doctrine
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of His Holy and Divine Word (in other words, whete Word of God is
preached and taught in all its purity).

2. The Scriptural use of the ordinances of Chnatnely, baptism and the
Lord's Holy Supper (communion).

3. Obedience to the Holy Word.

4. Sincere and unfeigned love to one's neighbor.

5. Where the name, will, Word, and ordinance ofi€thare confidently
confessed in the face of all cruelty, tyranny, titmiire, sword, and vio-
lence of the world and sustained unto the end.

6. This sign is the pressing cross of Christ, whgchorne for the sake of
His testimony and the Word. This very cross is eedadicator of the
Church of Christ, as can be seen by the exampléesifs, the apostles,
prophets, and many other true Christians.

In Conclusion

The Rock upon which Christ built His Church kagt her safe through
every kind of oppression. She gladly spilled heroll when led as a lamb
to the slaughter. Her love and devotion is to thied Word, Jesus Christ,
whom she follows faithfully wherever He leads. Hagice can still be
heard, along with the Spirit's voice, saying, "Cdme

She is quickening her steps as she sees theaappof the Bridegroom,
who will soon return to receive her to be with Hionever. "And the Spirit
and the bride [the true Church] say, Come. Andhiet that heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst say, Come ...\Hech testifieth these
things saith, Surely | come quickly”" (Revelation?220).

goodn
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AN ENCOURAGEMENT FOR OUR SISTERS IN THE LORD.

I. THERE WERE MANY NOTABLE WOMEN GOD USED IN THE
BIBLE.

Eve - the mother of all mankind - Genesis 3:6

Miriam - the co-leader and prophetess - Number$-22Micah 6:4
Deborah - the patriotic judge and prophetess - daidgt
Ruth - the woman of constancy - Ruth 1:16

Hannah - the ideal mother - 1 Samuel 1:20 - 12:19
Abigall - the capable woman - 1 Samuel 25:3, 18-19
The Shunammite - the hospitable woman - 2 Kingsl4:8
Esther - the self sacrificing woman - Esther 4:16

The Canaanite - the woman of faith - Matthew 15:28
Mary Magdalene - the transformed woman - Mark %4
Elizabeth - the humble woman - Luke 1:43

Mary - the woman chosen of God - Luke 1:30-38

Mary of Bethany - the woman immortalized by ChriMatthew 26:13;
Luké 10:42

Martha - the worried housekeeper - Luke 10:40
The Woman at the well - John 4:29

Dorcas - the benevolent seamstress - Acts 9:36
Lydia - the business woman - Acts 16:14,15

Priscilla - co-laborers of Paul and discipler ofoflps - Acts 18:26; Ro-
mans 16:3

Phoebe - a special messenger and servant of thehchRomans 16:1-2

-11 -
g Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 1 - JANUARY 2009 12

IIl. WOMEN PORTRAYED SOME SPECIAL DISTINCTIONS IN
THE NEW TESTAMENT.

Women were the last ones at the cross - Mark 15:47
Women were the first ones at the tomb - John 20:1

Women were the first to proclaim the resurrectidmatthew 28:8
A woman was the first witness to the Jews - Lul3¥ & 38
Women participated in the first prayer meeting tsAt: 14

A woman was the first European convert - Acts 16:14

A woman laboured with Paul and discipled Apollosngjside her husband
- Acts 18:18-26

Women contended in the gospel ministry alongsidé PRhilippians 4:3

Ill. GOD USED SPECIAL WOMEN TO DELIVER INSIGHTFUL
MESSAGES TO HIS PEOPLE.

Miriam - Exodus 15:20

Deborah - Judges 4:4

Huldah - 2 Kings 22:14; 2 Chronicles 34:12
Ana - Luke 2:36

IV. GOD WANTS TO USE WOMEN IN SPECIAL WAYS TO HIS
GLORY.

Their skills are used to provide for His work - Exs 35:25

Their compassion and provision ministers to ther pdtroverbs 31:20
Their small sacrifices are greatly esteemed by Gagke 21:2-4
Their kindness teaches respect - Proverbs 11:16

Their noble character is an honour to a husbardverbs 12:4

Their wisdom builds a strong home - Proverbs 14:1

Their modesty and decency bring honour to God iiothy 2:9-10
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Their example of self-control and ministry of deiship produces godli-
ness in younger women - Titus 2:3-5

Their submission, purity, and reverence wins aretiebing husband. - 1
Peter 3:1-2

The preceding compilation, "The Worth of Womenddapted from the Thomp-
son Chain Study Bible — Courtesy of wayoflife.org.

gooon

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications.

ANABAPTIST MENNONITE VIEWS OF THE CHURCH.

Anabaptists worked out their doctrine of the church in thentigf ancient
tradition and a thorough study and applicationhef $criptures. Hubmaier,
Sattler, Schiemer, Rothmann, Stadler, Simons, dntip® had all been
priests in the church of Rome. Hubmaier and Rothmiaad also been
Protestant clerics, Roman Christianity had longiaeed the validity of the
Volkskirche, The peoples church JyLthat is, that with the exception of
heretics and Jews everyone in Europe belongedipvirtue of baptism.

Anabaptism broke completely with this pattern after initiahaertainty.
By 1527 the vision in Switzerland was clear. Tharch was now identi-
fied as the gathered congregation of believers nawe voluntarily entered
it by baptism upon confession of faith. Only thes@ be members who are
obedient to Christ. Love is the chief mark of tHeurch. That love ex-
presses itself, according to the Hutterite Stadtercomplete self-denial,
meaning especially the surrender of all privatepprty. It is a community
of mutual aid in which nothing is held back fronosle in need. Peter
Riedeman contributes seeing the church being aramh a dark place, a
beacon to light the way to those in the darkneghisfworld.
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Anabaptism transferred what in Catholicism were sacerdotalgys, i.e.
the priest only concept, to the whole Christiangregation (i.e. the priest-
hood of believers See 1 Peter 2:9

Of interest is Dirk Philips' description of tikburch which he identified
as the whole divine community of angels and redeeimemanity in
heaven and on earth as. This was a traditionaldBativay of denoting the
church's borders. He also said that the true chigrab be found wherever
the Word is preached truthfully and where the saer#s are administered
according to the Word, which is the classic Pratgsdefinition of the
church. But he adds to these theabaptist emphasis on the visibility of
the church. It is seen because its members livémlikes of obedience to
Christ. Also we have Bernhard Rothmann’s view o thurch which
largely varied not from the rest @fhabaptism. Although he professed
some Anabaptist doctrines he was a participanbeénviolent Minster re-
bellion and should not be considered as an AnattagtiMennonite.

BALTHASAR HUBMAIER,
"Twelve Articles,"”AD1526-1527,

| also believe and confess the existence ohtilg, universal Christian
church. That is, a community of saints, a brothechof many pious and
believing men, who with one accord acknowledge @od, one Lord, one
faith and one baptism. They are called togethguleded and ruled here
on earth through the only and living Word of Godislchurch is beautiful,
without spot, unerring, pure, without wrinkle, uaiylable.

You are her head and bridegroom; you will be kg even to the end of
the world. 0 my God, let me and all Christian menfcund in this church
at last. May we be one with her in faith and doeriand hold all that you
have commanded us in your Word, and root up all stea have not
planted. May we not be led astray by any humanntiee, opinion, teach-
ing of the Fathers or popes, councils or universjtnor ancient usages, nor
be brought into error by them. But where a man moll heed the threefold
fraternal admonition, nor desist from his sinseliéve in my heart that the
church has the power to exclude such a one, aneygrd him as a publi-
can and a heathen.
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BERNHARD ROTHMANN,
"Confession of Faith,” caAD1533

Rothmann believed the church to be a congregatfoonly baptized
believers. In hisConfessiorhe wrote, "The church of Christ is a gathering
of the believing children of God who praise the eaoh God. No one else
belongs in it...The Scriptures richly testify tHatth comes from hearing
the Word and that the holy church be built onlytludse who believe. It
cannot be denied that the true proclamation ofhiblg gospel started the
holy church...The second thing through which thé leurch is built is
holy baptism. Baptism is the entry and gateway he holy church;
therefore according to God's order no one may logvad into the church
except through baptism. That is the common usapaism.

Therefore the first thing which all people aratle one in particular who
are to be brought into the knowledge of God andhiblg church of God
must encounter, is the preaching and the hearirtgeotlivine Word. It is
the source of faith. Christ is the foundation onialihthe holy church is
erected and built. This foundation must be laicbbethe church is built on
it; it must be laid through the proclamation andness of the gospel. The
true witnessing to Christ and the preaching ofgbspel is the first means
by which the church is prepared. The church iseyath erected and built
of those who believe. They will be led into unitgdasanctification as
Christ prayed—John 17—and be preserved by the Fatfide Scriptures
richly testify that faith comes from hearing the MYaand that the holy
church be built only of those who believe. It cainbe denied that the true
proclamation of the holy gospel started the holyrch.

MENNO SIMONS,
"The New Birth,"”AD1537

These are the holy Christian church which haspttomise; the true chil-
dren of God, brothers and sisters of Christ. Fey tare born with him of
one Father, they are the new Eve, the pure chaste. @hey are flesh of
Christ's flesh and bone of his bone, the spirihalse of Israel, the spiri-
tual city Jerusalem, the spiritual temple and MaZian, the spiritual ark
of the Lord in which is hidden the true bread o&Ven, Christ Jesus and
his blessed Word, the green, blossoming rod ol faihd the spiritual ta-
bles of stone with the commandments of the Lordtemion them. They
are the spiritual seed of Abraham, children of pinemise, in covenant
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with God and partakers of the heavenly blessing.

They are the children of peace who have beatan siwrds into plow-
shares and their spears into pruning hooks, and/ kmar no more. They
give to Caesar the things that are Caesar's a@btbthe things that are
God's.

Their sword is the sword of the Spirit, which yhsield in a good con-
science through the Holy Ghost.

Their marriage is that of one man and one womaanoprding to God's
own ordinance.

Their kingdom is the kingdom of grace, here ipd@nd after this in
eternal life.

Their citizenship is in heaven, and they useltiveer creations such as
eating, drinking, clothing, and shelter, with thagiking and to the neces-
sary support of their own lives, and to the freevise of their neighbor,
according to the Word of the Lord.

Their doctrine is the unadulterated Word of Giedtified through Moses
and the prophets, through Christ and the aposifes) which they build
their faith, which saves our souls. Everything tlsatontrary thereto, they
consider accursed.

Their baptism they administer to the believingading to the com-
mandment of the Lord, in the doctrines and usafjdseampostles.

Their Lord's Supper they celebrate as a memofitde favors and death
of their Lord, and an incitement to brotherly love.

Their ban or excommunication descends on alptbad scorners—great
and small, rich and poor, without any respect epes, who once passed
under the Word but have now fallen back, thosed\wr teaching offen-
sively in the house of the Lord—until they repent.

Their fight and struggle is against the devilyMpand flesh all their
days, pressing on toward the prize of the highrgathat they may obtain
it. So they prove by their actions that they bediéve Word of the Lord,
that they know and possess Christ in power, theat #ne born of God and
have Him as their Father.

MENNO SIMONS
"Reply to Gellius Faber,” AD1554

With this | will terminate the doctrine of théwrches, and conclude this
subject with the following questions and answerbjctv | trust, by the
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grace of God, will give the industrious reader ititel gain and bring great

clarity.

Question. What is the church of Christ?

Answer. A community of saints.

Q. With whom did she originate?

A. With Adam and Eve.

Q. Of whom is she?

A. Of God through Christ.

Q. Of what kind of servants is she begotten?

A. Of those who are irreproachable in doctrine kfied

Q. Whereby do they beget her?

A. By the Spirit and Word of God.

Q. To what purpose do they beget her?

A. That she may serve, thank, and praise God.

Q. Of what mind is she?

A. In her weakness, of Christ's mind.

Q. What kind of fruits does she bring forth?

A. Fruits which are conformable to the Word of God.

The True Signs by Which the Church of Christ MaXBewn

1] By an unadulterated, pure doctrine. Deuteronomyb41@; Isaiah 8:5;
Mathew 28:20; Mark 16:15; John 8:52; Galatians

2] By a scriptural use of the sacramental signs. Ma2& 19; Mark14:22;
Mark16; Luke 22:19; Romans 6:4; 1 Corinthidng2-23.
1 Corinthians 12:13; Colossians 2:12;

3] By obedience to the Word. Math.7; Luke11:28; Joti8715:10; James 1:22.

4] By unfeigned, brotherly love. John 13:34; Romans$1BCorinthians 13:1;
1 John. 3:18; 4:7, 8.

5] By a bold confession of God and Christ. Mathew 20Mark. 8:29;
Romans10:9; 1 Timothy 6:13.

6] By oppression and tribulation for the sake of tioed's Word.
Mathewb5:10; 10:39; 16:24; 24:9; Luke6:28; JdhAD; 2 Timothy 2:9;
3:12; 1 Peterl:6; 3:14; 4:13; 5:10; 1 John 3:13

PETER RIEDEMAN
Through Whom Is Gathered Together One Holy, ClansGhurchAD1542
We confess also that God has, through Christse, accepted and
sought a people for Himself, not having spot, bmivrinkle, or any such
thing, but pure and holy, as He, Himself, is hdlfierefore is such a peo-
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ple, community, assembly or church gathered anddgether by the Holy
Spirit, which from henceforth rules, controls andeys everything in her,
leading all her members to be of one mind and trder(so that they want
only to be like Christ, to partake of His naturedaliligently to do His
will), cleaving to Him as a bride and spouse to ltrislegroom, yea, as one
body with Him, one plant, one tree, bearing andngj\one kind of fruit, as
Paul says, "As many as are led by the Spirit of ,Gloely are the children
of God", and again, "The same Spirit assureth as e are children of
God."

Since, then the church is an assembly of thdrem of God, as it is writ-
ten, "Ye are the temple of the living God," as (hag said, "l will dwell in
them and walk in them; and | will be their God ahdy shall be my peo-
ple," "Wherefore come out from among them, and é&sgparate, says the
Lord, and touch no unclean thing; and | will reeou, and will be your
father, and ye shall be my sons and daughters."

Therefore is the assembly of the unjust and sinneh®res, adulterers,
brawlers, drunkards, the covetous, selfish, vaid alh those who lie in

word and deed, no church of God, and they belorigtomdim; as Paul

says, "If any man have not the Spirit of Christih@one of his." Thus is
not only their assembly not a church of Christ, home of them can be or
continue therein unless he repent of his sins, addsays, "The sinner
shall not stand in the congregation of the rightgbifter him John also

says, "There shall in no wise enter into it anyghtimat defileth, neither that
worketh abomination and lies; but they which arétem in the living book

of the Lamb. But outside are dogs, sorcerers, amt@mongers, idolators,
murderers, and whosoever loves and makes a lie."

What The Church Is....The church of Christ is bi#sis and ground of
truth, a lantern of righteousness, in which thétligf grace is borne and
held before the whole world, that its darkness,elieband blindness be
thereby seen and made light, and that men mayledso to see and know
the way of life. Therefore is the church of Chiistthe first place com-
pletely filled with the light of Christ as a lanters illuminated and made
bright by the light: that His light might shine tlugh her to others.
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DIRK PHILIPS,
A Visible Not an Invisible Churclta.AD1562

The church of the Lord, although existing inrg@nd in truth, is never-
theless also visible. The reasons are as followsthe name church or
congregation indicates that it is not only invisibbut also visible, for the
term used is ecclesia, that is, a gathering or i@@aging together. 2] Christ
Jesus Himself chose His apostles (John. 15:16)gatieered them together
as a church, and thus was not always invisibleinshlem and Judea.
3] The apostles, according to the command of thed,Lthrough the
preaching of the gospel, in faith and truth, anglgper Christian baptism,
and the power and unity of the Holy Spirit, gatlieaechurch (Mathew 28;
Mark. 16). This was not an invisible body, for thdigd not write nor send
their epistles in a general or indiscriminate wayall people, but specifi-
cally denominating the believers and God-fearingpbe designating the
places and calling many persons by name. Howpessible for all this to
be invisible?

ooooad

ANGELS OF GOD
By Brother Nolan R.

"But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto theaf the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable aoyngdangels”
(Hebrews 12:22).

What is this "innumerable company of angels"?ovdre they, and what
is their purpose? Let's take a look at what thdeBslays about angels.

Angels are realThey are created beings, created by the God whie ma
you and me. "Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thast made heaven, the
heaven of heavens, with all their host, the eaatid all things that are
therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and fireservest them all; and
the host of heaven worshippeth thee" (Nehemiah 9:6)

There are fallen angelsThe devil, the foe of our soul, is one of them.
"And the angels which kept not their first estdet left their own habita-
tion, he hath reserved in everlasting chains uddekness unto the judg-
ment of the great day" (Jude 6). "And there was wareaven: Michael
and his angels fought against the dragon; and thgod fought and his

-19 -
g Hear my prayer, O Lord, and give ear unto my cry j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 1 - JANUARY 2009 12

angels, And prevailed not; neither was their plémend any more in
heaven. And the great dragon was cast out, thaseigent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole wohd:was cast out into
the earth, and his angels were cast out with hiRet/( 12:7-9).

Angels are immortalThey are stronger than men and have great power,
but we are not to worship them. "Neither can theyahy more: for they
are equal unto the angels; and are the childré&oadf being the children of
the resurrection” (Luke 20:36). "Bless the Lord y® angels, that excel in
strength, that do his commandments, hearkening theovoice of his
word" (Ps. 103:20). "And | John saw these things] heard them. And
when | had heard and seen | fell down to worshipreethe feet of the an-
gel which sheaved me these things. Then saith teeraga, See thou do it
not: for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brethrthe prophets, and of
them which keep the sayings of this book: worshga'GRev. 22:8-9).

Angels have an order in which they serve Godmage Him.The Bible
alludes to four orders, which are listed here:

SERAPHIMS.The only place in the Bible that speaks of semaghis
Isaiah 6:1-4. The power of these seraphims is detrated here, for when
one cried to another his voice shook the doorpafstise temple.

CHERUBIMS."So he drove out the man; and he placed at theoédlse
garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword whiched every way,
to keep the way of the tree of life" (Genesis 324pdus 25:20-22).

Cherubims in the tabernacle: "And when Moses ga into the taber-
nacle of the congregation to speak with him, theméard the voice of one
speaking unto him from off the mercy seat that wasn the ark of testi-
mony, from between the two cherubims: and he spake him" (Numbers
7:89).

Cherubims in the temple of Solomon: "And witliive oracle he made
two cherubims of olive tree, each ten cubits highKings 6:23). "And the
priests brought in the ark of the covenant of tbedLunto his place, to the
oracle of the house, into the most holy place, awster the wings of the
cherubims: For the cherubims spread forth theigwiover the place of the
ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and theestthereof above" (2
Chronicles 5:7-8).

This helps to explain these verses: "And Hezeleayed before the
Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, which dwdllbstween the cheru-
bims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of allkilgdoms of the earth;
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thou hast made heaven and earth” (2 Kings 19:G&ye"ear, 0 Shepherd
of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flobkutthat dwellest between
the cherubims, shine forth" (Psalm 80:1). "0 Lofdhosts, God of Israel,
that dwellest between the cherubims, thou art tbe, @ven thou alone, of
all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made hearel earth” (Isaiah
37:16).

MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL'But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michagle of the chief
princes, came to help me; and | remained there thghkings of Persia”
(Daniel 10:13) "Yet Michael the archangel, whenteading with the deuvil
he disputed about the body of Moses, durst nogheigainst him a railing
accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee" (Jud&8r the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with thieevof the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Chhstllgise first" (1 Thes-
salonians 4:16).

GABRIEL, GOD'S MESSENGERYea, whiles | was speaking in prayer,
even the man Gabriel, whom | had seen in the viaiathe beginning, be-
ing caused to fly swiftly, touched me about theeiof the evening obla-
tion" (Daniel 9:21). "And the angel answering sardo him, | am Gabriel,
that stand in the presence of God; and am sergeaksunto thee, and to
shew thee these glad tidings" (Luke 1:19). "Andhe sixth month the an-
gel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galileamed Nazareth"
(Luke 1:26).

Angels act in behalf of God's childrélBut to which of the angels said
he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until | makae enemies thy foot-
stool? Are the not all ministering spirits, senttfioto minister for them
who shall be heirs of salvation?" (Hebrews 1:13-14)

Angels will be the reaperSWhen the Son of man shall come in his
glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shmlsit upon the throne of
his glory" (Matthew 25:31). "The enemy that sowkdm is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the world; and the reaperster angels” (Matthew
13:39). "And it came to pass, that the beggar dwed, was carried by the
angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also,ded was buried"”
(Luke 16:22). "And he shall send his angels withreat sound of a trum-
pet, and they shall gather together his elect ftoenfour winds, from one
end of heaven to the other" (Matthew 24:31).

Angels in our lives todayVhat place do angels have in our lives today?
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What is the difference in their work and that af tHoly Spirit?

While angels are created beings, the Holy Spirdne with God Himself.
Angels sometimes take on human form, but is theyepéace in the Scrip-
tures where a human form was identified as the Hepwit? The Holy
Spirit is an authority in Himself, but when angkés/e spoken to men, they
were doing so under orders from God. The Holy §pnings discernment
and understanding to the hearts of God's childrieitevangels mostly min-
ister to physical needs.

Jesus said His "little ones" have angels. Wieatlae little ones? Could it
be anyone who puts his trust in God? "Take heeadythdespise not one of
these little ones; for | say unto you, That in hexatheir angels do always
behold the face of my Father which is in heavenattiiew 18:10). "Also |
say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before hienshall the Son
of man also confess before the angels of God" (LLk8).

Do the events of our times bring us sadnessgaef? Do the times we
are living in sometimes bring us despair and tharaness that Satan is
trying so desperately to overpower us? In the gspaitual battle raging
around the globe this very hour, there are Satahh#éiangels, and there
are God and His angels. Which side do you beliellehave the final vic-
tory?

There is hope! Those on God's side have no metsbe disheartened.
Satan wants the Christian to forget who is on thleter's side, but when
a Christian understands the help he has, he wilbaacast down and dis-
mayed. He has God and the host of heaven standsigebhim! "The an-
gel of the Lord encampeth round about them thatlea, and delivereth
them" (Psalm 34:7). "For he shall give his angéisrge over thee, to keep
thee in all thy ways" (Psalm 91:11).

Used by Permission from “The Messenger of Truth”

gooon

-22.
g And now Lord what do | wait faviy hope is in You. j\\ﬁi




;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 1 - JANUARY 200 9 12

MAKING A FRESH START

"Put off concerning the former conversation the old man, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts. Be renewed in the spirit of your mind. Put on
the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness."-
- Eph 4:22-24. "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ."-- Rom 13:14.

WE CAN all start afresh! However far we have aseehdhere is something
higher; and however far we have fallen, it is alsvapssible to make a fresh start.
We need to take our place in the School of Chrisl &e taught by Him
(Eph_4:20-2).

"The old man" which we must "put off* is clearlyroiormer manner of life.

If we have not put it entirely away, let us do swrby an immediate act of faith

in the living Spirit. It does not take long for adgar to put off his rags and take
instead a new suit of clothes, and it need not takeoment longer to put away
habits and thoughts, ways of speech and life whrehunworthy of the children

of God. Do it now, and look up to the Holy Spirit keep renewing you in the
spirit of your mind.

But more than this, let us "put on the new man,icWhis the life of Jesus
Christ, that ideal which is in the likeness of Gadd which the Lord created for
us by His blessed life and death and resurrecBanto enable us to live this life
we need the daily help of the Holy Spirit. He eateour hearts at the moment of
regeneration, and has been with us ever since. #enot have realised His en-
try, but we believe it because of the assuranceCair.6:19 Rom.8:9 Eph.3:16
For my part, | like to begin every day, beforeiti§t my head from the pillow, by
saying, "Thou art within, O Spirit of Christ, thdugfeel Thee not."

If the Holy Spirit be ungrieved He will witness twur sonship; He will en-
throne Christ as King of our life; will keep thelfdde in the place of death; will
give us a hunger for the things of God; He willggpower in withess-bearing. In
order to have a strong and blessed Christian expegi the one thing is to see
that we do not grieve the Spirit. | do not thinlttve can grieve Him away, but
we may greatly limit and restrain His gracious wbgkinsincerity of speech, the
nursing of an unforgiving spirit, any kind of oweraching or fraudulent dealing,
impurity of speech, or failure in love. We may bmubd, so as not to be able to
move our arms, by a number of cotton threads, castdightly as by a strong
rope-thong. Let us take care not to grieve Himumhsnconsistencies.

Fulfil in me, O God, those desires of goodness whid hou hast created in my
heart, and perfect the work of faith, that Jesus Chist may be glorified in me.
AMEN.
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Dying to Self

When you are forgotten or neglected or purposelatseaught,
and you do not sting and hurt at the oversightybut heart is happy,
being counted worthy to suffer for Christ,
that is dying to self.

When your good is evil spoken of, when your wisaescrossed,
your advice disregarded, your opinions ridiculaty gou refuse to let an-
ger rise in your heart, or even defend yourself,
but take it all in patient loving silence,
that is dying to self.

When you lovingly and patiently bear any disor@ey irregularity, any
impunctuality, or any annoyance, when you can staoé to face with
waste, folly, extravagance, spiritual insensibitityd endure it as Jesus en-
dured it,
that is dying to self.

When you are content with any food, any offeringy eaiment, any cli-
mate, any society, any solitude, any interruptigrnhe will of God,
that is dying to self.

When you never care to refer to yourself in conaos, or to record your
own good works, or itch after commendation, wheu gan truly love to
be unknown,

that is dying to self.

When you can receive correction and reproof from ainless stature than
yourself and can humbly submit inwardly as welbaswvardly, finding no
rebellion or resentment rising up within your heart
that is dying to self.
Author Unknown. From ‘@Rhristian Example” May 7, 1965.
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