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From The Editor’s Desk.

Greetings in Christ Jesus name to those who aclaugel Him as Lord
of Lord's and King of Kings.

Reading in the Complete Writings of Menno Simonerdly | was
blessed to read a few comments on Saved by Graterag that in shar-
ing it with you in a condensed form it may be asblag to you also.

“We do not believe nor teach that we are to be cgdoyeour merits and
works as the envious assert without truth. We arbet saved solely by
grace through Christ Jesus.

By grace the human race was created through Christ Jeseis asyet

it was not

By grace it was again accepted through Christ when it was |

By grace Christ were sent to us of the Father. John 3:34.

By grace He has sought the lost sheep, taught repentaiceeamnssion

of sins, and died for us when we were yet ungodty @nemies.

By grace it is given to us to believe.

By grace the Holy Ghost was given us in the name of Jekm 14:16.

In short, by grace eternal life is given us thro@jirist Jesus

We cannot obtain salvation, grace, reconciliatiar, peace of the Father
otherwise then through Christ Jesus. As He hinsats, No man cometh
unto Father but by Me.

All those who disregard this preached grace andal@accept Christ Je-
sus by faith; who read His holy Word, will, commameht, and ordi-
nances; who hate and persecute; who wilfully ligecading to their lusts,
it will avail them nothing before the Lord to boasttheir faith, being a
new creature, Christ's grace, death, and bloodh&yr do not believe.

Therefore they are children of death as the Saeptaaches, for they
know not Christ in whom is life. As John says, Tisishe record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and that this Igen his Son. He that hath the
Son hath life; and He that hath not the Son of Gath not life. 1 John
5:11-12”

A SPECIAL NOTE regarding “Christian Burial or Cremation?” is orgeé&4.
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THE SINISTER TWILIGHT

The title is taken from the book, A Sinister Twilig the Fall of Singa-
pore, by Noel Barber, published in 1968. It is éiteount of the British ar-
istocracy's taking for granted that the island-siiyte of Singapore, with
all its colonial glory, would be spared conquesiNorld War II. That false
sense of security was their undoing and tragedstoldi is thought provok-
ing, but "we have also a more sure word of prophedyereunto ye do
well that ye take heed" (2 Peter 1:19).

Jerusalem was in the twilight when Jesus behelditiieand wept over it
(Luke 19:41). No one seemed to realize that ablermight was soon to
fall upon the land. Things were continuing as usuahany respects, but a
great and calamitous change was at hand. The sawled Wwave been true
in Noah's day. In both cases the cup of sin andhémy of God's grace was
just about to spill over the edge.

The parallels between Jerusalem and Noah's dapantime are many.
They undeniably say that the world is in the twitigpf time. Jesus said,
"But as the days of Noe were, so shall also theimgrof the Son of man
be. For as in the days that were before the fldwmy twere eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, untiletiday that Noe entered
into the ark, And knew not until the flood camedadaok them all way; so
shall also the coming of the Son of man be" (Maitl2d:37-39). It should
not be missed that Jesus described a setting Wifier@as going on as
usual while the world's destruction was nigh atchan

Naturally speaking, twilight is a short period ohé at the end of a day.
The sun has set, but full night has not yet sua@@dthrowing its thick
shroud of darkness over the land. Often one shfs a pensive frame of
mind. It may be a pleasant and beautiful time, thet reality is that the
residue of light is fading away, and night is ahdhaAs the light dims,
clear vision is lost, and things are not so eadiytified.

Symbolically, twilight hints of the ending of theastomed and pre-
sumed, and suggests eminent, foreboding changlee lcase of Singapore,
the die was cast while the soft and indulgent tyfiesof the privileged
class continued despite the alarm of a few.

The Scriptures almost always presents the nightdankhess as symbol-
izing the realm of evil or an inopportune time (d¢h4). This is what twi-
light foretells. But the children of God have aasrlanandate in this setting.
The Scriptures tell us, "Ye are all the childrenight, and the children of
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the day: we are not of the night, nor of darkn@é®refore let us not sleep,
as do others; but let us watch and be sober. FEyrttiat sleep sleep in the
night; and they that be drunken are drunken inniigat. But let us, who
are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplataith and love; and for
an helmet, the hope of salvation" (1 Thess. 5:5-8).

One ponders whether Western nations in generalAargtica in particu-
lar, may well be in the twilight. The Western wohds had its day of glory
and preeminence, but the decay of virtue and vakiakrming. Does not
the wise Christian sense a sinister twilight? s tontext, certainly Paul's
exhortation is timely: "See then that ye walk cimgpectly, not as fools,
but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days/#' (Eph. 5:15-16).
It is not a time to be casual and unconcerned. éamckpirits, after hiding
themselves during the light of the day, rouse tlewes at twilight in an-
ticipation of the night (consider Rev. 20:7-9 and@lless. 2: 3-7).

The burden of this article relates especially twhee are faring as it re-
lates to fervency in the Spirit and in keeping thgh. Does a question
from the ages penetrate our ears, "Watchman, whhemight?

Watchman, what of the night" (Isaiah 21:11)? Talérfg night will and
is challenging the vision of our real purpose amdkeeping of the faith.
The words of a song, "Watchmen, Awake!" (Margamerier Toews), cap-
ture a sense of urgency: "The night is upon usshaows are falling, A
sinister stillness reigns in the gloom. 0 watchroéion! Awake to your
calling, Lest the enemy come to hasten our doom."

If in Israel's time God proved He was the Godhef valleys as well as of
the hills (1 Kings 20:23-30), He will also prove lte the God of the twi-
light. He is even now able to save to the utternfidsbrews 7:25), "and to
present you faultless before the presence of loig/ glith exceeding joy"
(Jude 24) if we meet the conditions. No one shaldspair. Light springs
up for the individual, the congregation, and thenfécence upon the
movement toward obedience to the Lord's will.

"And it shall come to pass in that day, that tightishall not be clear, nor
dark: But it shall be one day which shall be knawrthe Lord, not day,
nor night: but it shall come to pass, that at engriime it shall be light.
And it shall be in that day, that living waters blgo out from Jerusa-
lem..." (Zech. 14:6-8).  Adapted froman article in The Messenger of Truth.
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MINISTER'S CORNER
Watch for the Lord's Return. Matthew 24. (Part 1 of 2.)
From a message preached at Paces Creek Mennonite Church, KY.

Our text verses are taken from Matthew 24.

| would just like to give the setting of these \e=rsa bit before we read
them. Turning back to chapter 23 we find that dgsonounced many
woes upon the Pharisees for their hypocrisy anquity declaring that
their house would become desolate. We have th#teatonclusion of
Matthew 23:38“Behold, your house is left unto you desolate.”

| understand the word “desolate” means abandorexkrted become an
utter waste. Right after saying this as they wiparting Jesus disciples
come to Him to show Him the buildings of the temphotice the first two
verses chapter 24:

Matthew 24:1-2

“And Jesus went out, and departed from the tengnd his disciples
came to him for to shew him the buildings of thenjde. [2] And Jesus
said unto them, See ye not all these things? vemslgy unto you, There
shall not be left here one stone upon another, ghatl not be thrown
down.”

The disciples pointed out this massive great nigjesilding to Jesus as
if Jesus never saw it before but we know full wieit He did, He had been
at this place before and He saw these buildingsappéarently they wanted
Jesus to consider how massive these great storrestia were used in
the building of the temple. They wanted Him toio®thow structurally
sound this particular building actually was. Ha$us perhaps forgotten
this great stone structure when He said that sagelekir house would lay
desolate, it would lay in ruins. They were thirkirtfSurely not Lord.”
But Jesus reaffirms that someday every stone &f kthilding would be
thrown down and scattered, not one stone left wpwther. Then the dis-
ciples soberly asked when shall these things (b&%t.24:3 and while
you're at it they asked Him, what would be the a§jiHis coming and of
the end of the world?

Perhaps they were thinking of how to prepare thérasdor this, as we
are this evening, we surely want to prepare for @raat Day of Judgment,
the end of the world, the day we sometimes refaiwexs the last day.
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That is the context of the verses we have befotbisevening.
Matthew 24:35-44

“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my wshdd not pass away.
[36] But of that day and hour knoweth no man, not the angels of
heaven, but my Father only. [37] But as the dayNad were, so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be. [38] For as indags that were before
the flood they were eating and drinking, marryimgl giving in marriage,
until the day that Noe entered into the ark, [391dAknew not until the
flood came, and took them all away; so shall dt&odoming of the Son of
man be. [40] Then shall two be in the field; the @hall be taken, and the
other left. [41] Two women shall be grinding at timédl; the one shall be
taken, and the other left. (and here we have ourverses) [42] Watch
therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord dotime. [43] But know
this, that if the goodman of the house had knowwlvat watch the thief
would come, he would have watched, and would nee hsuffered his
house to be broken up. [44] Therefore be ye aladyrefor in such an hour
as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”

Jesus says here: Watch, watch therefore.

We are not going to be talking about this destactif Jerusalem or the
destruction of the temple except that just as guasl Jesus has said that
every massive stone of this great temple wouldhbewn down, and it
happened, so Christ will return again and heaveheanth will pass away,
it will happen even as Jesus said.

The disciples asked for signs of Jesus coming, Ipetoplay are asking
for signs, and while Jesus said some signs wiltged and indicate His
coming we think that the surest proof of His comimghat He said: “I am
coming again.” Look at the concluding words ofseed4: The Son of man
cometh.

How do we know that Christ will come again? Becadgesaid He will
come again, that is fact.

We can turn t@ Peter 3vhere it says that in the last days there areggoin
to be scoffers. There will be and are people Valugh and mock at the
idea of Christ coming back and of there being aha@rthe world, we find
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people doing that today. They walk after their olwsts just like Peter
said they would, they are not godly, they do notkwaith Christ, they
don't love God, they love themselves and theyfliwehemselves and they
pursue gratifying their lusts and they laugh sayiiWghat about this idea
of Christ coming, there being a judgment, it is happening, everything
continues as it did for millions of years!” Thisethtell us and leave the
connotation that the world is going to last fooad time yet.

But Peter says that they are ignorant of two thiagd one of the things
that they are ignorant of is what happened in Nod&ay. Jesus makes ref-
erence to that here in the verses that we kéaidhew.24:33-38&nd Peter
restates it he says: They are ignorant of the fiihad occurred in Noah's
day.

For years by the word of God there was a balancgabér in the earth
just the right amount to sustain life as the eardis in the water and out of
the water, but in Noah's day by the word of thedLitrere was a devastat-
ing flood, things did not continue as they did I tbeginning, the earth
was overflowed with water and the earth perishétle earth did not and
will not continue as it always did.

The second thing that the scoffers are ignoraig &od's perspective of
time and God's mercy that the Great Judgment headke@h place yet. A
hundred years is a long time from our perspecsoejething doesn't hap-
pen for a hundred years people will say: “It newdr happen.” Some peo-
ple think if something doesn't happen in five mewit won’t happen, we
have that perspective of life sometimes. But aisaod years Peter says is
only like one day to God; Peter 3God doesn't have the perspective of
time like we do. Just because God has sufferedl@ved the earth to ex-
ist for a few thousand years doesn't prove thatilitalways be and that
there will never be a judgment.

Just consider that! We are alive today, we haveoihgortunity to be
saved and get ready for the
Judgment, prepare to meet thy God! God wants bs &aved.

Here inMatthew 25Jesus assures us that He will come and He satyk tha
will likely come when you are not expecting mewill come when you are
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thinking 1 wont come, in fact | will likely come ithe very hour that you
are thinking I will not come. Jesus knew somethabhgut human nature
didn't He? Yes Jesus knew about human nature,nderstands how we
put things off and we think things won't happen.

Did you ever wake up in the morning with plans tiee day swimming
around in your head, you had many things that yantwo do and you feel
energetic and you think you are going to get thdnd@ne today and so
you hurry into your day hoping to accomplish thdin Maybe in the back
to your mind you are thinking about Christ comingt maybe you push
that aside and you are thinking surely Christ womhe today? We are
more likely to think Christ won’t come today whear@lans are not very
noble and we hope that Christ will not come todayat least not right
now. We assume that Christ won’'t come today whenaveeputting off
something important, some decision that we knowstveuld be making
and we procrastinate and we put it off saying:dwn should do this and |
will do at some time but not now. Doing this are assuming that Christ
won’'t come for a while yet if there is somethingtthve know we should
do before He comes.

None of us to be known as a scoffer, we don't vilaat reputation, we
are not scoffers we are believers. How believirgvee? Maybe we don't
openly scoff with words but yet we think like saaf$ think that Christ will
not come today, He will not come for a while y&thereas Christ says we
should be prepared to expect Him any day, be peefar Him.

Then He goes on to say if the home owner knowsahatl o'clock to-
night the thief will come to ransack his house @@ be sure that he will
be sitting up, he will be ready, he will be at hgrhe will have the lights
on and he will be dressed and he will be prepavetidet the thief at the
door. He doesn't want nor will he permit his hotesée broken upMatt
24:43) But since the home owner doesn't know when thef thill come
many homeowners are troubled and worried and Instalrity systems,
they buy insurances and do many things to protemnselves, they want
to be ready for that thief when he comes.

Now if people are so concerned about the thiehtali few dollars from
them why aren't they concerned about the Lord cgmiho has the power
to cast the soul into hell?
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Jesus says in Luke 12 verses four and five

Luke 12:4-5"Be not afraid of them that kill the body, andeafthat have
no more that they can do.” Murder is the worshghihat can happen to
you but then he goes on to say:

Verse “[5] But | will forewarn you whom ye shakdr: Fear him, which
after he hath killed hath power to cast into hg#a, | say unto you, Fear
him.”

We are to fear him because hell is torment foreias not just a few
dollars we loose. We want to be prepared for Jesusng.

Backing up to verse®latthew 24: 36-3%gain Jesus says that no one
knows the day or the hour when He returns to jutigeworld, even the
angels don't know this only God the Father Hims&ld we want to be pre-
pared. To some that last day will be a day oficejg. When the Saints
meet Christ their Saviour face-to-face that willdé&me of rejoicing and
we anticipate that time and in anticipating thatdithe Saints are saying:
“Lord come quickly.” That is quite the opposite sdying the Lord won’t
come for a long time yet, for thousands or milli@is/ears yet, that is not
words of the Saints but rather being Saints ardtolg our Lord's return
we say: Even so Lord come quicklyRevelation 22:20)

But for many people that last day will be hell aodnent and it is for
that reason that Jesus said watch, so that thaitl ihot catch us unpre-
pared, unaware and unprepared to meet Jesus.

Now there is something interesting to me heredrse 39t says that in
Noah’s day they knew not until the flood came. Wiidn't they know? |
would like to think about that a little bit, theynéw not until the flood
came and took them all away. Didn't they know #ngtorm of judgment
was brewing, that judgment was coming? Didn't tkiegw that the flood
waters were imminent upon them? Well maybe they'tknow but we
think they could have known, Noah was building ak and that was
something that no one before him ever did, thatikshbave caught their
attention that something was about to happen thdih'hhappened before.
Noah was doing some things and Noah was perhajsgsayme things
that should have made them aware of coming judgnasvdre of a flood,
but they were too involved. We understand that thieye too involved in
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eating and drinking, too involved in lust for ligrand marriage and di-
vorce and remarriage, marrying and giving in maeial think it all has
that idea that they were too involved, too bustoilear Noah and to think
about the implications of a flood. They knew ndigyt did not consider
their end or death until the flood came and to@krttall away(Genesis 6)

What else didn't they know? It appears that theyn'dknow that their
carnal lifestyle, their indulging, their gratifyingeshly appetites, their as-
suming their own pleasure and comforts, in assurthiagjthese were most
important they were not aware that that would b&agd's judgment upon
them. Didn't they know the difference between right wrong, sin and
righteousness and that God judges sin? Didn't kmey? And then we
think that they could have known because Peter isay$’eter 2:5'Noah
was a preacher of righteousness.”

Now I'm not sure how much Noah said, we know tmatwas doing
some things building an ark and apparently in Beter says that he was a
preacher of righteousness | think he was sayingestiings too, his man-
ner of living declared some things and Noah appbreaid some things,
he was preaching righteousness through right livéngersonal example of
right living.

So they with Noah could have sought to find gracthe eyes of God but
again they were too involved in their sinful lifgsts and pursuing sin and
gratifying themselves to think about or to learoatibgrace until it was too
late. They didn't know grace until the flood caamel took them all away.

What else didn't they know? Well | think we camply sum it up like
this: They didn't know God, they forgot God, thegrtk worship God, they
didn't even think about God, God wasn't real tarthtnstead of God in
their mentality the human being was real, thatnewn today as human-
ism, that is true of many “ism’'s” Sometimes we é&all these ism’s and
we ask ourselves what is all these ism’s about?dBuis are finally about
what is real. To a person who is engulfed in malisrm to him material is
real in his life. To those who are involved in tbat we refer to as human-
ism they are, their God is the human being, thediubeing is real in their
life.

What is real in our life? Well God should be realour life, we want
God to be real in our life.
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What a sad commentary on so many people that tlieyt dknow God
until the flood came and took them all away and hoany people today
wont know God until they are taken away and thigyp their eyes in hell.

We want to know this evening that the Lord isnamy, we want to be
acquainted with God, to know God's grace and tawk@od for real in our
life so that God's record doesn't state conceragigie or she didn't know,
they knew not; but it rather says: He or she knewd,Ghey knew Jesus
Christ, they were prepared for Christ's coming st that Day of Judg-
ment doesn't come and catch us unprepared.

To be concluded in the August Issue.

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications

ANABAPTIST MENNONITE VIEW OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURE...

The Bible

Anabaptists joined Protestants in rejecting the authoritiegpopes and
councils and elevating the Scriptures into the magaBut there were con-
siderable differences betwee&mabaptists and Protestants and, indeed,
amongAnabaptists themselves, as to the nature and function of @S
tures.

There is first of all the view expressed by the SsaBrethren, by writers
like Riedeman and Marpeck, and by the Dutch fronifidan to Philips
that the Scriptures are the Christian's final atitjpoWhile this sounds
very Lutheran examination reveals that theabaptist understanding of
scriptural authority understood the Scriptures tovigle models both for
Christian teaching as well as for church organtratnd order. It is this
view, precisely, that we find iAnabaptism.

This explains whyAnabaptists were more interested in the New Testa-
ment than in the Old. For them the Old Testametdnged primarily to
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the Jewish people, while the New Testament contiathe "doctrine of

Christ and the apostles" as well as instructiomstie basic structure and
functioning of the church. Thegamabaptists did not reject the Old Testa-
ment, but they subjected it to the interpretivengiple of "the doctrine of

Christ and the apostles.” Anything that agreed whik principle was also
the Word of God for the present; anything that glisad was not.

The Scriptures, say thes@abaptists, are not the wine but the sign out-
side the inn which advertises the wine. One do¢gain eternal life from
simply believing the Scriptures, but rather by cognio faith like Abraham
and Moses and Paul of whom the Scriptures tellAmsl this process of
justification happens as God works directly in tiearts of men.

The Scriptures are often referred to as the outadvand the voice of
God in the soul as the inner word. M@siabaptists acknowledged that the
outer can lead to the inner. At the same time thege the point that if
people could not read, how then could God workhant if the outer word
were necessary to salvation. Thus the written 8omeg were clearly im-
portant, but not indispensable.

As time went onAnabaptists as well as others became more and more
aware of the problems which arose wherever theticas were regarded
as the sole authority. Which of the many possibterpretationgN.B. This
is not referring to different trandations as we have them today in 2009 but rather
to a personal interpretation of any given passage.) was the correct one and by
which marks could one identify it? The establiskbdrches could simply
enforce their interpretations without explainingméng Anabaptists one
could insist that one had the only valid interptieta and, if possible, ex-
communicate those who disagreed. But some writers wiore perceptive
and began to identify marks by which interpretagicould be checked for
accuracy. Bernhard Rothmann said quite simplyadhahterpretation is re-
liable if it leads to behaviour that conforms toriGh If such behaviour is
not there, Scripture has not been understood.

Their interrogators were frequently astonishedhat wealth of biblical
knowledge held even by uneducat&dhbaptists. The Bible was, in fact,
indispensable even for people like Denck and Hheylwere biblical peo-
ple, but not "fundamentalists.” They reflected ba function of the Bible
but were not "liberals." They were most concernemt, with the intellec-
tual questions, but with humble obedience to Jesughom the Scriptures
testify.
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Hans Denck, ca. 1527.

| value the Holy Scripture above all human treasuret not as high as
the Word of God, which is living, powerful and etal, and which is free
and unencumbered by all of the elements of thiddvéior insofar as it is
God himself it is spirit and no letter, written taut pen and paper that it
may never be expunged. Therefore also salvatiomatabe tied to the
Scriptures, however important and good they mawibierespect to it. The
cause is that it is not possible for the Scriptucesgmprove an evil heart
even if it is highly learned. A pious heart, howewbat is a heart in which
there is a true spark of godly zeal, will be imprd\through all things.

Thus, the Holy Scriptures serve the believer fosdgand for salvation,
but the unbeliever to damnation as indeed all #hohgy

Hans Pfistermeyer ca 1534

The New Testament is more complete than the Olé. @ld has been
fulfilled and explained by Christ. What Christ l@aglained and helped us
to understand, | will adhere to, since it is th#d ofi His heavenly Father.

| accept the Old Testament whenever it points tasEiHowever Christ
came with a more exalted and perfect teaching. ieved His people a
new covenant which they would need if their rightgmess were to exceed
that of the scribes and pharisees,

"Bern Colloquy" ca 1538,

Firstly, we acknowledge the law insofar as it agravith the New Tes-
tament and is an announcement, witness, type oradi€hrist, and that it
is useful for the faithful in strengthening theaith. To that extent we grant
it validity, for Moses himself witnessed to the phet whom God would
raise up and whom we should hear. It is valid ias@k it illuminates and
reveals Christ. We are also satisfied with the walgals with judicial mat-
ters and the punishment of evil and have nothingitize. But we do not
find that Christ established and commanded thegboameént of the body
even to death. Instead he instituted the Chridiaam...

We confess that the Old Testament is a witnesshiasC Further we
grant it validity wherever Christ has not suspendednd wherever it
agrees with the New. We consider it right and gibadserves faith, love,
and a good Christian life.
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Menno Simons, "Foundation," ca 1539, CWMS.

We certainly hope no one of a rational mind will dmefoolish a man as
to deny that the whole Scriptures, both the Old Heds Testament, were
written for our instruction, admonition, and coiien, and that they are
the true scepter and rule by which the Lord's Kargdhouse, church, and
congregation must be ruled and governed. Everytbomgrary to Scrip-
ture, therefore, whether it be in doctrines, bslisacraments, worship, or
life, should be measured by this infallible ruledatemolished by this just
and divine scepter, and destroyed without any sgfepersons.

You say we are inexpert, unlearned and know netStriptures. | Re-
ply: The Word is plain and needs no interpretatioamely, Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with thy soul, and with all
thy strength, and thy neighbour as thyself (Matti22n87, 39) Again, You
shall give bread to the hungry and entertain tretindlsaiah 58:7) If you
live according to the flesh you shall die, for ® darnally minded is death.
The avaricious, drunkards, and the proud shallimwegrit the kingdom of
God. God will condemn adulterers and fornicatoRornfans 8, 1 Cor. 6)
and many like passages. All who do not understant passages are more
like irrational creatures than men, more like cldun Christians.

Dirk Philips. Ca 1560.

Moreover the Word of God is known in two ways, tae and the gos-
pel. The law is the word of command, given by Gboiugh Moses on
Mount Sinai with such terrible voices and storntsjnder and lightning
(Ex. 19:16-18) that the children of Israel couldt mear it, but said to
Moses: "You speak with the Lord, but let not thed_speak with us, lest
we die" (Ex. 20:19). Even Moses himself vas afrandl trembled (Heb.
12:19). This shows the sternness of the law, faeminds us of sin and
condemnation, because it demands from everyonegiaifhteousness in
the inner man (Rom: 13-15; Deut. 4:1-6; 6:1-3; 1A:17-21), the holiness
of perfect human nature, exalted understandingadiuthe true knowledge
of God, as well as a holy, pure heart that is fetrwe love to God.

Moreover the law condemns the internal uncleanribas,s the destruc-
tion and loss of the natural wisdom and knowledy&ad and the right-
eousness and holiness which has been implantdueimdart (Ps. 51:12;
Eph. 2:1). It condemns the wicked desires and teride that are contrary
to the law of God. Whoever reads the law with uleeeface must be terri-
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fied and humbled at God's wrath (Rom. 3:20; 7:Ca2. 3:16; Ex. 20:19;
Heb. 12:10) just as was Israel and even Moses lfimg® are given to us
as examples.

The law of God is given, not that it might bringrt@n perfect righteous-
ness, salvation and eternal life (for by the deddte law will no flesh be
justified) (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 2:17), but that, by ealing sin it might teach
man to fear God, to know and humble himself untermighty hand of
God, and thus be prepared with penitent heart te@clesus Christ the
only Saviour and to seek for and hope for salvaliprnis grace and merit
alone (1 Pet. 5:6; 12:6; Eph. 2:13; Acts 14:143}15:

The law teaches the knowledge of sin and such ledyd brings the fear
of the Lord, which is the beginning of all wisdom Ti7; Eccles 1:16;
Prov.1:7), and without which no man may justifidthe fear of the Lord
produces a broken and contrite and humbled hearthws acceptable to
God (Ps. 51:19).

Therefore the law contributes to the new birthview of the fact that no
one can be born again or made spiritually alive,aam anyone believe the
gospel, except he first sincerely repents, as threl Uesus Christ himself
testifies. For He first taught the people repengarand then faith, and so
He also commanded His apostles to do (Math. 3:Rel24:46).

The gospel is the word of grace. It is the joyfidssage of Jesus Christ
the only begotten Son of God, the only RedeemerSawibur (1 Tim. 2:5;
Tit. 1:15), who gave himself for us that we migle lansomed from the
power of Satan, sin, and eternal death. He has msahildren and heirs
of our heavenly Father, to be a royal priesthooal .(G4; Heb. 2:15; Rom.
8:14; Eph. 1:5), a holy nation, a chosen peopld,apossession of God in
the Spirit (1 Pet. 2:9)....

This is the true gospel, the pure teaching of oad,Gull of grace and
mercy, full of comfort, salvation and eternal lifeis given to us by God's
grace without any merits of our own or the workgha law, for the sake
of our only and precious Saviour Jesus Christ. Bleame subject to the
law for our sakes, and became the fulfillment &f fdw to eternal salvation
for all believers, if we accept it in true faith.

Bernhard Rothmann, ca 1534.
The divine, unquestionably Holy Scriptures whicle aalled the Bible
alone have the fame that they are needful andcseiiti for teaching, re-
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proof, correction, and for instruction in righteaass, for which purpose
also almighty God has given them, in order thattfaen of God be without
error and equipped for every good work........... We @miaded, by the
grace of God to hold to this, since God's actudl wisufficiently ex-
pressed in them. It is God's earnest command teahwould not stray from
them to the right nor the left in word and acti@hrist himself points to
the Scriptures that we should search them. Cons#lgjuge have nothing
to do with what the ancient or modern scholars harigen. We are not
concerned about them but only with what we findhe same Holy Scrip-
tures which is God's Word and will. To this we smder ourselves by his
grace with all necessary diligence.... For he whtad$ only to the Scrip-
tures needs no other writings. Rather he will hameugh to do with the
Scriptures and he will be abundantly taught by tlaout God as long as
he approaches them with the right understanding, Ya&u say, how shall |
understand the Scriptures correctly? | must haveesoe's interpretation,
for of myself | cannot grasp it .... Peter says: iMophecy is a matter of
one's own interpretation. Each one must be taughit,not through the
written interpretation of men in glosses or postits. Postils - marginal com-
mentary: A note or commentary on a text in the margin)

Rather God and his Spirit must be the master Hereay well be that
sometimes | will consider the interpretation of nard grasp the under-
standing of the interpreter and then be able tals@dout it in flowing
words. However, since God's kingdom does not comsisvords but in
power, | will never achieve the power of the knaige of God unless
God's Spirit drives me with power, teaches me, adls me into the
Scriptures. As Christ says in John 16 [13]: When 3ipirit of truth comes
he will lead you into all truth ....

But if you wish to understand the Scriptures cdtyewery well, for this
we will give you good advice. The content of theolehScripture is briefly
summarized in this: Honour and fear God the alnyightChrist his Son.
This is the beginning of all wisdom. And in the sabreath, that as Christ
was obedient to the Father and fulfilled his wile too should fulfill his
will with trembling and quaking. Whoever understarttis and proves it
by his deeds is not blind but has understood thelevBcriptures.

Now how men should honour and fear God and whawfllsis, is so
clearly expressed in the Scriptures that no glossesiterpretations are
necessary. The fear of God is truly called the m@gg of wisdom, and it
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is so in truth. For whoever fears God should nsistéhis words and not be
faithless. Whoever believes comes to the right tstdeding. He will
grasp God's will through faith and carry it outdeed.... Thus God has re-
stored the Scriptures among us. In them his wildandantly known to us
and we will adhere to them alone. And if we, witimstant diligence, ear-
nestly do what we understand we will daily be tauginther by God. To
him be praise, honour, glory, and thanks for iternity. Amen.

ERDOM

In perfect submission | find perfect peace.
A perfect submission is perfect release.

Though trials surround me, Afflictions wax bold,
After God's great refinery I'm stable as gold.

The hotter the fire, the purer the gold;
To God be all glory I'm safe in His fold.

Send fire, send trial; Oh, Lord, quicken me.
Though bound with affliction In Jesus I'm free.
Brother TimK.

-17 -

g The watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the night: j\\ﬁi




;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL.6 NO 7 - JULY 2009 12

Genesis 2.7

And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground.
Ecclesiastes 3:20

All go unto one place; all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.

Choose you the place before you die where you prefer in death to lie,
Or do at least let loved ones know that you abhor cremation so.

Thou shalt be buried, saith the Lord; what righteheve to change God's
Word?
"For dust thou art, to dust return”. How can it méaat we should burn?

"Yes, in the grave that | digged for me", said Jactet my burial be".
And Joseph, "Take my bones from here, and burymtenid more dear".

God buried Moses, none knows where; Divine theaghand preference
there.
And Jesus, he was buried too, then rose from dedife anew.

Has God of scientists much to learn? Why say theytiest to burn?
Does not our God reserve the flame for those urhwat Christ's name?

Say not, "l doubt God's power and skill". Is not @od omniscient still?
As when three men walked from the fire, no smeladrch on their attire.

It may be asked, "Those lost through war, how thidly be accounted for?"
We safely leave them in God's hands, His key urdpkle understands.

No saint of God sincere and true is lost througlatthe wicked do.
But thoughts and actions of our own, may thesearmiony be shown.

Can we in Christ new saints baptize, or hope in tirselves to rise,
If types and symbols held most dear must by crematisappear?

When Jesus comes may we be found alive, or bumigki ground.
May we, approved, receive His smile. White rainfestcannot defile.
Author: Mary Bellamy
-18 -
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BEARING THE IMAGE

"As is the earthy, such are they also that aréhgaend as is the heav-
enly, such are they also that are heavenly. Andeakave borne the image
of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of hkavenly" (I Cor.
15:48,49).

The dictionary definition of image is: a reprodoctiof someone or
something, to mirror or reflect, to symbolize opity.

To the world, "image is everything." Man is venjfsmnscious of his
image. Great lengths are taken to portray himsgfiist the right way. The
businessman portrays himself as well-to-do, onabthings, learned, and
informed. The sports star's image is that of stignggility, and perfect
poise in his physical movements. Many of the youmggmeration are striv-
ing for the "I'm different than anyone else" imagarrings, odd clothing,
chains, and colored hair are all used to get tthiéfetent” look.

There are very few in this world who are not tryklogportray a certain
image about themselves. Whether they are cowbakersh rock stars,
common laborers, or housewives, there is sometogit man that wants
others to see him in just the right way. The commdenominator in all
these areas is that man is bearing the image fofl$ed image of self takes
on many forms. Like the chameleon (a lizard-likptite that can adapt its
coloration to that of its surroundings), it has #i®lity to change in order
to meet its surroundings. The self-image is diyectinnected to our fallen
nature and, ultimately, to the god of this worldf&h. It is very deceiving
and causes men to sacrifice many things in orderdimtain their image.

Even Christians are plagued with this desire ta liea self-image. We
are in contact daily with the world, and its infhees easily rub off on us if
we are not on guard.

To the Christian, "image is everything" also. Buisiimportant that the
Christian bear the proper image. One of the somgsir hymnal goes like
this, "More and more like Jesus, | would ever be&r&land more like Je-
sus, My Savior who died for me." We, as Christiaarg, to bear the image
of Christ and of those things that are heavenly.

Our common desire is to be more like Christ, ndiémutstanding as in-
dividuals. We strive for singleness of heart andhdnwith Christ. Our
verse above implies that a change has taken pfaoerilives. Once we
bore the image of the earthy, but now we bearriiege of the heavenly.
How and when does this change take place?
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Second Corinthians 3:18 reads, "But we all, witeroface beholding as
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed th® same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the LordHis takes place at con-
version. The new birth brings about the experieoicbeholding as in a
glass the glory of the Lord. In that experience 8pirit enters our lives
and initiates a conforming, in part, to the imagée Lord.

We are then to grow in that experience. We contifmube conformed
more and more to that image as the Spirit reve@asain our lives that
need consecration. And so we take on the Lordenéks by degrees. In
this sanctification, we forsake the image of sk#ing resolved to follow
God no matter what! This is not a work that we d@urselves, although
we play a part in it. Notice that the above vertdes that it is God,
through the Spirit, who initiates the change in ioegs.

Acts 3:16 says, "And his name through faith in teéne hath made this
man strong, whom ye see and know: yea, the faittchwis by him hath
given him this perfect soundness in the presenggofall.” Our faith in
God's work on Calvary frees us from the self-image gives us a new
image with "perfect soundness." This change froenghrthly image to the
heavenly image would not be possible without thedshlood of Christ.
Second Corinthians 5:19, says "To wit, that God im&Shrist, reconciling
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespaEssinto them; and hath
committed unto us the word of reconciliation." Thlsange does not take
place because we deserve it nor because of ourighteousness. There-
fore, we come with a deep sense of unworthiness. féleling of unwor-
thiness should continue with us throughout our §ttam life.

Psalm 17 is David's prayer that he would bear Gddisess in all areas
of his life and that the Lord would preserve hironfr his enemies and the
world. His opening statement is that the Lord woladttend unto my cry,
give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out ofrfedjlips.” Sincerity in our
Christian lives is ever so important if we are ®ab Christ's image. To
speak with feigned lips means that the image wepargaying is outward
only. The inner man has not experienced that neetladge. The inner
and outer man being united in reverence toward i§suhcerity.

Again, one of the hymnal songs says, "l need Theeydhour, Stay Thou
near by; Temptations lose their pow'r When Thounayh." Realizing our
great need for the Lord to be our help and stavaty moment will cause
us to seek for Him with our whole heart, soul, miadd strength. Many
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times we tend to put our trust in our talents apititees instead of remem-
bering from whence we came.

We are dealing with an enemy that has over sixghod years of experi-
ence in bringing men's souls down to hell. Why de ewen consider
whether we can stand on our own strength? To hidieruthe shadow of
God's wing means to be placed completely undempkitecting hand. We
need the Lord daily, hourly, moment by moment. A& world rushes on,
seeking its self-image, it is constantly strivingr findependence. The
Christian, though, as he seeks the image of Clsisgnstantly striving for
dependence on the Lord.

The last verse of Psalm 17 is the crowning statémithis Psalm: "As
for me, I will behold thy face in righteousnesshiall be satisfied, when |
awake, with thy likeness" (v. 15). Proper spirituadion allows us to be-
hold the face of God. When we see Him, we will hargged into His like-
ness. This verse implies also that our will is gite the Lord. God created
every man with a will. It is something that He wilht dominate. It is a gift
to man to use to voluntarily yield ourselves to HiWvhat greater gift can
we bestow upon the Lord than voluntarily giving lbbags Him the control
of our lives? Paul said, "I am crucified with Chrisevertheless | live; yet
not 1, but Christ liveth in me: and the life whitinow live in the flesh |
live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved naed gave himself for
me" (Gal. 2:20). We can see here that Paul's valt wot his own anymore.
He had yielded it to the Lord so that God's wiltldnis were one. "But he
that is joined unto the Lord is one spirit" (I C6rl7).

We can look to Christ for our perfect example witgnking of bearing
God's image. Let's look at some of His attribuSsnetimes perfect means
full grown or complete. Was Christ not perfect (fgtown, complete) in
all that He did? Most certainly, we say, yes. Bseade was His Father's
Son, He surrendered His will and followed obedieiml simple abandon-
ment. This is that perfection that we need to comtht strive for—to be in
complete obedience to the Lord's will. This is whaheans to bear His
image.

When we are lost in Christ in complete abandonm&atpegin to take
on His image. As we continue in that state, we 'beis image. This is
where many of us face difficulty. Matthew 6:22, €Thght of the body is
the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whiobdy shall be full of
light." Jesus had single, focused vision when ihedo the will of the Fa-
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ther. He knew His purpose for being here, and Hx¢ Kés eye on the goal,
although He knew it meant pain and suffering. Carsay from the bottom
of our hearts that our first and most importantl go#o be faithful to God's
will in our lives? What if God would have a diffeteplan than what our
thinking is? Is it easy for us to lay down our @and goals when they
conflict with God's will for us? When the test caneve find answers to
these questions.

God's people are challenged with bearing the inbhgeir Lord and Sav-
ior in these last days. The Bible speaks of tmwetas being perilous. Do
we recognize it as such? There are many warnin@oalis Word that ex-
hort us to be awake, alert, on the watch, prayerdober, and circumspect
in our walk. We have only one opportunity to mak&iheaven. May we
make every effort possible to bear the image ofLivel Jesus Christ and
not in any way be satisfied until we awake witht ihaage.

Bro. David: From The Messenger of Truth. Used by permission.

SAY THANK YOU FOR THE CROSS
If we had it in our power
To create new worlds of beauty
Hills and valleys of a thousand royal hues,
If we gained the greatest riches from all cornédrhe earth
Ours to give away however we might choose,
If we wrote the most majestic
And the sweetest sounds of music
That would echo throughout all eternity,
Or could pen the words of genius that would tuenworld around
And go on to change the course of history,
If we offered up our homes,
Our lands, and even those we love
As small payment, never thinking of our loss,
We could count it all as worthless,
For there's nothing we can give
To thank the Lord, our loving Saviour, for the @os
Author Unknown
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APLACETOFILL — AGIFT TO USE.

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

| have often been inspired by this topic of theyotiChrist, along with |
Corinthians 12:14-16: "For the body is not one membut many. If the
foot shall say, Because | am not the hand, | anohtie body; is it there-
fore not of the body? And if the ear shall say, &ee | am not the eye, |
am not of the body; is it therefore not of the bty

None of us would blame our ears for not being ablsee or our hands
for not being able to walk. Yet, do we sometimawsdt¢o do that in the
church, the spiritual body of Christ? We have affecent gifts, but yet we
are all one body.

Some have the gift of seeing when someone is ubtecand needs help.
There may be nothing said, but it is visible tosthavith the gift of sight.
Others have a gift of hearing when someone is ¢paidifficulty or strug-
gle. It may not be said in so many words, but thegle the gift of hearing
will pick up on the tone of voice or attitude. Dwse who have the gift of
sight sometimes look at the ones with the hearmdysay, "How can they
not see?" Or those with the hearing, "How can th@yhear?" Some have
the gift of feeling what others are going throughheut actually having
gone through it themselves. And yet, with all oiffedent gifts, we are all
one body.

We all have different places to fill, and we allnkdogether. Some might
have a more noticeable place to fill than otheus that doesn't necessarily
say it is the better job or place. In fact, the sathapter of 1 Corinthians,
verse 23, reads, "And those members of the bodichwive think to be
less honourable, upon these we bestow more abuhdaatr.” So let's not
be discontent with what we think is an insignifitgtace in the body of
Christ. Those who are the least noticed are thermonorable.

| have been impressed with Ephesians 2:21: "In whadinthe building
fitly framed together groweth unto a holy templehe Lord." | remember
the evening | was baptized that the minister predain this verse. | was
so happy to be a part of this building that isyfilamed together. It re-
minds me of the building blocks we had at home #imapped together to
build almost any kind of structure you wanted. ®@fexk by itself was ba-
sically useless. But when you put it together vather blocks, you had a
solid structure that was hard to break apart. Aeeglad to be a part of this
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solid structure?

Are we willing to be built together with our brotiseand sisters for a
habitation of God through the Spirit? Or do we fmarselves wanting to
extricate ourselves from the structure and stefx bad criticize the body
of Christ?

Remember that we all are part of the body of Chudé all need to fill
our places and be a part of that solid structuae ithfitly framed together.
Just like the building blocks, we by ourselves @ardo much. But when
we are built together with the other blocks we Helfiorm a solid structure
that is hard to break apart.

| am glad to be a member of the body of Christ.

Sster Sara.

SPECIAL NOTE

Recently the question of Burial or Cremation wassed and some
thoughts in the form of a piece of prose by oneyMzellamy came to our
attention during some research on this subject. prbse is published in
this issue and if any reader would like the infotiora we have available
on a “Christian Perspective Regarding Burial orrtagon” please feel
free to contact us and request same.

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
E-mail: shimara2@bigpond.com
Web:  www.anabaptistmennonites.org

-24 -
g Watchman what of the night? Watchman what of the Night? j\\ﬁi




