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From The Editor's Desk.

Do believing and conviction go together?

Do my convictions shape my beliefs?

Does what | belief shape my conviction?

Does my belief express itself in my conviction?
Which comes first, belief or conviction?

Many profess to have strong convictions aboutetbing but are not al-
ways able to back it up with a satisfactory explemmaas to how they ar-
rived at their conviction, their belief in the natis unformulated and eas-
ily swayed by the persuasive words of others and #re liable to change
their conviction.

As Christians are our convictions based on tiehanging Word of God,
is our belief of such a standard and strength ithednnot be shaken and
hence our convictions are likewise rock solid aadked by Scripture?

Is my faith and your faith built on the one amdy Rock, Jesus Christ?
Or is it built on the shaky ground of human thoughd carnality?

This month there are excerpts from messageshandrritings of godly
men who have thought upon this subject of belief @mvictions and how
they bring us to the place where our anchor isfaitin in the atoning work
of Christ at Calvary and the Church of which Hehis head and which is
truly our Ark of Safety in a wicked and self desting world.

What you believe does matter! Our convictiores iarportant! What you
believe forms your convictions and will be expresse your journey
through life. Depending on what you believe anddb&vorking of that it
will bring you to one of the two destinations Stuie so plainly outline —
heaven or hell.

It truly is your choice so choose wisely for en@u arrive at your desti-
nation there is no return. So make you journey kweanile and your desti-
nation the New Jerusalem the city of our God whéeeawaits His bride
the Church and those belong to it.

Take time someday soon and meditate upon thelsvof that well
known hymn “The Solid Rock” and it will give you rolu direction as to

whom and what our beliefs and convictions shoulddiaupon. JvL.
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MINISTER'S CORNER .

Believe.

You may open your Bibles to the Book of Johstlr perhaps to one of
the key verses of this book. This morning | woule Ito think for just a
few moments about the word "believe" It is a verymary theme in the
Book of John and we are given a perspective to'dokartings within his
gospel where the Apostle explains how he decideat wdhwrite and what
he did not write.

He says in John 20:31: “But these are writtkat ye might believe that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that\nietieye might have life
through his name.

Back in John 1:12 we notice this thought of éehg is introduced in
this verse: “But as many as received him, to the@weghe power to be-
come the sons of God, even to them that beliey@®name.”

The words "received" and "believe" are synonymoushat verse.

Now let's go to chapters 3, it is the familidorg of Nicodemus, | re-
membered Nicodemus though he was a spiritual mam tlwat was much
more ready to exercise his belief or his knowlettggn many of the Phari-
sees were. Jesus had explained some things to éficedthat Nicodemus
was puzzled by. In verse 9 Nicodemus exclaimed: ldaw these things
be? (John 3:9)

There are some things about "believe” that ard ko explain, there are
some things that are beliefs that don't necessétilywto simple logic.
There are some things that are hardly even comtamehe thought of
knowledge, there are things that we believe thatreste but we can
hardly claim that even as knowledge. Let's begadirey at verse 11 and
notice the emphasises to believe:

John 3:11-18

“Verily, verily, | say unto thee, We speak that d@know, and testify
that we have seen; and ye receive not our witdds$ have told you
earthly things, and yeelieve not, how shall ydelieve,if | tell you of heav-
enly things?3And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but heaha
down from heaven, even the Son of man which isavin.
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14And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wildesnesen so must the
Son of man be lifted ugsThat whosoevebelievethin him should not per-
ish, but have eternal lifééFor God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoewefievethin him should not perish, but
have everlasting lifé’For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him mightdaared.

18He thatbelievethon him is not condemned: but he thalievethnot is
condemned already, because he hattbel@vedin the name of the only
begotten Son of God.
And verse 36: “He thdtelieveth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
thatbelieveth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath oti@bideth on
him.”

The story is told of a missionary in one of tegions of Africa as he was
endeavoring to translate the gospel of John indonttive title, he had not
discovered a word within the native vocabulary tt@ttained the thought
of the word "believe" and he had struggled to fom& and not finding any
he went on leaving that spot blank in the verselseawas translating, but
you can imagine that was a wee bit of an unsatsfa@pproach when the
Book of John so focuses on believing and belief.

Then one day there was a messenger who had momiag into the vil-
lage from a neighboring village through the jungleyas a very difficult
and strenuous task, when the runner reached theescginthe village he
had, because he was so exhausted, flung himselaihlemmock that was
strung there between two trees and then he sairé that the missionary
did not understand, did not know what it meant s@bked one of the by-
standers: "What did he say, what did he mean?"

And the person explained that the runner waggayat all he can do
right now is to rest all his weight on this hammokle was resting all his
weight on it was the English translation that heswvgaven and that ap-
pealed to the missionary that that is one of thammgs of the words "be-
lieve" Resting our weight on God’s Word.

| think there is truth in that as we think abauir lesson, as we think
about what Jesus was explaining to Nicodemus, athiwwk about living a
Christian life today. Knowledge and believe aretna¢ synonyms because
people can know and not rest their weight on whay tkknow, but as we
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"believe" as Jesus said here, as we believe in B&mye entrust our entire
present, past and future then we are saved, wersltglerish, He that be-
lieveth on Him is not condemned.

It is not enough to have knowledge, it is notwggioto give a mental as-
sent but there must be a proactive response otbemwe will have a dead
faith, James says faith without works is deadmgka2:20, 26)

This morning do we count it a privilege to hahe opportunities that
helps us believe, that helps us to respond withentimain just words. Can
we sense the importance of endeavoring to restualiveight, so that our
entire scope of life leans on this one fact thatdeChrist is the Son of God
and that He loved the world so much that He cangave His life for our
salvation.

May the Lord bless our knowledge and further loelref in His revealed
Word. May the Lord help us to believe with all afraveight on His prom-
ises and order our lives according to His direction

The Importance of Personal Conviction

A conviction is a strong belief and purpose of hear the state of be-
ing convinced, relating to moral issues. A conegittbecomes personal
when truth involving an issue grips one’s heart amdcan no longer be
non-committed or indifferent. Personal convictaees not depend on an-
other for support, but can stand alone as did Damnie Joseph.

The basis for conviction must ever be embodiedhm truth of the
Word. It is possible to possess convictions wlhnakie no Scriptural foun-
dation. Many of the cults of today have strongwctions for which they
willingly give their lives. Saul of Tarsus had sactions which issued into
persecution for the early Christians. He thoughtMas doing God a ser-
vice for he said, “I have lived in all good conswe before God unto this
day” (Acts 23:1). He also said, “I did it ignorgnin unbelief” (1 Timothy
1:13). His conscience was not enlightened. Bigrdhe Damascus road
experience, he was directed by a conscience uhdaontrol of Christ.
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Personal convictions are important because we will be tested. “Be-
loved, think it not strange concerning the fiengltwhich is to try you as
though some strange thing happened unto you” (&rRel2). Life is a
proving ground, and it is as the saying goes, ‘&f don’'t stand for some-
thing, we will fall for anything.” The enemy of ospuls uses many tactics
to intimidate and to break down resistance. Ydahe testings unique to
their sphere of life. The world is alluring; tHedgh is easily attracted; soci-
ety is saying “be someone, make for yourself a nafarents are tested
by economic demands. The pressure is on to sucto@tsubstandard of
holiness of life and doctrine. In the heat of ffi¢mals, it is personal con-
viction that cries from within, “How can | do thigeat wickedness and sin
against God?”

Personal convictions are a restraint in an immoral society. The pro-
fessing church has lost its abhorrence of immgral®in no longer seems
exceedingly sinful. The voice of truth is almoderst, therefore society
has little restraint. The torch of holiness o¢li growing dim. We must
be challenged to let our light so shine before riet they maysee(be
convicted) our good works (result of conviction)daglorify our Father
which is in heaven.

As time draws near to a close, the moral fibrehefworld is eroding (2
Thessalonians 2:3). Jesus’ prayer on behalf otlthech was not that the
Father would take them out of the world, but th& Would keep them
from the evil. Holy Spirit enlightened convictioage essential to maintain
the Scriptural lines of separation. It was persaoaviction that enabled
Joseph to live a godly life, and to stand alon¢he midst of immorality
and great temptation.

Personal convictions stem the tide of apostasy. Unless we as God’s
people possess and propagate Bible-based condctoam history will be
a repeat of the past. The flood waters of aposaesyunning rampant and
gaining momentum. The church can be likened toldegp (a piece of land
reclaimed from the sea, that was once uselesss Iotv productive). The
dikes surrounding the polder may be likened to adions. It is said,
“They who live in polders must tend dikes.” The &ratare ever beating
upon the dikes and as they gain momentum, the ymesscreases. Per-
sonal convictions add to the strength of the dik@hie question is not,
“Can we keep the water out?” but “Will we keep tinaters out?”
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Personal convictions are a stabilizing force in our lives. There are
many voices and winds of doctrine challenging tiharity and relevancy
of the Scriptures. Question marks are being pure/iod placed periods.
Where the Scriptures say, “God said”, man is sayiiYgea, hath God
said?” Church leaders and parents, let us be ratddyrounded upon the
solid rock Jesus Christ. May our testimony be, dGaid it. | believe it.
That settles it.” As sin comes in like a flood, weist lift high the banner
of truth and not be ashamed of the Gospel of ChBsception and fallacy
must be refuted by Holy Ghost preaching and teachiihis will issue
into the development and strengthening of persoaaVictions and con-
tribute to the stability of our homes and church&ay our testimony be
as Apostle Paul's “For | know whom | have believadd am persuaded”
(2 Timothy 1:12) — that is conviction.

Personal convictions are a contribution to group conviction. Convic-
tions can be compared to a rope with each fibreriburting to its support
and strength. More fibres add more strength. Hewea thick rope made
of poor quality fibres will break under test, alsoope with deteriorated fi-
bres is of little value. The future of the chuadides depend on each mem-
ber. We are either contributing to its strengthiterdeterioration. The
uniting of personal conviction in a church groumstitutes a mighty force
which the gates of hell (powers of evil) cannotroeee.

In a spiritual fellowship, personal convictions slibalways comple-
ment group convictions. The Spirit of Christ igeunited. There may be
a degree of variation in conviction on issues omctvhhe church has not
spoken. However, Scriptural conviction will never in competition with
a spiritual brotherhood.

Personal convictions are important because of retributive judgement.
Everyone will be judged “according to the deedsedonhis body accord-
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good of fadCorinthians 5:10).
That which we do or leave undone is greatly infeezhby our conscience.
When faced with a decision or temptation, our ctms® brings its influ-
ence to bear upon our will. An active, properlyemted conscience is a
loud voice and mighty force, helping us to choaghtly. A weak (1 Co-
rinthians 8:9), defiled (Titus 1:15), seared (I Gitmy 4:2), conscience is of
little value and easily quieted to the victory atamnic forces leading men
to destruction. Our eternal destination as wethas of our family — that
of our people and posterity — is affected by ouricés.

-7 -
g Through Sanctification of the Spirit and BebéfT ruth j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 7 NO 7 — JULY 2010 12

May our testimony ring with the apostle’s when leds“Herein do |
exercise myself to have always a conscience voidffehce toward God
and toward men (Acts 24:16).

Brother Mervin E. Martin, The Eastern Mennonite firasny, June, 1988

A GARDEN EASTWARD IN EDEN- OUR HOMES
“And the Lord God planted a garden eastward in Edend there he put
the man whom he had forme@enesis 2:8.

| have been impressed lately with the thoughbtwf homes being as a
garden. In the beginning, God saw fit to place defta beautiful garden,
filled with trees that were pleasant to the sightl ood for food. He
placed the newly created man in the garden andhioldto dress and keep
it.

That garden was a lovely place. It was a pldagueetness and rest until
the serpent came one day and, through temptatiorihensubsequent sin,
destroyed forever the innocence and lovelines&tiiefoday, also, we see
too many homes, even among our circles, that areghendermined and
destroyed by allowing sin. Thus their beauty amtesdness is marred and
scarred, sometimes forever, never reaching thehtseigf happiness that
God in His love has planned for them. God's peaplst catch a vision of
this garden eastward in Eden and put forth our atrafforts to truly dress
and keep it as God would desire.

Part of keeping the beauty of this garden isitbun the words of Moses
in Deuteronomy 6:6-7: "And these words, which | coamd thee this day,
shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach tliigently unto thy chil-
dren, and shalt talk of them when thou sitteshing house, and when thou
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, ahédmthou risest up.”

These verses are still relevant for parentsytodahe gospel age. They
place a great and serious responsibility upon us.

It speaks here of having the commandments irhearts. For example,
in order for us to teach our children purity, ufisél giving of themselves,
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and kindness, these virtues and principles mustle in our hearts as par-
ents. It is imperative that we take every chance ahildren give us to
teach and train them. | have prayed for a greatorvin this area. We
should take advantage of the times when they sadrudisobey, seizing the
moment to reach in and touch their eternal souls.

With a busy schedule, this is difficult at timésit may we have a vision
of the child's future. Dealing with that little disedience today may bring
forth great fruit in the future, making a differenfive years from now, or
perhaps even ten or fifteen. On the other hand/ litiie" attitudes, dis-
obedience, and even moods we allow today will atsmeday bring forth
fruit, and it may very well be to our shame.

These verses also speak of "when thou liest dawd "when thou risest
up.” | have to think of the importance of familyvid¢ions and the togeth-
erness we need as a family around what is calledfémily altar." Those
times together are very likely what children winmember and cherish
when they are adults with homes of their own. Theésegs take self-
denial, taking the time once or twice a day whené&weorks best, to read
the Word of God, sing together, and pray. Theseadse good times to
share and reflect upon the happenings of the dayeliss teaching our lit-
tle ones to pray. If devotions are performed inuaribd way out of duty,
that also will send a message to our children.

Another verse that has become very impressiveeds Revelation 22:2,
"In the midst of the street of it, and on eithefesof the river, was there the
tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruitedayielded her fruit every
month: and the leaves of the tree were for theimgaif the nations.” |
have often wondered what the last part of thisevengant, "The leaves of
the tree were for the healing of the nations.” Aseditated upon this, dif-
ferent thoughts came to me.

When we look at a large, healthy tree in eadgnmser, we see many
leaves. It makes me think of this tree of life,lwits many leaves, as repre-
senting a limitless storehouse of remedies. Her limitless pharmacy,
we could say, which God is willing to open to usvé will but ask Him. It
is inevitable that trials, problems, and perplestwill come in our homes,
especially when we think of child training, the seeaf adolescence, and
young adulthood. But it seems that God has ansfeenss as we come to
Him in humility, sometimes even with the child byrcside, and beg Him
for wisdom and direction. The "leaves" are therediar use if we but avail
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ourselves of them.

As | further pondered this verse, | had to thofkhow those healing
leaves could very well be our own children. Are raesing children that
will be a "healing" to the nations, a blessing tankind? Are we doing
what we can in preparing our children to give thelwes fully to any ser-
vice or calling God would lead them to? The titfteadbook, Raising Your
Children for Christ, (by Andrew Murray), holds foéat thought.

We all appreciate a family whose children arel walned and mannered.
These children have been taught to be kind, tokspebitely, and to work.
No training will be perfect, but where God has béss head and where
His guidance has been sought—His healing leavézaati—there will be a
family that is truly a blessing. This family willeba true witness to a sick
world lost in sin and evil, as well as being a wia to the lukewarm Chris-
tianity.

Now we come back to the garden. What does yardan look like? Is it
a beautiful place of quietness and rest, a placeravthere is respect and
love? Does each live for the other, and all togetihey live for God? Is it a
place that sends forth a call to a dying worldjting people to something
higher? Someone once said, "I am not an old penstnanswers but a
young person with questions.” That is how | fe@r Fe these are serious
guestions, which | need to answer for myself. I\Wrichave failed, and |
will fail as a parent, but my prayer is that Godlwomehow fill in the
gaps and help me.

May He help us to keep our garden free from we&eée from sin, that
our children can be leaves that are for the healfrige nations.

Brother Ben.

Ot is uot too late

to neach what God

desines for you.
Heaven!
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The Church - An Ark of Safety.
From a message given by Brother Carpenter

Flora Mennonite Church - 2009.
Concluding from the June Issue.

When is our church an Ark of Safety?

You will notice that | used the term chourch rather thanthe church.
When is a church and Ark of safety? | heard a mesteyday make the
comment that, he was quoting someone else, hetlsaicthe church of
Christ is infinitely divisible. | got the impressidrom the way that he had
said it that whoever had made that statement wiéteadisappointed in
that and | think that, | don't know the person wimuld have all had said
it, but when we look at scenes on this earth |wagerstand why a person
would come to that conclusion.

And so in order to find their way through thisnd realise that there are
many options and many different churches, manyer#fit groups, claim-
ing making various claims, some are saying thay #ire the only church,
there aren't very many like that but there are saine are saying that we
are the right people when and if you are seriowiafollowing the Lord
you will come and join us.

Well we don't agree with that without trying jtadge those who make
that claim, we still had to evaluate what grougpebple we associate with,
which simply we choose to become a part of and wlassembly we
choose to allow to influence us. | think that isnhing that we have to
pay attention to that whenever we become a pagnesver we voluntarily
become a part of a congregation, a group of belkewend Fellowship of
believers, we are choosing whom we will allow téluance us and our
children. | think it is important that we pay attiem to wear that group is
going, what kind of influence that will be in ouvéds and in the lives of
our children.

So we raise this question. When is a church anofAdafety?

And Matthew 18I think gives us a number of answers first of alVerses
1 to 4when each member is converted. In verse three 3esdsising the
illustration of a little child: Verily | say untoou except you be converted
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and become as little children you shall not ent#o ithe kingdom of
heaven.

Convert means to twist to turn quite aroundt thavhat has to happen to
us in order for us as a body of believers to bé&knof safety. If the flesh
is not crucified, if the will is not surrenderedttee Lord Jesus Christ what
is going to happen in the assembly? One is goingajgpen? Well you
know there is get to the conflicts, instead of bieg together harmoni-
ously there is going to be clashes, there's gargetconflicts if flesh is in
control, if the spirit of God is not in control. IBeeeking pride is not a part
of children, humility and teachableness is so mmoine the case.

| remember on one occasion witnessing a coofpthildren playing in

one of the children said about something: Thatigeblin the other one
said: No it's not, it is green. Then the first zagd: It is green. Just readily
agreed with the second one and | thought abouiffateht times that was
the end of it. Have you ever seen that happen adtlits? Where there is
that ready an agreement? You know there is sontethins, we probably
have but not on that same level but in other aveatiave seen it, but it
takes a converted heart you know to have that heitgasichable spirit of a
child and to make the church and Ark of safety.

Verses 5 and @Gwhen is a church an Ark of safety? In the secoradel
when members readily accept and love each oth@pds workmanship.
Whosoever shall receive one such a little childniyn name receiveth me
but whosoever shall offend one of those little ottest believeth me it
would be better for him that a millstone were hahgbout his neck and if
he were drowned in the depths of the sea.

When members readily accept and love each oth@pds workmanship.

This is quite a challenge for us mortals, arsppéak from personal ex-
perience, this is quite a challenge to us. Jesigstba first and greatest
commandment is to love the Lord with all our hebhet second is like to it,
love our neighbour as ourselves. Have you beenigoed of the truth of
that in your life in experiences that you have laadyou observed your
own responses to other people, have you been amwiof that as you ob-
served others lives? Well if you are observanoif pay attention you will
discover that is truth, that's just the way ittlsgse are the two greatest
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commandment is of course the second one is modifigde new Testa-
ment, love one another as | have loved you. Bug thing of accepting
each other as God's workmanship can be quite ¢enlal for us because
as | look at my brother, as | look at my sisteahsee some things, maybe
the things that stand out to me easily, are thegththat | wish were differ-
ent, the things that | think could be improved.

But then | believe we need to put some delileeedfort into looking at
our brethren and sisters differently, instead ofitng the critical why that
says this and that and the other thing ought tmghal know for myself
that it takes some effort to look at the other sidd what other things that
| can appreciate in this brother, this sister, wather things that | can pat-
tern after, how can | learn from his life, from hiée? And I think that will
be a very great help to us if we look at each othéhat manner and we
seek to learn from one another and so if theremseshing that isn't the
way it ought to be how can | help to influence timaa gentle manner, right
way?

A third answer to this question when is a chuachArk of safety is
found in verse seven, when each member strivesdiol @iving occasion
for another to stumblé/Jatthew 18:7.

Woe unto the world for offences for it must neée@ that offences come
but woe unto that man by whom the offence cometh.

An offence is an occasion of stumbling. Now luibunderstand these
verses to be saying that everyone of us will offettters at some time, it
must needs be that offences come but woe untorthatby whom that the
offence cometh. | don't know if it is possible farhuman to live without
somewhere or other having his foot in another's imag spiritual sense,
and we ought to pray that the Lord would deliverfrasn that. We ought
strife, when each member strives to avoid givingason for another to
stumble, that should be our goal, whether it beoghler in the church or a
neighbour, a stranger, what is the influence of lii@? Is it helpful? Or
have you ever thought about it maybe in travellimgpugh a train station
or through an airport you might see, have you éwveught about it that the
person that you see there, there might be quienatiiat which is never
ever see again in your life than just that littie df time when they ob-
served your life, your face, your facial expression whatever it might be,
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what do they think? What sticks with them, whatis impression left, that
| leave for God or against God in that little bittione?

And then in a greater way what is the influenpen my neighbour that
sees me day after day after day, or the person thaitk with? Is it the in-
fluence of godliness or my brother bringing himsebto the church, my
brother in the church, my sister, what is the iafilce? Is my life two faced,
do | say one thing and live another? Or is themssbency that make the
words have a lot more meaning and truth that Ilspé& all know how to
speak truth, it is not so terribly difficult for ue speak truth that we are
challenged more but putting it into practice.

Verses eight and ninpdén the fourth place, the church is an Ark of safe
when each member mortifies his own flesh.

Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thed them off, if thine eye
offend thee cut it out. He is saying deal hard wii# flesh. | don't believe
that Jesus is mean by this that the first thingdees to go cut off tour
hand and pluck out our eyes in a literal senseagethee individuals who
have done that because of these verses, but hédlat He is speaking
about mortifying our flesh in a spiritual way thve¢ crucified, put to death,
mortify, and more is a place for dead bodies andtifganeans to put to
death, we are called to mortify our flesh. You knmany, many areas in
which we have opportunities that, many opportugjtimany, many areas
where we need to mortify our own flesh, we want own way, our own
will and maybe it is just at the home level, insted helping out in the
home we just like to sit down and take it easy bedserved instead of
serving, many different areas where our flesh néeth® mortified and this
applies in the church as well.

The church is an Ark of safety when each membetifiesr his own flesh.

Verses 10 to 14when every soul is valued highly, Matthew 18 esrd0O
to 14. Take heed that ye despise not one of tliigeones; | believe it
ought to be painful to us every time someone chotséeave us, it ought
to be painful to us, it should not give us joy. Andhe midst of life’s ex-
periences we need to look at other souls, everthérpevery sister, as an
asset to the body of Christ, each one has a bdadjiing and it should be
our desire to see each one prosper and grow ibditeand to do what we
-14 -
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can to influence each other to that end. When esewy is valued highly
that is when a church is an Ark of safety.

Verses 15 to 1,iwvhen each member takes personal responsibilitguaty
and for peace in the church

Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against tlgeeand tell him his
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall leee, thou hast gained thy
brother.

If he shall trespass against thee, if he does gawething wrong go and
talk to him about it, go and talk to her abouthis is what we mean when
ever we practice feet washing, | am saying thanlvalling to help you
keep a clean walk, when | let you wash my feet Isaying I'm willing to
let you help me keep a clean walk. And that is ale/ot easier to watch
each other's feet in a physical literal sense thems to do what it means
and this Scripture is calling us to do that. Andkmew that the Bible says
that we are to do it in the spirit of meekness,sadering thyself lest thou
also be tempted. But brethren and sisters it isobtiee things that we need
to do, that a church needs to do if it is goingo&an Ark of safety. We
need to point out to each other areas where we fadled and I'm not say-
ing it is every time. How many times have you fdiland afterwards
wished very much that you hadn't?

You know sometimes we come to that realisation elues and if we
have offended, if we had trespassed against ouhdaréthen we ought to
go and apologise to him. But the fact is that dahitays look equally the
same to us, you have probably discovered that thierdimes when ever
when someone else maybe says something to yowesrsiaonething to you
that he seems to be able to go on his way withaoking more about it
and you look at yourself and say: If | had dond tbhahim | wouldn't feel
right until | went and apologise. And you know tBible speaks about the
need for bearing and forbearing, and I'm not haggssting that we ought
to be quick to jump to do these things that | thinis something we need
to do with carefulness but | also know my tendeag | think it is human
tendency to just shrink back from this. It is nealty that easy to do to go
and speak to our brother about his wrong in a rggiit and the right tim-
ing, we need the Lord direction in it but it is setimng that is necessary
for a church to be an Ark of safety.
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Next inverses 17 and J8&vhen they leaders exercise their God given re-
sponsibility and authority in the fear of God:"

And if he shall neglect to hear them, télunto the church: but if he ne-
glect to hear the church, let him be unto theenalsemthen man and a pub-
lican. 18Verily | say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bindearth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall looseath shall be loosed in
heaven.

Now some view verse 18 to be saying that the chisrdot authorised to
bind or loose anything but what is already boundheaven, and there is
certainly some truth to that, in other words tharch leaders have no au-
thority to go beyond what the scriptures directwidwoer | believe also that
God has given a responsibility to the church teatary similar to the re-
sponsibility that he has given to the parents atiuink it is many times
misunderstood and not equated. When we think attmutresponsibility
that God has given the parents to give directioth&r children for their
well being, I've used this illustration already: Wknow some parents de-
cide that their children need to go to bed at emblock in some decide
that they need to get to bed at 830 and othersleé¢lsat they need to get to
bed at nine. Well what's the reason, what's theoreéor the difference?

Well in every case the parents are seeking to dat vehgood for their
children, they are exercising their judgement fog tvell-being of their
children and you know in a home if the parents tiadded that the chil-
dren need to go to bed at eight o'clock the childesist that they are in
the wrong, and they are not any more justified #ot wil nine o'clock just
because some other parents have decided thatatbeot justified in that.
And so God has given parents responsibility to lafi&r the well-being of
their children and in the process not all parerakaerthe same judgements
there is variation. And so it is also in churchesttin an effort to seek the
well-being of the members not all groups make #mesjudgements.

But does God expect those who sincerely want tovfioHim to follow
the guidelines of the group that they are a p&twhy by all means. Just
as He expects the children to follow the guidelinégheir parents, not
somebody else's parents, so also in church gro@exgects the same
thing. And if, we are not saying that there areinots we are not saying
that, that parents can decide to just any thingtaatichildren have to obey
them regardless. | had the first year | went to haisfian school that
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teaches that | had had been raised by her gramdpatreer grandmother,
and her grandmother asked to do things on Sundaty sie felt were
wrong to do on Sunday and she tells her grandmattarshe would be
very willing to do those things on Monday but sheénd want to do them
today on Sunday, and | believe that was a propgomse. So we are say-
ing that there are some limits, yes certainly,¢herch doesn't have the au-
thority to transgress the scriptures that inside shope of applying the
principles of Scripture when if we are part of aup that is seeking to fol-
low the scriptures she does have that right, dege khat authority on the
basis of this Scripture and others to do some hgpand some binding and
to say here is where the lines are. Then you aheén are responsible to
give our support where the lines are drawn wherdhders exercise their
God given responsibility and authority in the feaod.

Versus 19 and 2lwhen it's a church an Ark of safety when members

earnestly seek God’s help to be reconciled in €hris

Again | say unto you, That if two of you shaliree on earth as touch-
ing any thing that they shall ask, it shall be démethem of my Father
which is in heaver?%or where two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am | in the midst of them.

Now in my Bible there is a paragraph marker aferse 20 and it is at
the beginning of the verse 21 and the beginningeade 15, it is interesting
to notice the connection then between verse 20 twkwe have often
guoted and thought about applying to a small asbeut the context here
is actually the context of a brother going and kpwgato his brother who is
transgress against him, trespassed against thamsttwo, he and the one
he is speaking to, and then if he won't hear thke two or three more. So
the context here is actually a context of beinggneded to one another, if
two of you shall agree on earth as touching anygtiiney shall ask, what
might two ask for in that situation where one iesprassed against the
other? Well maybe they will ask for forgiveness,yimathey'll ask if the
Lord would increase their love for one another, araybe one will ask the
Lord to bless the other who has had the couragerte and speak to him
and show him his need. You know you can think aéeothings that might
be asked when members earnestly seek God's hdhe t@conciled in
Christ.
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One more thought fromerses 21 to 3when is a church an Ark of
safety when the members freely forgive each otkerChrist.
This is the story Jesus gives of the man who owk@QD talents, it was a
huge sum that he wasn't able to payl his Lord frankly forgave him his
whole debt and then he laid hands on his fellowasdrwho owed him a
100 pence. A huge difference, a huge difference.

And so also with you and with me. How much hasawwéid forgiven us,
He has frankly forgiven us all. John 1:9vas read this morning: "If we
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to foegixssour sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness

THE ANCHOR OF CALVARY

There was an evil hour once when | releasecmicbor of my faith; | cut
the cable of my belief; | no longer moored mysggjht to the coasts of the
Revelation of God; | allowed my vessel to drift kvithe wind; | said to
reason, "You be my captain;” | said to my own bra¥ou be my rudder;"
and | started on my mad voyage. Thank God, itliear now; but | will
tell you its brief history. It was one hurried sag over the tempestuous
ocean of free thought. | went on, and as | werd,skies began to darken;
but to make up for that deficiency, the waters wailiant with the glitter
of brilliancy. | saw sparks flying upward that ptea me, and | thought, "If
this is free thought, it is a good thing." My thduig) seemed like gems, and
| scattered stars with both my hands; but beforey,lanstead of these
flashes of glory, | saw grim fiends, fierce andritde, come up from the
waters, and as | rushed on, they gnashed thein taatl grinned at me;
they seized the bow of my ship and dragged me tilew, in part, was
impressed at the swiftness of my motion, but yeiddlered at the terrific
rate with which | passed the old landmarks of mthfa

As | hurried forward with a dreadful speed, gae to doubt my very ex-
istence; | doubted if there were a world, | doubtiethere were such a
thing, as myself. | went to the very verge of theaany realms of unbelief.
| went to the very bottom of the sea of Unbeliedolubted everything. But
here the devil foiled himself—for the very extramage of the doubt,
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proved its absurdity. Just when | saw the bottorthaf sea, there came a
voice which said, "And can this doubt be true?"tAis very thought I
awoke. | started from that death-dream, which, ®odws, might have
damned my Soul, and ruined my body, if | had noblkesv When | arose,
faith took the helm; from that moment | no longeubted. Faith steered
me back; faith cried, "Away, away!" | cast my ancba Calvary; |

lifted my eye to God; and here | am, "alive, antl@hell.”
Charles Spurgeon - Gems of Grace.

Power to Witness - Part 6.(concluding the series on Power)
“For | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which sthur adversaries shall
not be able to gainsay nor resist.” Luke 21:15.

The world is lying in darkness, and sin is aliing. The heartache and
guilt caused by sin can only be resolved throudbvasian, but when a sin-
ner does not know how to be saved he is withoueh®pe words of the
poet describe this condition so well. "Oh, to haeehope in Jesus! How
dark this world must be!"

The Christian's calling is to witness to the lolsthe saving gospel of Je-
sus Christ. One definition of witness is "publiirahation by word or ex-
ample.” When a seeker sees Bible truths embodiéukitife of a believer
it does something that Bible reading alone cannotldsus says, "And that
repentance and remission of sins should be preanti@d name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are wieesd these things"
Luke 24:47-48.

Acts 6:7-15

And the word of God increased; and the number efdisciples multi-
plied in Jerusalem greatly; and a great comparthefriests were obedi-
ent to the faith8And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great ders
and miracles among the people.
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9Then there arose certain of the synagogue, whiatelied the syna-
gogue of the Libertines, and Cyrenians, and Alekand, and of them of
Cilicia and of Asia, disputing with StephéfAnd they were not able to re-
sist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spdk&hen they suborned
men, which said, We have heard him speak blasphemouds against
Moses, and against Go#And they stirred up the people, and the elders,
and the scribes, and came upon him, and caughtdrithprought him to
the council 13And set up false witnesses, which said, This maseth not
to speak blasphemous words against this holy plwtthe lawi4For we
have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazarethdasdroy this place, and
shall change the customs which Moses delivered®Asd all that sat in
the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw hisefas it had been the face
of an angel.

Acts 7:51-60

“Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and epgesdo always resist
the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do>/hich of the prophets have
not your fathers persecuted? and they have slam thhich shewed before
of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have bemm the betrayers
and murderers’3Who have received the law by the disposition ofedsg
and have not kept it*When they heard these things, they were cut to the
heart, and they gnashed on him with their te&But he, being full of the
Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, aad the glory of God,
and Jesus standing on the right hand of G&hd said, Behold, | see the
heavens opened, and the Son of man standing ongtiitehand of God.
57Then they cried out with a loud voice, and stoppear ears, and ran
upon him with one accordAnd cast him out of the city, and stoned him:
and the witnesses laid down their clothes at a goman's feet, whose
name was Saut?And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, andhgayi
Lord Jesus, receive my spirflPAnd he kneeled down, and cried with a
loud voice, Lord, lay not this sin to their chargend when he had said
this, he fell asleep.”

Stephen's power to witness is an inspirationsttoday. The secret of his
power was that he was full of the Holy Ghost anddem (Acts 6:3). The
wonders done by the early church were to conviheeJewish people of
the truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ. The goslpahged lives in wonder-
ful ways. Those who before had lived for self aimdlecame followers of
God.
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Satan did everything in his power to stop thedapread of the truth. He
used ungodly men who also were willing to do amyhtio stop the witness
of the Christians. The early Christians were ndexded by opposition.
They willingly spoke the truth, and God establistieat truth. Yet the very
truth of their witness made their opponents angnd those who opposed
the Christians used the untruth to try to discrédtChristian faith.

The work of convincing people was left to God. HéHfully proved to
those present at Stephen's trial that Stephen weasue follower. They all
"saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.”

Another essential part of Stephen's witness thas it brought his lis-
teners to a decision. Sin was reproved and theolvatyth was made clear.
When the Jews then rejected the truth, they foctisad opposition on the
one who was the mouthpiece for God. They blamegh®te for the cut
they felt in their hearts. If they had accepted mmisssage, the outcome
would have been very different. When Stephen diedyords, "Lord, lay
not this sin to their charge," and his spirit mied the spirit of the cruci-
fied Jesus. With Stephen's death, another faithiuess was laid to rest.
Stephen's faithful witness helped spiritual lifeb® born in others, and so
God's purposes were accomplished.

Christian believers are to bear witness to thepgl message of salvation.

Faithful witnesses help to make God's will knownman. A Christian,
faithfully living the will of God, makes the Biblgnderstandable.
In Luke 24:45-49, that which the Lord's expectsusfis concisely re-
corded. We are to carry the message of repentarteeanission of sins.
For our message to be clear both parts need toldhefdr through the gos-
pel we can live victoriously and without guilt.

It is important that we consider the power iBanhentioned in our lesson
title. Without power from God, our witness fallatfl If the power is of
ourselves it is repulsive to the true seeker. Timeust be a strength from
above that attends our gospel outreach. Obedierntbe Bible gives access
to God's grace. Prayer is a lifeline through whi@hreceive direction and
inspiration from God. On the contrary, a casuatuateé toward Christian
living and a love for the things of this world wglowly but surely erode
our strength. A Christian cannot give testimonystmething he does not
have.

Even though we may be called to witness for Master in a dramatic
way at some point in life, it usually does not staat way. Much of our
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witness takes place in our daily walk of life, irayg of which we are
hardly aware. Opinions are formed in the mindsedgle around us from
small, everyday actions. The expression on our #cka ready smile can
invite people to God and His church. Financial oheml are long remem-
bered, for good or bad. The way we drive makedfardnce.

God often asks us to speak a word for Him. Uguhht involves some
of our time. Schedules that are too tight can caigs® miss opportunities
even before we become aware of them. Our outresabth $truggling hu-
manity in our own communities, and if we feel theseple are not as im-
portant as other people, they will quickly detdctOnly God knows the
depth of heartache that sin brings to peoplesslivieo be selective in
choosing to whom we will witness hinders God's wdrkose who are
deep in sin need a ray of hope.

The mission programs of the church are anothéeaf's ways to reach
out to the world. Through these programs souls atgobeyond the reach
of individual congregations can be touched. TheyHgpirit uses conse-
crated couples in this work to draw souls to tightrivay. When a couple
leaves home, the resulting self-denial and spirgdperience blesses them
almost as much as the ones to whom they witness.

If we are serving in the structured mission eath of the church, we
should be in submission to those responsible feribrk. Their direction
comes from seeing the greater picture together lggbons learned from
many experiences in the past. We must be veryrgatigh those to whom
we are reaching out. God inhabits eternity, andwtigk has that perspec-
tive. He will call men as long as time continues.

In all of our outreach, the united witness c# thue church is essential.
God has given the keys of the kingdom to her. Theah stabilizes and
undergirds our conviction and direction. God resddils will to His united
people and asks them to share it with others whsearching. We cannot
stand apart from God's people and leave a trueesstn

In leading people to a point of decision we rmalstays remember that it
is finally the Holy Spirit that convicts people thieir need for the Saviour
and no amount of persuasive talking on our parhaut the presence of
the Holy Spirit will be effective for a lasting éfin Christ.

We should always be ready should we be to reatto people who ex-
press interest in the faith as displayed by owdivl Peter 3:15.

Adapted from a series of 6 lessons by Gospel fdrbsMoundridge Kansas.
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Free AL LASE
Suggested reading: Exodus 12:30:42 and Exodus 25:1-

There are many striking parallels between ourisiihn journey to
heaven and the journey of the Israelites to theanf’sed Land. Egypt is a
type of the world, and, since we are by natureraigiahis world, it is also
a type of self. Moses is a type of Christ. The f@myrfrom Egypt to the Red
Sea is like our journey to the cross, and our nith s likened to the mi-
raculous deliverance at the Red Sea (1 Cor.10:29l49 crossing of the
Jordan is commonly held as a type of our deathhWiese examples of
God's ability and desire to make a way for His peowhy do we lose
faith? How many more miracles do we need? How ntaoye miracles
until we believe that a full surrender and a simipliéh in God will bring
the same deliverance to us that God gave to |kraglago?

How many more times must God chasten us to @perunderstand-
ing? In recent years we have lost several of ounggeople to tragic cir-
cumstances. Must we lose more before we will sdeehWe have had too
many failed marriages due to carnal living. Do veah even one more?
Can we not believe our faithful parents, who, like two spies, have gone
before us and are promising us that the land alseadjood land, and God
Himself is for us?

Have those of us who are older lost faith? Hamg of us in heart
turned back to Egypt? In the continuing cleansifithe church, have we
come up against a Red Sea? To go back to our old isaertain spiritual
death but to go forward looks impossible. It lo@ss though we cannot
please the brethren, the ministry, our husband,vof&, our children, or
maybe even the banker. The waters of the Red Seaavipart until we
are willing to follow Christ in complete trust antbedience. Then wonder-
ful things happen. The way opens up between usoandrethren. God
makes a way through financial difficulties. We fiddection through the
perplexities of training our children. We are abdeguide our youth and
find our place of service.
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Consecration and Worship

My God, | feel it is heaven to please Thee, anbdegavhat Thou wouldst
have me be. O that | were holy as Thou art holye as Christ is pure, per-
fect as Thy Spirit is perfect! These, | feel, dne best commands in Thy
Book, and shall | break them? must | break them? ander such a neces-
sity as long as | live here?

Woe, woe is me that | am a sinner, that | grigwe blessed God, who is
infinite in goodness and grace! O if He would panme for my sins, it
would not would my heart so deep to offend Him; Buwdugh | sin con-
tinually, He continually repeats His kindness ta me

At times | feel | could bear any suffering, hwdw can | dishonour this
glorious God? What shall | do to glorify and worskhis best of beings? O
that | could consecrate my soul and body to Hisisey without restraint,
for ever! O that | could give myself up to Him, @ never more to attempt
to be my own! or have any will or affections thaé anot perfectly con-
formed to His will and His love! But, alas, | canrioe and not sin.

O may angels glorify Him incessantly, and, ifspible, prostrate them-
selves lower before the blessed King of heavenhglto bear a part with
them in ceaseless praise; but when | have donlecah to eternity | shall
not be able to offer more than a small fractiothef homage that the glori-
ous God deserves. Give me a heart full of divieavienly love.

Extract from Puritan Prayers.

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
E-mail: shimara2 @bigpond.com
Web: www.anabaptistmennonites.org
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