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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From the Editor's Desk.

O God of mercy and grace, You know how often disagement rolls over
me like crashing waves. Please remind me that mycgeunto You de-
pends on Your mercy and grace, not on my capaslitr performance.
Thank You, Lord.

This prayer from one of our daily devotionalsneaat a most appropriate
time for us as we settled back in our home in Tasanafter a six week pe-
riod of time in the USA. The time there we can odéscribe as being glo-
rious in a spiritual sense; we were encouragediteghl exhorted and wel-
comed into the family of God, our brothers andessstn the Mennonite
Church at Montezuma, Georgia. To us coming fronetéingy where fel-
lowship is confined for most of the year to just mife and | this was a
foretaste of heaven where the saints will havenateiellowship, not just
with each other but, with the Risen Lord and Kifidgkmgs.

We were able to share in the joy of a 50'h agns@ary reunion of another
church fellowship. We shared time with likemindegthren at the annual
Ministers Fellowship and were blessed by the mess&gm the speakers
and personal encouragement from those we spent uiite We were
blessed in catching up with those we had met oregiqus visit there. We
were blessed and privileged to be able to shatkarsorrow experienced
by our Montezuma brethren when one of their chdechily was called
home to be with the Lord. We also saw that as a tifpeople coming to-
gether from many parts of the USA to share that bosd comfort the fam-
ily. We would desire these things for each of yoaol t

And then we arrived home! And we wondered howwa have that sort
of fellowship here or for that matter any of youAustralia that are on
your own? How can we or any of us build that'? Thdm®en we read the
opening prayer we realized that God knows our needisdesires and all
He asks of us is to be faithful to the task whetéenhas called us and to
make use of that talent (gift) that He has giverdoh of us and He will do
the rest. May it be a prayer of encouragement o when the waves of
despondency start to roll in and threaten to ovelmhyou. - JvL.
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MINISTER'S CORNER

Voluntary Church Membership
Bro. Duane Miller, Vineland Mennonite Chaurch, NJ.

We are looking at a subject that has to do waitloluntary aspect which
touches our hearts, our choices, our will, anduthes us in a very per-
sonal way. It is interesting and we do not thingthimg amiss and rightly
so, but everyone gathered together and there wastenest to come in.
There is an interest to come into the building getiseats. No one used
force. There were no handcuffs. There is no draggimyone in here and
there are no guards standing here to make surdaydrsthe seat., Our
gathering is a voluntary coming in and sitting domith anticipation.

In a sense that is like church membership. Noistiorced to be a part of
tile Church. That is very clear in the Scriptuteslvoluntary. We are talk-
ing about Voluntary church membership. Briefly loakat the thought
of Voluntary it has the thought of one's own fra#,wr of one's own
choice. We Choose. We decide what we will do angthvhourse we will
take. It is voluntary. We are not assigned. Werareappointed. We are
not driven to something. It is something that wease to do ourselves.

| thought of the things that we do, our work aedon. Sometimes we do
not have a whole lot of choices in our work andasth, but when it comes
to things that we do, shall | say in our spare tiMaybe some of us have
so many things. to do in our spare time that wendb have too many
choices in that either. If you have free time withthing really pressing
then what do you do? What you do is done volurtaril your own free
will.

It depicts also a voluntary willingness, a cleofcom within with pur-
pose, or a free will choosing. As it relates torchumembership, | like the
thought of a mind to belong. The Voluntary aspeacthat our mind is
turned in that direction to belong to the body trri€t, the body of believ-
ers, the assembly of the saints, and the calledmes.

We are called out of this world and called uGtwrist. Together we are
blended and built in union as the body of Christo§e who become Chris-
tians will seek to gather together with othersikd precious faith. There is
a bond established when one becomes a Christiagn whe seeks after
Christ and finds salvation and finds rest in tieart. They find an interest
also to gather together with those also of likecjanes faith.
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There is a real blessing, and | will properlydb on that a few times.
However, the blessing of the church is often ursterated and not seeing
is clearly as it ought to be in the time in whick fiwe. When there are so
many people will crew call themselves Christiang] garious people who
identify themselves as a church, or refer to théwaseas a church, it is
confusing to some people. Who is right and whaight? Finally, we
come back to the Word of God and in there we flr@ttuth. In there we
find a pattern for the true church of God thatudtton truth and on right-
eousness.

Thinking of the church there is a neutral faithere we together have a
believe in God. We believe in what He has toldwisat He has left for us,
and the direction He has given to us. There islg bond in the church
that binds us together. It rises above the indi@idnterest that we may
have in bind us together on the basis of Holineskpaurity of the church.
And there is a kindred spirit. Our interests award God. The mind is to
belong. The effort and interest are to contribuidwen, there is a kindred
spirit because way of following the one eternal Goal His son Jesus
Christ our Saviour.

Further, in the church there is a common gddlere is the same end that
we are pursuing. We are not simply trying to mamtan establishment.
There is a purpose in which we had gathered anddabtogether in unity
and love. There is a goal and something we sesdahEhere is something
that we are working in labouring four. Together desire to meet the
Lord and be with him in eternity. We desire toaige an experience that
final salvation and deliverance in this world atidsan and temptation and
difficulty.

In the church there is one Head, Christ Jeduwat is very important as
we shall see (shall | say) the smorgasbord of d¢tesic We must keep
Christ Jesus is Head. We must have that foremmostii mind and clear,
and not be tripped by various other issues, thaisCis the Head. He is
the one who is giving us direction, directing tleetf directing the hands,
guiding our lives and guiding our body.

Finally in the church, there is prevailing lovi.is a love that is not sim-
ply a human life. It is not merely a love thatyigloes to human limits.
Rather it is a love that transcends far beyond thtais love that loves the
people whom we meet, even though we do not lovevtibag that they do
and the troubles that they are in. It is a loa #ees the soul and goes be-
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yond. We see in each other that there is a lovthiothings of God.

| was impressed with how many people today bay they want to be a
Christian but that they cannot be a part of thithat church. They finally
decide that it will be simply between them in therd. We think of the
church and its importance. It was established bgl tBhrough Jesus Christ
our Lord, Christ is the Ahead. The church hasaglin the life of the be-
liever. It seems almost a stretch of our imagoratvhen we understand
that someone can so quickly set aside the churdisayit is only between
me and my God.

We need to understand the church as it is liéeéoe body. Christ is the
head and we have the various other parts of thg thad each of us finds
our place it in. Then to say, "l do not need tbst.r That is only between
me and God," is like cutting the head of. It lelimurder. It really is to
the good plan of God for the Church in our placthenChurch.

The voluntary church membership issue is a veay issue and one that
we do well to consider. Colossians 1:18 says tlnaisG "is the head of the
body, and the church.” He is, as | said, the Direc He is the one to
whom we look for guidance and direction. His cigren us and is great.
In 1 Timothy 3:15, we find these words, "....whichthe church of the liv-
ing God the pillar and ground of the truth." logls to us the very impor-
tant place of the church, "the pillar and groundh&f truth” There is much
connected their.

Membership is likened to a body. We are thigkai our own bodies.
There are fingers, hands, arms, and elbows, wedcaioiply name and
number of different parts of our body as well a®final organs and our
feet and all that. We are fearfully and wondeyfutiade. We study that.
Then, think of the church and how God has "sentkenbers every one of
them in the body, as it hath pleased Him." (1QGbrans 12:18): the
church is unfolded to us. The church must worlainery harmonious
way, and when there is pain all suffer together.

We are thinking of being part of the church, rbenship in the church. 1
Corinthians 12:12-31 gives us a good picture ofvtlee of every one, and
the value of every part of our spiritual body, dhe Lord placing each one
in the body as He sees best. This calls for wgaibon the Lord in where
we should be, how we look at our brethren and wher¢hink they should
be. We remember that it is God who sets the mesribéhe body. Some-
times we think that we could do a better job when ave not thinking
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right. Yet, we need to remember that God is sgttire members in the
body as it had pleased him.

Yes, we realize we are working with people. tlisavhat God is work-

ing with. We realize that there are failures somes and those need to be
reckoned with. Nevertheless, many times when vadlyréay ourselves
down we can see values in our brethren and in isters then on the sur-
face we have not seen. Maybe when our attitudesair right, or are not
like what they should be, we question what valwerdhs. He gives us the
glimpse of the membership and how important théd igs.
If you are a hand, you are not effective unless siomit yourselves to the
next brother, or the next member in the congregatia other words, what
use would be the hand the all by itself. It is tneseful when it is part of
the body. Therefore as we submit ourselves titiay we are most useful
and we find a blessing there.

Several examples a willingness and voluntargetspf giving oneself to
the Lord.

1) A willingness to obey and serve.

In 1 Isaiah 6, the message came. Isaiah 6:5-8 “Sh&hl, Woas me! for |
am undone; becausaina man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of
a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seerking, the lorD of
hosts 5Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, havingedbal in his
hand,whichhe had taken with the tongs from off the altand he laidit
upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath touchedifisy and thine iniquity
is taken away, and thy sin purgé4lso | heard the voice of the Lord, say-
ing, Whom shall | send, and who will go for us? iilsaid I, Heraml;

send me.” | see that as an example of a voluneapyanse to the call of
God. Itis very important that we have that frarogw First of all, when
the Lord speaks we say, "here am I; that sent riée"will notice several
things about the Lord's call. When the Lord calkshave that interest of
obeying him and serving him.

2) Submission and delight to do the will of God.

This is an attitude which the Lord can use, | thdugf this is a thought of
our Lord and how he gave himself willingly to brieglvation to u$salm
40:6-8 Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desirene ears hast thou
opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thotinequired’Then said I,
Lo, | come: in the volume of the bodkis written of me 8l delight to do
thy will, O my God: yea, thy lavis within my heart.” Do you sense that
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element of is mission and the light to do the wiliGod? Built into a vol-
untary response to God's call is a delight to dowhil of God. That is
very important as we think of church membership.

We can too quickly divorce the call to discipigsand the call to church
membership. There is a direct connection and kewa difference. Why
would we balk at church membership? There is la ¢alve hear the call
of God and we want to obey Him follow His will, amg have a delight in
following Him then we will respond. 1 like that #gefers to our Lord and
His willingness to suffer and do the Father's willhere, in the garden
when He had struggled so hard He said, "nevertheies My will, but
Thine, be done.” (Luke 22:42). He delighted inndothe Father's will.
That is a very basic key to be a volunteer in tingdom of God.

In the church there is the place for everyonkeere is work for everyone,
and there is it the dependence on the contribubbesery individual. We
need each one. The basis of voluntary church meshipelies in the fact
that God has given to every man the freedom ofaghoWe say sometimes
that we are a free moral agent. We have the freeafochoice. We can
decide to do right or wrong. That sounds good smynpeople. What
some do not like to hear is the fact that we dohaee the choice of choos-
ing the results of our choice. Those things atedi God has established
that.

We can and will choose and we must choose. Wehoose one way
or another, either directly or by default. We wilbhke choices in life and
the basis of voluntary church membership lies ia tact that God has
given to us the freedom of choice and He has calkedGod has beckoned
us with a kind and loving voice, His hand outstnett.

His provisions are abundant and the choice is.odVhat are we doing
about it? Will we respond to His great love and Efire. God does not for
anyone to be bad or good. He forces no one to dontéim. Yes, He
calls, He waits, He pleads, He tarries long, bufd#ees no one to come to
Him. There is the picture of the cottage door antside is the Master
knocking. There is no latch pictured on the owsidrhat is rightly pic-
tured because control of the door is on the insi@ieerefore for you and
for me the call is there. The knock is there. Thb of discipleship and
call for church membership is there. Will we resg® Will we answer
that? Do we look at that correctly? God will riotce us. There is no
army that God has to send out to roundup peopley¢opower them and
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force them to become His subject. That is nowthg His kingdom works.
It is not at all compatible with God Himself. Hadhno guards making
sure that none in the church escape. That isheotvey He works. There
are no prisons, high fences, all razor fences épkeembers in. No, not at
all. It is totally voluntary.

If we are a part of the kingdom of God we ardecause we have chosen
to be so and we love it. God, in His love and mehas made ample pro-
vision for the good of mankind. He has offerecet@ryone the offer of
eternal live through the blood of Jesus Christ.t, ¥ does not block our
way if we want to leave Him. Think of the storylinke 15:11-32 of the
prodigal son. He had everything he needed diddi@ rHis father was
providing, and yet he wanted his portion and ledtfather. |1 do not know
all that he said, and | did not believe that isisiply that he did not say
anything. However he did not stop him, he did foste him to stay, he
did not bind him, he allowed him to go and takedvisn way.

Likewise it is with God, He provides for us. éltays open the way for
us. He has given us the provisions for our sgtituell-being, salvation
through Jesus Christ. There are the manifold lmigsfrom Fellowship in
the church and relating brethren to brethren, Isigtesisters. Together we
relate to each other and build each other up inmbst holy faith. God
provides all that, yet He does not stop us if weehi@a mind to do some-
thing else. Even though we take a different coarstwe choose our own
way, yet the message that "God so loved the wbddl iHe gave His only
begotten son" (John 3:16) is still the same, andoseever believeth in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life."

The message that God receives those will come imh and "will in no
wise cast them out” (John 6:37) still stands. Like prodigal son, when
he came to the end of himself, and thought of dtisefr and the fact that his
father had plenty and the provisions remained attifuide remained. The
offer remained, the whosoever. In John 3:16 weshthe word "whoso-
ever". That in itself opens up the same thoughthoiice does it not? The
voluntary aspect that "whosoever believe in Himutiaot perish” is open
to all and anyone can come. Romans 10:9 say#hdif shalt confess with
the mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe inetthieart that God has
raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.ts&&like that, one after
the other, are on the premise of a voluntary conaind doing willingly,
from our heart, not being forced. It is a williregs from the heart saying,
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“I am finished with sin, | am finished taking my awvay.” Wherever we
are, whatever relationship we have in relation tml @r to the church, we
come willingly and we want to be a part of Godisgdom.

The very essence of God's call is voluntarywdReion 22:17 says, "The
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him tharbth say, Come. And
let him that is athirst come. And whosoever wit hire take the water of
life freely." The aspect of being voluntary is sialvin our relationship
With God. God gave man the freedom of choice areltbimg that it does
is provide a relationship with God and His peof@ed's, relationship with
His people is a very close relationship becaussetireho come to Him do
so voluntarily. They choose to. It means a lotheni. They give their all.
They take up their cross. They lay down self. Tasywilling to lay down
the old life, the self-life and sin and take up tmess. It is voluntary. It is
because they choose, and it establishes avert' ctstionship.

As we go through life we have responsibilities,igsitinterests and goals.
From time to time it is good for us to look at thes help us again re-
establish that thinking pattern in our own mindée$, | want to serve the
Lord. Yes, | will go on with the Lord. | want toalw near to Him, and al-
low Him to guide my life. And | want to allow Hinothelp me to lay off

the things that need to be laid off. | want Himhigp me to relate to my
brethren and my sisters like | ought to relatehtem.” We make that re-
newed commitment.

There is the call, the outstretched arm, asd tikthink of it in Matthew
11:28-30 when Jesus said, "Come unto Me, all yeldbaur and are heavy
laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upgu, and learn of Me:
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall fres$t unto your souls.
For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." Tieasuch a beautiful pic-
ture of that call. It corresponds with Jesus' lagkout over Jerusalem and
weeping, referring to the Jews, and how He wouldehanged to bring
them under His wing and they would not. [Matthew3Z3 Luke 13:34]
Again, it is a voluntary thing, is it not'? They wd not. He longed to, but
He will not force them to. He longs to have us cdymeHe will not force
us.

We are not physically born into the Church afu¥eChrist. Therefore, it
is not an automatic thing. It takes a willingneesoarr part to choose to be
a part of the Church. One of the reasons we ustethe"voluntary church
membership," is to contrast it to the State Chwahcept. When you were
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born you became a citizen of that State. Everyohe was born automati-

cally became a member of the church. It was a statech. Some pressure
was put in place to keep people in the church. &kere quite severe con-
sequences if you chose to not be a part of the Stairch. Some of our
forefathers experienced that. There were thingsttiey could not things

they go along with. They did not believe they weght and they separated
themselves from the State Church, and many gawelithes because of it.

It meant that much to them.

The State church arrangement was not a volurdamych membership
idea. Rather, it was a mandatory church memberstapever, nowhere in
the Scriptures do we find that the arrangement imamdatory church
membership. Rather, we have ample Scripture thatgand refers to, and
implies strongly that it is a voluntary issue, rotmandatory issue. As |
said. yes it is not mandatory but there are coremseps of taking our own
way, and we have that as one pendulum swing.

The other pendulum swing is, on the other hariterev it does not matter
if you are a part of a Church or what kind of archuyou are a part of, it is
simply between you and God. We need to know wherestand. One man
told me recently, "I know | do not look much likeCdaristian but the Lord
knows my heart and so it is kind of between metaed_ord and that hid-
den/secret thing." Nevertheless, the aspect ofiebhed and walking in the
way of truth and righteousness produces a numbguedtions as to really
where such a person is. We leave that with themallyi we need to know
where we stand. We need to stand on truth andegishess. That is what
the Church is built on.

The issue at hand is very important for us tostter. The thinking that it
really does not matter if you are a part of a chwt not, it is simply be-
tween you and the Lord is being really quite igmbraf the truth. It ig-
nores the Word of God and is quite ignorant of' phen of God for the
Church and the function as the body and as a Iogildihich are the exam-
ples that the Scriptures give.

With every privilege there comes a responsipéis we think of volun-
tary church membership. Today when you talk abbwirah membership
being Voluntary, immediately their thoughts go takeé it or leave it." Yes,
it is a take it or leave it. That is the way itwgh the Christian life. We can
choose to follow the Lord or to reject Him. It igake it or leave it situa-
tion. | think too many think that they can be okalgether they take it or

-10 -
=1 To what will you liken God—What likenes eémpare to Him' ——




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 5 NO 6 - JUNE 2008 12

leave it. That is trying to choose the result of cloice, and we cannot do
that. God's laws are fixed. Therefore, it beconagiser a grave issue when
we think of rejecting or leaving it.

Many agree also with the voluntary concept Iatytwant to tailor the
conditions. They want to tailor the responsibiiti@nd the accountabili-
ties. We cannot do that. Some say, "If | give miyselthe church to be-
come part of the church | am not sure that | caié gnyself to what they
ask of me. There are some situations where it nedgdgitimate to consider
that and some situations where the spiritual lif¢ile church is in ques-
tion. However, in a spiritual brotherhood we ardechto submit one to
another. Our relationship with the Lord also cédisfull submission to the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. He is the Head and weetlsags from that per-
spective. It helps us to give ourselves to ourhvest. People who want to
tailor those things are usually those that wanebenwithout the respon-
sibilities, but we must meet God's terms.

Some of the aspects of being voluntary. | todcbe some of these al-
ready. There area number of things that go alonig that.

1) The choice is voluntary. To be a part of the @hkirch of Jesus Christ
we need to have that voluntary conversion expegiemcere we come to
the foot of the cross and lay down self. We contesssins to God and we
do that voluntarily. We do not need to be askinghat else did you do?
What else needs to be made right? Where else" @batare you hanging
on to yet?" Ofcourse, there is encouragement samstbut finally it is that
volunteer choosing to follow the Lord.

2) There is a voluntary commitment. When we becompad of the
Church it requires commitment. This commitmenbishte Lord and to the
body of Christ. It is not only a submission to Ghmur Head but also to
the body. That is an aspect of this voluntary churembership. We are
committed follow the Lord. We are committed to wankough things that
are difficult. We are committed to help our brethreur sisters. We are
committed to sacrifice for the welfare of the beatihood. We have a com-
mitment that does not quickly question our breth@oourse, we are con-
cerned when there is a pattern established in oethten, but we are
committed to help in time of need.

3) Our contributions to church life are voluntary arekd to be voluntary

if there will be a church that is alive. | thougiftthe Old Testament with
the children of Israel, when it came to the tabelgand the building of
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the Temple they gave willingly. That is a part leitvoluntary church
membership. We are interested in the cause of ithgdé@m and we are
willing to give. We do not say "Well, it is now hiarn. | did my share.”
Do we have shares or are we willing to give aslibkel has given to us.
We are a contributor and a supporter. We hold g egher and we up-
hold the truths of the Word of God. We are suppgrtine cause of the
Kingdom.

4) We are voluntary in submission. It is a choice twsubmit. For the
Christian it is voluntary. It is not forced. Theesurrender, service, and
conviction. | thought of the aspect of convicti@ametimes that runs a lit-
tle low and we wonder, do some have conviction?tfi®y really believe
some of the things are important like separatiomfthe world? The Lord
sees the willing hearts. The Lord sees those tbainteer themselves to
Him and to His Kingdom. Why do we do things? Whathe reason that
we do the things that we are doing?

5) Voluntary church membership affects relationshlpsffects our view
of ourselves, and others. It affects our view ofirgg. Think of Ananias
and Sapphira and how they kept back part of theepof the land. The
apostle Peter said, "Whiles it remained, was itthote own?" (Acts 5:4)
They were acting a lie, and were wanting to haeeglbry without the sac-
rifice. There was a problem and it is a challergeus.

6) It effects some suffering sometimes. Are we wilito suffer for the
cause of Christ? Are we willing to suffer for theke of others?

7) It affects our witnessing. There are those whanattewilling to be a part
of the church. Yet they want some benefits. Theyiarthe church and yet
they have a very selfish outlook in life and younmat get them of their
seats to go and help with anything in relation th@ssing to those about
us. It all comes back to that voluntary issue dibest? Are they really
willing to live for God, willing to make a contriltion, and have that mind
set to do God's will and to be a part of the Chufchesus Christ'?

Are we promoting voluntary church membership?wHis it coming
through to our children? We need to keep that cleéas very clear and
evident that we would all like our children in ti@hurch. We must re-
member that to train and teach as we would eveilg,clwhether in our
home or not, must come to that place of choice\adntarily choose to
follow the Lord Jesus Christ. If we deviate fronattland somehow we cor-
ral them into the Church, we are not faithfullylding the Church of Jesus
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Christ.  We are bringing into the church troulsgife and a very down-
hill slide. If we have that keenly in our minds aham not saying that we
should not encourage people to give their heartheolLord, that is very
well in order). We must remember not to crossokat threshold of mak-
ing choices for them. We go as far as we can bfimally must be their
personal choice.

It was sad. | am sure, and grief for the fatbfethe prodigal son to see
his son go. Many parents are sad to see theirrehildo. We must keep
that clear that it is a voluntary choice. We musinpote in our children
and to those whom we relate a genuine new birtlergsxpce and voluntary
Church membership.

Membership in the family of God is very importalt is a great blessing
and a greater blessing than we often realize, ihifact, the greatest bless-
ing man can realize this side of eternity -- thelationship. What are we
doing to make it that way? Is it a voluntary churabmbership issue with
you? It finally rests with us whether we will tak®at course. Jesus does
not have draftees in His cause. He has voluntarsknven. May we be
faithful to the Lord in giving our time and our e¢ak in the cause of the
Kingdom. The time is short. The work is great.

| was challenged anew with great need in our tathink right about
church membership and church relationships thatdb@gmony going out
from us would be effective. As people say, "behuddv they love one an-
other." Our mind set to do the will of God will rea direct impact on the
witness that we leave in the community. May thedLbelp each of us to
be a volunteer in the Church of Jesus Christ.

Reprinted by permission from “The Pulpit Exchange”
*kkkKkk

STORMY SEAS BUT A SAFE HARBOR

After feeding the five thousand in the evening fay from the seaside,
the Gospel of Matthew records that Jesus consttdilsedisciples to get in
a ship and cross to the other side. He Himself thremt up into a mountain
to pray (Matt. 14:15-23). There in peaceful sol@uchrist spent time alone
with His Father.

"But the ship was now in the midst of the seaséd with waves: for the
wind was contrary" (v. 24). However, Mark says ttte Lord "saw them
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toiling in rowing, for the wind was contrary to thé (Mark 6:48). In His
time Jesus came walking to them on the water ahdechtheir fearful
hearts by calling to them. "Be of good cheer- it I not afraid” (Matt.
14:27), "And He went up unto them into the shipg #me wind ceased: and
they were sore amazed in themselves beyond meamdeywondered”
(Mark 6:51). When this account is transferred to setting today, it lends
courage and stability in the midst of storm.

We have heard the analogy of the Church beilagge ocean liner ply-
ing the seas of time, headed for the heavenly sfdris ship is built to
traverse the high seas. This is substantiated sysJassurance that "the
gates of hell shall not prevail against” the chujidlatt. 16:18). This com-
forts us in the storms and opposition of our day.

This ship that is predestined to dock on heavemore refers to the “faith
once delivered unto the saints" (.lode 3), not fagicular denomination.
True faith, or the true doctrine of Christ and #postles (Eph. 2:20) will
never drift or be extinguished. From this perspegtthe focus is not on a
certain organization but on Scriptural teachinge Thuse of the gospel is
not furthered by striving about who is the churcit by pointing out what
constitutes the faith. Nevertheless, part of thi fia Christ's teaching, that
His church would be a discernible body of beliea¥sping the true doc-
trine. The New Testament church is organized, nmgathat the gifts of
the Spirit are in evidence and allowed to operatan integral fashion.
(Rom. 12: 4-8- Eph. 4:1-13). Thus the church igadhand undivided in its
concept and working.

As time draws to a close, it can be expectetlttitmwaters this ship of
faith is sailing on will grow more and more turbnle The tenor of the
Scriptures speaks of the last days being a timgpwoitual confusion and
deception, and there are more and more shipwrddisio along the
shores. As it has been down through the centuhiese treacherous seas
may arise from within the church as well as fronhwut. Our courage and
rest though, will not fail us if we plant our fdeinly on the Word of God,
the unchanging and unshakeable foundation of itte fa

The faith of Christ and the apostles has weath&empests of every na-
ture through the centuries. There have been greedepartures from the
faith within the church because of false doctrenal there have been times
of spiritual decay due to laxity in discipline alagk of vision. From with-
out, the faith has been blasphemed, ridiculed, imm@dherents severely
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persecuted, even unto death. During a lengthy gerfidime, known as the
Dark Ages, the Word of God was forbidden to be readlisseminated.
But God led in such a way that the truth marched Awtording to the
Revelation, there was a time when the oppositicraine so severe that
God prepared a haven of refuge for the faith amdhdtherents. Many be-
lieve that place was America. Here the church viafiered and nourished
(Rev. 12:6) for a long period of time. Whatever onay think about such
prophetic scriptures, the truth is that God hasgmead the faith, and He
will preserve it until the end. Jesus says, "Fedy little flock, for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdomkéL202:32).

The seas through which the ship of faith is phgnare of a spiritual na-
ture. That is, she is being challenged by, andoisfronting, the spirit
realm. Satan is air evil being whose spirit fosta@ny evil spirits. There
are those angels that followed him in his uprisagginst God, and they are
evil spirits. And every man and woman has a spiat lends itself in one
way or another to either the Holy Spirit or thel@ealm. Satan knows the
time is short (Rev. 12:12), and as the end dravasengwe should expect
that spirits will become more and more vehemeng $pirit world, even
though it may be in subtle ways, is agitated andnefrenzied today.
"Christian, walk carefully!" But let the faithfullgo say to one another,
"Christian, walk cheerfully!" As Christ walks updhese waters, He surely
says to the sincere and the humble today, "Be ofl gheer | am coming."”

The Holy Ghost has patiently yet earnestlgrbealling us to make our
calling and election sure (2 Pet. 1:10). This sarisggency has registered
with the spirits of many brothers and sisters. @oned children of have
long prayed for a genuine revival with an accompaggorrection regard-
ing separation from the world. The call of the H&8pirit is often to the
amendment of life. We need to be committed to sardendment of life
with fond hope and expectation that changes wililaele. And thank God
for corrections that are made. However, inasmucthei® can be a sense
of disappointment in the follow through, one's gpmay become frus-
trated. The faith and confidence of some may bectdtl. Surely, the evil
one will take every advantage of this situationjstag the waters to be
more and more troubled.

The lighthouse that stands close to the hartemtrance, warning of
peril and pointing to safety, is the same one tzt always stood on the
coastline of time--the Word of God. That great shiighe faith is "locked
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in" on the lighthouse, and she will come safelpitite harbor, regardless
of the storms. This ship is not affected by anygésrof drift. But our bur-
den is to be sure we are in that faith. If anyan&ibe on that ship of the
saving faith, his or her hope must be grounded uperwWord. Just having
a religion, or only a historical faith or church migership, will not give
one passage on that ship of faith. Living in a tivleerein one's personal
belief's are not put to the test by oppositiong"thith" is often not so
rooted in the heart with conviction. When suchtaagion continues for a
length of time, the tendency will be toward an gmgliaim of religion
without the power and vision of true godliness ({&.13:5).

A personal relationship with the Lord—whichadee that will be con-
firmed by adherence to the Word--is imperative. tiee winds may blow
and waves beat high, but the heart will be anchareduth (Matt. 7:24-
27). Many years ago a certain man agonized in tapea to find for-
giveness of his sins, despite having been a reigyjgerson. During this
time of wrestling with God, the Holy Ghost clardiewumerous points of
the true doctrine to him. The faith settled dedp his heart. He came to be
recognized as a true man of God. endowed with ifhe@fgpreaching the
message of repentance. Toward the close of hishdesaid he was so con-
vinced of the true doctrine that "if the whole atturshould fall away, |
would still be convinced that this is the true grdwand foundation.” That's
the ship of faith that will dock on heaven's shore.

Bro GladvKioehn

*kkkkkk

-16 -
=1 To what will you liken God—What likenes eémpare to Him' ——




;(:L THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 5 NO 6 - JUNE 2008 12
The Father's Love & The Cross
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all thimgo His hand. John 3:35

Introduction: The Gospel of John has much to say about the Faithe
love. We all know God loves lost humanity so mtiwdt He gave His Son
that we might have everlasting life. And we maraethat love.1 John
4:9-10reads, In this was manifested the love of God toward hesgause
God sent his only begotten Son into the world, @matmight live through
him. Herein is love, not that we loved God, buatt the loved us, and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.The ultimate demonstration of
that love was in the death of His SotBut God commendeth his love to-
ward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Chdigd for us” (Romans
5:8).

But what about His Son? Did He love Him asritele the ultimate sac-
rifice? Some would have us to believe that theh&mapoured out His
wrath on the Son, that He punished Hithat He made Him pay the pen-
alty for our sins, and that He forsook Hias He carried out the Father’s
will to make redemption for us. What kind of alk&tlove would that be?

Two times Jesus saitlThe Father loveth the Son”(John 3:35; 5:20)

In John 10:17He said,“Therefore doth my Father love me, because | lay
down my life, that | might take it againin John 15:9-10Jesus saidAs

the Father hath loved me, so have | loved you:inaetye in my love. If ye
keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my loee; & | have kept my
Father's commandments and abide in his lovAid regarding His love

for the Father, Jesus said,But that the world may know that | love the
Father; and as the Father gave me commandment, svdndo” (John
14:31) The whole redemption transaction was bathedamihtual love of
the Father toward the Son, and of the Son towardrgther.

How, then, shall we understand the Fathewng las Jesus suffered and
died on the cross? A careful interpretation of Sueipture in the light of
that love will give us an understanding that neithielates the Scripture
text nor the Father’s love for His Son. Let ussidar several often misin-
terpreted Scriptures in answer to a number of guestregarding God’s
Love & The Cross.

-17 -
g Grass withers, flowers fade, but the Word of oudGtands forevelj\\Di




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 5 NO 6 - JUNE 2008 12

|. Did God Take Pleasure In the Son’s Suffering?

The Scripturé;Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath ppun
to grief” (Isaiah 53:10a), conveys to some readers that #tleeF took
some sadistic pleasure in the suffering and debti® Son made flesh,
and that He was responsible for causing it to hapgéat is due to an un-
fortunate translation of a single word — the woranslated“pleased.”
Other translations (Amplified Bible, NIV) renderathword“will”, and the
meaning then is clear thatt was the will of the LORD to bruise himin
order to carry out His marvellous plan for our sailon.

The Father did not find pleasure nor delighbur Lord’s suffering and
death. But it was His will for it to happen to pite the redemption
planned before the foundation of the world.

II. Did God Pour Out His Wrath On the Son?

“He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shiaél satisfied”(Isaiah
53:11) does not speak of the satisfaction of Gedgath through our Sav-
iour’s suffering Indeed, it does not speak of God the Fathelt.aRather,
it speaks of the Suffering Servant — the Saviowhe would be satisfied
because of what would be accomplished by His saffer The Amplified
Bible comes close to the meanirigte shall seethe fruit of the travail of
His soul and be satisfied ...by His knowledge ...allrighteous One,
My Servant, justify and make many righteous ...."

lll. What Was the Cup of Which Jesus Spoke?

The cup of which Jesus spoke in His prayér,my Father, if this cup
may not pass away from me, except | drink it, thlyb& done” (Matthew
26:42), is not the cup of God’s wrath. Rathers ithe cup of suffering and
death. That is evident in Mark 10:32-40 where ddsid His disciples,
“Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that | drink df/s. 38). Their cup, like
His, was not the cup of divine wrath, but of sufigrand death at the
hands of sinful men. That cup is enough to expllaghagony of our Lord
in the Garden, for He knew all that would befalhHi

IV. Did Jesus Become Sinful On The Cross?

“For he made him to be sin for us, who knew mo.si” (2 Corinthians
5:21) does not teach that Jesus became sinfulthendfore a justifiable
object of God’s wrath
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Rather, He became a sin-offering for us, assfialess Lamb of God.
Had He become sinful, He would not have qualifiedree sacrifice for sin,
just as a lamb with a blemish did not qualify asiraoffering under the
Old Covenant.

The Greek word translatezin here is the same word translatsit-
offering in the Septuagint — the Greek translation of thd Déstament.
Jesus, being the perfect and holy sacrifice, wasthm object of God’s
wrath.

V. Was Jesus Punished?

“Surely he hath borne our griefs [infirmities], arghrried our sorrows:
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God,adflidted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruiseddiar iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and wishshipes we are
healed” (Isa. 53:4-5). (1 Peter 2:21-23)

Jesus was not punished (although He suffenedsiip as He was without
sin, and therefore was not guilty. Only the gudtg punished, while the
innocent suffer. _The Father’s love for the Son dad give way to His
wrath as the One in whom He was well-pleased hyntgdn the cross.

VI. Did Jesus Pay The Penalty For Our Sins?

“Ye are bought with a price’(1 Corinthians 6:20) does not mean Jesus
by His death paid the penalty for our sins. Th&ulteof sin is death —
physical and spiritual death (Genesis 2:15-17)e pénalty for sin is death
— eternal deatHThe soul that sinneth, it shall die(Ezekiel 18:4). Jesus
died only a physical death. He did not pay theajigrof eternal death —
the second death. But He did pay the price forredemption.‘Foras-
much as ye know that ye were not redeemed witlugtibte things, as sil-
ver and gold, ... but with the precious blood of Ghras of a lamb without
blemish and without spot(l Peter 1:18, 19). The Father’s justice did not
exact a penalty from His Son, but His grace throtighobedience of the
Son whom He loves provided the price for our redgonpfrom eternal
death — the precious blood of Christ.
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VII. Did God Forsake Jesus As He Hung On The Cross?

“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken mePsalm 22:1; Matthew
27:46)is often interpreted to mean the Father turnedddik on Jesus be-
cause of the supposed vileness of His sinfulnessechby His sin-bearing.
Isaiah 53:12 does sa$kle bare the sin of many,and 1 Peter 2:24 says,
“Who his own self bare our sins in his own bodtlom tree,” butthe bear-
ing of the sin(s) is symbolic, not literalust as the sin-offering did not be-
come sinful with the symbolic transferring of tharer’s sins to its body
(Exodus 29:10; Leviticus 16:20-22), so our Lord agmed without sin.
There was therefore no reason for the Father'sngraway from His Son,
for His Son was without sin. Indeed, Psalm 22:24 tes He was observed
the sacrifice being offered, and He was attentivelis Son’s cry.“For he
hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction a& #fflicted; neither hath
he hid his face from him; but when he cried unta,ie heard.” The Fa-
ther’s love bound Him to the cross to witness therificial death of His
Son and to hear the triumphant cily s finished.”

Indeed, the love bond of the Father and the Gmmot be severed. Mi-
raculously, the Son could leave heaven to takeegglence on the earth in
bodily form, but because the Trinity is inseparaltheir love remained
constant, and the Father could not leave the SBor in him dwelleth the
fulness of the Godhead bodilyColossians 2:9). Jesus Himself sdBiut
if 1 do [the works of my Father], though ye believet me, believe the
works: that ye may know, and believe, that the &ath in me, and | in
him” (John 10:38). Far from bringing wrath or punishmamthe Son, the
Father was there suffering with Him. 2 Corinthi&ns9 tells usthat God
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.”

Conclusion: God’s love and the Cross. Never once did Jesusrixce
God’s disfavour or wrath. Never once was He abiethdrom the Father.
Never once was He separated from the Father’s love.

God's love was not only for lost humanity tleatused Him to send the
Saviour. It was also for the Saviour as He hunghercross to die for us.

Such is the love of the Father, for His Son, anddst humanity.

O, such wonderful love.  Brother James Goering, Strasburg, 12/16/07.
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SNAPSHOTS,

Brief excerpts from various Anabaptist publications

THE PEACEABLE KINGDOM OF CHRIST By Pieter Jans Twaks
(Translated from the German Printing of OdessasRu4875, by William
McGrath, Minerva, Ohio 1989)

Introduction:

Pieter Jans Twisck (1505-1636), Was a Dutch Mertaaglder of the Old
Friesian Mennonite Church at Hoorn. North Hollad:cording to the
MENNONITE ENCYCLOPEDIA, vol. IV, pp.757ff, he was prolific
writer who wrote many tracts and books, includirditiens of books of
martyrs. A confession of faith (1617) and a coneo® (1614).

One of his tracts, the original Dutch version ofiethhas been lost, still
exists in a German translation, "Dos Friederisréithisti oder Auslegung
des 20. Capitels in Offenbarung St. Johannes" Hé&ceful Kingdom of
Christ or Exposition of Chapter 20 of the Revelatod St. John"].

This book was printed in German in Odessa, Russl875, then reprinted
in Elkhart in 1888 and 1915. It was translated iBtglish by J.F. Funk in
1913 and published as "The Peaceful Kingdom ofsChit has been re-
printed many times since.

However we feel that it is time to retransldtand reissue it. The same
circumstances that caused it to be printed in Gdes4875 j are now once
again urgent. Just as back then, books were apgeatich claimed that
Jesus Christ was coming in a certain year. Clapp bad predicted that
the "millennium"” would begin March 8, 1889. Thoudsarof people have
recently been excited by the predictions of a boakmning Christ would
come in September, 1988 and the "millennium" wdaddin 7 years later.
This kind of date-setting is clearly unscriptural.

Furthermore the whole teaching of a "secreturap in which Jesus
Christ would come for the church followed by a seyear "tribulation”
period. followed by a literal "millennium™ oil edrtis clearly contrary to
scripture. The secret rapture theory was unheabefoire 1830.

Amish Mennonite Publications is pleased to be &b present this trans-
lation of Twisck's work to the public, to help caeract the hysteria and
deception so prevalent in modern dispensationgtisiphecy” writings,
conferences and seminars.

We are happy to be able to also include thevagliestatements by
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Menno Simons and the Early Church on Christ's KamydWe believe in
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. We believe waldibe ready for His
coming. We do NOT believe in a "secret raptureévén year tribulation”
or literal earthly "millennium”. Prove all thingy ibhe Word of God!
Menno Simons comments on the "dispensationaligbrhthat there will
be a literal "millennium” kingdom on earth follow:

"If you want to appeal to the literal understamgdiand transactions of
Moses and the Prophets. then must you also becews accept circum-
cision. Possess the land of Canaan literally, etieetJewish kingdom
again, build the city and the temple, and offerrifaes and perform the
ritual as required in the law. And you must decliua Christ the promised
Saviour has not yet come, He who has changedt#ralland sensual cere-
monies into new, spiritual, and abiding realities.

"Oh miserable. erring sheep, notice that in thec@ding | have pointed
out to the magistrates that the kingdom of Chsastat of this visible, tan-
gible, transitory, world. but that it is an eterregiritual and abiding
kingdom Which is not eating and drinking, but rightisness, peace and
joy in the Holy Ghost, In it no King reigns excepe true King of Zion.
Christ Jesus. He is the King of righteousnessKiing of kings, who has
all power in heaven above and on earth beneatbydgfhom every knee
must bow and all tongues praise.

"The true King David in the spirit who through Highteousness, merits
and crimson blood has delivered the sheep froomtbeth of the hellish

lions and bears, has slain the great and terrildkath, and obtained for
the spiritual Israel of God eternal welfare andgeedNeither this King, nor
His servants bear any sword but the sword of thetSphich pierces even
to the dividing, asunder of soul and spirit. Witle Word of God which

He bears- He defends His kingdom against the gditesll and graciously

keeps and guards its supremacy in the midst ofyheanss and trial, And

this He does not with iron or steel, as the untanseak! world does, for

His kingdom and dominion is spirit and not lettas has been shown.

"This kingdom is not a kingdom in which they pde in gold, silver,
pearls, silk, velvet. and costly finery, as is ddnethe haughty, proud
world, matters which your leaders defend and alath this meaningless
provision: 'just so you do not desire these thiagg live for them in your
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heart" In this way Satan can defend his pride anlerpure and good the
desire of his eyes. But in the kingdom of all hutyi{l declare) not the
outward adorning of the body, but the inward adugnof the spirit is
sought with zeal and diligence, with a broken arabuatrite heart. "...So it
is with you, madmen that you are (pardon me, tihéstruth which I write).
The prophets you read according to the Jewish stateding. The doctrine
of Christ and the apostles is a thing of the pgst, say, and you contend
that another dispensation is beginning and you aoperceive that you
thereby deny the Son of God, deny the Scriptumes,cemfort yourselves
with mere lies, just as disobedient Israel in thiere used to do"(Menno
Simons, COMPLETE WORKS. 1956, pp.2 17/2 19.)

The Early Church and The Millennium

Eusebius' History tells us that the apostle Jotspired writer of the book
of Revelation, denounced as a heretic that Cernithwo believed in a lit-
eral millennium on earth. This proves that the authf Revelation 20 did
not himself believe in a literal earthly millenniur8o those who misin-
terpret Revelation 20 as a literal earthly millermiare going against the
teaching and belief of John the Apostle who wrbteliook of Revelation.
Out of forty Early Church writers, only seven hétda millennium Oil
earth. There is no trace of it in Clement of Rorgnatius, Polycarp.
Tatian, Athenagoras, Didache. Shepherd of Henmagheophilus. It is
specifically condemned by Clement of Alexandriapmjisius. Origen,
Eusubius, Jerome and Augustine. Barnabas was euslyethought to be
a millennialist, but close study of his writingsos¥s him to have been an
a-millennialist who believed that the so-calledlemhium was God's pe-
riod of rest in eternity, which would follow the steuction of the present
world. The seven writers of the Early Church (oltorty) who were mil-
lennialists were Papias, (whose ideas came fronisBeapocalyptic writ-
ings), Tertullian (who was going through a Montarstage as a follower
of the man who believed the millennium would bé\sia Minor), Victori-
nus, Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, Commodianus, andalpaicts

None of the Early Church creeds or confessiohgaith held to an
earthly millennium. There is also no trace of mnmitealism in any of the
Anabaptist-Mennonite, Hutterite or Amish confessiai faith. The Prot-
estant Reformers also condemned the idea. Typict#ieoEarly Church
position is the statement by the grand nephew sdislé¢grandsons of his
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brother Jude) made to the emperor Domitian aro@A.D. It proves that
the earliest and most Biblical men of the Early €hubelieved the peace-
able kingdom of Christ to be heavenly and spiritnal earthly and carnal:

Eusubius reports that the emperor Domitian hadrd rumours that
some Christians planned to set up a political kamgebn earth. He sent and
arrested the leaders of the Christian Church tone@them on this:
"There were yet living- of the family of our Lorte grandchildren of
Judas, called the brother of our Lord accordingth® flesh, -Jakob and
Zoker. They were brought to Domitian (who inquired)ether they were
of David's race, and they confessed that they were.

"He then asked them what property, they had,hemvd much money they
owned. And both of them answered, that they haevdxt them only
9.000 denarii. ($1,350), and this they had nofiliresbut in the value of a
piece of land, containing only 39 acres, from whtiody raised their taxes,
and supported themselves by their own labour.

"When asked also, respecting Christ and Hisdang, what was its na-
ture, and when and where it was to appear, thdiedethat it was NOT a
temporal nor an earthly kingdom, but celestial andelic-, that it would
appear at the end of the world, when coming inyglde would judge the
quick and the dead, and give to everyone accorditgs works.'

"Upon (hearing this) Domitian, despising thenmad®a no reply but treat-
ing them with contempt as simpletons, commandenh ttiebe dismissed,
and by a decree ordered the persecution to cehss.dkelivered the} ruled
the churches, both as witnesses and relativesedfdhd. When peace was
established they continued living also to the tiofieTrajan -such is the
statement of Hegesippus." From — Ecclesiastical History by Eusubius.

Compiled & Edited by:
J.van Loon Deloraine TAS 7304.
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