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From The Editor’s Desk.

“Yielding to Jesus is to answer “Yes” to His catld surrender our de-
sires, motives, and ambitions unto Christ's masigrdHe then has the
right-of-way in our lives.”

| was impressed with this sentence in the Artideefding To Jesus” and
published in this edition for encouragement. | @b lbelieve that it means
just a once and for all yielding as when we figine to repentance and re-
ceive salvation.

No, it is far more than that, it is a continuallgtiag to Him who alone is
worthy to be praised and glorified in and through daily life. There are
times when we may not want to yield in some araa pteases our carnal
nature, the flesh, and if we are quick to recogthis¢ it is the enemy of our
souls that is behind that desire not to yield drat he is trying to foster in
us a spirit of rebellion to God’s word then we @ should deal with it
promptly and submit ourselves to God.

James 4.7 sets out very clearly how we are crumifiyflesh in this re-
gard: “Submit(yield) yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, lad
will flee from you.” Not only is there a commahbdt there is a promise
that goes with it and we could also think of God@rds in the Old Testa-
ment in Deuteronomy 30:19: *“| call heaven andteaot record this day
against you, that | have set before you life anathlieblessing and cursing:
therefore choose life, that both thou and thy seeg live:” Yes, these
words were spoken to Israel in the flesh but thgglyawith equal force to
all peoples today.

The question that comes to mind is this: If we doyield to God’s ways
will it lead to death? The scripture says it ddést yielding is sin and how
many of us do not know Romans 6:23? “For the wadesn is death;”
Yielding to God’s ways brings us into the promigsethhe second part of
that verse which states: “but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.” (See also 1 Corinthians 10:@B8dncouragement)

It is our prayer that the contents this month maydwlid food” and not
“milk” for your spiritual life as you ponder the was written in the light of
yielding to Christ Jesus, the dire results thatibws if we do not and we
thus choose life instead by showing that diligespeken of in Hebrews
6:11: “And we desire that every one of yousttew the same diligence
to the full assurance of hope unto the end:”

J.v.L.
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MINISTER'S CORNER.

ARE WE COMPROMISING?
By Min.E.W

The burden of this article involves the method ®aitan is using today to
break down the saving faith of the gospel. Relaxinghe battle against
Satan gives way to compromising with our flesh aimd In 2 Corinthians
6:14 and 15, we read, "Be ye not unequally yokegttoer with unbeliev-
ers: for what fellowship hath righteousness withrighteousness? and
what communion hath light with darkness? And whatoord hath Christ
with Belial? or what part hath he that believetithwan infidel?" This
scripture clearly teaches us that there is distsggaration between the
church and the world, and between spirituality eahality.

We hear the thought that there are so many grasaneChristian living
today. However, one receives clear direction wheimg close to God.
Spiritual vitality does not come through the indetl but through an inti-
mate relationship with Christ. We are living inimé when communication
and access to our wants exceed any time in histdrgrefore it is impor-
tant that we listen to the Holy Spirit and the diren He gives the church,
because the spirit of compromising is always presen

One definition of compromising is "coming togethmr mutual conces-
sion." The following allegory explains compromiswgh Satan:

A hunter raised his rifle and took careful aim daage bear. When the
hunter was about to pull the trigger, the bear @skea soothing voice, "Is
it not better to talk than to shoot? What do yowntva_et us negotiate the
matter." Lowering his rifle, the man replied, "l mtaa fur coat." "Good,"
replied the bear. "I want a full stomach; so letsnpromise. They sat
down to negotiate, and after a time the bear walkseay alone. The nego-
tiation (spirit of compromise) had been successtilile bear had a full
stomach, and the hunter had his fur coat.

Satan says to Christians, "Let's compromise,"thete are some things
that cannot be compromised. We will always lose whe compromise
with evil.

For this spirit to work, what must be the conditmfithe heart? One real
example is found in Revelation 3:14-18, which i timessage to the
church at Laodicea. The Lord told them that theyewakewarm because
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their attitude was one of feeling self-sufficiefitiey felt they were rich
and increased with goods and had need of nothirsjoty describes the
city of Laodicea as a well-ordered, energetic, palsing center of trade,
evincing coldness that was fatal to spiritualityhad qualities that contrib-
uted to making it a successful trading city of benskand finance. It could
adapt itself to the needs and wishes of others, ghable and accommo-
dating, full of the spirit of compromise. This spinad an impact on the
Christians living there, and they could not thoraygreject the tempta-
tions and allurements of the world. A deceptivaispiad made an inroad
into their lives. They had become complacent attdstdisfied. It is very
evident why the Lord asked them to repent.

Does the condition of the Laodicea church compaité the time in
which we are living? According to the concerns adkinonitions voiced
through the recent years, one would agree tha¢ ther many similarities.
We sense the urgency of this concern in many ofnoegtings. The tenor
of this concern has received much attention in @@mices. Also, the min-
utes to the district ministers' and deacons' mgetindicate that the topics
pertaining to this subject are in the forefront.

Following are excerpts from five different confecena that express the
concern of compromising with the world's influenédready as early as
1944 a great awareness was present.

It was said then, "We agree to endeavor to stemnibrdd-ward trend
wherever threatening our faith, beginning in oumies and local congrega-
tions."

Another concern was expressed in the 1950 conferéiitie ministers
and parents, as well as all members, in the face adcided drift toward
worldliness, should make it their concern to préyler study the cause,
and remedy it by acknowledging their mistakes wherenost beneficial,
whether to individuals or in congregations.”

In the first article of the 1983 conference, wedieé@®ue to the more re-
cent drift among us, we recommit ourselves to tgg@smissiveness in our
personal lives and to exercise spiritual care fog another as we have for-
merly promised, practicing careful and firm disoigl in our homes, our
congregations, and throughout the Church, beingfaglto involve suffi-
cient counsel.”

The 1993 conference stated, "We therefore resolfad the necessary
renewal of first love, bringing our lives, homesdaoperation into a true
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moderation, and disciplining our lives to have tifoethe Lord's work in
the Church."

And the conference in 2003, "Resolved, that we tdbe following
statement: '(A) Since a drift toward the world haen clarified, holy fear
has come upon us as ministry, parents, and laity. lDrden is to fulfill
our obedience by willingly going to the foot of thess so we may take a
stand by discipline and fearless teaching agaihkis of the flesh, lust of
the eye, and pride of life. Sports involvementemi affluence and luxury,
and general permissiveness are issues we mustrfaite consecration
God is asking of us. We look to the Holy Ghostgower and direction to
perform our task.™ There was a real concern dt tinge in the area of
"love of affluence and luxury, and general pernwessess.” The Holy
Spirit spoke and gave clear direction for us iroalihe above concerns.

In Revelation 20:7, we read, "And when the thousgsals are expired,
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison." Followamg some thoughts that
may help us understand this better. We believeithsithe time just prior
to the return of our Lord. To the vast majoritypeople, and, sad to say,
even to some of the so-called Christians, it wallebtime unnoticed. Why?
Because it is a time when Satan will work unhindesghout restraint and
in a deceptive manner. -

In the bookletThe Peaceful Kingdom of Christ”

Peter J. Twisck writes some very interesting thesigin this verse. First,
he refers to the time of the martyrs. He then cams his discourse on his
understanding of what the time will be like whertgpais loosed: "And
shall go out to deceive the nations which are m fibur quarters of the
earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together tibebdhe number of
whom is as the sand of the sea’ (Rev. 20:8). Tdiisggforth of Satan into
the wide world clearly signifies that it is the Bmwvhen the witnesses of
God lay dead in the street [referring to Rev. Iijhich men did eat and
drink, bought and sold, married and were given arrrage until the day
that Noah entered in the ark and the flood desttdlgem, and as it was in
the day of Sodom, when Lot went out of the doomiég end fire and
brimstone devoured the place, so shall it alsmlibase days.

"Christ the Lord himself shows us again and aghat the last time be-
fore His second coming will be a time in which neeawill be able to work
any more (John 9:4), in which, indeed, the gosp#lbe preached in the
whole world but understood as a dead letter foritaess only, in accor-
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dance with Matthew 24:14. And thus this time mahtly be compared to
the time of Noah before the flood, as also to theetspoken of by the
prophet, when the withesses of God lay dead osttieets, when high liv-
ing and giving of gifts one to another seemed tthieechief work of men."

Twisck goes on to say that it is a time of contohliberty, favorable to
the enemy of souls, and this time of liberty witintinue in the world until
the second advent of Christ.

This prophecy details a few points that are outhtan (1) This time will
be a time of high living, enjoying sensual livifiying in self-gratification
and with excess in the field of entertainment. Ghepel will be preached,
but it will have little effect on many lives, becaimen will be taken up
with the above described lifestyle. (2) It will betime of liberty, meaning
that mankind will not be held back by physical resit or moral standards,
thus taking liberties beyond normal limits. (3)idt a time of freedom,
meaning men covet the financial resources to dateviea their flesh de-
sires, which will be granted. It indicates a wotthét is not held back by
material or physical restraints. This lack of rastr will have a direct ef-
fect on the church.

We must keep in mind the lukewarm condition of tla@diceans. When
the spiritual temperature of too many members cob@gregation or the
church in general is lukewarm, compromising coneitw that at one time
were clearly defined, this creates an atmospherehich we cannot unit-
edly do disciplinary work. We then find an opendiéor offences and for
sin to remain within the church, which causes akn@atherhood. In some
cases, it almost seems impossible to do disciglinark. Could this be in-
cluded in the meaning of John 9:4, where Jesuswayshould work, for
the night is coming when no man can work? Oh, meyw diligent, breth-
ren, in keeping house within the beloved churcléod, lest we find our-
selves wanting on that Great Day.

The method that Satan is using today is well dbedriin the Martyrs
Mirror, page 8, which reads as follows:

"He reveals himself on the one hand as an andajtdf 2 Cor. 11:14-15,
as a kind, pleasant, yea, even divine messengtr,hwimble countenance,
downcast eyes, plain garb, and living in seclugrom the throng of the
worldly-minded, even as the holiest people, yea,tartyrs of God, for-
merly did. His words are modest, trembling and fafl contrition—
seemingly coming from deep meditation, inward faad apprehension,
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lest he might speak amiss or untruthfully. Meanehdnd before one is
aware of it, he seizes hold and tears like a wofheep's clothing, robbing
the innocent lambs of Christ of their preciousiHawhich he pretends to be
of small importance, but without which faith itimpossible to please God.

As the first design is aimed at the faith, so thidirected against the true
Christian life. Here lies great danger. Who shaliape these snares? He
that would at no time be taken unawares by it rng#ed be cautious and
watchful. But our very flesh is prone to it."

Sometimes we chafe under the guidelines and wasrimgchurch brings
to us. Really, this should create thankfulnesssinamd we need not look at
warnings negatively. Rather, we can rejoice thatdhirit of prophecy is
active today in the church of God, giving His chéd clear guidance as
how to live in the eleventh hour. Thanks to Godtfe true faith that has
been "once delivered to the saints." The strengthvéctory lies in keeping
our spiritual house in order. The Word of God giet=ar direction in the
evil day in which we are now living. Following aagew of those verses.

Jesus said, "When a strong man armed keepeth laisep&is goods are
in peace" (Luke 11:21).

In 1 Peter 5.5, we read, "Likewise, ye younger,nsiityourselves unto
the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to anpthed be clothed with
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and givethag to the humble."

The spirit the prodigal son possessed and of whaid writes in Psalm
51 will ensure for us spiritual power to withstaheé evil days.

The third verse of Jude reads, "Beloved, when legaV diligence to
write unto you of the common salvation, it was rigefbr me to write
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestiytend for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints."”

In conclusion, the faith the Word teaches, thénfaftour forefathers, and
the faith that is alive today will keep us in tharkl days we are living in

and will keep us unto the end.
Used by permission from “The Messenger of Truth”
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"For we are but of yesterday"

Worldly Amusements and Entertainments

This article appeared in the Historical Journal A®009 Eastern Mennonite Publica-
tions and was felt to be a timely reminder God'spde to beware of drifting in the prac-
tice of our Biblical faith and separation from therld and its many attractions. JvL.

God has called His people to a holy life of sepanatrom worldly ac-
tivities and excesses. "Wherefore, gird up thedadh your mind, be so-
ber.... as he which bath called you is holy, sgdéoly" (1 Peter 1:13-15).
"For the time past of our life may suffice us .hem we walked in lascivi-
ousness, lusts, excess of wine, revellings, bamgsgtand abominable
idolatries: wherein they think it strange that ym mot with them to the
same excess of riot" (1 Peter 4:3, 4).

To the Christian, who does not run with the wotlta terms "worldly en-
tertainment” and "worldly amusement” both imply dnolesome activity.
"The wordamusemenhad a pejorative ring in the ears of conservative
Mennonites, for it contradicted the strong Mennemitork ethic, and im-
plied pleasure-seeking, idleness, vanity, waste veorldliness.

The Swiss Brethren of the sixteenth century coestst separated them-
selves from the world. Even their critics acknovged that none other
"leads a more modest or pious life than the Anabapis concerns their
outward public life they are irreproachablé.They chose to avoid what-
ever popular entertainment was available in thay although persecution
probably precluded any such involvement. And yeth®yseventeenth cen-
tury, some Dutch Mennonite groups, who experienmeéidious toleration,
had already given up their opposition to the the&@ae Mennonite deacon
was a famous writer of tragedies, and another merkbpt a kind of
amusement place.

During the colonial period in America, men, womang youth had little
time to seek worldly pleasures as they carved theamng out of the wilder-
ness. Worldly entertainment began to pose a gréateat as the twentieth
century unfolded. "Mennonite concern about paréitign in questionable
amusements is evident from the more than 120 ceméerresolutions de-
fining and condemning worldly amusements passethbyarious Men-
nonite district conferences after 1865.

During the twentieth century, the American culturelerwent sweeping
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social changes, which influenced the church. Theupting influence of
radio and television, and the counterculture of8680s each had their ef-
fect. Eating in public restaurants and attendinging picture shows be-
came popular. As leisure time increased, so thespre for entertainments
mounted.

Throughout these years (1900-1970), many churctielsawith vision
observed a general drift in the Mennonite Churatara worldly pleasure
seeking. Conservative groups did not run to theegses that many did in
society around them. "They shunned the entertaibhrpesgram of the
world and did not patronize the picture shows, musincerts, circuses,
and fairs held in nearby townslh 1939, Mennonite General Conference
declared that worldly amusements "are as naturai@oldlings as the joy
of the Lord is for Christians.... All the carnal asements that appeal to the
gratification of the flesh ... are destructive toirgual life, and should
therefore be scrupulously avoided by all Christaople.® As late as
1948, the Virginia Conference "adopted a resoluagainst 'the use of
films or pictures which would corrupt the mind aorkate a thirst for
commercial entertainment films.'Someone has summarized it this way,
"Possessing an inner peace, the typical Mennowisenlot found it neces-
sary to drug a restless spirit by resorting to sahand ever more exciting
amusements:"

As the Mennonite Church entered the twentieth egntBible classes
and young people's meetings were organized in Bt @b counteract
negative cultural influences and to keep the yontthe church. In some
areas of Lancaster Conference, young people gathereliversion first in
the homes and then in succeeding years, at thelchth the approval of
the ministry. In 1936, S.G. Shetler, of the AllegheConference, wrote
that the youth were asking, "We are not to go txed like the movies,
where shall we go? What has the church foruS®@me churches answered
guestions like this by providing social activitiss youth. One such pro-
gram was Young People's Institutes which drew laggmups of young
people together annually from various conferent®sl948, Mennonite
Youth Fellowship was organized by the Mennonite &ahConference.
This institution was designed to meet the spiritaatl social needs of
youth. As the years passed, however, the sociakatettainment aspects
of the program were increasingly emphasized. By 1860s, more and
more congregations were planning their own reaveati activities, sum-
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mer camps, and youth retreats. Church life wasnmggy to consist of
having a good time together.

This worldward trend contributed to the rise ofigas revival groups
which separated from the Old Mennonite Church. Nowour day, for
many professing Mennonite groups, "patterns ofreaitenent differ little
from the surrounding culture." In some congregatjoentertainment ac-
tivities such as softball games are announced withpology along with
other Sunday morning announcemeéfits.

One strong influence toward play and entertainnoamhe through the
Mennonite high schools and colleges. The Eastemnidigite College was
founded (1917) "to safeguard student life" by etingayouth in a safe en-
vironment. " 'All contest games with outsiders' v@rohibited.... Musical
instruments were not to form any part of the equptrat school’ "At-
tendance at movies and similar places of worldliegainment was for-
bidden."? In spite of all this, however, as the years pregee interest in
play activities grew. The school provided a prograinathletics, and stu-
dents eventually clamored for more and more spéxstamural sports
came to be allowed. "Earlier concepts of physichlcation did not em-
phasize the value of play for its own sakeNow sports took front-seat
importance. In the field of music, singing in s@@ayroups was first al-
lowed and then promoted. Some pressed for estaigish good music ra-
dio station,"” which led to the use of musical instents and the giving of
musical entertainment shows—all under the umbudlieollege education.
The eventual acceptance of skits and dramas l¢detaise of full-blown
plays. The Lancaster Mennonite School faced theegamassures and fol-
lowed the same pattern in the years from 1940 801%he sweeping so-
cial changes of these years both indicated thergkeneurse of the broad
Mennonite Church and also propelled its people tdwaore and more of
the same. We conclude that man's insatiable desifimd fulfillment in
amusement and entertainment bespeaks of the esptné all.

"Mennonites have, however, obtained recreationdliesa from their
regular activities. Not separating life into thergal and secular, they have
found religious and spiritual significance and atition in their daily
tasks.... In recent years the social life of theerseriously minded young
people has to an increasing degree revolved arsemvite projects'*

Worldly amusements and entertainments will contibtmehreaten the
true church. How will our history read?

-10 -
g Yield Not To Temptation Faelding Is Sin. j\\ﬁi




;(:E THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 6 - JUNE 2009 12

May God be pleased to bless those who have chosaainhtain the for-
mer Biblical position of the Anabaptist-Mennonit@u€ch on this defining

issue. —Nathan H. Burkholder
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SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications.

ANABAPTIST MENNONITE VIEW OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.

The Holy Spirit

Virtually all Anabaptist statements regarding the Holy Spirit are ortho-
dox. They identify him as the third person of thenify. How is it then,
that Anabaptists have so often been labelled spiritualists, peagie pre-
ferred the direct inspiration of God to the word$Soripture? The reason is
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that theAnabaptists talked more about the Spirit than others did. They
lieved that they were living in the age of the 8&pthe time when every
child of God would have the Spirit. They often spplalmost naively,
about being led by the Spirit, and being givenmivillumination.

But mostAnabaptists managed to maintain the tension between Word
and Spirit, holding clearly and firmly to both. Thelaimed that every be-
liever had the Spirit and was capable, therefdrenderstanding Scripture
and participating in its interpretation.

They rejected both the Catholic and the Protest@nts which implied,
practically, that only some in the church, the gyeand teachers, had the
Holy Spirit.

The man who gave most attention to the relatiothefinvisible Spirit to
the visible church was Pilgram Marpeck. With umnigyieffort he tried to ar-
ticulate his view of the unity of outer and inneol, of the work of God
the Spirit in individual and church and what heledl'the external apos-
tolic service of the church." The Spirit, he writesoves with the external
service, but it may not therefore be concluded th#te service is per-
formed the Spirit is there. The Spirit works onlyeve there is faith and
obedience.

Apart from these emphases we find the usual oresgdoon Scripture, of
the Spirit as the illuminator of Scripture, as tre who brings to remem-
brance all that Jesus taught, as the one who transfbelievers from sin-
ners into saints, and as the one who comforts #tiever, especially in
times of suffering and martyrdom.

Hans Denck, "Concerning the Law of God,” ca 1526

Whoever has received God's new covenant, thathegvwer has had the
law written into his heart by the Holy Spirit isuly righteous. Whoever
thinks that he can observe the law by means oBthek ascribes to the
dead letter what belongs to the living Spirit. WAn@edoes not have the
Spirit and imagines that he will find him in Scadp¢ looks for light and
finds darkness, looks for life and finds only deatbt only in the Old Tes-
tament but also in the New.... Whoever has really hold of truth can as-
sess it without Scripture.

Balthasar Hubmaier, "Twelve Articles," 1526-1527
| believe in the Holy Spirit who proceeds from thather and the Son,
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and yet is one with them, very God. He hallowslatgs and without him
nothing is holy. In him | place all my trust thag ill teach me all truth,
increase my faith, and kindle the fire of love iy hreart by his holy inspi-
ration, that my heart may burn with true, unfeigred Christian love to-
ward God and my neighbors. This | beg of you withmey soul, my God,
my Lord, my Comforter.

Hans Hut, "A Christian Instruction,” ca.1527 .

And now, what does he see through the Holy Spirituth? The Father
in the power of his omnipotence by whom he has beade. He also
knows the Son in whom he was tested, cleansedjgdstand circumcised
a true child of God. He has open access to thesFatid has become one
with Christ and all his members. They are one conityand one body in
Christ. All the members of this community are eresnof sin and enjoy
and love righteousness. And even if such a persmand falls it is not
done with pleasure. Therefore also he is not castfor the Lord holds
him in his hand and his sins are forgiven and momnted as sin to him....
Now everything is all graciousness, mercy, prage;y and honour in the
Holy Spirit.

Jacob Hutter, "The Fourth Epistle of Jacob Hutter," ca.1535

You have also heard and understood that the Losddray gone before
you during the day in the cloud, that is his setsamnd preachers. But the
night will come when the cloud will no longer besiile. Then the Lord
will no longer go before us in the pillar of clouayt in the pillar of fire
will God go before his own. That is the light andlliance of his Holy
Spirit and through God's word, which word and $périn all godly, Chris-
tian hearts who by it are ruled, instructed, taumd led in all truth and
through a true Christian well-grounded faith. Tisathe pillar of fire in our
hearts. Happy is he in whom the light glows andheasifor he will not fall
nor be confounded even in the night as the Scepttestify.

Peter Riedeman, Account, ca.1542.

We Acknowledge the Holy Spirit.

Since the strength, power, nature, character, asenee of the godhead
are illustrated for us and to be recognized inctteation, the work of God's
hand, we say that just as, when one speaks, oradesxand emits breath
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with the word, so that from both the speaker amdsipoken word a living
breath wind blows and voice proceeds and is utiezgdn so the Holy
Spirit comes from the Father and the Son, or froenTiruth and the Word.
But as the Son or the Word proceeds from the Fathdryet remains in
him, the Holy Spirit proceeds from them both anahaes in them both for
ever and ever. Thus we acknowledge him, with tiédfaand the Son, to
be God.

We believe that in the Holy Spirit we have all comf delight and fruit-
fulness and that he confirms, brings to pass, eammut and perfects all
things; that he also teaches, directs and instugtassures us that we are
children of God, and makes us one with God, sottiraugh his working
we thus become incorporated into and partakerfi@fdivine nature and
character. And this his work—God be praised!—weegdgmce within our-
selves in truth and power in the renewing of owarhe

Dirk Philips, "The Church of God,"

The Holy Ghost is the third name, person, powed adtivity in the
Godhead, of one divine essence with the Fathertl@m®&on (Mt. 28:19).
He proceeds from the Father through the Son aretl agith them in the
creation. He is the Spirit of truth, a Comfortertioé conscience (1 Jn. 5:8;
Jn. 16:13), and a Dispenser of all spiritual githich are poured by God
the Father through Jesus Christ into the heartebévers (1 Cor. 12:11).
By him they are enlightened, renewed and sanctifiéd 3:6; 1 Cor. 3:11),
and become a possession of God (Eph. 1:14) anccreatures in Christ.
By him they are kept to everlasting life, and withéim no one knows
God or believes in Jesus Christ. All good gifts eoftom the eternal Fa-
ther through Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 5:16, 17; Jds/;1t Cor. 4:7), and are
divided to us by the Holy Spirit (Mt. 7:11).

Menno Simons, "Triune God," 1550.

We believe and confess the Holy Ghost to beig, treal, and personal
Holy Ghost, as the fathers called him; and that divine fashion, even as
the Father is a true Father and the Son a true \®bich Holy Ghost is a
mystery to all mankind, incomprehensible, ineffalaled indescribable (as
we have shown above of the Father and the Sonjedwith his divine at-
tributes, proceeding from the Father through the, &tthough he ever re-
mains with God and in God, and is never separatad the being of the
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Father and the Son.

And the reason that we confess him to be suttieaand real Holy
Spirit is because we are brought to this by thep8ames, for he descended
upon Christ at the baptism in the bodily shape dbee, and appeared unto
the apostles as cloven tongues like as of fireabse we are baptized in
his name as well as in the name of the Father &titecSon; because the
prophets have prophesied through him, performedaids, had dreams
and saw visions; because he is a dispenser ofittseoff God, and that
(take note)_according to his own wiHe moved Zacharias, the son of
Barachiah; he moved John the Baptist while yetismnfother's womb, and
He said to Simeon that he should not see deathrébdif® had seen the
Lord's Christ. The Holy Ghost said, Separate men8aas and Paul. And
to Peter, Behold, three men seek thee, He guidesasll truth; he justi-
fies us. He cleanses, sanctifies, reconciles, camfceproves, cheers, and
assures us. He testifies with our spirit that weethe children of God. This
Spirit all they receive who believe on Christ. Padimonishes us not to
grieve him. Whosoever sins against the Spirit, &tysst, unto him it shall
not be forgiven. David desired that God might raket from him this
Spirit, for all that have not this Spirit are ndtGhrist.

Seasoned Speech (Part 3)

Matthew S. Garman Myerstown, PA.

A Tree of Life

A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perveessrtherein is a breach
in the spirit" (Proverbs 15:4)

"Sticks and stones may break my bones, but wordsieser harm them"
is true as far as it goes. But while words canne@k bones, they can
break hearts. A look at the definitions of word$ha above verse reveals a
vivid contrast. Wholesome means "healing" and psermeess means "vi-
ciousness." Breach means "fracture.”

Our tongues have the power to make wounds be&b wounds. Gossip,
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backbiting, slander, and sarcasm are daggers toetlue. A lack of tact and
graciousness may cause even right words to grateyand. On the other
hand, we can speak words that soothe, calm, aridhbiang hearts.

Wholesome words help heal the ravages of simyM#n-wrecked souls
are left "stripped ... and wounded ... and ... ln@@d" along life's road.
They need a Good Samaritan to bring the balm adadiland minister heal-
ing to them. One elderly neighbor asked a brothiei killing he had done
while in the army would be held against him at Jnegment. The brother
shared God's answer for sin—confession and repestaand the
neighbor found peace by repenting of his past. Geeds us many oppor-
tunities to bring words of healing to sin-battesedlls.

Wholesome words help heal the wounds of stWlether we are party
to strife or a witness to it, we have the respdhtsitio speak words that
make for peace. The children of God are peacemaféasthew 5:9).
Humble words of apology and accepting respongybfir our mistakes
will help restore peace. If brethren are at oddscan plead for reconcilia-
tion based on their relationship in Christ (Phiigos 2:1). A few words
can help neighbors who are upset to put thingempgective. One mother
would ask her quarreling children, "What will it ttex one hundred years
from now?" May our words quench, rather than fthed, fires of strife.

Wholesome words help heal the aches of sorrahttaa pangs of loneli-
ness. How many around us are suffering grief,cifin, or bereavement?
Have we spoken healing words of comfort to them@ promises of God
strengthen, soothe, support, and stabilize. Weshare pleasant memories
of the past when someone has lost a loved onen@iai testimony of
God's help in our trials will minister hope to sianly suffering people.

In the early dawn of time, God barred the patlthe tree of life in the
Garden of Eden, mercifully preventing man from riyieternally in his
fallen state. In the dawn of our eternal day, Gallwelcome man to par-
take freely of the tree of life; thus he will liierever. Today God has
planned for our tongues to be trees of life. Maytongues be used of God

to bring healing, not hurt, to those about us.
Reprintedg®rmission from The Eastern Mennonite Testimony.
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“Judge not according to the appearance, buguiddpteous judgment.”
JonhR4

The Window Through Which We Look.

A young couple moved into a new neighbourhood

The next morning while they were eating breakfas

The young woman saw her neighbour hanging ttehwatside.
"That laundry is not very clean,' she said.

'She doesn't know how to wash correctly.

Perhaps she needs better laundry soap.’

Her husband looked on, but remained silent.

Every time her neighbour would hang her wastiryo
The young woman would make the same comments.

About one month later, the woman was surprisexee a
Nice clean wash on the line and said to her &ngb
'‘Look, she has learned how to wash correctly.

| wonder who taught her this?'

The husband said,
‘| got up early this morning and cleaned oundaws’

And so it is with life. What we see when watghothers

Depends on the purity of the window through wahice look.
Igethat you have a very blessed day!
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SELE-SACRIFICE

"This is my commandment, That ye love one anothsr] have loved
you. Greater love hath no man than this, that a lagamdown his life for
his friends" (John 15:12-13).

Jesus' life was the ultimate example of selfiBee. Jesus gave every-
thing through His life and in His death that He htigedeem us to Himself
and set us free from the binding chains of sin death. Not only has He
given us the gift of eternal life, but He has shavgrthe way of true happi-
ness and joy of heart.

Oh, how blessed we will be as we realize thataveecompletely His.
Having dedicated our lives to His service, we fallblis perfect example
in giving all that we are for the benefit and haygss of those around us
and for the glory of His kingdom.

"Wherefore seeing we also are compassed aboutswitireat a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and itheviich doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the radadis®t before us, Looking
unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faithg Vidr the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, despising the shantkis set down at the
right hand of the throne of God" (Hebrews 12:1-2).

True self-sacrifice requires the patient enduranteall that comes
against us in this life. We realize that our liaee not our own and that we
can rejoice even in all our suffering, disappoimtimer trial, knowing that
these are only bridges to greater spiritual matuanitd wholeness in Christ.
"But the God of all grace, who hath called us uhi® eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a wimbke you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you" (1 Peter 5:10). "Till wecame in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, umfmerfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Chriggh@sians 4:13).

"Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good sadflidesus Christ" (2
Timothy 2:3).

The life of self-sacrifice is not easy, but its erds and blessings far out-
weigh any difficulty that may come into our liveSuch a life requires a
complete giving up of oneself to God for His seeyinothing reserved. It
requires a truly humble heart. This will give uganl vision to see our
smallness and our weakness and our great needdx &anctifying grace
and empowering strength. We remember that He hds '$&or we are
glad, when we are weak, and ye are strong: andathes we wish, even

-18-
g Yield Not To Temptation Faelding Is Sin. j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 6 - JUNE 2009 12

your perfection” (2 Corinthians 13:9). "And he saitto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made petrfecweakness” (2 Corin-
thians 12:9). As long as this vision is clear, wi# mot find it difficult to
surrender our lives daily into the loving and cgrimnds of an almighty
and all-knowing God. "For God resisteth the praautd] giveth grace to the
humble” (1 Peter 5:5).

As we give God full control of our lives, He Will our hearts with His
great love. Not only will we see the needs of thasmind us, we will also
feel their hurt in our hearts. Their burden wilcbene our burden, and their
pain will become our pain. God's love in our hearil§ prompt us to reach
out quickly to help them.

Having made a commitment to be true at any cwst,life may be
filled with hardship and adversity, bringing withnmuch pain and sorrow.
Let us not fear these things. For Jesus said,Hénworld ye shall have
tribulation: but be of good cheer; | have overcaheeworld" (John 16:33).
When we allow ourselves to fall into the loving arof our Savior, He sur-
rounds us with His love and lets us know that ethéng is going to be all
right. He will keep us through this night. HereHrs arms we may experi-
ence peace in the midst of our pain and joy imtist of our sorrow.

While we patiently endure our suffering, Godpreparing a blessing
for us that will take us to greater spiritual hegylthan ever. "Prove me
now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if | willthopen you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that thlea#i not be room enough
to receive it" (Malachi 3:10).

"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work datour of love,
which ye have sheaved toward his name ... to theagsurance of hope
unto the end: That ye be not slothful, but follosvef them who through
faith and patience inherit the promises. For wherd Ghade promise to
Abraham ... Saying, Surely blessing | will blessehand multiplying I will
multiply thee. And so, after he had patiently erdiirhe obtained the
promise” (Hebrews 6:10-15).

Cast not away therefore your confidence, whiath lgreat recompence
of reward. [36] For ye have need of patience, thfier ye have done the
will of God, ye might receive the promise. (Hebrels35-36)
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DECEPTION

Deception is a trick of Satan from the beginninge Bvas led to believe
an untruth. The consequences were drastic, fahiregcand very detri-
mental.

The Bible gives us many warnings about this eviheW Jesus was asked
about His return and the end of the world, Hist fiverds were, "Take heed
that no man deceive you, For many shall come innaiye, saying | am
Christ: and shall deceive many" (Matt. 24:4-5)m aot sure what is meant
by saying, "I am Christ,” but these people wouldiral to be Christians.
Could that be what is meant? In our day, therenaaay who claim to be
Christians and are causing many to believe thestroh@, which is not in
harmony with the teaching of Christ and the apsstidonconformity to
the world, nonresistance, true repentance, selajeand many such prin-
ciples are disregarded almost completely. And kel tbelieve they are
saved. Many are deceiving many. How very sad!

What can we do to try and stop this flood? It sustlould behoove us to
hold fast to the truth and live it to the best of ability by the grace of
God. In James 1:22, we read, "But be ye doerseoivitrd, and not hearers
only, deceiving your own selves." This is an areaneed to take a close
look at. The word is preached in truth, and we re@gn say, "That was a
good message," but are we careful enough to bes adet? Does it cause
repentance and change in our lives? Or do we ssywbuld be good to
live like that, but it's not for me? Have we deegiwurselves?

In 1 Corinthians 3:18, we read, "Let no man decéiveself. If any man
among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let benome a fool, that he
may be wise." It seems that when we have too higbreept of our own
wisdom, we try to find a higher way. Or we try igure out another way
for ourselves, living in pride instead of humility®so, in Galatians 6:3,
are these words, "For if a man think himself tosbenething, when he is
nothing, he deceiveth himself."” We need to remendugrdepravity and
trust in God's grace. Then in verses 7 and 8 Rayd, SBe not deceived;
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sowetlt, dhall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesdp corruption; but he that
soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap léeerlasting.” Do we some-
times think we can get by with a little carnalityaolittle covetousness or a
little foolishness or some other work of the flesh?
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In Ephesians 5:5, the Apostle speaks of those valve ho inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God. And then in veBséhe says, "Let no
man deceive you with vain words: for because o$e¢hthings cometh the
wrath of God upon the children of disobedience.éfEhare many other
scriptures that warn us about deception. But magedtbe enough to help
us be aware of its dangers.

Now, how can we resist deception? | will try arst & few ways that will
help.

First, by knowing the truth and continuing in it.

"Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed ron lhiye continue in
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; And yallsknow the truth,
and the truth shall make you free." Jesus is thté.tin John 14:6, He says,
"l am the way, the truth, and the life: No man cttmento the Father, but
by me." Jesus also said in the prayer He prayeibim 17:17, "Sanctify
them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”

If we know the Word of God and obey it, we will kept from decep-
tion! When we walk with the Lord and know His vo@ed obey it, He will
keep us in His care. It is important for us to &bid the doctrine of the Bi-
ble, for in 2 John, verse 9, it says, “Whosoevansgresseth, and abideth
not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. Het thbideth in it the doc-
trine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the.'Sbis also committed to
us to keep ourselves in the love of God (Jude Rithough there are many
deceivers in our day and we are in danger of dewginurselves, God has
a way for His faithful children.

By faith, believing the Bible, by prayer, diligeptteeking God's will, by
being completely committed to the Lord, our willlest in His. By know-
ing and living the Word, the Truth, by abiding hetdoctrine of Christ, by
keeping our eyes on the Lord Jesus, we will be &bleesist deception.
Deception is a terrible thing. Can you think of @iriyg worse than to think
you are saved when you are lost?

May God keep us from deception.

With love and concern,
Brother Edward S., Arizona.
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OUR MIGHTY GOD
There is none holy as the Lord: for there is noesidbe thee:
neither is there any rock like our God (1 Sam)2:2
Isaiah 40:18, 21-31
18To whom then will ye liken God? or what likenesdl w& compare
unto him? 2!Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath it @en lbold
you from the beginning? have ye not understood fiteerfoundations of
the earth?2t is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, @nedinhabi-
tants thereoére as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heagemsua-
tain, and spreadeth them out as a tent to dwelfTimat bringeth the
princes to nothing; he maketh the judges of ththess vanity24Yea, they
shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sowa; their stock shall not
take root in the earth: and he shall also blow upem, and they shall
wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away tabble.25To whom then
will ye liken me, or shall | be equal? saith thelyHOne.26Lift up your
eyes on high, and behold who hath created ttsgs,that bringeth out
their host by number: he calleth them all by nalmethe greatness of his
might, for thathe isstrong in power; not one failetttwhy sayest thou, O
Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid fieenLbrRD, and my
judgment is passed over from my Go¢PPast thou not known? hast thou
not heardthatthe everlasting God, theorD, the Creator of the ends of
the earth, fainteth not, neither is weatiy@re isno searching of his under-
standing2°He giveth power to the faint; andtteem that haveo might he
increaseth strengtP?Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the
young men shall utterly falt?But they that wait upon thedrb shall re-
newtheir strength; they shall mount up with wings as eadtesy shall
run, and not be weargndthey shall walk, and not faint.

Since his creation, man has had a desire tema higher power. He
has worshiped many gods of this world, only to B&apbointed by their
failure to deliver and bless. In Elijah's time, @antest was held between
Baal, an idol, and the God of heaven. God's povas mgaffirmed, and the
futility of worshiping idols was again demonstratéds futile to compare
the paltry gods that man has devised with the ditgiGod.

Mankind was created to glorify God. "Thou artrthg, O Lord, to re-
ceive glory and honour and power: for thou hasatee all things, and for
thy pleasure they are and were created" (Rev. 4iibur perception of
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God is vague and distant, our worship will be te@dly as we come to a
deeper understanding of God and who He is can wshypHim as we
ought. As we perceive with the ability of finite mais the awesome might
of God, may our hearts be enlarged with praiseaaludation toward Him.

Isaiah's beautiful discourse on the power angsthaof God is opened
with a challenge. His question rings through thesagWhat likeness will
ye compare unto him?" Later God asks, "To whom thignye liken me,
or shall | be equal?" What follows is a descriptadrihe irrefutable truth of
the Creator and His unrivaled authority and powesr@ll creation.

God's greatness and power have been proclaimedgtiithe ages. The
biblical patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and teadhave passed on the truth
of His sovereignty from generation to generationcsi the creation.
Though we choose to ignore all that is written poken of Him, nature it-
self will continue to testify of a supreme Creatéh. we need to do is lift
our eyes on a clear night to the myriad stars tadminded of God's
power. Night after night, each star, known by namé numbered by God,
appears in its place, never failing in its regwjabecause "He is strong in
power."

Many times we place our chair so as to be at tls¢ ddvantage for the
job or situation at hand. God has the "circle & &arth" at His disposal to
use for His divine purpose. Compared to God's gesat, we are as grass-
hoppers in the field. In contrast to the ant, drappers are a careless type
of insect, foraging today on whatever happens tavadable, never giving
thought for the future or for how they might impeotheir habitation.

Much of humanity lives in an equally careless n&nnever stopping to
consider how they might fit into God's plan and tvoHis name.

Man may rise to great power in the political andialoworld, exercising
his authority selfishly over his fellowmen; howeyewen this authority is
subordinate to God. History reveals that no ridesa great that his king-
dom cannot be reduced to nothing in a very shaibgeof time. When
God's purpose can be better fulfilled by dethrorkimgs, He makes swift
work of bringing them down. Like a gardener, Henpgaand cultivates
earthly authority. At His will, governments areaalled to take root and
flourish, or He can cause them to wilt and die &snder plant withered by
the hot summer wind.

Isaiah asks the children of Israel why they woubdilit God and think
that their problems were too great for Him. Didythleink that the answers
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to their problems would be hid from God? He wondesy they thought

their present situation was beyond hope. He th@ealpd to their knowl-

edge, "Hast thou not known?" Had they not expegdrdis goodness and
power before?

Three names are used in verse 28 of the text ttmdbtseveral attributes
of God. "Everlasting God" reminds us that He isdiiess. "Before the
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadshéal the earth and the
world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou@od" (Ps. 90:2). The
name "Lord" reminds us of His authority over théirenuniverse and His
leadership over His people. "The Creator of thesenidthe earth” again
reminds us that we owe our very existence to Hmthe same verse, we
are reminded that God is not subject to the weaasethat cause mankind
to faint. God never wearies. The world values etiocaand learning, but
even the most learned cannot begin to plumb théhdegf God's under-
standing.

One who has fainted has no power to arise or bgepfice. The text
points us to the source of power that can lift éhao have fainted under
the weight of their emotional, spiritual, and plegiburdens. Sometimes
we face apparent failure in every direction we tuhe road ahead looks
bleak, and we find no strength to go on. As we askadge our weakness
God gives us power to rise from despair and ine®asir strength.

It is an accepted fact that man is in his physgeahe during his youth.
We admire the strength and seemingly boundlessygraryoung people
and are inspired with what they can accomplish wtheg set their mind to
a task. However, even in youth we face situationw/hich, strong as we
may be, we find ourselves faint and weary. We semg people who have
utterly fallen into the snare of the foe of theauk Even for this calamitous
situation, God has the remedy. We must learn to uygson God.

Only in being patient and allowing God to reveas Miay can man re-
new his strength and find grace to carry on indarvice to God. Eagles
are admired for their strength, grace, and abilitysoar to great heights.
We, too, may rise on the wings of our affectionGod and find renewed
strength in Him. God knows our potential, but oag/we place our devo-
tion completely on Him can we soar to the life tllabundant in peace,
joy, and service. "I called upon the Lord in dissethe Lord answered me,
and set me in a large place" (Ps. 118: 5). Inlilessed state, we will find
we can run the spiritual race without becoming weare can walk the
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Christian road and not faint.

Often three words are used to describe God: onempoomnipresent,
and omniscient. Omnipotence is God's almighty gbénd strength; there
is no limit to His authority and power over creatidn His omnipresence,
God is present everywhere at all times. With tlosv@r, He is intimately
involved in the lives of all mankind. OmniscienseGod's infinite under-
standing of all things, His constant awarenesdlair@umstances, and His
complete insight into all the mysteries of life.

The fact that God loves us, cares for us, and lisoplly interested in
our lives distinctly separates Him from all theskalgods of this world. The
Bible promises rich blessings on the lives of thebe fear and wait upon
Him. "All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truthito such as keep his
covenant and his testimonies" (Ps. 25:10).

Many times we become weary in body and faint indnas we battle
against the forces of evil. Physical illness, uimdéée family situations,
and a fear of the future are a few of the thingd tbnd to weigh us down.
Modern medicine seeks to describe every emotioislothfort we face
and to remedy it with medications and other treatsheThere are justifi-
able reasons to take prescribed medications whapepicounsel has been
sought and it is in harmony with the teaching ¢ ®8ible. We do not,
however, need to bear many of the fears and burttertisve encounter.
God does not expect or even want us to carry ordens alone. We often
find peace of mind and a way through our dilemmamtve are willing to
lay down our own will and wait upon Him. Only as wempletely trust
Him and yield to Him will we find that refuge thatir soul craves.

How does God reveal Himself to His children? If wdl open our eyes,
physically and spiritually, we will find Him everyvere we turn. His maj-
esty is displayed in the tiniest snowflake andhe greatest avalanche, in
the smallest insect and in the fiercest lion, & ¢gientle drops of dew on a
rosebud or in the roaring waves that crash upatkyrshore. He is heard
in the cry of a newborn baby and seen in the cgrgte of a dying saint.
He is the power behind the conviction brought upsinner and the com-
forting presence felt by the saved. Many times eleals Himself to us
through the conversation of Christian people. H&lisin the gentle hand
laid on our shoulder by a brother or sister whasabout us. We are re-
minded of His power through the comfort and repmfahe Spirit.

If we will take the time to meditate as we studg ®Bcriptures, we will
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find that God has hidden rich gems of truth belbes$urface that go unno-
ticed by the casual reader. May our senses be awdkenew to the awe-
some greatness of God, and may our lives morelyglesftect His good-
ness and love.

Questions

1. How can our senses be more awakened to Godsnuein our lives?

2. What might be some ways to minimize emotionsirdsses?

3. Does God personally direct every act of natardnas He put the ele-
ments in motion and left them to random patterns@sDHe speak to us
through natural disasters and other acts of nature?

YIELDING TO JESUS

The call of God comes to everyone who hears salvatstory. This call
to sinners is simple, quiet, clear, and distinctitdoeckons us to "yield to
Jesus." One answers this call by responding yésgas or by doing noth-
ing, which constitutes a no answer to the Lord.

Yield has a two-fold meaning. One meaning is tcegiy, submit, sur-
render our rights, or hand our possessions to anothsed in this dimen-
sion, the word places the desires of one's wib itite hands of another.
The second meaning of yield is descriptive of aroamh produced. We
say, "That field of wheat yielded ninety bushels aere." Of this nature,
yield indicates a positive and good increase.

Our country has a network of highways. Signs altrege highways tell
us when to go, stop, merge, or yield. Yield sigres@aced along roads in
places where any secondary road meets a primarpugbfare. These
yield signs mean that we must surrender or sulmtité flow of traffic on
the main road while entering it. We must "yieldthe right of way" of the
other traffic.

Jesus is calling sinners today and asks us toltoawvElis highway of ho-
liness. He requires each one to yield to Him. Tieato give Christ the
"right of way" in our lives. Romans 6:16 states,nt& ye not, that to
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whom ye vyield yourself servants to obey, his setwga are... " In yielding
to Jesus, we surrender our wills. He then hasigin of way in our lives.
Choices and decisions are all subject to Christthdr they are social, fi-
nancial, or spiritual. This yielding is often sirephnd quiet—no big bang,
crash of thunder, or falling star. We make a singgdenmitment, saying,
"Yes, Lord, I'm yielding all to You from here on my life." We then
merge onto Christ's highway, and He becomes ourttévlashe Spirit of
truth leads and directs us on life's pathway.

This commitment of true yielding to Jesus placesnublis possession.
Our lives soon bring forth fruit. There is increaseur lives as we yield to
Him. Matthew 13:23 states, "But he that receiveddseto the good
ground is he that heareth the word, and understiarnigievhich also beare-
th fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfsloine sixty, some thirty."

Zacchaeus was a little man who longed to see Jeluput forth a spe-
cial effort to see Christ and yield to Him. He etk Christ's highway by
submitting himself, inviting Christ to come to lisuse, and making resti-
tution for past wrongs. In yielding to Jesus, Zamalks obtained a clear re-
cord and a fruitful life. Likewise, in our lives weeed to see the Lord and
be yielded to His mastership.

One day as Jesus taught by the Sea of Galileetinmoname. The peo-
ple hungered because of no food. Andrew drew Jesigsition to a lad
with five loaves of barley bread and two small #shJesus blessed the
loaves and fishes, and the yield was tremendous (88-13). Five thou-
sand people were fed with twelve full baskets dettr. What a yield! Such
were the results of one prayer by the Master.

Jesus said in Luke 13 that the kingdom of heavdikasa grain of mus-
tard seed. A man cast the tiny seed into his gamesh it grew and waxed
to a great tree where the fowls of the air came ladded. What a yield!
The increase was from the smallest of all seedsdeat tree where birds
could live. Also, the kingdom is like unto a littleaven (yeast) that a
woman hid in three measures of meal. Soon it gredvexpanded until all
the meal was as one loaf. What a yield the smallesgs produce when
blessed by the Master.

Acts 5:1-10 tells us of an early Christian coupleowonly pretended to
yield to Jesus. They agreed to keep back parteoptice of their land from
the apostles. They agreed to lie and live thatllieost them their lives,
and immediately they fell down at the apostlest.f&»o positive yield
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came forth from their lives. Pretending is not gied.

To do nothing when Jesus calls is an automaticsaecito reject Him.
To pretend not to hear Him is also rejecting Hira.pFetend to follow and
not yield everything to Him is also false. The laok yielding to Him
places us on the wrong road. This road leads twudt®n and eternal hell
fire.

Yielding to Jesus is to answer “Yes” to His caldasurrender our de-
sires, motives, and ambitions unto Christ's masigrdHe then has the
right-of-way in our lives. As we obey and contingielding to Him, He
brings about a yield or fruitage in our lives tisaa blessing and inspiration
in His kingdom.

Trust, peace, rest, and joy accompany this Chmnidife. This road leads
to those eternal heavenly mansions. Will you beethdlay we all find joy
in "yielding to Jesus," the author and finishepaf faith (Heb. 12:2).

Brother Timothy, Kentucky

"As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is goodadrom a far country”
(Proverbs 25:25

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
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