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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 3 bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor's Desk.

It seems but a very short time ago indeedeaspoke of Easter 2007
and the worldly festivities that allegedly celelerahat. The writer was
brought up in a culture of Easter bunnies and elggscross buns etc., it
was nice but it never made any sense to me asdldet how those things
related to the suffering, crucifixion and resuri@ctof Christ Jesus.

As time went by and those things were ponderngdn and answers
sought from Scriptures the worldly celebrationsdmee clear as distrac-
tions from Satan so that people would not thinkGaid's greatest gift to
mankind, His Son Jesus, and Him crucified for aos shat we might go
free from eternal condemnation and hell.

For the Christian to celebrate Easter infitsehot | believe wrong, it is
the manner of the celebration which we should goesind examine in
light of Scriptures. It would perhaps be most appade to reflect on the
life of our Lord and Saviour, but especially thdast few days when He
supped for the last time with His disciples, thrediin the garden of Geth-
semane as He submitted His will to the will of thether and allowed
Himself to be taken into custody, His sufferingtta¢ hands of those who
hated Him because He challenged their authoritiisywords and actions.
Read Isaiah 54 to grasp more fully our salvatiooppesied through His
suffering and death: “....He was led as a Lamb tcstheghter....”

There is also room for rejoicing as we reathm Gospels of His resur-
rection, the crowning victory over death and siorever!

| believe we can celebrate that with the grgtaof joys and overflow-
ing gratitude to our God and Jesus Christ, it hasngus an assurance that
we can be saved from our sins and live for Him @ndim all the days of
our mortal lives and then abide with Him and a# gaints in heaven for
eternity. Oh what joy that will be when my Savidsee!

It is our earnest hope and prayer that ydlugive time to meditate on
the sermon by Brother Paul Weaver and celebrasegtieiatest of all events
that ever occurred or will ever occur: “The Resation of Christ Jesus.”

Jvan Loon.

*kkkkkk
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MINISTER'S CORNER .

THE RESURRECTION.
Bro. Paul R. Weaver (1921-2002).

"If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins' (1 Corin-
thians 15:17).

| had to think what a tremendous important ¢veok place in the resur-
rection experience. | thought this morning to spab&ut the resurrection
as a vitalizing of faith and hope. When Jesus wasifted, the disciples
beheld all that happened. Those things happenddssdhat they almost
forgot about the things that He had said, and ithaas necessary that He
would go this way, and that He would rise agairfe@ times in His min-
istry Jesus talked to His disciples and said whatlld/ happen. "The day
will come when the Son of man must be taken, andvilesuffer and die
and be crucified, but | will rise again." Always thie end of speaking of
the fact of His suffering was the fact that He vebrise again.

It is true that when these things happenedasg such a new thing that
the disciples somehow were stunned a bit. | suppasgbe if we were
there, we would have been a little like they wétewever, we have heard
these things for many years of our life. We havartheéhe facts of the res-
urrection. They become a known truth that we spdadut. I, again, want
to help us to look at the facts and see what thagilsl mean, and what it
will do for us when it grips us fully. We are thing about the fact that
Christ arose. In that fact, He has made possie@thwver that should touch
and transform our lives as well, by the power @f thsurrection from Jesus
Christ from the dead.

Paul says in the Philippian letter that he rdesthat he might be able to
somehow show the experience of His suffering ankhtow "the power of
His resurrection, and the fellowship of His suffiggs” (Philippians 3:10).
Paul was convinced that the life that he now lwes "by the faith of the
Son of God" (Galatians 2:20). It calls for our faitVe see the need for the
exercising of faith in the healing of the lame marthe book of Acts. It
was necessary that he had faith. It was necessarytere was a faith ex-
pressed on the part of Peter, when he reachedhahd and took him by
the hand and said, "Arise" (Acts 9:34). Faith wasded on both sides.

The apostle Peter also, in his epistle writtethe Church says "Blessed
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be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus ChristchvhAccording to His
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a livephe by the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead" (1 Peter 1P&ter recognized again
afresh, that it was the experience that transgiefdre his eyes that he was
in the midst of a vitalizing experience. It was shing that spurred in
him a measure of dynamic power.

That experience caused him to search the Scriptinese days they were
together until the Holy Spirit came upon them imaasure greater than
before.l believe they studied the Scriptures like in rileen time. They be-
gan to piece the things together and remembehalihings that the proph-
ets had spoken about Him that should come to passhad happened be-
fore their eyes. John wrote about these, "thingshkvimust shortly come to
pass" (Revelation 1:1). It is good for us to be satmat involved and real-
ize what God is doing. Therefore, the fact of tesurrection should add a
spark, be a revitalizing, and should put sometlihg dynamic force into
our faith, and into the hope that we have thabisus far beyond this life
— that which lies in the eternal.

In John 14 Jesus was talking about His goingyawle was going to
"prepare a place" (verse 3), a "mansion” (versar2) He must go away.
He will come again and where He is we can be dlbose are beautiful
thoughts — thoughts that we ought to cling to. Ehee mansions because
Jesus said so. We believe it. We cannot explaatl,ibut we believe. It
should be a revitalizing of our faith. In that saat@pter in verse 19 Jesus
said, "Yet a little while, and the world seeth M@ more; but ye see Me:
because | live, ye shall live also.” That is therglus experience.

The world will lose sight. The world today amalus is keeping a time
of great festivities perhaps and they are takemupeir commercial inter-
ests and the social expressions and all that gaesthe "Easter" season.
That ought to be a very fickle thing with us, shibitlnot? In the depths of
all of this, the resurrection of Jesus Christ s thing that revitalizes and
brings vitality to our faith, to our living, and tthe purpose to which we
live and hope that we can "attain" [Philippiansi3:1
We are inspired by the fact that Jesus rose agHme. resurrection opens
up unto us something that the world does not e&pee.

We would not expect them to, but to us who arehefgower of God of
whom Jesus said, "the world seeth Me no more; s Me." "They will
soon forget all about Me, but ye shall see Me." akkecalled upon to keep
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our eyes glued and fixed on Jesus as the One whgdre through death
for us and "become the first fruits of them thatps! (1 Corinthians 15:20).
Through Him, we too, might be able to rise untorégmurrection of life and
we shall receive eternal life. Jesus said, "Becalise, ye shall live also”

(John 14:19).

Luke 24 is largely the experience of the Dayhef Resurrection. We see
a little bit of something portrayed in the Recondttis kept for us of how
they struggled with their thoughts and with themraginations, with their
discernment and maybe some preconceived ideas. fiéeged to work
them through because they saw things that theyamutl explain.

In the early hours of the day following the dwfeasts and preparation,
we see a few women going to the sepulchre becdesehtad observed
where Joseph of Arimathaea and Nicodemus [Johr9],%had "begged the
body of Jesus" (Luke 23:52) to put in his tomb.

Scholars of today and theologians are comingitip some new light on
what happened the week when Jesus was crucifiex; pitopound a lot of
guestions of why and how that a consistent Jewiah would have given
room to have Jesus put in his new tomb, and sdNewertheless, the an-
swer is simple to those who believe because we\melhat God superin-
tended over all of it. God could make the men'stegaspond according to
the need of the hour.

They borrowed a tomb, an empty room, and theydvaed a lot of things
in His death, but the cross was His own.

Jesus took and bore it, but the grave couldcantain Him. Praise God
that He has risen. He arose because death hadwery pwer Him. He was
not a sinner and a transgressor, and subject @atih s was Adam and all
the descendants of Adam on down till today. Wesatgect to death be-
cause of sin. Jesus was the triumphant one andv'kmmesin" (2 Corin-
thians 5:21). Therefore, the things that were usdtat day were not per-
manent. He did not need them permanently but anfylfill.

When they discovered that He had given Hisdifie life had gone out
of the body, there was a dead form on that croesy Tharveled that He
was already dead. That was again another factldsats had power. God
was at work. Men were not. Men can only bring fa#ath, but Christ and
God are able to bring forth life.

The power of life is with God and Jesus had thadis hands.
The early morning little band of followers (seraf whom were not far
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from the cross during the last hours of Jesushkyalife before He gave
His life) saw the sufferings, and they were quateen with all that was al-
lowed. We wonder too, that it was necessary antl atiahat suffering
needed to be. You know, the suffering was for asug was willing to go
that route of the fleshly body and suffer in thesfi to help us to realize
that if suffering comes our way we can reach oytfdith, to a source that
is greater than that power that was present timetieel attempts of men to
put Him to death.

We can overcome those kind of adversaries antttaffis that men en-
deavour to bring by the power of our faith in ounds

We are encouraged again to know that Jesiseis. When they came to
the tomb they wondered who would roll away the st¢klark 16:3].
However, when they got there the stone was roleayalt was an empty
tomb. There were two things especially to note twds along with this
story of these individuals. When Peter and Johnecamning to the tomb
and saw an empty tomb, one of the things that Were commanded to do
was "Come, see the place where the Lord lay" (Maitl28:6). See the
empty tomb. What else? "Go ... and tell" (Matthe8v72. Go and make it
known that He is arisen, and remember having seyot He will arise the
third day and meet you in Galilee. Go meet Him.

The Scripture says, "Come and see. Get a ghinfpsalize it is an empty
tomb." The tomb could not contain Him. Even theagingatch of the secu-
rity that these professing people of God (and ahrézs of Jesus) remem-
bered, that when He was alive, He said that He evatite again [Matthew
27:63]. Somehow they marked that a little bit skamhan the followers of
Jesus. Sometimes individuals who like to counteaact are ready to ar-
gue, know some things about the Scriptures a biebthan we do. How-
ever, they remember for the wrong purpose.

They said "Sir, we remember that that decesaed, while He was yet
alive, after three days | will rise again. (64) Guand therefore that the
sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest disciples come by
night, and steal Him away, and say unto the pediiejs risen from the
dead: so the last error shall be worse than tis¢' f{Matthew 27:63, 64).
They had crucified Him. They thought that they nbad Him — this
‘troublemaker’ out of the way. They wanted to bee suwow to seal that
tomb. They set a seal on that tomb. They set watohthere. We know
what happened. When the angel descended from glatyolled back the
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stone and sat upon it, what happened? These watctimeeame as dead
men" (Matthew 28:4), in the presence and the paiebod. Therefore,
they knew that He had arisen. They said to these wi® were there and
supposed to be watchmen and guardsmen, "Say yalistiples came by
night, and stole Him away while we slept” (Matth2®&:13). "And if this
gets you into trouble we will secure you." They aveeady to stake their
lives against the very truth and the facts to symp} to cover up, rather
than to accept the fact that they had no powenigmhour.

We see the power of God working. Men were leslpl There was noth-
ing they could do. When the program of God cama pwint and a time,
the third day He arose and nothing could stopdabse God was there.
Today we are challenged to simply believe the Wan@lwe not?

How often do we falter around the Word when thimk of circum-
stances, face oppositions, and a number of adesrsitat maybe are spo-
ken of against Christianity? Does our faith conginta stand strong in the
Lord? Do we remember what the Lord has said sowveatan still go on
believing? In Luke 24:11 we read, "And their wosg®emed to them as idle
tales, and they believed them not." Even with ladise striking facts and
evidences, as they told the story, Mary MagdalemeMary the mother of
James and other women who were with them told thi@sgs unto the
apostles and "they believed them not.” After altto$, when Jesus met the
disciples for the first occasion, Thomas was netdhand he said, "Except
| shall see in His hands the print of the nailsj @t my finger into the
print of the nails, and thrust my hand into Hisesidl will not believe"
(John 20:25).

That is only a testimony of our faith maybeddmow much we falter,
and how much we feel that "If only we could havere¢here. Then we
could believe." "If | could have been there to ddhitat and all that hap-
pened, | could believe." These were men who haetilied with Jesus and
saw the miracles He did, and knew the power thah&te Yet, they could
not conceive the fact that Jesus could lay down liftssand take it up
again. These tales seemed like "idle tales," aay tould not believe it. It
was too much.

Then as we go through this chapter, in versewE3behold two disci-
ples. We do not know who they were. After they cdraek they found the
eleven disciples together and told them about Wwhdthappened. Thus, it
was probably not any of the named eleven aposiiéghey were disciples
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at least. These two went toward "a village calledhtaus, which was from
Jerusalem about threescore furlongs. (14) And thliked together of all

these things which had happened” (Luke 24:13-14y¥ak a good subject
to talk about. It was good to talk it over. It wgsod to see two brethren
walking together pondering over truth and factd tied some relation to
their experience.

We get our encouragement at times in talking thowgs with brethren.

They were talking these things over maybe imesshat of bewilder-
ment and misunderstanding. These things were s¢ s®ward to grasp,
and hard to conceive that the One who had manifesteh power was cru-
cified. They saw men take Him, not fully realizitigat He was giving
Himself and that it was not the power of men. Jesid on one occasion
"Thou couldest have no power at all against Megpkd were given thee
from above" (John 19:11). Peter used his swordcamdhe ear off the ser-
vant of the high priest. Jesus having healed d,sd#re ye come out as
against a thief with swords and staves for to tsle® (Matthew 26:55)?
"Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to My Fatterd He shall presently
give Me more than twelve legions of angels" (Matth26:53)? "This is
your hour, and the power of darkness" (Luke 22:68j), "I lay down My
life" (John 10:15).

In the resurrection we see Jesus taking up lifeabgain. These were
things that they pondered "And it came to passg, thiaile they communed
together and reasoned, Jesus Himself drew neanvantdwith them. (16)
But their eyes were holden that they should notwkibm™ (Luke24:15,
16). As they were talking Jesus might have beemgsRWNhat is this thing
that you are talking about that seems to be s@watut, sad, and heavy of
heart?" One of them said, "Art thou only a strange¥erusalem, and hast
not known the things which are come to pass thethese days?" Great
things had taken place those couple of days befidrey said, "Jesus of
Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed andivbefore God and
all the people: (20) And how the chief priests and rulers delivered Him
to be condemned to death, and have crucified Hif). But we trusted that
it had been He which should have redeemed Isradlbaside all this, to-
day is the third day. . (verses 19-21). "And now have some more
strange things come to our ears.” "And certain woalso of our company
made us astonished, which were early at the seq@l28) And when they
found not His body, they came, saying, that they &lao seen a vision of
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angels, which said that He was alive" (verses 32, lesus asked the ques-
tions to His disciples, "Why seek ye the living argathe dead” (Luke
24:5)? "He is arisen, He is alive as He said." hiwas to again recapture,
or be stimulated in our faith that we follow oneams a living Lord and
not one who is dead.

We follow One who is just as alive today as eaed more powerful than
ever.

He is now seated at the right hand of God. Assalt of the resurrection
we have an intercessor. He is alive and interestaads. We have trust.
They had been building faith around this particuratividual. He was a
great prophet. He was mighty in deeds, in works lteadid and the Word
that He spoke. Even the elements of the univerggoreled to Him when
He rebuked the waves, and oh so many things, andadeower. He had
done so many things in the days of His ministryvéttheless, those rulers,
the chief priests, had condemned Him to death andified Him. They
understood the crucifixion but not the resurrection

In verse 25 it speaks about the Master who wititholden from them
and who talked to them. From this time onward Hgaoefrom Moses and
the prophets to expound unto them all the ScrigtuBefore that He re-
buked them by saying, "0 fools, and slow of hearb¢lieve all that the
prophets have spoken.” God has shown us a patisdbétprints, some of
His faith, sufferings, and movings through the agédse record has been
kept by the Holy Spirit for us. The words of the utto of the prophets
when they spoke of the things of the Lord are kepour learning.

Let us not be afraid to believe all that the prefghhave spoken.

Finally, this whole picture comes together. Y the puzzle together,
as we would say and we see the full picture. Tadayare this side of Cal-
vary and we say, "Well, we do not disbelieve." Us faith still as vital and
rich? Do we glory in the fact that we have a ritend and we have One
whom we are called to serve that has the poweroof (@ be with us to do
the things that He said He would do when we goaodtface the world?

| suppose it was with them a little like itvisth us today. We think, "If
God is so powerful, and we go out to witness astifyewe could mention
only a little and they cannot lay hands on anyoeeahse we are serving a
risen Lord." However, we find throughout historydividuals who were
servants of the Lord since the resurrection of €hn the New Testament
era — men whose lives were taken by wicked men theg lost their
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physical life. Then, we are confused sometimesthmk, "If we have all

this kind of power, we should be able to rebukes¢hleind of powers that
are before us and God will deliver us without aaifesings, or controver-
sies, and we simply march through." That is thailtesf the disciples
thinking in their day. They failed to fully undeasid all that was said.

Today, the Scriptures say we are not promiskeedaof ease, and we are
not promised even to be spared of our physical lewever, we are
promised power to overcome the enemy of our sodlvea can live eter-
nally. Finally it does not stop at the end of phgsilife, if our faith is
strong and revitalized the fact is that our faitbstnmove us beyond the
experience in the physical flesh to lay hold onuintory we have in Christ
in the eternal ages — in the eternity to come.

Today, we take up our discipleship followingrHivho was crucified.
Though Jesus could have, in His day subdued afiettememies, it was
necessary to redeem us. We do not know why it ¢egsary for some to-
day who witness for the Lord, to be like the app$thul who was put in
prison and the apostles who died and were martiynetheir service and
faith expressions and labours in behalf of the #org. We cannot answer
all of those things. But we are called upon to keepeye fixed on the One
who overcame so that we can overcome with Him.

As He came forth as the first fruits of theuresction we can follow. We
too shall be able to live eternally with Him. Mayrdhearts not be slow to
believe but to develop a faith that is anchorethenwork and the Word of
the Lord Jesus.

The facts of Christ’s resurrection are a centraith and foundation of the
Christian faith

It is important that we believe with an undi@sng confidence in it.
We have statements from the Apostle Paul's expmressn 1 Corinthians
15 — the resurrection chapter. Paul endeavouréelfpus understand the
experience of the resurrection as it is. Jesus nitagessible. The res-
urrection is a central and a foundational truthwisych the Christian faith
is founded, and for which we live as we follow thkaster. We need to
embrace it without questioning and without a Idss, rather with confi-
dence.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15:17 "If Christ o raised, your faith is
vain; ye are yet in your sins." "If in this life lgrwe have hope in Christ,
we are of all men most miserable. (20) But nowlisi€ risen from the
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dead, and become the first fruits" (verses 19, R(% a centrality of the
course and the foundation for the Christian Chutahthe New Testament
time as long as time shall last. Verse 23 sayst &ery man in his own
order: Christ the first fruits; afterward they tlzaie Christ's at His coming."
This outworking and the manifestation will follolrough when we have
that.

Jesus' resurrection was necessary for us éfulfilment of Scriptures.
Luke 24:44 says, "all things must be fulfilled, wihiwere written in the
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psatmncerning Me." Je-
sus told this to those two men on the way to Emmidiis necessary to be-
lieve the word of the prophets and those who prsiglde Over and over
again in Jesus ministry He did this because of wied spoken by the
prophets, so that they may be able to put it tagetBverything needed to
happen that the prophets spoke of. They did nakspemething that was
contrary or out of place, or that Jesus neededrteelow fit in to fulfill. It
happened according to the prophets. We are remioidédh the accounts,
as Jesus lived His life on earth, that these wezdlings that were the ful-
filment of the words of the prophets.

The resurrection finally brings us to the fattiat these things were ful-
filled. There are other things yet, of course, tihat prophets have written
in the Scriptures, even of those things which ‘lshalhereafter" (Revela-
tion 1:19). Much had been centred around the restion — the things
that the prophets spoke because it was the fulfitroé man's redemption
when the plan of salvation was made complete ardp#rfect sacrifice
was made. Now that redeemed body of believers waiowf Him will
someday be taken out of this world to live with Himglory. That is the
end results of the great work of God and the fukiht of the great plan.

God's whole plan was laid out in the Old TesatrScriptures all the
way through. We see God's great interest in mages iand fulfilling that
need by providing salvation, bringing it to compmat and not stopping
here with being able to have seen Him live on edrte fulfilment of this
all will go beyond into the greater experienceshef fulfilment in the eter-
nal ages to come. Our faith must go beyond simplybelief and experi-
ence in the present. What the resurrection symémlghall finally be our
portion when we go beyond the experience here dh daaling with sin.
The resurrection is necessary for the forgivenéssro

"If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; gee yet in your sins," Paul
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says. Finally, the resurrection was not only thatgdve His blood and was
called the perfect "Lamb of God" (John 1:29), toabée to die and to have
His blood shed for the remission of the transgned$dhat would be the
end what would be the reality of the hope beyorat?hNothing," Paul
says, "you would still be in your sins.” You woudll be guilty before
God. Today, we can experience redemption and leededl by the power
of God over sins that are our plague continualipalfy, one day we can
be with that number that shall be taken out andhlie presence of the
Holy One where Jesus is today.

The facts of the resurrection make the way taibgfied before God.

Paul says in Romans 4:24, 25 "But for us alsayhom it shall be im-
puted, if we believe on Him that raised up JesusLoud from the dead;
(25) Who was delivered for our offences, and wasedhagain for our jus-
tification." Jesus stands in the presence of the ®@ho was just. He be-
came the "justifier,” for us in the presence of Gbi@ satisfied the just
demands of that. Therefore, today He is there ¢aténg for us. It is a
hope — our offenses have been removed and we gtstifted in the pres-
ence of God.

The resurrection experience and truths are neggssathat we can have
a blessed hopédn 1 Corinthians 15:19-23 we have these wordsin'this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all manst miserable. (20)
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and becadmeefitst fruits of them
that slept. (2I) For since by man came death, by ozane also the resur-
rection of the dead. (22) For as in Adam all diereso in Christ shall all
be made alive. (23) But every man in his own or@wist the first-fruits;
afterward they that are Christ's at His coming,isT$hows to us that sin
came through man into the world. We have experigribe results of a
fallen nature that came passed down to us fronfitsteman Adam. Jesus
Christ came into the world in the form of humarsfieand lived among
men. By man came the sinless Man who could provediemption and
salvation. Now He has given Himself so that we loarfree.

We can experience eternal life through Him iy ®ne who was Victor
— not the one who was defeated but we follow the @ho was Victor.
He proved His power because He did not merely gisap He did not be-
come made into earth and His body decayed. Ratteetpok up that body
and came forth in a new body. He came forth ingbeer of God and
manifested His power over all nature, all fleshg ail powers that are
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known to man. Jesus has proven and shown to usdkt@hg can withhold
Him.
The resurrection gives power and effectivenesgpréaching. It is the
power of Christ. "And if Christ be not risen, thisrour preaching vain, and
your faith is also vain" (1 Corinthians 15:14). Téaés a lot of religion that
is bound around a dead person. The Christian ogligi the only religion
that has that living Lord as the central and pouleshe. All the rest are
dead men. Today, let us be sure. We have a messagkving message to
dying men that they can be redeemed. They can iexjgerthe redeeming
power.
It brings power and effectiveness for faith. Christ be not raised, your
faith is vain" (1 Corinthians 15:17). We put ouwudt in the living, unlim-
ited power of God. By the acts of that which hdstaplace before, gives
reason why we can continue to exercise faith ihwkach He has spoken
and shall come to pass in the future. We see @fjshof earth and men's
devices and even the devil's power that was setstgand hoped to dem-
onstrate and hold Him. It all gave way to the poaktod when He was
resurrected. The grave could not contain Him. Déaih no power to hold
Him.
The resurrection gives proof of His being the 8b&od.The resurrection
gives proof that He was the Son of God accordinth¢ospirit of holiness
by the resurrection of the dead. This verse we m@aWomans 1:3-5. The
apostle Paul says, "Concerning His Son Jesus Giuistord, which was
made of the seed of David according to the fledh;Ahd declared to be
the Son of God with power, according to the smfiholiness, by the res-
urrection from the dead: (5) By whom we have reegigrace and apos-
tleship, for obedience to the faith among all nagiofor His name." Fi-
nally, there is nothing else that is able to stalmhgside of that as creden-
tials for the reason of our faith and our disciplpsto follow the Lord Je-
sus. Paul spoke of the Son of God who arose frendéad by the power
of God. It gives us the credentials and effectigsni® give this message,
and to go forth to the world.
The effectiveness of His resurrection it brokelihes of deathReally the
effect of it was that it delivers man from the vegptivity of death. Many
today fear death because they have no hope bependgrave. They fear
the fact of death because they face the unknown guilt on their con-
science. Brethren and sisters, we can go freelgniig the powers of God
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and the resurrection of His power working in us amaking us new crea-
tures in Christ. If that reality is true and ourrgpwitnesses with His Spirit
"that we are the children of God" (Romans 8:16), @@ go forth with
confidence. It is a revitalizing to our faith angrdope.

The resurrection makes is possible for the fuageesses with God and to
believe in the resurrection of Christ is part ofr @onfession of faithPaul
said in Romans 10:9, "If thou shalt confess withriouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hatlechlsim from the dead. . ."
We may pass over that rather readily at times it verse is one that we
work with when we tell men what is necessary taambsalvation. They
need to confess the Lord Jesus with their mouthbetidve in their heart.
One of the parts of that belief is that God raiseh from the dead, be-
cause that puts the power in it. It puts a dynamit because it is a power
that cannot be contained. It should enthuse usle hit. It should get us a
little bit excited about our faith. It is that whidinally is part of what we
profess — that we are following a living Lord ané are not merely fol-
lowing a form. We are following One who is alive.

His resurrection to the children of God means twathave a living advo-
cate with the Father todayl'he results and the effects finally give us op-
portunity. We have One by the throne of God todaking intercession —
an advocate. Jesus Christ the righteous is my atvdocday to help me in
my Christian experience. It is He to whom | can eodaily, and need to
come daily, and keep the records clear betweennmdensy Lord. He is
there seated today at the right hand of God folantefor you if you are a
child of God.

The resurrection fact means a new body for eteriihis is one of the
glorious things that follows. Finally, this old bp@inally wears out and we
have no more use for it. We look for the time wiagncan receive a new
body and we will have a body like unto His gloridusdy. We could take
time to read in the 1 Corinthians 15 all aboutwhagous bodies that are for
their purpose in their special sphere and effentgs. It will be raised a
spiritual body. That is what we are talking abo#igain, as our faith
stands, it does not stop at the grave. We loolafoew body and we look
for a new heaven and a new earth — raised up wigwabody.

The resurrection means that we are brought to cdthafore the great
Judge of' all the earth and justified, uncondemnHluere will be a resur-
rection of all men. Another fact of the resurrectiof Jesus Christ is that
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the righteous shall come forth and be able to skaidre God justified in

the provision that God made in Christ. There wdlddso a resurrection of
the unjust who will also come forth. The resurractmessage finally tells
us of a future coming event. We ought to preparmadet our God.

Given at Centreville Mennonite Church where BrouP#eaver was a

Minister of the Gospelsed by permission from “The Pulpit Exchange”
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Family Worship — Article 3
Meaningful Family Worship

Family worship is an outworking of adoration, reverence, and praise for the
Lord. It is not a feeling that can be gotten by personal effort and laid down at
will. It is a love that is present not only at the time set aside for worship, but
is present in all of life. In order for family worship to be meaningful, parents
must have that worshipfull spirit in their lives. Otherwise, it becomes only a
form and has no power or influence in their own lives nor does it inspire their
children to worship the Lord, who made all things and who only is worthy of
our worship.

Without that spirit of worship, the time set aside for family worship be-
comes only sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal. Inattention does the same
thing. A monotonous, dull routine tends to divert interest from the Word.

The central theme of meaningful family worship is God and His Word.
There is no substitute for reading and explaining the Word. The sense of the
Word must be given to young children so that they can begin to understand
and absorb the Word in their minds. No Bible storybook, no matter how
good it is, should take the place of reading the Bible. It can be used as a diver-
sity, but not in place of the Bible. Some object that the Bible is too hard to
understand. That is one of the reasons our children should begin to learn to
understand the Word when they are young. If they need to wait until later in
life, they have missed the best time of their lives.

Family worship is a good time to encourage Bible memorization. You may
not be able to spend much time at it, but repeating a short passage together
will help rivet it in the absorbent minds of the children. It will also brush up
the verses for the adults and older children.
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Family worship is a good time to sing. Singing is an important part of our
public worship services. Because of this, we should also stress its importance
in family worship. Teach simple children's songs that teach lessons, that talk
of God and His Son, Jesus, that praise God for all He does for us, that give
solid practical basis on which to build a life that will be useful for God later
on. Make singing enjoyable for everyone. If you can, learn some new songs.
But do not always work on new songs, because children need repetition to
learn songs and to enjoy singing them. At times, older children get tired of
singing the same song that the preschooler repeatedly picks. But repetition is
a necessary part of the learning process. Teach the older ones patience with
the little ones.

As children learn to read, have them participate in reading the Bible. A
good practice is to take turns, each reading a verse around the family circle.
The younger ones may need more coaching, but it brings its dividends. An-
other practice that helps children concentrate on what is being read is to af-
terward ask them to give a thought or answer a question on what was read.
The younger ones may be asked only to give a word that was read in some
verse. The older ones should be expected to produce questions or thoughts
about the passage. Do not settle for less than their capabilities.

Another good practice is to read a short portion of a good book, such as
the Martyrs Mirror ot Pilgrim's Progress. This can be the inspiration that some of
the older children need in order to take interest in this type of reading. In the
Martyrs Mirror, it becomes very laboring to read everything on doctrinal issues.
Do not eliminate all of it, but some parts are repetitious, so limit them.

You are probably asking, "When do you find time to do all of these things?
We just do not have time to spend an hour each morning or evening to do all
of this.” You are probably right. You do not need to do all of these things
every day. Our practice as a family has been to sing a hymn on Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday. On Tuesday and Thursday, instead of singing, we
read a portion from the Martyrs Mirror.

You do not need to spend a long time for family worship, but you should
be willing to devote fifteen or twenty minutes of each day in worship and
seeking the Lord's guidance, since He has so graciously given you the whole
day!

What is the best time of the day for family worship? Some say that the
morning is the only time to have it, and others say that it is all but impossible
for them to work family worship into their morning schedule. My opinion is
that the morning is the best time for several reasons. First, if we begin the day
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with the Lord, the tone is set for the rest of the day. Second, usually everyone
is more alert in the morning. I remember a home where they had family wor-
ship in the evening. Because of the late hour, some of the children fell asleep
between verses and were wakened to read their verse. Could they get much
out of the reading and explanation the parents gave? These suggestions are
not the only way to keep family worship meaningful, but they can help to
make the time more profitable for everyone.

Use some variation in your selections for reading. You may follow the
guide in the Rod and Staff Sunday school books for your daily reading. That
is good, but it may be more meaningful if you at times read some passage di-
rectly related to a current circumstance, such as a sickness in the family, a
birth, a death, or a certain struggle the family is experiencing. Whatever you
use, let it be your guide and not your master. You should use some pattern,
and not just a haphazard way of selecting where to read.

It also adds interest if on Saturday morning you follow a different routine.
We find it inspirational to each give a memory verse and a thought about it,
and then sing a song or two. Other Saturday mornings we sing four or five
songs and then have sentence prayers specifically mentioning something we
are thankful for. Prayer is very important. Teach the young children to pray,
possibly by repeating after you a simple prayer directed to their needs. Have
the older children pray also. It is good to give several specific prayer requests
that should be remembered in the prayer. That helps children to learn to be
conscious of and to reach out to others’ needs.

Children need to be taught to sit reverently in family worship just as much
as in church. It is easier to keep a reverent attitude if family worship is held in
the living room instead of around the breakfast table. It may also be necessary
to take the telephone receiver off the hook to avoid interruptions.

Whatever way you do it, try to make it meaningful and inspirational for all
involved. To have family worship only sporadically shows what priority you
place on worshipping God. Your children will catch that. Make sure they have
no reason to catch the wrong vision from your pattern of having family wor-
ship.

—Lee Schrock, The Christian Contender,1999.
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Gaining Inspiration From Old Testament Worship (Part 3)
Trimming Our Lamps

Lamps of the Bible era were uncomplicated deyjidesigned to hold oil
and a wick. The wick was usually flax, perhaps teds Keeping a lamp
burning brightly required not only replenishing tb# but also trimming
the wick.

The lamp tender used snuffers and a snuff digiirh the wick. When
Bezaleel made the golden candlestick for the tep@ealso made snuffers
and snuff dishes out of pure gold (Exodus 37:28uffers would probably
be called tweezers today. When a person trimmadha,l he picked off the
ashen end of the wick and placed it in the litd@p

Christians are known as "children of light"tfdal2:36; Ephesians 5:8; 1
Thessalonians 5:5). How might our lamps need toilvened?

Anything that hinders our shining brightly for Gathould be trimmed.
Otherwise, our light is less than it should be. iyaiCrosby cast this
thought poetically when she wrote,
When Jesus comes to reward His servants,
Whether it be noon or night,
Faithful to Him will He find us watching,
With our lamps all trimmed and bright?

When we become aware of trimming that will hedpshine more brightly
for Him, we should do so immediately. Just as akgna dim lamp was
cheerless and unsatisfactory, so are we to Godandellow men when
we neglect to maintain our lamps.

Perhaps our speech needs to be trimmed to tetcommunication be,
Yea, yea; Nay, nay" (Matthew 5:37).

What we feed our souls through reading and muosexds to be consid-
ered. Those things have an effect on our light. &ones our lights burn
low because we have been listening to ourselvegrbriscouragement.
The psalmist trimmed his lamp by speaking thus: Y\ thou cast down,
0 my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? Hbpe in God" (Psalm
42:5).

The Christian worker wearies and needs timagfoéshing before con-
tinued usefulness. Prayer, Bible study, and worsimp our wicks, provid-
ing fuller, brighter light.
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When we find that our lamps need to be trimmezlshould not become
discouraged. Quality oil is always available, foosdaHimself supplies the
fuel for the lamp. But it is up to us to controlrdwearts and keep them on
fire for God, even if ashes form on the fringes.nyl@eople seem to think
that the blessing of a uniform, steady Christiapegience is beyond reach.
But this is not so. If we but keep our lamps tringiti®y governing our-
selves more assertively, we will know the joy oé t@hristian graces at
work.

We have Jesus Himself to help in this necessamk. It was both
prophesied and fulfilled, The "smoking flax [wickhall he not quench"
(Isaiah 42:3; Matthew 12:20). Let us use His helda our part in keeping
our lamps trimmed and brightly burning.

Jonathan Erb Used by permission from: “The Eastdennonite Testimony”
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SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from various Anabaptist publications

Doctrines of the Bible by Daniel Kauffman. Editor.

THE DOCTRINE OF MAN
Chapter 1.

The most remarkable thing about man, outsidéheffact that he was
created in the image of God, is his capacity farettgpment. This is true,
both in paths of righteousness and in the way#of s

Man is of a dual nature, in this that he ishbibéshly and spiritual. On
the one hand, he is like God; while on the otherishlike the animal crea-
tion. As a being like unto God he is intelligemjays spiritual fellowship,
is the possessor of a soul that has eternal egestéys a being like unto the
lower animals, he is subject to the limitationstloé flesh—to sickness,
pain, and death.

Comparing man with God, we find him inferiorGmd in every point on
which the comparison is made. The difference mayl@essed in two
words: finite and INFINITE. Yet, as already pointedt, man has the ca-
pacity for development, his room for growth is amted, since he may
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continue to grow a whole life-time without reachipgrfection, and the
longer he serves God the more he becomes like fiaeDModel. Man's
largeness depends wholly upon how fully he yieldsself to God and re-
pudiates the dominion of the flesh.

Comparing man with the lower animals, he isalaove them in intelli-
gence, dominion, and power—his capacity far beytr&m, either for
good or for evil. While the lower animals are goext through instinct,
man is blessed with reasoning powers which give dnnmmmensely larger
sphere. When an animal dies, all that is left ¢gaigass that returns to dust.
When a man dies, his body returns to dust whilesthg continues to exist
forever. But when man, like the lower animals, sitbrto the dominion of
the flesh, he sinks into depths of depravity unknanvthe animal world.

The practical question continually confronting is, Will we, like the
lower animals, grovel in the dust? or will we, ligod, dwell in the heav-
enlies?

So God created man in His own image, in the imdgéan created He
him; male and female created He themGenesis 1:27.

The psalmist, evidently meditating upon thedjmss and mercy of God
and considering the great contrast between thait@fGod and finite man
for whom the Creator did so much, burst forth innder and praise, ex-
claiming, "WHAT IS MAN that thou art mindful of hif Drawing our
deductions from the Word of God, as in the lightltoé Word we make a
study of ourselves and our fellow creatures, ledttesmpt an answer:

1. Man is a finite image of the Infinite God.

After God had supplied the earth with vegetadsid animal life, there
was still no creature that bore His own image. $al Gaid, "Let us make
man in our image" (Gen. 1:26). Man, like the Creatthose image he
bears, is a compound being. When God said. "Lehaise," etc., He used
language that indicated the Trinity of the Godhégdther, Son, Holy
Ghost), as the trinity of man is indicated in tlsagnificant expression,
"Spirit and soul and body" (I Thess. 5:23). Mamaisompound being, also,
in the fact that he resembles both God and thealrireation. In physical
structure there is much in the way of similarityvaeen man and the lower
animals, and, like them, man is subject to sicknga, and death. On the
other hand he is endowed with a mind that enablasti rule the world,
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and all the moral attributes of God, named in aiptes chapter and which
God possesses to perfection, are possessed byarmarirhited degree.
Man, while bearing the image of God, can never hopegual Him; for in

all things God is perfect and infinite while manngperfect and finite.

2. Man is the noblest and greatest of all God'#Becreatures.

The intelligence of man gives him the mastergrahe animal world.
Man alone possesses a spirit that enables himnioncme with his Maker,
receiving revelations from God by which he govdrisslife. Moreover, he
is the possessor of a soul which is not only in mamion with his Maker
here, but which will, at the point of dissolutioettveen soul and body,
take its flight to the great God who gave it. Weaky we, with the psalm-
ist, burst forth in reverent worship and say, "llyiraise thee; for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made: marvelous are thyrks" (Psalm 139:14).

3. Fallen man is the vilest of creatures on earth.

The man described in the preceding paragragiteimman as God created
him, or as restored through the atoning meritsheflilood of Christ, and
not the fallen, sin-polluted creature that now imkethis sinful world. The
beasts of the field, the birds of the air, andfiblees of the sea are all fill-
ing the places which God ordained them to fill. oof them seem rather
depraved, the whole animal creation having beeactdtl by the fall of
man; but they are all governed by instinct, accomatiog themselves to
their surroundings as best they know how, andchgliiheir places as God
designed that they should. Of man alone is it thaé¢ he has proved traitor
to his Creator. He fell from his lofty station, amdtead of shining in the
image of God he has descended into the lowest sigtvice and degrada-
tion—in his sinful state an utterly depraved beitigs reserved for man
alone to make the disastrous descent from the $vétie of being a child of
God to that of being a child of the devil. Readedd@ah 9:17; Romans
1:18-2:2.

4. Man is the object of heaven's love.

When we think of the woefully depraved statefallen man, and then
think of what God has done and is doing for him, mway well wonder
with the psalmist, "What is man, that thou art nuha@f him?" And here is
where the amazing grace, the marvelous goodnedsthanunerring wis-
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dom of God become manifest. Man, notwithstandirsgtbiial depravity, is,
after all, possessed of a soul that is worth sawangl God moved heaven
and earth to bring this about. The love of the datbf the prodigal son
(Luke 15), in watching and longing for the returinhis wayward son, is
but a faint illustration of the love of the heaweRkther for His fallen crea-
tures, in giving His only begotten Son as a samwifo bring about their re-
demption and restoration to Him. They who respomdhis wonderful
grace can truly say, "We love him, because helbrstd us."
Read John 3:16, 17; Romans 5:1-8; | John 3.

5. Man is God's servant.

In the beginning God placed man into the GardeEden and com-
manded him to dress it and keep it. Gen. 2:15. &miany unfaithful men
are the voluntary servants of sin rather than ofl,Gbere is a sense in
which all men are the servants of God—the rightesilisigly so, the un-
righteous at times and under circumstances whetedses God to use
them in carrying out His plans. In the latter seNebuchadnezzar, whom
God used in bringing chastisement upon rebelli@uael; Cyrus, whom
God used as His servant in restoring Judah to tbwdiped land; Pharaoh,
whom God raised up to fill the place he did in cection with the children
of Israel; and the men who had a part in crucify@iyist, "by the deter-
minate counsel and foreknowledge of God," werdhalservants of God.
Willingly or unwillingly, constantly or at such ties as God may have spe-
cial need for their services in carrying out Hidlyall men are the servants
of God. In unwilling service, however, wicked meteive no reward. See
Acts 1:18-25 concerning the fate of Judas. Conngrtie service of the
obedient, read Romans 6:16.
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The Social Embrace
Martin L. Hoover, Lebanon, PA

The social embrace is the practice of foldingther in one's arms as a
way of greeting that has become popular in the dvdBkecause we are in
the world, the customs of the world bring influem@nd pressures on our

- 22 -
g Some trust in chari@sd some in horses j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 5 NO 3 - MARCH 2008 12

churches and homes. The challenge is to not bepam®f the world even
though we are in it. As Christians we need to hefaathat we do not
adopt practices that disregard or undermine theciplies of God's Word
and the practical applications of the Word madéhieychurch.

The greeting of guests and friends in Bibleesnmcluded various prac-
tices unknown to society today. Included in thiseging was a kiss. In the
culture of Bible lands, the reception process wacticed with dignity,
honor, and respect toward both friend and enemg.Hihle does not indi-
cate that an embrace was part of their normal igugpet

The Bible, however, records embracing beingtmad in special situa-
tions. When Esau and Jacob met, they did fall ain edhers' necks. Be-
cause they were brothers and had been separatethfor years, this was
different from the normal greeting. Also becauseirthrelationship had
been marred by anger and treachery, their embraseawsign of forgive-
ness and a desire to live in brotherly peace.

Another example of embracing is recorded insA2®, when Paul em-
braced the disciples from Ephesus before depaftinderusalem. He had
just told them that they would not see his faceiragbhis too was not a
normal occurrence and understandably would have beery emotional
time.

In the world the social embrace has becomghd &ind casual gesture of
acknowledging friends. Sad to say, it has alsotarep religious circles.
Its popularity has grown along with the moral deelof society. It crosses
gender lines and does not retain the dignity ofBh@ical practice of the
greeting. Its loose practice violates God's statwlfor modesty and further
contributes to the breakdown of the moral standafd®ciety.

Occasionally we meet individuals who obsenis firactice. As a rule
our closest friends should not be among those wactipe the embrace. If
we face this problem regularly, we may need to watal the tone of our
friendships. Perhaps we are not keeping our lirfeseparation from the
world distinct and should put more distance betwearselves and the
world. Keeping the arm somewhat stiff when shakiagds with an indi-
vidual that practices the embrace will help idgntiur position on this
practice and may deflect an even more awkward tgiuaA handshake
and a friendly smile will communicate our acknovgetent and goodwill.

As mentioned earlier, our homes and churches faessures from the
world. The social embrace has occasionally been seeur circles, espe-
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cially when guests are meeting the bride and grafer a wedding. In
such cases, the Christian Salutation and handséyaké&eing dropped in
favor of the embrace. This is a classic exampléaf the world's prac-
tices, rather than fulfilling Biblical commands, dermine and destroy
them. If we permit the practice of the social ensbrat will soon become a
normal practice among us and will displace the tmraof the Holy Kiss.

How can we avoid the snare of accepting the social embrace?

We avoid accepting the social embrace by givireg Christian Saluta-
tion its proper place. We do this first by recogmigzit as a direct Bible
command. This practice is not man's idea but a @eelh command. Bib-
lical directives for the Christian Salutation ind&uthe following passages:
2 Corinthians 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:26; andtérPel4. The Christian
greeting is an appropriate greeting for all chuiwhctions, including fu-
nerals, weddings, and visits in the homes of oethibpen and sisters.

The social embrace is avoided as we as olderhers set examples for
the rising generation by practicing the Christiaaluation ourselves. As
our youth become members of the church, we expatthey too observe
this ordinance, even when meeting their peers.h&yg tegularly observe
the Christian Salutation, they become comfortabtha s observance.

We also avoid accepting the embrace by teachmgpromoting a high
moral standard in our homes. We embrace our &tilelren because it fills
an important part in their emotional developmentwidver, by the time
our children reach school age, this emotional rieddrgely met and our
love should be expressed in other ways. Teachimgloildren right con-
duct, modesty, and reserve in the home will garfanelping them main-
tain acceptable conduct in relating to those abwarm.

We ever need to strive to keep our walk CHik&t and free from the
world's alternatives for Christian living and cootuTherefore, brethren,
stand fast, and hold the traditions which ye hagenbtaught, whether by
word, or our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:15).

Reprinted with permissiomfr.orhe Eastern Mennonite Testimony.
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