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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor’'s Desk.

The Christian life is a challenge to the flesta; carnal nature strives to
be master, our carnal nature and flesh wants tiridreds with the world
where it can drink deeply of the pleasures of Seriptures remind us that
we should be like those heroes of faith choosirigerato suffer affliction
with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasofesn for a season,;
(Hebrews 11:25.) We are further instructed in goglisgdom and words of
truth in James 4, which is highly recommended regdbor those not want-
ing to be friends with the world, James asks usetheow ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity with God? whoseetherefore will be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God. (verse 4).

So there you have it brothers and sisters, not wrglsvbut the words of
Truth spoken for our benefit, direction and ultismatfety as we follow the
One who is Truth.

It is our prayer once again this month that thelag selected under the
Lord’s guidance will be of benefit to your Christiavalk and if we are
truly sincerely seeking and committed to followitg Lord close by and
not afar off, then theses articles may be a helyptoto encourage you as
you strive to enter in at the strait gate: for mangay unto you, will seek
to enter in, and shall not be able. Luke 13:24 iandlatthew 7:14 we are
told why this is so, Because strait is the gatd, rmarrow is the way, which
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it.

Let us determine today, and do so anew everydastriie to enter in so
that each of us that endures to the end will recéat which is laid up for
me (us) a crown of righteousness, which the Ladné, fighteous judge,
shall give me at that day: and not to me only, imib all them also that
love his appearing.

And finally brethren some questions that we cowkl aurselves as indi-
viduals and as a brotherhood and the answer to,thased on the Scrip-
ture, should help us to have closer walk with God.

1. Why are some people more concerned with thesgiggm with the fruit
of the Spirit?
2. How do | know if | truly have the Holy Spirit?

May the grace and peace of our Risen Lord, theoBr of mankind, be

your portion daily until His return takes us intory forever more.

Jv.L.
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
The Danger of Following Afar-Off.

Is your religion and investment or an adventure?

And it would be very interesting tonight to gmand this audience and
have each of you tell me how you view your religiBo you view it as an
investment or as an adventure and maybe we shefiltedirst of all what
is an investment. An investment is what | put istonething expecting re-
turn. Adventure is something a little different irathat in that probably
one of the things that clouds our view of adveniarthat the amusement
parks advertise themselves as adventure and sossexiate adventure
with fun and recreation. But if you look up the wadventure in the dic-
tionary you will discover that the word adventuistihe idea that you go
into this project knowing that there will be riskad knowing that there
could be danger, knowing that there will be questito answer that you
don't have answers for. That is adventure.

Now tonight is your religion an investment oradventure?

Open your Bibles tb.uke chapter 22

I'm going to propose tonight that had Peter bdga walk with Christ as
an adventure rather than as an investment. Maybadtount as is given to
us tonight would read differently and maybe youtkwaith Christ would
be different tonight if it were an adventure rattiean an investment.

You brethren know that if you make a poor inmestt what do you do?
You try to get out of that don't you? Take what yan get and let it go.
Have you ever met a Christian who did that? Theygmmething into it
and it wasn't giving them the returns that theyeet@gd and what did they
do? They laid it aside because they entered irdb é¢kpecting a return.
What is in it for me? That concept should be fameig the Christian. The
concept of what is in it for me is not part of tBeristian adventure.

The Christian adventure is; | am making a commaitt to Christ and to
my walk with Christ and I'm willing to bear the ey | am willing to take
the risk, I'm willing to expose myself to the danged | don't have an an-
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swer for all the things that | might face, butugt in the One who is lead-
ing the expedition.

And if I can remind you of the experience ofgsaovho went exploring
the South Pole, it was an adventure, it meantttiee were men who were
committed to a cause, they did not know what thiemue would be and
some of them never lived to tell the story.

Is that the way your religion is tonight? Areuym it for something that
you can get?

One man wrote this he said: If we took heavenaduhe picture how
many people would stick with Christianity? If thdidn't have heaven as
the end goal how many would stick with the picture?

Are you living for reward? Are you living for comtment?

As we read this Scripture in Luke 22 passage Kemir mind on the
Danger of Following Afar Off. Let's remember whedividuals decide to
start putting distance between them and the Onelibg are committed to
it didn't happen overnight, | would like to say ttiawas a process that
took place with small things along the way thagliy ended in the follow-
ing afar off. And it can happen to you and | héris evening, look for that
as | read this passage, as we start reading a¢ 2drslook for the things
that may cause you and me to finally come to thegowhere we begin to
follow a far-off.

This passage follows the Last Supper where Jegusown with His dis-
ciples and it was also the institution of the comion experience that we
recognize today, that time of communion together.

Luke 22:24-62

And there was also a strife among them, which eiffrtishould be ac-
counted the greate$tAnd he said unto them, The kings of the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them; and they that exeiglority upon them are
called benefactorg®But ye shall not be so: but he that is greatestremo
you, let him be as the younger; and he that isfcagehe that doth serve.
27For whether is greater, he that sitteth at medtgedhat serveth? is not he
that sitteth at meat? but | am among you as hestratth28Ye are they
which have continued with me in my temptaticf¥snd | appoint unto
you a kingdom, as my Father hath appointed unto*®hbat ye may eat
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and drink at my table in my kingdom, and sit orottes judging the twelve
tribes of Israel.

31And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan da#ired to have
you, that he may sift you as whe®&But | have prayed for thee, that thy
faith fail not: and when thou art converted, stitbeg thy brethrer?3And
he said unto him, Lord, | am ready to go with tH=eth into prison, and to
death34And he said, | tell thee, Peter, the cock shallanow this day, be-
fore that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest3*And he said unto
them, When | sent you without purse, and scrip, ks, lacked ye any
thing? And they said, NothingThen said he unto them, But now, he that
hath a purse, let him take it, and likewise higgs@nd he that hath no
sword, let him sell his garment, and buy ctiEor | say unto you, that this
that is written must yet be accomplished in me, Aadvas reckoned
among the transgressors: for the things concemadpave an end®And
they said, Lord, behold, here are two swords. Aaddid unto them, It is
enough.

3%And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to thentrof Olives;
and his disciples also followed hiffAnd when he was at the place, he
said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into tenpiat’And he was with-
drawn from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled,dand prayed,
42Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this dugm me: nevertheless
not my will, but thine, be doné3And there appeared an angel unto him
from heaven, strengthening hifdAnd being in an agony he prayed more
earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great aibpleod falling down to
the ground4°And when he rose up from prayer, and was comestdilci-
ples, he found them sleeping for sorré®nd said unto them, Why sleep
ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.

47And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, anthiaéwas called Ju-
das, one of the twelve, went before them, and dreav unto Jesus to kiss
him. 48But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest tho8dheof man with a
kiss?4%When they which were about him saw what would fe|lthey said
unto him, Lord, shall we smite with the sword?

50And one of them smote the servant of the high praasl cut off his
right ear52And Jesus answered and said, Suffer ye thus fat.h&n
touched his ear, and healed h#T.hen Jesus said unto the chief priests,
and captains of the temple, and the elders, whete wome to him, Be ye
come out, as against a thief, with swords and s@&/hen | was daily
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with you in the temple, ye stretched forth no haagainst me: but this is
your hour, and the power of darkness.

54Then took they him, and led him, and brought hito the high priest's
house. And Peter followed afar dffAnd when they had kindled a fire in
the midst of the hall, and were set down togetReter sat down among
them.56But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by thedind earnestly
looked upon him, and said, This man was also with #¥And he denied
him, saying, Woman, | know him ndtAnd after a little while another
saw him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Psd&f, Man, | am not.
5%And about the space of one hour after another denfiy affirmed, say-
ing, Of a truth this fellow also was with him: foe is a Galilaear$°And
Peter said, Man, | know not what thou sayest. Anchéediately, while he
yet spake, the cock cre®*And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, howdeedaid unto him,
Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thréé&nd Peter went out, and
wept bitterly.

Now we would like to suggest tonight that theqass of causing one to
follow afar-off begins with conflict

Inverse 24we find a conflict taking place among the discspleéhich be-
came a distraction to the cause of Christ. Thedwiguals wanted a place
of prominence in the kingdom of Christ and theyunerstood what Je-
sus’ mission was at this time. It was a conflictttistracted them from the
intended purpose that they were to be focused upon.

Having experienced the communion experienceestiollowed. And |
will ask you a question, this is a personal questidow many times after a
communion experience that you had, have you allogeedlict to distract
you? Maybe a brother said something or a sistet samething to you
right afterwards and something arose within youarhand what did you
do with it? What did you do with it?

You see that becomes the process that will leadperson putting distance
between each other and between themselves and.Chris

Conflict. Conflict with those we see, with thdbe nearest to us. Beware
of the small conflicts that we encounter in lifeevigare of our own desires
of our heart, they will have consequences and idee't rein them in we
will suffer a loss.
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Verse 33.
Commitment without knowledge.

Peter was right ready to say: Lord I'm readgaowith Thee, both into
prison and to death.

Commitment without knowledge, and often timessiteasy to commit
ourselves to that which we are ignorant of. Wedaell to stop and con-
sider what we are committing ourselves to.

And Christ said: What man is going to sit dowrd duild a tower and
doesn't first sit down and say what is the coshgdo be? Because the cost
reflects upon his ability to make a commitment &nthe cost is greater
than what he can commit to he doesn't commit hiimkdk important to-
night that your commitment to Christ is with knoddge.

And where do you get the knowledge? Well the kndg#ecomes from the
Word of God.

Too many times I'm afraid people have made cdments on the spur
of the moment, on impulse, by pressure, and | thirkimportant with our
young people that their commitment is a commitmidatt comes from
their choice rather than pressure exerted upon.tfiepower of choice is
very important in long-term commitment.

| remember this brother, he made a deal withfiesid he said: | will
stand at revival meetings if you stand. And thesoeafor that was that his
dad said: “You can't get your driver's license luptu become a church
member, a Christian.” You know where the young nsatoday? For all
practical purposes he is an alcoholic.

Commitment without knowledge.

Who was a fault there? I'm going to put soméhefblame upon the fa-
ther for putting that kind of pressure on his sBeware, that is forcing
somebody into a commitment.

The commitment to Jesus Christ tonight is ofatgeimportance then a
driver's license or the privilege to drive. Ancehtise the father was proba-
bly trying his utmost to steer his son in a rigivedtion but it was in a
wrong direction, it brought about the wrong probjemd | think he would
have done better to sit down with his son and ‘d$&w what does hinder
you to make a commitment?”
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Let's look at the things that hinder making a cotnrent.

| remember sitting down with a young person tme and simply ask-
ing that question: Now what is it that causes yot to want to make a
commitment to Christ? And the answer was: “Well imgnds, | didn't see
any difference in them so why should 1?

You know what the answer to that question mu8t‘®eéhat your friends
do has nothing to do with your responsibility amgauntability to God, it
has nothing to do with that.”

You know we have to help our young people to wstdead what com-
mitment is, we have to do that. Otherwise we hasepfe making com-
mitments without knowledge. Impulsive commitmerajrd) what the rest
of the people are doing. Let's be careful with.that

One brother made this observation he said: “ie @nference you joined
church, in another group you stood at revivalssdid | would rather have
my children come pounding on the bedroom door ghtnsaying: | can't
sleep, | am scared.”

Have we created a culture? We don't join churghstand at revivals, and
I'm not questioning people standing at revivalg, $imply saying: Are we
really looking for that kind of commitment that'seded, commitment
with knowledge. Commitment because an awareness @ccountability
before an Almighty God. At some place in every peis experience they
must entertain that thought and as they entertah thought it will be a
desire to receive knowledge so that the commitriteey make is a com-
mitment with knowledge.

Verse 45.

Individuals who find themselves following afdif-avill at some time
probably experience the difficulty of dealing witkeir emotions.

Notice the emotions that we find expressed hereense 45. “And when
He rose up from prayer and came to his disciple®ted them sleeping
for sorrow.”

Now | am sure that the sorrow that they weresegpcing was in the un-
certainties of what Jesus had been trying to lwelir, it had brought about
a drain upon their physical being and they becdeepyg and they slept.

A brother recently explained the nature of nrathis way: Man is made
up of body, soul and spirit here is the body, herde soul and here is the
spirit.

-8-
g | am Thine O Lord, and heard Thy voice and it ity love to mej\\Di




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 7 NO 3 - MARCH 2010 12

The man who is of the flesh, the soul, is contblbg the body and the im-
pulses of the body.

The man who is spiritual allows his soul to be sabjo his spirit and his
body is subject to his soul.

That is the process in the divine plan of GanhfrGenesis, that the spirit
controls the soul and the soul controls the bodywhen Adam and Eve
fell we have the reversal, where the body madenaadd upon the soul
and severed the relationship of the spirit with Glods important tonight
that we understand that concept that our soulsemations, our intellect
which is a part of the soul as | understand ithesng directed and con-
trolled by the spirit of God and not by our bodylame find here that these
men, who were to be praying, who were to be wardingmptation, were
allowing their soul, and their emotions to be cold by the body rather
than by the spirit.

And too many times that is exactly what happena person's life as
they start this path of drifting away from God, yHand that their emotions
have a greater control over their body, that thedy and their emotions
are controlling them rather than their spirit beingontrol of them.

What are you doing with the emotional frustratioimst you experience in
life? Are you living out of your emotions, or areuwyliving out of your
spirit? It is going to make a difference in theidems and choices that you
make in life, it is going to make a difference. ant to say along with that,
it is important that we give heed to the spiriGiid.

Three things that the Word tells us it sayse@inot the spirit. It says:
Resist not the spirit; and it says: Quench nosghat. It is a process.
The individual who grieves the spirit doesn't tamound at that point but
moves on to a place of resisting the spirit anch teentually moves to a
place of quenching the spirit. And that is a veaygerous place to get to,
very dangerous place.
Let us not grieve the spirit of God. Remember wisat gives us the ability
to bring our emotions into subjection rather thamb controlled by them.

Verse 50.
The next step in this process we find a man whoZsad but it was zeal
without knowledge,
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Somebody is going to hurt my leader and ther@ésmlution, get a sword
and let's deal with it. Zeal, very zealous, totafigver stopped to think of
what was going on here, we have two swords andawe this whole army
of men and somehow the miraculous is going to &dfext here.

How many times do you find people on the pathwayard the world
who become very zealous but the zeal is misdiredtkd zeal is used in a
way that is harmful rather than helpful. Just k#egd in mind. Individuals
begin to feel, | think it is part of this emotionpackage, they get very
zealous for a cause. | see it so many times wheividuals are drifting
they become very evangelistic and you start to Sayv who really needs
to be evangelized here? You or the people you thedd evangelism? I'm
not saying that evangelism is wrong but why is itew people begin to
drift toward the world they become more evangelisii at least they put
their emphasis and thrust on that, zeal withouktedge.

So we are going to get real, get on the evangdband wagon and really
do something for the Lord. But we really don't hate own spirit into
subjection. It is not going to work out.

The next point is iverse 54.

Oftentimes individuals who start that path lbspe and that is what we
discover here in verse 54. It says: Then took thiey and let him in and
brought him into the high priest's house and Fetlwed a far-off.

To me it is a picture of a person who lost hdges looks hopeless. Here
the Lord was going to bring these men into subpacand it didn't work
out that way, He became a prisoner and all zeagha this thing was lost.
What did He end up in doing? He put the ear bactherhigh priest’'s poor
servant and that was a lost cause, hopelessness.

| used the illustration of evangelistic thrudtem people are drifting out
and they go out and try to sell Jesus to peopleyaudknow they just
really pump this thing up too, and they discoveat thes it might make a
short time impact but it doesn't pan out the wagytread it in a book and
they lose hope. It is part of the pathway away f©nmist.

Remember all the evangelism, if Jesus Chrisbighe central focus and
is not the power behind it, is a wasted effort. iigedism must be for the
name of Christ and the honour and glory of God mwidfor the exaltation
of men. Let's keep that in mind as we pursue thindige.
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Well we notice that as hope is lost men turn adke things that benefit
themselves.

Peter as he followed afar-off, and | don't knwiat was going through
his mind, did he think this was a total lost cawsewas lost, there is no
hope, and it says here werse 55that when they had kindled a fire in the
midst of the hall, and were set down together, P&stedown among them.
Now if you found yourself in a hopeless situatiohere would you go for
comfort? Where would you go to sit down? Thergxsonal question. If
you lost all hope where would you turn?

Peter turned to the very people who had takem.did captive

I'm going to read a few verses here from the Psalmsalm 1:1-2

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in thensal of the ungodly, nor
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth ingéat of the scornful. But his
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his lawtd he meditate day and
night.”

Where do you turn in the times of hopelessnesaten the light has
gone out at the end of the tunnel? Where do yaw?tudo you come back
to this Book? Or do you turn back to the societp®bple in search of an-
swers?

I'm going to give this as an additional cauti¥ou can go to any book-
store and you can find an awful lot of books thét tell you how to deal
with hopelessness. | would simply like to recomm#ardght that we come
to this Book. You say well it's too hard to undarst, too hard to under-
stand.

| think if you would take the book of Proverpsu will discover from
simply reading the book of Proverbs, and Provestani easy book to read
in my opinion, it is simple short statements, yooud discover a light at
the end of the tunnel again. A lot more light tiwémat Peter discovered sit-
ting by the fire and being with those who were stdr Let's remember
that.

We may not, must not go out to the local towd ait down with the
world’s, go to the bar or someplace like that tmfcomfort, but do I, do
we go to the books of Protestant writers to loak&asolution for a prob-
lem? And | give that as a warning to us. Theresd@ of people turning to
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the Protestant writers for a solution to their peofis and are not willing to
come back to the Word of God and simply take itvibat it says. There is
light at the end of the tunnel if we are willing iead with knowledge. As
our devotional leaders said here this afternoois Book makes sense
when we know the Author of the Book.

You know | would choose to propose that a loth&f books written out
there that are supposed to find a solution for smproblems, if you met
the author you would probably be disappointed if gsked them:

“How is it working out in your life?” and they mighell you: “Not too
good, it is easier to write it then it is to live'i

Let's go back to the Word of God, | am not sgyall these other books
are all heresy but | will say this, in the timesd#epest discouragement
they are not the books to go to. We read those @dien we have the
clearest minds, the clearest emotions and we dtn 6ut what we are
reading because it is going to take a lot of fiftgr It is going to mean
comparing what we read to what the Scriptures say.

Peter found himself sitting among the scornfud ¢he Psalmist says that
our delight must be in the law of the Lord andhattlaw we meditate day
and night.

| will say this again, some of you may rememihés from Bible school,
but to me the difference between head knowledgehaadt knowledge is
the flow of what we read in the Scripture from thead to the heart
through meditation and when we sit in the seahefdcornful and walk in
the way of the ungodly it becomes the blockadeherknowledge to flow
from the head to the heart. And if you don't bedi¢ivat, we know what the
Scripture says, but if you sit down with a coupfebcethren and you be-
come scornful of another person, you tell me wtiggce it has on your
heart. It will block off the needed information fnothe head to the heart,
and remember this: Out of the heart the mouth sgibhak

And so the end result is that the knowledge shauld have flowed from
the head to the heart has been blocked off andadstvhat comes forth
from the mouth is more scornful words and morerdesibn.
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Where are you sitting or where are you goinghiglp when hope is lost?
Peter was willing to find comfort and satisfactite, failed to crucify him-
self by sitting down at the fire with these indivals.

The next thing that we notice happens isdnse 58.

It actually is a number of verses here but it coneea denial of Christ.
There is a place where we finally say: | don't knidin, | am no longer
associated with Him. That is the process.

It began because they were trying to decide who thasgreatest. They
were trying to decide where do | fit in this whaeture. People are still
trying to decide that tonight: Where do | fit iretpicture of life? Where do
you fit in this congregation or the congregatioattlyou are a part of?
Where do | fit?

And if we don't figure that out we will let that d@me a stumbling block
for us and eventually you will be following afarfoénd we could review
individual's lives were that has happened, theylcdmever figure where
they fitted in life and eventually they drifted and away.

In closing Hebrews 10:19-25.

The writer here gives a very simple solutioriite problem of following
afar-off. | will start at verse 19 we have a coutip of thought here and it
is important that we don't break that up.

Having therefore, brethren, boldness to emén the holiest by the
blood of Jesughe importance of the blood of Christ and JesusisTre-
ing in the focus of our life.

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enteo ithe holiest by the
blood of Jesus; By a new and living way, which hélconsecrated for us,
through the velil, that is to say, his flesh; Andihg an high priest over the
house of God;Here is what we do with the probletrgt us draw near with
a true heart in full assurance of faith, having bearts sprinkled from an
evil conscience, and our bodies washed with puremwaet us hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering; (foe is faithful that prom-
ised ;) [24] And let us consider one another tovpke unto love and to
good works: [25] Not forsaking the assembling ofselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one anothed:s® much the more,
as ye see the day approaching.
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From these verses, especially verse 22, we thevpersonal responsibil-
ity of drawing near to God and we can conclude tleain do it on my own
but when we come to verse 25 we see the needddCliurch family, for
the Church family, that we might exhort one anotiiedl so much more as
we see the day approaching.

May God bless you as you follow close to Christ.
From a message by Bro. Wilmer Martin
Given at Ewing Mennonite Church, 2008.

B3O

CAREFUL OR CREDULOUS?
By Brother Roland.

The Apostle John, an elder in the early chuwalote words of simplicity
but of great importance to his fellow believerstdday's spiritual environ-
ment, it is vital for us to understand their trueaning. We read as follows
in 1 John 4:1-6:

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try tharits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone outthetavorld. Hereby
know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that cordeth that Jesus Christ is
come in the flesh is of God: And every spirit tbahfesseth not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and thithat spirit of antichrist,
whereof ye have heard that it should come; and eeswnalready is it in
the world. Ye are of God, little children, and haxercome them: because
greater is he that is in you, than he that is e world. They are of the
world: therefore speak they of the world, and theldvheareth them. We
are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; heishadt of God heareth
not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and speit of error"

We clearly understand the initial warning congal in this passage: We
must be careful not to readily believe every spivét presents itself, even
though it might present itself as coming from Gdbe Apostle Paul con-
demned in the strongest terms those who came pnggahy gospel other
than that which came from God. Already in thosdyedays of the church,
strange spirits were trying to "pervert the gosgeChrist” (Galatians 1:7).
Surely in our day there are more false prophets #évar before.
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The basic test by which false spirits may bevkm@eems at first glance
to be simplistic. The spirit that confesses thaudeChrist is come in the
flesh is of God; the one that does not so confdssstis not of God. To-
day's false spirits may be very careful to say flestus Christ is come in
the flesh. But what does it mean to confess thaisl€hrist is come in the
flesh?

First of all, let us establish that confessiorhe sense used in this scrip-
ture means more than merely saying something. Jesunsed His disciples
that in the judgment many people will try to jugtthemselves as having
known Him and acknowledged Him, but He will teleth that He never
knew them. They did not do what He taught themdo@bnfession in its
true meaning demands agreement of words and deeds.

It is wonderful to us that the great Power byahhall things were made
should have come down and lived on earth, full raicg and truth. Many
have tried to explain how this was done. Some lgmree to great lengths
to support one belief or another about how the &@od came down to
the world. When He came, however, the world didkmaiw Him, and nei-
ther does today's world know Him (John 1:1-5, 19-14

We may not understand all the wonder of thermat#on of the Son of
God. Job's three friends were adamant in theirqarocements about God.
In the end, God told them to make sacrifice andJatkto pray for them.
His wrath was kindled against them, because theynod spoken rightly
of Him. Let us be careful to maintain a simpleHarn Jesus our Lord, be-
lieving what He said about Himself and what thestles said about Him.
He came in the flesh to do the will of His HeaveRgther. He is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. He is our Lortlaour God.

We need to keep in focus the reason for any sgmes of our belief that
Jesus Christ came in the flesh. It is not an egerti the ability to explain
things in a way satisfactory to science, so-callkdy such expression
needs to be a simple statement of faith rather #mamtellectual or sys-
tematized theology. God in the form of His Sonoig great to be "put in a
box" by the finite mind of man.

Many people would like to deal with essentiale lfaith and love and
obedience on an intellectual or highly spirituatizglane. These then be-
come subjects for discussion rather than pracliceconfess that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh means that the teashofgChrist are totally
applicable to my life in the flesh!
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Jesus taught great truths in very simple tekthesasked not only for out-
ward conformity, but also for inward purity. Haviegme in the flesh, He
often put His teachings into parables that werdisty and realistic, and
they still are today.

Spirits that do not believe that God's graceamable us to stand in obe-
dience to these teachings are spirits of antichFis¢y would have us to be
satisfied with a life of sin, saying that fulfillmeof Christ's teachings is for
some future kingdom. Let us beware of such spifitsére are many of
them in today's religious world. They also cometiack us through the
lusts of our own flesh. Christ's total victory owan and Satan while He
was in the flesh assures us that we also can barigigs.

Those spirits that try to explain away or watewd Jesus' teachings are
essentially trying to take away the authority ajdé teachings. God forbid
that we should ever be found trying to make anyaation as to why we
cannot in our day follow the commandments of the @ho came down to
redeem us! This would be tantamount to denying eis in the Father
and the Father in Him.

The apostle John gave us a second point of mpgokar spirits that pre-
sent themselves to us. This point has to do withtwiese spirits are inter-
ested in and what they listen to. Having a workthyrce, they understand
and are understood by the world. Their primary $oisuon worldly things.
The world listens to them.

John made the simple claim that true Christamesof God. Oh, how the
world cries foul when we make that claim! Accusasiof pride will im-
mediately come from the spirits that do not ackmalgke Christ's coming
in the flesh.

The simple test is this: We, who know God listere another, those who
are not of God do not listen to God's children. yrether maintain their
own perceived personal link with God, doing accagdio their own world
influenced thinking. And the world approves of thdmecause it wants to
do the same.

The apostle Paul wrote, "Prove all things; Hakt that which is good” (1
Thess. 5:21). God's Holy Spirit will gently help tasdo this very thing, if
we will walk in the Spirit, not fulfilling the lust of the flesh. We need not
fear, "because greater is he that is in you, thathht is in the world" (1
John 4:4).

B
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The Freedom of Truth

Romans 8:2:For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jeshiath made me
free from the law of sin and death.

"What is truth?" These words were spoken by rdogy Roman official
nearly two thousand years ago. It is a questiohfbaetrates to the heart
of man, and it is on the lips of many today. Tradm make man uncom-
fortable, and sometimes, like Pontius Pilate, weildidike to ignore it or
sidestep it. What is freedom? Freedom is a uniVelssire of man, but
does fallen man really understand that desire? yf®dizsson links freedom
and truth. One we desire, and one we sometimes lbearnin the eyes of
God we cannot have one without the other. May s$higly increase our
understanding and appreciation of truth and ofrtbedom it brings.

Read John 8:30-47. This episode described beteptlace in the temple
at Jerusalem. Jesus had gone there for the Fedstbefnacles, a Jewish
holy day, and, while there, He preached to the lgeop

Our Lord's public ministry lasted only three yeaFoward the end of that
short time, in spite of all the wondrous works whitesus had performed,
a resistance to Him and His teachings grew andrbecaore open. Many
of those listening to Him began to believe. Jesusoeraged them to be
faithful, and He offered to lead them into freeddfrHis disciples would
live in freedom they must continue in His Word. 38 more than a one-
time acceptance of the Word; it means a daily watkabiding, a continu-
ing. This brings truth, and truth brings freedom.

It seems evident that the Jews who began to emdgsus were not be-
lievers, but rather opposed Him. They were notlydaying to understand
Him better. Their statements were a challenge,jextien of what Jesus
was trying to teach. They were telling Jesus thattas wrong. Their op-
position was rooted in an unwillingness to acknalgke their need. Their
heritage, their way of life was their bedrock.

Their confidence was in themselves, in their gpirituality, their own
understanding, their own religiousness. The trigtbua the real condition
of their souls was something they were not willindace.

As Jesus spoke to them, He revealed to themftegeglom. The ones
guestioning Him were not truly free, but they didt rknow it. That is
bondage of the mind as well as bondage of the skadus finally had to
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speak quite bluntly to the doubters ands sometimesneed to do the
same. This was because their hearts were so harddadhad to tell them
they were the exact opposite of what they thoughy twere. They pre-
sented themselves as followers of God. In facly there followers of the
devil and did his work.

Although Jesus' enemies hardened their heada ewre when they
heard His words, yet we, today, benefit from Hescténg. His words help
us to a better understanding of the devil, thedbeur soul. Jesus' words
also help us to discern true godliness.

The world offers several kinds of freedom to Tise flesh would ask for
unfettered indulgence of our appetites. All we waviten we want it; no
restraints, no limits. If it feels good, do it. Tisethe desire of the flesh, but
that road leads to ruin. It leads to extreme datiess and finally debauch-
ery. It can lead to alcoholism, drug addiction,tiginy, or other excesses
which finally destroy the flesh itself. In shoitJeads to bondage.

The rebellious heart of fallen man desires foeedf the will. It defines
freedom as being able to do what | want and go ewezrl want when |
want. No one is going to tell me what to do. | 4@ boss, and | am in con-
trol of my own life. This is a self-centered view bfe. This self-
centeredness leads to difficulty in relationshipagliness because of self-
ishness, broken marriages, broken homes, broketshé&ashort, this road
leads to bondage.

The mind of man may desire intellectual freedongidlag for myself
what truth is. | will decide for myself what is hig and what is wrong. |
will choose my own morality.

This is the so-called freedom that was firseddtl by Satan in the Gar-
den of Eden: "And ye shall be as gods" (Gen. 3fh)s desire often re-
fuses to take into account that eternity is comargeternity that is created
by and filled with an all-knowing, all-powerful God@his God created us,
we are accountable to Him, and He will measureyublis standards and
not ours. This so-called freedom will also end wndtage, the eternal
bondage of hell.

What is that freedom that Christ is offering?i@are states, "Whoso-
ever committeth sin is the servant of sin. Andgdesant abideth not in the
house for ever: but the Son abideth ever. If the ®erefore shall make
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you free, ye shall be free indeed.” Christ offeeefiom from sin and its
eternal consequences. The servant of sin will mewv@lace with God in
eternity, but those who possess the Spirit of the Bill abide with God
forever. That is the truth, recorded in the Wordsoid. John 8:34-36.

The mystery of godliness is hidden to the cammiald. The freedoms that
the world dangles in front of us lead into bondaljge gospel leads in the
opposite direction. It teaches us to deny our flieklsts. We then become
masters over our appetites and desires, insteatheés to them. That is
real freedom. The gospel teaches us to surrendewitla to the will of
God and to become His servants. We receive thatsatvof our souls and
eternal life instead of eternal death. That is freddom. The gospel in our
heart causes us to give up our ideas and acceps Eoigments and His
church's proving of the issues in our lives. Owirlg Father then makes us
His sons through adoption, and we become "partakettse inheritance of
the saints in light" (Col. 1:12). That is real fdeen.

The way to obtain real freedom, freedom in Ghissto face the truth. In
order to be able to face God, we must accept thbk &bout ourselves and
others. God is truth and cannot abide where untsutiihis is not only the
way to find God, but it is also the way to walk kviim.

We say that the truth hurts. It does! It hurtg pride and our self-
exaltation.

We prefer to blame others for the troubles inles. Perhaps | struggle
with bad feelings because of what my brother saidia; If my neighbors
would do differently, then I could truly love theirhave a hard time being
a successful Christian because of my parentsrésiliwWhat do people ex-
pect from someone who was raised like | was? Petipleot really under-
stand me. If they did, they'd know I'm not so bEde ministers didn't treat
me right and the list could go on and on and on.

Thoughts like these lead into a very real boedayen for those who
want to live a Christian life. By blaming others four troubles, we be-
come bound to those people's actions. We cannfseben our spirit until
others acknowledge their wrongs and make confedsioms. We make
ourselves to be victims, and we cannot be delivén@d our hurt feelings
and habitual failings because we think they arergaly our fault. We like
to think that we are innocent and others are guilty
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What is truth?

The truth is that we are responsible for our astjaur thoughts, words,
and feelings. Accepting this responsibility bririgmedom. Repentance and
self-denial are necessary. Is true freedom wotth it

v’ ltis true that unwanted thoughts and feelingee®o us unbidden.

v It is true that there are real hurts in life where have been treated
wrongly.

v It is true that some of the circumstances ofdife beyond our control.

But, by the grace of God, with the indwellingif8pwe can control how
we react to the circumstances. We can, like Jasfisse the tempting
thoughts and resist them, or we can harbor them.cévelabel our un-
wholesome feelings as sinful and deny them, or averwirse our hurts and
our grudges. We can feed them or starve them.

These are some of the truths that are difficwlus to accept. We choose
self-pity. We choose to continue in pride. We cleots be offended. We
choose to be self-righteous.

In spite of all our best intentions and efforte may fail. We may stum-
ble or be overtaken in a fault. However, with Gdd$p we can repent and
rise again. Both Samson and Peter did so. When uiejustifying our-
selves and accept our responsibility, we call thiesgys our besetting sins
and come to Christ for deliverance. This is thed@n that Jesus offers.
The servant of sin will not abide in God's houseever, but the Son will
and all those who have the Son in their hearts.

The freedom to choose rightly is one of Goddest gifts to man, first
given in the Garden. "Adam, you have a choice. ¥aw stand tall, or you
can fall. You are free." Perhaps we could put oun mame in place of
Adam.

O30

Power Demonstrated(Part 2 in a Series on Power)
And my speech and my preaching was not with egtisiards of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and@ivpr.1 Corinthians 2:4.

Today many professing Christians, with widelyyiag beliefs and prac-
tices, claim to be led by the Spirit. Some placeimemphasis on the sign
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of speaking in tongues but seem to ignore thet"f(@alatians 5:22-23).
May this lesson help us to prove whether or notgbeer of the Holy
Spirit is evidenced in our lives. "For as many &s lad by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God" (Romans 8:14).
Let's read what the Scripture reveals about thegnoof God demon-
strated at Pentecost through the pouring out ofSisit, the Holy Spirit.
Acts 2:1-18

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, theye all with one
accord in one placéAnd suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of ¢
rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house @vh they were sitting.
SAnd there appeared unto them cloven tongues likefdse, and it sat
upon each of thentAnd they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and-b
gan to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gaem utterancelAnd
there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout menpf every nation
under heaverfNow when this was noised abroad, the multitude ctone
gether, and were confounded, because that everyhead them speak in
his own languag€And they were all amazed and marvelled, sayingtone
another, Behold, are not all these which speakl&&ain”And how hear
we every man in our own tongue, wherein we wer@®éParthians, and
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopa@taamd in Judaea, and
Cappadocia, in Pontus, and AsigRhrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and
in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangéRomne, Jews and prose-
lytes, 11Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak inamgues the
wonderful works of God!?And they were all amazed, and were in doubt,
saying one to another, What meaneth tAf€Rhers mocking said, These
men are full of new wine.

14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up Voice, and said
unto them, Ye men of Judaea, andyalthat dwell at Jerusalem, be this
known unto you, and hearken to my wortsor these are not drunken, as
ye suppose, seeing it mut the third hour of the day®But this is that
which was spoken by the prophet Jd&snd it shall come to pass in the
last days, saith God, | will pour out of my Spupon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and yaumgyanen shall see vi-
sions, and your old men shall dream dreat¥snd on my servants and on
my handmaidens | will pour out in those days of &pyrit; and they shall
prophesy.”
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After Jesus' resurrection, He returned to Hssigies and for forty days
taught them the meaning of the Scriptures.

After returning to heaven, He sent the Holy Bpar His followers. The
Holy Spirit, part of the Divine Trinity, is one vintGod the Father and the
Son, Jesus Christ. It is through the Holy Spirdttkhe Father and Son
work.

The Holy Spirit came visibly in the form of "alen tongues like as of
fire," and with miraculous power, giving His dislgp the ability to preach
in languages they had never learned. Many of thterlers were devout
Jews who knew the Scriptures well. Peter explaited Scriptures and
showed them that Jesus is the Messiah. The Holgit Sporked in the
hearts of those who wanted truth, and thousands sared and added to
the church.

Jesus said, 'Verily, verily, | say unto theec&pt a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingduinGod. That which is
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is bofrihe Spirit is spirit. Mar-
vel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be bornrdg@iohn 3:5-7). "Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is nohdis" (Romans 8:9).
These scriptures, and many others, show us thatwet have the Spirit of
Christ if we would be saved.

How can we know if we have the Spirit of Chrid&sus said, "By their
fruits ye shall know them" (Matthew 7:20). Let umsider the fruit of the
Spirit, described in Galatians 5:22-23.

Love for each other:By this shall all men know that ye are my disegl
if ye have love one to another” (John 13:35)

Love for God:"Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man logeha
will keep my words: and my Father will love him,dawe will come unto
him, and make our abode with him" (John 14:23).eTtove for God
proves itself through obedience to God.

Joy: True joy also comes through obedience. Jesus 'daige keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; evenhas/é kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love. These thilage h spoken unto
you, that my joy might remain in you, and that ygoy might be full”
(John 15:10-11).

Peace:"Peace | leave with you, my peace | give unto ymi:as the world
giveth, give | unto you. Let not your heart be ttad, neither let it be
afraid" (John 14:27). "For to be carnally mindedi&ath; but to be spiritu-
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ally minded is life and peace" (Romans 8:6).

Longsuffering:Long and patient endurance of trouble, injuryofbense.
Gentleness'But the wisdom that is from above is first putleen peace-
able, gentle, and easy to be entreated, full otynand good fruits, with-
out partiality, and without hypocrisy" (James 3:17)

Goodness!'Ye also are full of goodness, filled with all knledge, able
also to admonish one another" (Romans 15:14)

Faith: Complete and wholehearted belief, trust, and denite in God.
"For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the waatdl this is the vic-
tory that overcometh the world, even our faith'd¢hn 5:4).
Meekness!'Mild tempered, not easily provoked or irritatedibmissive to
the Divine will, enduring injury with patience anwithout resentment”
(Webster’s Dictionary).

Temperance:Habitual moderation, self restraint. "And every mmthat
striveth for the mastery is temperate in all thingsCorinthians 9:25).
These qualities, which often overlap, may collesdinbe considered to be
the fruit of the Spirit and are strong evidencehaf indwelling Holy Spirit.
Another sign of His abiding presence is a lovetifigrtruth.

The Holy Spirit gives the believer power to overeosin, the world, and
the devil (Romans 8:13-14). The Holy Spirit givesmer to the church of
God to reprove sin.

In the early church, Stephen was a man fullaithfand of the Holy
Spirit. The power of the Holy Spirit was clearlyndenstrated through
Stephen, who spoke plainly and fearlessly to thvesJ@ho opposed the
gospel. Stephen did not fear the painful death @vgahim, and in true
love he forgave those who killed him.

The great power of the Holy Spirit is availabde Christians today. It is
demonstrated each time someone recognizes hig satfure and with true
godly sorrow and true repentance is born again. gdwer of the Holy
Spirit changes hearts and lives from the inside,résult of which is visi-
ble, outward change.

Satan, in his attempt to deceive us, seeks itaterthe power of the Holy
Spirit. "For there shall arise false Christs, aatkd prophets, and shall
shew great signs and wonders; insomuch thatywiére possible, they shall
deceive the very elect" (Matthew 24:24). "For sacé false apostles, de-
ceitful workers, transforming themselves into tip@stles of Christ. And
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no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed intoaagel of light" (2 Co-
rinthians 11:13-14).

To detect a counterfeit, one must first know tharacteristics of the
genuine article. The true Spirit is the Spirit atith and will never disagree
with God and His Word. "For there are three tharlvecord in heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and theseetlare one" (I John
5:7). Evil spirits also may appear very attractias, Jesus indicated, and
may perform great "signs and wonders." We musthege spirits to see if
that which they suggest is in harmony with the Wandl if it flows with
the spirits of true Christians. We must also pra¥ether they give power
to live above sin and to overcome the weaknessesrinatures.

Peter's listeners were "pricked in their heartt§ 2:37) for Peter
preached with power. Each one understood in his lawguage, and each
one knew that this was a serious matter that cédledction. Today, too,
Christians speak with power. As they perform tlikily duties or as min-
isters preach the gospel, they speak a universgumge, the language of
love and compassion. This language, spoken fromhéaet, goes to the
heart, and those who gladly receive the messageaassl. This message is
supported as Christians today, by the power oHbly Spirit, live in sin-
cere obedience to Christ's teachings.

B

“It seems to me the devil in Western society hasadly had a battle plan
to try and make life so easy for Christians thatlase our understanding
of self-denial and we lose our understanding ofdfuess and giving in
to God's will and crucifying my own will.”
Anonymous.
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