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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 3 bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor's Desk.

"There is a way which seemeth right unto a m@mbv. 14:12), and we
often confidently follow that way and feel we anecontrol. When a situa-
tion arises which is out of our control, an inneuggle may arise. Our first
impulse is to flee the storm. If that is not poksilive fortify ourselves for it.
If the storm causes us inconvenience or loss, nette blame something or
someone for it.

Storms, however, often bring good. They reveals how weak we are.
We cannot stop or change the course of a hurriddegher can we stop
Satan's attacks or change the impulses of unregfeneran. Our only re-
course is to flee to our Master. Often it is a tedielieve that Jesus can and
will still the storm. When faith fails, there ismibst danger of shipwreck.
Oh, that we would have the strength to remain catohlet Jesus take over
in the storm. (Read Matthew 8:23-27, 14:22-33)udesill stop the attacks
of the evil one and remove our doubts and fearseWMiear is replaced
with trust, quietness is the result. Faith recoggsiaur weakness and God's
power, if not we remain frightened and troubledt Le have a relationship
with our Lord so that we will recognize His voicéhen He speaks. In a
storm, if we mistake the help Christ tries to guse we will fail. Storms,
tests, and trials have a cleansing effect uporiees. Times of stress will
reveal what is in our heart.

Strength to withstand the crises of life degeadon our ability to draw
nourishment and strength from God's Word. "Letwled of Christ dwell
in you richly in all wisdom"(Colossians 3:16). ThgbuJesus is not with us
in His physical body, we have His Word to speakiso We also have the
Holy Spirit whose work is to explain Christ's with us. When we ask our
Lord for help to cope with life’s difficulties weilvunderstand His will bet-
ter.

We have chosen heaven as our destination anst @arour Guide. Let us
accept the way He shows us, whatever it entails$,tiarst Him to get us to
our goal.

Editor’s note: | am indebted to an anonymous brotbethis encouraging word.

*kkkkkk
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MINISTER'S CORNER .

Voluntary Concept of Church Membership
Bro. Galen Weaver, Danville Mennonite Church, PA.

| trust you are here because you want to beuntaty Church member-
ship means to be a part of and a willingness addsire to be where the
people of God are. We are glad to be there. Votyriiagins withvol that
is a Latin root which means "the will." Of cours@luntary involves the
will. It means to do something by one's own will @nsent. God im-
planted within every human being the power to cbodWghat we are think-
ing about is the freedom that God allows. The $urgs suggest that we
can choose our church.

In studying for this topic, | looked through& Eastern Testimony look-
ing for an article with this title, and in all seveolumes | did not find any
article with exactly this title. | suppose thererevarticles that dealt with
some of the issues that we will talk about. Howeitevas interesting then,
when | turned to The Historical Journal that theyvirst article, in the
very first issue was The Anabaptist Concept of ttfpef Conscience. This
is a very closely related subject. It is where wtduy church membership
is perhaps focusing on the view-point of the Chuiidine Anabaptist con-
cept of liberty of conscience is basically the sadea. | will read from this
article. "The term liberty of conscience embodike basic principle of
voluntarism as practiced by the Anabaptists infdoe of religious toler-
ance from the established churches of the Sixtesgrtkury. The Anabap-
tists rejected all persecution.” That means thay tid not practice perse-
cution. They certainly could not reject persecutienthey were severely
persecuted. "And clearly held that any attemptotad the faith on others
was unscriptural.” This is the concept that wethneking of. "Their con-
cept of true liberty of conscience was that théeSshould not demand re-
ligious conformity from the populace, but ratheattithe Christian, while
being a law abiding asset to the State, shouldd®tb move as the Holy
Spirit directs and have a conscience void of oféeimcthe light of God's
Word."

While maybe we do not think of this subjectnasch as a current issue,
it was a very serious and current issue in theafse Anabaptist church
many years ago in the Sixteenth century (in theDE)0My outline is 1) A
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Bible basis for the concept of voluntary church rbership. Il) The his-
toric record. 1ll) Our present practice of volut@hurch membership.

1) I was impressed and drawn to Acts 2:41 inkimg about voluntary
church membership. "Then they that gladly receikisdword were bap-
tized: and the same day there were added unto #fveut three thousand
souls."” There we have voluntary church membershng church was for
the people who wanted it. It was those who gladbeived it. That is who
it was for. A little later in chapter 5, after tlesperience of Ananias and
Sapphira when sin was dealt with, there were soamplp who did not
want it. "And great fear came upon all the chumhg upon as many as
heard these things.... And of the rest durst no jmiarhimself to them: but
the people magnified them" (Acts 5:11, 13). They dot want to expose
themselves to what the Church represented.

In Acts 2:41, | see two very basic doctrinespanciples that are in-
volved in this subject. When we think about theefrall of man, we also
need to consider the sovereign will of God. We hvat in 2:41, "they that
gladly received . . ." what? "His word." What issHord? It is the revela-
tion of the sovereign will and mind of God. Yes|wdary church mem-
bership means that God allows man to make the Ghwhatever he wants
to make it. Men have done that. They have mad€thech whatever they
want to make it. Nevertheless, as far as God'spoeaw in the matter, He
has a sovereign mind and will about what the Chisclit is revealed in
His Word and He has given us the freedom and oppibyt to either
choose His sovereign will for the Church and whaépresents — surren-
der ourselves to that, or else we can serve owselvwe want to, we can
serve the devil or make the Church what we watat lite.

However, the sovereign will of God has in misadmething for the
Church.

What is the Church according to Acts 2? Whahes Word that these
people received? In Acts 2:23, 24, Peter was pregabout Jesus. "Him,
being delivered by the determinate counsel anckfmeledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucifiedstaid: (24) whom God
hath raised up, having loosed the pains of deabalse it was not possi-
ble that He should be holden of it." The blood smer of the Lord Jesus
Christ is a part of the foundation of the Churdhslalso the resurrection;
Jesus was loosed from death and raised again lpother of God and He
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did not "see corruption” (verse 27). The powerha&f Holy Spirit came in
verse 17, "in the last days, saith God, | will pout of My Spirit upon all
flesh." All of this is involved in the New Covenamhich God introduced,
which includes the Church. When they received thessage, what hap-
pened? It says that they were added to the Chietse 41 simply says
"added unto them," but verse 47 says they werelé@do the church.”

The message, the Gospel of salvation, “thesabeer will” message of
John 3:16 forms a body. It forms the Church. Theoke receive this mes-
sage make a body and the eternal truth of God'sd\Wwsms a body. Re-
cently there was a man who was reading Rod and |I8&&ture and was
interested in the clear Gospel teaching that hege#ting in these articles
and booklets that he was reading. He sought oubdlo&store in Wiscon-
sin. (I think he lived in Chicago or somewhere). $#d, "I came to find
more about the people. The truth that | am readingpur literature, this
kind of literature must form a body." How right tivas. The truth of God's
Word, His sovereign will, and all that includesrfar a body. People are
added to it. People are drawn to it because if Gad and it is the only
way of salvation.

| would like to point out something quickleite. We usually think of
the Church and the new covenant as the new freeneow of God and that
the old covenant was more legalistic and all of.thavould like to point
out to you that really God created man in the ba@gm with a free will.
Adam and Eve had a very unique covenant relatipnsiith God (if you
want to call it that). Of course, they fell fromath They failed but it was an
agreement between them and God where they hadetbdoim either to do
what God said or to choose their own way. Adam Bwud had that and
then we have the fall.

Nevertheless, right there in Genesis 3, trepthr of the fall, we have
the promise of Jesus coming of the seed of the wofi@m that point on
there were various covenants and stages which @tched through the
Old Testament. In all of them, it was a covenantheyfree choice of man
and by blood sacrifice, all of which pointed fordao the sacrifice that
Peter was talking about in Acts 2. All through kel Testament, the true
people of God were the people who voluntarily cottedi themselves to
obey God and to take care of their sins by bloadifsge, voluntarily. It
was that way the whole way through the Old Testamen

In the Old Covenant, under the Sinai covenapmeeially, there was
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more of a legalistic approach. That is true, baidrélebrews 11, all the
way through it was the people of faith, the peaph® chose God by faith
that were a part of the true remnant people of Gaml.nearly all of them
did. Paul says in Romans 9:6 about Israel, "Foy the not all Israel,
which are of Israel.” Not nearly all of the natibmscendants of Jacob
were remnant people who voluntarily chose to bbtngth God by blood
covenant. God was seeking.

He told them at the time of the Sinai covenamtzxodus 19 what He
was looking to make them through this covenanttanaligh the sacrifices
that He was instituting at this time. "Now therefoif ye will obey My
voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye sleak Ipeculiar treasure
unto Me above all people: for all the earth is Mi(@® and ye shall be unto
Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. Thaxsethe words which
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel" (Ex0d9:5, 6). Then Peter
guotes basically the same words in 1 Peter 2:9t {Blare a chosen gen-
eration, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pacwpeople.” It is by
choice, by faith, and by a voluntary choice. Whilee covenants did
change, this principle that man was created asearfroral agent and that
God had a sovereign will for man to be saved argktboly did not. It fol-
lowed the whole way down through all those covesaigfht into the new
covenant, a choice of faith. Elimelech the Israethose Moab, Ruth the
Moabitess chose Israel.

Voluntary church membership will allow us to keaa church what we
want it to be. However, the true sovereign willGdd has in mind a holy
people and a way that we can truly be saved. We inobur hands (may |
call it) a "terrible responsibility,” whether or heve will take it or not. To
think that God lets us make that choice. Howevergd @& glorified when
we voluntarily make that choice. This is in oppasitto the idea that He
makes robots out of us and we have a doctrinewbatd teach that God
does do that for us and He decides who will be davel who will be lost.
Certainly, God knows that in His foreknowledge bl¢ does not decide
that for us. That is our choice.

Thus, the Early Church was a voluntary Chuidimse who wanted it
became a part of it. Those who did not want it miid need to become a
part of it. They were very soon persecuted by theish leaders and even
the Romans because they wanted all people to carder uheir juris-
diction and their laws. These people refused tédyieeir consciences on
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the principles of the Word of God. They enduredspeution for the sake
of the true Church and the cause of the truth.

II) The historical record. | will not spend & laf time on this but we usu-
ally recognize the date 313 A.D. In the Fourth agnthe Church contin-
ued as a persecuted and voluntary Church moresgr Ténere were certain-
ly divisions in this church and there were diffezes of thinking and eve-
rything. Nevertheless, we mark the year 313 A.Dhem Constantine was
the Roman emperor. Rome was at that time the ofléhe world. This
Emperor finally relaxed persecution and actualiynéad around and began
to promote Christianity. He allowed, for a timdedst, freedom of all reli-
gions. Later he declared that Christianity woulchoe religion of the civil
government.

Then in 380 A.D. another important marker waes Emperor Theodo-
sius who was also a Roman emperor. He went a gteépef and forced the
Christian religion on all people. I think the readwe did this probably was
more for political reasons, political expedienceaasliler, than it was that
he favoured Christianity that much himself. He ghig as a way to create
what we call a "monolithic" people — to unite ayeiverse society into a
people that were mostly a light in many ways. Heedhreligion and gov-
ernment to pull the people together. We call thabhanolithic society a
united people. Of course, when the state enfortestanity, and when he
did that, a lot of things changed about the Chu&tiddenly many people
who had been pagans were a part of this churetadtnot by their choice
but it was because this would be the type of lyuttat was practiced in
their local congregation — the "Christian” religiddf course, many of the
practices became paganized through this.

If you have a State church then we have whatogdl a "parish” church,
where everyone in Lincoln Township (or whatever rytmwnship is) goes
to the Lincoln Township church. Everybody betweeghtvay A and
highway B and Route 1 and Route 2, in this blobkytgo to this church.
That is a parish Church concept. That is what agpezl. Then, of course,
came infant baptism. Instead of believers' baptisey baptized infants
soon after they were born. They became a parteofCiurch not by their
choice but by infant baptism. Through all this tféce of the Pope was
established. The bishop of Rome became the Popeavddeover all the
bishops. As this thing became more political, aftevhile there were con-
flicts between the kings and the Popes.
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We have all types of interesting stories reedrébr us in history about
the struggles between the kings and the Popesthiané thought about as
| was preparing is the Episcopalian (Anglican) churThey are having all
kinds of struggles with these moral issues. Thotysof the Episcopalian
church grows out of this struggle. Henry VIII of gtand wanted to marry
another wife and so he wanted the Pope to giveammannulment that al-
lowed for annulling a marriage and the Pope wouwlddo it. Therefore, he
decided that England would establish their own churierarchy and they
would do away with the Pope who did not want toegivm an annulment
of his marriage. He established what became thdiderg Church, and
later in America the Episcopalian church that gaaw of this struggle. It
was kings and Popes struggling for power far fréra true voluntary
church concept. While all this was happening, yaupobably well aware
that there were faithful remnant churches, truauntary churches. They
were persecuted of course. There were varying degoé soundness in
their doctrine and some of the history on thesaigsas sketchy. Never-
theless, we believe there was a faithful remnanthabugh these years.
This period, especially from about 500 A.D. unglOD A.D. (At least 1200
A.D.) is sometimes referred to as the Dark Agesvds because of the
spiritual darkness that grew out of this mass demepin the State
churches and all this wrong teaching. However glveais a small light; the
torch of truth continued in the true voluntary attuconcept.

Then, we come to the reformers. Luther, Zwinghid Calvin would be
some of the ones that are more familiar to usedtiss like these men in the
early 1500's began with high Scriptural ideals dstablishing a Church
back on the Biblical standard. They made reformthéChurch, but they
came short of standing up against the authoritthefState and exercising
genuine Biblical Church authority. Probably you teiliar with this but |
want to read from the book The Swiss Anabaptistsattcount of the dis-
putation that these brethren were having with Wliavingli in Zurich on
the abolition of the mass. Zwingli, at the end lotdisputation insisted
that the Council of Zurich will make final dispadsit of this matter. He
knew that the Bible taught that mass was unscaptitrwas not sound ac-
cording to the Scripture, but he finally said, "Ba¢ Council of Zurich will
decide the matter.” Simon Stumpf uttered his mebieraeply, "Master
Ulrich you have no right to leave the decisionho$tquestion to the Coun-
cil. The matter is already decided. The Spirit afdGecided."” There we
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have the willingness, and the spirit of the Analspto break with the au-
thority of State churches over the Word of God.yTle¢ the Word of God

and the sovereign will of God create a Church, farr@hurch, based on
the truth of the Scriptures like the New Testanwaritines for us.

Then, we have the record of the Anabaptisthibeet organizing, and
breaking with Zwingli. Menno Simons, a Catholicgst in Holland also
broke with the Catholic church and established undaand true Biblical
church. It was a voluntary church for believersyo@nly adults were bap-
tized on confession of faith, and an emphasis adigmce to the Scrip-
tures and holy living. We trace our roots to theswll beginnings in Zu-
rich, especially in the brethren who broke with Agli in Zurich.

| would just like to read another quote fromeT®wiss Anabaptists in re-
lation to the relationship to these small groupshie dark ages and these
Swiss brethren who began this new voluntary churcBwitzerland. "It is
not true to say that after the reformers challertgedauthority of the Pope
and drew attention to the Word that suddenly thalbfptists with stricter
views appeared all over Europe, but rather befbee rise of Luther,
Zwingli and Calvin there lay concealed in almodt thle countries of
Europe, particularly Bohemia, Bavaria, Switzerlaartd Germany, many
persons who followed the doctrine which the Waldsams and other rem-
nant groups had maintained. Their vision was a regpapure visible
Church of true saints, not reforming or purifyirigetState church system.
This is no attempt to prove a physical connectietwken the Waldensians
and the Swiss Anabaptists. Rather, that the riciidge and foundation of
the doctrine of the Swiss Anabaptists was not deatie dark ages and
suddenly brought to life by the reformers, but eathad been embraced by
faithful Waldensian peasants and that for many,ynyaars."

God had His Church. We are glad for the ris¢hebe faithful brethren
who broke with this longstanding tradition of thettzority of the State
over the Church and let the Word of God dictate twha Church should
be — that sovereign will of God that we saw therdcts.

[Il) The practical side of this. 1) One thingati would like to quickly
point out. When we get to this subject of the SwAssibaptists and their
break with the reformers in the time of the Refaiiorg we often refer to a
work by Harold S. Bender, an eminent Mennonitedniah of the middle
Twentieth Century. He wrote what is entitled TheaBaptist Vision. First
of all, he actually gave it as a speech. Bender avi&ennonite historian,
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but he was a member of a national religious hiatosi group, and he was
actually the president of that group. He gave #msbaptist Vision in a
speech in Columbia University in New York City i@413, in the middle of
World War Il. The essence of what he said in thenopg statements of
this vision (speech) he quoted an eminent Quaks&pian Rufus Jones
who said that the Anabaptists were very much therémners of shaping:
“... A new type of Christian society which the madevorld, especially in
American England has now been slowly realizing bsolutely free and
religious society — a state in which every man ¢s@s a man and has his
share in shaping both Church and State." He goe® @ay then, in his
own words that, "There can be no question but teatgrinciples of free-
dom of conscience, separation of Church and Statevaluntarism in re-
ligion so basic in American Protestantism and sem$al to democracy
ultimately are derived from the Anabaptists of Reformation period."”

There is a danger | would like to point outisTis a work of a very ca-
pable Mennonite historian and | do not want toi@gé his ability as an
historian. | do think that he was playing a littlié into the hands of the so-
ciety whom he was addressing that night to say stmmgs that might
have made his church a little more appealing asmaesistant church in a
middle of a war that these men were in favour af Hrey knew that this
Mennonite man was not. | think it is a little bftan overstatement to claim
that the Mennonites somehow influenced this whiollegt to get it started.
James Lowry, another historian who is part of thastWhgton/Franklin
County Conference, wrote a critique on the Analsaptision. He points
this out that it is perhaps a bit of an overstatantigat we can trace all this
free church and democracy even to the Anabaptisiiénk that is a bit of
an overstatement. | am not saying all this to @ré the whole work of
Harold S. Bender but | think we need to be carefuthat point.

The reason | made that point, perhaps notesslglas | should have, re-
lates to our present practice of taking the freeslomthe US constitution
to have churches the way we believe are right. Yfeexiate that the Con-
stitution of the United States actually (and esgécthe Bill of Rights) al-
lows for religious freedom. We do not take the posi of demanding
those rights. Sometimes we have this spirit in day, even among us,
where people become somewhat vocal about the Sep@onrt making
wrong interpretations of the US Constitution and ihot according to the
Bill of Rights and the original intent of the framseof the Constitution and
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all of this. We ought to be fairly quiet about th&ur forefathers did not
demand these freedoms. We do not have these fresdolay because our
forefathers were activists who paved the way fis.tiWe have them be-
cause God made a way for people who were willinghed their blood to
do what they believed was right according to tkeimsciences and accord-
ing to the truth of God's Word. Let us do the saifi@at is one thing |
wanted to read from James Lowry's critique on this.

"l believe that the Anabaptists aimed as somgthompletely different
from the reformers in their intent to sweep awag thedieval debris col-
lected in the Catholic church. | believe the Andlsap did not attempt to
sweep the Church. They attempted not a reforméiidma restitution of the
New Testament Church. The separation between ttabajtists and the
reformers was complete as it should be today betiesr descendants.” |
think that is right. We need to keep a clear IM& are not political activ-
ists trying to remake America according to its Gitagon.

2) With voluntary church membership there is deger and the need to
safeguard against becoming a mere folk church.cBurches are made up
largely of "ethnic" Mennonites (at least here irstbountry). Some of our
mission churches have larger percentages of peepte are not ethnic
Mennonites or from our background. When we have {and we want
this) we want our children to embrace the churdt the have. However,
when we do that there is always the danger of ginbglptizing all the
youth that come to a certain age regardless offrthie of the Spirit. In
other words a folk church is a church where we §bpptize and include
everybody that grows up here basically. That istvitha.

3) We need to maintain a strong emphasis onsopal new birth experi-
ence. It is the experience of Acts 2, of repentind applying the blood of
Jesus and looking for the fruits of the Spirit. Weeve counsel before re-
ceiving applicants and | think it is right that &ee sensitive to the counsel
concerns that come about applicants. | do not thimk right for an indi-
vidual member to stand up against the class, agtiesrest of the body
and withhold the class from baptism, but | think steuld be sensitive to
the concern. We do not want to become a mere faolkob.

4) We need to have a strong emphasis on volustargnder to the body.
Is it wrong for youth to do things that they do notderstand or agree
with? To surrender to the church? Is that not vialy? Is that somehow
violating these principles if we do things that de&not quite understand or
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agree with? Did you know that in Acts 15, when lgmders of the church
there faced the issue of what to do about the lgenéind the Jews and
bring this whole thing together, the Church leadkdsnot all agree either.
They discussed this issue and matter and theyrglered to one another
and they agreed on something. It is noble if wepar of a Scriptural and
sound church group that we would also be willingtorender and volun-
tary yield to the voice of the church.

| like what William McGrath wrote in The Analizgis: Neither Catholic
or Protestant in relation to voluntary church. "Thabaptists believed in
the free establishment and protection of a disogali church consisting
only of born again disciples united in a voluntasglf-binding commit-
ment to the standards and the discipline of the Nestament as inter-
preted and applied through the brotherhood." Thathat we do when we
yield to the church. We are willingly allowing oefges to be bound by
these things.

5) Another point in relation to our present piaetis the danger of a
wrong view of the church discipline. We must betidand we did not look
at a lot of these Scriptures) according to Acts Matthew 16:19, the
Church has been called by Jesus to extend theigdaa®f the Scriptures.
The Scriptures are not complete in applying evengtim all areas of daily
and practical living. God has intended, and Jeaidgthat the Church was
responsible to bind and loose and extend the jplexiof Scripture in
practical areas of life. We are called to voluryasurrender ourselves to
this so that we receive help that is broader tharsedves. If every man
does what is right in his own eyes, in the chutblen we are limited to
ourselves and what we can understand. However,uberslering our-
selves to a church discipline, we expose oursdlvescounsel and a body
of truth that is much larger than what we can come&vith on our own.

There is always the danger in talking abous$ throng view of disci-
pline, to take a legalistic approach to it. Manypds we think of legalism
as too many rules, and loving rules. However, agrotiefinition of legal-
ism that | am thinking of here is that we are vieny conscious. If there is
no rule against it then we will do it. If no one kea us do something then
we will not do it. Our church has had the practwer the years of issuing
bishop statements and statements from the churdé winistry address-
ing areas that were not necessarily a part of is@pdine, but do represent
the voice of concern and the voice of the churabutiburrent issues at this
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time. When we take the attitude that becausenbtsa part of the church
discipline then | can disregard that and it dogsr@ally matter, we are tak-
ing a legalistic approach. We should appreciate aeldome all the help
that comes to us and voluntarily submit ourselegs t

6) Another current issue that | thought abowa {groper view of excom-
munication. At first thought excommunication mayt seem to be a part of
a voluntary church concept. It might seem thabiginot fit. Excommuni-
cation is perhaps putting a person out of the ¢hagainst his own will.
Again, though the will of God has determined whe thurch is to be,
when members step outside then according to | @oains 5, it is redemp-
tive to help them to see that they have steppesidribf the sovereign will
of God for their lives. It is redemptive to givesth help by cutting off their
church membership so that they can see their atatesee where they are.

There is one area that | have appreciatedttveeyears about our church
that is different from some other churches thatsarelar to us. We do not
use this excommunication against those who do gieawith us. Some-
times there are issues where people become diggrdhaith the church
and they do not agree with the way the church rglvag something ad-
ministratively. We have maintained voluntarismhist We do not take the
step and excommunicate them from the church far @& course, | am
probably on a little delicate ground here with thie bit of time that |
have to explain everything that | mean. Nevertl®lage do not take that
final step and put them out of the church becahbsg tlisagree. We have
allowed people to establish other churches andahaettain amount of re-
spect for them in doing that. We have not held elves up as the ultimate
and only church and excommunicated everyone ekbgnk that is a right
view of this idea of voluntary church membership.

7) We should also have a voluntary concept ofiseiin the church. If we
are asked to teach a Sunday School class, we stoutdvillingly even if
we think others could do it better. | am concermdtn a congregation
cannot get adult teachers for more than a Sundayaat a time. Also, we
should be volunteering our time for day work pregeemong the brethren.
Occasionally, we should volunteer for a week or enair relief work if we
are able.

| grew up "two doors"” from a small voluntegefdepartment. From my
childhood impression, some of those men likely wanethe fire team for
the evening domino games and were not likely verg &re fighters. Are
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we volunteering as we should to serve in the Chofclesus Christ, or are
we merely along for the company?

In closing, we have either the choice of saywelf and sin, or holiness
by blood covenant in church where Christ's fullnés®lls. "Which is His

body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in alEphesians 1:23).
Used by permission from: The Pulpit Exchange.
*kkkkkk

SNAPSHOTS
Extract from “The Martyrs Mirror”

ANNEKEN HEYNDRICKS, A. D. 1571

In the year 1571, there was burnt alive, at #eng&am in Holland, for the
testimony of Jesus, a woman named Anneken Heyrgjriaged about
fifty-three years. Having come from Friesland to #€erdam, she was be-
trayed by her neighbor, the underbailiff, who eeteher house, in order to
apprehend her. She said to him with a meek spiM#jghbor Evert, what
is your wish? If you seek me, you can easily fingt tmere | am at your ser-
vice." This Judas the traitor said, "Surrendethmname of the king." And
he bound Anneken with a rope, and led her alonf Witn, as Judas and
the scribes had done with our predecessor, Jedusn ey had arrived on
the Dam, Anneken said, that they should not hest@aiook at her, since
she was neither a harlot nor a thief, but a priséorethe name of Jesus.

After arriving in prison, she thanked and prdi$er Lord and Creator
with an humble heart, for counting her worthy tdfeaufor His name's
sake. And she boldly confessed her faith befor¢éePite bailiff and the
other lords. They greatly tormented her with Baglsts, in order to
cause her to apostatize; but through the graceodfshe valiantly resisted
it. This greatly astonished the baliliff, that shd dot pay more regard to
his spiritual lords, and he said to Anneken, "Slibekt, our chaplain, is
such a holy fellow, that he ought to be mounteéina gold; and you will
not hear him, but make sport of him; hence you ndiestin your sins, so
far are you strayed from God."

Thus they suspended this God-fearing aged wadmwhan could neither
read nor write) by her hands, even as Christ had,bend by severe tortur-
ing sought to extort from her the names of hemfelbelievers, for they
thirsted for more innocent blood. But they obtaimething from Anneken,
so faithfully did God keep her lips. Hence the iffagreferred against her
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the charge of being infected with heresy, havingdken the mother, the
holy church, now about six years ago and havingtibthe cursed doc-
trine of the Mennonists, by whom she had been bagton her faith, and
married a husband among them. Thereupon she wemsed to be burnt
alive. She thanked the lords, and said with huwitihat if she had done
amiss to any one, she asked them to forgive herthgulords arose and
made no reply. She was then tied on a ladder. Bhensaid to Evert the
under-bailiff, her neighbor, "Thou Judas, | havd deserved it, that |
should be thus murdered.” And she asked him ndbtthis any more, or
God should avenge it on him. Thereupon Evert angald, that he would
bring all those that were of her mind into the sdaroable. Then the other
bailiff came once more with a priest, tormenting, laad saying that if she
did not renounce, she should go from this fire ithie eternal. Thereupon
Anneken steadfastly said, "Though | am sentencddcandemned by you,
yet what you say does not come from God; for | fgrinust in God, who
shall help me out of my distress, and deliver me ajuall my trouble."”
They did not let her speak any more but filled meuth with gunpowder,
and carried her thus from the city hall to the fime® which they cast her
alive. This done, the traitor Evert, the underffailvas seen to laugh, as
though he thought he had done God an acceptablieeseBut the merciful
God, who is the comfort of the pious, shall gives thaithful witness, for
this brief and temporal tribulation, an everlastregiard, when her stopped
mouth shall be opened in fullness of joy, and tresktears (for the truth's
sake) shall be wiped away, and she be crownedet&imal joy with God
in heaven. Concerning this, see a hymn in soméith books.

NOTE-We have obtained the sentence of death of tbhisspand valiant
heroine of Jesus Christ, as the same was read tm lceurt; as also, the
record of her torture, which, as it appears, toakgtwo weeks before her
death; which we shall place here one after therptsethey were copied by
the secretary from the criminal records of the.city

SENTENCE OF DEATH OF ANNEKEN HEYNDRICKS, SURNAMED:
DE VLASTER

Whereas, Anna Heyndricks daughter, alias, Anaa/taster, formerly
citizeness of this city, at present a prisoner herenindful of her soul's
salvation, and the obedience which she owed tonoother, the holy
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church, and to his royal majesty, as her natunal &md prince, rejecting
the ordinances of the holy church, has neither beeonfession, nor to the
holy, worthy sacrament, for six or seven yearsesiibut has dared], to go
into the assembly of the reprobated sect of thendeists, or Anabaptists,
and has also held conventicles or meetings at tiese) and has further,
about three years ago, forsaking and renouncing@pism received in
her infancy from the holy church, been rebaptized] then received the
breaking of bread according to the manner of themdaist sect, and was
also married to her present husband in Mennonistnera by night, in a
country house; and though she, the prisoner, hyasyyblords of the court,
as well as by divers ecclesiastical persons, begeduand repeatedly ad-
monished, to leave the afore-mentioned reprobatet she nevertheless
refuses to do it, persisting in her obstinacy atblsornness, so that she
the prisoner, according to what has been mentidmas,committed crime
against divine and human majesty, as by said sstirding the common
peace and welfare of the land, according to theonngf the decrees of his
majesty, existing in regard to this; which misdenwra, for an example
unto others, ought not to go unpunished; therefarng,lord of the court,
having heard the demand of my lord the baliliff,rsd®e confession of the
prisoner, and having had regard to her obstinacl sdtubbornness, have
condemned her, and condemn her by these presems, a&ccording to the
decrees of his royal majesty, executed with firej declare all her prop-
erty confiscated for the benefit of his majestyragaid. Done in court, on
the 10th of November, in the year 1571, in preseridhe judges, by the
advice of all the burgomasters, in my knowledgesegetary, and as was
subscribed:

W. PIETERSS.

Concerning the torturing of the afore-mentioAesha Heyndricks, and
when this occurred. She was tortured on the 27Mabdber, in the year
1571, according to the previous sentence of thggsdas appears from the
record of the confession.

Thus extracted from the book of criminal senésnof the city of Am-
sterdam. Preserved in the archives there.

*kkkkkk
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Gaining Inspiration From Old Testament Worship (Part 5)

Digging Out the Stones
Many aspects of Old Testament worship involstmhes. God gave the

Israelites many instructions regarding stones latimn to worship (Exo-
dus 25:7; 31:5; Deuteronomy 27:4). Most predomigastones were used
to build altars. These altar-building stones weoé to be hewn, for that
would pollute them (Exodus 20:25). Also precioumsts were used in the
breastplate of the high priest and in the templanivof these needed to be
dug out before they could be used.

Sometimes stones were used improperly in thieT@ktament. Building
altars for idol worship was one such misuse (Leusi26:1). Also Absa-
lom built a pillar for himself so that his name vaibe remembered. An-
other wrong use of stones was hurling them in aager personal enemy
(Numbers 35:17).

Focusing on digging out and using stones pewvidspiration for New
Testament saints. The kingdom of God is still builth God-provided
stones of truth, and this requires digging into Gatlord. The basis of our
worship and kingdom building is still found in tiiéord of God.

"Thy Word is like a deep, deep mine,
And jewels rich and rare
Are hidden in its mighty depth
For every searcher there."

Every sincere Christian soon discovers the neeatig out the stones of
spiritual truth to meet the demands of the day. el@w, this requires dili-
gence, and once the stones are found, they ndmxlused properly.

The person who has not learned the joys of verirng stones by reading
the Word does not realize what he is missing. Yotgkolve to identify
and use the stones whose value is so basic thah&opglaced them where
they might easily be found. Then learn to dig deefae more lies beneath
the surface than will be discovered with shalloggiing.

The use of devotional helps, study guides, emarized prayers all
have their place. But these stones are, at bestggihered; some might
even be hewn by false teachers and, thereforgytpdlin God's sight. All
stones must be aligned with the foundation, whecRhrist, the chief cor-
nerstone.
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Beware of the tendency to dig stones to sirhply at others. While it is
true that the Bible has the answers for all thdlemms of mankind, we will
benefit most in our digging if we answer the quastiAt what is the Bible
driving?" with "The Bible is driving at me."

We also need to beware of using the stonesawve gathered to raise a
pillar for ourselves as did Absalom. When presenantruth in a Sunday
school class or a devotional meditation, we mustdalanguage that iden-
tifies us with the gem that we are presenting. Taaly amounts to self-
exaltation—an inappropriate use for the stonesutht

May our digging out of stones and our use efittbe for the building of
God's kingdom in the hearts of men today.

Jonathan Erb Used by permission from: “ThetEas Mennonite Testimony”

*kkkkkk

LIFT UP A STANDARD

"Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye tlag of the people; cast
up, cast up the highway; gather out the stonessypfa standard for the
people”(lsa. 62:10).

"When the enemy shall come in like a flood, theitSgithe Lord shall lift
up a standard against hinffsa. 59:19).

As in Isaiah's time, the Holy Spirit is calling to lift up a righteous
standard in our day. A flood of worldliness is mgiagainst those who
claim to be marching to Zion on the highway. So miscat stake. The sal-
vation of souls and the keeping of the faith arpethelent on an unmistak-
able banner of truth being held aloft to countan8a tide.

A standard is an ensign, the identifying fldgaocompany of soldiers,
army, or nation. It usually stands for an ideaporpose. Poignant feelings
stir within soldiers when they see their ensignvabtine fray of battle; its
power is not in the fabric alone. It evokes loyadiyd fervor, serving to
rally a group to a united effort.

Each of the twelve tribes of Israel had a séatidor flag, that identified
their family group (see Num. 2 and 10). They madcivgh their standard
going before (Num. 10), and they camped aroundhiérwnot traveling
(Num. 2:2). Each standard was a reference marloénfipg out a tribe's

-18 -
g Through the Lord’s mercies ave not consumed j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 5 NO. 5 - MAY 2008 12

position. Thus their standards helped avoid coofusind, also, aided co-
hesion of action among that vast multitude of Gpdsple.

The standards of the tribes of Israel, mostartgmtly, pointed forward
to the true standard of righteousness in Chrisisleldis followers have
always carried that standard in the warfare of lifedentifies them, pro-
vides a reference point for lost and confused sauid pinpoints the be-
lievers' position in relation to the world.

It was amazing to note the resurgence of pganoin the United States
following September 11, 2001. As the nation wagpgéd of its sense of
security, suddenly the flag was displayed everyehdihe "Stars and
Stripes” revived deep emotions and served to th#ynation.

Today, the church of God continues to be umdiack from its avowed
enemy, the world. The world is Satan's "al-Qaedgéawoization, dedicated
to the destruction of the church. Given this rgalurely the gospel stan-
dard, which speaks of things eternal, serves aenghirpose than that of
the earthly realm.

The Christians' righteousness, which is byhfait Christ Jesus, is not
just in profession. It is in deed and in truth. Taih that justifies is a faith
that engenders love for God and the church andugeslgospel obedi-
ence. This is the true standard. It moves beliet@rseject the worldly
realm and fear God, and to treasure holiness @f A a result, a distinct
separation from the world comes about. By commanviction and con-
cern, the "things that are in the world" (1 Johh52:are warned against
and shunned. The spirits of the world that preseamselves among the
sons of God are identified and reproved. Thus taedard of holy living
through the power of the blood of Christ is raisgdfor all to see. All this
serves as a banner marking the position of the dmawcamp as being
separate from the world.

Every generation of God's people has striveraige up this standard.
The Holy Ghost has moved the church in every agifttap a standard
against the floods of deception and spiritual ogpmrs from Satan. How
many souls have been saved from perdition becaudebstandard will
only be revealed at the judgment. Likewise, how ynsouls will be lost
should a right standard fail to be reared up is afgold.

Deep, heartfelt convictions regarding noncamity and separation
from the world are waning today. "What's wrong witlt?" counters con-
cerns about things that once were held to be "Wotldhere is a certain
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degree of ignorance, or apathy, in younger germrstirelating to godly
traditions, (2 Thess. 2:15) held dear by older ofbgse attitudes march in
tandem with lukewarm appreciation for our histdricaots of faith. Oh,
how the situation cries for the true standard toaised up!

The standard of our Anabaptist forefathersiéelibly preserved on the
pages of history. That record exhorts us from a&cthe centuries. Those
valiant soldiers of the cross carried the ensignheffaith bravely into a
battle that cost many of them their lives. Is tlsipon that their banner
marked not the same one whereon we must raise Gtadisard today?
The "spirits of just men made perfect" (Heb. 12;28lling from that
"great ... cloud of witnesses" (Heb. 12:1) urge"tkld the standard high;
it's worth dying for!"

As godly fathers and mothers of more recenesineft us one by one,
the responsibility of carrying the standard wasspdsto our generation.
Let us not neglect to grasp it firmly and hold ighn cost what it will. In
Christ's stead, we entreat our youth and young lesum do the same.
Should the Lord tarry longer, young grandchildrémoday will need to be
aided in their battle by a true standard also. Wig#ly know the truth of the
world being crucified unto them and they unto theld; as Paul said (Gal.
6:14)?

Much depends on the servants of the Lord catlesthepherd the flock of
God. As our fathers have written, we must be ammgta of loving the
Lord with all our hearts. We must never be foundte with things and
ways that hint of a worldly spirit. The minister deacon who has any af-
finity with the spirits of the world will never havthe vision to warn his
flock of danger. By giving heed to the doctrinettod Word (1 Tim. 4:16),
by earnest fundamental teaching and preachingebynyng exhortation or
reproof, the standard must be held up. The ultirtegeof our commitment
to raising the standard is bearing the cross wiripline for worldliness
is called for. The standard will not be raised withpain.

Comparing ourselves among ourselves (2 Cold2)never raises the
standard. It only tends to pull it down. In timenill completely obliterate
it, which is the devil's goal.

Once when Jesus entered the temple in Jeruskiersaw the effects of
a fallen, and perhaps even forgotten, standardwékedeeply moved. So
much so that later "His disciples remembered thaias written, The zeal
of thine house hath eaten me up” (John 2:17).
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We today, in the face of a persistent worldechéo be consumed by a
renewed zeal for Christ and the church. If we wadd Him for who He
really is and what He has done for us, it would quit battle with worldli-
ness in proper perspective. We would see a punposeparation, instead
of only negatives. The purity of the church woukd grecious to us, help-
ing us to sacrifice our fleshly cravings for hekesaThen the standard will
be raised up.

A songwriter penned these fitting words, "LHim up, higher, higher!
Let the world see the love in His eyes; He's thiy bope of promise.. . "
("Lift Him Up" by Rosa Henry). One can't lift up @&t and be friendly
with the world (James 4:4).

When Jesus comes to rescue the encircleddhithé will find them by
their standard. According to the Scriptures, thely e suffering opposi-
tion on every side, but their banner will pinpdineir location as not being
of this world. Then, many will rejoice, saying, ftfwasn't for the standard,
where would this soldier be?Reprinted by permission: The Messenger of Truth.

*kkhk Kk
Judgment Day Disappointments

"Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven"
(Matthew 7:21).

“And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye
that work iniquity" (Matthew 7:23).

We face a double dilemma. First of all, the Bible declares the way to life
as a narrow way which comparatively few people will find. The broad way
to destruction, after all, promises easy travel and lots of company. A recent
issue of Time Magazine featured several "Christian" leaders who promote
a health and wealth gospel. If the shiny Rolls Royce on the cover of the
magazine is part of the package, then obviously the wealth promotion is
not about the narrow way to life. And that exactly is the second dilemma.
There will be many (according to Jesus' teachings) who profess to know
God. They are merely deceived. They are not partakers of the Spirit of
Christ. They do not know Jesus Christ, and Jesus does not know them.

We have had enough rich and powerful evangelical leaders who fell.
What do we expect from their followers? After all, people who indulge in
all that money can buy will not be satisfied with what money can buy.
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Wrong moral choices will follow naturally enough.

Do you love God and keep His commandments? The valid answer to that
question would determine your eternal destiny if you faced the judgment
of God this very hour. Such a moment will indeed arrive. The burning
question in that moment is not a profession of Christianity. It is not a
claim to various good works. The only question is whether God knows you
as one of His own.

The understanding of a valid assurance of salvation is further described
in a quick survey of the Book of First John. Consider these verses: "If we
say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do
not the truth" (1:6). 'And hereby we do know that we know Him, if we keep
His commandments" (2:3).

In modern evangelism, too often the point of being "saved" or being
"born again," focuses solely on a particular time or place of "trusting" Je-
sus Christ as Saviour. Too often there is little understanding of the holi-
ness of God and the contrasting sinfulness of sin. Little is expected, and lit-
tle happens out of such decisions. The evidence is already in. We see little
contrast in the sinful lives of the "saved" versus the sinful lives of unbeliev-
ers. But along with this easy gospel, many church leaders then promote the
false notion that such a decision unconditionally seals one's personal des-
tiny in heaven forever.

I have discussed Christian faith at length with a number of people who
live immoral and even criminal lives. These believe they are Christians be-
cause of a "decision" once made for Christ. This assumption apparently of-
fers the forgiveness of sin without concern for deliverance and cleansing
from sin.

While we rightly reject the false notion that we work our way into God's
kingdom by doing good deeds, or by obedience to a list of rules, we are
wrong if we assert that saving faith does not dictate surrender to God and
a radical change of life.

Let me illustrate it this way. We have comfortable facilities for guests.
But what would be your response if you came and ate from our table and
yet received no nourishment? You came to us hungry. Yet what looked like
good nutritious food would merely bring you to starvation over time.

Our guest quarters include a private bath. You came to us from a long
journey. You need a shower, and you need it badly. But suppose you in-
dulge in a luxurious shower only to find that our shampoo, soap, and water
did nothing toward your cleansing. You are also travel-weary. The bed
looks very inviting. Your only hesitation is in your concern for con-
taminating those clean sheets. But guess what? The comfortable-looking
bed yields no rest whatsoever. You think the night will never end.
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The next morning you face the world: hungry, dirty, and tired. Could
you convince yourself that it really was a very positive experience?

Do we, in our churches talk about being fed with the Bread of life, yet
find no nourishment in the Scriptures? Do we sing of being washed in the
blood of the Lamb, yet remain in the filth of our sins? Do we claim that
those who labour and are heavy-laden may come to Jesus for rest, while
living in guilt, frustration, and bondage to evil habits?

Make no mistake. If people will eat at our table, they will be nourished.
If they use our shampoo, soap and water, they will be cleansed. If they
sleep in our guest bed, they will be refreshed.

Now they don't become our guests by bringing in groceries, or by dig-
ging a well in our backyard, or by placing their sleeping bags beside our
guest bed. (This would be parallel to salvation by works.)

To take full advantage of our facilities is the only logical way for a guest
to behave. In fact, we wouldn't give you a choice. You can't bring your own
hospitality. It's on the house. If you don't want or need what we have, that
is up to you. You can go elsewhere. We wouldn't want you misrepresenting
our hospitality.

Why am I saying this? Because a lot of people who name the name of
Christ are bringing reproach on the very One who could nourish them,
cleanse them, and give them rest. They seem not to understand that in re-
ceiving the "hospitality" of Christ, the very character and work of Christ is
manifest in them. No, you don't bring your own good works to Christ.
What you do is abide in Him, and He produces His fruit through you.

This is the very basis of God's judgment. "If a man abide not in Me, he is
cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast
them into the fire, and they are burned" (John 15:6).

"For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may, receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath
done, whether it be good or bad" (2 Corinthians 5:10).

When we claim that God is forever obligated to provide heaven for every
"decision" for Christ, we have it backward. It is we who face the obligation
of abiding in the fruit-bearing freedom of being His guests.

Editor's Note: This article has been in my files $ometime and | am indebted
to the author and source which | regrettably faitedecord. JvL.
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Contentment

Heavenly Father, if | should suffer need, angjo unclothed, and be
in poverty, make my heart prize Thy love, know it,be constrained by
it, though | be denied all blessings. It is Thy maxy to afflict and try me
with wants, for by these trials | see my sins, andesire severance from
them. Let me willingly accept misery, sorrows, temgations, if | can
thereby feel sin as the greatest evil, and be dediked from it with grati-
tude to Thee, acknowledging this as the highest tesony of Thy love.

When thy Son, Jesus, came into my soul instead sin He became
more dear to me than sin had formerly been; His kidly rule replaced
sin's tyranny. Teach me to believe that if ever | wuld have any sin
subdued | must not only labour to overcome it, butmust invite Christ
to abide in the place of it, and He must become tme more than vile
lust had been; that His sweetness, power, life mdye there. Thus |
must seek a grace from Him contrary to sin, but musnot claim it
apart from Himself.

When | am afraid of evils to come, comfort méy showing me that
in myself | am a dying, condemned wretch, but in Chst | am recon-
ciled and live; that in myself | find insufficiency and no rest, but in
Christ there is satisfaction and peace; that in myaf | am feeble and
unable to do good, but in Christ | have ability todo all things. Though
now | have His graces in part, | shall shortly havethem perfectly in
that state where Thou wilt show Thyself fully recowiled, and alone
sufficient, efficient, loving me completely, with & abolished. O Lord,

hasten that day.
Taken from: “The Valley of Vision” @ollection of Puritan Prayers &
Devotions, edited by Arthur Bennett. Reformatte&teynal Life Ministries.

Compiled & Edited by:
J van Loon.
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