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From The Editor’'s Desk.

Traditionally the month of May in our western saigs sets aside one
Sunday especially to encourage each of us to tingga our mothers, not
to the exclusion of God, but as a gift from Godthwut a mother not one
of us would exist and we acknowledge that it isthi# created the very
first mother of the human race. Genesis 3&2@d Adam called his wife's
name Eve; because she was the mother of all living

As a tribute to all mothers of all times we hareleavoured this year to
bring together a variety of inspirational and thisugrovoking items in-
cluding preached messages, poems and the pondefngthers on the
subject of mothers. They hopefully will give eadhus food for thought
and perhaps some direction and for the mothersntiagt read this some
encouragement that you are not alone and that ievéiiose times of dis-
tress, pressures of home life, a difficult homeatdibn or perhaps the very
painful burden of a wayward child, God will not $ake you or leave you.

One sister has shared that as she was growingaén teen years that
she found out by chance she was adopted, it wasck 20 her and there
was a realisation at first of having been abanddmedher birth mother,
many years later she did find out the reason fordu®ption but in the
meantime it was the Word of God that brought herabmfort of knowing
that whilst others may desert us God is alwaysether

The words of this beautiful Psalm were shared byalkeones that carried
her through the many dark moments of not knowing lieh mother
whom she has never met or known. The Lord has hedoler faithful-
ness. He has not forsaken her but led her in a plth to this very day.
Psalm 27:10-11

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the Lord will take me
up. [11] Teach methy way, O Lord, and lead mein a plain path, because
of mine enemies.

We pray that these words may be an inspirabgrou as well.

Fo
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MY GOD AND MY MOTHER

Our God looks down from heaven above; He sees us as a piece of art
And knows just how He mastered the detail of each part.

It seems He looked from His throne - And saw no creature that could serve
With all its heart and soul and mind.
So He created humankind.

Our God He knows the intent of our heart, the hidden meaning in our eyes
Even a child has depth of thought.
God understands when a good mother tries.

The Lord feels the pain of every sin that each soul endures with time;
Every child loses innocence so young
And feels the guilt of the worst crime.

She never pushed or pulled me; she served the way her God designed
With depth of kindness here below—
We're blessed above all else to find.

I found the Lord at times, you see but kept it closed within my heart.
And God could not be praised
By this proud ugly piece of......... His art?

Mother came to me one day— A caring look of pain she had.
She knew I bore that heavy load
I had since I was but a lad.

Then Mother sat down at my side that very day I felt so lost.
The heavy burden of that dread—
How did she know my soul was tossed?

Dear mothers, take this little thought and use it with the carefulness
That Jesus shows us every day,
To help us serve in prayerfulness.

My mother helped me carry the heavy burden of my heart,
Because she cared like Jesus does.
Please, mothers, do your part! Lorren Penner.
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% THE JOYS OF MOTHERHOOD ' ;\&
\%/;L Sister Becky Yoder, Missouri. Y
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There is a variety of joys in motherhood. The fisseks you marvel at
your little one's perfectly formed body. You giggleer the funny faces
only babies can make. You're delighted with thst fiittle smiles. It's fun
to see your child's look of surprise and then fastoon the first time they
discover something new.

Soon they are crawling everywhere—the real expipriras begun.
Sometimes we get pretty weary of these exploringuesions. Remember
that this is a good sign of a healthy child. Keegoad sense of humor at
all times.

What can be compared to little arms wrapped tightbund your neck or
butterfly kisses and whispered "night nights"? he morning, little chil-
dren are so cuddly and quiet as they rest theirhszds on your shoulder.
Oh, the blessings of hearing a childish voice &&mg to the song, "What
a Friend We Have in Jesus!" We may get tired ofihga"Mom, look at
the birds!" when it seems like we've looked at therhundred times al-
ready.

We cannot fully enjoy the privilege of motherhoddve aren't willing to
accept the many responsibilities. Instead of dregnabout the day when
our children are older and more able to take chtbemselves, let's treas-
ure these days. If it means putting our hobbiea shelf for a while, it will
be worth it.

Mothers set the atmosphere in the home. If we bandyful in the tasks
the Lord has assigned to us, we can't expect dlgreh to be joyful either.
Children become little miniatures of their parents.

Motherhood means a time of serving. Human flestsdbéeel like serv-
ing. We need to ask God for enough love to glaélybservice to our hus-
band and children. We need to have an unfeigned for our children.
They need to feel secure in our love, knowing tbeme first. They need
sincere praise but not flattery. Children knowhié time we spend talking
and playing with them is out of duty or becausetmuby want to spend this
time with them.
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When we look into the innocent little eyes of otiladren, we are look-
ing into eternity. There we see a soul that wikdéo be led to its Heav-
enly Father. Loving them does not mean being pesiwgs In Proverbs
22:6, we read, "Train up a child in the way he $tt@o: and when he is
old, he will not depart from it."

We need to pray for wisdom to know when and howtéot training at a
young, tender age. We need to pray for strengtmvite Spirit nudges us
into a training session. Asking advice from ourdargls can be a great
help. | was impressed with an article in the Megserof Truth recently.
The writer stated, "We need to prepare the chitdttie way, not the way
for the child." How often do we carefully circlecand our child's dislikes
instead of teaching them to give in? Very smalldrien know how to push
our buttons with pitiful crying. "Chasten thy sorhie there is hope, and
let not thy soul spare for his crying" (ProverbdB): It's beautiful to see
how quiet and still they become once they givehgrtwills. Can we look
into the future and see that this makes it easisubmit to God when He
calls them? Let's be careful about some of the mmeday theories of child
training, which are not biblical at all.

Fulfilling all the duties of motherhood is a pretigll order. It should
bring mothers to their knees daily, asking for grémr the day. Of our-
selves, we will never be sufficient—only with Chingorking through us.
He will cover for us in the many areas that we ifail

Written in weakness.
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MINISTER'S CORNER.

MOTHER'S RESOURCES FOR THE PRESSURES OF HOME
Brother H.Lynn Martin.

The message we just heard very aptly laid a foumaldor further dis-
cussion, | appreciated our brother sharing theggso

Mother has a very forceful influence in the hom&hat mother is sets
the pace of the home, it does not omit the fativetr the mother has a very
significant role to fill.

| have known of numerous cases where the fathepédr the faith and
was unfaithful and became an ungodly man but dubdanother's faith-
fulness every one of the children still came anthewed the faith. But as
| reflect on that | am not sure | can think of angtance where the reverse
was true, now they're likely was, but | can't thofkany. It simply shows
the force and place that mother fills in the homdeed the hand that rocks
the cradle rules the world.

I would like to look at another Bible woman. Imsti Samuel we have
another woman we would like to draw some lessoom frmost of you
immediately associate the name Hannah with thefé chapters of first
Samuel, | would like to look at her. A godly womand fits in every way
the description that our brother laid down so watta notice some paral-
lels. She faced some pressures and as she fazssliggs she knew where
to turn to find the answers.

Let's just notice, | would like to look first ofladt some of the pressures
that she handled. | am assuming we are familithr this story how that
she and her husband went up regularly to worshiphemwv that there was
some friction in the home, there was a desire faatnah had and that was
to have a child and how that once when she wakdrtdmple she made
this request of the Lord and Eli said that the Laxuld answer her prayer.
And the Lord did. And as a result of this answgrealyer Hannah eventu-
ally, as well as her husband, turned over thisdctal the temple and this
young child Samuel became a foothold for God inlifeeof Israel.
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1] Some of the pressures, notice in verse two theie The pressure of
disappointment.

It says in the concluding phrase of verse two: iddinhad no children.
and that was a disappointment to her. But disapp@nts constitute pres-
sures and there is the disappointment of sickribsse is the disappoint-
ment of death, there is the disappointment of anfomal difficulty, in fact it
doesn't go too long until that new bride discoudi life just isn’t what
she always dreamt of it to be, and that somehowstitates a pressure, and
she somehow needs to cope with that.

2] In verse six: The pressure of interpersonatiatahips.

It takes work to have relationships within the honfet it should be, es-
pecially with growing children and it takes somareotive measures at
times and all of that can constitute pressuresaviehheard wives say al-
ready, mothers say already: Just what do you datie child and maybe
the other child had a little trouble getting along®d it constitutes a pres-
sure.

3] Verse 22 sees another pressure: The presstmdd care.

I am sure Hannah would have liked to have gon&upe temple with
her husband as she was accustomed to do but tefcdris child made it
necessary that she stay back. The pressure of baree Home life has a
times a way of interrupting but may have beenrat fireferences. Care,
care, care. Sometimes as one views mothers i24steour job. You know
that father can go off to work or he can go inte llarn but mother has the
care and it is the dirty hands and it is the cagdir and it this is the little
one that just doesn't wont to quieten down in chuand so mother doesn't
always get as much out of the service that she dvbké. And so it is
pressure, care of the home.

4] Verses nine and 19: The pressure of schedules.

I am impressed with this in this home, they wesang up to the temple,
they were coming back again and over the goingpupéd temple and year
after year they went to the temple. This mothemkmdnat it meant to meet
schedules. She knew the pressures of all of @tatl am sure that every
mother knows the pressure of that, it is gettinqaog its breakfast and its
schoolchildren, it's lunchtime and then it's gokpip the schoolchildren
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again and well then its supper and after supperptayer meeting and af-
ter prayer meeting it is bed time and it just segriee a vicious circle.
Mother knows the pressure of schedules.

5] Then there is: The pressure of the routinefef li

| see this in verse seven and then in chapter ev®ev19. Year after year
it seems like this mother was doing the same thiBfe went up to the
temple, she made a coat for her son it says eveay and they went up to
see him, and sometimes it is just simply to hawepfressure of the same
thing on and on and on, Oh it may not be that gasdurdensome but just
the same thing on and on and on becomes crusiing.so is the pressure
of the routine. It may not be that the load ideavy but it is the sameness
and the on and on and on and the monotony of afaif

You may have your own peculiar pressures but k this will provide a
background now to look at some of these resouttasHannah reached
for. 1 am not offering a magic formula, you may bere wishing that
somehow something could be said this morning tloat iyever heard of
and as a result you could take it and find a nexgdeon life. We are not
offering such a thing. In fact the things we afeering will likely be
things that you have heard before.

The resources that Hannah took hold of are weliwithe reach of each
and all. We admire persons that take what is adhand accomplish
something good and so it is this morning, the resesiare at hand. We
want to notice these resources, resources thay evather in the building
this morning can find. Now the husbands here thisning, the men, the
brethren here this morning may feel it is the titoenap because we are
talking to mothers, but finally you are part ofshiesource and it is highly
important that you be awake and understand yowr iroimeeting the re-
sources that are necessary for your wife and #nibthers.

The first resource that | would like to recommeaddu is simply: Your
God.

The resource: Your God. This is explained, Harteih us this resource
in chapter 2 and | would like to just to read tprayer, she is praying and
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she is telling what a wonderful God she has and Hewvas such a won-
derful resource in facing the pressures of life.

1 Samuel 2:1-10

“And Hannah prayed, and said; My heart rejoicetithiea LORD, mine
horn is exalted in thedrD: my mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; be-
cause | rejoice in thy salvatiofilhere isnone holy as thearbp: for there
is none beside thee: neitherthereany rock like our GoTalk no more
so exceeding proudly; letot arrogancy come out of your mouth: for the
LorD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are heig*The bows
of the mighty menare broken, and they that stumbled are girded with
strength>They that werdull have hired out themselves for bread; dmely
that werehungry ceased: so that the barren hath born sewehshe that
hath many children is waxed feebf&¢he LORD killeth, and maketh alive:
he bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth7ldpe LORD maketh poor,
and maketh rich: he bringeth low, and lifteth éide raiseth up the poor
out of the dustand lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to ském
among princes, and to make them inherit the thodrggory: for the pillars
of the earthare the LORD's, and he hath set the world upon thérte will
keep the feet of his saints, and the wicked sleaflilent in darkness; for by
strength shall no man prevaifThe adversaries of theokD shall be bro-
ken to pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upem: the IorD shall
judge the ends of the earth; and he shall giveagtiheunto his king, and
exalt the horn of his anointed.”

Hannah found the resource that was reliable; Hafmafd the resource
that was ample. We want to look at this a bitHert

Hannah found that the Lord was ever present andysvaware of her
needs. The first truth | see is in verse oneLtbrel is able to deliver from
the pressures of life. Now He may not remove tha pa He did for Han-
nah, the pressure that was giving Hannah a latoobte the Lord actually
reached over and He just took care of it so thextetivas no more pressure,
but the Lord doesn't always promise to do thatur He may leave the
pain present but He can give us the ability toteeteghtly even in the pres-
ence of the pain, He can deliver us from depress$iercan deliver us from
discouragement, He can deliver us from murmuringclin give us a song
in the midst of pressure.
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| know of a certain brother who is a member of gtoup who grew up
in a home situation where the father was ungodhemwl say ungodly he
was unfaithful, but mother was faithful and she lsadthe very, very ad-
verse circumstances to face and it happens todiestleryone of the chil-
dren of that home are faithful from which we alinbét. But | was im-
pressed with his testimony, he says one of they¢hihat always stood out
to him was that even in the midst of adversity eaxerses that his mother
faced she always had a song. She was always girgfie didn't complain,
she didn't murmur, she had found the salvatiorhefltord to rise above
her circumstances and have a song, and that maniswiow a grandfather
in our setting, has this testimony that that fdoha was one of the things
that drew him to the faith even though he wouldehbad every reason to
go otherwise.

And may God give us those kind of mothers thvat that resources of

the Lord.

In verse two another resource of the Lord. Thedlisrright and trust-
worthy in all He does, she says: | just found Honbe that way. He is
holy, He is right, there is just none beside Hind dthe is a rock, He
doesn’'t move, He doesn’t leave us down.

You may be tempted to think that your circumstarazesnot fair but His
dealings with you are always for our best interdsist we can rest in. He
has not allowed anything but that first of all Hashconsidered whether
you are big enough to handle it, and so every mstance that comes our
way the Lord has first of all tested it and consgdeit, He is not going to
leave us down. So often we fail to depend on HunHe will never leave
us down, the Lord is right and He is trustworthyl &te is carefully por-
tioning out that to which He calls us to.

In verse three: The Lord sees and honours theedesirthe heart. It says
the Lord is knowledgeable and He weighs the actidesweighs the inten-
tions of the heart. How often mothers have yowssdryou are inadequate
and you just simply feel that you are not your Be§h, it is this pressure,
it is this schedule, it's this work that is undcsred somehow you tend to
live with a little bit of guilt that you are justoh doing your very best for
your family. Well that is a sense in which evergther that takes her call-
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ing seriously knows with that is about. But Gosl,| @ee it here, it is sim-
ply teaching that God is knowledgeable of that Hieds weighing the mo-
tives, He is weighing your heart's desire and wiien have an honest
heart, an honest heart is not when you are lanpbapplying oneself, but
is one who is giving themselves with all their miens and yet still feels
inadequate and at times fails to have a sensecohgdishment. | see the
truth here that your God fills in the gaps. Yowddills in the gaps where
you maybe feel you are not adequate, and He umaelsiand He can give
you a sense of His blessing, a sense of accompishra sense of fulfil-
ment even through the menial tasks of life and ehbe pressures seem
overwhelming.

Then first of all: The Lord protects from the loamidestructive forces,
the bows of the mighty men are broken. Many of fears never come to
pass do they? They maybe in the making but thegmeappen. What se-
rious mother has not been concerned about theasedeevil in the world?
What serious mother has not at times looked in&b #tnocent face and
wondered if it would be possible if there woulddw®ay for this one to be
faithful as one sees the increased evil.

One mother that | had talked to had the fear tbasibly as her children
grew older that possibly this land would be overamad their chance of be-
ing Christians and godly men would not exist. Walloften the fears we
have never come to pass because the Lord has argtipe evil about us
and the Lord protects. He simply breaks the bolhe mighty men and
makes it so that they are not able to destroy anchany of the fears that
S0 many times we fear never come to pass.

Another truth is: The Lord touches faithful mothevgh richness and
fullness. | see this in verses five and six. hR&ss and fullness. The
world would say go out and get a career. You'nefioed to the home that
is too confining and that is too limiting. But éleeve that the scriptures
represent motherhood as one of the most fulfilzagiings that a woman
can have. When you feel bogged down and unnotee@mber that God
sees. He is going to touch your little with Hisehu You may feel like
your contribution it is so little but just remembkbat God can take the lit-
tle, He took a Samuel and made a Prophet. Goddads&muel and had a
new foothold in Israel as a result of a motherithfalness. God can take
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your littleness and turn it into the much. Leesnember the Lord does
that, the Lord touches faithful mothers with rickseand fullness, God
wants to do that. Nothing can transcend the foléht of being in God's
will.

In verses seven and eight: The Lord works amongtimemonplace. It
says He takes the poor and He lifts them up. Healee this and set them
up on a throne of glory and the pillars of the leate the Lord's and He
has set the world upon them. The Lord works antbegcommonplace.
We are apt to as humans to be able to see Goae imithst of a storm but
we somehow struggle to see God in the midst ofriki@l and the routine.
But God is at work in the commonplace. He is preygaright now moth-
ers, right in your home God is preparing the futiathers and mothers,
God is preparing the future grandfathers and grarldens, God is prepar-
ing the future church builders, God is preparing filture church leaders.
You know you look at your church leaders today god appreciate them
but remember, they had a mother and there was avdagy they were on
their mother's lap and that mother was likely unawaf the contribution
she was making. But mothers God is working amdmgcdommonplace.
That job that you don't like God can use even thiaén you respond
rightly and your children know you don't like itutothey see you respond-
ing rightly, God can use even that.

Lastly: The Lord will triumph as faithful mothersiae in the victory.
Notice this in verses nine and 10. The Lord ingdio break the pieces.
He is going to thunder upon this wicked world ahd was glad to say that
He is going to exalt His horn but earlier in theapter she says that her
horn was also exalted, and so she recognised lkeatvas going to share.
You are going to be rewarded mothers, your work sesgm so routine and
unimportant but it is part of the victory. It isap of the victory. Your
faithfulness, God is counting on it, the churcleasinting on it and the vic-
tory is depending on it and let's not grow wearwell doing as the Scrip-
tures saylGalatians 6:9]

You have your God as a resource.
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You have another resource that is so commonplacgtothat often
maybe you don't see it as a resource. We wouddttilchange our thought
now and that resource is your husband. He isaures. Notice how Han-
nah reached out to her husband as a res¢uigemuel 1]

Let's go back to first Samuel chapter one verse fand when the time
was when Elkanah offered he gave some things twifesand there out in
chapters 1, 2 and 3 you find that Hannah and hebdnd were worship
partners and your husband is a worship partnersante is a resource.
Worship together is a vital necessity for facinfg,lipray together, share
spiritual concerns. Many Christian couples do Immte a strong spiritual
bond and therefore they are not finding, they arssimg one of the re-
sources that God has given to us to be faithfultarfthd the strength. Too
many attend church together and they go to prayesting together but
that is the end of their spiritual bond or tie atieeir spiritual communica-
tion and when they are at home alone there is bbhe&tlveen them spiritu-
ally. Mothers, wives, see in your husband a wqrgbartner, one who
prays with you, one who is a spiritual staminaaa,yone who is a spiritual
shepherd, one who is a spiritual protection, saeithhim.

Also your husband is a leader in the home andishatesource. We see
this in verses three, five and eight and 19 weleafdh was taking his
place in the home and giving direction.

Give yourself to his leadership. It is a resourcéou as the wife and
mother are not equipped emotionally to handle tgeurs of decision-
making and child rearing without a man. The sangtsay inl Peter 3:7
give honour, it says to the husband to give horsuinto the weaker ves-
sel. It means husbands you are to take the blévesmaly raising and of
moneymaking and you are to face that cruel wowdves leave your hus-
bands to do it. It is their God calling. It is @source for your protection
and for your emotional well-being. He is the leagethe home, allow
your husbands to make the decisions and take #udeidghip role and if
you do that you can find a rest and a security amaspiration and a re-
source that God has given to you.

Also in verse five | see a mature, affectionateslpand that is your hus-
band. It says that he, the husband, loved Hartmalpved her. Love is
more than a sentimental feeling or an emotion, isven act of the will, it
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is a commitment, it is a showing concern and affectSome individuals
have the idea that love is some kind of emotionastl if it is based on

emotion it is going to fly away at times. But lotreat the scriptures call
for is a commitment, it is loving regardless of ho¥eel and it is loving

regardless of what the response is on the palteobther. It is a choice, it
is a decision to love because it is right.

Love can be expressed through patience, throughatode for failings,
by meeting needs and avoiding criticism. Back hamibe local newspa-
per this week | noticed that there was a couplehbd been married for 70
years, now that's a long time, and the wife’s testiy was that she never,
never heard her husband give a sharp word to Tikat is a challenge to
husbands, that's a challenge to husbands. Buistlaatorm of expressing
love, that is a form. The world has a lot of mushyff around but that is
not love. Love is the extension of affection intsmwf the failings, in spite
of that which would call for something else in thatural man. As you
show love you are going to find inspiration andrggefor living. Wives
this morning as you contribute to the marriage yoant in that love rela-
tionship, you will find an inspiration and an engifgr facing the rigours
and pressures of home life that this world knowétde about where there
is a tremendous “give up your idea of a perfectriage” There will be
things to work out, it is not always going to haxerything so perfect, but
work them out and make your contribution to theeloglationship, being
patient and gentle and giving yourself to the refeghip. Be satisfied with
life and your circumstances. There is nothing tiesttroys your own satis-
faction and your husband’s satisfaction than todissatisfied with your
life circumstances, there is nothing that destiapyisker.

Seek to please your husband even if it is ngtimore than putting his
socks in the drawer the way he likes it, but as iyake that contribution to
the marriage you find an inspiration and energy ihaatisfying. Seek to
be understanding of him, that is part of your firgla resource for facing
home life.

In the next place: Your husband is a respondeotoncunication. | no-
tice this in verse eight. Her husband came toamer says: Why are you
weeping or why are you not eating or why is youarhgrieved, am | not
better to thee than 10 sons?
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That impressed me, how he viewed it, and husbdmatsig a challenge
that we are that kind of communicator that we @ sensitive to our
wife’s needs and know what's going on, and if wa'tdquite understand
we seek to understand. But wives this morning gead to see in your
husbands one to whom you can communicate. Theahdstalked and
then in verse nine it says: She rose up. As th@&® communication be-
tween husband and wife she was able to rise upago forward and it
was an inspiration to face what she was finding.

In verse 22 | see an open communication. She diveith her husband
why she was not going to go up to the temple, tivae communication.
Someone put it this way: There have been billiggensto talk to men who
land on the moon but all the while many in thisigratcannot talk across
the breakfast table. It is a challenge. We neeldatve such relationships
and communications that will provide an inspirat@md a resource. In
some homes all that is talked about is who is gaingick up the school
children, who is going to pay the phone bill, tu real satisfying and the
real invigorating communications never happen inngmy homes. We
need to be having communications and wives you sagy Well you don't
know my husband well, he just don't talk. One wsgd: My husband
doesn't have any feelings at all and | find it hewdcommunicate. Well
wives if we at least understand that our husbanelgg@en to us as a re-
source for communication that will go a long wayh&lping.

Express your ideas, your feelings, your goals, ympinions, your con-
viction, share those kind of things, share sometienen when the truth
hurts and the scriptures give room for that whesaits we are to share the
truth in love.[Eph. 4:15]

In verse 19 | see another: Your husband is an @esent companion. It
says year-to-year they went up, they did thingetiogr, they raised the
family together. Sometimes in our world when yalk about doing things
together the husband and wife immediately thinkealiving the children
with the grandparents and going off to somethingjaing something. But
we rather ought to find our inspiration in seeihg taising of those chil-
dren as a project that we do together and findcoarpanionship in that ef-
fort and in that work, not saying there is absdjuteo place for the other,
but our first thought ought to be that we see fgmaising and child train-
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ing as the very thing that we are doing togetherasa project that we are
having our common interest gathered around andweatinally find our
joy in. Sharing the joys and sorrows of life togeth If one’s relationship
is built merely on the excitement of the relatiapsh will not do. We
need to have a relationship that is a companionshgre we can lean on
each other and find each other to be dependable.

I would like to look next at the church. We haveKked at the resources
in your God, we have looked at the resources i yoisband there is one
other resource that we would like look at yet amat is: The resource in
your church.

Now we are in the Old Testament so the church isace per se, but the
temple is here. The temple is here and Hannahdfsome real resources
right here as it related to the temple and Eli.

We want to notice first of all that it was their 8bip centre and your
church this morning is your worship centre. It wiashe temple that Han-
nah had got new inspiration and a new perspeativelation to her prob-
lem, it was in the temple that she found thatwds with God's people that
she found the courage to go on. Verse 19: And theg up, she rose up.
Verse 18 it says that she went out and she atdh@ndountenance was no
more sad, as a result of the inspiration found amship. With God's peo-
ple is where we obtain a true perspective for lileam sure mothers as
well as fathers know the experience where maybthénmiddle of the
week we have a bogged down feeling and just losfpetspective, it just
seems like all this life this is just work and respibility and then we go to
prayer meeting and suddenly after prayer meetinhave a new zip in our
step. Somehow we see what this is all about agaihso it is a resource.
Mothers in your church you can find a resourcehaset is collective wor-
ship.

| also see another fact and that is that in yowrah there are burden
bearers, right in your church. Verses 17 and 1&idwered and said: Go
in peace and the God of Israel grant thee thyipetwhich thou hast asked
of him and she said: Let thy hand maid find gratéhy sight, and so the
woman went her way and did eat and her countenamaseno more sad.
She had found a burden bearer. Now | believeishabe of the resources
that we have, seeing your sisters, your fellowesssin the church as bur-
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den bearers, as a resource. Too often our resdtiprio church life and to
one another is so aloof that we would be embardassshare with our fel-
low brothers and sisters that we have a burden.tH&uscriptures are clear
that we are to confess our faults one to anothdrpmay one for another
that: Ye may be healefllames 5:15]I believe this is an area where it goes
untapped too often, it is the resource within orgtliren and sisters, our
burden bearers. We need to see that if we are¢pavistruggle in an area
or may be with one of the children and we can findnsel in an older sis-
ter, that is what our older sisters are for theépsare says, we found that
out in our Sunday school lesson, we ought to usedsource.

| believe that in your church there also comesitsiair challenges. Notice
in verses 14 and 16 that Eli said to her: How lailgthou be drunken?

Now Eli was mistaken but at least | see somethhag in this church, in
this temple, Eli was ready to challenge. And sooae find challenges,
spiritual challenges within your church and tha iesource. We ought to
be open and eager for the rebukes and the wartiagsve need. It pro-
vides a sense of security to me this morning @addr, as a father to know
that if | start to sidestep that there will be bren in there who will tap me
on the shoulder and say: Just now what is alldabisut? And you know
sisters that is one of your resource as you heaptdaching and the teach-
ing and in Sunday school as brothers and sistegstamyour family on
the shoulder. It is a resource that we ought t@pen to and as a result
find security and peace, it is a resource in ydwrch.

In verse 24 | see another resource: In your chisrelsafe haven.

It says that they took this child to the temple #mely left him there and
it says the child was young. It tells me that they confidence in the
temple. Now a little later on we see reasons lent not to have confi-
dence in the temple and that is sad when it iswlagt That is unfortunate
when our young ones cannot be trusted in the getiivhere we are. But
by and large we ought to be able to look at ourates as a safe haven
where we can place and let our young, our childaed, our young and our
youth mingle with the youth and find inspiration do right. But in our
church we find that kind of resource. Oh | thankdGleis morning for the
blessings that the church can be to my family. td disadvantage it
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would be without a faithful church that is on theva but rather a faithful
church that is solid and stable.

In verse 19 | see the last one: In your churchethe@an opportunity for
contribution.

Oh the enrichment that this mother must have e@peed as she saw the
product of her faith standing in the temple. Oheéheouragement.

This morning mothers you have opportunity afterapmity to make a
contribution to your church. Think of the blessrtgat this home enjoyed
and think of the opportunities mothers that youehtvmake contributions
to the church that are tangible contributions.

Hannah's contribution gave God a new foothold ialidg with Israel
and mothers this morning you have that opportuaitg in your church
there is that resource, in your church is thatlehgke. In your church is
that opportunity.

May God help each mother to rise to that and maké ¢ontribution.
You are in the midst of your morning in the disla@sl some of the work
has got neglected over the weekend so you couldeb® you are in the
midst of all of that and somehow you may begin tinder: What's it all
about?

Well in the midst of that routine and in the midéthat mundane you are
making a contribution to your church and family datlus ever see that
and keep our eyes in focus.

| would like to conclude with a poem, somewhat dkegacy to every
mother here this morning.

She could not give her children gold,
So she gave them faith to have and hold.
She could not give them royal birth,
A name renowned throughout the earth.

But she gave them seeds and a garden spot,
And shade trees when the sun was hot.
She could not give a silver spoon,
Or servants waiting night and noon.
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She gave them love and a listening ear,
And told them God was always near.

She could not give them ocean trips,
Aboard majestic sailing ships.
She gave them books and quiet times,
Adventures found in prose and rhyme.

She could not give them worldly things,
But what she gave was fit for kings.
But with her faith and books and sod,
She made each child aware of God.

Transcribed from a sermon given at Shirksville Marite Church

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications

ANABAPTIST MENNONITE VIEW OF JESUS CHRIST.

Jesus Christ: God's Revelation

For Anabaptists, as for other Christians, Jesus constituted thet lnéa
Christian faith. Most statements about Jesus mgdenhbaptists are or-
thodox in nature, that is, they accept the tradé@lacreedal statements. Be-
yond that, however, the unanimity ends.

A major feature ofanabaptist Christology was the weight placed on the
function of Jesus as model and example. That iebbn emphasis on his
human life with his actions and words as describethe Gospels. But it
did not lead to a denial or even an under emplaasihe divine nature of
Jesus.

All Anabaptists are united in emphasizing that the confessioreetid
as Lord must be combined with obedience to his sdfdbbedience is not
there, the faith is, by definition, counterfeit.
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Balthasar Hubmaier, "The Twelve Articles," ca 15267.

| believe also in Jesus Christ, your only Sar, loord. | believe that he
has made atonement to you, my Father, for thetfal, he has made peace
between you and me, who am a poor sinner, and basttwough his obe-
dience, an inheritance for me. He has now giverstrength through the
Holy Word which he has sent, so that | may becomer ghild through
faith. 1 hope and trust in him entirely. He will nallow the healing and
comforting name of Jesus to be lost to me, a nigersinner, but rather
will save me from all my sins. For | believe thatis Christ, true God and
true man.

Leonhard Schiemer, "Letter to the Church at Rattenkerg," ca 1527.

Christians obey the sovereigns of this worldwiabdy and goods. But
they are obedient to the Sovereign of heaven, oud Uesus Christ with
the soul and everything that pertains and beloogaith. For in him
dwells the fullness of deity. He alone is the Lofdall lords and the King
of all kings, a Healer and Saviour of the humarerd® him is given all
authority in heaven, on earth, and under the edfibrefore we are prop-
erly subject to him, give him our obedience, anddw, fear, and love him
above all creatures.

Pilgram Marpeck, "Concerning the Love of God in Christ ca 1543.

Love is all power, authority, strength, mighisdom, reason, skill, un-
derstanding, truth, righteousness, mercy, forbeaapatience, meekness
in all humility and lowliness. She is fully God &ll, in, with, and through
her summation Jesus Christ our healer. She isdh®lete, whole, eter-
nally coming true love of the Father, and the Rathmmself is the true love
of the Son, one Spirit, God, and Lord forever, noxed but One from
eternity to eternity, not separated into two oreébut three in One eter-
nally.

No creature has been found to express, teachtoawitness and state
with power what love is, along with its virtues gmolwers except the Man
Jesus, Jesus, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. The wam brought forth,
glorified, and revealed by the Father with thatrglahich he as the incar-
nate Word had before the Father from eternity, @slko with love de-
clares himself to be the true Son of God commissiagven to the death of
condemnation, and has achieved the fullest, grea@eslted love in that he
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gives his life for his friends. For no one has tgedove than he who gives
his life for his friends.

To this Christ has witnessed and in love declaistsélf, with the incar-
nate Word, deed, and power.

Pilgram Marpeck, "Judgment and Decision," 1543

Conceived by the Holy Spirit in Mary, Jesus Chissthe Son of God ac-
cording to Spirit, Word, and power. The Father bedified God in him,
through the power of his divine essence, with alvers, works, and mira-
cles. He has also shown and certified his true mitmaAs the Lord says
in John 14 [10): "Philip, do you not believe thar in the Father and the
Father is in me? If not, why do you not believe thoe sake of the works
that | do?" Thus, the Father is certified in then&s true God and the Son
in the Father, one God, manner, nature, and dessence, all in the Son
of Man. Brought forth from the seed and line of e was shown to
be, in his weakness, a natural, earthly, true rHanwvas born of the race of
man, but without the seed of man or sin. He was bbMary, the spotless
virgin in flesh and blood, in the manner of the lamrace; he grew and
was brought up by earthly creatures as a trulyhBarhan. His physical
life was sustained by eating and drinking and leel & natural death. Like
those who also died a natural death, or who willdye, he rose again from
among the dead through the nature of God, Spid, \&ord, which is the
resurrection and the life (as he said to Marthag. whs taken up into
heaven and seated himself at the right hand ohééenly Father. We
wait for his return and for our resurrection frone tdead according to the
flesh, to be received through him. Forgivenessranission of sins come
alone through the Lord Jesus Christ. That, brigBythe testimony con-
cerning the true divinity and true humanity of GhriThe divinity is testi-
fied to and known through power, and the humartitpugh weakness in
death, for death does not come from heaven. | wntéhis matter because
many Antichrists have now appeared who deny bathdikinity and hu-
manity of Christ.

Dirk Philips. The Knowledge of Jesus Christ ca. 1595

The doctrine of Jesus Christ is the word of thevaely Father (Jn. 7:16;
3:11; 8:28; 12:49; 14:10, 24). The teaching of$lom and the testimony of
the Holy Spirit is superior to all the teachingstioé prophets, and it con-
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tains all that serves and promotes godliness. Idortiee will of the heav-
enly Father be found and confessed anywhere sdyckesin the words of
Jesus Christ, by whom the Father has in thesedmgt spoken, made
known his will, and fully expressed it (Heb. 1:B)ence all that is contrary
and not conformable to the words of Christ, is God's word or will: for
no other foundation can be laid, than that is laillich is Jesus Christ (1
Cor. 3:11).

Hence no doctrine has any status that does notdmazenwith the teach-
ing of Christ and his apostles. Man does not liyeother words which
proceed from the will of man, but alone by the veoof God (Mt. 4:4),
which have been made known to us by Jesus Chrish@napostles. Here
is the bread of heaven; here is the water of life.

Menno Simons, "Triune God," ca 1550

Dear brethren in the Lord, we believe and cantéat this same eter-
nal, wise, almighty, holy, true, living, and incorepensible Word, Christ
Jesus, which was in the beginning with God and Wwhvas God, incom-
prehensible—born of the incomprehensible Fathdgrbeevery creature—
did in the fullness of time become, according t® timchangeable purpose
and faithful promise of the Father, a true, visilskeffering, hungry, thirsty,
and mortal man in Mary, the pure virgin, througk thperation and over-
shadowing of the Holy Spirit, and so was born af. Mée confess that he
was like unto us in all things, sin excepted; thatgrew up as do other
men; that at the appointed time he was baptized eamtdred upon his
preaching task, and office of grace and love whwels enjoined upon him
from the Father, and which he obediently fulfilléte erased the handwrit-
ing, that is, the law, which was against us; angldtdast, through the eter-
nal Spirit of his heavenly Father, offered himgalthis human flesh, na-
ture, and weakness, in which he sighed, wept, aaged unto the Father,
and sweat water and blood, and thus purified oarteef dead works that
we should serve the true and living God. All whdidbe on him and
through him received grace, mercy, forgivenessimg,sand eternal life,
and that by means of his crimson blood which heimdws great love sac-
rificed and shed on the cross for us poor sinnersprding to the good
pleasure of the Father. And so he has become dyramd eternal High
Priest, Atoner, Mercy Seat, Mediator, and Advoeetd God his Father.
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How Does The World See You Sister ?

From a booklet:
“Personal Appearance in Light of God’s Word” wnittey Lloyd Hartzler.

It says some years ago when the Mennonite churshmaae uniform in
practice a man of the street gave the followingirtesny after observing
modestly dressed Christian ladies in Portland, Gmeg

From time to time upon the street | see a welcogt,s
Her dress is decent and discreet, she is a Memnonit

Not vain is her concern, nor folly her desire,
Sobriety we can discern in her and her attire.

Her conduct is so very odd as though she had a soul
As though she thought there is a God and heavernaragoal.

So when | see the painted cheek, scarlet lips,scmelaws,
And then | see one mild and meek the contrast madeegause.

Apparently she doesn't need as on her way she goes,
Combustion of the filthy weed from either mouthnoise.

She is so odd, so very queer, a most peculiar one,
The way she is makes her appear not like the conroman

And yet it seems she can survive, both sensiblegand,
And will much longer stay alive and certainly sihewsld.

Anonymous.
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%}3 Just FFor Mothers
b

May God bless all the Mothers
That give of themselves
And tend to their household needs
Before the needs of ‘self’

For they are there with comfort
For each child’s broken heart
Bringing them to God in prayer
With His love to impart.
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