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From The Editor's Desk.

These past weeks the Lord has again impressed upon my heart the need
for each of us to take our place in proclaiming the message of salvation
and especially in this country of Australia where multitudes have not the
knowledge of the Gospel and those who do have it and profess it in the
main do not live it but preach another Gospel as mentioned by Brother
Paul in Galatians 1:8-9.

On meditating on Psalm 67 which starts with “God be merciful unto us,
and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; and seeking some inspi-
ration from the commentaries this Psalm was seen as a prayer to God by
the Christian “That thy way (God’s way) may be known upon earth.” v.2

God deals mercifully with us his saints, and then we make that way
known far and wide, and thus the Lord's name is made famous in the earth
where ignorance of God is the great enemy of mankind but if we
show/proclaim “Thy (God’s) saving health among all nations,” or, His
salvation we are doing what He has called us to.

This salvation message all peoples need, but many of them do not know
it, desire it, or seek it; our prayer and labour should be continually that the
knowledge of salvation may become as universal as the light of the sun. We
need to thank God with all our heart for His grace and mercy toward us
while we were yet sinners. Once we have come to know God's way and ex-
perienced His salvation our thankfulness and joy should be such that we
desire others to be saved also and have that peace and rest that only the
indwelling presence of God’s Holy Spirit can bring to any person.

Each of us can be a witness unto those around us by our life, our words,
and our actions. Even though we may not have a Scriptural brotherhood at
this time the Lord will bless us if we remain faithful remembering it is He
that gives the increase.

Let us all be like Paul and Apollos, they planted and watered but did not
consider themselves anything and why? Because it was God who gave the
increase as He does yet today. 1 Cor.3:6. For that to happen I believe we
must remain faithful to the labour that He has given us in His vineyard.

Let us therefore continue to encourage and lift each other up in the tasks
to which He has appointed each one of us no matter how insignificant or
unrewarding it may seem at this time. God sees the overall plan and He
has chosen us to be a part of that.

Let us continue to pray for each other and serve Him so that we may hear
His voice say to us on that final Day: Well done thou good and faithful ser-

vant enter into the joy of thy Lord. JvL.
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WHY HONOR MOTHERS?
To honor our fathers and mothers is one of thke Tommandments

Exodus 20:12. A thousand years later the apostié &led the additional
comment that it "is the first commandment with presd' The Apostle
then said what that promise was, "That it may b# wih thee, and thou
mayest live long on the earth." Ephesians 6:2-3hdwor mothers is more
than just merely a nice thing to do.

The question posed by the title could be ansiveremptly, "Because
God commanded us to do so." But why did He do so@ @es not com-
mand anything that is optional or inconsequeniidle fact that He has
commanded children to honor their mothers tellthas motherhood has a
great importance that must not be overlooked.

Most, if not every, culture and society regdrdit mothers with respect.
There is a certain natural law that mandates #nfyrced by the obvious
fact that all people owe their lives to a mothersatiety that would not re-
spect mothers could not continue for long. If natigaches all men that it
is befitting to give due respect to mothers, Claims will reverence their
mothers with an added dimension. To discredit ntbihed, which some
elements in the world are doing today, is an afftonGod and invites dis-
aster.

In their folly, men claim that humans evolvedpwmillions of years from
lower forms of life, but they will never explainglpowerful emotional and
spiritual feelings a mother has for her child. Tdesotional and spiritual
ties are part of God's signature upon motherhodigr Aix thousand years
of human existence, those feelings remain indeltbigted upon mothers,
for the welfare of mankind.

Some might argue that this natural bond betwaeemther and her off-
spring is observed in the animal kingdom as natumstinct. But only a
human mother experiences the inescapable wondabiogt her child's af-
ter-life. That is more than instinct.

Altruism (unselfishness, regard for the welfafeothers without consid-
eration of reciprocation) is universally respectai commended. A per-
son cannot be justly accused of having an ultemotive in any given
proposition when he or she has no thought of whey will get in return.
There is perhaps no better example of this thanftlad in true mothers.
However, it must be said that there are motheraytagho are bearing
children for selfish reasons. They are approprigthat which the Creator
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designed for godly purposes to the advancemertenf €go or even for fi-
nancial considerations.

Let us, then, confine our thinking here to godligthers, those whom are
dedicated to God's plan and purpose of motherhotichbithy 2:15.

Sincere Christian mothers-to-be view the prospébearing children as
being in the context of God's will. The strong matuwlesire to have chil-
dren is elevated to a nobler plane by heartfeltvimbion that it is God's
will that Christian wives bear children. 1Timothyl8. They are conscious
that God is to be honored by their offspring. Whaich God-con-
sciousness prevails, purely selfish consideratavesexcluded. Such an at-
titude in Christian wives (and husbands) pleased. ®odeserves com-
mendation and encouragement.

To suffer pain and agony unselfishly for theesak another’s life is al-
ways considered praiseworthy. A mother descendsaivialley of pain and
distress in order to bring forth a new life. In ense, she jeopardizes her
life in giving birth to her child. Children, of cose, do not understand
these things until they are older. But as they goteer and their minds
mature, eventually coming to this time in life theatves, they begin to un-
derstand what it meant to bring them to life. Thate, paid unselfishly,
dictates that children respect and honor their Brsth

There is no image of a mother more touching thlaone prevailing in
prayer for her children. Likely there is a "halatrhas never been told" in
regards to many mothers' earnest, even agonizirigrcession at the
throne of grace for their offspring. Who knows howany children's beds
have been marked with the indent of Mother's elbawd moistened by
her tears? An unknown poet's words give us theipact

... l went my way unheeding,
Careless of the life | led,
Until one day | noticed
Prints of elbows on my bed.
Then | knew that she had been there,
Praying for her wayward boy,
Who for love of worldly pleasure
Would her peace of mind destroy.
While | wrestled with my conscience,
Mother wrestled still in prayer,
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Till that little room seemed hallowed
Because so oft she met Him there.
With her God she held her fortress,
And though not a word was said,
My stubborn heart was broken
By those imprints on my bed.

Children who break the heart of their Christraather by disobedience
and turning their back on their mother's faith igndhe cost of their
mother's travail to give them life. God says itlwibt go well with those
children.

True mothers, of course, will be quick to lam#rdir failures and short-
comings, and they will minimize the sacrifices thewe made. That again
shows a spirit that is worthy of note. Mothers wdre bearing the heat of
the day with a growing family should take couragalizing that God uses
weak vessels. It is likely that deep within thehildren's hearts there is a
deep appreciation for them, although it should loeemneadily expressed.

Words alone do not fulfill the commandment toboone's mother. The
real essence of this matter is found in childremgj respectable and re-
sponsible lives. Perhaps the best honor a motimerezzive is when she is
told, "I met your son (or daughter) the other ddg.was so courteous and
respectful.” She is honored when her older childrenconsecrated broth-
ers and sisters filling their place in the kingddrhen she is able to believe
that all her sacrifice and effort have not beenam.

The generations of mothers who are now reatieg thildren are piv-
otal in the preservation of the faith that we hplécious. Their children
must catch the vision of the genuine faith and fozadf the Church is to
hold the line against the pressures of worldlinBksone is more naturally
qualified and better positioned than mothers tachiothe hearts of their
children. Mothers, perhaps more than anyone etseinstill in the oncom-
ing generation conviction and willingness to béwa tross for the sake of
the truth. To meet that challenge, mothers willcheehave a heartfelt bur-
den for the welfare of Zion.

Together we say, God bless and reward our motfugrall they have
done. A reprint by courtesy “The Messenger of Truth” 2003
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MINISTER'S CORNER .
An [ aster Meditation.

“Behold the | _amb of (God”

Part 2. Concluding a message by Nevin S. Weaver.
In the last issue Brother Nevin finished with theseds and then continues with a call to
us to be a non-resistant people and further se¢kan@ne who is The Lamb of God.

He was as the lamb is “before her shearersnsbgdso he openeth not his
mouth” (Isaiah 53:7). He willingly gave HimselNo man took His life
from Him.

Jesus also calls us, His followers, to be defesselé¢le commands us in
Matthew 5:39, “resist not evil.” He calls us tsalbe defenceless. We
read many accounts ihhe Martyr’s Mirror and in Church history of the
defenceless Christians. Why were they defenceld$s®% were following
the Lamb of God. They were following the pattdrattJesus established.

) Who was this Lamb?John said, “Behold the Lamb of God.” Ih)
Revelation 13:8 it speaks “of the Lamb slain frame foundation of the
world.” Who was this Lamb? He was the one who was pexhmsany
years ago to Eve in the Garden of Eden when maredinin Genesis 3:15
we read of the Lord God coming into the Garderhandool of day and He
called to Adam and said, “Where art thou” (Gen&s8&? Adam said, “I
was afraid . . . and | hid myself” (Genesis 3:1Then God said, “What is
this that thou hast done (Genesis 3:13)? Thencutiged the enemy, the
serpent, “Upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dustitstihou eat all the days
of thy life” (Genesis 3:14).

Then verse 15, “And | will put enmity between treeel the woman, and
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruisenéad, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.” God was prophesying here of @he would make an
atonement for man’s sin, One who would bruise grpent. We will look
at that a little bit later. Who was this Lamb? Was the one promised
from the very beginning of time that would bruibe head of the serpent.

2) Who was this Lamb? He was the one through whoihtlel families
of the earth [would] be blessed” (Genesis 12:3; 28. In Genesis 12:3
God told Abram “I will bless them that bless thesmd curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of ¢heth be blessed.” Psalm
72:17 says “His name shall endure for ever: hisenahall be continued as
long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in Himagons shall call him
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blessed.” Who is in focus in these two verses?s #peaking very pro-
phetically of Jesus. God told Abram through, “dged will all the fami-
lies of the earth be blessed” (Genesis 28:14yvalt the prophecy concern-
ing the one, the Lamb of God that would come soaeyet in the future.

3) Who was this Lamb? He was the one of whom thehptsprophe-
sied would come We have many prophecies concerning Jesus. They
wrote in great detail by the inspiration of God ceming His birth, where
He would be born, His work, what He would accontplidis death, how it
would happen, His resurrection and ascension. Méthose prophesies
scattered throughout the Old Testament especialthe book of Psalms.
We have many prophecies of this one who would coMeo was this
Lamb? He was the fulfilment of all those prophscién Jesus’ coming to
earth as a babe, and various times throughoutitdiste have Jesus say-
ing, in my own words, “This was done that it midpa fulfilled which was
spoken by the prophets.”

4) Who was this Lamb of God? He was the one the @dtaiment sacri-
fices pointed forward to.The rivers of shed animal blood could not atone
for man’s sin. They only covered man’s sin uniié tperfect sacrifice
could be offered. Hebrews 10:4-7 reads, “For ihas possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sii#. Wherefore when he
cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and rixff thou wouldest not,
but a body hast thou prepared me: (6) In burntrioifis and sacrifices for
sin thou hast had no pleasure. (7) Then said,l|kcome (in the volume
of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, God.” Again, speaking of
Christ.

The Old Testament sacrifices and animal blood @olyered man’s sin.
It did not do away with it because God requiredgmrblood. Animal sac-
rifices were perfect in one sense but not in thg Weat met God's re-
qguirement for sin.

5) Who was this Lamb? He was the co-Creator of heareh earth.
Notice what it says in John 1:1-3, “In the begigmvas the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. (2) S&me was in the be-
ginning with God. (3) All things were made by hiemd without him was
not any thing made that was made.” The co-Creafttheaven and earth.
He had perfect knowledge of the tendency of mas,dreation. Yet man
did not perceive who he was. | would like to netitow John 1:10, 11,
“He was in the world, and the world was made by,land the world knew
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him not. (11) He came unto his own, and his ovaeireed him not.” The
co-Creator of heaven and earth was come down th.edbod revealed
part of Himself to mankind.

6) Who was this Lamb? He was the source of all kiféh [physically and
spiritually. Through Him is the only way to eternal life. \Whbn earth
He had the power to bring dead men to life bec&iesevas the source of
life. He was with God when God “breathed into [s&nostrils the breath
of life; and man became a living soul” (Genesig 21Avas speaking of the
beginning of physical life. In 1 John 5:12 Johriteg, “He that hath the
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of Gaith not life.” This is
speaking of spiritual life.

John 1:12 says, “But as many as received him,égmtbave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that beliavei®name.” In the
beginning of time, Jesus, the Lamb of God was with Father and
breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life. e \Wave physical life.
Then, here Jesus came to earth as the Lamb ofd3mavide spiritual life
— the fulfilment of God’s plan.

7) Who was this Lamb of God? Verse 14, He was “thedWo . made
flesh.” He was God revealing Himself in a new way throdghus Christ.
One time, in John 14:8 one of Jesus’ disciples gaidim, “shew us the
Father.” Jesus answered, “he that hath seen rheskah the Father” (John
14:9). He was the Word made flesh. Colossians, Irdferring to Jesus
says, “Who is the image of the invisible God, thstlborn of every crea-
ture.” Who was this Lamb? He was Word of God nidelsh. He was the
image of the invisible God. Jesus said “he th#t kaen me hath seen the
Father.”

Jesus, as part of the Godhead, demonstrated taonaa of the divine at-
tributes such as love, mercy, and holiness thatackerized the eternal Fa-
ther. Jesus’ personality and His character caddseribed by paraphras-
ing part of 1 Corinthians 13. Jesus is patiend, leind. He is just and not
boastful. He is not arrogant or rude. When Jesasshere on earth He did
not insist on His own way but allowed even His emsneven sinners, to
have their way with Him. He was not irritable esentful. He did not re-
joice at wrong, but rejoiced in the right. Jesaears with all the imperfec-
tions of His disciples. He believes in His saintsmatter how weak they
are. He always hopes for their perseverance asdoie for them endures
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through all their days. “Charity suffereth longdais kind” (1 Corinthians
13:4), and patient and so forth. Jesus’ charas@escribed

8) Who was this Lamb of God? He was “the only begoen of God”
(John 3:18). He was the greatest gift that God ever gave toknd. Ga-
latians 4:4 says, “When the fulness of the time s@®e, God sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made under the law."wkke the only begot-
ten Son of God. God'’s timing is always perfecte Itad been preparing
man to receive this gift. The Old Testament Lawesded man’s helpless-
ness to help himself. He needed something or snenbeyond himself to
meet the needs of his soul.

[I1) I would like to look at the mission of the Lami¥hy did He come?
His birth, in Luke 2, was announced to the shepherdhey said, “For
unto you is born this day in the city of David av®ar, which is Christ the
Lord” (Luke 2:11).

1) What is His mission? Why did He come? He canieeta Saviour
Saviour means “to be a deliverer.” What was Healeétver from? He
came to deliver man from the bondage of sin. @i lblighted the human
race ever since Adam and Eve yielded to the ségparhptation in the
garden of Eden. The sinful nature has passed alpamen.

Man is doomed to die because the verdict of sieesth. Ezekiel 18:4
says, “the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Netitie finality — death. All
of us are doomed to die. Why did He come? Toidesalvation. Man is
helpless to help himself. He needs someone to thgagap between sinful
man and a holy God. Jesus does that for us today.

In Matthew’s Gospel, when the angel was speakingdseph about
Mary, the angel describes Jesus, “for he shall sévgeople from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). There is the reason why ldene. There is His
mission. It was not to save people in their sirt,fioom their sin. There is
a great vast difference between the two.

2) Further, what is the mission of the Lamb? The imissf the Lamb is
to make an atonement for siffhe sacrifice of His life and the shedding of
His perfect, sinless blood met the requirementa bbly God to remove
man’s sin. Matthew 20:28 says “Even as the Somah came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister, and to give lifis & ransom for many.”
There we have the purpose, the reason for His @pmin
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Jesus’ death opened the way for man to come itoséiny presence of
God. 1 Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also hath suttered for sins, the
just for the unjust, that he might bring us to Gbeing put to death in the
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” Why did Henwe? To die was the ul-
timate reason why Christ came. His atoning workeafemption was for
Old Testament saints as well as the New Testanaamit sAll men are re-
deemed by the precious blood of Jesus.

3) Why did He come? To bruise the head of the sergarttenesis 3:15
(we read that verse before) God promised one whadwdo this. Jesus
death on the cross dealt the serpent a death Hadohn 3:8 says, “He that
committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinhérom the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was manifested, thamigihit destroy the
works of the devil.” Not only did He bruise theaudeof the serpent but he
also crushed it. He rendered him powerless inghs of mankind. He
broke the grip of the serpent upon mankind. Jeanse to earth to make
an atonement for man so that man can be recoruslekito God.

4) Why did He come? He came to be a ligibhn 1:5 says, “And the
light shineth in darkness; and the darkness conepicdd it not.” Verse 9
says, “That was the true Light, which lighteth gveran that cometh into
the world.” Why did He come? He came to be atlighe came to give a
light to those who sit in the darkness of sin. Bire of man places man
outside fellowship with God. Matthew 4:16 says éTjeople which sat in
darkness saw great light; and to them which s#bénregion and shadow
of death light is sprung up.” Notice Jesus camertvide light to those
who sit in the bondage of darkness of sin. He ctongive hope to the
hopeless to those who accept His person and wddsus said in Luke
5:32, “I came not to call the righteous, but sirsnerrepentance.”

5) Why did He come? He came to ministérwould like to read Mat-
thew 20:28 again, “Even as the Son of man caméona ministered unto,
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom foany” To minister
means, “to be an attendant, to wait upon, to see see that throughout
Jesus’ earthly life. We see Him constantly givantife of service to man-
kind. He met the physical needs and the spiritegids of mankind as He
moved among men. Those who were open to Him aeddiim, and He
was able to work His work. However, for those whtused Him, He was
not able to.
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| would like to read Luke 7:22. This is the accowmen John sent his
disciples to ask Jesus, “Art thou he that shoulti&® Or look we for an-
other?” (Luke 7:20) “Then Jesus answering sai@ tim¢m, Go your way,
and tell John what things ye have seen and heaxd;that the blind see,
the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf thee dead are raised, to
the poor the gospel is preached.” Notice His mrsshere in a nutshell —
why He came. His purpose was to seek and to $etenhich was lost.
His message was “Repent: for the kingdom of heavathand” (Matthew
4:17).

Further it did not stop with repent. He showedhow to live. He left
“us an example” (1 Peter 2:21-23). how we shonigl | “For even here-
unto were ye called: because Christ also suffevedid, leaving us an ex-
ample, that ye should follow his steps: Who didsimg neither was guile
found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, myihot again; when he
suffered, he threatened not; but committed himselhim that judgeth
righteously.” Jesus came to give us an example wewghould live. We
can tell someone something. They may not undetstaumt if you show
them then there is no question. Jesus did thBiisrcoming to earth. He
showed us by example. He demonstrated by exanopleHe wants us to
live.

He showed us by example how we should serve othé¢esgave himself
constantly for the benefit of others. He was a moompassion. Many
times the Bible tells us that He had compassionndividuals when He
saw their suffering, He saw their illness, He wasved with compassion.
He was a man of selflessness, a man of mercy, aofrtamth whose words
could not be gainsaid.

Today, we are without excuse. We have His Wordhieg us and His
example showing us. “Behold the Lamb of God.” \Whdo we behold
Him? We behold Him as He moved among men. Finaleybehold Him
as He hung on the cross completing the plan of €hedlding His blood so
that we might be redeemed, so that we can havesérgss of sins and fi-
nally hope of eternal life beyond this life.

My desire is that those who stop to behold the LammGod may see be-
yond the physical man to the great plan of Godtarttie great cost of our
redemption. May we come away with a deeper apgtieai for our salva-
tion and a burden to reach out to others aroundMay others also may
learn to know this Lamb of God. May the Lord bless
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THE NEED OF CONVICTION.

The words conviction and convince parallel onetlago To be abso-
lutely convinced of a matter is conviction. Beimgptoughly convinced of
Scriptural principles (and relating that to evenydiaing) is the same as
saying that one has convictions on those matters.

Jesus said that when the Holy Spirit would comee[Viould] reprove the
world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgnieldhn 16:8. Where the
King James uses reprove, other versions say cosvifise Holy Spirit
"will convince the world of sin, and of righteousse and of judgment.”
Adam Clarke comments thus, "He will demonstrates¢honatters so
clearly as to leave no doubt in the minds of th@ke are simple of heart;
and so fully as to confound and shut the mouththade who are gainsay-
ers."

There is a great need today of being convincedmfd righteousness,
and of judgment. This is said in the personal sefiBe apostle Paul said,
in regards to issues of that day, "Let every mariublg persuaded in his
own mind." Romans 14:5. Peter wrote, "But the Gbdllograce, who hath
called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesusake you perfect, stab-
lish, strengthen, settle you." 1 Peter 5:10. Tin@avering stability that the
apostles speak of is aided by the Spirit teachimyguiding believers into
truth, resulting in convictions. John 16:3.

Winds of every persuasion and idea will toss onartd fro, Ephesians
4:14, unless he is anchored by firm convictionss$4s are drifting, drift-
ing toward the great abyss of hell. If one is jdsfting along, he is not
drifting toward heaven. To gain heaven's harbol mtjuire heartfelt con-
victions based on the principles of the Word—a pagjul set of the salils.

What is conviction, and what principles operateibelthe scenes in com-
ing to a state of being convinced?

God and Satan agree on one matter. That is thhtwedmot infringe on
the will of man; it is left free-standing. Satanshthe advantage of man's
fallen nature influencing the will, but God courstavith the grace in Christ
Jesus and the drawing of the Holy Spirit. Finalhgugh, every decision is
of man's free choice.

A sinner comes under the subtle impressions oHiblg Spirit, which, at
the first, is often not recognized as such. He grdicontented with his or
her life of sin. That burden grows until he feeésdannot go on without re-
lief. His sins rise up and accuse him constantig lae cries out to God in
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desperation. This condemnation is the work of thé/I$pirit.

At some point, he comes to the conclusion thatetieno other way but
to turn to Christ, the One who died for Him. He@vinced. Yes, there is
in fact another way; he knows he can go on inBut.in his heart, he is so
utterly convinced of his sin, his utter inability ¢orrect his life, and his ab-
solute need of Jesus' sacrifice that he doesnarsgether recourse. In his
mind, there is no option but to flee to Calvary,l@makes a decision to
turn to God. That is the power of conviction.

In all this persuasion, God has not violated thee@gpent with Satan to
not force man's will. This sinner must say yes twlGvhich he will do be-
cause he is completely convinced. Let us noticequéarly the work of the
Spirit, which so thoroughly convinces the sinnetthe sees no alternative.
Certainly, a sinner under conviction knows he agaat it all and continue
in his former way. However, the conviction is soag that that option is
no longer viable in his mind. He says, "I must gdCalvary." What mar-
velous grace!

If the Holy Spirit can so convince a sinner of siighteousness (in
Christ), and judgment, He likewise can fully perdi@dRom. 14:5) the new
believer of Scriptural principles that relate tolkiag in Christ Jesus, Co-
lossians 2:6. The behind-the-scenes working isstém@e as being con-
vinced of the need of salvation. God will not impasn the free moral
agency of any believer. But through the Holy Smand the Word, a com-
pelling reasoning takes place regarding Scriptpraiciples. The Holy
Ghost is guiding "into all truth.” There comes anpavhere, in all honesty,
one is so convinced of the truth that he can sew ibther way without
transgressing the Word of God and his conscienbat & conviction—
whatever the subject or issue may be.

Let it be noted that the doctrines of the Word thlee principles of the
faith, become superfluous if they do not translate practical everyday
living. If Jesus' teaching about not resisting theo take advantage of us
has no practical application in our walk of lifeg wdirectly say that Christ
was just beating the air with His words. The sam&ue of His teaching
that His kingdom is not of this world. John 18:86d that believers are not
to be "of the world" (John 17:14). We must alsdude the apostle John's
well-known warning about not loving the world oetthings of the world
1 John 2:15-17. Convictions bring about a visibid discernable applica-
tion of these truths.
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What are the ingredients of convictions for thecpical application of the
principles of the Word of God? Where is the foura&

The Sydney Harbour Bridge spanning the harbouryan8y, Australia, is
a magnificent structure. Like all other mighty ly&s, the beautiful struc-
ture is so engineered as to transfer the weigktestructure itself and all
the weight of the load placed upon it down to bekroA suspension
bridge cannot be hung in the air. Likewise, conweits relating to Chris-
tian living must be able to transfer the weightbfigation and duty back
to a Biblical doctrine or scriptural principle dfd faith. This is the founda-
tion.

Some have said that they have no conviction oraicerhatters of non-
conformity, for example. The question is, why asgeaf duty or obligation
to keep oneself unspotted from the highly esteethad)s of the world.
Luke 16:15, does not transfer right down to thedsalnshakeable Scrip-
tures already quoted? There is a possibility tha'sostructure of faith,
while trying to span the mighty gulf between Godl anan, is faulty (see
James 2:20-26).

For the Holy Spirit to foster convictions in onéeart, he or she must
have a love for the truth. The Apostle Paul spdkéhe dire consequences
of those who "received not the love of the truttgttthey might be saved.
And for this cause God shall send them strong deiushat they should
believe a lie." 2 Thessalonians 2:10-11. A lackcofviction foiling the
application of the faith may be due to unwillingsés bear the cross. Also,
Peter speaks of people who were willingly ignor@neter 3:5.

The voice of conscience is not necessarily corctbut it could well be
the beginning of conviction. When the conscienchictv relates to some-
thing heard or perceived, speaks, one is moralligated to stop, look,
and listen. He needs to come before the Lord amairi@ whether there is a
scriptural basis for his feeling. Here honestyequired; the Holy Ghost
will not force the issue. One must also be opethéolight of the brother-
hood, which is the wisdom of the just. Luke 1:17.

Blessed is the liberty one enjoys when, in his thead mind, the life he
or she lives is traced back to the foundation efWord. That is convic-
tion, redounding to God's honor and glory. As a rfanks in his heart
(convictions), so is he. Proverbs 23:7.
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The P urpose and Value of Church Djscjp]ine.

Edited from a message by David G. Burkholder

Last month’s issue explored the scriptural basistie purpose of Church discipline and
in this portion Brother David looks at the valueGifurch discipline to us individually and
collectively as a brotherhood of believers.

Part 2.
Some values now of church discipline.

Naturally the first value we might mention is evhpeople are salvaged
through the activities of church discipline.

But | think the most noble part of church digicip is not only in helping
the erring but in helping to keep the right on tiglt path. You know that
we recognise that as individuals we have the piatieoit losing the way in
being sidetracked but if we are respond to theeptminist measures that
God has built into the exercise of church disclthen the church can
continue right, but the value will ultimately lie whether church discipline
is appreciated and accepted or not.

You know if people don't like church discipliites not going to work. If
we would be a group of people who have a negaggpanse to church
discipline it would not work when it is exerciseddaconsequently we
would lose the benefits of it but | think, even beg, that the greater value
lies in the spiritual experience and the spirifoictices that a church dis-
cipline represents.

Now in our church discipline we spell out andriiy issues of what the
church expects but behind that it is always intenttebe a spiritual ex-
perience that we are expressing. The church diseid simply designed
to give a proper expression of a spiritual expegeand so if we would
just live by the letter of a particular disciplinecould be sound, it could
be just as straight as a gun barrel but just astyerbpcause without the
spiritual power, without the spiritual experience would only be fooling
ourselves about having church life.

And so the value of church discipline is founkden we truly experience
the freedom that it is intended to bring to usf@ous the value is found
when we experience its accomplishments.

You know we are not just talking about whentaagion is corrected by
church discipline and that people have really cledntpeir minds about a
situation. You know sometimes the church is foriwethke disciplinary ac-
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tion on various situations and then of course tl®@e limitation to which

people or individuals can determine whether a persally believes it in

his heart and has changed his mind or not, but Kboavs. The value of
church discipline will only truly be discovered whimdividuals have truly
changed their minds and have allowed it to come agreement with what
the discipline was intended to do.

Now thinking of how to achieve the purpose and eabéi church disci-
pline.

You know unless we experience it, it doesn'ttendtow good it is and so
| would like to share my burden on how it can bhieeed, how can we
now fulfil and experience what a church disciplisentended to do?

Well the first is that we must be committed math in the sense that we
are accepting the scriptures and it is our desireot add nor subtract to
the Word of God. But in the formulation and praetaf a church discipline
it is simply our desire to practice to truth, wevano other defence but
what the scriptures have to say. And so | would tik suggest that maybe,
maybe we could help ourselves as we would thinkugbadiscipline that
we think of it as a discipline of the Bible ratliban just as a discipline of
the church.

Now we certainly are not pretending that thecpecas that we have are
the only practices, but we certainly do need toebel that these practices
have their foundation in the scriptures and so mesanply applying prin-
ciples of the Word of God and so it is a disciplthat the scriptures have
set forth for us.

You know for us to experience the purpose ardevaf church disci-
pline means that we have a sound platform on wiwelare sincerely try-
ing to apply the Word of God.

The second step to finding and achieving thippse and value is that as
a brotherhood we must have a very serious condavataur own salva-
tion and the future of the church.

My impression is that if people are really ses@bout their relationship
with the Lord they are going to appreciate chundsiigline, they are going
to appreciate the fact that the church cares entmupghve set up guidelines
that will keep us on the straight and narrow wang ao we need to be con-
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cerned about our soul’s salvation enough that iheed help that we want
help and even though the help might hurt that veeséii more concerned
about our salvation than about whether it hurts not

You know sometimes, and certainly since the flagtchurch administra-
tors are human as is the congregation and it mvglitbe that the way it is
gone about might not be the best way and sometomegle in their sensi-
tivity about how church discipline is administerdftey become bitter
rather than better, but if a person cares more tatb&ir soul’s salvation
than he does about being hurt a little it is gamgnake a difference.

Now if you were in a burning building or in aryedangerous kind of
situation and someone would come along and maylkeein haste might
end up hurting your arm while they are helping yohat would you do?
Say: Let me go! No, you see the interest in beaged would be more ur-
gent then whether it hurts a little and you can §8gll what is the paral-
lel?

It is the sad truth that that there have beaplgewho have become em-
bittered because of the administration of churdgtigline and I'm not say-
ing here or pretending that administrators therehtae right to be hurtful
or rude, I'm not saying that at all, what I'm bewggfor is that when we
have the right kind of concern about our spiritwalfare we are not going
to be quite so sensitive about everything elsedogist right.

But for us to experience the purpose and valuédhefexercise of church
discipline it means that we are going to care natx@ut our own souls than
our feelings being hurt perhaps.

Often when discipline is administrated it sesslaok around and say:
“What about this person? It is not fair.” And itopably isn't, but is that
what ought to really matter, is that what oughtriatter? Or should our
soul’'s salvation be that important to us so thatoae appreciate church
discipline because of what its intent is? Bringugyback to a right rela-
tionship with God and our brethren.

Then also there is our concern for the future efdhurch.

We can concern ourselves so much in trying tcederything exactly
right that we are afraid of doing anything, andiadghat would have disas-
trous results.

-17 -
g So that My Name may be declared throughout alBarth. j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 7 NO 5 — MAY 2010 12

And so let's appreciate and be concerned ahowaivation, let's recog-
nise the value that a church group can provide revtieere is that common
concern about and for each other, that we candimdvay in it.

The third step in fulfilling the purpose and walof church discipline is
when the brotherhood lives up to the spirit ofdisxipline.

Now again we are coming back to the fact thatdwrch, her intent is to
appropriate spiritual truth to daily living. But wovhy should we be living
the spirit of the discipline?
| was told of a man from a local college who wasigrsed to write a thesis
and took on himself for some reason or anothewrite that thesis on the
plain churches and so he went around to variouschies and didn't tell
anybody what his intent was, but he would ask thjesstions like:

“Why do you do this and why do you do that?”

Well I'm told that some that some of the answergdtevere:

“Well if  don't do it I'll be excommunicated.”

That is all the reason he could get out of theifnl don't do it I'll get disci-
plined in some shape or form.”

But to live by the spirit of a discipline is ¥eant do it because it is right,
to do it because it is a right way.

Again | am making room for various applicatiomst certainly if the
church is applying something that is a right way ought to be doing it
because it is right, not because we must, and agargoing to make all
the difference to how we feel about it, it is gobegmake all the difference
to how successful it is because of we only do dalbse of consequences
we have only bought a little bit of time and cartgiare in a very danger-
ous situation.

And not only doing it because it is right but da&ng it because we make
it our personal conviction, and | say we should engkour personal con-
viction.

Sometimes people say:

“Well, if I had had personal conviction then I'd 6

| suspect sometimes that people when they sayatkataking pretty sure
that they don't get personal conviction. But | &eé that in a church life
that’s scriptural | believe that we ought to belstltat we have confidence
in the judgement of the brotherhood, that we aaglydo make something
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our personal conviction because it has been theicom of other spiritual
brethren.

And so again: If we are going to experiencevéieie of a church disci-
pline, then we must be ready to live within therispif that discipline, then
that also means that we must be willing and redadyccept the direction
and guidance of the brotherhood.

It certainly is our desire that as a brotherha@dwill grow and continue
on with an appreciation for church discipline tisaadministrated with bib-
lical principles, but most of all church disciplitieat lives in the true spirit
of the gospel and freedom in the Lord Jesus.

Power Challenged - Part 4.

Then said David to the Philistine, Thou comest ¢owith a sword, and
with a spear, and with a shield: but | come to tirethe name of the Lord
of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whonu thest defiedl Sam.
17:45).

The term power struggle brings to mind individustruggling for a posi-
tion of power or authority. Generally, these indivals are nearly equal in
power or there would not be a struggle.

In this lesson we are studying "power challeny&dtan's forces are de-
ceptive, but they cannot compare to the power af. @wod is all-powerful.
When Satan is checked by God's power, he resottes@nd deception.
Satan also tries to influence our choices. If ahvidlual chooses darkness
over light, he has then joined Satan's battle afjgbod. Satan uses these
individuals, through their own lustful pursuits, dballenge and intimidate
the followers of God. May we learn from this stutyw we may tap into
God's power to confound the enemy.

Acts 4:1-22.

And as they spake unto the people, the priests,tledaptain of the
temple, and the Sadducees, came upon tiBeing grieved that they
taught the people, and preached through Jesussserection from the
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dead.3And they laid hands on them, and put them in haitb uhe next
day: for it was now eventidéHowbeit many of them which heard the
word believed; and the number of the men was afbsithousand.

5And it came to pass on the morrow, that their gjl@nd elders, and
scribesfAnd Annas the high priest, and Caiaphas, and Jatch Alexan-
der, and as many as were of the kindred of the pigst, were gathered
together at JerusalemAnd when they had set them in the midst, they
asked, By what power, or by what name, have ye dois€8Then Peter,
filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, Ye mdeof the people, and
elders of IsraelIf we this day be examined of the good deed dontbdo
impotent man, by what means he is made whéRg it known unto you
all, and to all the people of Israel, that by tlaene of Jesus Christ of Naz-
areth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from dead, even by him
doth this man stand here before you whél€his is the stone which was
set at nought of you builders, which is become hbad of the corner.
12Neither is there salvation in any other: for thsraone other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.

13Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and Jotthperceived that
they were unlearned and ignorant men, they maxiebed they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jes#sid beholding the
man which was healed standing with them, they cealdnothing against
it. 1But when they had commanded them to go aside otheotouncil,
they conferred among themselvé&aying, What shall we do to these
men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath beee thy them is manifest
to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cardety it. 17But that it
spread no further among the people, let us strditlyaten them, that they
speak henceforth to no man in this naifdnd they called them, and
commanded them not to speak at all nor teach imémee of Jesug®But
Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whigtherright in the
sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto, atte ye2%For we
cannot but speak the things which we have seemead 2So when they
had further threatened them, they let them go,iritpdhothing how they
might punish them, because of the people: for ahrglorified God for
that which was done.

The clashing of powers between Satan and Chagin long ago in

heaven. Lucifer was cast down to the earth andrbedhe "prince of this
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world" (John 14:30). God's power was challengethenGarden of Eden,
and man, God's creation, fell. After that, Satademapted to draw all fol-
lowers of God to his side, and many followed hinmeQvonders if he ac-
tually believed he could secure God's kingdom asiin.

Then Christ appeared on the scene, and a tresusrhttle ensued be-
tween the two princes. Christ, through His suffgsimnd death and by the
power of His resurrection, bruised Satan's headv ldrist's work was
complete. Everything went as planned, without aonreiThe grave could
not contain Him. Death was defeated! The ransompaa

Jesus' disciples realized that in these trudlgstiemendous power, but
how could they explain it and offer it to needy ramty? They obediently
waited in Jerusalem for the infilling of power Jedwad promised. When
they were filled with the Holy Ghost they begartath the wonderful story
of Jesus' power over sin and death.

Now it all made sense—spiritual sense. The plissicould not contain
themselves! They must tell the news. They realibed each person who
heard was already being convicted by the Holy Swiithin his own heart.
And so, unwaveringly, the disciples told the news.

The forces of evil immediately challenged thp&ritual power. Now that
Christ was no longer on earth, Satan would cha#ldd$ followers to the
bitter end. Many people were willing to help Sataith his plan. Those
who loved darkness rather than light and choselease Barabbas, a vio-
lent man, and kill Christ who is love incarnate,ulebdo almost anything
to hide the darkness in their souls.

Those who were the rulers of the Jews, the tsriedders, and scribes,
tried to keep the truth hidden. These men, supppsedn of wisdom, at-
tempted to put to naught the clear evidence ofntir@culous power of
Christ. The desire to justify their evil deeds avieelmed their ability to
think clearly and to reason according to truth.

Peter and John, on the other hand, having aetepeir personal guilt
and having been forgiven, were overwhelmed by Glm¥s and mercy.
Having witnessed Christ's suffering, death, andmestion, they now had
power to speak when challenged and power to adogpisonment and
even death for the cause of Christ.

This study should cause us to take a broader efeoday's challenging
forces, to understand our personal and mutual needssto band together.
Christian life is not going to get any easier.
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We often hear the questions, "Why don't parseéswhat is going on and
make their children behave? Why can't they sayonihné youth more of-
ten?" Others watch the youth, wonder why they act speak as they do,
and question their spirituality. Some may watch mhieldle-aged people
with their busy lifestyles and become convincedwaetous spirit has cap-
tured them. Finally, to some, it may appear theldess do not have their
eyes open and are laying down on the job.

We do not need factions within the walls of dmeirch in these challeng-
ing times! We need one another as we fight priritipa and powers and
rulers of darkness. In life we are all affecteddirgumstances that touch
us, and sometimes we may feel that we are pawasmonumental chess
game. Each of us, however, has the power of ch¥ie.can decide on
which side we will be. When we have made the deci$o be on God's
side, His power is available to us. This decisitso aunites us with all
those who have chosen God's way, and we benefit ffee grace and
power of God in their lives. Has anyone been disappd in the power he
has felt when totally offered up to God?

The fields are ripe and ready for harvest. Wa&indering our power to
reach lost souls? We realize that to be preparethfs great harvest we
must yield our lives to God. Jesus is a perfectrgpta of humbly yielding
Himself, even to death. As the disciples yieldegirthives to Christ, it re-
sulted in a powerful testimony for the truth.

There is a spirit of man in every person thiahonestly listened to, can
discern if all is well and at rest (1 Cor. 2:11)at spirit detects if Christ
has been accepted within and is in control of omélsWhen this happens
the Holy Spirit gives grace to speak, not of onfebat of Christ, lifting
Him up for all to behold.

One of the greatest dangers in our day is tver@mment in which we
live, which is hostile to spirituality. Affluencend ease of life are probably
more prevalent than ever before. Satan, from tiggnbeng, has challenged
God. Proud, selfish natures have existed sincdathef man. Reasoning
and fear have always been tools of the evil forard, men who have given
themselves to darkness have been employed to pestte Christians.
Nevertheless, spirituality is challenged in our dgyan environment that
encourages, perhaps as never before, self-williatependence. It pro-
vides a greenhouse effect for lovers of pleasuneslavers of self. The
power of God is needed in our lives today.
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We need:

» Power to open our lives and have them cleansedpmire deeds and
spirits.

» Power to resist reasoning when ridiculed and weédare wrong.

» Power to control our thoughts when teeteringhenkrink of depression.

» Power to believe there is joy in the journey winenseem to be alone.

» Power to avoid self-pity when all seems to gongro

* Power to be humble in an honor-seeking world.

» Power to resist self in a world that offers easd excitement.

* Power to resist fear when nothing feels secutgigilife.

» Power to retain hope and purpose when our loved die.

» Power to carry the gospel to a lost and dyinglavor

» Power to stand against the evil forces even &itde

Throughout history, Satan has been allowed tsgoaeite and afflict
Christians, which in turn has kept them watching araying for the end
of the world. In this time of affluence and pleasjrwhat keeps us ready
for the end? What is the demonstration of the pavfehe resurrection in
the Christian's life today and why do so many Qianis fail to use and
show the power of Christ in their life today?

We have been delivered from the power of darkr{€®l.1:13) and we
are encouraged to live in the knowledge that Gath nat given us the
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and os@nd mind. 2 Tim.1:7
and God expects us to be His ambassadors, Hissepetives, His mes-

sengers to bring the Gospel to those whom knowtit n
Adapted from a series of 6 lessons by Gospel fdrisMoundridge Kansas.
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The Way.

Thou art the Way; to Thee alone
From sin and death we flee;
And he who would the Father see
Must seek Him, Lovd, by Thee.

Thou art the Truth; Thy word alone
True wisdom can impart;
Thou only canst inform the mind
And purify the heart.

Thou art the Life; the rending tomb
Proclaims Thy conquering army
Those who put their trust in Thee
No death nov hell shall harm.

Thou art the Way, the Truth, that Life;
Grant us that Way to know,

That Truth to keep, that Life to win,
From whom joys eternal flow.
Anonymous

C
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