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From The Editor's Desk.

In the past few months many times the Word ofl Gas spoken to us
about the need for holiness and sanctificationunliwes and how much
we need the direction of the Holy Spirit in allldé. The song “Come Gra-
cious Spirit Heavenly Dove” (No. 155 Church Hymnad)s time and again
impressed upon us the need for His presence aectidin in this area. We
cannot do it on our own. The song contains twoegkghich make a spe-
cial mention of this need:

Come gracious Spirit heavenly Dove,
With light and comfort from above,

Be Thou our guardian, Thou our guide,
Over every thought and step preside.

Lead us to holiness the road,
Which we must take to dwell with God,
Lead us to Christ the living way
Nor let us from His pastures stray.

As we ponder these words written by one SimaswBe during his life-
time in 1680-1732 we see that believers then astised their need for
holiness and the direction of the Holy Spirit.dtrio different today and it
may be even more urgent as the return of Christvén more imminent
then it was in the hymn writer’s time that we séekt highway to heaven,
the road of holiness that is promised to the peopléod. Isaiah 35 gives

us a beautiful description of God’s goodness armdipion for His people.
Isaiah 35:8-9 KJV.

Andan highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be callé@ way
of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shalfor those: the
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err therdisaiah......... No lion
shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall gahgpeon, it shall not be
found there; but the redeemed shall walk there:

It is our prayer that you may be encouragedawel that Highway with
the Holy Spirit as your guide so that you may seathe promise dfaiah
35:10.And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and camg&ion with
songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: the siotain joy and glad-
ness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. Bro. Joseph.
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MINISTER’'S CORNER

DISCERNING THE REALM OF DARKNESS
By Brother K.J.

Considering the Christian life, one ponders fibet that much of it is
warfare against Satan and his evil spirits. Itast pf the true Christian's
vision that through the power of the Holy Spirit ¢en, in a measure, per-
ceive and understand the tactics of these spisitthay attack us in our
walk of life. It is true that we are sometimes talkg surprise or unawares.
But one ponders whether it was a result of thedfthan, or is it, at times,
because of our affection being placed on self?

There are different aspects of the spirit woinlat are only understood by
the Holy Spirit. Therefore it is important that \e keen to Him and listen
to and learn His voice.

Satan's realm is the world. He is the princéthefpower of the aifEphe-
sians 2:2) Satan was cast out of heaven with one-third efatigels. He has
great wrath, and this hatred is also in the evilitspthat serve him. Jesus
once cast evil spirits out of a man and they weid ia herd of swine.
These spirits were called Legion, because they wengy(Mark 5:9). The
realization that there are many evil spirits becelearer as we are spiri-
tually minded.

Let us consider the realm, order, and tacticSathn. InEphesians 6:12,
we read, "For we wrestle not against flesh and dyldmt against princi-
palities, against powers, against the rulers ofdakness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places.” Tvesse divides Satan's
realm. One part we want to consider at this pa@nftprincipalities.” One
meaning of this word is "an order of angels, oritpi We want to identify
the division of evil spirits.

In earthly warfare, there are divisions in tmmed forces. Also, within
each division there are those who are especiallyed for certain impor-
tant tasks, geographical location, or special dpmrs.

Using this example, let us consider Satan's fotbesevil spirits.

There are lustful spirits: pride, worldliness, lust, fornication, adultery,
lasciviousness, selfishness, and covetousness.

There are foreign spirits: a lying spirit, spirit of untruth, deception, self-
righteousness, apostasy, and heresy. These speitgery subtle and work
undercover. They give experiences, but they dobmatr witness to the
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brotherhood.

There are malicious spirits: a spirit of criticalness, envy, jealousy, hate,
devouring spirit, offense, emulations (peer pressulespite, and a divi-
sive spirit. The purpose of these spirits is totrdgsour relationship with
mankind. They particularly focus on relationships the brotherhood.
Some of them focus on our families, husband and velfationship, or any
form of God-given authority. The ministry is patiarly targeted. The
spirits of this division are often camouflaged iguase of concern or emo-
tion. They always cause the individual to be rastland sensitive. When
Holy Spirit-led Christians come into the presentéhese spirits, they are
not comfortable.

There are accusing spirits:spirit of doubt, fear, a tormenting spirit, unbe-
lief, questioning, and distrust. These spirits Wsbur confidence in the
voice of the Holy Spirit.

There are resistant spirits: self-will, stubbornness, rebellious resistance,
and self-rightness.

As we lead our people, whether in our homesnathe congregations,
may we have a living experience that we can shateour people to help
them understand these voices. A humble heart,cergrprayer life, and a
trust in the sovereignty of God and His love ancedar His children are a
proper example for those who follow us.

There is one point that these spirits have mroon. They all protect self
or its interests. They differ in that some worksitence while others are
open and obnoxious.

These are only some of the many that could ha&tioreed. Much thought
and meditation could be given to consider the waglof each individual
spirit. May the Holy Spirit identify and name thairits as they tempt us. If
we are troubled, may we open up to our brethren.

Let us consider the working of spirits and asponsibility, by the grace
of God, to not give them entrancemes 1:14-1%eads, "But every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, emited. Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and, sivhen it is finished,
bringeth forth death.” When our self, or the fleishnot properly crucified
daily, we choose to place the affection upon ouesethat should be set
upon God. When we do not place our affection upanSavior, we grieve
Him, and He chooses to withdraw grace. Our earinltegbe dull to the
voice of the Holy Spirit, and we begin to listem &lf. Satan then sends a
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spirit that will focus our attention on a past hoirta circumstance or some
desire of the flesh. He may send one or more spgmitm different divi-
sions in his army, or they may be of the same one.

Now let us look particularly at how these spgirdtome. One brother
shared some thoughts that | feel fit here.

A spirit first tempts us. If we give ear, therbegins to influence us. This
will bring the Christian into a state of confusion entanglement. In this
state, the individual cannot properly understamdHbly Spirit's leading. If
at this point, we will humble ourselves, cry outGod, and repent of our
misplaced affection and of having listened to #ug spirit, there is deliv-
erance. At this point, there may not be so many/ fewits evident in our
lives.

If we do not repent, we begin to go down intetate where that spirit
controls us. In this state, we think, discern, &wd under the control of
this spirit and often feel justified in our feelm@nd deeds. At what point
we make a conscious decision to forsake our Sasidudding and His
atonement may vary in each individual, but whes ikidone, the Holy
Spirit leaves.

The final state of a spirit is possession. As ghoint, a spirit drives these
people and self gives consent to it, and one ngives it any other consid-
eration.

John wrote iri John 4:1-2"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the
spirits whether they are of God: because many faisphets are gone out
into the world. Hereby know ye the Spirit of Godieley spirit that confes-
seth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is ad.GAs these spirits are
sent to tempt we must confess that Jesus' walkeaElour example to fol-
low, both spiritually and materially. This will oy these spirits to the
light, and the will flee. Evil spirits will not wérin the light. We must be
open and honest with our life.

In conclusion, we should be thankful to God tlee gift of proving the
spirits. This gift is given to the church for thafety and purity of her
member, and the body. While it is often more eviderthe ministry, it is
also among the laity. May we be faithful as theyH®pirit gives us direc-
tion. Let us trust in our Captain, Jesus, and Hismmander, the Holy
Spirit. With them, we will win the fight.

—e @G
-5-
g Ever Present Truest Friend Ever Near Thine Aid €ad. j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 No.11-NOVEMBER 2009 12

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications.

R eligious loleration

Anabaptists deserve an honourable place in the history of imlgyfree-
dom, even though their espousal of it was stillb&eligious toleration, let
alone religious liberty, could not be toleratedhe sixteenth century. The
Reformers condemned it as an invitation to sodialos, and political rul-
ers rejected it because it would divide politicaydlties. When religious
liberty finally came it took its rise in seventeestentury England and
eighteenth-century France, and was transplanted tiere to the New
World. But Anabaptists were among the pioneers who first thought of it
and who gave words to their convictions by appeatim authorities in
church and state to grant liberty of faith.

The first appeal for religious liberty in thextgienth century came from
the eloquent pen of Balthasar Hubmaier. "The hefetvrote Hubmaier,
"is an invention of the devil" This means, nottthi@ere cannot be any
heretics, but that the word "heretic" conveyed irdiately the vision of a
flaming stake, invented and ignited by the leaaérhe church. "To burn
heretics," continued Hubmaier, "is to recognizei€hn appearance, but to
deny Him in reality . . .”

Killing people for their faith was seen to bedinect contrast to the spirit
of Christ.

An argument often encountered ama@mgbaptist pleas for religious lib-
erty was that faith, in order to be true faith, hade free. The moving let-
ter of Hans Muller to the clergy and Council of i¢tr pleads that they
would understand how faith is something that Gaggiwhich human be-
ings cannot really account for. Since God givewtmm He will, faith
cannot be forced by any human authority. Follow@igist, stated Kilian
Aurbacher, is a matter of free choice. It cannotdmpelled

A sophisticated defence of religious liberty wamde by Leopold
Scharnschlager in 1534. He drew to the attentioth@fProtestant leaders
in Strassburg their own claim to toleration frone tamperor, and that by
those rules they ought either to go back to beiath@ics or grant liberty
to Anabaptists. However, persuasive as that logic may be to trentieth-
century Western mind, it was unconvincing in theeenth century. For
the Strassburg Protestant leaders knew that oely wWere right and that

-6 -
g Holy Spirit Faithful Guide Ever Ne@he Christian’s Side j\\ﬁi




ﬂ(:ETHE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 No.11- NOVEMBER 20 09 12

both Catholics and Anabaptists were wrong. Heneg tiould demand tol-
eration on one side and persecute the other.
Menno Simons makes two important observatiohe. first is that when

rulers persecut@nabaptists they are actually persecuting Jesus Christ be-

cause the church is Christ's physical body. Theroththat Menno made
room for some regulation of belief in the case lodse whom he calls
"manifest deceivers”.

ThusAnabaptists anticipated a pluralistic society, not becausthfdbes
not matter and is not worth anyone's attention pbetisely because it is of
the highest importance and must be granted thé togéxpress itself.

Balthasar Hubmaier, "Concerning Heretics and Thosewho Burn Them,"
1524

So it follows that the slayers of heretics dre Wworst heretics all, in that
they, contrary to Christ's teaching and practiagdemn heretics to the
fire. By pulling up the harvest prematurely theystidey the wheat along
with the tares.... A Turk or a heretic cannot bespaded by us either with
the sword or with fire, but with patience and prayand so we should wait
patiently for the judgment of God....

Hans Miller to the Council of Zurich. 1530

Honoured dear sirs, | beg you in all friendlméisat you would have fa-
therly compassion on me as a father has compasesidns children......
So | beg you, you servants of God, that you willegme freedom for my
faith.

Kilian Aurbacher, 1534. (From a translation by H. S Bender)

It is never right to compel one in matters afffawhatever he may be-
lieve, be he Jew or Turk. Even if one does notebeliuprightly or wants to
believe so, i.e., if he does not have or want teehtae right understanding
of salvation, and does not trust God or submit tom,Hout trusts in the
creature and loves it, he shall bear his own gadtpne will stand for him
in the judgment .... And thus we conduct ourseb@sording to the exam-
ple of Christ and the apostles and proclaim thepgloaccording to the
grace that he has entrusted to us; we compel noButevhoever is will-
ing and ready, let him follow Him, as Luke showsAats. That this then
also is an open truth, that Christ's people are, fumforced, and uncom-
pelled people, who receive Christ with desire andilang heart, of this
the Scriptures testify.
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Leopold Scharnschlager, "Appeal for Toleration," 1534.

My dear Lords, | beg you to ask yourselves hiowgs are with each one
of you in the matter of faith. For | do not doubat each one of you, if he
love the truth, wishes to have free access to @btis own will; indeed,
to do God voluntary service, not under constrdbait, uncoerced. And if
you be urged to accept a faith of which you, anthemne of you severally,
cannot approve, you would never be able to acaegt &ith with a quiet
conscience and would always wish to be free imth#er. Therefore | sin-
cerely ask you consider and take to heart thantager stands thus with
me and those with me, and must so stand. Nor havany intention to
maintain ourselves and our faith with violence aniditary defence; but
with patience and suffering even to physical déatime power of God for
which we pray.

Menno Simons, "Christian Baptism," 1539.

Therefore | say, if you find in me or in my teagys which is the Word
of God, or among those who are taught by me or pycalleagues any
thievery, murder, perjury, sedition, rebellion,any other criminal act, as
were and are found among the corrupt sects—theisipaf of us.

Yet you should know and acknowledge, O dear nalblsstrious lords, ye
judges and officers of the law, that as often as taie, condemn, and put
to the sword such people, that you thrust yournmyi@al sword into the
blessed flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ, that yealothe bones of His holy
body, for they are flesh of His flesh and bone &f bbne Ephesians 5:30.

Menno Simons, "Foundation," 1539.

Therefore, we pray and admonish you; yes, waseluand request you,
to contrast our desire with your desire, our spiith your spirit, our doc-
trine with the doctrine of the learned, our condwih your conduct, our
poverty with your abundance, our disgrace and wagravith your selfish
ambition, our affliction and sorrow with your eamed luxurious life, our
patience with your tyranny, our cruel bonds anchsdfal death with your
merciless fury and fierce cruelty (I speak of theltg), and if then you
should discover that your doctrine, faith, life, @tion, and conduct are in
harmony with the Spirit, Word, and life of the Lorand are better than
ours, then instruct us with a fatherly spirit. Wesle so fervently to fear
and obey; for the truth we desire to obey untoldeat
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But if you cannot reprove us with Scripture, aaknowledge our doc-
trine and conduct to be best, then it would beheash, yes, ungodly and
tyrannical, would it not, to crowd us out of lifewto death, from heaven
into hell, with the sword and violence! This youllvinave to acknowledge
and confess. But so much decency | fear will nosbewn us wretched
children: to weigh the matter in the balance of Hay Word, and to
measure it with the standard of Christ.

Dirk Philips, "The Church of God," 1562.

True Christians must here be persecuted fos#ke of truth and right-
eousness, but they persecute no one on accouris daith. For Christ
sends his disciples as sheep among the wolvesthew 10:16) However,
the sheep does not devour the wolf, but the welfdireep. Those who per-
secute others on account of their faith can neveenb@ counted as a
church of the Lord. In the first place, God, theenly Father, has com-
mitted all judgment to Jesus Chr{sbhn. 5:22)to be a Judge of the souls
and consciences of men, and rule in His church with scepter of His
Word forever. Second, it is the office or worktleé Holy Spirit to reprove
the world of the sin of unbeliéfohn 16:8)Now, it is evident that the Holy
Spirit did not administer this reproof through tapostles and all pious
witnesses of the truth by violence or with the matesword, but by God's
Word and power. Third, the Lord Jesus Christ gagechurch the power
and established the rule to separate from her,daand shun the false
brethren, disorderly and disobedient, contentiowtsteeretical people, yea,
all in the church who are found wicked, as hasaalyebeen saiRomans
16:16; 1 Corinthians 5:10; 1 Thessalonians 5-.1tisT3:19).What is done over
and above this is not Christian, evangelical, nmostolic. Fourth, the par-
able of the Lord in the gospel proves clearly tahat he does not permit
his servants to pull up the weeds so that therebyheat be not pulled up
also. They are to let the wheat and the weeds ¢ogether in the world
until the Lord shall command his reapers, thahis,angels, to gather the
wheat into his barn and throw the weeds into tre(ffilatthew 24:29-31).

From this it is evident that no church may edsgralominion over the
consciences of men with the carnal sword, or sgekidience to force un-
believers to believe, nor to kill the false progheith sword and fire. With
the Word of God she must judge and expel thoséenchurch who are
found wicked. What is done over and above thiisChristian, nor evan-
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gelical, nor apostolic. And if some one venturesssert that the govern-
ment has not received the sword in véitbomans 13:1)and that God
through Moses commanded that the false prophemib® deathDeuter-
onomy 13:5),I will briefly give this answer: the higher powkas received
the sword or authority from God, not to judge thétle spiritual matters
(for these things must be judged by the spiritaal spiritually,(1 Corin-
thians 2:13) but to maintain a proper policy and keep the peaueng its
subjects, to protect the good and punish the &all's command to Moses
to put the false prophets to death is a commanthefOld, and not the
New Testament. By contrast we have received anagtiramand from God
that we are to take heed of false prophets, thaamgenot to give ear to
them, that we are to shun a heretic, and therebhabthem to the judg-
ment of GodMatthew 7:15, John 10:5 Titus 3:10)

Heinrich Bullinger, Anabaptist Origins, 1561.

One cannot and should not use force to compgbranto accept the
faith, for faith is a free gift of God.... It is wng to compel anyone by force
or coercion to embrace the faith, or to put to kleatyone for the sake of
his erring faith. It is an error that in the chuenhy sword other than that of
the divine Word should be used.... The seculardong should be sepa-
rated from the church, and no secular ruler shexktcise authority in the
church.... The Lord has commanded simply to préfaetgospel, and not to
compel anyone by force to accept it.... It is thakwvof the great Judge to
separate the tares from the good seed. This willdree by Christ at the
last day only. For when in the parable of the tame®ng the wheat the
servants came to their master saying, "Wilt that the go and gather in
the tares?" his reply was, "Nay, lest while yoluhgatup the tares, you root
up also the wheat with them. Let both grow togetlrgil the harvest; then
| will tell the reapers to gather together the samed bind them in bundles
to be burned." And since the field is the world #mel tares are the children
of the wicked one, or of the evil doctrine, and tloed has clearly ordered,
"Let both grow together," therefore the governm&mbuld not undertake
to destroy the tares by punishment and deathul.gdzes definite instruc-
tion regarding the attitude which the church shaakke toward a heretic,
and says "A man that is an heretic after the firel second admonition,
exclude." So Paul instructs the church to exclutieratic(Titus 3:10),not
to torture, maltreat, or kill him.... The true cbiarof Christ has the charac-
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teristic that it suffers or endures persecutiondmngs not inflict persecution
upon any one.... To put to death an erring manrbefi®@ has repented
means to destroy his soul. Therefore one shouldkiidbim but wait for
his conversion, lest both body and soul be destro@déten a man who is
in fatal error forsakes it and turns to the truth.

My God, | feel it is heaven to please Thee, anbetavhat Thou wouldst
have me be. O that | were holy as Thou art holye @ms Christ is pure,
perfect as Thy Spirit is perfect! From Puritan Prayers

5anctf)[fcat/bn and f—/o//ncss.

“Be ye holy for | am the Lord your God, | am holy.”

So saith the Scripture and it is a requirement ofl @nder both the Old
and New Covenant:

Leviticus 20:7:“Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy:lIfam the
Lord your God.” And 1 Peter 1:15-16:But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversatid] Because it is writ-
ten, Be ye holy; for | am holy.”

A dictionary definition ofholy gave the following points:

Sacred: relating to, belonging to a divine beirgin8y: devoted to the ser-
vice of God. Pure: morally and spiritually perfestd of a devoutly reli-
gious character. Consecrated: dedicated or set fmpaeligious purposes.
Awe-inspiring: of a unique character, evoking revae.

As one ponders on those definitions the questimesihow can we as hu-
man beings with all our faults and failings and oatural carnal nature
meet those standards? In our own strength we casohe of the things
listed, we can devote ourselves to the serviceanf, @/e can set ourselves
apart for religious purposes and even our charaeterbe unique but then
what about the other things listed? The being perfgorally and spiritu-
ally and evoking reverence and all that which igolaed in being these
things and continuing on in them on a daily ba§iafd we do that?
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The Scripture expression of holy as God is holy mset be free from
ALL defilement and sin, to be absolutely pure asigd@ all things. 1 John
1:5 says: “This then is the message which we havedhefahim, and de-
clare unto you, that God is light, and in him is agerkness at all.” The
word light here in the Greek gives the meaning of fire lighother words
a light that burns everything away. God is likengdo a refiner’s fire in
Malachi 3:2“But who may abide the day of his coming? and vghall
stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiriges and like fullers’
sope.”

To gain an understanding of this requirementholiness look first at
God’s directions in the Old Testament which weraynand varied and to
our minds quite complicated and then looking at Neev Testament we
can truly begin to appreciate the sacrifice of €hat Calvary in doing
away with those requirements of the keeping ofldaeand ordinances be-
fore we could approach God.

When we look at the Old Testament we see angoyous system of pu-
rification or washing, the division of the taberlemto the outer court, the
holy place, the altar of incense and table of sheath and then the Holy of
Holies with the Ark of the Covenant. The divisiohtle people into, dare
we say ordinary Israelites and then the Levitees® and the High Priest
all of whom were permitted different degrees ofrapphing in nearness to
God in the Holy of Holies under strictly definedncitions with penalties
attached if those conditions were not met. Thers tha need for a blood
sacrifice as a necessary step in approaching God.

We see God’s direction to MosesHrodus 3:5where God said, “Draw
not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy fe®or the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground.” Why was the groualy’h Because God’s
presence was there. We have the same instructidostwa injoshua 5:15
and for the same reason.

As we read further in the Old Testament we al@ of the various pun-
ishments that God visited upon the Israelites beead their lack of rever-
ence for His Holiness. All these were intended dach, emphasize and
burn into the hearts and minds of God’s peopleftindamental truth that
God is Holy, unapproachably holy one may say withaoper prepara-
tion.
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We see from the Scripture, and it is highlighitedhe Old Testament re-
quirements, that the holiness of God is fundamentalis nature, it is un-
alterable and indisputable, it is a truth taughthie Scripture both in the
Old and the New Testaments and yet we are askaegihcommanded, by
God Himself to be Holy as | (God) am holy. One cobalmost despair in
ever meeting such standards were it not for thidlfaént of the promise
that One would come to deliver us from the bondaféhe law. (saiah
61:1, Galatians 3:19).

God's holiness is unblemished, it is pure eveyobd our understanding,
His holiness separates us as sinners from God -aama the Old Testa-
ment we need atonement to be offered before wecoare into His pres-
ence. To approach God whilst in an unrepentarg stat manifest itself in
rejection by God as both Old and New Testamentalemeso many places.
Yes, God will accept us when we repent of our siilstwe are in this life
but the Book of Revelation especially reveals wheghpens to those who
have not repented of their sin when they standénfinal judgment after
death.

But all praise to God for His holiness and Hed for us(John 3:16-17}0
make available salvation to whomsoever calls onmémae of His Son Je-
sus Christ(John 10:9, Acts 2:21).

We need to remember to draw nigh unto God withast reverence and
holy fear. Even the seraphims (angels) in God’'sgmee showed their ut-
most reverencesaiah 6:2-3.The pure light of God’s holiness reveals the
blackness of our sin and yet His holiness will sage He calls us to be
holy with and for Him. How wonderful and beyond enstanding is God’s
love for us who offend Him daily. That is the wonéad miracle of God’s
holiness and love for us.

The question now arises: How can we as sinfetares become holy
and sanctified?

We understand the wortbly as a state of being and the process of be-
coming that is called sanctification, it means @hgoing process of setting
apart ourselves daily for God and His purposes.ediide Old Covenant
that process of sanctification was accomplishedutjin God’s prescribed
ritual cleansings, animal sacrifices, offeringsgobds and the observance
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of many rules. We do not have the space to lisbfatbod’s requirements
for worship and living in the Old Testament butlemgse can be had in
the reading ofxodus 19, 1 Chronicles 15 and 2 Chronicles 29.

These were all actions that the people had toy caut to attain some
form of sanctification before approaching a holydGo

Under the New Covenant established by JesussiChribrews 9:11-1p
we are sanctified through the sacrifice of Jesugs€bn Calvary and not
our own works although the process of staying sieattdoes require ef-
fort on our part. Christ is our mediator, He sdies us and separates us
from sin and unto God, it is His own work that sapart “whomsoever”
calls on Him, for Himself.

Christ not only sanctifies every one whom calfsHis name and there
are many scriptures that speak to this in the corke“whomsoever” but
further He also sanctifies the Church, the bodyelfevers as is pointed
out in Ephesians 5:26-20f which Matthew Henry makes this observation:
“The love of Christ to the church is an examplejollhis sincere, pure, and
constant, notwithstanding her failures. Christ ghiaself for the church,
that he might sanctify it in this world, and glgriit in the next, that he
might bestow on all his members a principle of iedis, and deliver them
from the guilt, the pollution, and the dominionsaf, by those influences
of the Holy Spirit, of which baptismal water wasthutward sign. The
church and believers will not be without spot oinkie till they come to
glory. But those only who are sanctified now, shallglorified hereafter.”

By His sacrifice Christ sets the believers drma €hurch which they con-
stitute apart for Himself — Christ’s sacrifice patslistinction, a barrier be-
tween the Church and the world which is Satan’saaror kingdom. Just
as the blood of the Passover lamb put a differémet@een Israel and the
Egyptians(Exodus 11:7 & 12:12-13%0 His blood has put a difference be-
tween us and the world if we are prepared to pahithe doorpost of our
hearts as the Israelites put it on the doorposhef dwellings in Egypt.
We are sanctified or set apart as His Church becaiulis bloodHebrews
10:9-10) He has by offering of Himself and doing the witlGod set apart
those that will believe on Him. The cross standsvben the world and the
believer as a symbol not only of His sacrifice &wl’'s love but also as a
reminder of the call to holiness. Be ye holy fanh holy saith the Lord.
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As individuals we are sanctified through in ke tHoly Spirit. It is the
work of the Holy Spirit to separate us unto God.
2 Thessalonians 2:13

“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God you, brethren be-
loved of the Lord, because God hath from the beggohosen you to sal-
vation through sanctification of the Spirit andibebf the truth:”
1 Peter 1:2

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God father, through sanc-
tification of the Spirit, unto obedience and splimg of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.”

We would like to clarify at this point that we dot subscribe to the idea
that these verses indicate that God chose sonmsalaation and others for
damnation. There are numerous references in batla@ New Testament
where God offers people a choice to follow Him todaved, rather these
verses indicate we believe that God knew beforectbation or at least at
the creation whom would choose to elect to follownHThe OIld Testa-
ment shows that God chose Israel as His peoplet lato shows many
times that they were given a choice to follow Himfollow their own
ways — that is not pre-destination. Similarly ire tNew Testament one
only needs to follow the trail of the expressiorhttimsoever” in relation to
choosing the way of salvation to understand thatdastination is not be-
ing suggested there either.

In the Old Testament the tabernacle, altar amesfpwere set apart for
service to God by anointing with oil, a type or dba of the Holy Spirit.
Leviticus 8:10-12

“And Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed thkernacle and all
thatwastherein, and sanctified thedAnd he sprinkled thereof upon the
altar seven times, and anointed the altar andisiWéssels, both the laver
and his foot, to sanctify ther®And he poured of the anointing oil upon
Aaron's head, and anointed him, to sanctify him.”

In the New Testament the believer who is both tadee(2 Corinthians
5:1, 4)and priest1 Peter 2:5, 9is set apart for God by the anointing of the
holy spirit, it is also the Holy Spirit working whiin our hearts that over-
comes the flesh and its defilements and separaté©m sin and clothes
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us with the divine graces of character and makef# trs be God's home.
(Galatians 5:16-23).

Under the Old Testament blood sacrifices cleankedpeople of guilt
from offences under the law and set them apart G - under the New
Testament the blood sacrifice of Christ cleansefam sin and guilt and
thereof( 1 John 1:7-9).

We are also sanctifies or set apart unto God thrdbg truth, the word
of God. The Word cleanses us from the presencmpfsalm 119:95epa-
rates us from it and sets us apart unto God. Jdsuself said: “Now ye
are clean through the word which | have spoken yatn” John 15:3.

As we bring our lives into daily contact with theovd of God the sins
and imperfections of our lives and hearts will bewsn to us and we can
put them away so that we become more and moreateddrom the world
unto God, out of Satan's kingdom and into God'gidkim and heavenly
embrace.

Colossians 1:12-13

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath mademeet to be par-
takers of the inheritance of the saints in lighB8][Who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath translatedtoshe kingdom of his
dear Son.”

This is separation from sin and separation unto &wtlit is provided for
us in Christ Jesus by appropriating Christ, takiign into our lives, we
obtain the sanctification that He has provided tigio His blood and His
word and | believe that the more we appreciate S€lamd His word then
the more we will want to be sanctified and grovwHimliness.

Sanctification or being separated unto God or gngwin Holiness is
something that we must pursue or seek earnest ifire to obtain it in
the fullest measure. Whilst sanctification is Gaask we have our part to
play. God has given us free choice, He forces ngtbn us but offers it as
a free gift and we need only to reach out and #tarjourney with Him.

The scriptures tell us how we should set out bengrsanctified and set
apart unto God.

2 Corinthians 6:17-18
“Wherefore come out from among them, and beegmarate, saith the
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and | vatteive you, [18] And will
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be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons anghders, saith the Lord
Almighty.”
Colossians 1:21-23

“And you, that were sometime alienated and eegrnm your mind by
wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled [22] Ir thody of his flesh
through death, to present you holy and unblameatdeunreproveable in
his sight: [23] If ye continue in the faith groundand settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which weeheeard, and which
was preached to every creature which is under im€ave

Sanctification or setting a part of progressive #mete should be an in-

crease in love fellow pilgrims, an increase or armbng in a godly walk
and in policing God, a continuous groaning in thecg and knowledge of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, are being toamsdd unto the image of
our lord Jesus Christ and glory unto glory and dack at him and his
word should make us more like him, are growing o iChrist in all
things until such time as we are fully grown urtte tneasure in stature of
the fullness of Christ which is perfection in heave
1 Thessalonians 3:12-13

“And the Lord make you to increase and abountbve one toward
another, and toward all men, even as we do towaud [{£3] To the end he
may stablish your hearts unblameable in holinegsr&&>0d, even our Fa-
ther, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ witlhia saints.”
1 Thessalonians 5:23

“And the very God of peace sanctify you whobyid | pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blassalato the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 John 3:2-3

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and thamt yet appear what
we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appearshall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is. [3] And every maat tfath this hope in him
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.”

We need to seek sanctification we need to seekaw @ Holiness, we
need to continue to separate ourselves from thé&weoto God and we are
reminded inHebrews 12:1%0f how this is to be done: “Follow peace with
all men, and holiness, without which no man shed! the Lord.”
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Do you seek a godly inheritance for yourself, fouy family; do you
want to be joint heirs with God's son Jesus ChiY&s8, it is possible the
Scripture tells us iRomans 8:1-17.

“There istherefore now no condemnation to them which ax€hrist Je-
sus, who walk not after the flesh, but after theiSpgFor the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me fresrfithe law of sin and
death3For what the law could not do, in that it was wéalough the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the likenessrdtisflesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesthat the righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, bafter the Spirit>For they
that are after the flesh do mind the things offlégh; but they that are af-
ter the Spirit the things of the SpitiEor to be carnally minded death;
but to be spiritually minders life and peaceBecause the carnal mingl
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the laf God, neither indeed
can be8So then they that are in the flesh cannot pleask Baot ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be thia Spirit of God dwell in
you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Chris,is none of his?And
if Christbein you, the bodys dead because of sin; but the Spgiife be-
cause of righteousnesdBut if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from
the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Chrigihftbe dead shall also
qguicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dw#ilin you.

12Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to thehflto live after the
flesh.13For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: buye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shakl14For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of Géebr ye have not re-
ceived the spirit of bondage again to fear; buhgee received the Spirit of
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Fathéir.he Spirit itself beareth witness
with our spirit, that we are the children of Gé@And if children, then
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chrigtsd be that we suffer with
him, that we may be also glorified together.”

This passage speaks of receiving the spirit of aolopvhereby we can
call Him Abba, Father, what a wonderful statemés fs and to receive
what God has for us. It means a daily living, dyddevotion to Him alone,
a daily immersion in the Word of God and frequeelidwship with like-
minded believers. It means dedication, commitmarzealous attitude or
desired to be separated unto God in all things.
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Let God's word be our final and permanent remireddrow God looks

at us in this area of Holiness and separation:
Acts 20:32

“And now, brethren, | commend you to God, aodhe word of his
grace, which is able to build you up, and to giee an inheritance among
all them which are sanctified.”
1 Thessalonians 5:23

“And the very God of peace sanctify you whobyd | pray God your
whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blassalato the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Brother Joseph.

Seasoned Speech (Part 6)

Brother Matthew S. Garman.

Apples of Gold

A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in picas of silver'(Proverbs
25:11).

The visiting preacher was eloquent and preaehsalverful sermon. But
to two people in his audience, it soon became alsvtbat he was preach-
ing only part of the truth. They waited quietly iitihe worship service was
over, invited him into their home, and with caréfuthosen words, ex-
plained to him the missing truths.

This account, found incts 18:24-28illustrates well the effect of "a
word fitly spoken.” To be fitly spoken, the righbwds must be spoken at
the right time, in the right place, for the rigleason, and in the right man-
ner. By askingVhat, When, Where, WandHow about the words Aquila
and Priscilla spoke, we gain a clear picture of hleauty of fitly spoken
words.

What?Aquila and Priscilla expounded the "way of GodAyollos. For
a word to be fitly spoken, it must be based on &adchanging truth. We
may have our opinions, ideas, and viewpoints, bartds of value always
point to eternal truth.

When? Aquila and Priscilla understood the urgency ofyfispoken
words. "When they had heard" tells us they wastedime. The iron was
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hot, so they struck. For words to be effectiveythrmist be spoken when
needed. Too often we procrastinate thinking a bejgortunity to speak
will come. Let us not put off till tomorrow the wdbsomeone needs today.

Where?While the need was urgent, Aquila and Priscillate¢ato speak
until "they took him unto them." While a public cection may have bene-
fited other listeners, it also may have humiliaged alienated Apollos.
How much more effective it was to instruct Apolliosprivate and allow
him to publicly finish his message! Fitly spokenrd® are spoken at the
right time and at the right place.

Why?Words fitly spoken are spoken for the glory of Guoul the benefit
of others. Aquila and Priscilla had no desire foblc recognition for their
words. When our words are spoken for God, commanigh they may
seem, God can polish them to shine like beautifiden apples.

How? Aquila and Priscilla explained the way of God "m@erfectly” to
Apollos. This carries the idea of "exactness." Tlsppke carefully and
plainly, yet tactfully enough that Apollos readdgcepted the truth. So of-
ten we speak right words in a wrong way. A humldendanor and a lov-
ing tone of voice may communicate more than thedadihemselves. May
our speech be "alway with grace, seasoned with' satothers find our
words palatable.

“Apples of gold in pictures of silver” not onfgast the eyes but also
please the taste buds and nourish the body. Maywvouis, likewise, be

beautiful, sweet, and edifying.
Reprinted by permission from The Eastern Menndrettimony. (end of series)

Passionately Seeking Jesus
Philippians 3:14

“l press toward the mark for the prize of the hagitling of God in Christ
Jesus.”

Passion is a powerful motivator. Its strengés lin the way it rules the
heart, pushing out other thoughts. Passion supesseold consideration
and calculation. The immediate need of the bodgpmit becomes para-
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mount. It pushes aside any thoughts of what pempdit think, and calls
for action. In these Scripture accounts passiompeshatself into a strong
effort to approach Jesus for healing. No searchbeigjin without a keen
realization of a need, so a good starting point meal} be a prayer for vi-
sion to see our needs.

Let us briefly look at two Bible accounts where fhassion or the desire to
seek Jesus for healing translated into action. Rdmeethat these accounts
are of people who had suffered much and for a i@y time, one could
imagine their desperation as year after year wgmnwith no relief in sight
for their affliction and then they met JESUS!

Mark 2:1-5

“And again he entered into Capernaum, aemedays; and it was
noised that he was in the hous&nd straightway many were gathered to-
gether, insomuch that there was no room to redéem,no, not so much
as about the door: and he preached the word ueta.#And they come
unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which wesne of four4And
when they could not come nigh unto him for the préisey uncovered the
roof where he was: and when they had brakesp, they let down the bed
wherein the sick of the palsy la¥wWhen Jesus saw their faith, he said unto
the sick of the palsyson, thy sins be forgiven thee.”

Mark 3:10

“For he had healed many; insomuch that they presped him for to
touch him, as many as had plagues.”

In this account the four friends who carried thésieal to Jesus are wor-
thy of mention. Their friend was sick, he had no/w@ help himself. Was
it his urgent unrelenting please that moved hisnfils or was it his hope-
less apathy that touched their hearts?

These men had heard of Jesus and the reports ofitheulous healings
wrought by His hands raised a tumultuous hope air thearts. Could He,
would He, help their sick friend? If the reportsrevérue He was a compas-
sionate man and helped all who came to Him. But bowd they get their
friend to Him?

Then came the news that Jesus was in Capernaurhoosg known to
them. Was this the answer to their prayers? Thegktyupicked up the bed
on which their friend lay and started for the hoashich they knew peo-
ple were gathering. But the crowd! They had notnted on the house be-
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ing already over filled with people. They could rggt close to Jesus.
However their fervent desire to help their friend dot allow them to be

dismayed. What might they do yet? Was there anatber? No, it was al-

ready jammed with people. The window? No, it wassmall to allow the

bed to pass through. The roof? May be! They coulcbuer a part of the
roof and lower their sick friend right to the fedtlesus.

With considerable effort but even more determimattbe four men
raised the sick man onto the roof, made an opeandylowered him to
where Jesus was teaching. Jesus saw the palsiedooked up and saw
his friends, expectant, waiting. Jesus commendeit faith and forgave
and healed their friend. What a wonderful sensevarking together with
God they must have had as they repaired the roof!

Mark 5:21-34

“And when Jesus was passed over again by ship thetwther side,
much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh tnetsea??And, be-
hold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagpgairus by name; and
when he saw him, he fell at his fee#And besought him greatly, saying,
My little daughter lieth at the point of deathpray thee,come and lay thy
hands on her, that she may be healed; and shelishat*And Jesuswent
with him; and much people followed him, and throthdpgm. 2°And a cer-
tain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve y&6And had suffered
many things of many physicians, and had spenthall she had, and was
nothing bettered, but rather grew wors&Vhen she had heard of Jesus,
came in the press behind, and touched his garféot. she said, If | may
touch but his clothes, | shall be whotéAnd straightway the fountain of
her blood was dried up; and she felter body that she was healed of that
plague.3°And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself thatwerthad gone
out of him, turned him about in the press, and,sditio touched my
clothes?3lAnd his disciples said unto him, Thou seest thetitode
thronging thee, and sayest thtuho touched me%And he looked round
about to see her that had done this thidBut the woman fearing and
trembling, knowing what was done in her, came afiddown before him,
and told him all the trutt?*And he said unto heDaughter, thy faith hath
made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole of ldgup.”
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In this passage the chronic disease of the wdmadned her on many a
qguest for healing to physician after physician. Sloelld hear of yet one
more doctor whom just might have the answer torthed. He held out
hope; she took the medicinal herbs or powders tinhave hope turned to
despair once more as the bitter aftertaste of théicme blended with and
magnified the bitterness of one more failure!

The sick woman’s admirable tenacity led her ad an but finally her
resources were gone. Even her hopes were nothingnless. Hearing of
Jesus the Healer, her passion to be well flameayap and she conceived
the plan. "He is not like the physicians. He prisss no medicine. If re-
ports are to be believed He heals with a touchcdiuld but touch Him!"
Passionate desire and faith somehow came togetlher iheart and she be-
lieved it could be a reality. Was she surprised rwhiehappened? Even
though she trembled when she was called into Jggesence her heart
must have been filled with a rising anthem of grais

It takes humility to admit a need. Denial is weratural; self does not
want to acknowledge insufficiency. Even in physisalkness our initial
reaction may be denial. In spiritual matters we b@yeven more reluctant
to face a problem. After all having a spiritual Iplem does not reflect well
on us. But we should not waste time in self-defeptiisavowal. Humbly
taking full responsibility for the condition of owpirit opens a door that
remains closed as long as we shift the blame aveay durselves.

Hearing a sermon, reading the Bible, or readisgirational articles may
cause us to become aware of a need. Although kigoabout the need is a
good start it must become a heart matter. As ctionicakes hold we no
longer try to excuse ourselves. We deeply conteimpbarr helplessness
and our need of Jesus’ healing touch.

Just as in the instances of physical needséasetliwo passages despera-
tion and total helplessness are often the birtlgplaicfaith. Without faith
there will be no passionate reaching out. Thathg ®atan puts forth great
efforts to distract people from their spiritual deeThe world is drowning
in distractions that are expressly designed to keepheart far removed
from serious thoughts. According to Satan’s plaopbe would never get
in soul trouble. The voice of conscience would dever still if he had his
way. Even Christians who have tuned out much of diaenour of the
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world may need to set aside as much as possiblevérgday distractions
so that full attention can be given to addressisgiatual need.
We read inMatthew 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until
now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence arelwolent take it by
force.” Adam Clark in his commentary on this passsgys: "He that will
take possession of the kingdom of righteousnesacepand spiritual joy
must be in earnest: all hell will oppose him inmvetep he takes; and if a
man be not absolutely determined to give up thieisgs and evil compan-
ions and have his soul saved at all hazards amdely expense he will
surely perish everlastingly. This requires a viblesrnestness."
The general softness, insulation and affluenceuoftines tend to keep us
from the "violent earnestness” of real passion.nEtreough we cannot
change the times we live in we can pray for theleddervency of spirit.
We need to recognise that the connectedness of'sodarld is a serious
threat to spiritual life. The mobile (cell) phonedae-mail culture seems to
favour shallow distracted thinking. Having commuatéd too much on a
superficial level people find it hard to go deeped think seriously. Text
and electronic messaging has an inherent lack aduentability that lures
people into saying things electronically that tmeight never say aloud to
someone's face. The needs of the soul will not &keifmve ignore the spir-
its gentle voice prompting us to turn away fromtrdistions and get pas-
sionate about seeking Jesus.
Points to ponder.
1. What are some things that may keep us from a pasteicearch for
Jesus and His Truth.
2. Are we capable of being passionate for Jesus asavaly in this
day of comfort and ease?
3. Are we willing to expand physical effort to reaalr gpiritual
goals?

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
E-mail: shimara2@bigpond.com

Web: www.anabaptistmennonites.org
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