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From The Editor's Desk.

Precious Word of God — Dedication and ConforminGtal’s Will -
Consecration - Meekness and Modesty

These are not phrases picked at random but areetldings of the arti-
cles in this edition, each portion can be usedpeddent of the other as
spiritual food but as with physical food is ben&ficdo our bodies in vari-
ety so these portions can be beneficial to ouitgplirlife when combined
one with the other.

We seek out the Precious Word of God and in itesmseekers will find
directions for life in Christ (Deut. 4:29, Luke 9): Once we find those di-
rections and accept that they apply to us then @&l no make a determi-
nation of our will to conform to God’s will for usven though some deci-
sions may go against our carnal nature and theamsrof others that are
not willing to conform to God'’s will.

By dedicating and conforming to God’s will we camdawill have that
life that is spoken of in the Scripture (John 20:831John 5:12) and that
means consecrating ourselves to Him. The word ‘®omagion” means to
dedicate to a specific purpose: to dedicate somgthbr somebody to a
specific purpose and for the disciples of Christtlese desiring to be
such, that means dedicating ourselves to His serties ways and direc-
tion alone. It is a single mindedness of purpos¢ éflows for no other in-
fluence in our life.

Then the last phrase, meekness and modesty, wilé goto operation as
we realise that it is not our own efforts or wothkat will lead us to salva-
tion and compliance with God’s will for our livesyen though it does re-
quire effort on our part there is no room for prideis the Holy Spirit
which dwells within and directs us (Acts 5:32, Ir®dl9, Romans 14:17).

It is our prayer that as you meditate upon thielas presented that the
words of Scripture may indeed be your experience.
Romans 15:13
Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye
may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.
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MINISTER'S CORNER ..

CONSECRATION

Serving the Lord requires consecration. Withstagdive evil inclination
of the flesh and shunning the world is only posstyy consecration. While
the New Testament does not speak directly abouitditer, it alludes to
the clear Old Testament types of Aaron and his'smrsecration and the
Nazarite vow (Leviticus 8; Numbers 6; Romans 6:4312:1; 1 Peter 2:9).
Consecration is not just observed in occasionadlents, but it is a prevail-
ing state of constancy in Christ Jesus. Inseparabia this is fidelity to
the doctrine of the Word and the church.

To consecrate is to dedicate irrevocably to a shprgpose or service.
Only God is the essence of that which is sacratisisense. Consecration
then is the voluntary and wholehearted yieldingué's entire self to God
and the way of salvation. When one is consecrétede is a resulting state
of grace that honors the holy name of Christ. Sihgecarefulness, fer-
vency, love, meekness and sobriety are a few nadr&snsecration.

In contrast to consecration are being uncommittéc&swarm, and casual.
Consecration is not an optional matter, as thoughamuld have a hope of
salvation while living a halfhearted Christian lifé is a falsehood to be-
lieve that one can "get by" with less, thinkingttbaing consecrated just
puts one in a holier class.

Consecration is like justification and sanctificati—it is inherent in be-
coming a child of God. When one is born again, fieat that time, both
justified and sanctified, even though he yet hashrgrowing and learning
ahead of him. He has been accepted of God in Clesis (justified), and
his heart and spirit are pure (sanctified). He loe & a fit subject for
heaven. In that same operation of grace througls i, such a one dedi-
cates himself irrevocably (in the simplicity of Hisart) to follow the Lord
until the end. He presents himself "a living sacef to the Lord (Rom.
12:1). It is inconceivable that one could hold reagons and stipulations
regarding the extent of his commitment and yetivectne new birth.

Often this divine working of consecration is nonsoiously thought of,
especially in younger converts. Consecration isanoéremony or rite that
is performed. It is as the apostle Paul wrote alfoeitrue circumcision: it
is "inwardly ... that of the heart, in the spi@ind not in the letter; whose
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praise is not of men, but of God" (Rom. 2:29). Bpé&it of the matter is
what matters.

Re-consecration is a word often heard among useSbctionaries do not
recognize it as a valid word because it presenterdradiction. When a
person consecrates himself, he dedicates himselfocably to God's ser-
vice. If the decision and commitment are of sudiima nature that there is
no going back, why would it need to be redone? t&@dynve understand
what we mean, but it is a telling point. It is imgpy to know that when
one has consecrated one’s life, that decision anthdtment need never
be made again. God's grace is sufficient to keepatinthe way home, de-
spite faults and failings. In that sense, one'snatedestiny is never in
guestion.

Consecration calls for the exercise of three eléseha Christian's will.
We say exercise, because they come into consideragain and again.
The will, cooperating with the grace of God, iswearuch a part of conse-
cration.

1] The first element is one's faith in God. In partar, reference is here
made to the proposition of surrendering all rigiatone's self determina-
tion. To the old man, it is unreasonable to givecoptrol of self to God
when one doesn't know what He might ask. Many idd&is' consecration
is deterred by doubts as to what God will ask ehthThe devil is quick to
suggest unreasonable and unrealistic scenariosfulime may seem dark
and foreboding. But faith in God, anchored in theray teaches one that
the Father is kind, loving, and understanding. Eisérg faith brought
Abraham his blessings, and Abraham's blessingdeawurs on the same
basis.

2] The second element and closely parallel is dne& in God. Trust in
the benevolent Lord assures one that God will ngier one a wrong turn.
Multitudes have trusted and tried Him and found this Word is true. He
will do what He has said. The Lord is never meantsgd. He will never
ask the impossible and then charge one with failth@ consecration,
trusting in His power and promises to make us webught to be needs
to be exercised.

3] The third element is love for God, or our filgte. Consecration is by
free choice, precipitated by our love for the LoBy. the operation of the
Spirit, "the love of God is shed abroad in our k&gRomans 5:5). Feeling
unworthy of His love for such undeserving creatuasswe are, "we love
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him because he first loved us" (1 John 4:19). Camemt and dedication
to One whom you know, One whom loves you, and Ohemwvyou love in
return, is not difficult. The true Christian seds love debt to God and
consecration as His just due.

The love aspect of consecration includes seekirghtghest welfare of
"the kingdom of God, and his righteousness" (Mattl&33). A conse-
crated Christian loves the doctrine of the Word] &e or she loves the
church of God. Because consecration loves the idecand the church, it
feels deeply about them. This is a true love, lmddrand stable, not radi-
cal or giving an impression of being superior.sithumble and meek, yet
uncompromising relating to dealing with the flesh.

Strife and confusion, backbiting and faultfindiragpd chafing at the guid-
ance of the church of God are evidences that thatlfel vale of consecra-
tion needs visiting. The urgent voice of the Spiegarding the inroads of
casualness and worldliness would be answered ksecaoation. Again, is it
optional? Hear what the apostle Peter says, "Brrthgive diligence to
make your calling and election sure: for if ye dede things, ye shall
never fall: For so an entrance shall be ministengd you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviourude€hrist" (2 Pe-
terl:10-11).

"Consider again, in the light of the various atitds of love, whether we
do love God with all our hearts, minds, and soals] our neighbors as
ourselves. The love of God closes its eyes to ngtht deals with every
situation in the light of all the attributes of bas they are in God." —

The Precious word of God.

Do we recognize all the benefits we receivenfithe treasure store of
the precious Word of God? Man has many questiomaitalife, about
where we came from, and why we are here. We ane Wwih a sense of
wonder about life and God which the intellect carexplain. As we delve
into the mysteries of the Word, profound truths @eealed to us by the
Hole Spirit. The Word provides a foundation, a loetron which to base
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our lives. Its precepts and promises give us arggdhat the wisdom of
man cannot give. Without the moral anchor of the &£ God, man be-
comes as variable as the wind and the changings&als a child finds a
secure atmosphere in a loving home, so can wesfiteite in the precious
Word of God.

Jeremiah 15:1@hy words were found, and | did eat them; and tloydv
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: Ifam called by thy
name, O Lord God of hosts

Psalm 119:11

Thy word have | hid in mine heart, that | might 8ot against thee.
Psalm 119:97-112

O how love | thy law! itis my meditation all the day. Thou through thy
commandments hast made me wiser than mine enefoidbeyare ever
with me. | have more understanding than all myhees: for thy testimo-
nies are my meditation. | understand more than the ancidmsause |
keep thy precepts. | have refrained my feet frorargwvil way, that |
might keep thy word. | have not departed from tiggments: for thou hast
taught me. How sweet are thy words unto my tagea! sweeter than
honey to my mouth! Through thy precepts | get usiderding: therefore |
hate every false way.

Thy wordis a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my pathavénsworn,
and | will performit, that | will keep thy righteous judgments. | am af-
flicted very much: quicken me, QokD, according unto thy word. Accept,
| beseech thee, the freewill offerings of my mou@hl.orD, and teach me
thy judgments. My souis continually in my hand: yet do | not forget thy
law. The wicked have laid a snare for me: yet é@&mot from thy precepts.
Thy testimonies have | taken as an heritage for: doe theyare the re-
joicing of my heart. | have inclined mine heartperform thy statutes al-
way, even unto the end.

Psalm 119:130

The entrance of thy words giveth light; it givethderstanding unto the

simple.
Psalm 119:165
Great peace have they which love thy law: and ngtshall offend them.

The Word of God is our defense against sin. Aereates our being it
is ever present when temptations come. If the Watnides in our heart it
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becomes a ready weapon whereby we may resistrut siclinations. Je-
sus said that man should not live by bread aloriebipievery word that
proceeds from the mouth of God (Matthew 1:4)

The Word is our love! It is the longing of our his&rTo it we turn in the
crucible of life. We find wisdom there in timesmdrplexity and we find
consolation in times of grief. We can find wisdorhem we are under du-
ress and do not know which way to go. We joy irpitsmises, and in these
promises we find strength for each day.

The Word is light! It is proof of the Father's lgube essence of His will
for man. Jesus is the light of the world shiningpmgvery man on earth
(John 1:9). His light reveals to us our need ohai&ur, it reveals to us the
Lamb of God, and makes clear to us the path in hvhie are to walk in
life. The Word is inseparable from .Jesus becaugeJesus, and in Him
we live and have our being.

Jesus said, "Blessed are they which do hungerlarsl after righteous-
ness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6). Hdlessed it is to hunger
for the bread of life, for this hunger is evideméesod's wonderful work in
our lives. A man can ever be hungering, ever bedfiland yet be hunger-
ing for more.

The light of the gospel reveals the truth of a eratid its fullest. It gives a
new perspective to the petty, insignificant issak$ife and alleviates the
offense and misunderstanding often caused by thegives us the eternal
view by which our carnal desires are reduced andenmaanageable. It is
the wisdom of the Word that helps us to see our bnwwmanness and
makes us longsuffering toward our fellowman.

The Word is the foundation upon which man buildsfaith. God speaks
to us through the medium of His Word, and the Hehost interprets to us
its meaning and application for our day. His wdl imankind is revealed
by His Word according to His intent and desirasithe foundation upon
which all doctrine is established.

Our world has a vast variety of beliefs and prasjand some allowance
must be made for differences of culture, homersgdtiand lifestyles. Too
often, however, man has attempted to dilute thedNdrGod or even set
aside its authority, making allowances for thetlesd vet justifying him-
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self. The Bible says, "Now there are ... differenoé administrations, but
the same Lord. And there are diversities of openati but it is the same
God which worketh all in all" (1Corinthians 12:4-@hese differences are
within the framework of the will of God. That whiek outside this frame-
work negates the Word of God.

The Word of God is unchangeable and is foreverbésteed in heaven.
Jesus said, "Heaven and earth shall pass awagowbords shall not pass

(Matthew 24:35). The apostle Paul wrote, "For wihaome did not be-
lieve? Shall their unbelief make the faith of Goihwut effect? God for-
bid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liagir(RRns 3:3-4). In the light
of the foregoing declarations, what is wrong whes do not believe the
Word of God? When people hear something and thayotibelieve it, are
they not in essence saying that they are beingawoldntruth? When God
speaks, and we disbelieve, are we not implying @@ is untrue? Verily,
God is true though every man be a liar.

Revelation 21:8 states that the unbelieving andiat shall have their
part in the lake of fire and brimstone. Many peotimk that hell is re-
served for only the vile sinners but the Word ofdGatainly states that "he
that believeth not is condemned already"” (John)3:18

How far does our faith in God take us? What eftizs the Word have in
our lives? It should affect our doctrine, our dailgcisions and practices,
and our view of the promises of God—in fact, evarga of life. Our faith
should affect the way we meet the challenges apdrtymities of each day
as well as our relationships with one another aitid @od.

The Word causes faith to come to life. Paul writ€&g then faith cometh
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romafsl7). Jesus
warned that the cares of this life and the dedeigss of riches could cause
the Word to become unfruitful (Matthew 13:22). Mea let the Word
enlighten us and bring wisdom to our way.

When we stand firm on the Word of God, the evil and all our adver-
saries cannot prevail against us. The glory ot is that it never needs
to be defended, for truth always prevails. Those ke the Word of God
do not justify themselves because the Word justifeem. When a man
feels he needs to defend his actions or faithshet grounded firmly on
the bedrock of the Word. This is not to say thatneeer declare our faith
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or speak about it, but that we simply share it withers and leave the rest
to God.

Those who have cleansed their lives to walk in &odhys are truly
blessed. They can rise to meet each new day wathkfblness and a song
in their hearts. They are free from deceit anawill; they are free from
causing offenses and speaking evil. They rejoidh wieir fellowman in
the blessings he receives and are a blessing $e tihhey meet on the path
of life.

The psalmist, seeing all the blessings that came fbeing permeated
with the Word of God, had great love and admirafionit. May we "re-
ceive with meekness the engrafted word, which s tbsave [our] souls”
(James 1:21). It shows the way to a blessed life.

Points to Ponder.

1. Does the acceptance of much sin in our socigige us to be lenient
toward sin in our lives?

2. Is it possible to find a sense of justificatimnspending much time
studying the Word?

3. How can we encourage more memorization of Soedt

4. Do we find it difficult to accept and believeetpromises found in the
Scriptures?

— @&
SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications.
The Oath

The Anabaptist refusal of the oath was based in the first placethe
words of Jesus which forbade any swearing at datTin itself, would
have been sufficient ground for refusal by maatbaptists. The argu-
ments of the Swiss Brethren beginning with the &dmkim Confession of
Menno Simons , and of the Hutterites were for tlustpart a rehearsal of
Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount.

However, these statements must also be considerdk icontext of the
Anabaptist attitude toward societal relationshigsey stressed truthfulness
as a prime prerequisite for the proper functionifigsociety, and argued
that the oath could too easily become the refughefie.

Again there are exceptions to this general positidnbmaier does not
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even discuss the matter, nor do the MunsteritestHemn it was evidently
not an important issue, or they accepted it withgueéstion as part of their
view of government and society.

Michael Sattler, "Schleitheim Confession," 1527.

VII. We have been united as follows concerning dla¢h. The oath is a
confirmation among those who are quarreling or mglpromises. In the
law it is commanded that it should be done onlthimname of God, truth-
fully and not falsely. Christ, who teaches the eetibn of the law, forbids
his [followers] all swearing, whether true nor [sialse; neither by heaven
nor by earth, neither by Jerusalem nor by our haad;that for the reason
which he goes on to give: "For you cannot make loaie white or black"
You see, thereby all swearing is forbidden. We oarperform what is
promised in swearing, for we are not able to chahgesmallest part of
ourselves.

Now there are some who do not believe the simptencandment of God
and who say, "But God swore by himself to Abrahbetause he was God
(as he promised him that he would do good to hichwaould be his God if
he kept his commandments). Why then should | nataswf | promise
something to someone?" The answer. hear what Smripgays: "God,
since he wished to prove over abundantly to theshdi his promise that
his will did not change, inserted an oath so thatwo immutable things
we might have a stronger consolation (for it is @sgible that God should
lie)." Notice the meaning of the passage: God hagpbwer to do what he
forbids you, for everything is possible to him. Gsalore an oath to Abra-
ham, Scripture says, in order to prove that himeelis immutable. That
means: no one can withstand and thwart his willsthe can keep his oath.
But we cannot, as Christ said above, hold or perfour oath, therefore we
should not swear.

Others say that swearing cannot be forbidden by i@dbe New Testa-
ment when it was commanded in the Old, but th&t forbidden only to
swear by heaven, earth, Jerusalem, and our heaveknhear the Scrip-
ture. He who swears by heaven, swears by God'sdheiad by him who
sits thereon. Observe: swearing by heaven is fddwd which is only
God's throne; how much more is it forbidden to swea God himself.
You blind fools, what is greater, the throne omie sits on it?

Others say, if it is then wrong to use God fortrdhen the apostles Peter
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and Paul also swore. Answer: Peter and Paul ostifyteo that which God

promised Abraham, whom we long after have receied.when one tes-
tifies, one testifies concerning that which is pras whether it be good or
evil. Thus Simeon spoke of Christ to Mary and festi "Behold: this one

is ordained for the falling and rising of many srdel and to be a sign
which will be spoken against."

Christ taught us similarly when he says: Your speshall be yea, yea;
and nay, nay; for what is more than that comeswdf ele says, your
speech or your word shall be yes and no, so thaneomight understand
that he had permitted it. Christ is simply yea aay, and all those who
seek him simply will understand his Word. Amen.

Conversation with one Hans Marquart. 1532,

| concede that one may call God to witness conogrmhat is past or
present, but one may not swear.... Further one pnasnise and pledge
faith concerning the past and the present, butmawecerning the. future.
That is because nothing is in our power but evéngtidepends on the will
of God. Christ says in Matthew 5:36 that we shawdtswear by our heads
since we cannot make a single hair white or bl&tv much more terri-
ble it is to swear by the name of God to do sometim the future which is
not in our power, since we are not certain offildieone minute.

Christ wanted a pure people who had put off allesmmness. That is why
he gave a clear commandment regarding the oathfalthéul were not to
swear at all but yes should be yes, and no, nos Biuvho were planted
into the body of the church through faith in Chrigbuld not swear as the
children of the world do. Rather they would confessl live the truth
without additions with a pure heart.

Peter Riedeman, 1542. Concerning Swearing.

Even as the law was an introduction to the gregtece and knowledge
of God, likewise also are the commandments. Far thason God, the
Lord, desired nothing else by swearing in the adenant than to direct
and bring men to his name; that they might learkrtow him aright, to
cleave to give him alone the honour. For God, whthe truth, by com-
manding his people Israel to swear by his namenméa teach them to
speak the truth and cleave to the same; thereteoeh® forbade them to
speak his name vainly or lightly—as though he woséy that they be
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careful in all that they say to be found servaritsuih, that is of God. For
this reason doth he also threaten not to hold hiitilgss who speaks his
name vainly and lightly, that is, who is carelebsw the truth. That it is
true, however, that through the command to swe#rdrold covenant God
has chosen in the new (since the will of God ifyftévealed) the speaking
of truth and walking therein, or the knowing of Gaxight and cleaving to
him, may be seen from David's words when he says 'man that swears
by God is praised; but the mouth of them that speakmust be stopped.”
Who, then, can say anything else than that heredsmg” means speaking
the truth and cleaving to the same?

But that by means of the command to swear" in thecovenant, we in
the new are to understand to know God aright aeavel to him, is shown
by the words, "Unto me every knee shall bow andmwy every tongue
shall swear saying: Surely in the Lord is my righteness and strength."
This word is thus treated and explained by Paulet{ knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall confess to God." Heieavident that swear-
ing in the old covenant means in the new knowingl @ad cleaving to
him alone. Thus, the law is now a guide to a béttewledge and hope;
by the which we draw nigh to God.

Now, since the light of divine grace has appearatiteeen revealed more
brightly in Christ, the servants of the new covdrag no longer upon us
the shade but the glory of the light of truth ia darity. Therefore Paul
says plainly, as one who has no veil before hig,faéut away lying and
speak every man truth with his neighbour; for ye members one of an-
other.”

If one should say, "But Israel was also commandespeak the truth, and
hate lies, so this is not the meaning.” We saig, itue that Israel was also
commanded to speak the truth, but since at tha somship had not been
distinguished from the state of bondage, and tlrét sp bondage cannot
attain the real truth, God desired to show thenmaans of swearing by
his name that there is no other truth, and thaivhe would walk in the
truth must enter through the name of God and kebksted therein. That
is what God desires to teach us by means of swearithe old covenant.

For this reason Christ says, "It was said to théwldy Thou shalt not for-
swear thyself, but | say unto you, Swear not atredither by heaven; for it
is God's throne: nor by the earth; for it is hist&tool: neither by Jerusa-
lem; for it is the city of the great King. Neithehalt thou swear by thy
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head, because thou canst not make one hair whitlack. But let your yea
be yea; and your nay be nay- for whatsoever is rii@e these cometh of
evil." The evil one, however is the devil, who werlkn men everything
whereby God is reviled.

Now it cannot be denied, for it is clear to all mémat God desires from
us Christians a true worship performed in spird smuth and more perfect
than the service of the old covenant. Thereforeareenot only not to for-
swear ourselves, but we are not to swear at atisCihereby teaches us to
give and ascribe honour to God alone, and to huminiselves before him,
as those who of themselves can do nothing; for are do nothing, not
even promise to do something of ourselves—Iet atwear to do it. Thus,
it is evident that on account of our weakness angrafitableness we
swear not, for we will not rob God of his honour.

Menno Simons, "Epistle to Micron," 1556

The oath serves no other purposes than to makeesgfy truly. Can the
truth not be told without oaths? Do all testifythe truth even when under
oath? To the first question you must say yes, arttid last no. Is the oath
the truth itself to which one testifies, or does thuth depend upon the
man who takes the oath? Why does not the magisth@&tyaccept the tes-
timony confirmed by yea and nay as commanded of @sttad of that
confirmed by that which is forbidden? For it camish those who are
found false in their yea and nay as well as thase swear falsely.

Menno Simons "Distressed Christians," 1552

We are aware that the magistracy claims and sajsith are allowed to
swear when justice is on our side. We reply with\tfiord of the Lord very
simply. To swear truly was allowed to the Jews urtthe Law; but the
gospel forbids this to Christians. Since Christdoet allow us to swear,
and since the magistracy, notwithstanding, proceedsrding to their pol-
icy, although contrary to Scripture, and since $loeiptures may not be set
aside by man, what shall the conscientious Chndtia? If he swears, he
falls into the hand of the Lord. If he swears ra, will have to bear the
disfavor and punishment of the magistracy.

This is our position and understanding in regarthte matter. Inasmuch
as the Lord has forbidden us to swear at all (wstded in temporal mat-
ters) neither sincerely nor falsely, as was said;l@as commanded that our
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yea shall be yea and our nay, nay; and since Paulames also testify to
this, and since we know that no man nor commandmientan may take
the place of God and his commandment, therefdeetiitat we in temporal
matters dare not affirm the truth in more than geaay as the case may
be. For thus the Word of the Lord teaches us.

We say, in temporal matters, and for this reas@taBse Christ some-
times in his teachings makes use of the word venly because Paul called
upon the Lord as a witness of his soul. For thimesthink that swearing is
allowable; not observing that Christ and Paul dad do this in regard to
temporal matters as in matters of flesh and blaoth@ney or property but
in affirmation of the eternal truth to the praideGnd and to the salvation
and edification of their brethren.

AFTER-DEATH LOVE.

Why is it that when we look at someone lying cotdl difeless in a cas-
ket, our memory of that person's life changes? iBhespecially true if it is
a brother or sister of like precious faith. Any lfatand weakness we may
have seen (or imagined we saw) while that persos among the living
recedes into the background. We think and speaktadhe good points in
his life, some kindness he did for us or what ftefdr others. After death
is definitely not a time to discuss the shortcorsing his life. We forgive
in our hearts any wrong we feel he did to us oerthWe may wish he had
cleared some things while there was time. We tnalge that he is a sinner
saved by grace (as we all must be) and that hebwilvith the Lord in
eternity.

Why could we not extend those good thoughts angiifeness and hope
while he was still among the living? Why could wat extend our Chris-
tian love to him before his death? Why was it seyet@ speak about his
faults while he was still with us? Would it not emice the love and peace
in the church if we had more of an after-death Ifwreall brothers and sis-
ters of like precious faith in this life?

We probably never portray one another as nearlljiéas, as obituaries
read. A question posed in a Sunday school class ‘Skbsv would we
write our own obituary?" A few people who had antgral illness and
knew that their departure from this life was neawveén written their own
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obituary. Only the date was left to be filled intbye family. But most of us

do not have this opportunity. An obituary is a pulsiotice of someone's
death. In your mind, what would you desire to hageorded in your

obituary? For me, the statement, "We believe he ngagdy to meet the

Lord,” would be the best testimony there is. Anleststatements are as
nothing if we had this lively hope in our heartdlahose around us be-
lieved it with us while we were still here in life.

In the mainstream of society, obituaries often aont long list of ac-
complishments and good things the deceased perdon kife. Often little
or nothing is said about a hope of eternal salmato"little memorial” of a
Christian’s life is certainly fitting after his déabut moderation is in order.
Sometimes the deceased had requested that hisndeachievements
would not be the focus of his funeral service. Rgtkhey desired that sal-
vation would be preached to those who are leftrzkhihis includes those
who have not yet accepted the call to repentandesalvation, as well as
those who have known the peace of God and theviemgss of sins but
have fallen along the way.

If it is questionable whether the deceased wasyreatheet the Lord, we
sincerely hope that the Lord will be merciful tarhor her. When | was a
boy, there was a suicide in the Mennonite commuanitgre | was born. At
the funeral, the bishop chose his words very clyeflihey were some-
thing on this order, "Many of you are wondering vehewill say his soul
is now. | can tell you exactly where his soul igdg.” He paused again
while he had the total attention of the audiendenThe said emphatically,
"His soul is in the hands of an Almighty God!" Thea preached to the
living.

We may go to a visitation of a deceased person kdwblived a sinful
life. Yet, the family tells you about all the gobe did in his life. They
even may say that they know he is in heaven abetier off than he was
in this life. However, the words are often spokathaut conviction. Go-
ing to these kinds of funerals and visitations ggimmome the words "that
[we] sorrow not, even as others which have no hdg&hessalonians
4:13).

The most heart-rending funeral we have been tothatsof an older man
in our community who had no use for Christianitye Had but two "cre-
dentials" in his obituary: He was a farmer and lstegn and an army vet-
eran. He died while cursing his wife, which the figmsaid he seldom did.
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At his funeral, the minister did not extend anyséahope. He chose his
words very carefully to avoid any hypocrisy. HedsdlWe will all be
called by God sometime, and God has called Bent [fig real name).
That was all he had to say about the deceasedidH®tlextend any vague
hope that Ben went to heaven. He spoke about tpe Hwat the family
could have, the comfort they could draw from thertyetc. Again, he did
not say that they had this comfort in their heaftse saddest part of all
took place after the funeral when someone triedotmfort the widow by
saying that Ben had gone to heaven. With greatesagishe said, "No, Ben
did not go to heaven." We earnestly pray that migittbe said of one of
us when we die.

It always is in place and easy to speak well oés@n after he dies. But
let us not use flattery. That can border on theutint On the other hand,
unkind words about the deceased should not pasdipsir The same
should be true when speaking of the living. So kp@adly of those of like
precious faith. You never know if it may be thetlase you speak about
them while they are living. Brother Eli, Missouri.

Seasoned Speech (Part 5)

Brother Matthew S. Garman

A Flowing Brook

"The words of a man’s mouth are as deep waters tlanavell spring of
wisdom as a flowing brook" (Proverbs 18:4).

Flowing brooks capture the imagination. Whereé the water come
from? Where does it go? What distant shores wékéhdrops of water
touch? The rapid movement and widespread disseimmnat water in a
brook well illustrate the influence of words.

A negative example of the wide-ranging influeraf words is gossip.
Why do stories of failures spread more quickly tlséories of victories?
Our carnal nature enjoys making a sensation binged sensational story.
Reveling in the shortcomings of others, it tempssta justify our own
weaknesses. How quickly a reputation built on yedrsareful living can
be besmirched! "Set a watch, 0 LORD, before my m@uhat | may not
be guilty of the sin of gossip.
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Words with an often-underestimated influence w&ords used in wit-
nessing. Just a few words, loaded with prayer arehgthened by a con-
sistent life, can have an effect beyond our imagnaA prosperous, mid-
dle-aged Jewish man was rocked to the core whealdiést daughter be-
came a Christian. After months of study to provedreor, he was less sure
than ever of what he believed. A stranger who skhsespiritual struggle
asked him, "Who is your god?" This simple quespooved to be the cata-
lyst that opened his mind to belief in Jesus asMessiah. "The words of
the wise are as goads" (Ecclesiastes 12:11).

Words of teaching are words of influence. Moshese many words in a
day's time to answer questions and to mold yourngisnfor God. Fathers
ply words to instruct their families in practicalills and in spiritual les-
sons. Teachers, with much verbal instruction, imgaowledge and wis-
dom. Ministers employ words in the God-ordainedhudtof preaching to
proclaim the Gospel.

Committing words to paper greatly increasesrtimdluence. Written
words can be read slowly, thoughtfully, and repaigté/Nriting can travel
to people around the globe. It also can travelubhotime—people not yet
born can someday be inspired—possibly for hundoédears. God chose
to give His words to men in written form for thesasons. Are we making
the best possible use of the tremendous poteritvatitng?

The stream of words from our mouth does not fioto the sea of for-
getfulness. Each word has an influence that affeteiity. May we speak

words that we will not be ashamed to have readeaDiay of Judgment.
Reprinted by permission from The Eastern Mennonite Testimony.

Dedication and Conforming to God’s Will.
Romans 12:1-2

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre-
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service. [2] And be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

-17 -
g Now Therefore O God Strengthen My Hands This Day j\\ﬁi




ﬂ(:g THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO.10 — OCTOBER 200912

Are you dedicated to God, conforming to God's Word?

Paul entreats readers of his letter to present boslies as a living sacri-
fice to God; it is a powerful appeal and full ofphcations that we are to
give up living according to the world’s way anddixzod's way, not live
after the flesh but after the Spirit, which is thay of the scriptures, Jesus
said: | am the Way the Truth and the Life (John6)4o if we are not
walking in His Way we are not in the Truth and wdl mot have the Life,
that is everlasting life with the Lamb in glory.

You and | receive the fruits of God’s mercies evéay and we need to
give Him thanks for those mercies which are new\yewgrning,

“It is of the Lord's mercies that we are nonhswmed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new every morningagis thy faithful-
ness. The Lord is my portion, saith my soul; therefwill | hope in him.
The Lord is good unto them that wait for him, te teoul that seeketh
him.” (Lament. 3:22-25)

We need to render ourselves or give ourselvésrtoin ALL we are, in
ALL we do and in ALL we have! Surely that is nobtmuch to ask or do
in return for what He has done for us and the schie has given us
through Christ Jesus that is the redemption ofsis and a place at the
wedding feast of the Lamb.

Our growth in Christ is in the renewing of our miwthich the scripture
talks about as sanctification or growth in holineskich is required, in-
deed commanded by God in Leviticus 20:7: “Sangtdyrselves therefore,
and be ye holy: for | am the Lord your God.” We t&rde holy in ALL our
conduct which is what that word conversation mearisPeter 1:15-16:

“But as he which hath called you is holy, soyleeholy in all manner
of conversation; [16] Because it is written, Behgy; for | am holy.”

The growing in holiness, the sanctification praciésyou like is the dy-
ing to sin and self on a daily basis and sin i® asglecting doing those
things that God requires of us, sanctificationiigng to righteousness
more and more, which is the opposite of sin soweto that which God
requires of us. It is a process which is or shdadccontinuous throughout
our lives no matter our age or maturity we sholdags be striving like
the Apostle Paul for the achievement of the everiggrice of the crown
promised to the saints who enter heaven. (1 Coaingh9:24-27 and He-
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brews 12). It is a process of renewal and the gst@&nemy to this sanctifi-
cation process in our lives and the growth inthtegusness is our carnal
nature which is desiring to conform to the worlddahe things therein
(Romans 8:7, Ephesians 2:15-16, James 4:4) - thiklvand the things in
it are not the heavenly Kingdom of God that wewnged to be a part of, it
is the domain of the evil one and he will do anythio keep us away from
God's Kingdom. We should never use this age ortlihrggs in it as the
template or design or fashion plate to fashion lm&s on, only in God's
holy word the Bible does one find the right andg@opattern or blueprint
for a life which will satisfy the requirements airoGod and Saviour.

We need to be wary of forming plans for happinesthaugh it lay in the
things of the world - they will pass away soon eggtouNe should not fall
in with the customs or the ways or the people efwlorld no matter how
attractive they may seem to us or others, we shoatdvalk in the lusts
and desires of our carnal nature and considerlgahiimgs more important
than the things of God - earthly things will perishit the things of God
will be eternal.

As we allow the Holy Spirit to work in our livest® not forget that it is a
choice we have to make, a conscious decision, g@aple do not choose
to follow God's way but their own. The Scriptureciear about those who
follow the easy way, the way of the world. When all®w or invite the
Holy Spirit to work in us He begins by changingatarifying our under-
standing of the things of God and God's requiresantl once we start to
have an understanding of those things then we pply avhat we under-
stand to our will, our affections and our convamsauntil there is a change
of the whole person into the likeness of God net jo knowledge but in
righteousness and true holiness and this perfegtibronly be achieved
when we meet Him face to face and are acceptedistpresence.

It is our love for God that should cause us to eand yearn for this
perfection while we are here on earth and thisésdnly time and place
that we can learn to grow on a daily basis ints tivliness and righteous-
ness that is asked of us in the Scriptures. Ifawd | want to be godly and
become Christ-like in ALL areas of our lives thea meed to give up our-
selves totally 100% to God, holding nothing back idatever reason or
excuse which we may think we have.

You may well ask how do | go about this renewath&f mind, how do |
grow in holiness and what does Paul mean by tellisghot to be con-
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formed to the world?

Obviously it is not an easy task otherwise Paul ldiowt talk in verse 1
of presenting our bodies as living sacrifices, Wekaow that sacrifices
usually are painful to the one being sacrificedCdrinthians 6:19-20 tells
us that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Saird thus belong to God
and it is that which we are asked to offer to God.

In the Old Testament when a sacrifice was offéce@od it was killed
and offered in its totality holding nothing backuch an offering was holy
and set apart to God and we are asked to do the wéim our whole bod-
ies in a spiritual sense no an actual physicalhdeat

Under the New Covenant we do not die physicallydsif living sacri-
fice we perform both a spiritual act and an aatvofship, which is accept-
able to God and furthermore as Paul puts it isreasonable service not
something which is unreasonable. If you and | @etirbe of service to
God and | pray that all those whom confess to bes@éns do have that
desire, we need to offer our total life as a sa&ifo God and in effect that
offering becomes a sacred service as were theirggfeof the Old Testa-
ment sacrifices. This living sacrifice that we asked to make is or should
be the desirable response for all believers asask ® offer ourselves and
our service to God.

Paul having established that we need to offer odids as a living sacri-
fices holy and acceptable to God then goes onlitadeat is a reasonable
service and it is reasonable when we consider Wuat has done and is
doing for us individually through His sacrifice timee Cross, the atonement
for our sins and the promise of eternal glory tiglottis redemptive work,
which He did because He loved us not because wenassit. Paul then
proceeds with his instruction in this matter ofeoiiig ourselves as a living
sacrifice by saying that we should not be conforrntethe world. That is
that we should not live according to the lifestgteexample of this evil age
Galatians 1:4 tells us that Jesus Christ gave Hinfgeour sins that He
might deliver us from this present evil age. Pawhmands us to be re-
newed through the transforming or renewing of ourdnthe Greek word
for transforming is metamorphosis, a process of changing from the inside
out - it denotes a TOTAL change from the inside. dute key to this
change is in the mind which is the control cenfeowr attitudes, feelings,
thoughts and actions - as our mind keeps beingueth@r transformed by
the Spiritual input of God's word, prayer and Ctnaus fellowship.
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Let us look at each of these three areas of input”
1] God’s Word. 2] Prayer and 3] Christian Fellowshi

1] God's Word. Romans 10:17 tells us that faith esray hearing and
hearing by the Word of God This Word of God, th®l8j the Gospel is
given not only to be known and believed but alsbémbeyed - it is not a
system of notions or ideas but a rule of practidee beginning progress
and strength of our faith is by the hearing of Werd and as we delve into
the Word we will start to see how God wants andiireg us to live. Hear-
ing the Word of God implies that we actively seelowledge of it and |
believe we need to do that in any way we can thavailable to us. A one
hour session listening to a sermon and not doinygharg the rest of the
week is not an adequate response when it comesdts Goly Word.

God's call on our lives is to be Holy as He is hay to do that we need
to study His Word diligently, reading it for ourget each and every day of
our lives not only from the Bible but also from Blxommentaries and the
like by known and acknowledged scholars, by seekingpen our minds
to God's word in this manner we allow the Holy 8pa have an input into
our lives through the informing of our minds aghe truths that the Scrip-
tures teach, the truths that we need to apply tdiwes if we truly want to
be acknowledged as a Child of God and to be se¢hebworld as belong-
ing to Jesus. How can we expect to know what Gqgdires of us or de-
sires for us if we do not seek the revelations @ioed in His word? Or are
we so comfortable in our so-called Christian paedithat we feel we do
not need to know anymore of His word or do we ®aidrbecause we just
don't see the need to change or grow in Christieke anymore.

| believe that having that sort of attitude putsgrushe same category as
the Laodicean church portrayed in Revelation 3:65-1

“I know thy works that thou art neither cold northbwould thou wert
cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm,reitier cold nor hot, |
will spew thee out of my mouth.”

We should let that be a warning and a constantnm@enito us not to be-
come lukewarm in our faith and suffer the rejectadinGod on that Final
Day and hear those dreaded words: Depart from meykers of iniquity.

2] Prayer. Spiritual input through the area of pray
There are many scriptures which direct us how ahdnnand for what
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we should pray - prayer is the Christians vitalathheand we can no more
live a Christian life without prayer then a fishnclve out of water - fish
out of water struggles for a short while then die & is the same for us if
we do not pray, we will struggle for a while an@nthsuccumb to a spiritual
kind of death. Satan is always hard at work andl ledieve no chance or
very little chance of getting control of a prayi@gristian’s life but we can
see the result of where prayer is lacking or abakagether that Satan has
a great deal of input into those lives. Let us msileee of our daily prayer
life, prayer keeps open the lines of communicabetween God and our-
selves, not just for our benefit but also for tleméfit of others and most
importantly as a means of giving praise and thaokSod, our Creator and
Redeemer. Being a praying person also allows tHg Spirit to enter our
lives and give us the directions that God wantsufbias we endeavour to
follow the pattern laid down throughout the scripti

3] Christian fellowship.

Our spiritual input also comes from fellowship anteraction with like-
minded brothers and sisters and if we are diligentading the scripture
and diligent in our prayer life then there will @enatural desire to seek out
likeminded believers with whom we can discuss drates our faith in God
as well as seek direction and encouragement to aleethat we are not
heading in the wrong direction because we haventeigireted or misun-
derstood what we have read.

As we associate with other true Christians we finldl that we will find
ourselves less and less inclined to associate thitise not following
Christ. The more you read the Scripture, the mane yray seeking guid-
ance through the Holy Spirit, the more you felloigshith true Christians
the more you will understand what the scripture msem 1 Peter 2:9
where it says that: “But ye are a chosen generaiaoyal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should skt the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his maousl light:.

Mathew Henry a highly respected bible commemntatys this about 1
Peter 2:9. “Christians are a chosen generatiory, thake one family, a
people distinct from the world, of another spianother principle and
practice which they could never be if they were c¢latsen in Christ to be
such and sanctified by His spirit.”

If we chose to call ourselves Christians then selive up to what the bi-

-22.
g | Cried Out To God With My Voice And He Gave Ear To Me j\\ﬁi




EE THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO.10 -OCTOBER 200 9 12

ble teaches, all of it, not just the things that ss.

Let us live up to God's requirements not our own.

Let us be distinct from the world and those arousd

Let us exhibit another spirit, that is the SpaftGod not the spirit of
darkness.

Let us have godly principles not the world's pipiess of loose morals
and a disdain for everything or anything that cofmes God's word.

Let us exhibit the godly practices and standardgired of us in the
scriptures.

Let us be the Light of Christ that shines in {issent darkness.

Let us show by our words and our lifestyle thatase God's people do-
ing God's will God's way. JL.

Meetiness and Madesty.

The Scripture has much to say on both these matteuch has been
preached upon it and also written.

At first glance perhaps many do not realise thase two go together.
Some see meekness as weakness when in fact ters afwitness of the
strength of one’s character. To remain meek andbleinm the face of
provocation for one thing or perhaps in the mattfepraise for one’s ac-
tions meekness and modesty of behaviour portragysyhit of Christ, was
He not meek and humble and lowly of heart?

In the matter of provocation we can exercise-resistance and in the
area of praise we can overcome and put down poold, are areas which
our carnal nature can excel in if it is not corlgdlby the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit.

In the area of modesty the first response of rpesple is to think about
the external appearance of the body, perhapsgtassign not only of the
society in which we live but also our carnal natwi@ch tends to delight
and go to the base things of humanity. God’s Warekcts us to set our af-
fection on things above, not on things on the ed@blossians 3:2).
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Modesty however is not just bodily appearanceidub be exhibited in
all areas of our life. James 2:2-4 rightly points that we are not to favour
the richly attired over one who is not so attirefelieve that this injunc-
tion also applies to all other possessions thaimag have in relation to
worldly goods, God is no respecter of persons menee to be partial to
others and become judges of evil thoughts.

William Penn had this to say about this subject:

“Meekness and modesty are the rich and charatitirg of the soul: and
the plainer the dress, the more distinctly, anchvgteater lustre, their
beauty shines. It is said of the true Church, “Kimg’s daughter is all glo-
rious within.” Let her care (the Church’s), themefpbe of our minds, more
than of our bodies, if we would be of her commuriion

Let each of us therefore guard our minds and faar¢hem in this con-
joined area of meekness and modesty so that weeanwitness to those
around us of the Light of Christ and a testimonyeing members of His
body the Church wherein there will be no spot dnldle on that final day
when He calls His bride to the wedding feast. Mesknand modesty be-
gins in our hearts which is also the place wheliesgreat wickedness that
needs to be and can be overcome through the blfabe camb and giving
ourselves to the direction and control of the $mfiGod that comes to
dwell within at the new birth. JvL.

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
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