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Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in
the house.

Matthew 5:15
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From The Editor’'s Desk.

Jesus taught, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven" (Matt. 5:3). The entrance to this kingdom is a strait or very difficult
gate which gives way to a narrow and difficult way. It is so difficult and un-
popular that few are willing to surrender their pride and independence to walk
on it. So that the glory of this kingdom would be His and not man's, God
chose the "foolish"—people whom others considered weak or base—to be its
participants.

As we look at current conditions in the wotld, we wonder that God can
tolerate its sinfulness any longer. Iniquity of every description abounds. Man
chooses money, pleasure, fame, the works of pride, and the lusts of the flesh
above God and His love. Why does not God declare that it is enough, that it
is time to thrust in the sickle and bring the world to judgment? It is because
of God's love and mercy that He extends time. "The Lord is ... not willing
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9).

God loves mercy more than judgment. He knows wrong choices will lead to
hell and outer darkness, there to be eternally forgotten of God. God loves all
of mankind so much that He wants to give everyone the opportunity for sal-
vation. He knows how much more one soul is worth than the whole world,
and all heaven rejoices over every soul who repents and finds salvation. God's
perception of true value is so far above ours that we will never comprehend it
until we are with Him eternally.

At certain periods of time the true children of God have been few in num-
ber. In Noah's day the number was reduced to eight souls. The prophets
spoke of a "remnant" that would be left after Judah's captivity Paul referred
to Christians as the "offscouring of all things" (1Cor. 4:13) But when the
faithful of all ages are congregated in heaven, it will be a "great multitude,
which no man [can] number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and
tongues" (Rev. 7:9). Even though it will be such a great throng we need not
fear there will not be room for us. All are invited to the wedding feast. All
who respond and have on the wedding garment will be welcomed. Jesus said,
"Where I am, there shall also my servant be" (John 12:26). What wonderful,
comforting words! Our limitless, omniscient God has planned heaven to am-
ply accommodate all.

May we all live so we will be among the faithful few accepted of the Lord
on that final day. "Let me die the death of the righteousness, and let my last
end be like his!" (Num. 23:10). Courtesy of Gospel Publishers, Kansas.
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MINISTER'S CORNER
Brother Paul Hollingshead.

Revelation 20.

The Book of Revelation is a guide to history anduaent events. By its
portrayal of the spiritual struggle we understamel issues and temptations
which confronted Christians in the past and whichfiont us today. It is
a manual for the soldier of the cross.

As we go over Revelation 20 we will try to illunaite points and compare
with other passages.

The bottomless pit igbyss, a word which is derived from the Greek
word. Its original meaning was without bottom. isTimdicates always fal-
ling and never coming to a place of standing,gtifes a state of constant
uncertainty and confusion. It is the essentiakatizristic of the program
and kingdom of Satan. Chapter nine of Revelatmeaks of smoke com-
ing out of the abyss and obscuring the sun. Tleisuaderstand to be false
teaching which obstructs the clear view of the 8LIRighteousness, Jesus.
False doctrine beclouds who He is, His characted, ldis work; Menno
Simons understood it so. It is to be observed ikel8:31 that the demons,
whom Jesus was about to cast out, did not wantetoemanded to the
deep, that is, the abyss. They do not desiredh@al and logical result of
their activity.

The key to the pit, the chain, and the bindindidate a limiting of the
power and activity of the devil. This is to be quared with the binding of
which the Gospel writers speak in Mark 3:27 andd.a:21-22. In those
passages Jesus used the illustration of a stromgh@ang control of his
goods. The strong man is evidently meant to sygthie devil, and the
goods, the souls under his power. Jesus is thegdr man and binds and
overcomes the strong man and takes away the arimavuiich the strong
man has trusted. This is the victory of the Lardhe spiritual warfare. In
warfare the spoiling of the goods follows victoryhat is the figure. Jesus
takes the souls away from the devil, having limitésipower.

It is very important that we insert here the trtliht the souls involved
must desire the benefit of the work of Jesus umiphing over the satanic
principalities and powers. If a soul in darknesd aonfusion recognizes

-3-
g Blessed be the Lord He hath heard my voice and supplications. j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 9 - SEPTEMBER 200512

that he does not have such desire, he should pr&@otl to give him the
desire that he might be freed.

In verse three of the chapter under consideratghrould deceive... no
more” is in the subjunctive mood. In grammar thbjsnctive mood pre-
sents possibility while the indicative declarest@ierfact. The limiting of
the power of the enemy makes it possible for peopteto be deceived, if
they have the desire not to be deceived. The maid the saved, as it is
put in Revelation 21:24 are those who have eleotdto be deceived.
The working of deception in the first place is aso® deceiving himself in
order to justify sin which he likes. Secondly @ireh-deceiver helps in the
process. Job and others who had severe trials mardeceived though
they had things to learn and needed to submit & Go

As we compare the thousand years with Psalm 9@&apeter 3:8 it is
proper to think of it as a round number which i$ m@ant to be an exact
measurement but a period of time lengthy to thedrupoint of view.

Bible believers generally believe that toward thd ef time the forces of
evil will grow more and more active. They will gat for a showdown in
which, however, they are destined to be defeated.

This space of time in which those forces conceatoat the overthrow of
the people of God will be short, a "little seasadark 13:20 refers to the
time of the Jewish war against Rome and the ddg&iruof Jerusalem at
which time God mercifully shortened the days foe gake of the elect.
The judgment of Jerusalem and the final judgmémtigh there are a few
differences in the signs preceding each event,rtteless are parallel in
this point of the time being shortened.

We observe that judgment was given to a certaiasct#d souls. The
Spanish has included the word "faculty" concerniudging. This means
the ability and capacity to judge. We want to ¢daswhat judging is and
to whom it is given. First we may remember that tdnses of verbs (past,
present, and future) in prophetic Scriptures aesl wdifferently from what
we humans use them in our limitation. A well knoxample is in Isaiah
53 where the past tense is used in predicting uhed-future at the time
Isaiah wrote. The judging is to be compared witalfasl22:5. It has to do
with making decisions and keeping them. Decisiares not only neces-
sary, they are unavoidable. Seeking to avoid dmwsis in itself a deci-
sion and an unsatisfactory one. The Bible teattegtsthe saints will share
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in the judgment which Christ will do at the endulgh He is not at all de-
pendent upon them.

The judging is to begin now in time. Christiang & judge sin within
the borders of their responsibility that meansstfof all, in personal life
and experiences. It is a blessed aspect of thempoiMGod to be capable
of judging and ruling over sin to the full exterittbe responsibility which
He has assigned us. Luke 12:57 speaks of judgiraj islwrong, or sinful.
Matthew 7:1 is admonishing us to not judge peoplée are to judge sin,
not people.

The class of people who have the faculty to do jtidgiing correctly are
probably the potential martyrs. The passage mesitlzeing beheaded.
This does not exclude those burned, drowned, aet@alive. The impli-
cation is that in order to have the ability to jedgow and later, one must
have the martyr spirit (not complex), a willingndssremain faithful re-
gardless of the cost. We must be potential maggswhether God gives
the grace to be so literally is according to Hisdam.

These potential martyrs are absolutely faithfuhweference to the beast,
the system of the world, and steadfastly refusbeaaddentified with the
working of iniquity. These persons are qualifiedhiave power over sin
and they have a testimony that condemns the warldaah did by obey-
ing God when so few people were doing that. Jdsy$]is spotless life,
condemned sin in the flesh and we are to do ttsat lay His power and
Him. And the blind perverted world complains thag judge them.

The question is reasonably asked: Who is judgingmwh When | was
about twenty years old | wrote former college fdsrhat | was done with
movies and dancing. There was no direct rephh&b but it was reported
later that they were irritated with me. | was judpgthe movies and the
dance and they were judging the person turning afn@y them. The
world thinks it queer when one stops running wiiknh to the same “In
excess of riot" and they speak evil of those legtite uncleanness behind,
They may complain of lack of love, never stoppiaghink that their gos-
sip is the opposite of love and even toleranceas 1o be lamented deeply
wherever a parallel spirit enters the professingi&l church. May God
have mercy!

Some of the levers used to move people from theadfastness are the
threat of the loss of goods, the threat of the tddsends, and the threat of
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the loss of fife. When one yields to the fear add in earthly, temporal
things, the true martyr spirit is lacking.

Again, it is necessary to have the martyr spiribider to do the judging.
It is necessary to suffer rather than to compromlsés necessary to suffer
(long-suffering) rather than to pass unjust or y\@shtence upon a person.
The way is narrow. Only those who forsake all,reteethe point of being
willing to be beheaded will have the faculty to gedcorrectly. If they
submit to any of the above mentioned "levers," twdlybe unable to deal
with sin in the family, in the church, or even Ireir own lives. It has been
recognized that persecution makes either martytsypocrites. And per-
secution comes to all Christians in some formonié is not willing to be-
come a martyr one becomes a hypocrite.

More clarity concerning reigning is obtained by siolering 1 Corin-
thians 4:8. "Reigned as kings" indicates a wondy of exercising influ-
ence and power-being on top socially. When Pauwmteyr'l would to God
that ye did reign," he was longing for a possipitib be realized in them.
They had not been reigning over sin and he longssthiey might reign that
he with his fellow-workers might reign with thenhmat is, over sin. Cor-
inth was part of Paul's responsibility and he wdrterule over sin to the
full extent. In 1 Corinthians 5:12 he asks, "Dd ye judge them that are
within?" This is a question which assumes a pasitimswer. The church
is to rule over sin. "Sin shall not have dominawer you" (Romans 6:14).
You shall "tread on serpents and scorpions... Ngtehall hurt you" (Luke
10:19)-spiritually. You can reign over sin andtthaw, and with that be
the royal priesthood of which we read in 1 Petér 2:

The first resurrection of Revelation 20:5 we untierd to be the new
birth. Out of the throes of birth pains and crisighe soul the decision is
made either to be a willing judge of sin with thartgr spirit or be unbe-
lieving. John 5:25 was for now when Jesus saiddt @ntinues to be pos-
sible yet. The dead spiritually who correctly hds voice of the Son of
Man live. John 5:28-29 refers to the future geheraurrection when all
live and go to opposite destinies. The wicked tiven in having a lively
sense of their deadness toward God and its conseegiea clear under-
standing which the wicked have at the final judgtnérhis clarity they re-
jected during their time of opportunity. Those maised spiritually con-
tinue in their spiritual deadness until it is t@abel.
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In Revelation 20:6, "hath part” is present tensevalf as "having no
power,” referring to the second death. It is idesrto comment upon the
tenses in Greek language. They carry more sigmie as to the kind of
action than we are accustomed to, The Greek prekmd speak of the
present time and also of continuous action. We sagyin English, "Con-
tinues having part," making a finer distinctiontaghe kind of action; the
Greek has a tense which English and a number ef ¢dimguages do not
have, the aorist. This denotes point of actiom@eted at the time done.
Revelation 20:6 is telling us those who continuguslaintain the life
given them in the new birth will be continuouslyfesdrom the second
death, which is the lake of fire, eternal separafrom God. It is the duty
of newborn ones to maintain spiritual life.

Toward the end of time things become very bad arbest less limited, he
goes out to deceive but cannot deceive everybadihéoe is still the camp
of the saints, the beloved city against which tbevgrs of evil are pitted
unitedly. Gog and Magog are spoken of in Ezek@&B9. They were real
adversaries at some time and the prophets had smdkiem but we do
not have record of what all was spoken of them Kiet&8:17). They are
representative of opposition to the people of Gwdughout time. Toward
the end there is a united concerted effort to dwew the work of God.
This is parallel with Revelation 19:19 and with Axgeddon.

Worldwide nuclear destruction would be a smallltfaa the saints be-
cause they would be consumed in a moment. Busé¢hwere and tricky
trial lies in the concentrated working of the mystef iniquity in such ar-
eas as: education, psychology, philosophy, industryhe kind of semi-
nars they have for greater efficiency), the heaéng (which readily have
an admixture of harmful superstition), politicsligen, entertainments,
banking, and finance. The press and various fahtommunication are
especially crucial.

The fire of God's Word destroys the evil (Jeren#8t29). Also Revela-
tion 19:21 shows that it is His Word that complédtes victory, it is not a
physical power but the power of the divine truthis not a physical power
which brought physical things into existence andilt not be a physical
power which accomplishes the final correction o thisuse of the said
physical things. Jesus has His armies with Him Hatdoes not need
them. The sword from His mouth does the job. @tegnal destiny of all
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His adversaries is the lake of fire "prepared fog tlevil and his angels”
(Matthew 25:41

In Revelation, from chapter six through twenty,réhare, figuratively
speaking, seven murals or large paintings uporwiaiés. Each section
tells of things such as spiritual issues, the gfieigf the saints, the provi-
sion made for them, and the way the enemy works wa discern the sec-
tions (which are of unequal lengths) we see eacaats, usually toward
the end of the section, some aspects of the famhplete destruction of
evil or the final victory of Christ, usually botihdse things. Things de-
picted in the seven grand word "pictures” are lfelfi, in the process of be-
ing fulfilled, or are yet to be fulfilled. Thosesscribed aspects of the con-
summation concerning the complete destruction dfaad the victory of
Christ and His faithful followers, those aspectsuwicat the same time, or
nearly so, at the day of the Lord.

When Jesus returns, in that day He will judge tbe@ldthe beast, Baby-
lon, the false prophet, together with all unbelmsyelisobedient ones, and
liars, who willingly gave in to evil. In that daghe righteous will be
clothed in white, have palms of victory in theirnkda, sorrow no more,
have reward, stand on the sea of glass, be at éneage of the Lamb, be
with Jesus in victory as the members of the hegveott, and they will
have their names in the book of life. For eaclugfrthose condemned and
those victorious-that day is the beginning of aaneanding state.

Amen, Even so, come Lord Jesus.
Reprinted from: The Timely Truth Volume 28, No.2, September 2001

CONFIDENCE
Confidence: firm belief or trust that one will act in a riglgroper and ef-
fective way; a commitment of trust, as expressea bpte of confidence;
something that gives a feeling of security.
It is a known but understated fact that the foulotiabf a healthy society
and economy is confidence. Confidence is at theesper of our relation-
ships, whether in a personal way one to anothdyuginess affairs, or as it
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would relate to the brotherhood of believers. Wa'tdbave to look far or

examine many headlines to recognize that in owsgurieday, the deteriora-
tion of confidence has reached epidemic proportiatestabilizing and

placing at great risk the established social adt@aic order.

We will examine a few general illustrations of cdehce, but the overall
objective is to consider confidence in the conteikia spiritual brother-
hood.

The investor entrusts his capital to a money manbgeause he has con-
fidence there will be a return on his investmend &e will not be de-
frauded. A bank lends us money because it hasdmnde we have pre-
sented a proper business plan and will repay aappointed date. The
farmer or tradesman begins his endeavor with tkeiemind; he has con-
fidence that there will be a harvest or completbrthe project and, most
important, payment for the product or services ezed. The underpinning
of all this is also confidence related; we, thegephave confidence that
the government- issued paper in our possessioalid for any economic
transaction.

The church of God also has an economy. This willléned as "the as-
sociation of the members within the body: how thelate one to another,
how these members as individuals and as a whoknag and carry out
their activities and utilize their resources. Thesambers of the body work
together. Whether it be in the spiritual or the penal, their goal, by and
large, being unselfish, they seek the good of sthiest. They desire to
create value for each other that could not be edealy working alone."
The point we wish to make is this: The economyhef¢hurch of God will
be hindered and may cease to function if we ddhage confidence one to
another.

A fulfilling relationship with God and each othes very dependent on
confidence. Our sincere pledge to be a person wiidence will be dem-
onstrated by our commitment to act in a right, prognd effective way.
Confidence of this sort will never be found on Hagain counter. It has a
high price, but it is worth every cost and sacefitt is expensive because
it requires consistent Christian living throughthe year.

Confidence in the brotherhood is a treasure witlpoge, but it is a treas-
ure that can be trod underfoot. Sometimes we magflike opinion that
confidence should be extended regardless of outapearance or spiri-
tual performance. May we exercise care in beinguehtal or holding
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others to our standards. But is there not a reasdhere not a cause when
we are unable to extend confidence or feel a laekebf from the brother-
hood?

Confidence is a privilege extended one to anothdmat something to be
demanded as a right. Confidence from the brethseattained (and re-
turned) by an uncompromising stand for the truthlirareas of life. Stand-
ing for the truth is not always the popular choioet we can rest assured
that it will win respect. For confidence to grow yrmaean laying down our
own way of thinking and submitting ourselves to ttage and proving of
others. We are soldiers engaged in battle, aneéd yeu to watch my back
so that the enemy doesn't sneak up on me. | mastisg the same care for
you. For this mission to be carried out succesgfule must have confi-
dence in each other.

The person who is infused with godly confidenceviing to be a "no-
body." This person doesn't feel the need to prowghing to himself or
others; he is aware of his imperfections but, nosless, is comfortable
with how God has made him. His self-esteem is ogetit on his relation-
ship with the Lord instead of the approbation ohmEhis person can qui-
etly live his convictions without making a big "aph." Humble brothers
and sisters often fall into the category of a nghdulit they don't consider
this derogatory or a putdown. Their modest and suragng behavior does
not prevent them from being loved and appreciatethe congregation.
The paradox is that being a nobody makes us sorggpechaps not in the
eyes of men but certainly in the eyes of God.

But some of us are hardly willing to be a nobodgcduse pride gets in
the way. Our confidence and esteem is derived fitoenrecognition and
admiration of our fellowman. This causes us to l@+wonscious, to feel
sorry for ourselves when we are supposedly left antl to be suspicious
and critical. We are unwilling to look past the ienf@ctions of our brother
and sister and extend confidence and allow thebetased as God would
see fit. In a certain sense of the word, we areilling/to grant confidence
to ourselves. We thereby bury our talent and preduz gain. When it is
this way, we not only hurt ourselves but the brdibed at large. Instead
of edifying and building one another up in the hfdith, the spirit of dis-
sension comes forth, and we find it difficult tacognize and grant confi-
dence to the gifts and callings among us.

What causes our confidence in one another to bed®dVe can only an-
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swer in part, but a major ingredient is when weobee independent and
self-sufficient, holding ourselves aloof and apdrike the Laodiceans
(Rev. 3:17), we wear the facade of being rich amtdeiased with goods and
having need of nothing. Self-sufficiency is commanld in that it enables
us to carry our fair share of the load and not heimnecessary burden to
the local or group economy. But self-sufficiencyriead beyond modera-
tion yields itself to isolation and withdrawal, gkiy compromising unity.
If we have a tendency to draw into a shell, mayfine the grace and will-
power to come out of the bubble and correct thénations that hinder
confidence.

And how do we build confidence? One of the keyding blocks is the
veracity of our word, that our yea be yea and @y loe nay (James 5:12).
Our word and how we keep it is a critical test etetmining whether we
are worthy of confidence. Another basic requiremertumility. A great
confidence-builder is simply opening our hearts tsmanother and not be-
ing so worried about how we come across. Someisfrilay sound sim-
plistic, but it is so real. When we humbly and fyeghare our hearts, we
are able to clear misconceptions. Oh, to havefteadom to express our
concerns and opinions without fear of censure. figakdi a step further, in-
stead of talking behind each other's backs, we préttice the honorable
virtue of meeting our brother or sister face tcefac

The principle of opening our hearts one to anotaer hardly be overem-
phasized. The applications are many, and not nedlrlgan be noted. It
may mean an older brother explaining to a younger why he operates
his business in a particular manner. It may meamneere conversation
among sisters about the mode of their dress. Itrm@gn an honest sharing
with a fallen brother or sister, not attemptingrtake excuses and spare the
flesh. To engage in such candid communicationsgeeat challenge. Not
the least is the fact that a fair percentage adrestoo sensitive and others
are not sensitive enough. An important point ig thiaen we are willing to
share our hearts, we are opening ourselves toatimme May we ever keep
in mind that no true child of God is ever abovereation. If we disallow
correction, it is a maxim that we will drift off aese. In parallel to the
deadly pride of self-sufficiency, a further indicet of the lukewarm
church surely must be the unwillingness of the menslof the body to
sincerely open their hearts one to another.

It has been correctly stated that it is easieose Iconfidence than to re-
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store it. Our human nature is such that it is dlfi to completely forget
and forgive and bury the hatchet. Our first tengeisdo be critical rather
than seeing the good in others. It is unrealistibdlieve that we will never
experience a lack of confidence, but, nonethelésshould not diminish
our love one to another. When we come to a "cakisonfidence" over an
issue, instead of wringing our hands and looking doplace to lay the
blame, may we see it as an opportunity to reparkieach in the wall,
strengthening not only our brother and ourselvaghmichurch as a whole.

This is where unity comes into play. A sanctifiadty among believers
gives us confidence that, despite our imperfectioves are headed in the
right direction. Those on the outside will obsetilrat there is a united, un-
divided brotherhood of true believers. This wilspire confidence in the
onlookers—although they may be loath to admit itattthere is a ship
headed in the right direction on the stormy seab@present day.

Issues of confidence affect each one of us in y neal and personal way.
The writer can only mention a few items close t® leart. May the reader
likewise be encouraged to honestly examine histhear
+ Can | have confidence that the Lord will releasefrom the spirit
of fear and give me courage for the troubling dayshich we live?

& Can | have confidence in the office of the ministmgt regarding

the brethren in this office as demigods but, ratlasr brethren with the
same makeup as the rest of us but, nonethelessyohesof deference and
respect because, in a very real way, they are apeanointed of God and
the church?

Can you, my minister and deacon, grant me configl@sca brother
or sister whom the Lord has asked you to be theseee of; can you treat
me with patience and gentleness and take the tmeally get close to me
so that | can open up my heart to you?

& Can we as brethren, despite what appears to thalaaye, extend
confidence to each other that we are simply dounglittle part in service
to the Lord and are not on the campaign trail?

& Am | willing to honor congregational or conferendecisions and
thereby uphold the confidence that we place in edlelr as brethren, even
if some wouldn't see the matter so clearly?

Am | willing to build a bridge to my fallen brother sister, confi-
dently portraying the beauty of the church, begignwith my words but
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much more so with the witness of my life?

Am | willing to do whatever it takes so that my Icdnén, whatever
their age, will have confidence that their fathed another are doing their
best to lovingly bring them up in the fear and adition of the Lord?

We need that confidence in each other, born in,lohat despite our
many weaknesses and failings, despite the testdriahsl we cause each
other, we will not look down on each other. We naedtle it that no sacri-
fice will be too costly, that we will help each ettmake it through this life
and on to the Promised Land. The Lord has seeahditthis is not a soli-
tary journey: "For none of us liveth to himself,dano man dieth to him-
self" (Rom. 14:7). God created us in such a waywewould be helpers
to each other, participating in His divine economngating value for Him
first and then for each other. To the best of dailitg, may we be faithful
in the discharge of this duty. And someday, suielhe not too distant fu-
ture, there will be no greater joy than to expeseethe confidence of our
dear Lord in a personal way: "Well done, thou gand faithful servant,
enter thou into the joy of thy lord."

Brother Matthew, Mississippi.

SNAPSHOTS.
Brief excerpts from historical publications.

Church Discipline

Virtually all the Anabaptists we know by name had experienced church
discipline at the hands of the Catholic and Pratdsthurch authorities.
We know their names precisely because they appeaifficial records
which describe the disciplinary action. What weapdall persecution was
regarded in the sixteenth century by those whatdid church discipline.
Anabaptists were always regarded as members of the churcked?ant or
Catholic, who had gone astray. The church autlesritherefore felt re-
sponsible for them.

This discipline was often severe, involving impriseent, torture, exile,
deprivation of property, and even death. The dsatttence as the ultimate
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act of discipline had a long history. In a societyvhich everyone was re-
garded as Christian there was no longer a worlal witich the offending
member could be excommunicated. The only way dingetid of an in-
corrigible heretic was to put him to death. Thiswdaly justified from the
Scriptures. (Further reading The Martyrs Mirror by Thieleman van Braght).

Anabaptists said that physical violence was not permitted theistian.
Therefore torture, imprisonment, and death werected as legitimate
means of discipline. Moreoveknabaptists saw a clear distinction between
church and world. When, therefore, someone wasnmerumicated, that
person was sent out of the church, God's kingdono, the world, the
kingdom of Satan. In this they followed the praetiof the pre-
Constantinian church which, too, had not resortedidlence in its church
discipline.

Anabaptists argued that the physical sword has no place incthech
since it belonged to the function of governmente Thinction of govern-
ment was strictly separated from that of the chu@bvernment officials,
therefore, had no right to exercise disciplinehia thurch in their official
role. That was the prerogative only of the congtiegaitself. Moreover,
the sword was a punitive instrument. Church disogl however, should
not be punitive in its final purpose, but redemetiAny disciplinary ac-
tion, therefore, was designed to bring an erringnimer back to the fold of
the church.

The following selections, however, reveal a consilke variety of views
on the question of discipline. All accept its nesigs they do not agree on
the manner of carrying it out. There was always@ng tendency to legal-
ism, in part because the unity and purity of therch were such high pri-
orities.

History shows that within North German and DutchaBaptism too,
guestions were raised about the degree to whictthktdiscipline ought to
be exercised. The argument of Menno Simons and Binkps that com-
mitment to the church outweighed commitment to rtieriage partner is
specifically rejected. Among the Dutch the practidediscipline became
excessively legalistic, even to the point of cortglie avoiding a spouse
under discipline. There, too, the process seenpuémly to have ne-
glected the first, private stages of the "rule,d amoved immediately to the
public stage where it produced anger, dissensiod, separation. Thus,
even though physical violence was rejected, whattaday call psycho-
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logical violence was very much in evidence.

It must be remembered, however, that the motivediscipline was the
preservation of the integrity of the church. It malkvays be in the context
of their time. Compared to the disciplinary measuoé the established
churchesAnabaptist church discipline was relatively benign.

Interrogation of Hans Bichter, 1525.

If anyone transgresses against the promise and eagmrent which they
give to those whom they baptize, him they excludd aut out from
among them.

Michael Sattler, Schleitheim Confession, 1527.

II. We have been united as follows concerning tae. @he ban shall be
employed with all those who have given themselwes ¢o the Lord, to
walk after [him] in his commandments; those whoéhbeen baptized into
the one body of Christ, and let themselves be @dltethers or sisters, and
still somehow slip and fall into error and sin, fgiinadvertently over-
taken, The same [shall] be warned twice privateig ¢ghe third time be
publicly admonished before the entire congregasiotording to the com-
mand of Christ (Mt. 18). But this shall be doneading to the ordering of
the Spirit of God before the breaking of breadlst we may all in one
spirit and in one love break and eat from one braad drink from one
cup.

Hans Denck, "Concerning True Love and the Love of @d." 1527.

For the children of love may not for the sake ofelact against love.
Here all the wise need wisdom and all the frienidSa@d need love so that
they do not prefer the love of man to the love odGFor whoever loves
someone, but not according to God's truth and Inates him. But if
someone hates another for the sake of divine lowdgves him more than
the former. But for the sake of love one may ndelanother beyond ear-
nestly admonishing him, and if he will not hear,aoid him with a sor-
rowing heart. This is also loving in truth. Her@ionsists the separation of
the children of God from the children of the wordshd also the ban or ex-
clusion of false brethren. This too must happery doi the sake of true
love, unless indeed one wishes to deny the bastheotovenant of the
children of God.
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When you hear your brother say something thatrége you do not im-
mediately argue with him, but listen to see whetiay be right and you
can also accept it. If you cannot understand himn ymist not judge him,
and if you think that he may be error, considet fleu may be in greater
error.

Menno Simons, "Admonition on Church Discipline," 1541.

Dear brethren, this is the true nature and minth@tchildren of God, who
are by grace converted in their hearts and withis€born of God the Fa-
ther. Therefore | beseech you as my sincerely leeldwethren, by the
grace of God—nay, | command you with holy Paul,tbg Lord Jesus
Christ, who at his coming will judge the living atite dead—diligently to
observe each other unto salvation, in all becomiags teaching, instruct-
ing, admonishing, reproving, warning, and consokagh other as occa-
sion requires, not otherwise than in accordanck thieé Word of God and
in unfeigned love, until we increase in God andopee united in faith and
in the knowledge of the Son of God, into one pdénfiean and according to
the measure of the gift of Jesus Christ. Epheglahs

Therefore take heed. If you see your brother sien tdo not pass him by
as one that does not value his soul; but if hisblcurable, from that mo-
ment endeavor to raise him up by gentle admondiweh brotherly instruc-
tion, before you eat, drink, sleep, or do anythetge, as one who ardently
desires his salvation, lest your poor erring brotierden and be ruined in
his fall, and perish in his sin.

But do not have anything to do, as the holy Pasl tamight and com-
manded, and do not eat, with people who being efagl driven by the
Spirit were baptized into the body of Jesus Chwgh us, that is, the
church, but afterwards, whether through false doetor a vain and carnal
life, reject and separate themselves from the laodlyfellowship of Christ,
no matter whether it be father or mother, sistdsrother, man or wife, son
or daughter, no matter who he be, for God's Wopliep to all alike and
there is no respect of persons with God. We sagidavm if lie rejects the
admonition of his brethren, done in sighing, tears] a spirit of compas-
sion and of great love, and if he neverthelessicoes in his Jewish doc-
trine of sword, kingdom, polygamy, and similar datgans; in the doctrine
of shameless confession to each other, of no slifamshameful acts], of
nakedness; as well as a doctrine that contradietgross of Christ, as, for
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example, that impurity is pure to the pure—all delship with evil work
such as attending the preaching of worldly preasherfant baptism,
worldly Lord's Supper, and similar abominationsas® drunkenness, ava-
rice, fornication, adultery, unseemly conversatieta,

But if he affectionately receives the admonitionhas faithful brethren,
confesses his fall, is truly sorry, promises to lster, and brings forth
fruits worthy of repentance, then no matter howhlas transgressed, re-
ceive him as a returning, beloved brother or sifet let him beware lest
he mock his God, for restoration with the brethdees not avail without
restoration before God. Let him be sure that hisdireg the admonition,
his sorrow, his promise of reformation, and hisifgte, are sincere be-
fore God who searches the hearts and reins andsatwiward thoughts
of men. If his heeding the admonition, his sorrpwgmise, and penitence,
are not sincere and from his heart, but halfheagation, mechanical, and
of a hypocritical exhibition, just because he doeswant to be thrown out
of the community of the brethren, he is still exeoumicated by Christ,
and is a hypocrite in the sight of God. Nor will be rated or judged by
God as anything else. For God the righteous Judge dot judge accord-
ing to the outward appearance, but according tontvard intention of the
heart.

Wherefore, brethren, understand correctly, no snexcommunicated or
expelled by us from the communion of the brethrentbose who have al-
ready separated and expelled themselves from Gheistnmunion either
by false doctrine or by improper conduct. For wendbwant to expel any,
but rather to receive; not to amputate, but rathdreal; not to discard, but
rather to win back; not to grieve, but rather tonéart; not to condemn, but
rather to save. For this is the true nature of as@ién brother. Whoever
turns from evil, whether it be false doctrine oinvfe, and conforms to
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, unto which he was beagbtisuch a one shall
not and may not be expelled or excommunicated éytbthren forever.

But those whom we cannot raise up and repentirghwe by admoni-
tion, tears, warning, rebuke, or by any other Giamsservices and godly
means, these we should put forth from us, not witlgyeat sadness and
anguish of soul, sincerely lamenting the fall amtidemnation of such a
straying brother; lest we also be deceived and#tdhy by such false doc-
trine which eats as does a cancer (2 Tim. 2); aatwe corrupt our flesh
which is inclined to evil by the contagion. Thus mest obey the Word of

-17 -
g Blessed be the Lord He hath heard my voice and supplications. j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 6 NO 9 - SEPTEMBER 200512

God which teaches and commands us so to do; asdntlurder that the
excommunicated brother or sister whom we cannovexdrby gentle ser-
vices may by such means be shamed unto repentawcenade to ac-
knowledge to what he has come and from what hallsnf In this way the
ban is a great work of love, notwithstanding itasked upon by the fool-
ish as an act of hatred.

Peter Riedeman, Account, 1542. Concerning Exclusio

Paul says, "Put away from among yourselves whaviis' Therefore in
the fear of God we observe and watch over one ano#iince the one
would protect and keep the other from all wrong &ndh such evil as de-
serves exclusion. Therefore do we watch over oo¢han telling each his
faults, warning and rebuking with all diligence.tBvhere one will not ac-
cept the rebuke, but disregards it, the matterosight before the church,
and if he hear not the church, then he is exclatetput out.

If, however, one be discovered in the gross andlgesins of which Paul
says, "If any man that is called a brother be aiéator, or covetous, or an
idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or a thiefaorobber, with such an one
ye must not even eat." Such an one is put out aolliaed or separated
from the church without admonition, since the ju@grnof Paul is already
spoken.

And if one is so excluded, we have nothing to dthwim: have no com-
pany with him, that he may be ashamed. Yet is Heccto repentance, that
perchance he may be moved thereby and return the guickly to God;
and where not, that the church may remain pureimmocent of his sin,
and bear not guilt and rebuke from God on his dehal

In all cases, however, a distinction is made, beatvho sins willfully be
punished according to the weight of his sin; anal ultitude of sins (1
Pet. 4-8) and judges all things in the best ligiven though it is concerned
about evil appearances and evil fruit, it nevegbglalways hopes for the
best.

In the same way, Christ covers our sin and shantkeriove and grace
which leads to improvement. Whoever presumes taddeand judge, be-
fore the revealing of guilt, is a thief and a muedtgJohn 10[1]). He runs
ahead of Jesus Christ, who alone is the revealgoofl and evil in the
heart.

On the other hand, if the sin and wickedness, ewiftem the revealed
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fruit, is revealed through wrath in the righteousshef Christ, one must be
ready to judge and decide with Christ, the truegdudtherwise, he too, is
a thief and a murderer. He runs behind Jesus Gingsthot with Christ. All
the elect of God, with Christ, judge in this timé&hwthe sword of the Spirit
through the Word, and not, as the world does, ti¢ghcarnal sword. They
will also decide at the last judgment.

No one may judge except he who has first judgedsamienced his own
life through the grace and mercy of God, wherebyhae pulled the beam
out of his eye. Then, very properly, in patiencemility, meekness, and
love, he may with the greatest care pull the slwar of his brother's eye
without hurting or irritating the eye. That is, eftall, how he has been
treated by God. And whoever brings someone to Chmia different way
for judgment, as the Jews brought the adulteressntan the temple, will
find himself, together with the hypocritical Jewsnning from Christ and
the adulteress in the temple. Open sinners wikretite kingdom of God
before these do. Christ tolerated them less thamathulteress. All trans-
gression is adultery before God, to whom man isoltetd.

Even the world does not judge anyone on the bddigarsay, suspicion,
or appearance, but only on the words of the accasedof reliable wit-
nesses. Christ also commands his own that alhtesty must be substanti-
ated by two or three witnesses. Only when evidérasebeen presented be-
fore the church, and he will not hear, does thgnuent begin with tribula-
tion, anxiety, sorrow of sins, reconciliation wiBod, and eternal life to all
who truly repent and believe in Jesus Christ ilaimed and promised.
On the other hand, disfavour, wrath and damnatrertlaeatened and an-
nounced against all unbelieving, rebellious, anstiobte people.

This word, together with the Holy Spirit, is thed@ge in the church of all
false brothers (1 Cor. 5:5; Rom. 10:16; 2 Tim. Z'8; 3:19[10]), against
all heretics, who after sufficient admonition da maprove, and all disor-
derly and disobedient persons. On the Lord's Dagther sentence will be
pronounced, as the Lord himself says. The churshréeeived this word
from God, by which, in the name of Jesus Christ] iemthe power of the
Holy Spirit she testifies, judges, receives andeéxpWhatever on earth
she thus binds or looses with the word and Spirthe Lord, is bound or
loosed in heaven.

Then again brotherly love is shown in this that aghas we serve one
another with active goodwill, not only in spiritualatters, but also with
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temporal gifts. We have received them from Godrateoto minister liber-
ally to the necessity of the saints (Rom. 12:18fo&ding to our ability.
Just as it was done in Israel of old, namely, & ¢fathered much manna
had nothing over, and he that gathered little hathok (Ex. 16:18; 2 Cor.
8:15). Thus the rich, who have received many teadpoossessions from
the Lord, are to minister to the poor therewith fRd.5:27; 1 Cor. 8:10)
and supply their need, so that the poor in turkesérem as they may have
need of their services.

Letter of Zylis and Lemke to Menno Simons, 1557.

Concerning shunning of brothers and sisters thae Hallen away we
should act as follows. First, the nature of the @iight to be considered,
and that any action is compatible with the WordCbfist and his apostles.
We must make determined efforts for the purity anelservation of the
church, and that the fallen brother and sisterrepg@red for repentance.
This must be done with moderation according towitaess of Scripture,
with aid, mercy, and helpfulness to them when reags Therefore, dear
brothers, it is our fervent prayer, and requesydo that, for the sake of
God's honour and praise, you will be satisfied aodtent with this solu-
tion. Thus we may finally be one people, at unibg gpeace with each
other. Then we may with one voice praise God, thnodesus Christ.
Amen.

We also fervently desire that the brothers inNle¢herlands do not coun-
sel husband and wife to separate in the ban. Damiadesice will follow
from it rather than God's praise and the welfarsafls. The command-
ment regarding marriage outweighs the one regashogning.

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE

"One basket had very good figs, even like the figg are first ripe: and
the other basket had very naughty figs, which cowtdbe eaten, they were
so bad" (Jeremiah 24:2).

"And that ye may put difference between holy antialy, and between
unclean and clean" (Leviticus 10:10).
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"For the word of God is quick, and powerful, anérger than any two-
edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asurmdesoul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner ofttlmights and intents of
the heart" (Hebrews 4:12).

"But my servant Caleb, because he had anothegfdiit] spirit with him,
and hash followed me fully, him will | bring inttné¢ land where into he
went; and his seed shall possess it" (Numbers )4:24

The above scriptures are correlative with the theme tenor of God's
holy Word. This is for man's happiness and salvatio

God's created world and "mother" nature are repleth distinctly
marked differences. Some examples are light ankhdas, heat and cold,
sweet and bitter, and north and south. These ojgsasever change but re-
tain the same principle. So also much of God's Wertters on teachings
and examples of good and bad, righteous and uengbkt pure and im-
pure, and carnal or spiritual.

One of the greatest spiritual contrasts is thelwaaid hatred of Satan ver-
sus the love and mercy of God. Who can really kiaoat understand the
depths and far-reaching effects of the wickednesk evil intent of the
devil and his angels? On the other hand, the s@mmgp Love of God," ex-
presses the contrast so well: "Could we with ink dltean fill, And were
the skies of parchment made; Were ev'ry stalk otheaquill, And ev'ry
man a scribe by trade; To write the love of GodvahdVould drain the
ocean dry; Nor could the scroll contain the whadleo' stretched from sky
to sky" (Christian Hymnal, No. 82).

The Laodicean church was reproved and asked totréeeause of their
lukewarm condition (neither cold nor hot). They ammtly had lost the
proving of the difference between righteousnesseaild Being lukewarm
is a very evident danger today.

God, His Word, and the Holy Spirit never changeGod's books, the
things that were sin two hundred years ago havedh® depth of evil to-
day. But the devil is a great master-blender, ngtnuth and untruth. This
was his scheme in enticing the first couple upanféte of the earth, and
his tactic was successful. Due to the multipliaity human inventions,
knowledge, affluence, and progressive technoldgg,avil one has a cer-
tain advantage to deceive multitudes, because ib&r@ clear demarcation
line of right and wrong. "And the great dragon weast out, that old ser-
pent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceivethwhole world: he was
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cast out into the earth, and his angels were edastith him" (Rev. 12:9).

In general, the moral principles of right and wrarg so grievously bro-
ken down compared to one hundred, or even fiftary@ago that it causes
one to wonder what the future holds. The worldlgteyn of permissive-
ness, blending truth and untruth and justifyingisia chaos system that re-
sults in much heartache, sadness, and ruined Mesthought or idea that
there are no clear absolutes, but everything eivel to how and why it
came about, is opposed to true Christian living.

We will need a sure foundation and anchor to semdlist all the confu-
sion and deception of our day. Who would not adhat God's people are
affected today? It is so much easier and comfattdbcompromise and go
with the crowd. If we are only religious, humangeaing tells us we're not
so bad but about average. This pleases the flatlsahe way of least re-
sistance. Where are the Josephs and Daniels wihatasid for the right
regardless of the cost?

The standard of right against wrong has always lleemallmark banner
of God's chosen people. It must be the same todag. through, go
through the gates; prepare ye the way of the pecpl& up, cast up the
highway [the way of truth]; gather out the stoné [sins]; lift up a stan-
dard for the people” (Isa. 62:10). The weaknessoakiction and clear di-
rection is usually progressive. What will a wealsgsus today do for our
posterity and future generations?

There is a vast difference between the narrow Vkay keads to eternal
life and the broad way that leads to eternal degtle.road of the Christian
and the worldling are miles apart, yet in some espwe walk side by
side—so beware!

Some pertinent matters today are pride, carnakity)dliness, and spiri-
tual shallowness, versus humility, spirituality,bgety, godliness, and
spiritual depth. Has God spoken to you on any es¢éhmatters, and do you
discern the difference? How can we sharpen ourepéon of vision and
conviction about sin, righteousness, and judgneeobime?

There needs to be clear teaching and examplew/éetll prey to the de-
vices of Satan. The Word warns us that in the end, the will encompass
the camp of the saints. This he is certainly ddoday; so the watchmen
must sound the trumpet. "And they shall teach ngpfethe difference
between the holy and profane, and cause them terdidbetween the un-
clean and the clean” (Ezek. 44:23).
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Finally, as the end of time draws near and is eatehe door, Christ and
the apostles give very sound teaching, sharplydaigi between truth and
error. The true seeker can know and live the mbrmdant life regardless
of the pace and darkness of the world. The bibks@mples of the proud
and the humble, the wise virgins and the fooligig ¢he sheep and the
goats are inspirational warnings to induce us tdl\gbving. Yes, we can
very well know that there is a difference.

On the Judgment Day, when every eye shall see Haresery knee shall
bow, the righteous will behold His glory and be tedfup to their heav-
enly home. Oh, how beautiful heaven must be! Theked will be re-
jected, left behind, sink lower and lower into tiwtomless pit, the lake of
fire that burns with fire and brimstone. What artendous difference! We
should never doubt, therefore, that the whole reafnChristian living
from the starting to the finish line is totally fifent from the way of the
flesh. Brother Richard, Kansas.

4)
Matthew S. Garman Myerstown, PA.

An Honeycomb
"Pleasant words art as an honeycomb, sweet toothle @and health to the

hones.”(Proverbs 16:24)

Envision fresh honeycomb dripping with purednailoney! What delec-
table, mouth-watering sweetness! Honey is not adiectable but also
healthful.

Both the sweetness and healthfulness of hdhesgrate pleasant words.
What are some pleasant words that are as sweettaosldsome as honey-
comb?

The words of God are pleasant words. Of all wagder spoken, these
are the sweetest and most beneficial. The psald@stared that God's
words are "sweeter also than honey and the hondyc@asalm 19:10).
Most sweets are best enjoyed in small quantities .t more we feast on
the Bible, the sweeter it becomes.

Jesus' words were pleasant words. When Jeslkedvan earth, all
"wondered at the gracious words which proceeded obubis mouth."
While some of His words of rebuke pricked guiltyats, all His words
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were motivated by love and wisdom. We marvel at ¢benpassionate
helpfulness of Jesus' speech. Jesus is indeedbauess model of pleasant
words.

Words of wisdom are pleasant words. The versegaing our text,
Proverbs 16:23, reveals the role of wisdom in @aaspeech: "The heart
of the wise teacheth his mouth, and addeth leatairgs lips." When wis-
dom teaches us what to say, our words will be pl#adVith wisdom's
help, even difficult things can be communicatechpémntly.

Friendly words are pleasant words. A genuineresgt in others is ex-
pressed by inquiring about the welfare of them tred family. A friendly
person is skilled at discovering the other persimtégests and steering the
conversation in that direction. Friendly words oégting and parting are
always in order. Too easily we omit the friendly rd® that help to
brighten life.

Kind words are pleasant words. When anotheresi@k mistake, a few
kind words can make him feel better. What do wevglagn a family mem-
ber causes us to be late? or when a cup of watgpilied in our lap at
mealtime? Is our speech always patient and kind?

Encouraging words are pleasant words. The mnoegghof life's pathway
may discourage even the strongest saint. Are wayredth encouraging
words to support the discouraged? When a brothgiven additional re-
sponsibility, assurance of our prayer support Wlp to strengthen him.
When a mother is burdened with the care of sickdodm, encouraging
words, accompanied by helpful deeds, will brigheesiark day. Encourag-
ing words to our children assure them of our lowe anderstanding.

"My son, eat thou ... honeycomb, which is sweeahy taste: so shall the
knowledge of wisdom be unto they soul" (Proverbd2414). As we feed

on the sweetness of God's words, our words withbde sweet.
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