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It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21)

So they read in the book in the law of God distinct-
ly, and gave the sense, and caused them to under-
stand the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8) Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth
the countenance of his friend. (Proverbs 27:17)
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We sing the hymn, Holy God,
We Praise Thy Name, and we
want to praise God. We want to
praise Hisname. In Chapter 3 of
Exodus, we have the account of
Moses, when Moses asked God
what His name was. He did not
specifically ask God, “What is
your name?’ but he said, “Who
shall | say that thou art?” “What
ishisname?what shall | say unto
them?’ (3:13) | do not think it

was because Moses did not know
God’s name.

| had to ask myself, as I
thought about these verses, what
did Moses mean? What did
God’'s answer to Moses mean
when He answered him? Thisis
the account of when Moses was
in the Wilderness. He saw the
bush burning and went close to
see what was happening. God
spoke to him. God commis-
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sioned him to go back to Egypt
and lead His people out of Egypt.
God said in verses 12-14, “And
he said, Certainly | will be with
thee; and this shall be a token
unto thee, that | have sent thee:
When thou hast brought forth the
people out of Egypt, ye shall
serve God upon this mountain.
And Moses said unto God,
Behold, when | come unto the
children of Israel, and shall say
unto them, The God of your
fathers hath sent me unto you;

and they shall say to me, What is
his name? what shall |1 say unto
them? And God said unto
Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and
he said, Thus shalt thou say unto
the children of Israel, | AM hath
sent me unto you. And God said
moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt
thou say unto the children of
Israel, The LORD God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob, hath sent me unto you:
thisis my name for ever, and this
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is my memoria unto al genera
tions.”

As we read and study the
Word, we find various names for
God in the Bible. However,
when Moses asked God, “What
should | tell these people that
your nameis?’ God said, “| AM
THAT | AM.” We have many
names for God. Sometimes we
hear the word, El-Shaddai which
means almighty God. Another
name that we havein the Bibleis
El-Elyon in the Hebrew, which
means God most high. There is
aso Elohim which means, “God
the everlasting,” but God did not
use those names when Moses
asked Him. God gave Him this
name, “I AM THAT | AM.” It
was a name that God had never
given to people before. It seems
asthough Moseswasthefirst one
to have ever heard this as God's
name.

In Exodus 6:2 we read, “And
God spake unto Moses, and said
unto him, | am the LORD: And |
appeared unto Abraham, unto
Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the
name of God Almighty, [EIl-
Shaddai] but by my name JEHO-
VAH,” (which is the name that
God gave Moses in chapter 3, “I
AM THAT | AM.” “JEHOVAH.
.." “but by my name JEHOVAH
was | not known to them.” Thus,
it seems asthough Moseswasthe
first person to learn that this was
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God’'s name. JEHOVAH iswhat
we cal it today. | wonder why
God (when Moses asked Him
what His hame was) would give a
new name to him.

Aswe study the Scriptures, we
could say that thisis God’s name
— JEHOVAH. The other names,
El-Shaddai, Elohim, describe
God. When the Hebrew’ s started
out . .. "“God,” and thought about
God's name, they used the name
JEHOVAH. It was a name that
was sacred. And it was a name
that they never pronounced,
because it was too sacred to pro-
nounce. Instead the Jews said
Adonai [Lord] when they got to
the word JEHOVAH. JEHOVAH
is God's name. It was a holy
name. When the scribes wrote
the Scriptures, when they came
to the word ‘JEHOVAH, they
would go and take a bath. Then,
they would come back, get a new
pen, and dip it in ink, and they
would write the name and throw
the pen away. | do not know how
many baths they would have
taken some days as they copied
the Scriptures, but it was a holy
name. It was a sacred name. It
was God’ s name.

What does the word JEHO-
VAH mean? What doesthe name
JEHOVAH mean? God did not
tell Moses, what that name
meant, and Moses did not ask
God what it meant. If we go



back to Genesis 1, when God cre-
ated the world, did you ever
notice chapter 1 of Genesis when
it talks about God? Here we have
God's name Elohim. “In the
beginning God created the heav-
en and the earth.” (verse1) “And
God said, Let there be light”
(verse 3) Then, we go over to
chapter 2 and we beginto get into
the account when the Lord, God,
created man. There, we have a
new nameinverse 4. “These are
the generations of the heavens
and of the earth when they were
created, in the day that the LORD
God made the earth and the heav-
ens” — JEHOVAH Elohim.
This really gives a definition of
that name.

| understand from Hiswordsto
Mosesin Exodus 3, that the name
implies that God is unchanging,
eternal, everlasting, self-existent,
and Heisagreat God. God says,
“I AM THAT | AM.” In chapter
1 of Genesis, as we noticed, it
says, God — Elohim. Thistaks
of God again asagreat, holy, and
an all-powerful God, and the
Creator of the universe. Then, in
chapter 2, we have the new name
added, JEHOVAH.

JEHOVAH is always used in
the Bible to speak about God,
when it refers to His persona
relationship with His creation.
Elohim refers to God as the
Creator, and a great one, and the
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who is above His creation, but
JEHOVAH refers to God as
God's name a persona hame —
as one who is intimately related
to His creation. It is interesting
in chapter 2, when we come to
the creation of man and woman,
the Scriptures says, “the LORD
God.” Notice in the Old
Testament that LORD is spelled
with capital letters.

In our Spanish Bible, it dways
says, “Jehova’ because this is a
literal trandlation of the Hebrew.
In English it says, “LORD,” but
that again with the capital letters.
Itisinteresting, when we cometo
chapter 2, it begins to talk about
man, God's relationship with
man, God walking with man and
God talking with man. Then, we
have “JEHOVAH,” the persona
God, the Almighty God, the One
who is great above us, and
greater than us, but the One who,
though He is great, the Creator,
self-existent, and the Eternal
One, reaches down to us, relates
to us, cares for us, touches us,
holds us in His arms, and sup-
plies our needs. Thisis a beauti-
ful picture and that is the picture
that | think God was giving to
Moses when He said, “I AM

THAT | AM.” None of uswalk
around saying, “I AM. We
aways say, “I am happy. | am

sad,” or “I am tired.” God is the
only One who can say, “I AM/”



because He changes not.
(Maachi 3:6) God is aways the
same. Therefore, He is the “I
AM,” and He needs no descrip-
tive words, because He never
changes. Heiswhat He is, and
Heiswhat He will aways be.

God is an uncaused God. He
is One who was never created.
Though God makes, He was
never made. He is an uncaused
God, and He is an ungoverned
God. We are governed — the
weather determines what we
wear. The terrain tells us how to
travel, gravity dictates our speed,
and health determines our
strength. We are governed by so
many things. We can challenge
those things, we can order them
perhaps, but we can never move
them. However, God is “I AM
THAT | AM.” He is uncaused
and ungoverned. HeisGod. We
cannot hide from Him. David
said, “Whither shall | go from thy
spirit? or whither shall | flee
from thy presence?” (Psalm
139:7) Thereis no place that he
could go. | am thankful that we
have this kind of God to be with
us— thiskind of father. We have
alot of changein our world today
— relationships change, hedlth
changes, the weather changes,
but our God who ruled the earth
last night will be the same God
who rulesit today.

God has the same convictions,
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the same plan, the same love for
us. Heisastable point for usin
a changing world. We need that
stable point. It is interesting
when David wrote the
Shepherd’'s Psalm he said, “The
LORD is my shepherd.” The
LORD is JEHOVAH, the
Almighty one, the unchanging
one. Heisalso the One, who isso
much greater than us, and who is
our shepherd. We can have a per-
sonal relationship with Him. We
can praise Him. We can wak
with Him.

Therefore, when we face the
eements of life, the storms of
life, the afflictions of life, and the
sicknesses, the worries, fears,
disappointments and sorrows,
when we feel likewe feel like we
are too wesak, or too confused to
control anything, or we feel as
though we are in a situation that
seemsimpossible, we need a God
who is JEHOVAH.

We need God, who is
unchanging. who is mighty, and
greater than anything that we can
face in life. However, a the
same time, we need God, who is
personal, who reaches down to
us, calms us, touches us with His
love, and gives us peace, confi-
dence, and security. May we
continue to “Abide under the
shadow of the Almighty.” (Psam
91:1)



L essons From Anabaptist History:
Steadfastnessin Discipleship

Our Lord Jesus is yet calling,
“Follow me.” | think that call has
echoed and is echoing to ustoday
through the corridors of time
from the time when Christ
walked upon this earth and called
those to follow Him in a person-
al way. Thiscall isyet persona
today. With that cal, there is
gualification. Christ is saying to
us, “Whosoever doth not bear his
cross, and come after me, cannot
be my disciple.” (Luke 14:27)

We are looking at “Lessons
From Anabaptist History,” partic-
ularly “ Steadfastness in
Discipleship.” Christ is yet call-
ing. He is sending forth. The
background Scripture that |
would invite you to meditate on
isthat of Christ sending forth His
disciples and directing them,
found particularly in Matthew
10:16-39. As we review these
verses, we can readily identify
the Scriptural directives which
directed the saints, direct the
saints of al time and direct our
lives today.

Aswe consider that era of time
(particularly as we draw lessons
from Anabaptist history) our
opportunity to address this sub-
ject and to draw lessonsis owing
first to the faithfulness of God as
He (I could say) fanned the flame
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of truth. We arelooking at an era
of time when we often say the
fire of truth was burning rather
low. God fanned that flame and
gtirred within a faithful few (a
remnant) drawing and calling, for
them to steadfastly follow their
Lord.

How does this reach us today?
Why do we address these topics?
Every saint (every Christian) is
part of what we could call the
“scarlet thread,” — the scarlet
line. Sometimes we refer to that
in relation to the Old Testament
saints looking forward to Christ,
those who lived and died in faith.
Christ came through part of that
line of the faithful remnant of
saints. My thought is that we
each today can be part of that
scarlet thread, that line of the
faithful remnant which reaches
from Cavary till now and will
reach theend of time. | say every
believer (every Christian) can be
part of that scarlet line. Further,
this legacy is recorded for us to
learn from and to live by. This
legacy is referred to as the
account. It is history lived and
manifested by those who stead-
fastly followed their Lord. We
are privileged to share in as
recipients today because of a
faithful few who wholeheartedly



answered the call of Christ.

That call has qualification.
Jesus says further in Luke 9:23,
“If any man will come after me,
let him deny himself, and take up
his cross daily, and follow me”
The call to discipleship encom-
passesall of our life. Thereisnot
one portion of our life as disci-
ples which we can say now,
“This does not fall under the call
of the Lord Jesus.” No, rather it
is a cal that encompasses all of
our life.

Seadfastness in discipleship.
| would briefly define my title as,
“the firmness of belief and the
adherence to the life and teach-
ings of Jesus Christ and His
apostles” Turn with me to the
Gospel of John 8. We want to
draw lessons from Anabaptist
history. The Scriptures were the
basisto call each and every disci-
ple to steadfastness. We want to
hear that call. We want to affirm
that call in our own hearts as we
seek to draw lessons from histo-
ry. In John 8, we have the words
of Jesus coming to us concerning
discipleship. The context — we
would say quite a few were pro-
fessing a belief in Jesus. Jesus
brought each one to the firm
manifestation of discipleship.
Notice what He says, “Then said
Jesus to those Jews which
believed on him, If ye continuein
my word, then are ye my disci-
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ples indeed; And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make
you free” (John 8:31, 32) We
note the cal to steadfastness, “If
ye continue in my word, then are
ye my disciples indeed.”
Continue — steadfastness in dis-
cipleship. Again, we have the
thought of firmness, holding on
to, adherence. There are many
Scriptures and | will not turn to
them all. In our own heart, the
call of the Scriptures is to faith-
fulness, adherence, holding on,
holding fast, striving, and to
seeking. We are looking at our
opportunity to have eternal secu-
rity. Yes, it is conditiona upon
our firm belief and our adherence
to the life and teachings of Jesus
Christ and His apostles. It isour
opportunity to have eternal secu-
rity as we are faithful in disciple-
ship — steadfast.

We want to draw lessons. |
have chosen to focus largely
upon the early period of time of
Anabaptist history. We are |ook-
ing a an era of the 15, 16,
1700’s, but it would be my desire
as we identify lessons from that
era that we can challenge our
hearts today. Our experience is
not identical to that era, in rela-
tion to the circumstances sur-
rounding our lives as disciples
today. | think we need to confess
that we have been granted some
extra comforts in our day, from



our heavenly Father and the
opportunities that we have as dis-
ciples of the Lord Jesus today.
We are, however, drawing these
lessons from an era of time when
the opportunities surrounding the
lives of the saints, was not like
what we enjoy today. There are
further lessons that we can glean,
and perhaps we will touch on
this. We can see the circum-
stances, particularly as we identi-
fy the testing and trial of faith
that came to those who endeav-
oured to be steadfast in disciple-
ship when those times of perse-
cution lessened. Then, we can
draw lessons further how the
tests came to them when the cir-
cumstances became more con-
genial, as we say sometimes.
Was it more congenia to stead-
fastness in discipleship? Thisis
certainly a challengeto us.

1) Thefirst lesson | would like
to glean particularly as we focus
on the early era of the Anabaptist
history is that the Reformation
was a result of those who desired
to be steadfast in discipleship.
We are thinking of the time, as |
aready identified, when the
flame of truth (the manifestation
of God’swill upon earth) the fire
of truth was burning rather low.
God kindled that flame in hearts
to stir within them to yet rise to
the call of Scriptures. Thus, the
Reformation | am referring to is
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the time when there were those
who had experienced that stirring
and call and responded to it. We
need to qualify this first lesson
because as we read, we can
understand that while there was
in the hearts of some a stirring
and a beginning to follow their
Lord, yet they failed to go al the
way. They failed to be faithful in
discipleship in answering that
call. However, we can say the
Reformation was aresult, and we
cansay itinour timeisaresult of
that work in our hearts and a
desire to be steadfast.

2) Another lesson we can
glean is that history clearly
reveals that not every reformer
(referring to those who sought to
take a stand for truth) cameto, or
called others to true discipleship.
We can cite a few examples.
Those of uswho have had oppor-
tunity to study Anabaptist history
can recognize names of individu-
als who began to answer that call
but failed to go all the way.
Zwingli and Martin Luther are
only a beginning of a few names
that we could give. History
reveals that they failed to come
to, aswell asto call othersto true
discipleship.

3) Our third lesson we can
glean is that true discipleship
runs counter to the popular reli-
gious belief of the day. How true
itisfor ustoday. Aswefocuson



that era and see how they felt
within, and the call of the
Scriptures, and sought to answer
that call immediately, it brought
them to realize that they needed
to break with the popular reli-
gious belief of their day. In par-
ticular we can identify the
Roman Catholic state church.
They needed to break with it
because true discipleship, the call
of the Scriptures, was calling
them to rise to an expression of
discipleship which those of the
popular churches of the day
failed to answer. How truethisis
today for us. True discipleship
runs counter to the popular reli-
gious (we would say)
Christendom today.

Using aquote | found in prepa-
ration for this assignment,
“Anabaptism was a more earnest
effort than the other Protestant
groups to break with religious
and ecclesiastica tradition, in
order to render absolute obedi-
ence to the text of Scripture”
That further helps us to under-
stand the call that came to break.
Yes, there was not a lack of reli-
gion or lack of, what this writer
identified as ecclesiastical tradi-
tion — identifying the church as
directing on€’ sreligious exercise.
True discipleship runs counter to
popular religious belief.

Further, this same writer says,
“They had sound principles of
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interpretation as well as determi-
nation.” This is identifying the
faithful few, the Anabaptists
those who answered faithfully
the call to discipleship. He says,
“They had sound principles of
interpretation as well as determi-
nation to make the Bible alone
the norm of their faith and prac-
tice. They held to Biblical doc-
trines of God, man, sin, salva-
tion.” We say they are very basic
doctrines, and many today will
say, “Well, we believe those doc-
trines as well.” However, it did
not stop there with the believing.
We are thinking of steadfastness
in discipleship. Discipleship is
taking up the cross and bearing it
in obedience to the Scriptures.
Yes, thereisthe firm belief in the
doctrines of God, man, sin and
salvation, but further they
believed in the high calling and
place of the Church. They called
others to follow them together as
brethren, to enter into commit-
ment, faithfulness, expression of
discipleship, that again called
them to make a clear break with
the popular religious belief of
their day.

Thus, we can say that
Anabaptism was aresult of afew
who followed God and alowed
God to work into their hearts
through the reading of His Word
as well as an earnest determina-
tion to follow God in everything.



In everything — notice not only
in part of our life, but in all of
life. Again, one writer worded it
this way, “There was no choice,”
(I would add the word “other,”)
“There was no other choice. God
had to be obeyed at the cost of
liberty of life and for this step,”
(we could say for this choice)
“they were willing to part with
possessions, friends, family, and
even life itself” This is stead-
fastness in discipleship. For this
choice, to answer the call, to take
up the cross and follow their
Lord, they were willing to part
with possessions, friends, family
and even lifeitself.

4) Further, we can glean the
lesson that they did not allow
themselves to be terrified by fire,
water, sword, or executioner. No
human being and nothing on
earth could take anything from
their hearts. They preferred to
die the bitterest death, rather than
to forsake the truth that they had
cometo know and love. What is
the lesson we are learning or
gleaning? What is it that we
would allow? Is there anything
that we would allow to terrify us
or to draw us away? We are
thinking of steadfastnessin disci-
pleship. They did not alow
themselves to be terrified by fire,
water, sword or executioner.

5) Another lesson we can
glean isthat from the shedding of
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this innocent blood (I would call
it) identifying those who were
faithful and steadfast in disciple-
ship, there was a light and a tes-
timony for those around. Those
who viewed, knew, watched, and
witnessed. From this shedding
of innocent blood there arose a
fruit. Many were moved as they
viewed the lives of those who
followed their Lord faithfully
and endured to the end in faith-
fulness. Many more were moved
to serious thought.

We are thinking of lessons that
we can glean as we consider
steadfastness of discipleship.
The challenge and the call comes
to us; is there such a message
going forth from our lives? No,
we may not be called to shed our
blood or to give our life as many
were called to in the era of time
we are focussing on. We are
called today to follow in faithful-
ness. This light can reach, and
will reach yet, to others. They
were moved, yes, to serious
thought as they viewed and wit-
nessed this innocent blood being
shed. They were moved to order
their life, thinking, and striving
in preparation for that future as
identified already the
Scripture from John 14 — to pre-
pare for that place that is pre-
pared for the saints of al times.
They were steadfast in disciple-
ship.



| would like to yet further iden-
tify seven (what | could call)
tokens, or signs of steadfastness
in discipleship. | have chosen
these from the era of the early
time of Anabaptism. | would like
to use these to challenge us fur-
ther to our own steadfastness in
discipleship. The first | would
identify, | already introduced in
my former thoughts. 1) First is
the need for firm stand upon the
Scriptures in face of false accu-
sations and misinterpretations
whereby they, or (we could say
we) may be tempted to recant.
Again this focusses on those who
would come in upon the faithful
disciples and quote Scriptures, or
bring in thoughts which seek to
draw or cal us away from fol-
lowing the way of true disciple-
ship. Many would seek to call us
away or call ustorecant. How is
it with ustoday? Arewe willing
to stand firmly on the Scriptures
in face of those who today would
question, mock, or scorn our
stand? Remember, it will not be
popular to follow Christ. We are
called to stand firmly.

2) Secondly, | would cite par-
ticularly the response of the
faithful disciples in the time of
Anabaptist history and down
through time aswell. They firm-
ly stood in relation to nonresis-
tance, in giving themselves over
to their persecutors, yielding
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themselves into the hands of
those whom they knew likely
would be the ones who would
lead them to their death and their
passing from time. This is one
area of broadening the thought of
the firm stand upon the
Scriptures, in the area of nonre-
sistance. For the message | think
we will broaden into other areas.
The call for usis to stand firmly
upon the truth of Scripturesinthe
area of nonresistance. Now isthe
time to build conviction and
practice ourselves and our hearts
daily in nonresistance. The call
isto “Resist not evil.” (Matthew
5:39) We are to give no resist-
ance to evil. The challenge was
already brought how that comes
to us even as we drive the high-
ways.

3) Thirdly, another token or
sign of steadfastness, are the
words of exhortation to fellow
Christians as those faithful ones
were led to their place of execu-
tion or suffering. They gave
words of encouragement and
exhortation to fellow believers, to
yet encourage and strengthen
their hearts. This call comes to
each of us. Are we giving those
words to strengthen one anoth-
er's aims in the Lord and to
encourage one another? Further,
they gave words of exhortation to
those around them who were not
faithful — to someone who had



once stood where they stood but
had been drawn away, as well as
many who had never answered
thecall. Thefaithful few earnest-
ly called to their spectators, as
well as even to their execution-
ers. They called them to repen-
tance and amendment of life. It
was an expression of steadfast-
Ness.

4) Fourthly, they gave clear
expressions of humble worship.
Again, this broadens the thought
of their knowledge of the
Scripture, and knowing what
Jesus had told them. Jesus teach-
es us, “The disciple is not above
his master.” (Matthew 10:24;
Luke 6:40) As we answer the
call to discipleship we think of
the expressions of humble wor-
ship that of quoting Scripture, the
earnest prayer, and the exuberant
praise to lift our hearts. We
understand the place which
singing fills in our hearts to
strengthen and direct our
thoughts. Singing helps to chan-
nel and curb the thoughts that
would be tempting usto recant or
to “draw back unto perdition.”
Asthe Scriptureiscalling, we are
not among those, “who draw
back,” but among those who
“believe to the saving of the
soul.” (Hebrews 10:39) Thus, it
is an expression of humble wor-
ship. Are we filled with the
Spirit and our hearts filled with
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the Word? Have we hid the Word
in our hearts? Are our lives
bathed with prayer and do we
give expression of praise?

5) Fifthly, another token |
believe is that of writing of let-
ters. 1 would liketo challenge us,
and | believethisisan areawhere
many are entering, and can enter,
and should enter into. We have
records of quite a number of let-
ters written by those who were
steadfast and faithful in follow-
ing their Lord. These letters, |
believe, stimulated, first of al, a
personal faith. When we put
something into writing, there is
thought that goes into that. As
those faithful disciples wrote
those letters they had large por-
tions of Scripture and they were
hand written. These letters stim-
ulated their personal faith. It
reached and spoke to them, and
called them aso to faithfulness.

6) Sxthly, 1 would cite as a
token of faithfulness, the uplifted
hands. If you would read those
accounts, they were no longer
able to speak because of the lim-
itations that man had put upon
their earthen vessal. Yet, those
who could would raise their
hands. | would challenge us as
the Scriptures do in 1 Timothy
2:8, where it cals us to lift “up
holy hands, without wrath and
doubting.” Think how those
areas identify steadfastness in



discipleship. Lifting up of the
hands identifies entreaty. Lifting
up of the hands can identify
thankfulness. Lifting up of the
hands can identify dependence.
The call is to steadfastness. Are
we lifting up our hands?

7) Seventhly, | would identify
what | would call the “glow of
glory, that surrounded the faith-
ful ones. It was the testimony of
the presence of God as they came
to the end and close of their
earthly life. It was a glow of
glory which others could see, and
behold. It was none other than
the presence of God — the Spirit
of God with them as God prom-

ised yes, to Israel through Moses,
“My presence shall go with
thee.” (Exodus 33:14) It wasthat
same presence which strength-
ened our Saviour as He faced the
cross there in the Garden. The
Scripture says, “And there
appeared an angel unto him from
heaven, strengthening him.
(Luke 22:43) Will we be among
the faithful today who are stead-
fastly adhering to the Scriptures
and following the Lord Jesus
Christ? The promiseis, “He that
endureth to the end shall be
saved.” (Matthew 10:22)
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Book Reprint (Continued)
One Hundred Lessons In Bible Study

L ESSON 20.
Solomon.

Domestic life.

1.  Son of David and Bathsheba. — 2 Samuel 12:24.

2. A man of peace. — 1 Chronicles 22:5, 8, 9.

3. Hiswives and concubines. — 1 Kings 11:1-3.

4.  Their effect upon him. 1 Kings 11:4; Nehemiah 13:26.

I[I. Domestic reign.

1. Anointed king over Israel. — 1 Kings [:39; 2:12; 1
Chronicles 28:5; 29:20-25.

2. Adonijah submits to him. 1 Kings 1:41-53.

3. TheTemple.

a Built. — 1 Kings 6; 2 Chronicles 3; 4.

b. Dedicated. — I Kings 8.

c.  Solomon’s blessings and prayer. — 1 Kings 8:12-61;
2 Chronicles 6.

d. Sacrifices. — 1 Kings 8: 62—66; 2 Chronicles 7:4—7.

e.  God'scovenant with Solomon. — 1 Kings 9:1-9; 2
Chronicles 7:12-22.

NOTE. — this, like al of God's covenants, was conditional upon
the faithfulness of man. In our covenant relation with God, let us
remember that God is always true to His promises. If the covenant is
broken, Is our fault, not God’s.

4.  Hispossessions. — 1 Kings 10.

5. Domestic troubles.

a Cause. — 1 Kings 11:1- 13; 2 Chronicles 10:4.
b. Hadad. — 1 Kings 11:14-22.
C. Rezon. — 1 Kings 11: 23-25.
d.  Jeroboam. 1 Kings 11:26-40.
6.  Death of Solomon. — 1 Kings 11:43; 2 Chronicles 9:31

[11.  Foreign policy.
1.  Marries Pharaoh’s daughter. — 1 Kings 3:1.
2. Formsaleague with Hiram, king of Tyre, for the erection of
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the Temple. — 1 Kings 5:9; 11-14; 2 Chronicles 2.

NOTE. — Solomon made three aliances: (1) with heathen kings,
(2) with heathen wives, (3) with heathen worship.

3.  Received tribute from surrounding nations. — 2 Chronicles
9:42.

4. Foreign commerce. — 1 Kings 9:26-28; 2 Chronicles 3:17,
18; 9:20-28

NOTE. — A splendid showing before the world; but listen to
Solomon’ s own testimony. (Ecclesiastes 2:1-11.)

V. Hisreligion.
1. Prayer for wisdom and the answer. — 1 Kings 3:5-15;
4:29-31.
2. Sacrifices. — 1 Kings 8:62—66; 2 Chronicles 7:4—7.
3. God's Covenant with him. — 1 Kings 9:1-9
4.  Led off into idolatry. — 1 Kings 11:4.

V.  Hisglory.
1. His wisdom. — 2 Chronicles 9:1-6, 23.
2. His court. — 2 Chronicles 9:4.
3. His throne. — 2 Chronicles 9:17-19.
4, His wedth. — 2 Chronicles 9:22.
5. His dominion. — 1 Kings 4:21; 2 Chronicles 9:26.
6. A comparison. — Luke 12:27.

VI. From thelife of Solomon we, learn —

1.  That God is generous in His response to unselfish prayer.

2.  That God's promises are conditional upon man’s faithful-
Ness.

3. That an aliance with worldly people leads to complications
in worldly wickedness.

4.  That peace brings prosperity.

5. That looseness in morals on the part of parentsis apt to be
transmitted to children.

6.  That marriage with unbelieversis apt to lead to abominable
idolatries.

7.  That a pompous display of worldly glory is always at the
expense of others’ happiness.

8.  That the most dangerous period of a man’s life is when the
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world honors him.
9.  That there are bitter dregs in every cup of worldly pleasure.
10. Thatitispossiblefor the wisest of men to fall.

Compare Solomon with David.
Was Solomon’ s wisdom worldly or divine
Relate a few instances giving proof of Solomon’s wisdom.
4. Do we understand from Solomon’s proverb that he repented
again in hislast days?
5. Mention some of Solomon’s greatest mistakes.

LESSON 21.
The Kingdom Divided.

wpNpE

Causes.

1.  Solomon’'sidolatry. — 1 Kings 11:4-11.

NOTE. — Thiswas the principal cause (1 Kings 12:15). The other
causes were of secondary importance.

2. Solomon’s oppression. — 1 Kings 12:4.

NOTE. — A natural consegquence of kingly splendor. When aruler
revelsin luxury, his subjects usualy suffer.

3. Weakness of Rehoboam. (See 1 Kings 12:1-15; 18.)

4, Popularity of Jeroboam. (See 1 Kings 11:28; 12:3, 12, 20; 2
Chronicles 10: 3)

Il.  TheDivision.— 1 Kings 12:16-20.

1. Policy of Rehoboam.

1.  Isforbidden to fight against Jeroboam. 1 Kings 12:21-24; 2
Chronicles 11:1-4.

NOTE. — Thisseemsfor atimeto have had afavorabl e effect upon
Rehoboam, which leads us to think that he was not as wicked as he was
weak.

2. Strengthens his kingdom. — 2 Chronicles 11:5-12.

3. Threeyears of upright life. — 2 Chronicles 11:17.

NOTE. — Three years of prosperity, during which time the Levites
in Jeroboam’s kingdom came over to Judah, and Benjamin appears to
have been won.

4.  His polygamous inclinations. — 2 Chronicles 11:18-23.

5. Wicked reign and results. — 2 Chronicles 12.
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IV. Policy of Jeroboam.

1.  Pansfor keeping his subjects loyal — 1 Kings 12:26-33

NOTE. — Jeroboam’s first act was to break faith with God. God
had raised him to his lofty position; could He not sustain him there?
Instead of going to the Lord for instruction as to what he should do, he
seems to have taken al credit for his success to himself and communes
with his own precious self as to the best course to pursue. No wonder be
drifted off into idolatry. Having forsaken the true God, there was nothing
left to worship but idols.

2. Defiles the priesthood. — 1 Kings 12:31, 32.; 13:33, 34; 2
Chronicles 11:13-17.

3. Judgment upon the house of Jeroboam. — 1 Kings 13:1, 2;
14:7-16.

V.  Warsbetween the rival kings. — 1 Kings 14:30; 15:6; 2 Chronicles
12:15.

V1. Thoughts on the lesson.

1.  When we read of the perpetual quarrels between the rival
kings, we cannot but reflect that they were both wrong. When God is
decidedly on one side, quarrels are short- lived.

2. Rehoboam missed two golden opportunities: (1) when the
people offered to serve him on condition that he lighten their burdens; (2)
when, after three years of submission to divine authority, he turned back
to hisformer sinful ways. He lacked two things essential to a great mind:
(1) decision of character, (2) self denial.

3. Jeroboam’s fatal weakness was his ambition. God was dis-
pleased with the reigning house of Israel, and raised up Jeroboam as the
head of the more powerful of therival kingdoms. Forgetting that thiswas
the work of God, and not of himself, be endeavored to immortalize his
name by setting up idol worship. The world knows the result. We
remember Jeroboam as a failure. Had he chosen to substitute fidelity to
God for personal ambition, his name might today stand out on alevel with
Abraham and Moses and David. Ambition is a curse to any man.

4.  When a church is torn up in factions, some argue that the
proper thing isdivision for the sake of peace. Well, Isradl tried it; but was
there peace? Did not the same turbulent, factional, pusillanimous, devil-
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ish spirit continue the strife among the factions until the kingdom was
completely destroyed? Better argue in favor of a general falling down
upon the knees and a sincere prayer to God that He may remove the con-
tentious spirit.

1. Compare the personal characters of Rehoboam and
Jeroboam.

2. Did Jeroboam’ s erection of new altars haveits desired effect?

3. Towhat extent was Solomon responsible for the wickedness
of Rehoboam?

4.  To which division does the lineage of Christ belong?

5. What does Rehoboam’s response to his oppressed subjects
teach us?

Children’s Book Reprint (Continued)
THE FOLLY OF PROCRASTINATION;
OR, THE STORY OF CHARLES AND EDWARD MARTIN.

Revised and Reprinted © 2003
THE TEST
ON one Friday afternoon when he becomes a man.”

the vacation, of which we have “When would you have us
spoken, began, the boys came begin, father?’
home through the orchard, where “Well, as the ground is aready
they found their father, saw in ploughed and harrowed it can be
hand, busily pruning the trees. easly laid out and planted. It is
He called them and went with rather too late to do anything to it
them into the next field, where he this evening. But you can go
gave to each a little patch of rich down to the barn and see that the

ground, in which they might raise spades, rakes, and hoes are in
anything they pleased. Hekindly order. | brought some new ones

promised to give them whatever home for you today; and you will
seeds or advice they needed, and have to put handles to them your -
added, selves”

“Now, my dear children, | hope “Thank you, thank you, dear
you will show a little care and father,” said the boys, “ if tomor-
industry, for | generally expect row should be afine day we'll go
that as a boy manages his garden, right to work.”
so he will manage hisfarm, when “As you please,” replied their
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father, and returned to the
orchard. Charles and Edward
went off to the barn to see after
their new tools, and were soon
merrily a work, al the while
chatting about their gardens, and
many were their plans as to what
it was best to sow, the shape of
the beds, width of the drills, and
such like.

They had worked about an
hour. Charles's share was fin-
ished, and only one hoe of
Edward’'s remained to be fitted
with a handle. Charles looked at
his nice tools with a good deal of
satisfaction, and said, “There
now, Edward, my work isdonein
time, for once. | believe you are
right; it is best when anything is
to be done, to do it directly. 1I'll
try and follow your example, and
procrastinate no more, I'm
resolved. Then too, maybe, I'll
regain father’ sand Mr. Charlton’s
good opinion.”

“I hope so, | am sure’”
answered Edward affectionately.
At this moment they were called
by their mother. She wished
Edward to go on an errand to her
sister's across the bridge, and
Charles to take aletter to the post
office.

The lighthearted children set
off in different directions and
returned about dusk. The family
had taken tea, so Charles and
Edward sat down to eat their sup-
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per together. Ned was still think-
ing of the plants he was to raise,
but it was clear that Charles had
taken something else into his
head.

“Ned,” said Charles speaking
softly, as soon as his father had
left theroom, “here! | want to tell
you something.”

“What is it?" asked Edward,
smiling at his brother’s mysteri-
ousair.

“Why, as | was at the post
office, | met George Jones.
George came with me nearly half-
way home. He told me that
Arthur and William had come
home to spend a week, and they
are all going to C— , for apicnic
andfishing. Oh! thereisgoingto
be a glorious time; they will pack
a lunch and the fish are biting
good. They are going tomorrow,
and George wants you and me to

go aong.”
“Oh, how | should like to go”
cried Edward. “l have a great

mind to go,” but he checked him-
self. “No, no, | cannot; ‘Business
before pleasure! Our gardens,
Charles, you know—our gardens!
I’m sure father expects usto go to
work tomorrow, and when he is
so kind it would be wrong to dis-
appoint him.

“l wonder if he would let us
go.”

“I don't know, but | think we
had better stay at home.”



“I'll ask father. I'll take his
advice.” And Charles, quite satis-
fied with this resolution, set off
in search of father, leading his
half-unwilling brother by the
hand. “Father! dear father! Mr,
Jones's boys have come home
and are going tomorrow for apic-
nic and fishing; they want
Edward and me to go along, may
we go, father?’

“Mr. Martin looked steadily at
his sons, and after a moment’s
pause gravely answered, “I
thought you were going to plant
your gardens.”

“Oh yes, we meant to do so
until I met George Jones. But,
father, you know we can't often
go fishing, and our gardens can
wait one day.”

“If they wait one day, they
must wait two days, for the day
after tomorrow is Sunday.
Recollect that. Edward, do you
want to go too?”’

The boy hung down his head,
and modestly replied, “I should
like to go on the picnic and do
some fishing much, father, but |
don't like to leave my work
undone.”

Mr. Martin mused a little
longer, and at last said, “My dear
children, as for Mr. Jones's sons,
it isbut fair that they should have
a holiday when Arthur and
William have just come home,
after being so long away. They

are well behaved, carefully
brought up boys, and | am sure
will not lead you into mischief
nor danger. | cannot be always
with you, and you must learn to
think and judge for yourselves as
soon as you can. | have given
you precepts; you must your-
selves learn to apply them. You
may go or stay, as you please; |
shall not be displeased whatever
you decide.”

Experience had taught Mr.
Martin the importance of teach-
ing young people practicaly to
apply the general precepts they
have been taught.

Many people think for their
children, to save them the trouble
of thinking for themselves; and
are perfectly satisfied if the latter
yield obedience to their express
commands. Such acourse leaves
young people as soon asthey quit
the paternal roof, like ships with-
out apilot sailing by a dangerous
coast. It is perfectly right that
children should obey the com-
mands of their parents, but it is
not all they should do. They
should learn to govern their con-
duct by fixed principles of right,
which, with God's blessing, will
inall circumstances furnish them
with aguide.

Charles tried to persuade him-
self that after the permission he
had obtained, he had a right to
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Edward, on the other hand,
clearly saw, that their father, in
alowing them to decide for
themselves, aimed at exercising
their judgment and strengthening
their characters. He resolved to
stay, and to carry out his maxim,
“Business before pleasure.”

After the wusual Family
Worship was ended, the family
retired to rest. Charles and
Edward were soon asleep, though
it is doubtful whether both of
them did not dream of the picnic.

The next morning they arose
early, and after breakfast, and
their usual morning duties were
done, they went to the barnyard,
where we have first introduced
them to thereader. Charles, with
his hands in the pockets of his
roundabout, was leaning against
the fence; and Edward wasfitting
a handle to the hoe he had left
unfinished. Charles seemed fully
to have made up his mind to go.

Edward was putting him in
mind of the resolution he had
formed the evening before,
which was to give up his habit of
procrastination. Alas! there was
no temptation before him when
he made the good resolve; and
temptation is the fire which tries
our virtue.

Charles relied too much on his
own strength, and sought no
other aid to carry out his good
design: consequently it was “as
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the morning cloud, and as the
early dew that passeth away.”
(Hosea 13:3).

He listened good humouredly
to his brother’s arguments, but
had contrived to persuade him-
self that, as his father had given
permission, he might very law-
fully please himself. So he said,

“Well, Ned, you are welcome
to do asyou please, but | shall go
with Mr. Jones's boys, and I'll
reckon we'll have somereal fun”

Don’'t you think father would
rather we were usefully
employed, than having such fun
as you anticipate?’

“Why, yes; but one day won't
make any difference, and then |
can go to work busily on Monday
morning. That will do just as
well.”

“Remember what father said;
two days will be lost to your

crop.”
“Oh, well;” and Charles rest-
lessly kicked the dirt with histoe.

Edward placed his spade, rake,
and hoe on his shoulder, and
started for his garden. Charles
followed him, until they crossed
the orchard fence, and struck the
path which led to Mr. Jones's
house.

“Good-bye, Ned. Then you
are not, going?”’

“Good-bye, Charley, 1 hope
you will have a pleasant time.”

Having laid down his tools,



Edward returned to the house for
agardenline, and, by thetimehis
brother was out of sight, was
busy in good earnest. His first
care was to divide the patch into
two parts. One, he intended to
sow immediately; the other was
to be kept for the transplanted
and late vegetables. So steadily
did our young friend work, that at
twelve o’ clock, when the signa
for dinner was given, the beds of
the first patch were all laid out
and dug. Meanwhile such fine
plans had come into his head,
that he had forgot all about the
picnic, until he had turned asif to
call Charles to dinner, and then

he remembered that there was no
Charlesthere.

Mr. Martin was just seated at
the table as Edward entered. He
eyed him with satisfaction and
asked for Charles.

“Gone to the picnic, father.
You know you gave him leave,
father,” added he, excusingly.

“And did | not give you leave
also?’ “Yes, father, but—but—"
Edward stammered and could not
readily proceed.

“But you thought | would
rather see you attending to your
business. Yes, Edward, you obey
the precepts | taught you. That is
true obedience”
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