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It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to
save them that believe. (1 Corinthians 1:21)

So they read in the book in the law of God distinct-
ly, and gave the sense, and caused them to under-
stand the reading. (Nehemiah 8:8) Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth
the countenance of his friend. (Proverbs 27:17)
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The Ribband of Blue Principle
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The concepts that we are |ook-
ing a have to do with our sur-
vival. Many of the concepts that
we would like to look at are
being hotly debated in our time,
but | trust that we are rooted and
grounded and know where we
stand. Turn with me to Numbers
15:37-41. This, of course, is an
Old Testament passage. We will
be moving quickly into the New
Testament but we want to seethis

practice as found in Numbers 15.
“And the LORD spake unto
Moses, saying, Speak unto the
children of Israel, and bid them
that they make them fringes in
the borders of their garments
throughout their generations, and
that they put upon the fringe of
the borders a ribband of blue:
And it shal be unto you for a
fringe, that ye may look upon it,
and remember al the command-
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ments of the LORD, and do
them; and that ye seek not after
your own heart and your own
eyes, after which ye use to go a
whoring: That ye may remem-
ber, and do al my command-
ments, and be holy unto your
God. | am the LORD your God,
which brought you out of the
land of Egypt, to be your God: |
am the LORD your God.”

| would like to look briefly at
this ribband of blue in the Old

determine exactly what this
looked like. There may be vary-
ing differing opinions asto exact-
ly how this looked, but it was to
be a specia mark. Someone
made this observation, and |
thought it was interesting that
blue represents heaven. (I think
we recognize that). Therefore,
this mark was to be blue and it
was to bring heaven to mind even
as they were looking earthward.
| think that was the whole pur-

Testament. It is a little hard to pose of it.
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We have this referred to in
Matthew. Jesusworethisgarb —
this ribband of blue. Matthew
9:20 says a woman, “touched the
hem of his garment.” It is refer-
ring to this. In Matthew 14:36 it
says that they “besought him that
they might only touch the hem of
his garment: and as many as
touched were made perfectly
whole” Thus, Jesus wore this.
Sometimes the question comes,
“Did Jesus dress any differently
from the people of hisday?’ The
answer is a very quick, “Yes”
He wore the Jewish garb in the
midst of a wicked generation.

The pharisees also wore this.
We have this referred to, “al
their works they do for to be seen
of men.” In this case they
“enlarge[d] the borders of their
garments” Thus, we see they
definitely practiced this even as
the New Testament erawas com-
ing to be.

There is nothing really myste-
rious about this. Sometimes peo-
ple will tie a knot in their hand-
kerchief so that they do not for-
get. God simply had them put
this mark on their clothes so they
would not forget. It wasthat sim-
ple.

However, what may seem to be
avery trivial outward observance
represented a very profound and
deep spiritual truth and redlity.
Thisiswhat we want to be touch-
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ing on. It was to be a mark of
distinction a separation
between Israel and all other peo-
ple. lsrael was a peculiar people
— they were aspecial people and
God wanted them to remember
that. Exodus 19:5, 6, says “Now
therefore, if ye will obey my
voice indeed, and keep my
covenant, then ye shall be a pecu-
liar treasure unto me above al
people: for all the earth is mine:
And ye shall be unto me a king-
dom of priests, and an holy
nation.” That is what He wanted
them to remember that they were.
The ribband of blue was to help
them remember who they were,
whose they were, and how they
were to live in the midst of the
nations. | think that is what God
is saying here in a summary.

Let us leave the Old Testament
and go to the New Testament and
see this principle there. Before
turning to the New Testament
Scripture that we want to look at,
| would like to observe severd
things in somewhat of an intro-
duction. 1) The Old Testament
has been done away with. Let us
establish that clearly. Second
Corinthians 3:11 would even tell
us that what was written on
tables of stone has been done
away with and that was what? —
The Ten Commandments. Many
Old Testament principles have
been re-established in the New,



but as far as the actua Old
Testament, it isno longer binding
to us who are under the New
Testament.

2) Another concept, it is true
that the Old Testament empha-
sized the outward form and cere-
mony. Sometimes | wonder how
Israel remembered al that they
were to do. Have we ever won-
dered how they could keep track
of everything that they were to
do? It seemed that God had them
going through outward motions
in an effort to somehow impress
the heart. It seemed that God
started with the outside seeking
to get to the inside in the Old
Testament. In the New
Testament He immediately takes
care of the heart problem and
then it moves to the outside.
Therefore, we do have that differ-
encein principle.

There are many who feel that
the moment that we start talking
about the externa that we are
immediately “Old Testament.” |
would raise the question, “Does
the New Testament say anything
about the outward? Does it
have anything to say about cere-
monies? There is even a lot of
this thinking around that the New
Testament liberates, and the idea
is that the moment we start
speaking about the outward, we
are somehow inhibiting the
Spirit. Again, | would raise the
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guestion, “Does the New
Testament address at all the out-
ward form in whatever area?’

There are some who feel that
Numbers 15 is fulfilled in the
giving of the Holy Spirit. This
was to remind and help them to
remember al the commandments
of the Lord. Some would feel
that isthe work of the Holy Spirit
in the New  Testament.
Therefore, the Holy Spirit helps
us to remember, and that is true.
We have something in the New
Testament era that the Old
Testament did not have. We have
the Spirit living within that
reminds us. Thus, in many
regards, the Holy Spirit does
answer this passage.

However, | proposethat it does
not answer it entirely. | would
raise this question, “Does the
Holy Spirit remind us to love
each other without the holy kiss
which is an outward form and
ceremony?’ It does not. | think
the answer is obvious. Does the
Holy Spirit remind us to help
each other in our Christian walk
without the feet washing service?
Does the Holy Spirit help us to
remember the headship principle
without the headship veiling?
Does the Holy Spirit help us to
remember the death of Christ and
its meaning to us without the
communion service which is an
outward ceremony and an out-



ward form? By the same token,
does the Holy Spirit remind us
who we are and whose we are
and how we are to live without
any outward help? The answer |
think is too obvious. The New
Testament does give us tangible
helps and that is what we will be
looking at.

I will quickly establish this
again, the ribband of blue princi-
ple (not the practice) is alive in
the New Testament. The practice
passed with the Old Testament. |
do not see any of us wearing
what Numbers 15 speaks of.
Therefore, the practice is not
with us, but | do believe the prin-
cipleiswith us. Now, the burden
reststo prove that.

Romans 12 is the counterpart
of the New Testament where this
principle (not the practice) is
picked up. The principle asgiven
here in the New Testament has a
practice.  We will see that.
Romans 12:1, 2 says, “| beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service. And
be not conformed to this world:
but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye
may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.” In verse 2 especidly, we
have the Numbers 15 principle
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re-established
Testament.

In order to understand this, we
would like to look at some of the
words that are found here in
Romans 12 to help us to under-
stand how we are making this
conclusion. We see the term, “be
not conformed.” It is interesting
that those scholars who under-
stand the original language (the
Greek) would say that the word
“conform” refers to that which
can be seen with the sight and the
senses. It relates with fashion,
dress, clothing and so forth.
Thus, conform here means fash-
ion as it relates to the outward
appearance.

In 1 Peter 1:14, this same
Greek word is trandated “fash-
ioning.” “As obedient children,
not fashioning yourselves
according to the former lusts in
your ignorance: But as he which
hath called you is holy, so be ye
holy in all manner of conversa
tion; Becauseit iswritten, Beye
holy; for | am holy” (1 Peter
1:14-16). Therefore, the thought
of conform here relates to out-
ward appearance. Itisinteresting
and surprising that J. B. Smith,
Vines, and many otherswho have
studied into the Greek language
will agree that thisword is refer-
ring to dress. “Be not conformed
to the world in dress” That is
exactly what is in focus here.

in the New



“Stop patterning your clothes
after the world.” “Stop ralying
around the world's pattern that
has its source in the unregenerate
heart and mind — the spirit of
this age.

Let us now look at the next
word phrase, “be not conformed
to this world:” then we have a
colon. A coloninthe English lan-
guage often indicates that what
follows further explains, clari-
fies, or is at least a paralel
thought.  Therefore, if the
forepart of the verse is taking
about dress, would it be wrong to
suggest that the latter part aso
does? We will see shortly that it
does. Let us notice the word
transformed here. It also speaks
of the outward. In fact, it was
interesting for me to discover that
the Greek word here has a com-
mon root with our word “meta-
morphosis” When an ugly cater-
pillar turns into a beautiful but-
terfly what happens? Wasit only
his inner nature that changed?
No, redly it was his outward
appearance, was it not?
Therefore, thisword in the Greek
is again referring to outward
appearance.

Let usturn to Matthew 17:2to
see how this word was translated
in another setting. It will sub-
stantiate that it is used in refer-
ence to the outward appearance
again. Jesus took Peter, James
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and John and, “bringeth them up
into an high mountain apart, And
was transfigured before them.”
His inner nature was changed
and He became a new creature
inside. Isthat what the Scripture
says there? He immediately,
“was transfigured.” That word
transfigured is the same word as
was used for transformed.
Therefore, when Jesus was trans-
figured, immediately “his face
did shine as the sun, and his rai-
ment was white as the light.”
Again, it wasthe outward expres-
sion and the outward appearance
which comes into focus.
Returning to Romans 12:2 we
have this thought, “Stop pattern-
ing your clothes after the world
and your depraved nature, and
start something.” We often (at
least for me) look at this verse as
telling us to stop patterning after
the world. However, | failed to
see that it was a cal to start
something. Thus, it says, “stop
something,” but it is also saying,
“start something.” “Stop pattern
ing your clothes after the world
and your depraved nature, and
start patterning your clothes after
the renewed mind — the spiritu-
a nature” Thisiswhat we have
in this verse. As we had ralied
around the world’s pattern, now
we should start rallying around
the pattern of truth. Again, we
often saw the negative side of this



verse but there is a very clear,
positive side to this as well. We
are to start patterning ourselves
the way the children of God do
— the way a people with a
renewed mind do.

There are other Scriptures
which enlarge on this thought
like Philippians 3:16.
Interestingly, someone observed
that we have John 3:16, 1
Timothy 3:16 and also another
very key verse — Philippians
3:16. Itisakey verse because it
is so important for understanding
this phase of our life. Philippians
3:16 says, “Let us walk by the
same rule” The word “rule”’ as
used here means standard. “Let
us walk by the same standard, let
us mind the samething.” In other
words, thisis exactly what we are
taught in Romans 12:2. Stop
going after the world's pattern.
Start going after the pattern of
the people of God — the rule that
the people of God are to follow.

We might say, “ The Scriptures
are not that clear cut” This is
true, the Bible is written in prin-
cipleform. That isright. We will
look at six principles a little bit
later which govern how one is to
dress. They are in principle
form. If the Bible needed to
address every issue that ever
arose, it would have become an
impractical book. For example,
when | was a boy, it was fender
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skirts, drag pipes, and the spinner
on the wheels. That is what is
was then. If the Bible would
have needed to spell out, “Thou
shalt not have fender skirts.
Thou shalt not have drag pipes,
there would have been a large
audience that has read the Bible
in centuries past who would not
have even known what they were
talking about to start with.
Secondly, if the Bible had to be
that detailed, it would have
become a very impractical book.
Therefore, God put the Bible in
principle form. There are some
details but in principle form.

Who is to say what form the
people of God are to follow,
since Philippians 3:16 tells us
that we areto do it the same way.
| think the Bible has the answer
to that. We see in Matthew 16,
and 18, and Acts 15, that the
Church is to do that. That is a
subject in itself. However, the
church isto take these great prin-
ciples of the Scripture and apply
it to the current issues of their
generation. Brethren and sisters,
we are not in the dark on that.
We know how the people of God
areto dress.

Romans 12:2 calls us to estab-
lish a stigma and a barrier
between us and theworld. Let us
now go back to this verse and
look at some more key words.
“Stop patterning yourself after



Paris and Hollywood. Start pat-
terning your dress after the
Church and the direction she
gives” That is the bottom line
teaching here. Now, let us look
a the word “prove” The text
says directly, “That ye may
prove” The word prove here
could be trandated “discern.”
“That ye may discern what isthat
good, and acceptable, and per-
fect, will of God.”

This word prove is very inter-
esting. Again, itisaword that is
used primarily to address the out-
ward. In fact, | think without
exception it addresses the out-
ward. We have Scriptures like,
“whether ye bein the faith; prove
your own selves.” (2 Corinthians
13:5) How do we do that? It is
by looking at what the outward is
expressing, to know what the
heart is about. “But let a man
examine himself.” (1 Corinthians
11:28) “Happy is he that con-
demneth not himself in that thing
which he alloweth.” (Romans
14:22) The word “aloweth,” is
the same Greek word. Again this
speaks of the outward. Itisinter-
esting how the whole way
through this verse, we have the
outward coming into living. Itis
the thought of demonstrating by
doing.

This principle and this thought
is what comes into focus. We
practice the holy kiss, sisterswith
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sisters, brethren to brethren. Let
us raise this question, “Do we
practice the holy kiss only for the
purpose of expressing love?”
That is part of it, but it is not al
of it. It not only expresses love,
but it stimulates love. That is
exactly what is coming into focus
here. Paul says, “Stop patterning
yourselves after the world. Start
patterning yourselves after the
Church so that you not only give
evidence of being separate from
the world and separated unto
God, but so that it will stimulate
that separation.” Thereistherib-
band of blue principle. This
principleisto help us be what we
should be in this world.

Prove, has the idea of proving
by doing. That is the way Bible
principles are. They perpetuate
themselves. Separate, noncon-
formed dress helps us to discern
what is “that good, and accept-
able, and perfect, will of God.” 1
would hasten to say that we can
take an unconverted person and
put God's people’'s clothes on
him and he will still be an uncon-
verted person. It is not talking
about that kind of discernment.
We need the new birth to get that
kind of discernment.  This
Scripture teaches us that a child
of God who is already born again
will be helped in their under-
standing of how to live a sepa
rate, and how to relate to the



world as they obey God in this
area of life. That is what is in
focus. That istheribband of blue
principle in the New Testament.

As the Church takes her place
in establishing a uniform pattern
and practice, this fulfills the
Bible principles in the New
Testament. It is that pattern of
application that serves as the rib-
band of blue. It isnot of agiven
cut, or of a given stitch, but it as
the Church makes total applica
tion to all six of the principles
that we will look at. It is that
total picture of application that
becomes the ribband of blue in
the New Testament.

How many times have we been
helped to discern what is right,
and to not go a whoring, to not
follow our evil heart, and to
remember the commandments of
God because we were dressed
like a Christian in a given situa-
tion? One brother put it thisway:
he said that he had a bumper
sticker on his car, and that helped
him many times, in a moment of
impatience, to not pass or cut
someone off because he knew
that when he passed the individ-
ual, they would read his bumper
sticker. That same principle is
what this is teaching in relation
to dress. As we dress, rally
around the principles of
Scripture, and follow the pattern
of God's people — the Church,
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that will help us to behave right
in the circumstances of life aswe
face the world.

Some might say, “Spiritual
people have deeper resources
than that. They do not need such
tangible helps.” | would raise
these questions, “Do they need
communion? Do spiritual people
need the holy kiss? Do they need
the headship veiling? Do they
need the feet washing service?
Do spiritual people need that
kind of help? The answer is an
emphatic, “Yes,” if we will be
Biblica and sound to the truth.
Therefore, when we seek to be
fair with the doctrine of distinc-
tive, separated attire, one will
need to recognize that there is a
tangible expression that God is
calling us to. It is true that this
kind of teaching causesafuss. In
fact, there are many people that
squirm over thiskind of teaching.
| am sometimes startled at how
many of our own people squirm
sometimes. It seemsto be where
the cross hits and hurts the hard-
est. For some reason that is the
way it seems to be, but that is
typical.

What follows Numbers 15?
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. Let
us look at Numbers 16:1 and
notice what the first word is.
Moses had given teachinginrela
tion to how to dress. Then it
says, “three years later?” What



doesit say?“Now.” Immediately
after that teaching. “Now,” and
there was the rebellion. Thuswe
see, “Stop patterning your
clothes after the world, but pat-
tern them after the renewed
mind, that you may stimulate
your ability and that you may be
able to discern the will of God.
Establish the stigma and the bar-
riers that help keep the people of
God apart from the people of the
world.

Joseph understood that. When
his brethren came down from
Canaan into Egypt, he under-
stood that principle perfectly. He
said to his brethren, “The first
thing wewill do isgo to Pharaoh.
We will tell him that we are shep-
herds, and will tell him that at the
beginning because shepherds are
an abomination to Egyptians.”
His brethren could have said,
“Now, Joseph let us put our best
foot forward. Let us savethat for
last.” No, Joseph understood that
if they would survive in Egypt
there needed to be an immediate
barrier between his family and
Egypt. He understood that, and
that is exactly what God under-
stands, and wants us to under-
stand.

Some years ago while holding
meetings in a distant congrega-
tion | heard the story of abrother
that went alittle like this. He had
grown up himself in a Protestant,
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Fundamentalist Protestant
church. Many of us are familiar
with this denomination, and in
many ways they believe like we
do asfar as their teaching, but to
his disappointment, he was los-
ing his children, one after anoth-
er. One day, it dawned on him
what the trouble was. He said, “I
am losing my children to the
world because | am too close to
theworld.” Therefore, he found
the Mennonites and he found that
this was the answer.

He used to chide his former
church friends in the Protestant
setting by saying this, “We both
know that the New Testament
teaches that there is the world
and there is the Church and they
aretwo distinct entities. If where
you go to church, if that is the
Church, tell me where is the
world?’ He understood, and had
come to grasp that there must be
adifference, abarrier, and a stig-
ma There must be something
that keepsit clear. Thisiswhat is
being taught here in Romans 12.
Now we will leave this line of
thought.

We will look next at some
observations. First of dl, | would
like to touch a little history.
There is a little of this kind of
teaching around that the
Anabaptists were not distinctive
and they did not dress differently.
If they did, their enemies would



have been able to notice them,
one right after another. We know
that is exactly what happened.
They did dress differently. Let
me quote just some things from
history. One hardly knowswhere
to start or stop here in this, but a
lot of their enemies recorded
things about them. One oppo-
nent wrote, “They insist on mod-
est apparel, and condemn out-
ward adornment.” Another
writer, “Their daily walk and
deportment appears to be pious,
holy and blameless. They shun
costly clothing. They despise
expensive food and drink, clothe
themselves with coarse cloth,
cover their heads with broad felt
hats.” Another one said, “There
is a certain people caled
Anabaptists. They want nothing
to do with the world because it is
written, ‘Ye shall not be con-
formed to the world.” Therefore,
like a new order of monks they
make rules about clothing where-
of, of what form and shape, how
long, wide or big they shall be.
Herewith they reject al costly
clothing and ornamentation.
They cadl al of those “heathen”
who make use of these worldly
things.”

There was an Anabaptist
brother in prison. The records
state that in 1544 a man decided
he would go in and try to deceive
this brother. The man going in
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was not an Anabaptist. The
records say that, “He disguised
himself and was said to be
dressed like a brother” Let me
ask this, if they were not distinc-
tive in their dress how did they
know he was a brother? This
helps prove they had their pat-
terns. One could go on and on
with that. There was a young
man who came home to his par-
ents who were not Anabaptists,
and it says “He came home in
Anabaptist’s clothes” Another
person was reported as till an
Anabaptist, because he still wore
Anabaptist clothes. More could
be said.

| would like to make some
more observations, bringing it a
little closer to our time. We not
only have the testimony of histo-
ry, but we aso have the testimo-
ny of that which comes from fol-
lowing the Scriptures in relation
to this. We have some observa-
tions. The Scriptures tell us we
are to do some observing, “prove
al things:” and then “hold fast
that which is good” (1
Thessalonians 5:21)  Those
Conferences that held the best to
Mennonite distinctives in dress,
maintained nonresistance the
best in Word War Il. Statistics
prove that. It is not guess work.
The Church grew the fastest and
enjoyed the most rapid growth
during the periods when she was



the most separated.

I remember vividly, more than
forty years ago when the church-
es in our Conference area in the
valley were talking like this, “If
we will win the world, we will
need to relax al of this differ-
ence. We will need to get alittle
more like them to win them.” |
am sure some of you remember
that echo going up and down the
communities. They also said that
if we will be able to keep our
young people, then we, some-
how, need to relax this whole
thing and not be quite as strin-
gent.

I would raise this question,
“After forty years what do we
see?  Recently | was in one
those churches for afuneral and |
noticed that their membership
must have been down a half or
less, from what it used to be
when | used to get there as avis
itor. | have come to learn that
they are not keeping their young
people. They are joining the
Baptists. And why not, because
it is al the same. Did it work?
No, it did not work.

A liberal Mennonite minister
was at one of our congregations
several years ago. He had been
very active in mission work. He
visited on a night that the preach
er brought a message on some-
thing in relation to dress.
Afterwards, one of our brethren
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who knew this man, asked him,
“How did you feel about that
kind of teaching? He replied,
“Well, it is what | believe”
(Incidentally that man was still
plain himself) but he said, “You
cannot do mission work and fol-
low that.” It happened to be that
one of our brethren who had
talked to him had recently
returned from the mission field
and he said, “Oh, | do not under-
stand that.” This man enquired
further and said, *Y ou mean you
are doing mission work and the
people whom you bring into the
church on the mission field look
like the people here tonight?’
Our brother said, “Why, yes”
Then, thisman asked, “Y ou mean
you have members?’ Our broth-
er said, “Yes” The man then
asked, “Y ou mean your churches
are growing?’ Our brother said,
“Yes, faster than we can keep
up.” This principle of separation
and following the Scriptures in
this regard, will help us to grow
not hinder.

We aso have the testimony of
those who lost separation and
nonconformity.  Those who
weaken in this area and drop it,
suffer atremendous|oss. Itisnot
very far from losing this princi-
ple until we accept divorce and
remarriage and a whole list of
things. It is very startling how
rapid that goes. Someone made



this observation, “The
Mennonites who have had this
practice and drop it, go further
than those who never had it.” |
think of a certain field man who
used to come to my place. He
was so disgusted with one of the
church papers that the Mennonite
church publishes. (He was not a
Mennonite) but they had gone
further than he had ever gone and
he never had it.

However, the most sobering
aspect isthat all of thisbeginsin
the appreciations. How do we
feel about this kind of teaching?
That determines where we will
be twenty, or twenty-five years
from now. | am always con-
cerned how our young people
feel. Do they fed good about
Bible teaching in regard to dress?
Do they appreciate it? Are they
embracing it because they know
it isright, or isthere a bit of dis-
gust about it underneath? It all
begins in the appreciations. Are
we somewhat ashamed of it? Do
we tend to hide it and would we
simply wish somehow that we
would not have to be quite so
practical about all of this? Once
the breakdown starts, it is very
difficult to turn it around. It is
like the old saying, “It is better to
hold the wagon at the top of the
hill than to try to stop it half way
down the hill.” One can observe
that as well.
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We have the testimony of those
who come to us. | can think of
some brethren who are with us
today, who came from the world.
They came from drugs, drinking,
smoking and al the immorality.
Today they see and understand
the value in this kind of teaching
and understanding to keep free
from the world sometimes more
than our own do. They under-
stand that as they are approached
by evil that clear distinctive attire
helps them to remain firm. They
see the benefits.

We also have the testimony of
the Church. When one thinks of
the tremendous effort that the
Church has put forth over the
centuriesto maintain what we are
talking about, it stands as a loud
cry to this generation. There
have been a lot of voices that
have come and gone over the
years. | am not very old, but | did
live during a time when one was
hearing strange voices. Some of
the voices that come say that dis-
tinctive attire closes the doors for
witness. Is that true? | aways
think of one of our brethren who
said he was sitting in an airport
and a man walked up to him and
said, “Every time | see you peo-
ple God talksto me.” Our broth-
er very wisely asked, “What does
He say?’ The man replied,
“Well, thisistheway, wak init.”
That opened the door, did it not?



It did not close the door. It
opened the door.

It used to be said that hyp-
ocriteswear it. It ispossibly true
that there are some people who
wear distinctive attire who do not
represent it, but we do not stop
getting married simply because
there is divorce and remarriage.
Furthermore, hypocrites usually
go for the best cover. Maybe
hypocrites using plain clothes as
cover actually validates and
establishesits value.

Someone might say (this used
to be a cry), “I do not have con-
viction for it.” | would immedi-
ately raise this question, “Do you
have conviction for anything
else?” Often a person’s convic-
tion in relation to distinctiveness
in attire and other convictions go
hand in hand. If we see a weak-
ness in this area, we will see a
weakness in a broad spectrum.
Another cry used to be, “The
other denominations do not hold
to it” That is true for a lot of
things, including nonresistance.
Some would say, “Itissuch alit-
tle thing.” If it is such a little
thing then let us ssimply do it.
That is the simple answer.
Again, those voices have come to
the Church over the years.

The price that has been paid
over the years by the church
stands as aloud testimony to this
generation. | have access at
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home to the minutes of Virginia
Conference and also of another
Conference — the Washington-
Franklin County Conference. |
enjoy paging that and seeing
some of the things the church has
grappled with. Apparently, peo-
ple had hair back then, because
they were taking issue with the
hair fads of that day. When one
sees what the church was grap-
pling with, in those days, it isthe
same thing, maybe in a little dif-
ferent form, but the same thing
we are facing today. Young peo-
ple, what we are attempting to do
as a church is not some strange
far out ideathat afew menin this
generation decided to try to push.
We are continuing something
that men stood and fought for, for
centuries. We ought to rise to
that kind of challenge.

A few concluding considera-
tions for how we ought to prac-
tice in relation to the practical
side of this ribband of blue and
distinctive attire. We are not in
the dark. The Bible teaches six
principles. 1) Modesty. This
means that clothes are intended
to cover the form of the body,
rather than to expose and to
accent. 2) Smplicity. We are not
to draw attention to ourselves,
have ornamentation, frills and
extra buttons and stitches. Our
clothes need to be simple so that
men can see past the clothes and



into the inner character of the
man. That is what God desires.
3) Nonconformity. We are not to
follow the fashions of the world.
Brethren when the sideburns go
down, ours should not go down.
When they go up and completely
off, ours should not go off. We
are not to be influenced by the
fads and fashions.

4) Sewardship. We do not
have clothing which represents
therich. This does not mean we
must always buy the cheapest,
because sometimes the cheapest
is not the best stewardship. One
brother said, “One sister has so
many dresses he wonders how
many closets they must have in
their house.” In that case, some-
where the concept of stewardship
is not quite understood.

5) The distinction between
men and women. They are not to
wear that which pertains to each
other [Deuteronomy 22:5]. 6)
Uniformity. The people of God
are to dress aike (Philippians
3:16).

When it comes to how we
should dress, we are not in the
dark. The Church has given a
voice, not only in this generation,
but in generations. Further, we
know how Mennonites should
look. For the men we have the
plain hat, the plain suit, black
footwear, long sleeve shirts for
dress, and buttoned up. | was
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amazed how that was spoken to
in the church in the past. For
women there is the plain bonnet,
the plain cape dress, black hose
and footwear, the veiling, and
subdued darker colours rather
than the loud, light, fancy type of
things.

There are afew considerations
in the face of this. We should
basically have two categories of
clothes, what we wear for
Sunday and what we might wear
for every day. We might have
some things that are in between,
but why cannot the “in between”
be simply clothing that is a little
too worn to wear to church?
Therefore, we only have the two
basic categories. That will pro-
tect us.

We must avoid the casual. Our
sisters cannot go down into the
streets of our towns unnoticed.
The chalenge of this really
comes to our brethren. We can
dress in a way that somehow we
can kind of fit anywhere. If we
meet a brother he cannot say we
are worldly, and if we meet a
worldly person they cannot say
that we are a brother. We ought
to wear our plain clothes when
the occasion puts us in a normal
dress up situation such as going
to the doctor's office, hospita
visitsand travel. | appreciate one
of the older brethren whom |
travel a lot with, insists that we



wear our plain suits. 1t can bethe
warmest day in July, but when
we are travelling, in the airports,
on the airplane, we are dressed
likeplain people. | believeitisin
honour of this principle.

Of course, when the farmer
goes to the tractor dealer and has
agreasy part, hewill not wear his
suit. We know that, but even
there | believe there are some of
our everyday clothes where there
is more distinction today
between the plain man and the
worldly man than there was a
generation ago. Let us be sureto
maintain a mark of distinction
when we are in public. We need
the protection that having a stig-
ma between us and the world
provides. We need to have suffi-
cient separation and marks of

distinction such that the stigma
and barrier remain with the
world. We must do that.
Sometime ago | was walking
through Chambersburg. Across
the street a young man saw me
and hollered at me, “Hi smoke-
stack.” He was referring to my
hat. | felt “Oh, where could | dis-
appear” We need that. That is
exactly what we need. We need
to be reminded that the we and
the world are headed on two dif-
ferent roads, serving two differ-
ent kingdoms, serving two differ-
ent kings and headed for two dif-
ferent destinies. May the Lord
help us to bear that cross.
Sometimes this is where the
“rubber hits the road.” May we
be faithful in demonstrating what
God is teaching in Romans 12.
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Book Reprint (Continued)
One Hundred Lessons I n Bible Study

L ESSON 29.
L evitical Ceremonies — Feasts.

l. The observance of three great feasts commanded. — Exodus
23:14-17; Deuteronomy 16:16.

II.  TheFeast of Unleavened Bread, or Passover.

1. The time. — Exodus 12:2, 18, 19; Leviticus 23:5-8;
Numbers 28:16, 17.

2. Record of events during the time of the feast.

a Nisan. 14. — Leaven put out of houses, and men
appeared before the Lord. — Exodus 12:15; 13:7; 34:25; Deuteronomy
16:4. Lamb slain at the going down of the sun. — Exodus 12; Leviticus
15.

b. — Lamb roasted and eaten after sunset. Fat burned
and blood sprinkled upon the altar by the priests, Nothing to remain till
morning. — Exodus 12: 9, 10; 23:18; 30:16. The first day of the feast.
— Leviticus 23:6; Numbers 28:17. The holy convocation.

C. Nisan 15-2I. — Additional offerings. — Numbers
28:19-25.

3.  ThePassover, (1) asamemoria (Exodus 12:26, 27); (2) as
atype (1 Corinthians 5:7).

I1l.  The Feast of Harvest, or Feast of Weeks.

NOTE. — Also known as the “Feast of Pentecost,” and “first
fruits.” Considered in preceding chapter. Isto the weekly Sabbath what
the year of Jubilee was to the Sabbatical year.

IV. TheFeast of Ingathering, or Feast of Tabernacles.
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Deuteronomy 16:13-17.
NOTE. — Considered in preceding chapter.
1.  Timeand duration of the feast (13-15)
2. Atimefor regoicing (14) Deuteronomy 16:14.
3. How the people were to appear before the Lord (16, 17).

Three things are noticeable in the celebration of these feasts: joy,
worship, sacrifice. With the heart filled with the praise of God
and the spirit of sacrifice, the more rejoicing the better.

There seems to be as much difference between ancient and mod-
ern festivals as there is between ancient and modern dancing.

The joy of the Christian is aways connected with gratitude
towards an all-wise and ever- loving Creator. The joy of theworldling is
purely a selfish gratification of carnal lusts.

The Lord commanded the children of Israel to observe three great
feasts every year. Every Christian may, by living near to God, have a
continual feast.

1.  Towhat has the name Passover been applied?

2. What provisions were made for keeping the Passover, out of
the regular time?

3. Isthere anything specified in the Levitical law as to where
the Passover should be observed?

4.  What was to be gained by keeping these feasts?

5. Discuss the Passover as a Christian

L ESSON 30.
The Tabernacle.

l. Purpose for which the Tabernacle was erected. — Exodus 25:8.
II.  How the means were furnished. — Exodus 25:2; 35:4-29; 36:5—7.

NOTE. — Two things are noticeable in the collection of materials:
(1) God calling for a freewill offering; (2) The liberality of the people.
Thefirst represents God' s plan of supporting His cause. It is doubtful if
God ever blesses anything donated otherwise than as afree-will offering.
Our time, our services, our money, — all should be freely dedicated to
the service of God. “The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians
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9:7)
[Il. Materials used. — Exodus 25:3—7.

IV.  Apartments, furnishings, etc., of the Tabernacle.
1. The Ark of the Covenant. — Exodus 25:10-16; 37:1-5.
2. The Mercy-Seat. — Exodus 25:17-22; 37:6-9.
3. The table for the Shewbread. — Exodus 25:23-30;
37:10-16.
The Golden Candlestick. — Exodus 25:31-40; 37:17-24.
The Altar of Incense. — Exodus 37:25-28.
Curtains. — Exodus 26:1-14; 36:8-19.
Boards. — Exodus 26:15-30; 36:20-34.
The Vail. — Exodus 26:31-35; 36:35, 36.
Hanging for the door. — Exodus 26:36, 37; 36:37, 38.
0. TheAltar of Burnt Offering. — Exodus 27:1-8; 38:1-7.
11. The Laver of Brass. — Exodus 38:8.
12. The Court. — Exodus 27:9-19; 38:9-20.
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V. Cost of the Tabernacle. — Exodus 38:21-31.
VI. The architects. — Exodus 31:2; 38:22, 23.

VI1l. Tabernacle covered with a cloud. — Exodus 40:34-38; Numbers
9:15.

VIII. History of the Tabernacle.

1.  Consecrated by Moses. — Leviticus 8:10.

2. In charge of the Levitess — Numbers 1:50-53; 3.7,8; 1
Chronicles 6:48.

3. Remained with the Israglites during the Wilderness journey.
— Numbers 9:15-22.

4,  Set up at Shiloh. — Joshua 18:1.

5. Setup at Gibeon. — 1 Chronicles 21:29; 2 Chronicles 1:3.

IX. History of the Ark of the Covenant.
1. Built according to Exodus 25:10-16; Exodus 37:1-5.
2. Was carried across the Jordan. — Joshua 3:15; 4:11.
3. Encompassed Jericho. — Joshua 6:11-16.
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Captured by the Philistines. — 1 Samuel 4:3-11.

Brings plagues upon the Philistines. — 1 Samuel 5.

Penalty upon the men at Bethshemeth. — 1 Samuel 6:19.
Isrestored to Israel. — 1 Samudl 6:10-18, 21; 7:1.

Proves a blessing to the Israelites. — 2 Samuel 6:8-12.
Removed to Jerusalem. — 2 Samuel 6:1-17.

0. Taken into the Temple. — 1 Kings 8:3-11; 2 Chronicles
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5:2-14.

1.  Givein feet and inches the dimensions of the Tabernacle; of
the Ark of the Covenant; of the Court.

2. What was the entire cost of the Tabernacle as expressed in
U.S. money?

3. What time elapsed from the building of the Ark of the
Covenant to the time it was taken into Solomon's Temple? Was it
restored to the Temple after the captivity?

4.  What law did Uzzah violate?

5. How wasthe Ark removed from one place to another?

Children’s Book Reprint (Continued)
THE FOLLY OF PROCRASTINATION;
OR, THE STORY OF CHARLES AND EDWARD MARTIN.
Revised and Reprinted © 2003

ATIMELY REPROOF AND THE CURE

THE next day was Sunday; it the world! Edward has his gar-
looked cloudy, yet the whole den al planted, but what will

family went to Sunday school, become of mine? If | was to
and attended public worship. work it in this rain, the ground
The day passed quietly and would bake so, that the seeds
orderly asusual. Inthe afternoon could not come up. Everything
it began to rain; and when the goes wrong with me, and nothing
boys awoke on Monday morning goeswrong with Edward. All the
the rain was faling in torrents! good luck comesto him.”
Charles came down to breakfast “Luck! luck!” exclaimed Mr.
in avery bad humour. Martin, “Isit possible that a child
“Really,” exclaimed he, “thisis of mineisso silly asto talk about
too bad. | begintothink | amone luck? Now think, Charles—
of the most unlucky fellows in think. One boy plants his garden
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intime, and his brother, can do so
too, only he chooses to go on a
picnic; then rain comes, it makes
the seeds sown spring up and
thrive, while it unfits, for a time,
the unsown ground for working.
Who can the procrastinating boy
blame, except himself, for what
he calls his ‘ill luck?”

Charles hung down his head
and was silent; his father contin-
ued.

“And as to the ‘ill luck’ which
you say is your share, while al
the good luck is Neddy’s, let us
suppose you change places. If
you had stayed at home and
planted your garden, and he had
gone to the picnic, do you think
the rain would not have fallen?’

“1 suppose it would, father.”

“And would you then have said
that all the ‘good luck was
Edward’'s, and all the bad was
your’s?

“If you had stayed at home on
Saturday, do you think you
would have had any reason to
complain?’

“No, father.” “Then, my child,
| hope you see that what you call
your ‘ill luck, is only the neces-
sary consequence of your pro-
crastination. |f you see a person
idle and neglecting his business,
will you ascribe it to his bad luck
if he becomes poor? What silly
people call ‘luck’ is but the result
of good or bad management. You
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do not believe in fairies that are
said to take a fancy to some peo-
ple, and help them to do every
thing, do you?”

Charles burst into alaugh.

“Oh, no, father! to be sure |
don't!” “What is it that governs
theworld, Charles?”’

“God’'s providence, father. |
suppose.”

“Then, when you speak of
luck, you mean that providenceis
unjust and partial, do you? It
would be very sinful to think so
you know—do you not?’

“Yes, father.”

In truth, Charles felt sadly
ashamed! Into how much vexa
tion does a single foolish step
lead!

Mr. Martin continued. “This
rain is greatly needed throughout
the country. If you had planted
your garden you would no doubt
have welcomed it as much as |
do. Recollect, my son, that you
can blame no one except your-
self. | left you free to choose in
the matter, for | expected it
would turn out just asit has, and
| wished you to learn a lesson
from experience, which will
teach you to judge better in
future. If it cureyou of your pro-
crastinating habit, it is worth ten
times as much as the produce of
your garden would have been.”

“Do not now waste time with
uselessregret; attend well to your



business, and pray earnestly and
constantly for GRACE to
strengthen your good resol utions,
and to enable you to resist temp-
tation.”

Mr. Martin spoke impressive-
ly, yet so kindly and mildly that
Charles was much affected. The
thought that he had grieved so
good a parent was more painful
to him than his own disappoint-
ment.

After their father had left the

room, Edward sought to comfort
his brother, and to encourage his
good resolution, The books were
taken from the shelves, for our
young friends resolved to make
the best of the wet day; and |
have reason to believe they
passed their time profitably.
Charles would now and then
exclam, “Oh my garden, my
poor garden! | wonder if the sky
will ever be clear again!”

FIFTY FUNDAMENTAL FACTS

1. Thereisa God.

Look in whatever direction you
will — in the heavens above, in
the earth beneath; in the Bible, or
in God's other great book, the
book of Nature; in realms scien-
tific or unscientific — and you
meet up with multitudes of ques-
tions which can be answered only
upon the ground that there is an
Infinite Being, a Superhuman
Intelligence, a Mighty God, an
Allwise Designer of al things
visible and invisible, who is
responsible for al these things.
The origin of matter, the origin of
life, the origin of species, and a
number of other things equally
mysterious by any other hypothe-
sis, can be accounted for only in
thisway. They who lengthen the
six days of Genesis into that
many ages and account for all
these things by “the laws of
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Nature” forget that there can be
no laws without a lawmaker or
lawgiver. Thelonger we meditate
upon these things the more fully
we are convinced that only “the
fool hath said in his heart, There
isno God.” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1)
“Many infallible proofs” (Acts
1:3) of the existence and overrul-
ing power of God are to be found
in the Bible, in the Book of
Nature, and in any well written
book on Christian evidences.

2. Thereis but One God —
the Holy Trinity.

Our first proof is the testimony
of God Himself. InHisinvitation
to the lost world He pleads:
“Look unto me, and be ye saved,
al the ends of the earth, for | am
God, and there is none €se’
(Issiah 45:22). This assertion
that He is the One and only God
is repeated in a number of scrip-



tures. All the inspired men who
wrote the Bible wrote from the
assumption that the God of the
Bible is the only Supreme Being
in existence. From the idolater’'s
standpoint there are “gods many
and lords many;” but from the
standpoint of the doctrine of a
Supreme Being having “all power
... in heaven and in earth,” there
can be but one.

Another fact equally important
is that this one God manifests
Himself to man in the divine per-
sons of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost — the
threeinone. Asanillustration let
us cite the occasion of the bap-
tism of Jesus. Matthew 3:13-17.
Jesus Himself was baptized in
Jordan. At the same time the
Spirit of God descended upon
Him like a dove, and the Father
called down from heaven, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased”

These two facts, therefore, we
should believe without question:
(2) thereisone God, and only one
God. (2) There are three manifes-
tations of this one God which
appea to people as being three
distinct personalities. Nor is it
obligatory upon us to attempt to
reconcile these two facts — as
some havetried to do and become
either extreme Unitarians or
extreme Trinitarians. We must
first believe, before we attempt to
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reconcile. “With God all things
are possible” (Mark 10:27)
Upon the foundation of the
Triune God is based the entire
structure of the Christian faith.

3. God isthe Creator of all
thingsvisibleand invisible.

Skeptics scoff at the idea of
God creating al things “out of
nothing.” Suppose we accept this
logic, and put it up to them to
establish a more plausible, rea-
sonable theory. Denying the
power of God to call matter into
existence, it puts us up against the
proposition of matter being self-
creative — a miracle harder to
believe than to believe that all
things were called into being by
an dl-wise, al-powerful, every-
where-present Being who iswith-
out beginning or, ending, without
any other limitations. The mira
cle, of the creation cannot be
argued away. To deny the power
of God to perform it means to
create the necessity of a ill
greater and more unbelievable
miracle — the creation without a
Creator. The most logical and
reasonable solution to our prob-
lem is that found in Genesis 1:1
(“In the beginning God created
the heavens and, the earth”); and
in John 1:3 (“All things were,
made by him; and without him
was not anything made that was
made.”)
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