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"Your Sons Shall Prophesy"

God revealed to the prophet a stirring insigio ithe future. "l will pour
out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons amudir daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visionsts(&cl7). Today, the
Holy Spirit indwells every child of God. Divine ilmination assists the
youngest saint to understand and explain the sitnples of God's Word.
Parents and church leaders should encourage andsexthe spiritual ex-
pression and talents of their maturing youth.

Participation in public worship is an importgrdrt of Christian devel-
opment. "[Moses] sent young men of the childrernsadel, which offered
burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace offeringsogén unto the LORD"
(Exodus 24:5). The consecration and service ofytheng men "under the
hill" preceded the mountaintop experience of theesty elders who "saw
the God of Israel.” The experience of assistinthexworship at Mount Si-
nai likely left a lifelong impression on these ygumen.

Joshua was one of the young men who assisteé@dMéte was called
later in life to succeed Moses as Israel's leadeung men, harnessed to
lesser responsibilities today, will become tomorsoable leaders. The de-
velopment of the next generation requires forethbugommitment, and
faith.

Time passes without asking our permission, aedybung often come of
age before we realize. Parents may be wise torsaga when youth as-
sume responsibility in family worship for dutieschuas leading the sing-
ing or the discussion of the daily reading. Sundelyool superintendents
should be alert to enlist youth to lead the deviias they reach a deter-
mined age. The youth brethren may take turns tegahie youth class un-
der the direction of a seasoned teacher. The eclass is stimulated to
study their lesson well to assist their peer. Yooren should have the op-
portunity to lead the devotions or conduct the isigdpefore they go to Bi-
ble school or begin teaching school.

As congregations grow, they may overlook thessiley and responsibil-
ity of engaging their young men in the worship g=v To ensure that
youth are developed and involved takes specialrteffoividing Sunday
school classes into smaller groups encouragescipation. Subdividing



prayer groups encourages the younger to sharehAnddgical but chal-
lenging option is to enlarge the work by plantingptler congregation.
The spiritual rewards of obedience to Christ's cassian include youth
who rally to the cause.

The natural tendency of older ones is to quadtie maturity and ability
of youth. Rather than being skeptical, we shougpire and challenge our
youth with high expectations as John exemplifiddhdve written unto
you, young men, because ye are strong, and the ofo@&bd abideth in
you, and ye have overcome the wicked one" (1 Job#)2Trust is an in-
vestment that is worth the returns even thoughinaés we are disap-
pointed. Strength is developed through exercisetuMg develops many
times with the challenge of responsibility. An gssnhent may be a needed
reminder to a youth that others expect him to neatur

The maturity of youth must be developed so they can be used. Those
who are asked to lead in worship should be wortilg models. Parents
should be alert to develop joyful submission, peasdible reading, and
expression of the fruit of the Holy Spirit. Promgpearance, mannerisms,
and attitudes should be developed as habits b#ferelack is an embar-
rassment at the podium.

Young men may need coaching in proper worshgeguture. Worship
must be kept God centered. Opening greetings shadwiays include ref-
erence to the Name of God. A reverence for God avdid distractive in-
novations that depart from our traditional pattdrewo young men learned
too late the consequences of carelessly offeriragnge fire in the presence
of the Holy God (Leviticus 10:1).

It is possible to entrust youth with respon#ipiloo early. Responsibility
may cause a novice to be overcome with pride (1olimyn3:6). The size of
the congregation and the maturity of the individafcts this decision.

God is building His church. "And | raised upyafur sons for prophets,
and of your young men for Nazarites But ye gawe Nazarites wine to
drink; and commanded the prophets, saying, Prophesy(Amos 2:11-
12). The apostasy to which Israel succumbed wilabeided as we suc-
ceed in soliciting the spiritual contribution, deation, and vision of our

youth.
—BAS
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Personal Contribution to Congregational Stability.

Stable is defined as "firmly established, steadpurpose, durable and
enduring.” God knew the patriarch Abraham as aletpbrson. "For |
know him, that he will command his children and hesisehold after him,
and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to doigasand judgment; that
the LORD may bring upon Abraham that which he hggbken of him"
(Genesis 18:19). In contrast, Jacob said concefmimgon Reuben, "Un-
stable as water, thou shalt not excel" (Genesi4)4Stability is tested by
an individual's response to the circumstancedeaf li

Congregational stability is maintained by a camnngoal of faithfulness
and loyalty to Jesus Christ and His body, the diufhe apostle Paul de-
clared, "I press toward the mark for the prizeh& high calling of God in
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:14). Each member ef dbngregation must
personally have this goal. An appreciation for adtierence to a uniform
church standard contributes much to stability inoagregation. Willing
submission to the Word of God and to the voicehef ¢hurch as new is-
sues arise contribute to a stable congregation.

Congregational stability is important if our eadtive worship is to be
God-honoring. Harmony and peace should exist betweembers. A sta-
ble congregation undergirds parents in guiding lydbtough their forma-
tive years. Seeking souls, weary of the conflicifimgssures of an unstable
society, are attracted by the refuge of a stableoth

Members enhance the stability of a congregdiiptheir personal stabil-
ity. A firm faith in God and His promises, as Abaah of old demon-
strated, is a primary ingredient of stability. Weeed to know and practice
the truth. And wisdom and knowledge shall be tlabity of thy times,
and strength of salvation: the fear of the LORDhis treasure” (Isaiah
33:6). We need to allow reason to direct our enmstid his helps us to re-
main calm when difficulties arise in congregatioliial.

A father maintains congregational stability kajttifully fulfilling his
God-ordained leadership position. He guides theehaith love and devo-
tion under the direction of Christ, the Head of bogne. It is then a bless-
ing to others, a stability to the church, and andrdo Christ's Name. By
precept and example children learn to develop stdispositions. Fathers
train their children to develop godly attitudes amdnnerisms and to over-
come weaknesses in their dispositions.



A father adds stability by having firm convigtioStatements such as
"Everyone else has one" or "Everyone else is gailoghiot pressure him to
permit questionable gadgets or activities. He fyrslipports the church's
direction on vehicles, computers, cellular phoreasj other issues that
arise.

A mother contributes to the stability of the goggation by submission
to her husband. Her example and teaching portryh#ppiness and con-
tentment that is found in serving the Lord and mth&he instills the prin-
ciples of integrity, truthfulness, and industrytive lives of her family. She
strives to clothe her children according to Biblisanplicity and modesty.
Godly mothers have a significant, behind-the-scem@sct on the stability
of a congregation.

Parents maintain stability as they loyally supple services and activi-
ties of the congregation. Under normal circumstantieey attend all the
church services, including prayer meetings and 8yrevening services.
Attendance at mission informative meetings and é8dmnferences, where
the pulse of the larger church is felt, also ardsiiaintaining local congre-
gational stability.

Congregational stability is also enhanced asrgarconfine the majority
of family social life and fellowship to other faneis who uphold similar
convictions and priorities. Free fellowship withrfeer friends who no
longer share similar convictions will destabilizeetfamily and con-
gregation. Visiting should include all the familiés the congregation
rather than only those close in age or alike irational interests.

Grandparents contribute by loyal support ofd¢herch. Their keen inter-
est and encouragement are valuable assets to timg y@rents who are in
the heat of the battle with family responsibiliti&ung parents who may
be struggling with child training responsibilitieeed their willing, sea-
soned advice. Rather than accepting the "retirermanmitality” of secular
society, they seek to be productive and self-supmpas long as health al-
lows. Faithfulness in prayer on behalf of the nthyisschoolteachers, par-
ents, and youth is a valuable blessing. Grandpsuiety a burden that the
church would be faithful for generations to comthg Lord tarries.

Ministers maintain stability as they keep a hatabetween doctrinal and
practical messages. Care should be taken not tagieopersonal views.
Ministers strengthen relationships through felloywshith all the members
of the congregation. Visiting regularly in membdrsies, rather than only
when there are issues to address, contributeslas we

Youth contribute to the stability of the congaign as they express loy-



alty to Christ and the church by their attituded aonduct. Their faithful-
ness in personal devotions, Bible study, Sundagadesson application,
worship service attentiveness, and outreach aeBvistrengthens the
church. They must purpose in their hearts not téabeinated by the new
electronic gadgets that appeal to the unstable.chieerful submission of
youth to the church's direction on practical issc@stributes to the stabil-
ity of their congregations.

May the Lord help each member of the body ofi€tHeel the weight of
responsibility to contribute to the stability okthcongregation.

Brother Isaac.

THE NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH (PART 3)
THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH

What isthe glory of the church? Could it be the beauty of the building's ar-
chitecture, the sharp spires that pierce the skighiMt be found in the du-
rability and value of the building materials? Woitide possible that her
glory is seen in her geographical location, perchegh on the hillside,
overlooking the valley or the plain below, or nedthmong the trees by the
trickling stream? Or is it the administration arrgamization of the church
that produces her glory? Could the mission of therch be that which
beautifies the church?

Obviously, the glory of the church has lessdonath the church building
and more to do with the members of the church. gdegraphical location,
the building components and building design caraané and facilitate the
gathering of the body of Christ. But alone, theydhaconstitute her glory.
The mission of the church fills an important ratehier life, but again, it is
not her primary glory. While administration and anggation are integral
parts of the church, in themselves they are noglbey.

Is the reputation and fame of the individual rbens the source of her
glory? Do they have an essential worth? Simeondfwhen holding Je-
sus in his arms, saw in Him the glory of God's peoghrist Himself
prayed, And the glory which thou gavest me | haxemy them" (John
17:22). At least part of this glory is the distict of being honored to rep-
resent God in the world (John 20:21). "Let youhtigo shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify yBather which is in



heaven" (Matthew 5:16).

The apostle Paul cherished the Thessaloniahriereas his glory and joy
(1 Thessalonians 2:20). They had made much progneige faith. The
inward character of this body of believers radiatedral beauty. This
beauty is not found in any other organizationsithe work and glory of
God that effects such a transformation. We aregptéssitting in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus (Ephesians 2:6). The redildgat that radiates from
the church is her glory.

What makes this glory possible? In Jeremiah 13:11 and 33:9, God clearly
declared it was His work on behalf of His peoplattvas the source of all
that distinguished them for good. This is also wbée church. As believ-
ers, we share a glory with God on the basis ofrelationship with the
Son. The glory of the church is made possible thinokier sanctification
wrought by God. It is through the Holy Spirit thie church is able to
keep Christ before her and grow up unto him inttalhgs (2 Corinthians
3:17-18; Ephesians 4:15). Any good that the chisdible to accomplish
is through the good hand of God.

In the Scriptures, the church is called the édl Christ. As such, there
is beauty in her being chosen by Christ. But therygbf the church may
not detract from the glory of the Father or the .SBhrist has placed His
bride on display as an evidence of His love. Hardedo draw all men to
Himself.

What are practical evidences of this glory? One outstanding quality of the
church is the holy lives of her members. In the shidf darkness and
wickedness, there is a people who have their siashed away by the
blood of Jesus. She is a body that is endeavooirkgep herself unspotted
from the world (1 John 3:3). Therefore, many tinsgdse appears old-
fashioned and tradition-oriented in order to maimthis haven of purity in
a hostile world. When sin is tolerated in the chushe becomes a byword
and a reproach to the Name of God.

Another display of her glory is the commitmeamd loyalty of the
church to her God. So many people today are irtestas what is popular
and fun. "They think it strange that [we] run nathwthem to the same ex-
cess of riot" (1 Peter 4:4). But the church demass the greatness and
glory of God as she remains sound in doctrine aydiues to uphold
what is right. Her desire must always be "We w#l tsue to Thee till
death!"

The church's glory is displayed in caring foeanother and sharing in
each other's lives. Those not experiencing theslsigsof the church find



such concern for one another difficult to underdtarhey marvel at how

God's people are willing to give and sacrifice thoe good of others. They
crave the oneness and the sense of belonging thaxperience as sons
and daughters in God's family.

The harmony and unity of the church is a disméglory. Individuals,
regardless of race or nationality, lose their idgnin Christ. Through
Christ they become one in interests, goals, andesdedn selfless labor,
they give of themselves for the cause of ChristhEane is interested in
Christ—not himself—receiving all the honor and gloHow quickly the
glory of the church is tarnished when schisms @itk body or discord is
sown among the brethren!

Individualism threatens the peace and harmorth@fichurch. Am I, are
you, a part of the building program?

I's the glory of the church only for time? The Scripture speaks of Christ in-
dwelling the believer by the Spirit as the "hopeglafry.” Presently we ex-
perience trials and sufferings, which will not b@at of our future glory
(Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 1 Peter 5:10)."Btien Christ, who is
our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appatr tim in glory” (Colos-
sians 3:4). In the future glory, we will have gfeed bodies. The faithful
church will be given unfading crowns of glory (1t&e5:4).

Until then, "Unto him be glory in the church by @trdesus throughout all
ages, world without end. Amen (Ephesians 3:21).

Jesus, Thou Friend divine,
Our Saviour and our King,

Thy hand from every snare and foe
Shall great deliverance bring.
Sure as Thy truth shall last,

To Zion shall be giv'in
The brightest glories earth can yield,

And brighter bliss of heav'n.
By: Timothy Dwight.
dBner Dennis
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Meeting the Loro in the Air.

Today we plan to assume our regular duties:inega washing, build-
ing, teaching, or doing whatever is our daily seledUnless today ... our
plans are suddenly interrupted with a shout, theevof the archangel, the
trump of God, and our rapid ascent from this etotmeet our Lord in the
skies. Are we prepared for and anticipating thisrption that will affect
our eternity?

One of the most wonderful privileges we holdCdmistians is the knowl-
edge that, whether we live or die, Christ will mretsomeday for us. "But |
would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, camogrthem which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others whigk ha hope" (1 Thessa-
lonians 4:13). This event brings on the consummatib God's plan for
creating man. Since God created man for His owryglad sacrificed His
own Son for man's salvation, what glory might avilaét appearance of His
Son to take redeemed mankind back to glory? Thagtmoof this event
should be our ultimate hope and comfort as we guutih life.

Paul spoke much of the return of Christ in Imistfletter to the Thessalo-
nians. The Thessalonian Christians lived in expexstaf Christ's return.
"Ye turned to God from idols to serve the livingdanue God; and to wait
for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from theddeven Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to come" (1 Thessalmi&:9-10). Just as
turning from idols to serve God is a proof of geruconversion, so expec-
tantly looking for Christ's return is an indicatiof salvation. It expresses
faith in God's coming wrath on the unbelievers.

We will marvel at the sight of Jesus in that.dawill also be a crowning
experience to meet our children, neighbors, redatiand acquaintances we
have influenced for salvation. It will add to owyj Laboring to bring
souls into the kingdom holds great reward. "Fortwwhaur hope, or joy, or
crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presenteur Lord Jesus
Christ at his coming?" (I Thessalonians 2:19).

It is God's desire to prepare and perfect ushfercoming of Christ. 'And
the Lord make you to increase and abound in lavéo.the end he may
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness beBwd, even our Father,
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all $agnts" (1 Thessalonians
3:12-13). It is imperative that we allow God to feet our love for Him
and for each other. When our hearts are fully atietl by love, then we
will be holy before God and unblameable at Chrigtising.



The final perfection of our person is anothesismn to anticipate our
meeting in the air. And the very God of peace sgngou wholly; and |
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body bes@need blameless unto
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful isthat calleth you, who
also will do it" (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24). Ourrgpwill have perfect
communion with God. Our soul will experience petifat of personality
and deliverance from sorrow and temptation as fbisver united with
Christ. Our body will be transformed from its cqtion and weakness to
an incorruptible and unfailing strength. We will Eeshioned anew in a
moment at "the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

"Then we which are alive and remain shall begbawp together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the aid aa shall we ever be with
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with theseds" (1 Thessaloni-
ans 4:17-18). Christ's second coming is to be af@mdrto His saints, but
too many times in life we do not find the thoughtis return a comfort.
Since we have our plans for the next year, we nsghtHis return as a dis-
appointment. To think of a sudden, unexpected nmption might seem
frightening. Or, we may have apprehensions becatis¢hat is revealed
about the end of time. Jesus speaks to us, "Legootheart be troubled....
If I go and prepare a place for you, | will comeisy and receive you unto
myself; that where | am, there ye may be also" {Jbi:1-3). This state-
ment of Jesus was couched in a message of corafblistdisciples for the
time of His departure. It is also a message of confor all troubled be-
lievers today.

The youth who live in anticipation of their fueucan know that God,
who created their joys and pleasures in life, hastimg for them a far
greater joy than they can imagine. The busy arebsiul lives of the fa-
thers and mothers are often comforted with the ped reward that
awaits when their life's work is over. To the suffg and terminally ill,
this promise brings comfort. Their suffering is Wothe wait for a better
place to which Christ is preparing to take theme Blged Christians, who
find that the joys of life have well nigh departedll find a joy in knowing
that Christ is waiting for them.

Christ is coming to give His people perfect rédk the saints of God can
find comfort in the hope of meeting Christ at Ha$urn.

Brother David.
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Passing On the Mantle

The mantle is symbolic of the prophetic offideatt was passed from
Elijah to Elisha. This transition illustrates pagson the responsibilities of
New Testament offices from one ordained brotheanother. As with
Elijah and Elisha, responsibility is often passeshf an older brother to a
younger brother. Older brethren must take theatmte to pass on respon-
sibilities to the younger generation.

The mantle was an outer garment which was wothe summer as well
as in the winter. It also served as a cover whHeemsng. Therefore, the
Law commanded that if anyone took another persoastle as a pledge,
he should return it before the sun went down (ExdeRi26-27). Men were
often identified by the type of mantle that theyraio

Elijah cast his mantle upon Elisha after he teés by the Lord to anoint
Elisha to be prophet in his place (1 Kings 19:19-2fter Elisha offered
sacrifice to the Lord, he followed Elijah and miei®d to him. Sometime
later, Elijah was taken up into heaven by a whintyiand Elisha took up
Elijah's mantle, which was left behind (2 Kings-2%). The prophetic of-
fice had now passed from Elijah to Elisha.

Passing on the mantle takes time. How long was it from the time Elijah
cast his mantle on Elisha until he actually toolkp® There are three time
notes between these two events that confirm a numirof six years that
Elijah and Elisha served together. There was ore petween the two
times Ben-hadad tried to capture Samaria (1 Kingil2). The second
time note states there were three years withoutbeaween Syria and Is-
rael (I Kings 22:1). The third time note statestthfier Ahab's death,
Ahaziah his son reigned for two years until he djast prior to the Lord's
taking Elijah into heaven (compare 1 Kings 22:5thvd Kings 1:17-18).

Since passing on the mantle takes time, we @er @rdained brethren
need to ask for help early enough to allow for agerif we ask for help
between fifty-five and sixty years of age, it stcbulormally allow for ten
years of working together.

Passing on the mantle calls for a gradual shift of responsibility. The first
few years, the older brother carries most of thegtewhile the younger
brother develops a feel for the work. Slowly thisfts until they find
themselves equally sharing the burden togetheer|tdte younger brother
carries the greater weight of the work while theéeolbrother is declining
in his abilities.



As older brethren we need a John the Baptisttalign "He must in-
crease, but | must decrease.” This calls for angitless to let go on our
part, such as turning over the books to the newateahaving the new
bishop officiate in ordinations, or shifting theepching schedule to allow
the older to slow down.

We need to rejoice to see our younger counterggow in their minis-
try. We should never resent their growing influemcethe congregation
and the development of their administrative cajp@dsl Our hearts should
burn within us when they open to us the Scriptaras grow in their ability
to expound the truth.

The Lord told Moses after Joshua's ordinatidmou shalt put some of
thine honour upon him, that all the congregatiorthef children of Israel
may be obedient” (Numbers 27:20). This is done Xpressing apprecia-
tion and support for the preaching and administeatble of the younger
minister.

The Scriptures highlight the need to be clotiéth humility when ad-
dressing ministerial relationships. This qualityergident when younger
ministers respect older ministers and all, regasilE age, are subject one
to another.

Passing on the mantle calls for staying close to each other. Elisha refused
to allow distance between him and Elijah. Regasileisere Elijah said the
Lord had sent him, Elisha always said, As the LOR®th, and as thy
soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two mteon” (2 Kings 2:6).
Issues have potential to put distance between thistny. Sometimes peo-
ple try to drive wedges between the ministry. Weymat allow this to
happen whether we are the older or the youngehérotThere is no substi-
tute for good communication to keep the ministryteth when facing
stressful times.

Why did Elijah entreat Elisha to stay behind whe was about to be
taken up by a whirlwind into heaven? Was it a festElisha, since he
needed to be present when Elijah was taken uphie&wven to receive a
double portion of Elijah’s spirit? If Elisha hadoaved distance to come be-
tween them, who would have picked up the mantle@ Aow would the
office have been passed on?

Broth@larence.
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Keysto Healthy Inter personal Relationships (Part 3)
Mutual Consultation

The air was heavy with apprehension as Daviddawmn the path. Com-
ing to Jonathan, he asked, "What have | done?and .what is my sin be-
fore thy father, that he seeketh my life?" (1 San20el). Jonathan assured
David, "God forbid; thou shalt not die.... Whatseethy soul desireth, |
will even do it for thee." These men are excellewidels of mutual shar-
ing.

Consultation requires humility. We face difficult decisions at times but
find it hard to admit our need of help. Asking amvican enable us to for-
mulate a safe conclusion. "Where no counsel ispdaple fall: but in the
multitude of counsellors there is safety” (Provetlisl4). It is a sign of
strength to seek counsel. By doing so, we admttwieaare incomplete in
ourselves and need the input of others. As we &mKs will, it may be
revealed through one who counters our personahatabn.

Consultation requires discernment. In our need, we should turn to those
who have experience. Moses was wise to accept ebdirmsn his con-
cerned father-in-law. Those who know our strengthd weaknesses are
the best source of advice. The advice of God-fgguarents is safer to fol-
low than the opinions of our peers. We should guwgydinst seeking ad-
vice selectively, as Ahab did. He asked counsé¢hefprophets that would
give him the answer he desired. Our best advicecarhe from those who
are more committed to the truth than to us. "Falthfe the wounds of a
friend" (Proverbs 27:6).

Consultation requires transparency. In an effort not to hurt or disappoint
another, we are tempted to step tactfully arousddas without truthfully
expressing our feelings. This can lead to misunideding. Spiritual
growth in the church is enhanced by "speaking tathtin love" (Ephe-
sians 4:15). When we are kindly frank with eacheathve can trust in the
goodwill of others' advice.

Consultation requires respect and true love. GOSSip many times marches
under the banner of brotherly concern. But the idemnice and privacy of
others is protected by godly love. "A talebearereedeth secrets: but he
that is of a faithful spirit concealeth the matt¢Proverbs 11:13). The
Golden Rule and the principles of Matthew 18 aidisterning the manner
and method of our sharing. "Where no wood is, thieeefire goeth out: so
where there is no talebearer, the strife ceasttwverbs 26:20).



Consultation must be couched in prayer. When asked to give advice, we
should not feel compelled to give an immediate amsBy spending time
in prayer, we may avoid impulsive words that we megret later. "The
heart of the righteous studieth to answer" (Provéf$128).

—eBrer Mark.
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PRAYER POINT
“The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much”

Pray that God would bless the parents among us
With wisdom to teach, train and discipline their children
While they are young and there is hope. Proverbs 18:19.

Let us pray, as Jesus did, that we may be perfect, united
in one as Jesus and the Father are one. John 17:22-23.

Thank God for His promise: “While the earth remaineth,
seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter
and day and night shall not cease.” Genesis 8:22.

Pray that God would keep us conscious of the fact that
“all things are naked and opened unto the eyes
of him with whom we have to do.
Hebrews 4:13.
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