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Editorial.

F arty Jo 5/’/7.

Sin is a personal transgression against theeagisness of God, and
every soul shall stand in judgment for his own vgoldow then could we
be partakers of other men's sins as Paul warnedthy? "Lay hands sud-
denly on no man, neither be partaker of other msin's: keep thyself
pure" (1 Timothy 5:22). To be a partaker meansshare." Paul was warn-
ing, "Do not impulsively ordain men lest in doing you become guilty of
sanctioning their sin or error." Guilt may be in@d if wrong is encour-
aged as right. Church leaders are accountabletablist role models that
will promote righteousness.

Parents, schoolteachers, board members, andichleaders should take
heed. To intentionally overlook sin makes us p@otthe sin. We share the
guilt. We will share the judgment. Scolding did mdtsolve Eli's account-
ability for the vileness of his sons. Permittedisisanctioned sin.

Anyone who hides the sin of another becomesygarthis error. God
pronounced a curse on Israel "if the people oflémel do any ways hide
their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his sedd Molech, and kill
him not" (Leviticus 20:4). The story of Achan iltustes the collective
curse that hidden sin brings upon a congregatibte. Whole congregation
was weak and fell prey to the enemy because of #slsn in their midst.

Fall council in preparation for Communion is apas. There is pressure
to shift away from the important aspect of groupramation. Pietism de-
nies that one's personal relationship with Godejgethdent on the holiness
of the body. However, if we have knowledge of hidden in a brother's
life, we are partaker of his sin. Peter rebukedp&ap, "How is it that ye
have agreed together to tempt the Spirit of theltr(Acts 5:9). We can-
not confess peace with God if we help our brothée his sin.

Associations with those who do wrong will make party to their sin.
"Wherefore come out from among them, and be yeraspasaith the
Lord" (2 Corinthians 6:17). An unequal yoke witletworld in business or
social life makes us party to their sin. Jehoshiaphaost lost his life for
the alliance he had with the ungodly (2 Chronicl®. Many spiritual
lives have been lost for the financial advantagafbhity with the world.
Partnership with the world cannot be an optiondivesthe Internet ques-
tion.



The encouragement or support of one who is dengng makes us
party to their error. "For he that biddeth him Gsuked is partaker of his
evil deeds" (2 John 11). Our Rules and Disciplickeoes this same thought
when it states, "Those members who stand by suchand out of fellow-
ship place themselves in the same state."”

We should not encourage wrong by passing itcalds relaying a bad
joke less evil than making it? Is there any differe between buying a car-
nal recording or simply passing it along? Many ®eskould be burned
rather than shared. If we pass along an item tleakens the spiritual life
of our brother, we carry the accountability of nrakhim partaker of our
sin. Sin is never a bargain, even if it is secondha

God forbid that we would be so spiritually dehdt we pressure others
to not expose our sin. We make them sin in doing'lsavere better for
him that a millstone were hanged about his nec#i, e cast into the sea,
than that he should offend one of these little biflegke 17:2).

There is a widening gap between the world ardstinctified Christian.
We should not, however, forget the brotherhood ahniHave we not all
one father? hath not one God created us?" (Ma&dii). God holds us
accountable as watchmen on the wall of the woddyive warning of im-
pending judgment. If we stand silently by as ouighleors go down the
road to perdition, are we not partakers of theas8iThe Spirit desires to
"reprove the world of sin” through our blamele$s And vocal testimony.
"When | say unto the wicked, 0 wicked man, thoultshiarely die; if thou
dolt not speak to warn the wicked from his wayt thecked man shall die
in his iniquity; but his blood will | require atitie hand" (Ezekiel 33:8).
"Keep thyself pure”! —BAS
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Preaching Christ of Goodwill.

Paul, while imprisoned at Rome, wrote to the Ppips regarding the
"furtherance of the gospel.” He observed, "Someeddoreach Christ even
of envy and strife.” These persons mistakenly tho®gul's preaching,

like theirs, was for personal recognition. With Piayprison, they could

get the credit for the spread of the Gospel—and ‘&tliction to [his]
bonds."” But they were wrong. Instead, he rejoited tChrist is preached"



(Philippians 1:12-18).

There were others, however, who preached Chriggdotl will." They
knew that his focus, motivation, and goals werelier"defence of the
gospel.” He coveted the salvation of souls, nofdulfélment of personal
ambition.

If we desire to be true fellow helpers in "the hattance of the gospel,” we
too must preach Christ, and we must do so with s goodwill—
toward our fellow laborers and toward those weréesi reach with the
Gospel.

Preaching Christ.

To "preach Christ" is indeed the work of everyideatr. No one is exempt.
Every believer has been ordained as an ambassb@atrist, his King. Je-
sus' parting words at His ascension were, "Ye $feslitnesses unto me"
(Acts 1:8).

To "preach Christ" requires boldness (Philippiar201L This boldness is
not a proud arrogance that instigates contentioncanfusion. It is rather a
fearless confidence, characterized by clarity gpehaess. With all the un-
certainties of today's world, the secular man'siftations are shaky. To-
day's world needs a forthright proclamation and alestration of Gospel
truth. We must not fail men, but constantly sount(d Thessalonians 1:8)
the message through unashamed verbal testimony.

To "preach Christ" effectively, we must be cleadgntified as His disci-
ples. Paul was determined that "Christ shall bemfiagl in my body." Our
lives either preach Christ or subtract from the sage. This demands that
our countenance, our dress, our everyday speeclhctans and reactions
all consistently bear testimony that we are follosvef Jesus Christ.

To "preach Christ" involves untiring toil. Perhaps see little or no fruit
from our labors. When there seem to be so few resgmto the Gospel,
when those we are trying to reach seem not toatawat the needs of their
own souls—what then? We labor on! God told Isatajpreach until there
was no one left for whom to preach (Isaiah 6:1ig@aPhing Christ must be
the consuming passion of every believer. We magneiax and think,
"I've done my part; I've fulfilled my duty. Let aths spread the message.”
When Jesus commanded His followers to spread tisp&bonessage, He
promised, "I am with you alway, even unto the efithe world." Your
work and mine, fellow ambassador, is not yet ddvie.must keep on
preaching Christ!

With Goodwill Toward Fellow Laborers

In the presentation of the Gospel message, theyenotabe a spirit of con-



test or competition. We serve in differing capa&stand even in separate
fields of labor within the great vineyard of thertdpyet we strive together
for the salvation of souls and the furtherancehef¥Master's kingdom. We
do not each have our own little serfdom to defendromote.

Those who accept the call to salvation are wonhosg; not to us, the hu-
man evangels. Therefore we are never in compefitiosouls. We are not
rivals, each seeking to win first the friendshigloé visitor at church so
that he is my "client.” Unlike children filling tirebags at a candy scram-
ble, we do not claim as our own those we are trianigelp.

Consequently, when individuals show interest inrttessage, it is not long
until we introduce them to fellow believers. Whitee one who made the
initial contact usually stays in touch with the lsgeg soul, he does not
snub his brethren with a "keep your distance,ithmy project"” attitude.
Just as the Good Samaritan brought his man tonthLuke 10:34), we
likewise bring those we are trying to help totheigpl inn, the church.
Here they receive multiplied spiritual blessings++fere than we can
give personally.

Though we labor separately, and perhaps even thaally, in spreading
the Gospel message, we must view our work as omle-wior indeed it is.
We will then, like Paul, "preach not ourselves, Gtrrist Jesus the Lord;
and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake" (@tG@ns 4:5). And we
will understand and appreciate that just as we leatered into the labors
of others (John 4:38), so others also will entes mur labors. We will then
concur with the laborer in Robert Frost's poem: ierk together,
whether they work together or apart."*

With Goodwill Toward the Lost

Duty compels us to declare the Gospel messageasp®isation of the
gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:17) is committed unto eaichs. Therefore we
each should identify with Paul's testimony in 1 i@tmans 9:16: "Neces-
sity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if lgae not the gospel.”

But is duty alone a sufficient motivation? Theraum must be a loftier
motivation: love. Granted, we cannot escape ourdmity. There may be
times when weariness of toil and dimness of visiampen our zeal. It
then takes the urgency of duty to keep us at @k tdevertheless, in this
momentous task of reaching out to the lost, loathar than duty, should
be our primary motivation.

"The love of Christ constraineth [takes hold of] (& Corinthians 5:14).
Christ's love shines through the believer intolibes of the lost. A caring
heart—or the lack of it—will definitely shine thrgh our efforts. A caring



heart shows interest in the ones we are tryingach with the Gospel. We
must be interested enough to meet them where tieen #heir spiritual
understanding—or lack of understanding. Becausevtbrk requires sin-
cere love and genuine interest, it is time consgmirtakes time—time to
listen, time to explain, and time to nurture theldhng faith. We must not
be like the salesman who gives his pitch, makedea and moves on to the
next prospect.

If our presentation of the Gospel is indeed mogdaty love and goodwill,
we will gladly and willingly impart of ourselves.pdstle Paul testified,
"So being affectionately desirous of you, we weiling to have imparted
unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also@un souls, because ye
were dear unto us" (1 Thessalonians 2:8). Are iengito be inconve-
nienced? Are we ready to sacrifice?

When our hearts burn with goodwill, we will enteaagelistic labors with
an attitude of hope and expectation. Let us eaattotgselves: How do |
really view the monthly distribution of the Living/aters or the scheduled
visit to the prison? With what attitude do | pagite in street meetings?
Do | really expect anyone to be interested in wiahave to offer? Do |
enter a work of this nature with a sense of doirygduoty, or do | approach
this work with burden and vision? Am | burdenedhittie prospect of the
lost dying unsaved, yet bright with the anticipataf influencing an eter-
nal soul—today? Do | return home with a sense ocbamplishment for
having done my part, or do | return with a growawgareness of the oppor-
tunities | have to reach souls for Christ? Do ld&een interest in helping
the next person | meet to find the true answeligets perplexing ques-
tions? In other words, am | merely doing my evaisgjelduty, or am | try-
ing to win individuals? Do | focus on doing the Wwar on winning the
souls'?

We meet our best opportunities to touch the wastddhrist as we rub
shoulders with others in our everyday walk of life. have organized
evangelistic efforts is indeed a worthy work. Budge who know us in our
work clothing know us best. There the Gospel iWn and read of all
men" (2 Corinthians 3:2). Do | demonstrate a CHilst spirit of goodwill
in every relationship? Do | portray a holy, heayasduntenance in every
encounter? Is every area of my life conformed eéo@wospel | proclaim?

A spirit of goodwill enables us to see the potdrdfaeach soul. Every hu-
man being is viewed as a candidate for heaverieciship. We see be-
yond what he is to what he can be by the graceodf Ghose who have



such an outlook know no bounds of class or raceyHne not judgmental
and do not readily stereotype an individual or@ugt They do not view
persons as being beyond hope. Instead, they endieakeep up the con-
tact, and they keep praying. To whatever extent #ne able, they "preach
the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).

When our vision of eternity affects our daily pegsfive of life, we will be
preaching Christ of goodwill. "For what is our hopejoy, or crown of re-
joicing'? Are not even ye in the presence of owdLiesus Christ at his
coming?" (1 Thessalonians 2:19). Brother Scott.
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Church Committee Report -~ Congregational Cottage Meetings

By definition, a cottage meeting is an asseniblg small, single-storied
country house. As we use the term, it is a sereicsinging and Bible
study held in a private residence. A singing serghould include a short
Bible reading with comments, and a Bible study $thauclude at least one
song.

What response do we expect if we ask our neighibdould you be in-
terested in a cottage meeting in your home?" Thparese may be, "Cot-
tage meeting? What's that?" This term may not comcate very well
what we actually have in mind. Instead, we couk] &&/ould you be open
to some of our church friends coming for a hymngsamd short Bible
reading?"

Who should we consider asking for such a sedle should remember
members of our own church who are unable to gohtoah or who are
very limited in going away. We should be alert hmge facing special
needs, such as the elderly, the sick, or thoseriexming reverses. We
should be diligent in developing contacts with #hdlsat express spiritual
interest and ask about our beliefs.

The purpose of a service with professing Clamstiis to encourage and
challenge. The service may be more evangelistib wibse who do not
profess faith in God.

Following are some tips for cottage meeting piag and procedure.



1. Communicate clearly with the folks you are catitey. Check back with
them before the meeting to make sure they remethbelans.

2. Know how much room the host has available. imfahe host of the
group size. Especially for the first time, keep rygroup small.

3. Discuss your usual procedure ahead of timeéhdfhtost prefers that the
group sit, you may need to supply folding chairsisTmay limit the group
size.

4. Assign someone to bring songbooks and chaiis.ifthportant to have
more than enough.

5. For a small group, you may need to select thecpaants. Consider the
parts for singing, the ratio of children to adulisd suchlike. Make sure,
however, that each family is impartially includexbeer or later.

6. Be considerate of your host's hospitality. Attez service is over, visit-
ing with them for a short time may be appreciaidt. visiting among your
own people should be kept brief.

7. A Bible study should focus on basic themes aassages for those new
to the faith. A regular continued study should dall a systematic ap-
proach. Be open to subjects that interest the host.

8. Keep good records. They are valuable in planfiitige activities.
"Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with timyght; for there is no
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in grave, whither thou
goest" (Ecclesiastes 9:10). Br. K.M. for the Church Committee.
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Cultivating Godly Character /P art 5/
The For,«fiven ess of. Josep]1

Joseph's brothers were terrified. Standing befoeentwas their brother,
Joseph, the second most powerful man in all Egipeir past treachery
had finally caught up with them. But no! What waseph saying? "So
now it was not you that sent me hither, but Godb"Hint of bitterness. No
scathing words. What can we learn from Joseph's\pkaof forgiveness?
Genuine forgiveness chooses reconciliation rathehan recompensgGene-
sis 45:4-8). In this beautiful drama of Josephi®laion of his identity, no



words of reproach spoil Joseph's forgiving conddieseph had the power
to settle accounts from twenty-two years beforestdad, the heavenly
power of gentle reconciliation flowed from his he&ultivating a forgiv-
ing spirit involves choosing to return gentlenesshie one who tarnished
my reputation with a false story.

Genuine forgiveness lovingly "covereth a transgressn.” Forgiveness is
shown not only in what we do but also in what wendt do. Joseph evi-
dently had never disclosed his brothers' treactevgn when he revealed
his identity, Joseph prized privacy. Human natuesirgs to reveal an-
other's offence; divine love conceals it. "He thavereth a transgression
seeketh love; but he that repeateth a matter depangery friends" (Prov-
erbs 17:9). Joseph's public quietness toward lothér's offences returned
rich redemptive dividends. He gained his brothers!

Genuine forgiveness flows from a heart of compassiqGenesis 45:15). Jo-
seph gave his miserable brothers the kiss of brgtheve, encouraged
them to come near to him, and wept with them. "Aftdr that his brethren
talked with him" (45:15). In circumstances wheramwdeelings freeze, di-
vine compassion melts the desire to retaliate. iFioig from the heart can
transform men with cold shoulders into close frend

Genuine forgiveness seeks to bring a comforting entb past offences
(Genesis 45:10-11). Joseph's forgiveness travakddcond mile by invit-
ing his father and brothers to move near to hirkgypt. What a contrast
to the brothers' gleeful good riddance years bé#rergiving spirit takes
the initiative to draw near to the one who injured. Do | make the move
to meet after church?

Genuine forgiveness is enduring(Genesis 50:15-21). Joseph's brothers
worried that, in the wake of their father Israelksath, Joseph's forgiveness
might shatter. They came seeking reassurancehiatpast crime was still
forgiven. Joseph "spake kindly unto them." All wasll. Such constancy
is a jewel in brotherhood relationships!

Joseph's forgiveness foreshadowed Christ's gieidegiveness. Like Jo-
seph's brothers, every accountable person stasbling before the One
he has "sold" in living for self. What redemptivends He speaks: "Nei-
ther do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more"! Brother Daniel.
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PRAYER POINT
“The effectual fervent prayer
of a righteous man availeth much”

Thank God for the open doors to spread the Gospel daome and in the for-
eign fields. Pray that each one of us would have dua burden for the lost
that we would be ready to go where He sends us.

Pray that the Lord would search our hearts and

“’See if there be any wicked way in us
And lead us in the way everlasting.
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