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My brother mentioned the fact that we need tislem of God in teaching our children in rela-
tion to money matters. This afternoon | feel like're looking at a subject that also needs much
wisdom. It wasn't for me a particularly easy sabfaut we will share what we have.

Those of us that have been parents or are pdfensuire we can identify with what we are look-
ing at here this afternoon. It can be a real engk to answer children's questions can it notd An
for some reason it seems like the smaller the cufdetimes the harder it is to answer the question.
| would like to say that it is a tremendous prigieto raise children, to rear children. It is aipr
lege because of the enrichment that it brings tolives, the opportunity to teach, to mould, to in-
fluence a child for truth and for right. | beliewe are looking at something that is one of the most
fulfilling things that we can do, the matter of ichiearing and answering their questions.

We might also notice that it is a tremendoupaesibility for parents to answer their children's
guestions. It is a tremendous responsibility amdbelieve it carries with it accountability. Every
child that comes into our home is a never dyind aod will spend eternity in heaven or hell and so
| believe that parents who take their responsiédiseriously will feel the weight of that on their
shoulder to be guiding this little baby, this yowtuld to a happy end in Christ.

Now what we would like to say this afternoon @bly will not be new to some of you, Brother
Luke when he shared with me, reminded me that yagos especially in the early years of the
church foundation there was quite a bit of teaclangchild training, child rearing and there is a
new generation on the scene that has not heard thessages and some of the truths that we will
share this afternoon we’re just simply re-shariftatvhas been shared with us in the past because
the new generation has to think things throughtliemselves. They have a new responsibility to
face. Now before we go to questions and answessuld like to make a few observations in rela-
tion to this.

| would like for us to think this afternoon ofexy child coming to us as a sheet of white paper
that God gives to us, it is a pure, untainted, &vklieet of paper. This sheet of paper is waiting t
receive impressions, it is our responsibility bifi that sheet of paper with good impressionsilbf
kinds. That paper represents an empty mind, itessprts an open mind, it is ready to soak up eve-
rything that we tell that child and again | haverémmember that that in itself is a tremendous re-
sponsibility. To think that that child is relyiman me to fill in the right things on that sheetpai-
per. And for that sheet of paper we have the resipity of sharing good information, good im-
pressions that will be a help to that child, weodiave a responsibility to try to avoid wrong infor
mation, wrong impressions that might take the chitdng.

There is a sense in which, | believe, that wpaents are like programmers of a computer pro-
gram, that we need to be filling in the right infation so that our child's perception of truth and
reality is right. In that our children are in a serare at the mercy of us as parents to be fitlieg
right things in their mind that will affect them later life. | give that as a challenge to eveayent,
to take seriously that responsibility of what goaghat sheet of white paper.

Firstly | have an observation that | would lilceshare and that we need to keep in mind in rela-
tion to questions that preschool children andtke ltlder will ask. These very young children will
believe almost anything that we tell them and sis wery, very important that we tell the truth.
Children are not made to discern teasing, to theem ¢he make-believe can be real, so when big



brother starts to tease little brother about ther lteat is under the bed, we have something to say
don’'t we? Because we know that little children'thandle that kind of information, they lack the
ability to discern between what is real and whay i@ teasing. | believe that related to that fact
that we need to remember that especially when gigimswers to preschool children that they want
things black and white, the grey areas are diffibml them. In their questions they want a black-
and-white answer. Is neighbour Sally a Christiarsoit she? Yes or No.

And that is the thing that complicates our j@vehthis afternoon to be able to give the rightkin
of answer, to be truthful and fair to the child dnslould say with that and might suggest that in a
sense the simpler the answer the better. Agaamslthinking of preschool children.

Secondly: On the other side of the coin wedeking at the credibility of the child. This is tre
mendous in the first years of their life and wedeeseize the opportunity to be teaching the truth
about God, the attributes of God. There is ncebeitne because in that time the child will believe
what we tell them and so it is important that we tling them the right things, it is importanath
we be teaching what is correct from the view of Bilele. Now | have been told that the Catholics
used to have a saying that, | assume its trueye'@s a child that is six years old and they walleb
Catholic for life.” Now we know that that is nodQ% true even in a Mennonite setting, but there is
a lot of truth about it that in that what we tedlsl preschool mind, a mind that is very impression-
able, ready to soak up every little bit of inforioatwe give and it is left with lasting impressions
So there again the challenge is to take that s&lyi@and to make sure we are doing that right.

Thirdly an observation that we would like teage this afternoon is that parents have an accumu-
lation of wisdom to share with their children andd3s expecting the parents to take that responsi-
bility, to take that opportunity to share the traothGod and His word with the child. On the other
hand we have a child that wants to know and soameectogether and try to have that wisdom and
that knowledge transferred to that child. | woulkelIto suggest and would like to notice that God
has a plan for that transfer. | ask you to loobatiteronomy 6 and notice a few verses there about
God's plan, | believe in Deuteronomy 6 we havedyrgamics for that transfer of wisdom from the
parent to the child. The first verse | would likenotice is verse seven, here we want to seeahe p
rental initiative that God expects of the parent.

Deuteronomy 6:7 says; “Andthou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, adlt talk of
them whenthou sittest in thine house, and whtrou walkest by the way, and whehou liest
down, and whetthou risest up.” Who is théhou? Well the parent. The parent | believe we see
here has the primary responsibility and initiatige child instruction, it is not the school, it mot

the church, it is not some day care centre. Wiewm|and teach that the church and the school are
to assist, the way it says in our discipline ig thay shall assist in this matter of teaching chil-
dren, and we are certainly glad for that.

Sometime ago | was challenged in Guatemala avitexample that helped me to really think this
whole thing out for this to take place. We havarily that is attending our church at La Cumbre
from a neighbouring town, professing Christianst tare dissatisfied with the church and had been
attending for a little while at our church and dhimg that impressed us was the job that these par
ents have done with their children. These childrenvery respectful, very obedient and the father
and the mother both have a very good relationship their children, they sit down and explain
things, and teach things and there is just somgthary beautiful about that home. The children
started to go into junior high school, the oldesb § think he sent to seventh grade, and all of a
sudden he realised that there were some influemgethere waiting to undermine all of the good
that they had done. And so they became concerpeut sdhe need for a Christian day school and
this year they chose to put their children in atlra®l because they saw, that in spite of all trst be
that they did, there is in this society much wagtio undermine all the good that they did, and they
have awakened to the need of a Christian school.



Then | had to think on the other hand of the fartiiat comes to our church that is not what it
should be, the parents are not as diligent as wiegt should be in the teaching of their children,
they have sent their children to our school alirthees, some have been in and passed through and
never became Christians and | had to be impresséueldifference between the two parents. Here
we have one set of parents that is trying to deititout a Christian school and up-to-that seventh-
grade they were a doing a better job of child trerthan the parents that had their children in our
school all those years.

Children will ask questions. In the Bible wevba number of examples where children ask ques-
tions. Isaac had some questions for his father Wdorawhen they went out to Mount Moriah, We
read inJoshua 4:1-7 how when Israel passed over Jordan to the prohtésel they took 12 stones
and they built an altar and they were told to dse, tthe idea of it was that there would be a memo-
rial in the years to come, 50 years 200 years diwrroad of time the children that would be the
descendants of those who passed over the Jordaldl wski what is that about? And an answer
would be forthcoming.

Memorials serve a very important aspect of nadmimg information of things that have happened
and so there again it is understood and assumte tohildren will ask questions. The Bible says
even Jesus asked questionske 2:42-46 when Joseph and Mary were looking for Him and they
found him in the temple and said he was sittinthe midst of the doctors, was hearing them and
asking them questions.

What we are looking at this afternoon is how thatt of the transfer of wisdom and knowledge
will come through the questions of the child, wedéo understand that that is part of God’s plan.
Another thing we would like to notice in Deuteronp@as something that needs to be in place for
that transfer of wisdom is the idea of parent/cliddetherness. In other words where a proper
transfer of knowledge and wisdom is to take pldeeparent must be with the child. We are look-
ing at the need for togetherness so that righgthare going to happen.

| would like for you to turn back to verse sevddrDeuteronomy 6 and notice the importance of
togetherness. Let's read verse seven againd thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy dnén,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thinage, and when thou walkest by the way, and when
thou liest down, and when thou risest updr that to happen the parent will have to be i
child. We could say it like this, making it praxl, | shall talk with them, it says that when we a
sitting down at our house, more than just at mead.t | believe there is a lot that should happen,
right things should happen, around the meal taid,then it says; As thou walketh by the way, we
could say while we are driving, while we are workitut together. And then it says; When thou
liest down, we are looking at bedtime, and risgstini the morning. The question is how is this to
happen? For example the father gets up earlyamtbrning, leaves for work at six o'clock, he is
gone all day, comes home at four or five, he'dtilee may sit down to rest for a little bit or mayb
he wants to read the newspaper, some magazinethemdupper comes and then maybe he might
have to leave after supper for some engagememnoe sippointment, and so therefore the mother,
since father isn't there, the mother has to talegehof the family devotions that they didn't get
done in the morning, it has to be done in the exggrihe father is not there, he is not there in the
morning and sometimes he is not there in the egeriihen it comes to bedtime and there is no
time for a bedtime story because mother is toaty and the children also, so we may think; Well
tomorrow we will do better right? Well | think wean understand what the difficulty is and the
stress we have in our society, where father hasvirk away from home and that | believe is one
of the plusses for living on a farm or again fof-eenployment because the possibility of together-
ness is greater.



Now | want to say with that at the same time,tfee encouragement of the day labourer, that it
does not mean that the day labourer can't genié dd believe simply what it means that it wilkéa
more effort, it's going to take more planning ts@e that togetherness, but we must see that it
happens and to do that we need to keep rightifeesar Someone said recently, and | had never
thought about it but I like the thought, he saitihat the day labourer at least should not be wgrkin
on Saturday if he has children so that can be jatmie.” I like that thought. | believe if a fagh
a parent has quality time with his children on &3y, has some interaction with the family, in any
project or in the matter of just being with theldhi know one parent that likes to have time when
he goes away that he just takes one child alonfpatohe could talk and keep connected with his
child. [ think that is all very good and importahut in any case we need to ensure togetherness or
the right things are not going to happen.

The fourth observation | would like to shardahiat we need to look at questions as splendid op-
portunities not as a bother. Parents it is al@gd. God forbid that our children should comedo
with their questions and we don't have time, ordea't want to take the time to answer their ques-
tions, we are losing a golden opportunity that wie live to repent. It is a tremendous privilege t
teach, to mould and to influence for the right thied of our children, and we do that by answering
their questions. So be patient and take persamatest in your child's questions and be glad to
share your knowledge. We have more or less 20syteaget that job done, hopefully some ques-
tions will also come after our children leave hoimat principally our window of opportunity shuts
within 20 years or maybe a little before, so ldtsour job well as the children grow up.

The fifth observation | would like you to noticethat in all of our answering the child's quesss

we need to protect the innocence of the child. r@laee two aspects to that, but the one thinglthat
would just like to share with you that a brotheargld is, avoid controversial and scary information.
For example; someone knows that in Iraq there is thare is a lot of talk around the table about
the Irag war and the concern over it, and somle lkithildren can't handle that kind of information,
because in their little minds they hardly can cashend what's going on, they know that something
serious is at stake. The bombing of the Twin Towkssippose every family has talked about that
some but the comments that we make especiallystimaound the type of involvement of other
people, we need to be careful that we don't loaccthild with information that it cannot handle. |
think if we can do that it would be a definite plaghis matter of answering questions.

The sixth observation we would like to see &t tthildren ask questions for different reasons and
we need to discern the reasons for the questitdssially it's for information, | believe sometimes
that it is to seek attention and security, thalthent to have an interaction with their parent.
Sometimes children’s questions are to challengesthtis quo, Why? Why must we do this and
that and the other thing? Sometimes it becomedfart to sidetrack the parent to avoid obedience.
We need to analyse a little bit what is motivatihg questions.

The next observation before we go into questiém answering your child’s questions you might
consider Jesus approach to questions. | haverésponses that we could notice throughout the
scripture when Jesus was approached with questiOme: we can answer directly with the infor-
mation, with the facts. Sometimes Jesus answergdanguestion and that is something to consider
when the question is especially sticky or maybewsat them to learn to think through. They can
help a child to analyse things if we ask a quedbecause we want to stimulate thought on the part
of the child. Sometimes Jesus answered with la Btory, | like that, and then He answered the
guestion. Sometimes there is nothing that makegdmnt better than a little story. You could say:
Well let me tell you a little story about a litt®y or little girl that did this and then show whtiite
choice of that child was and the outcome, thengbititback to their question and the answer by that
time is usually obvious. Sometimes Jesus answéesd with silence. | believe there is a place, |
don't think it's the normal thing, but sometimesewtwe know it is not an honest question | think



one of the best thing parents can then do is teilbat and we communicate to that child that he
knows better than to be asking that question.

We'd like to look at some questions, | askediagoa little bit, | couldn't remember all the ques-
tions that came to us from our small children gt some help, some examples of questions that
little children are asking nowadays.

| have | believe four categories that we woikeé ito look here to questions. The why’s of God?
For example, His existence, His working, why doesdlow this? Or why He causes this. And
one question that might not always come from thesghool child, but probably will, where did
God come from? And this is one of the questioas te need to admit and need to tell the child
that we do not know, we just don't know, the Bib&er explains it and we can't say. But we can
say one thing; we do know that He exists becaugisf He has answered our prayers, we have
seen Him change lives of wicked men and make goed, we look at creation and we see that
there is a mind, there’s things we can throw imekage that confirms the facts about God.

Another question that is close to that, that esmbelieve sooner or later, is why did God make
Johnny not normal? Why would a good God makeaxdet child? That is not an easy one. And
here again | believe that we need to confess teadam't really know, we don't know why. We can
say maybe God had a special plan and we don't stagher it at this point. | think somewhere along
the line we need to explain that there are sonmgshihat God causes and there’s other things that
God allows and we are not always sure which otwheit might be. John 9:1-3, the disciples came
to Jesus with a question: Here is a man that was flond, now who sinned? Did that man sin or
did his parents sin that he was born blind? | lksus’ answer, “Neither has this man sinned nor
his parents but that the works of God should beemadnifest” | believe that thought needs to be
backed up for this kind of question that we aresuse we have an answer for. God for some reason
has allowed it to happen and maybe someday welknstand.

Another question is: How can God live in our fitaWe teach children that God lives in our
heart. Well, we can explain again the omnipreseasic&od, | think we can go to scripture and
show that the Bible teaches that the Holy Spiviediin the lives of every Christian and since God
can be everywhere at any time, why it's quite fdsghat God can be in our lives and in our hearts
and be our companion.

The second set of questions I'd like to lookratthe Why's of death, heaven and hell. And here
again we get into some really tough ones.

One that comes up many times: Will there be alsrand toys in heaven? And if there is not how
can we be happy in heaven if there aren't any @oys1y animals there? What do you say? Well |
believe that one possible answer that we can sinaighe Bible doesn't really tell us whether ¢her
are these things in heaven or not, | think we egrtisat truthfully. The one thing | am sure of,d50
will have some things there to make children hapgihink we can confirm that fact because we
know that God is good, He has promised a beauyilade, a beautiful place that He is preparing for
us where everything will be happiness and bliss smeve can assure that child that there will be
something there, we don't understand exactly wthaillibe like, but there will be something there
to make the children happy.

Another question. How will our bodies come otithe grave? Or what will our bodies be like
when we go to heaven. Well, there again we ard®0% sure but | think we can tell them that the
Bible does say God's power is going to do it aredBIible does say that our bodies are going to be
changed, exactly how they are going to be changedam't know, but we do know the Bible says
that we shall know as we are known.



Another question is; Will we look like ourselvaisknow each other? | think we will, and the rea-
son | say that is that on the Mount of Transfigratyou know when Peter, James and John were
there and they saw Jesus talking with Moses andtElihere was no introduction was there? They
just said Moses and Elijah, | think they just knemst by looking and | think that's the way it's go-
ing to be in heaven, | don't think we're going &ed introductions. | think God is somehow going
to make it happen that we know each other. You thsggree with that but | think that is some-
thing we can say.

How are we going to talk all the different laages in heaven? Did you ever a struggle with that
one? All the different languages, all the peopterf different languages are going to come, how
are we going to talk and understand each other@reTagain | think we can reassure them that God
is going to make it possible because really, a&tlerll language is thought, we talk with thougdlot
we not? Like if I'm in Guatemala and an Americames down and | meet a Guatemalan brother
and we have an exchange with the brother and theriéem brother says: What did he say? | don't
say the words that the Guatemalan brother samly thee thought. So I think in some way that God
will have it that we are all going to be able tixt@ each other.

The next category that we would like to looksathe Why of who are the Christians and who isn't
and what's right and what is wrong. Remember wieataid, that the preschool child is trying to
figure all that out, they are setting the basisheifir thinking, what is reality and what is trueda
how is it? And so they are not able to distinguisiween teasing and factual information and so
they want this in black-and-white, back to the itleia question that has come to one mother, they
had a visit with their neighbour lady and she tbieim, she talked about God, she told them that she
prayed for them, but she didn't look exactly likeit children are used to seeing a Christian look.
Mother, is she a Christian? She talked about Glod,says she prays for us, but she doesn't have a
covering on. Or maybe it's something else.

| think there are three possibilities of answettimgse types of questions. Now our concern is
that we don't want to use the term Christian scelyithat our children can get confused and think
that a Christian can do about anything and look éikything. But | think one way we can answer
the questions sometimes is “We do not really kndame people call themselves Christians and
they really are not. But we do not always know wand who is not.” If you have doubts, serious
doubts, reasons to have serious doubts, you cafilsewe my doubts, but | do not really know.”

The second possibility we can say is that “Somepleecall themselves Christians but since
their parents did not teach them all of the Billke bur parents taught us, well, they need to read
their Bible and learn more about the Bible. Andybeathat is the case with our neighbour lady.”
Now this is probably the preferred one if we haweriaction with our neighbour lady where the
feedback from the child could reach the neighbady] but | would say especially if our professing
Christian neighbour shows a Christian spirit aretéhis something “Christian” about them, about
the person’s character. | think we can say this.

Now, the third possibility is if you have seriousuthts you might say it like this. “Is she a
Christian?” You might say, “Does she look like 8heAnd then it is their laps to say, “Well, no,”
and then you let it rest. There again if for soe®son there is exchange and you are protecting an
embarrassing situation like if you would have aeothnteraction with a neighbour and we say that
the neighbour is not a Christian because [of] sbsam the children will sometimes embarrass us
and they just tell the neighbour that. So, letrysind avoid unnecessary embarrassments.

If a neighbour is not a professing Christian we ci@arly say, “No, they do not believe in Jesus
and they do not believe in the Bible so no theyrartea Christian,” There is no problem at all with
that.

Now, here is a question that came, that happetethdt lady going to hell since she drives a



red car?” Or this question comes about anothagtliis that person going to hell because they
have a TV?” or they have a radio, or somethingavbifi? Then, what do we say? | would say
this, “Driving a red car, or having a TV is not aagantee they are going to hell.” And I will give
you an explanation why | believe | can safely $at.t | know of a Mennonite Bishop that was in-
vited to a wedding out West. He flew out planniagent a car to go to the wedding. When he got
there the only thing that was available was a sed énd that is what he drove to the wedding.
Now, if he would have died in that red car wouldhaee been lost? Well, no.

Another example | think we can think through ahisuhis. We have people from non-
Mennonite backgrounds who became Christians. Btayed seeking the truth. And along the
way they realized that “This TV does not reallydrg] in this house,” and they get rid of it. And
they keep on growing in their Christian life anaéetually come and join our church. We receive
them in and we maybe baptize them or just recéigmton confession of faith. It depends. But,
the question is this, “When did that person becar@ristian?” Do you follow what | am saying?
Now, | know we are dealing with a delicate situatamd maybe you do not all agree with this plan
but somewhere along the line | think we can comiatei the right thing without undermining our
position.

We need to realise that sometime sooner or lagechiidren actually have to understand that
there are some things that are not necessarilygnrothemselves but that our church has drawn a
line for our safety, for our protection and therefd is sin for us. But it may not necessarilysie
for the neighbour.

4) The fourth category of questions that is moom@lthe way into teenage years or maybe even
before teenage years, but certainly in the teepages, “Why do | have to wear these shoes or this
belt or this shirt or this pants,” and the list lwbgo on. Why? Now, what happens when a question
comes like that to a parent? It is easy to ganidated if we do not have a black and white answer
maybe, to give. But I think that if sometimes vem @xplain, especially thinking that maybe a
minister’s son or daughter has that item, we neexkplain that we are not condemning our brother
or his child for that thing but we have some stadsldghat we have decided for our home that we
feel are good and right and we are planning tchdbit our home.

“Why can | not have a dress like . . . that sisterzhe bishop’s [wife] even maybe? Or, why
do we have to be different. Why can we not do @ieer people do. Well, there again | think we
are back to the same answer that “This is whatrelanning to do in our home and we are not
planning to judge other homes on the basis of aur standards.”

One thing children will need to understand, onadhhat is important that they understand
sooner or later, is that if we justify what we dovwhat we do or what we can see in another brother
or another sister or even in the family of anothérister or bishop, if we can find someone some-
where that allows this, there is only one way weguing to go and that is down. We need to have
brethren who have convictions for their family whitey feel strongly about, which they feel is
good and right and we just need to draw a linestadd on it. | know that is not always easy. And
sometimes we maybe do back off a certain positegedding on the circumstances but do not be
too easily intimidated parents, with your childteat bring up these objections.

You look around a little bit and see the parends #re making it with their children and you
will see there that there are some things probgaly/they are not allowing that maybe others allow
but that parent is setting a line and is standimg.0And that is very good and very importantttha
there is at least a little some of that that ouldeén experience. Otherwise if we do not who has
control of our child? Us or other people? We nkestp hold of the steering wheel for our home
and for our children and some of those things dratwests whether that is getting done or not.

Now, what about though, when it is sometimes sBiat,‘| just cannot make my child be a mis-
fit. Ijust cannot bring myself to do it.” Wellwould say one of two things. A lot of times they
are not misfits because you do not allow say atwrggch or a recorder or whatever. It does not
necessarily make them misfits. Now, it is possibleelieve it is possible sometimes for a parent t



ask that many things that are that different fromnorm of the group that it can create possibly
another set of problems where children if they faelrejection of friends and feel that other peopl
look down on them it can start a revolt. | haversthat happen, | believe, a resentment toward par-
ents can occur. But let us not get too concermelh not think there are very many of us doing
that.

| would say that if we feel that if what we want fwur children is that much different from our
group maybe we should be considering a differeatahfellowship.

5) The last category of questions are the Why'sxidtence. We maybe are asked: “Where do
babies come from?” Just a few general guidelines.

1) | think we need to give graded answers accgrtbrage. | do not think we need to make the
mistake of giving a lot of details to young chéd.

2) | think our answers should be enough thatféegishe child for the moment.

3) I do not think that a parent should ever teluatruth.

Our answers should be truthful and hold up enlding run. | would say that the three main gen-
eral guidelines. | would just say this that ifhés any parent that would like to have more lelp
this area | could recommend Lloyd Kniss’ bookRnactical Pointers for Training Your Child
You might not agree with everything he says bu¢ast there are some ideas that | think are help-
ful.

In conclusion in relation to this important mattéret us welcome the questions of our children
and let us be fair with them. | think we do needbé¢ careful about keeping the silence. If ouldchi
gets to the feeling that we really do not wantrisveer their questions they will stop asking and
they will be asking somewhere else. So, let usgen. Let us be truthful in our answers. And
when we do not have the answers or it is a readigt one just admit, “I do not know. Maybe we
can find out the answer somewhere.” But just retvamthat we are dealing with never dying souls
and what a tragedy if we fail in this important jolbteaching our children what they need to know
about God.



