The Authority of Jesus’ Name

Christian greetings to each one in the precimarme of Jesus, the One
who said “I am the way, the truth, and the lif§he One who said that “no
man cometh unto the Father, but by mi&jhn 14:6). | believe that, in an
essence, shows a little bit the authority of Jethesauthority of His name.

| invite your attention for an opening Scriptue Mark chapter 16, |
would like to read some of the closing words oludesfter His death, after
His resurrection and just before He left His folerw to return to His heav-
enly Father. We have here in Mark’s Gospel asnalensed version of the
events that took place after His resurrection aedhave here in Chapter
16:14 the believers were gathered together in gpemuroom | believe it
was, and Jesus appears to them:

Mark 16:14-20'Afterward he appeared unto the eleven as thegtsaeat,
and upbraided them with their unbelief and hardrésweart, because they
believed not them which had seen him after he w&n > And he said
unto them Go ye into all the world, and preach the gosjpetvery crea-
ture. 6 He that believeth and is baptized shall be savetle that believ-
eth not shall be damne&And these signs shall follow them that believe;
In my name shall they cast out devils; they shatlak with new tongues;
18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink dagdly thing, it shall
not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick] drey shall recovetSo
then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he waswed up into heaven,
and sat on the right hand of Go8And they went forth, and preached
every where, the Lord working witthem,and confirming the word with
signs following. Amen.”

We notice in verse 17 Jesus commanded them, tdeygave them a mis-
sion, they were to be His representatives on ednty were to be wit-
nesses of His resurrection, they were to spreagdbpel message to all the
world and He says there that He gave them a pawgo talong with that,
something that was not native to them for the wibet was before them.
Jesus said: “Go.” And He said “I will empower yfmur the work.” “But
ye shall receive power’Acts 1:8). And how did He do that? Well it was
through the aid of His Holy Spirit.



Jesus said in verse 17 He said “And these sigrikfellaw them that be-
lieve; In my name shall they cast out devils.”"Mg name speaks about the
authority of Jesus name — through Jesus name. tNeywvould not have
the power to fulfil their mission in their own pomleut it was only through
Jesus’ name. It is through the authority of Jesuse.

I would just like to note a few instances in thaok of Acts it records

how the Apostles used the name of Jesus with theoaty and the re-
sponse of what happened when His hame was usecuwltbrity.
In Acts 3:6 first of all, this is the account where Peter dotin went out to
the Temple, in the hour of prayer and the lame mhao was laid at the
gate asking for alms and he called to Peter and dmhalms but Peter
said: “Silver and gold have | none; but such aauenl give thee,” verse 6,
and then He said: “In the name of Jesus Christ adaxeth rise up and
walk.”

What was it about the words He spoke that carr@mes authority? “In
the name of Jesus Christ rise up.”

And we notice what happened: “he took him by tightrhand” What hap-

pened then? “And he (the lame man) leaping updstand walked, and

entered with them into the temple, walking, angbieg, and praising God”

(Acts 3:8) Well, the authority of Jesus name here was tabheal this man

through the authority, the power of Jesus and we Ih&cause of what has
happened the multitude gathering around, they wer®us what was this

new thing, what had happened? And it gave Petedahd, an opportunity

to witness to them and they used the opportunifyoiat out that this man

through Jesus, the One that they had despised ettt they had re-
jected was the means by which this man was madéwho

Notice what it says in verse 1&cts 3:16"And His name” (Jesus that is)
“through faith in His name hath made this man siromhom ye see and
know: yea, the faith which is by him hath given hims perfect soundness
in the presence of you all.”

Notice the power that was associated with thkaity of Jesus name.
Now also inActs 16:17-18we have another passage, this is where Paul anc
Silas | believe it was when they were on their misary journey and they
were at Lystra and Derbe and we have them dwelliege at the house of
Lydia and a certain damsel, she is not named, stsepossessed with the
demon, it says possessed with a spirit of divimaod she was a sooth-



sayer and she was following Paul and Silas all rstcand crying, perhaps
you might say the truth, but yet Paul was grievethat. She said, verse
17,"“these men are the servants of the most high Gadhwéhew unto us
the way of salvation. And this she did many day&/éll that was the truth
these were the servants of the most high God advilere showing them
the way of salvation but Paul was grieved why? Wias$ she represent-
ing? She was not representing Jesus Christ, sherepassenting some-
thing totally opposite and he was grieved and heeth and said: “I com-
mand thee,” (notice) “in the name of Jesus Chiistazareth to come out
of her.”

Well what enabled it? It was the power of JeShsist through the au-
thority of Jesus name and it says he came outatine iour. The authority
of Jesus’ name.

The disciples used it to cast out demons anddt part of God’s plan, He
says: “They shall use these signs in my name, sheyl cast out devils,
they shall speak with new tongues and they shiedl tgp serpents through
the authority and power of Jesus name.”

Earlier in Jesus’ ministry Jesus had sent ouséw@nty to go where He
would come yet in the future to preach the Gospeprepare the way and
they went out and when they came back they reptotiesus they rejoiced
saying: Lord even the devils are subject unto wusuigjh thy name, through
the authority of Jesus name that the devils webgestito them and they
cast them out it saysuke 10:17).

In more recent years | was told that when théoWwship church started
the church in Nigeria that they found that thereevmany witches and
much witchcraft being practised in that setting asdthey moved among
the people there in the beginning days with thatkwtbey said that the
witches would cast spells over certain peoplettinege people were power-
less to break the grip that they had on them sptiheone would pray with
them in the name of Jesus. They said only thely, tbrough the name of
Jesus could they find deliverance from the powetaskness at the binding
them. Now we have a strong enemy but praise Godhave a stronger
friend in Jesus Christ, it is through the authootylesus Christ the author-
ity of His name that men find deliverance from goavers of darkness.



What is it about Jesus’ name that carries auth@rity

Well when the angel spoke to Joseph prophesyintgsdis coming he was
telling Joseph to take Mary his wife and verse 2lwas announcing the
birth of Jesus “and she shall bring forth a somt tou shalt call his name
JESUS”(Matthew 1:21). The name Jesus is Saviour. Notice it says,tand i
gives the definition the meaning of His name: ‘fier shall save his people
from their sins.” The name Jesus means Saviouttatdhe mission was
to save people from their sin. That was the missibJesus. And | think
we understand as we notice who He was what His magans and what
His mission was it helps us to understand the aityfthat He had, He was
sent from God to redeem man, to provide redemptigrovide relief from
the powers of darkness.

To understand the authority of Jesus and the aiithof His name we
need to understand who He was and what He accameplisVhy was He
here? Now we understand who Jesus was by studliymlife, by studying
His teaching, by studying His person and His wo/knd that is a very
large subject. Now the New Testament especiallyhene the first four
Gospels contain much of Jesus’ life, His teachindgjs, person and His
work. We cannot cover all that this evening thatoluld just like you to
take your minds and follow with me just a few hights of Jesus that il-
lustrate His life, is teaching and His person ansl Work. And by doing
that | believe it helps us to understand the aitthof His name, the au-
thority that Jesus had.

We cannot be exhaustive, you may think of arbas Itwill not mention
but | would just like to give us a little bird’'s eywiew a little glimpse of
some of the highlights of Jesus.

) First of all His life.

The Bible gives us a few details of His earlg liHis birth and the sur-
rounding details. He was born in Bethlehem arglvies the surrounding
details why Joseph and Mary were in Bethlehem. koaw they were not
natives of the Bethlehem that it was prophesietidésus would be born of
Bethlehem so the Bible gives the details surroumdirs early birth. The
Bible prophesies that He would be born of a virgid it is very clear to
show us how that Jesus was a fulfilment of the Telstament prophecy.
We have Jesus’ first visit to the temple at agdvevand it is interesting to



note that when His parents and those that wergrigsdlem to worship re-
turned home that Jesus was left behind and theyatidealize that and a
search they found that the end of the day that He mot there, and they
went back searching for Him and where did they fitich? Well they
found Him in the temple doing what? You are allwaigted, visiting with
the teachers and doctors of law. His intereshagaly age was about His
Father's business. That is the way it was. Hisrests were in His Fa-
ther’s business, an early highlight of Jesus lifgom an early age He was
interested in fulfilling the Father’s will.

But the main focus of Jesus that the Scripture@bspels hold for us is in
His adult life, His public ministry

| believe it is interesting that just a glimpsegiven of His childhood but
the greatest magnitude of that is in His adult, [Hé&s public ministry. Je-
sus’ public ministry began with Jesus seeking saptirom John the Bap-
tist and His Ministry was confirmed by the voicerfr heaven, when Jesus
was baptized of John in the Jordan, Jesus camaafiism and John said
“I have need to be baptized of theéefatthew 3:14). But Jesus said “Suffer
it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fudil righteousness{Matthew
3:15). John baptized Him and as He came up out of @itenit says: “lo,
the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw thed@ps0d descend-
ing like a dove, and lighting upon hini%atthew 3:16) and notice “And lo
a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved, $onvhom | am well
pleased{Matthew 3:17).

His public ministry was confirmed by the voice frbeaven, God declar-
ing Him to be His beloved Son

And that is not the only time that His ministias confirmed from
heaven. Later on in Jesus’ life near the end eflif# there on the Mount
of transfiguration, we have Jesus there on the taguwith Moses and the
Elijah and three disciples, Peter, James and JeitimHim there and they
said “It is good for us to be here . . . let us m#tkree tabernaclesiat-
thew 17:4; Mark 9:5; Luke 9:33)They did not know what else to say it says
— “not knowing what he said.” And the voice fromalven came and said:
“This is my beloved son.” Is that is where it gged? No, there was an
additional message, there was an additional mess#gsaid, “Hear ye



him.” “This is my beloved Son, in whom | am welkpsed; hear ye him”
(Matthew 17:5).

So we have Jesus in His earthly life, God’s blaegs®Bod’s smile of ap-
proval, God establishing it from heaven.

But Jesus’ earthly life was accompanied by wofka@rcy and power

He healed the sick as He moved among men. bteocsh demons. He
brought the dead to life. He demonstrated His pdwéis disciples over
the forces of nature there on the Sea of Galil¥®u know they were
crossing the sea and Jesus was tired and He feipas the ship and the
storm came up and they were afraid and they sBldster carest thou not
that we perish? (39) And he arose, and rebukeditnd and said unto the
sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, ané thas a great calm. . .
(41) What manner of man is this, that even the wand the sea obey
him?” (Mark 4:38-39, 41). Another time He walked on top of the water in
the midst of the storm demonstrating His power diierforces of nature.
(See Matthew 14:25).

Jesus’ life was also a life of compassion

He was a “friend of . . . sinner&Vatthew 11:19; Luke 7:34and the out-
casts of society and when the multitude gatherduety Him there in the
desert place, at the end of the day. He did nod #gem home empty. He
gave them physical sustenance: He fed them. Théersthat brought
their children to Him to bless them He did not tammay. He took them up
in His arms and blessed them. He took time forcthitlren. His life was
a life of compassion.

His life was a life of truth

As He moved among men, He was a man of trbt&.was representing
the truth of His Father and His truth, His life, ieteaching they encoun-
ter, | ran across the grain of the scribes andigdes because His life con-
victed them, the words that He spoke convicted théaihat did He do?
He rebuked the hypocrisy of the scribes and Phesis&Ve notice His life
is a life of truth and truth and error cannot chahit with each other. His
life was a life of truth. His life is a practicdemonstration of His teach-
ings. He taught the truth. He lived the trutho His disciples He declared



in John 13:15“For | have given you an example, that ye shaidddas |
have done to you.” His life here was an examptaufoto follow.

His life was selfless and sinless

In spite of the fact that He “was in all poitésnpted like as we are, yet
without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). He was selfless and sinless. The Bible talks
about when He was weary and “he saw the multithee®rego the desire
for rest because he saw the multitudes and shedwiia Shepherd”
(Mark 6:34).
Well, Jesus in His life cultivated an unbrokendelship with the Father in
full obedience to the divine will of the Fatheretill of God even to the
death on the cross. Itis an example for us foviotoday.

| would like to now see a few highlights in Hisdieag

Jesus, while He was here on earth what did Hen®b8lp to this point the
Jewish people had the law of Moses and in the ®gag each Sabbath
day the law of Moses was read and so when did Jegie His teaching?
There in His early ministry He was brought in te gynagogue “they gave
him the book of the law,[Luke 4:17-19)the book of Isaialisaiah 61:1-2)
believe it was that He read therein. So what wiagéfching? Jesus in His
teaching reiterated the Old Testament law sumnmayiitiinto the two great
commandments. The Old Testament law was writtemi@n’s benefit so
that man might know how to serve God in that gararan that timeframe
that Jesus we know, | will touch is that a littielbter.

| would just like to read here how Jesus quoted@Id Testament Law,
summarized itMatthew 22:36-4(his is a familiar account when He was
guestioned by the lawyer saying “Master, whichhis great commandment
in the law? 37Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord tby @ith
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with #dly mind. 3¢This is the first
and great commandment?And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself*°On these two commandments hang all the law
and the prophets.”
Notice Jesus was reiterating the Old Testament lsaunmarizing it as
love for God with our heart, our soul, and our mardl what is left out?
Well, that encompasses all of man does it not? #edsecond was to
“love thy neighbour as thyself.”



Well, Jesus in His teaching expanded and weybrizk the contents of
the Old Testament law to God’s plan from the beigion He “was in the
beginning with God{John 1:2)and He knew God'’s standard of truth from
the very beginning.

In Matthew 19:3when He was asked by the leaders of that day, iag-P
sees: “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wifeBnd Jesus said: Have
ye not read, that he which matthemat the beginning made them male and
female,>And said, For this cause shall a man leave fatheémaother, and
shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be ieshWherefore they
are no more twain, but one flesh. What thereford @ath joined together,
let not man put asundeihey say unto him, Why did Moses then com-
mand to give a writing of divorcement, and to pet Aaway?He saith unto
them, Moses because of the hardness of your heédfésed you to put
away your wives: but from the beginning it was sot(Matthew 19:4-8).

He took them back to the original intents thad®ad from the very be-
ginning, one man and one woman for life. But Jemahing touches the
very inner needs of man, the thoughts and motivehe heart, the Old
Testament law touched the outward work of man drad Jesus in His
teaching touches the very inner needs the thougds motives of the
heart. The higher standard of Jesus was not idegkds but in the thoughts
that preceded the deeds.

In Matthew 5 there in the Sermon on the Mousugesaid: “It hath been

said” etc.(Read Matthew 5:21-44eferring to the Old Testament Law. And
then He brought in the higher law: “but | say ugtm” And He touched
the inner needs. Jesus high standard of teachitepddor love, love for
the enemies, calls for returning good for evil, doing the second mile and
for doing good to all men.
What was Jesus teaching? In summaryn 14:10 Jesus speaking: “Be-
lievest thou not that | am in the Father, and théh&r in me? the words
that | speak unto you | speak not of myself: bet Hather that dwelleth in
me, he doeth the works.”

What was His teaching? Well His teaching waseweelation of God.
That is what His teaching was. He was here arengmmen revealing God
to man. The revelation of God lay at the headasfus teaching.



Now a few highlights of His person

Who was Jesus? Well, we notice, we best caplisgoerson by noting
the titles that were applied to Him in the Bibledahat is very brought, |
will not try and attempt to touch on that | will§upick out very few that
help us to understand who He was.

Jesus is often referred to, in the Bible sometime find His name is Je-
sus, other times it is Christ and oftentimes wel fiesus Christ together,
and Christ means “the anointed one” or “the MesSitte one appointed
of God to make an atonement for the sin of man.wHeg the anointed one.
The Bible depicts Him as the Son of David indicgtihat He was a mem-
ber of the royal family of David of which the lomgomised Redeemer
would come, He was of the royal lineage, the résmilily of David.

He is described as the Son of Man and emphasktimgpumanity. He is
described the Son of God describing His divintyhat do we see? Son of
man and Son of God how can that be? Well, He iaperfect God man,
both human and divine. Now that is hard for ugtasp that fact and in
our finite minds we just cannot comprehend thenksdk of that. The Bible
presents Jesus as human and it presents Him aar@dtius He is the per-
fect mediator between God and man because He parfaky of the na-
ture of both, He was born of a woman. He hadithédtions of humanity.
The Bible tells us that He “was in all points teetghlike as we are{He-
brews 4:15). but He understood mankind, the nature of manyasdlesus
did not have the sinful nature that man has becbigsevas God and He
was representing God to humanity. He also repteddmumanity to God.
He was the Son of Man and the Son of God. And wlesuis is presented
as Son of God in the New Testament aspects of étsop are emphasized:
We have His eternal relationship to God as His ératind His perfect reve-
lation of the Father to the human race. Again aethe crisscross, He was
here of representing man representing God to mdrHanwas representing
men to God.

Jesus said idohn 14:8-9*he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
“Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father & sufficeth us. (9) Je-
sus saith unto him, Have | been so long time wih,yand yet hast thou
not known me, Philip? . . . and how sayest thoum tishew us the Father?
He was able to say “he that hath seen me hathteedrather” because he
was God.



Now a few highlights of His waork

This work was a threefold office. His work washie a Prophet, to be a
Priest, to be King.
1) As Prophet, He was the perfect spokesman oftGdlge world fully re-
vealing God’s character and will. How is that pble Well He was with
God was He not? So He understood, He knew Gody&$ein constant
communion with God.
2) As Priest, He offered to God by His death aiswfit sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world will. He was the Priest ble was also the sacri-
fice. The priest had offered to sacrifice alwagsdithe gift that someone
else brought to offer as the sin offering but JesuBriest of that the gift of
God and that was himself, so He was both Priestandias also the sacri-
fice. God was satisfied with His sacrifice, thatvsat it is with His atone-
ment. The book of Hebrews is very interesting, canmg how the priest-
hood of Christ is better than Moses and Melchizededt the Old Testa-
ment sacrifices.

Hebrews 9:11-14But Christ being come an high priest of good gsrto
come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacleanade with hands, that
is to say, not of this building2Neither by the blood of goats and calves,
but by his own blood he entered in once into thly Iptace, having ob-
tained eternal redemptidor us.13For if the blood of bulls and of goats,
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclsanctifieth to the purify-
ing of the flesh1“How much more shall the blood of Christ, who thioug
the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot God, purge your con-
science from dead works to serve the living God?”

How did He offer Himself to God? Did any makeeis life? No, “he

laid down His life”(1 John 3:16see als@ohn 10:15-17; 15:1Hle laid down
His life for your benefit and for mine. Praise God
3) 1 Peter 3:22and notice that this reveals the third aspettisfwork: that
of King. Jesus’ earthly work was finished and ee22 says: “Who is gone
into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angeld authorities and
powers being made subject unto Him.”
Offering up the thought there how angels and aittkerwere made sub-
ject unto Him, He is there pictured as King. Yesuk earthly work was
finished that He ascended to the Father to contomueith His appointed
work.
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Jesus testified while He was here on earthnie tihat He did nothing of
Himself, (John 5:30; 8:28) His authority was given by God. He did not
take it. He did not usurp it, it was a gift giveyp God. In John 5 | would
like to read several verses, verses 19-31, thiseigews accusing Him of
working on the Sabbath day, Jesus said My Fathe&keito hitherto, and |
work” (John 5:17). “I also work” “Therefore the Jews sought the mtoe
kill him, because he not only had broken the Sdhbat said also that
God was his Father, making himself equal with Gaslit says in verse 18,
John 5:19-31Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verdsilyy |
say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself vihat he seeth the Fa-
ther do: for what things soever he doeth, these dd&th the Son likewise.
20For the Father loveth the Son, and sheweth hinthailys that himself
doeth: and he will shew him greater works thandh#ésat ye may marvel.
2lFor as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quitkkénem; even so the
Son quickeneth whom he wilZFor the Father judgeth no man, but hath
committed all judgment unto the So#¥That all men should honour the
Son, even as they honour the Father. He that hetiowot the Son hon-
oureth not the Father which hath sent hfWerily, verily, | say unto you,
He that heareth my word, and believeth on him sleat me, hath everlast-
ing life, and shall not come into condemnation; lsupassed from death
unto life. 25Verily, verily, | say unto you, The hour is comirend now is,
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son af: @od they that hear
shall live.28For as the Father hath life in himself; so hathgiven to the
Son to have life in himselz2’/And hath given him authority to execute
judgment also, because he is the Son of Fifvharvel not at this: for the
hour is coming, in the which all that are in thevgs shall hear his voice,
29And shall come forth; they that have done goodp uhé resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resttion of damnation3‘l
can of mine own self do nothing: as | hear, | judged my judgment is
just; because | seek not mine own will, but the wilthe Father which
hath sent méif | bear witness of myself, my witness is not tfue

Did you notice what it said here? Verse 2alkihg about how God has
given Him authority to execute judgment. Where did authority come
from? It came from God.

Also inJohn 8:28-29Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up
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the Son of man, then shall ye know that | am hd, that | do nothing of
myself; but as my Father hath taught me, | speakehhings. And he that
sent me is with me: the Father hath not left meeldor | do always those
things that please him.”

Where it did His authority come from? Why it cafnem God because
He was with the Father and He was the Son of God.

II) Now in the second part of the message | woikd to notice what the
Bible says about the name of Jesus. We are loalitige authority of Je-
sus name. What does the Bible say name of Jesusetleals the authority
of His name?

Turn with me to the Gospel of John. The gospeler here in John
writes here in the beginning was the Word, the Wead with God and the
Word was God, verse 12 that “as many as receivadthem gave he
power to become the sons of God even to then #lavie on His name.”
Backing up to verse 9 the light is in focus, therd/is in the world.

John 1:1“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wih @od, and
the Word was God.” Verse ninghn 1:9-13 Thatwas the true Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh into the wo¥lie was in the

world, and the world was made by him, and the wknew him not!!He
came unto his own, and his own received him ¥#But as many as re-
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the sb&od evento

them that believe on his naméw\hich were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but ofdd.” Born of God!

What does the Bible say about the name of Jeswsthe authority of Je-
sus name? Why it says “as many as received hinave gower to become
the sons of God” — those that believe on His nanBelieving on the
name of Jesus is essential to our salvation, ieveels to have faith in, to
accept as true, to place our trust in. And befigwwn Jesus believing on
His name we do that we accept the provision for salvation from the
curse of sin. “As many as received him,” as mapealieved His message
to them “gave he power to become,” and believingd@name is having a
firm conviction that Jesus is the Son of God. desas God incarnate
come to earth to make an atonement for the sinasf. m

Jesus said ifdohn 14:6 “No man cometh unto the Father but by me.”
There is one way. There is one name, through Jebust that we have
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access to the Father and it is through the namiesidis that we receive
power. That word “power” carries the thought o tiight or privilege to
become sons of God. Us poor mortal humanity wheevd®omed to die
because of the curse of sin now have the righetmime the sons of God.
Acts 4:12 another verse | would like to notice,ic®twhat it says about the
name of Jesu&cts 4:12“Neither is there salvation in any other: for these
none other name under heaven given among men, hare must be
saved.”

Through the name of Jesus is the avenue thraagth we find salvation
in the forgiveness of sins. It says there is noter name under heaven
whereby we must be saved. The authority of Jeausento forgive sins.
Jesus is the only one who bridges the great gapelketa holy God and
sinful man and that gap is bridged by His life, Misrk on the cross the
atonement that was made for man. That is why waditt in the aspect of
Jesus person. His life, it helps us to understaisdauthority, He had to
stand between a holy God and sinful man.

Romans 10:1%ells us: “For whosoever shall call upon the narh¢he
Lord shall be saved”. He is the only way throudtick we find salvation
forgiveness of sins.”

First Corinthians 6 is the next passage | wdikiglto note, verses nine
through 111 Corinthians 6:9-11Know ye not that the unrighteous shall
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceivedthse fornicators, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor alsisf themselves with
mankind,1°Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor eesjlnor ex-
tortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of Ga8And such were some of you:
but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but gguatified in the name of
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.”

The authority of Jesus name. Verse 11 saysafgewashed.” “But ye
are washed” carries the thought of cleansing. Wbawve do when we are
out working? We come in we are washed. Well foatieason? Well for
cleansing. But it is through the name of Jesuswmafind cleansing ini-
tially just as we wash with water physically we dde wash ourselves in
the blood of Jesus to cleanse us from all sin.

1 John 1:7%tells us that the blood of Jesus cleanses us &tbsmn. It is the
blood that makes the atonement, it is the bloot wzeshes that takes care
of the sin question. When we come to the end odadues and call upon
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God for mercy through Jesus name we find pardorfjivdeforgiveness of
sins.

Verse 111 Corinthians 6goes on: “but ye are sanctified.” Sanctified car-
ries a thought of being set apart. But sanctifedvhat, what are we set
apart for? How are we done it? Why through Jesunse, therefore we are
set apart for Jesus. From what? From evil thimgbevil ways. You are
washed from the filth of this world now you are si#fied. Now sanctifi-
cation is both instantaneous yes and progressiwéhen we confessed
name of Jesus and apply the blood to our life veebath sanctified, we are
set apart, God claims us for His own and He claissitially instantane-
ously. Sanctification is progressive as we grow arove through life that
we understand more of God’s will for us and we egler ourselves and
we have a relationship that grows. So sanctificats something that is
done instantaneously but as we move through lifetgecation continues
to be a part of our experience as we realize dreasrr lives that needs
correcting and we correct them and move forward.

Verse 11 also says that ye are justified inrthme of the Lord Jesus.
Justification is the cleaning of the slate. O®e kivas marred by sin but
through the name of Jesus our life can be made,obea be in God’s sight
those who applied the blood of Jesus to their ®rjwst as if we had never
seen. The slate is wiped clean! How is that pésBilvith the authority of
Jesus name, through the authority of Jesus namarevevashed, we are
sanctified and we are justified.

Moving on now to Philippians 2. What were we wasfrech? What where
we sanctified from? What were we justified fromfénin 1 Corinthians 6
it gives a whole catalogue of sin and it says: @fhswere some of you.
Now that it is those things that are native tolibhenan heart, such as some
of you that ye are washed, ye are sanctified asiifipd in the name of Je-
Sus.

Now turn to Philippians 2. | would like to retite verses 5 through 11.
Philippians 2:5-11 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Chrissus:
5Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robpt be equal with
God:7But made himself of no reputation, and took upan thie form of a
servant, and was made in the likeness of rf#end being found in fashion
as a man, he humbled himself, and became obediemtieath, even the
death of the cros8Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, anagiv
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him a name which is above every nadf&hat at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, dhingsin heaven, anthingsin earth, andhingsunder
the earthilAnd that every tongue should confess that Jesus Gbrisird,

to the glory of God the Father.”

What does the Bible tell us about the name stige Verse 10 tells us
“That at the name of Jesus every knee should bdiwspeaks of surrender.
Brethren and sisters to voluntarily surrender mnetiand hosts God’s bless-
ing and favour, today we have a choice of what wéldo, but if we fail to
surrender in time there will be a time coming wkenwill surrender at a
later date that then we will experience His wratld pudgment. The Bible
is very clear that “at the name of Jesus every kheald bow”(Philippians
2:10). See also Isaiah 45:23; Romans 14:]ho is excluded? None, none.
Every knee shall bow.

Surrender speaks of giving ourselves to therobwof another and it is
our only reasonable response to the great provigiahwas provided to
free us from the clutches of sin. The great pioniof Jesus Christ pro-
viding a redemption for us, it is only a reasonad@evice to surrender our-
selves to Him, it is the only way to receive God&hest blessings of joy
and peace, it is to surrender while the door isxdpelo it voluntarily.

We will be controlled by someone if we are nobtcolled by the Spirit
of God. When we surrender ourselves to the Lostisleve allow Him to
rule and direct in our life, and He sends the Hepyrit to live and dwell
within us. But if we are not controlled by the &pof God dwelling in us
we will be controlled by the enemy of our soulshefle is two masters,
there is two ways in life there is no middle grouna will be on one road
or the other, we will be controlled by the spirit@od or we will be con-
trolled by the enemy of our souls —self.

Brethren and sisters at the name of Jesus &wesy shall bow! So let us
do it today on a voluntarily basis and have Hissieg and favour.

Verse 11(Philippians 2)also gives us another aspect about the authdrity o
Jesus name it says: “every tongue [shall] confeas Xesus Christ is Lord
to the glory of God.”

That speaks to accountability. Every tonguell stenfess that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father. Whave we done with Je-
sus? Someday we will give an account. Have yoliepthe blood to your
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life today? Today we can apply the blood and findl Iblessing, find power
to go forth in service for Him. Are you living wictory? Someday we will
need to give an account. Our actions show wheilees Lord of our lives
today and many people profess and acknowledgeddsats Christ is Lord
but they do not believe that profession and thabisenough our life needs
to back it up. Our actions show whether He is Lairdur heart or whether
He is Lord of our lips, and you know that lip pre$eon is not enough.

Verse 9 (Philippians 2) says the name of Jesasiame “which is above
every name.” That speaks of the exalted positio@loist and along with
this exalted position comes the authority. His eararries authority be-
cause of His completed mission on earth, the pfa@aal was fulfilled by
Him, verse 8 says: “and being found in fashion asaa he humbled him-
self and became obedient unto death even the dé#th cross.”

His authority, the authority of Jesus name isabse of His mission that
was fulfilled; He is the Son of God what He hasvmted for mankind.

Now moving on to another passage that descthesiame of Jesus we
have three passages that have a very similar thaumghl would just like to
read several verses in John 14 first of all, notwbat the Bible says about
Jesus’ name here:

John 14:13-14'And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that Wwilo,
that the Father may be glorified in the Séif.ye shall ask any thing in my
name, | will do it.”

John 15:16'Ye have not chosen me, but | have chosen you,caddined
you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, ahdttyour fruit should re-
main: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Fathenymame, He may give
it you.”

John 16:23'And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Veriwgrily, | say
unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father imampe, he will give it
you.”

Do we see the authority of Jesus name? Ask giwouy name, it is
through the name of Jesus that we approached therRhat we come to
the Father. Why do we pray in Jesus name, why e® Well here is our
answer “ye shall ask the Father” — He is our “adteavith the Father’l
John 2:1). An advocate is the one who believes the causaather such as
in a court of law someone representing anothesusle our advocate. He
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is there representing us to God. He is our insm@e He is the one that
pleads for us.

Hebrews 7:25"Wherefore he is able also to save them to thermbst
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever livetmade intercession for
them.”

He is the access. He is our mediatorl inmothy 2:5-6He is the media-
tor, the one that understands because He was ftesieand tempted in all
points like as we are yet without sin. Verse Sor‘Ehere is one God, and
one mediator between God and men, the man Chrsts;J&Vho gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified in dumdi” He is the one who
bridges the gap.

Again Jesus said ifohn 14:6 “No man cometh unto the Father but by
me.” The authority of Jesus. He is the door. $iéne only way to find true
life, everlasting life.

Again Jesus is also described in another waljohm 14:26, notice what
the name of Jesus does for uishn 14:26'But the Comforter, which is the
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name shall teach you all
things, and bring all things to your remembrancbkatsoever | have said
unto you.”

The Holy Spirit comes from the Father in the paai Jesus to dwell
within each believer and the presence of the I3qlyit is the seal of ap-
proval and acceptance with God. When man repdriteesin and calls to
God for cleansing God cleanses, pardons, forgivess He sends His Spirit
to indwell, it is His seal of His approval and aoi@ce.

In Ephesians 1:13-14‘In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in win@lso after that ye be-
lieved, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of pise,*“Which is the ear-
nest of our inheritance until the redemption of pfuwechased possession,
unto the praise of his glory.”

The earnest of our inheritance carries the thbo§down payment, it is
a down payment that we are God’s: His seal of daoee and approval.
And Jesus in His earthly work is finished, provgisalvation, He ascended
back to the Father, He is on the Father’s rightdhlamt yet His work con-
tinues on, and our salvation is not yet completetbag as we are still in
this life, we are still subject to sin and failued He is at the Father’s right
hand there to make intercession for(lesmans 8:34)and Jesus presence is
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with us today in the form of the Holy Spirit. Higrk in the life of the be-

lievers is to guide us into all truth, to teach eum, to bring to our remem-
brance the truth, to be a constant companion sidhrk and sinful world,

the presence of God dwelling within us. And ithsough the name of Je-
sus that God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell withis u

One more yet in John 20:30-31, this is a summoamyhat was written:
John 20:30-3TAnd many other signs truly did Jesus in the pneseof his
disciples, which are not written in this boGkBut these are written, that ye
might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the So@ad; and that believing ye
might have life” (How?) “through his name.”

Life through His name, the authority of Jesusi@do provide life. | do
not believe this is talking about physical life wather spiritual life, in the
eternal life, God created man to live forever banndies why? Well be-
cause of the curse of sin. The decree for sireghd “The soul that sin-
neth, it shall die"(Ezekiel 18:4, 20). That is the decree of God that God in
mercy provided a way to redeem man from that cafsg&n and that was
through the sacrifice of His own Son, the perfeairsice of sinless inno-
cent blood met the requirement of our holy Godttma for the sin of man.
Life through His name. Claiming and applying thedad of Jesus Christ to
our sins, living in obedience to the Word is théyomay to inherit eternal
life.

Why did He die? That we might live. He diedttive might live.

Praise God for that great sacrifice!
How important is the name of Jesus to you? Hoportant is it?

We sing the song sometimes and maybe we dolways think about it
when we sing it: “Jesus is all the world to me, lifg; my joy . . . and for
all how that goes, but is He our all? And if Jeswesans that much that too
should need to be evident to others, should nmadiate forth from our life
and cause us to reach out to others that theynailglot experience the de-
liverance from the great curse of sin.

The authority of Jesus name was establisheddoyi®cause His finished
work provided for our redemption. Praise God fattgreat redemption in
providing for sin of mankind so that we can ha¥e, lihat we can have
hope in eternal life beyond this life.

From a message givehlgierstown Mennonite Church 2007.
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