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PREFACE

Whereas the so-called Mennonites have always beescientiously opposed to wars and
bloodshed of all kinds, for which they have beeokkx upon by some with scorn, hatred, and
contempt, as though they were a people that sheoédcely be tolerated under a civil
government, the writer has been induced, in thHewiaghg work, to give and set forth some of the
principal grounds and reasons from the Holy Scrggushowing, why it is that the Mennonites
believe in a “defenseless” Christianity, and whigithat they cannot feel justified in the sight of
God, to take up arms to slay their enemies. sinserely hoped that, after a careful perusal of
the following remarks, the unprejudiced reader ,wdlt least, be somewhat more favorably
inclined toward the Mennonites, and feel convintet it is not without many strong and cogent
Scriptural reasons and arguments in their favat, toncerning war in all its forms, they differ
in their sentiments from many others.

These remarks have not been written with any ilderntb condemn those who differ from us
in the faith and practice of their religion, but mralg to show forth our grounds and reasons for
believing as we do; and, if others have more lightthis subject, and feel clear in their
consciences to go and slay their enemies, we rglly leave that between them and their God to
decide; and could the writer of this little work benvinced, from the doctrines of Christ and His
apostles that he is in error, he feels willingayg &side the sentiments which he now holds, and
to accept those that are better; and, inasmucle & dn uneducated man he hopes that the kind
Christian reader will freely overlook all errordorwhich he may have fallen in the preparation
of this work; and if by the blessing of God, it mbg the means, and have the tendency, to
induce many to examine the Scriptures more closelg, happily bring some from error’s ways,
strengthen and encourage Christians, and make rii@e vigorous in the path of Christian duty
— then the writer will feel that his feeble effotiave not been altogether fruitless. May God
give enlightened eyes to every reader.

NOTE — The sermon of this book was written about Aacentury ago when the curse of
carnal warfare was painfully and dreadfully appatenall the inhabitants of our fair land, and
lately was brought to the attention of the publislaemd was found to be such a complete, clear
and forceful argument in favor of the true Christitaith that it was decided to have it
republished. We hope it will help the reader te sgore clearly and embrace more fully the
teachings of the Prince of Peace. Written by JBMnneman, In 1863, during the war between
the States. It has been decided to publish itnagaisting it will help some to become more
aware of the Christian’s duty concerning war.

May this be done to the honor and glory of our Landl Saviour Jesus Christ.

THE PUBLISHER.

ADDENDUM TO NOTE: In light of the present times sifrife and turmoil around the world it
was deemed appropriate to present this work onaedg encourage God’s faithful people to
develop and maintain the Biblical injunctions iigaed to participation in or support of the use of
violence. The Editor: anabaptistmennonites.org

Matthew 24:6
And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars:itkaeye be not troubled: for @hese things
must come to pass, but the end is not yet.



Christianity and War Considered,
[llustrated and Set Forth.

“Leaving us an example, that we should follow Heps.” — 1 Peter 2:21.

These words of our text were written by that higimgpired apostle, Peter, in a time when
Christians had to endure great persecution, anf@rsgfeat afflictions, to encourage them, “in
patience to possess their souls.” This seemswve baen one of the main objects of the apostle
throughout this epistle, as we may clearly se@énfollowing passages: “But, and if ye suffer for
righteousness’ sake, happy are ye; and be notdabfaiheir terror, neither be ye troubled.” 1
Peter 3:14. “For it is better, if the will of Gdak so, that ye suffer for well-doing, than for
evildoing: for Christ also hath once suffered forss the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God.” (verses 17, 18). “Forasmuch, therClasst hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm
yourselves likewise with the same mind; for he tath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from
sin.” 1 Peter 4:1. “Though now for a season, édée, ye are in heaviness through manifold
temptations; that the trial of your faith, being chumore precious than of gold that perisheth,
though it be tried with fire, might be found unt@jse, and honour, and glory at the appearing of
Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1:6,, 7. “Beloved, thinkat strange concerning the fiery trial which is to
try you, as though some strange thing happened ymiio but rejoice, inasmuch as ye are
partakers of Christ’'s sufferings; that when Hisrglshall be revealed, ye may be glad also with
exceeding joy. If ye be reproached for the nam€lwist, happy are ye; for the Spirit of glory
and of God resteth upon you.” 1 Peter 4:12, 14e $Bber, be vigilant; because your adversary,
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, segkiihom he may devour; whom resist steadfast
in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions aeomplished in your brethren that are in the
world. But the God of all grace, who hath calledwnto His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfedgbdish, strengthen, settle you.” 1 Peter 5:8—
10. “For this is thankworthy, if a man for conswe toward God endure grief, suffering
wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye beatéeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently
but if, when -ye do well, and suffer for it, ye &k patiently, this is acceptable with God.” 1
Peter 2:19, 20. “But let none of you suffer aswderer, or as a thief, or as an evil-doer, or as a
busy-body in other men’s matters. Yet, if any msaffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,;
but let him glorify God on this behalf.” 1 Peted 8; 16. “Let them that suffer according to the
will of God, commit the keeping of their souls tanHin well-doing, as unto a faithful Creator.”
(versel9).

By searching the Scriptures and the history ofdmgrches, we shall find that God’'s people
have always been a suffering people, from rightefdiiel down to the present time. Moses
“chose rather to suffer affliction with the peopleGod than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a
season.” (Hebrews 11:25) Yea, David says, “Marmythe afflictions of tie righteous;” (Psalm
34:19) and Paul declares, “For unto you it is girethe behalf of Christ, not only to believe on
Him, but also to suffer for His sake.” (Philippiah®29) And “take, my brethren,” (James 5:10)
as another example of suffering, affliction, andigrece, the prophets. Yea, suffering and
affliction seems to be the lot of God’s people uplom earth; as Peter says in the verse of which
our text is a part: “For even hereunto were yeechlbecause Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that we should follow His steps.”

We find nothing in all this epistle, commandingredting, or enjoining, or exhorting, or



advising, or in any way recommending, or even Yletxang, or indicating in the remotest sense,
the idea that these suffering Christians might megbe persecutions, and sufferings and
afflictions, which were thus laid upon them; orttkizey might defend themselves against their
enemies, or that they might rise up in arms anélrapd destroy their persecutors; but rather the
reverse, by setting forth Christ as an exampleuffesang; “who, when he was reviled, reviled
not again; when he suffered, he threatened not;cbaimitted himself to Him that judgeth
righteously;” (1 Peter 2:23) and if they thus stéfeas Christians, they need not be ashamed.

But why is it that Christians must thus suffer? rédy it is not for any evil that they have
done, but “for righteousness’ sake;” (1 Peter &ig)righteous Abel had to suffer because his
works were righteous and his brother’s evil. Beeathey “are not of this world,” and stand
aloof from all its wicked practices, therefore timeorld hateth” (John 15:19) them; for light and
darkness have no communion with each other, andst@ms “have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reproventy” (Ephesians 5:11) therefore they must
suffer of the children of darkness. Because tifilerénce between the children of God and the
children of the devil is so great that the one bame no part, no agreement with the other,
Christians can never unite with the children of, siar take part with them in their evil works;
therefore again, must they suffer the reproachekseothildren of sin. Such has always been the
case since sin entered into the world.

Now, whereas the present time is a time of war l@oddshed, the question has frequently
been asked, “May a Christian also take a partiswwlork of violence and bloodshed? or, may a
Christian take up the weapons of death, go forthag and destroy the lives of his enemies,, and
at the same time obey the gospel of Jesus Chndtpa justifiable in the sight of God?” That
this is surely, a fair and reasonable questionmalét admit; and of so great importance, that it
demands the most serious consideration of all windeps to be Christians. To answer this
guestion is my present design; but before | proceedll first endeavor to show the origin and
import of the name Christian, and what it is toab€hristian; after which the question may be
more readily answered.

The Origin and Import of the Name Christian

The first followers of Christ were, by their enesji€alled Galileans, Nazarenes and other
names of contempt. Among themselves they wereat&hints, from their holiness; Believers,
from their believing in Christ as the Messiah; Bren, from their mutual love, and their close
relation to God and to each other; and Disciplégn{fyying scholars or learners), from their
learning their religion from Christ as their teache

By nature men are sinners, and not Christians @nl@df wrath — dead in trespasses and
sins — ignorant and estranged from the life of Gadd without God in the world; and
consequently in a lost, and most deplorable camitiChrist came into the world to save sinners
from this lost and miserable condition; but beféte can or will save them they must be
convinced that they are lost and, like the prodggad, in a perishing condition. They must come
to a knowledge of the truth, to a knowledge of s¥hjch is by the law; which condemns them
for its violation. This knowledge of sin and conteation makes them feel poor in spirit; yea, it
makes them feel that they are wretched, misergiaer, blind, and naked; it makes them feel
that they are lost sinners indeed; and this agairg® them to feel sorrow and penitence, and to
mourn over their sins, which becomes as a burdéhetm, too heavy to be borne — like David
of old, they are “bowed down greatly, [they] go mang all the day long” (Psalm 38:6) — like
the jailor at Philippi, they will be brought to cout, “What must | do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30)



Such sin-sick, burdened, and heavy-laden soulssCtails to Him, saying, “Come unto me all
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and | will giga rest: take my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall rest unto your souls.” Matthew 11:28, 29.

Christ is a teacher come from God, to teach menltiogrine of salvation. “He taught as one
having authority;” (Matthew 7:29) and hence, pdwavy-laden sinners must come to Him and
learn of Him the words of eternal life, the wordssalvation and reconciliation — must learn to
do well, learn righteousness; yea, learn Christ.

To learn also signifies to imitate; therefore penitsinners must imitate Christ by walking in
His steps. Those thus learning, as remarked alovtke days of Christ, were called disciples,
because they came to Him for instruction. Jesitsgato those Jews which believed on Him,
“If Ye continue in My word, then are ye My disciglendeed.” (John 8:31). Again: “By this
shall all men know that ye are My disciples if y@&va love one to another.” (John 13:35). The
conditions of discipleship with Christ are plainlgxpressed in the following passage:
“Whosoever he be . . . that forsaketh not all theathath, he cannot be My disciple;” (Luke
14:33) for the “disciple is not above his mastéMatthew 10:24; Luke 6:40) A true disciple
must, then, be one who learns of Christ, one whe fisithful and obedient follower of Christ,
bearing His cross after him; yea, one who follows $teps through evil as well as through good
report; one who has renounced sin and Satan atiglaalis contrary to God’s holy will; and who
as a poor, lost sinner has delivered himself upesus, to be His, to learn of Him, and to serve
Him all the days of his life. To him there is nioifp so near, or so dear in all the world that he is
not willing to forsake it for Christ's sake, if stands between him and his Saviour; knowing that
without renouncing and forsaking all that is contréo his Master’'s will, he cannot be His
disciple.

Such disciples, we find, “were called Christianisstfin Antioch.” (Acts 11:26). Agrippa
said to Paul, “Almost thou persuadest me to be @s@dm;” (Acts 26:28) and Peter said, “If any
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be asham@dPeter 4:16) Thus, it seems, it became the
general name of the disciples, in the days of {hestes, originating from Christ, just as the
name Lutheran originated from Luther, or Calvirfiietn Calvin, or Mennonite from Menno.

But, surely, to be a Christian in reality, signsfimore than bearing merely the outward name
and to be a Christian indeed, is of a thousandsimere value, than to be merely called a
Christian, without possessing what the name impaéikough it is used at this day as a general
name; first, in contradistinction to Pagans, Muslimand Jews; secondly, to denote the open
professor of Christianity in contradistinction teose who are not professors. The name, when
first given, was very appropriately applied; as tlaene Gentile was odious to the Jews, and the
name Jew was odious to the Gentiles; the name t@mriswvallowed up both in one common and
agreeable appellation. Paul says, “As many as lhaem baptized into Christ, have put on
Christ; there is neither Jew nor Greek, there ithaebond nor free, for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.” (Galatians 3:27) Therefore, it was alsp@r that their name should be one; but as all
are not Israelites indeed who bear the name, saralinot Christians who are called by that
name: to be only called a Christian will never begnes in the least if we have not what the name
signifies.

Now, as before remarked, the name Christian was/eterfrom Christ, which signifies
anointed; as anointed is the English translatiothef Greek name Christ, and of the Hebrew,
Messiah. Jesus is frequently called the “Anoiriteti’he Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord hath anointed me to preach gdodj$i to the meek,” etc. (Isaiah 61:1). These
words Christ applies to Himself. (Luke 4:18, 21(kod anointed Jesus of Nazareth “with the



Holy Ghost and with power.” (Acts 4:27; 10:38)He was anointed with the oil of gladness
above His fellows.” (Hebrews 1:9). God commanhixses to make a “holy anointing oil”, and
“anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate theBxddqus 30:23, 25, 30). “And he poured of
the anointing oil on Aaron’s head and anointed tonsanctify him.” (Leviticus 8:12). Of this
anointing the psalmist speaks thus: “Behold, howdgand how pleasant it is for brethren to
dwell together in unity;” as undoubtedly all do ttteae anointed by the Spirit; “it is like the
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down uperbeard, even Aaron’s beard, that went
down to the skirts of his garments.” (Psalm 133)1, Aaron, being thus anointed, was a striking
type of Christ; the holy anointing oil being so migully poured upon his head, that it ran down
over his beard and the skirts of his garments:eswis) received the Spirit, not by measure, but,
according to the common expression, above meaauackas the oil ran down over Aaron, we
may reasonably conjecture that his members, narhieyeyes, ears, mouth, etc., his hands and
feet also, received more or less of the same angintHis head, however, received the greater
portion, and as Christ is the head of His followexho are called His members, they must
certainly also (as Christ, the head, is so plelyifanointed) be anointed with the same
anointing, although in a much smaller portion. Wi anointing, the Apostle Paul makes
mention as follows: “Now he which establisheth uthwou in Christ, and hath anointed us, is
God; who hath also sealed us, and given the eaoféke Spirit in our hearts.” (2 Corinthians
1:21, 22). John says, “Ye have an unction fromHloéy One, and know all things.” (1 John
2:20). And again, “The anointing which ye haveeiged of Him abideth in you, and ye need
not that any man teach you; but as the same angitgacheth you of all things” (1 John 2:27);
and as the name of Christ signifies anointed, gviglent and beyond dispute, that the name
Christian, which is derived from it, must signityet same; for “if any man have not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His” (Romans 8:9), and conset]y is no Christian.

The course of becoming a Christian, and the substaha true Christian life, are the same
as that of a true disciple, as already set fortt, ¥o make the matter plain, and to give the true
import of the name Christian, | will use anotherda different illustration, which will, however,
agree with that already given.

What it isto be a Christian

1) First, a true Christian, then, is one who hanbmonvinced of his lost and sinful condition,
one who has seen his unholiness, and thus, wittndemt and contrite heart, fled to Jesus for
refuge, praying, like David, for a clean heart angew spirit; or, like the leper, saying, “Lord, if
Thou wilt Thou canst make me clean:” (Matthew 8:Bke 5:12) thus confidently trusting in
Him as the only true Saviour, with a determinatioradhere to Him and to become His disciple;
like Jacob of old, saying, “I will not let thee gantil thou bless me;” (Genesis 32:26) and thus
cleaving unto the Lord, he became one spirit witmH

2) Secondly, a Christian, then, is one who standgery close connection with Christ; even
so closely connected with Him as the branch is Withvine, as Christ also says, “I am the vine,
ye are the branches: He that abideth in me andhinm the same bringeth forth much fruit.”
(John 15:5) Now as the branch is connected wighvihe and receives from it life, and spirit,
and nourishment, and becomes fruitful, and alstagas of the same nature with the vine: so
Christians are living and fruitful branches of Gliriand as they are partakers of His life, His
Spirit, and His holy nature. It is very evidentathhey must also bring forth the fruit of the
Spirit, which are “love, joy, peace, long-sufferingentleness, goodness, faith, meekness,
temperance.” (Galatians 5:22, 23).



Now, he that bringeth not forth the fruits of thgir8, cannot have the Spirit, for the Spirit is
always fruitful; and he that hath “not the Spirit@hrist, he is none of his,” (Romans 8:9) and
consequently can be no Christian, no matter by wlate he is called; for to be a Christian
without being a partaker with Christ of the Holyi@pis an utter impossibility. Paul says,
“Now we have received, not the spirit of the worlijt the Spirit which is of God.” (1
Corinthians 2:12.) And again, “God has not giverthe spirit of fear; but of power, and of love,
and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7) “Becauseaye sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying Abba, Father.” al@ians 4.6.) “The love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which iegiunto us.” (Romans 5:5) Hence, we may
plainly also see that a Christian is influenced &yd a partaker of, the Holy Spirit; and how
could it be otherwise? for he is a branch of Chhsttrue vine, a member of His body, flesh of
His flesh, and bone of His bone: and, as Christ s@sichly anointed, it is evident that His
members must likewise partake of the same, whickentlzem partakers of His holy nature and
of His mind. Paul says, “But we have the mind ofi€t;” (1 Corinthians 2:16) and again, “Let
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jés{Bhilippians 2:5)

3) Thirdly, to be a true Christian, is to be likehr3t, in nature, practice, walk and
conversation — to imitate Him by walking in His tsteps. Was Christ meek and lowly in
heart? So is the Christian. Was Christ good aind, kmerciful, amiable, benevolent, and
friendly to all mankind, even to his bitterest emesf? So is the Christian. Was Christ harmless,
and of a lamblike disposition? So is the Christiddid Christ love His enemies and pray for
them? So will the Christian. In fact, all the yeirtues and dispositions of Christ will be, to a
greater or less degree, the leading principlesfeaidires of a Christian’s life. “Christ liveth in .

. [the Christian]” Galatians 2:20) — yea, the lifeChrist is the Christian’s life, as Paul writes t
the Colossians, “When Christ, who is our life, shglpear, than shall ye also appear with Him in
glory.” (Colossians 3:4) How, then, can a Christlave a life contrary to the principles and
virtues of Christ, if Christ is formed and liveshim? (Galatians 4:19) Would not then Christ
be against Himself? But His life in the Christiarof the same nature and the same disposition,
as the life manifested in Himself: it changes rtt still remains the same, “yesterday, and to
day, and for ever.” (Hebrews 13:8) A Christianghmitates Christ, from whom the name is
derived: being “changed into the same image, frémnygo glory, even as by the Spirit of the
Lord.” (2 Corinthians 3:18) “Conformed to the inea@f [God’s] Son,” (Romans 8:29) he
follows in His steps, is in possession of His $g@ind temper, and lives as He lived in the world.

The foregoing remarks are very aptly illustratedtbyg following incident. Alexander the
Great had a soldier in his army whose name wasvigee Alexander; but who, unlike his
namesake, was a great coward. “Either be like sed Alexander, “or lay aside my name.” So
it should be with us who bear the name of Chr8h, how self-contradicting it is to be called a
Christian, while engaged in serving the devil, donthg his work!

4) Fourthly, to be a true Christian, we must defrarn iniquity: to this the name obliges us.
Without doing this we have no right, no claim, be tsacred name. “Let every one that nameth
the name of Christ, depart from iniquity;” (2 Tirhgt2:19) that is, either let him depart from
iniquity, or else never dare to assume that holgana

5) Fifthly, to be a Christian, is to deny ourselviestake up our cross, and to follow Christ;
as He has left us “an example, that [we] shoulb¥oHis steps.” (1 Peter 2:21) Now, to follow
in the steps of any one, surely requires closerghten, close imitation. It requires to be found
walking in the same path. “The steps of a good ar@nordered by the Lord.” (Psalm 37:23).
“Because he prays the Lord to order his stepsgal(® 119:113) “Walked we not in the same



spirit? walked we not in the same steps?” (2 Cbrams 12:18).

6) Sixthly, to be a Christian implies, first, thae have passed from death unto life, from
darkness into light, from the power and influené&atan unto God. Secondly, it implies a new
birth, a renewing of the mind, a regeneration ef $bul, a change from an earthly and carnal to
heavenly and spiritual mind. Thirdly, it impliea $on and . . . an heir of God,” (Galatians 4:7)
whose “conversation is in heaven” (Philippians 3:2¢ho seeks an inheritance which is
“incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth net§, reserved in heaven” (1 Peter 1:4) — who
looks for “a city which hath foundations whose deil and maker is God.” (Hebrews 11:10)

The All-important Question Answered

And now comes the all-important question to be amed, namely, Can a Christian take up
the weapons of death, go forth to war, and destreylives of his enemies, and at the same time
obey the gospel of Jesus Christ, and be justifiebiee sight of God?

This question I will now endeavor to answer; notnloy own knowledge and wisdom, not by
the views and opinions of men, nor by “cunninglyided fables;” (2 Peter 1:16) but by the pure
doctrines and the example of Jesus Christ and ptistkes; and, certainly, no one who professes
to be a Christian, will dare dispute these.

Christ is that Prophet of whom Moses spoke, sayifge Lord thy God will raise up unto
thee a Prophet, from the midst of thy brethrere likto me; unto Him ye shall hearken. . . . And
it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not kearunto My words, which He shall speak in
My name, | will require it of him.” Deuteronomy 1, 19.

The above passage Peter applies as follows: “Fosebldruly said unto the fathers, A
Prophet shall the Lord our God raise up unto ydwooir brethren, like unto me; Him shall ye
hear in all things, whatsoever He shall say unto: ynd it shall come to pass, that every soul
which will not hear that Prophet, shall be desttby®m among the people.” (Acts 3:22, 23)
God Himself, by a voice out of a cloud from heavdeclared saying, “This is My beloved Son
in whom | am well pleased: hear ye Him” (Matthew3)7and as every soul which will not hear
that Prophet, is threatened with destruction, yuHés words must be of great authority and
weight. Christ Himself says, “Ye are My friendSye do whatsoever | command you.” (John
15:14). These words evidently imply that, if we dot what He commands us, we are His
enemies: “but those Mine enemies,” He will finadlgty, “which would not that | should reign
over them, bring hither, and slay them before M@.tike 19:27) Again, He says, “If a man love
Me, he will keep My words;” (John 14:23) to the 3elte said, “If God were your Father, ye
would love Me.” (John 8:42) Thus a Christian, witlhdoving Jesus, would be like a fire giving
no heat.

Now, Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount, said, “Yeehaeard that it hath been said, An eye
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth” (Matthew 5:38}his was recompensing evil for evil, which
He strictly forbids — “but | say unto you that yesist not evil.” (Matthew 5:39) Now what
mean these words of Christ? Surely they must mearething: they were not spoken or written
in vain, or for nought; and is this not their plaind simple meaning, namely, that, if a man does
an evil to us of any kind out of ill-will, we shalbt resist that evil by returning evil to him agai
but rather suffer him to repeat the same evil wista second time? — as the second clause of the
foregoing verse explains: “Whosoever shall smietbn thy right cheek, turn to him the other
also; and if any man will sue thee at the law, tale away thy coat, let him have thy cloak
also.” (Matthew 5:40) Or, according to Lutheraliman should sue thee at the law, rather than
have a law-suit with him, let him have thy cloakalif by so doing thou canst avoid the suit;



and not say like the worldly minded, “I will speadl that | have, before I will give up to him.
How many times do we see men spend, at law, a bdrdbllars to gain five or ten dollars — the
gainer at law very often being the loser in monegyJargely, and this simply, in order to have
revenge: but Paul says, “Now, there is utterlywdtfamong you, because ye go to law one with
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? Whyydonot rather suffer yourselves to be
defrauded?” (1 Corinthians 6:7) A true Christvaili rather take wrong, and suffer wrong, than
go to law — he will rather give more than is jusrder that he may avoid a law-suit.

Our great Prophet goes on in His discourse, sayig,have heard that it hath been said,
Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine endmy;| say unto you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them that yaui, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you.” (Matthew 5:43, 44)o\ighit that says these things? It is Christ,
the Lord from heaven, who is “Lord of all:” (Act®B6) it is that great Prophet, whom we are
commanded to hear in all things, on pain of beiegtyed,; it is Christ, “the Amen, the faithful
and true Witness, the beginning of the creatio@od” (Revelation 3:14), “by whom God made
the worlds, and by whom He spoke unto us in thasedays” (Hebrews 1:2); it is Christ, who
spoke as “never man spake;” (John 7:46) it is Ghibiefore whose judgment seat we must all
appear. [Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10] Theegfésee that ye refuse not Him that
speaketh; for, if they escaped not who refused Wim spoke on earth, much more shall not we
escape, if we turn away from Him who speaketh flwwaven.” (Hebrews 12:25) This is that
Christ, that great Prophet, who says, “Love yowemaies.” This is a positive command, which a
Christian must obey; for there can be no such thm@ disobedient Christian: this would be a
contradiction of terms; “for the disobedient shml punished with an everlasting destruction.” (2
Thessalonians 1:8, 9) “The wrath of God comethihenchildren of disobedience.” (Colossians
3:9) The worldly-minded are perhaps ready to $ahese are hard sayings, who can hear
them?” [John 6:60] but they are nevertheless tayengs; for they are the very words of that
great Prophet whom we are to hear, or be destreye@hrist, from whom we received the
Christian name, and of whose nature Christiangartakers — Christ, who loved His enemies
and died for them. (Romans 5:10) How, then, c&hastian hate his enemy, and follow in the
steps of Christ? Or, how can he hate his enemy,stilh be a living member of Christ? For,
says Christ, “If ye love them which love you, wlstyour reward? Do not even the publicans
(who are not Christians) the same?” (Matthew 5:86} Paul says, “If thine enemy hunger, feed
him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so dointhou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.”
(Romans 12:20) And now, | would ask this most swiejuestion, If a man love his enemy, can
he destroy his life and his property? make his wif@idow, his children orphans? Christ also
commands us to “love [our] neighbour as [ourselVdd)atthew 19:19; 22:39; Mark 12:31) and
teaches us that all men with whom we may come intacd, are to be considered our neighbors,
as is clearly shown in the parable given in Luke2®037. And, again, “Whatsoever ye would
that men should do to you, do ye even so to théiaithew 7:12) Now, we certainly would not
wish our neighbor to come and to destroy our Iifiel @ur property, but would desire him to
leave us undisturbed and unharmed: go thou, tmehda likewise.

To “love our enemies,” is a positive command, whe@hrist has also left “us an example
that [we] should follow His steps.” (1 Peter 2:2Ihe ungodly cannot love their enemies,
neither can they follow Christ's steps; but to Idteir enemies is the characteristic of all true
Christians. The next command in the verse undesideration is, “Bless them that curse you.”
(Matthew 5:44) But how, someone may say, can wesdbthem that curse us? | answer, Just as
Jacob blessed his angry brother, Esau, when goumsey, returning to his fatherland. He heard



that Esau was coming to meet him with 400 men; &aking that Esau intended to do him
harm, he prepared a great gift, and sent it to Emad, as he approached him, Jacob bowed down
before him to the ground seven times; “and Esauaaneet him, and embraced him, and fell on
his neck, and kissed him; and they wept.” And Esaid to Jacob, What meanest thou by all this
drove which | met? And he said, These are to §rate in the sight of my Lord;” but Esau
declined to take the gift. But Jacob said, “Tdkaray thee, my blessing that is brought to thee.”
Thus Jacob blessed his brother with a gift, anddbgloing, heaped coals of fire on his head,
which so melted him that he became as a lamb béisrbrother. Thus we must overcome evil
with good. Thus Joseph also blessed his brethvho, had sold him into Egypt. Peter says,
“Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railig, but contrariwise, a blessing.” (1 Peter 3:9)

The next command in the verse is, “Do good to thieat hate you.” The Apostle Paul bids
us “do good unto all men,” (Galatians 6:10) whiobludes those also that hate us. It is wicked
to hate anyone, therefore Christians should ndikbehose that hate them; but contrariwise, do
them good — do good to their bodies, to their faagjlto their souls. Do them good in any and
in every way they can. In this way, we may appe@agkeovercome their hatred, as Jacob did that
of Esau. The manner of Christian professors géigasa not only not to do good to those that
cherish hatred toward them, but to hate them likewun return, and to do them all the evil they
can besides; but this is contrary to the teachai@shrist, contrary to the spirit of the gospeldan
in direct opposition to the example of Christ; forthis also Christ “left us an example, that we
should follow His steps.”

We must also pray for those who “despitefully useand persecute us.” Now, no man can
pray in sincerity for his persecutors, while at saene time he is aiming to take their lives: such a
prayer is an open mockery in the sight of God. p&te, the first Christian martyr, when his
persecutors were stoning him to death, kneeled dowincried with a loud voice, saying, “Lord,
lay not this sin to their charge.” Christ, in Higiterest agony on the cross, cried, “Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do;” thaghis also “leaving us an example, that we
should follow His steps.”

These foregoing commandments we must fulfill. if weuld be “children of [our] Father
which is in heaven;” (Matthew 5:45) and, in doingdafulfilling these commandments, we
prove, and make it manifest, that we are God’sdebii; “and, if children, then heirs: heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Christ.” (Romans 8:17) tRBun the other hand, those who hate their
enemies, curse those that curse them, do evilosetthat hate them, and pray not for those that
despitefully use and persecute them, prove and ntakanifest, that they are the children of
their father, the devil; as Christ said to thossotedient Jews, “And the lusts of your father ye
will do: he was a murderer from the beginning.”hidcB:44) When Christ sent messengers
before His face, and they entered into a villagehefSamaritans to make ready for Him, and the
Samaritans did not receive Him; James and Johnnthey saw it, were so enraged, that they
said, “Lord, wilt Thou that we command fire to comewn from heaven and consume them,
even as Elias did?” But Jesus turned and rebukem,tksaying, “Ye know not what manner of
spirit ye are of” — or, according to Luther, “Knoye not what spirit's children ye are?” — “for
the Son of Man is not come to destroy men'’s libes,to save them.” (Luke 9:52-56)

How ready were James and John to avenge themseiuwbss affront to their Master, by
commanding fire to come down from heaven to constimee who had offered it! This was
still the manifestation, in their hearts, of oldakxd, the natural man, the unregenerate heart. But
Christ taught them a different lesson. Insteadalfing down fire and vengeance upon those
who despitefully use us, we must call down graag fangiveness upon them. “Father, forgive



them,” was the prayer of Christ. He did not dgstren’s lives, when persecuted and abused by
them, and, therefore, neither have His followerng raght to do it. Herein Christ has also “left us
an example, that we should follow His steps.”

Surely, then, if Christians are members of Chasij] branches of Him, the true Vine, yea,
possessors of His Spirit, and anointed with theesahey cannot be engaged in destroying men’s
lives and property, and at the same time haveair tiearts the love of Christ. Now, it seems,
the Jews were well aware of the fact, that Chasght a non-resistant doctrine, when they said,
“If we let Him thus alone, all men will believe d#im, and the Romans shall come, and take
away our place and nation.” (John 11:48) Jesuktedrilate, “My kingdom is not of this world:
if My kingdom were of this world, then would My sants fight, that | should not be delivered
to the Jews; but now is My kingdom not from hen¢ddhn 18:36) This seems to have been the
reason — because His kingdom was not of this wetlthat His servants would not fight; and if
they would not fight then, why should they now’haligh Peter, it seems, was quite ready to
fight for his Master, when he drew his sword, aotlaff the ear of the high priest’'s servant. He
was not yet fully acquainted with the nature of i€ffts kingdom; but here again Christ sharply
rebuked him, saying, “Put up again thy word ints pliace: for all they that take the sword, shall
perish with the sword” (Matthew 26:52); and Jesasoprder to leave us an example that we
should follow His steps, touched the servant’sazat healed him. (Luke 22:51)

But how can this be so, that all who “take the sh&imall perish with the sword,” since many
take the sword and go forth and slay their enenaied,yet do not perish thereby? This is very
true, but there is yet another sword, even the Vo61i@od, which is called a sword, and by that
sword shall men be judged at the last day; so blyataking the carnal sword to slay their
enemies, contrary to Christ’s teaching, men pungedves in danger of perishing by the spiritual
sword, or the sword of Christ's mouth; for He saiRepent, or else | will come unto thee
quickly, and will fight against them with the swasimy mouth.” (Revelation 2:16) Again, “He
that killeth with the sword, must be killed withetlsword. Here is the patience and the faith of
the saints.” (Revelation 13:10) Mark, “he mustkdied with the sword.” The sentence will be
pronounced against him by the sword of Christ’s thpotDepart from Me. ye cursed, into
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and higeds” (Matthew 20:41); which is synonymous to
“the lake which burneth with fire and brimstoneReyelation 21:8) in which the unbelievers
shall have their part, “which is the second deat{Revelation 21:3) “Here is the patience and
the faith of the saints.” (The Saviour admonishead tdllowers, “in patience to possess their
souls.” Christians are also called “saints.” Ansaignifies a holy one, because he has been
anointed, consecrated, and set apart for a holy bdeny thousands of holy saints have also
been killed with the sword, who were strengthenedl lllessed with faith and patience to endure
their trial, even to the end. But as Christ's klonm is not of this world, it must be of the world
beyond this, of the spiritual, the heavenly woddd therefore a spiritual and heavenly kingdom,
which has its beginning within in the Christiannddas Christ is a Prince of Peace, His kingdom
also must be a kingdom of peace.

When Christ, the Prince of peace, was born in Bétinh, a multitude of the heavenly host
came down from heaven proclaiming “peace on eatia, good will to men.” (Luke 2:14)
Christ came and preached “peace to them that wiareaodf and to them that were nigh.”
(Ephesians 2:17) God sent His Word unto the Cénldof Israel, preaching “peace by Jesus
Christ.” (Acts 10:36) Jesus said unto His disspl“Peace | leave with you, my peace | give
unto you, not as the world giveth, give | unto yquohn 14:27) His gospel is called the “gospel
of peace.” (Ephesians 6:15) He Himself is the ‘hantof peace.” (1 Corinthians 14:33) “The



fruit of the Spirit is peace” (Galatians 5:22), wéwith His children are anointed. “Christ is our
peace.” (Ephesians 2:14) Paul says, “Let the pe&dgod rule in your hearts.” (Colossians
3:15) Christians are commanded to follow peace walitmen: “If it be possible, as much as lieth
in you, live peaceably with all men.” (Romans 12:18he fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace of them that make peace,” (James 3:18) sBtkare the peacemakers; for they shall be
called the children of God.” (Matthew 5:9) Howeth shall they make war? If the Peacemakers
are the children of God, then Peace breakers neustebchildren of the devil. If Christ is a King
of peace, then His subjects, or the members wlhoalpose His kingdom, must be peaceful, too.
In this peaceful kingdom, then, there can be nq maifighting, no quarrelling; neither can there
be hatred, envyings, and strife, or bloodshed; WWbere envying and strife is, there is confusion
and every evil work,” (James 3:16) which, Jamessag not the wisdom from above, but is
earthly, sensual, devilish.” (James 3:15) Judsmlkp of some who are sensual, having not the
Spirit. (Jude 19) Now, where such earthly, sensuma devilish principles are manifested and
practiced, there can be no Christianity; for, “thisdom which is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be entreated,ffoleccy and good fruits, without partiality, and
without hypocrisy.” (James 3:17)

Christians can never make war, as the Spirit byclwkhey are led and influenced, is a spirit
of peace and love: yea, the very essence of CGimistiis love and peace, and according to
Christ’s doctrine, a Christian will do to otherstaswould wish them to do to him. He will do
no harm, nor any wrong, to anyone, but rather swfi®ng himself, for which he needs not be
ashamed; as Christ has also suffered wrongfulggving us an example, that we should follow
His steps,” who did no sin, neither was guile foumdHis mouth,” (1 Peter 2:22) and “who was
led as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheepeldedo shearers is dumb, so He opened not His
mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7) His followers are also edllambs, because they have imbibed the spirit,
nature, and disposition of Christ. Christ saidHts disciples, “Behold, | send you forth as lambs
among wolves.” (Luke 10:3) Again, Christ said &td?, “Feed My lambs.” (John 21:15) What
harmless and defenseless creatures are lambs!tieke, Christians ought also to be “harmless,
the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst afr@oked and perverse nation, among whom
[they] shine as lights in the world.” (Philippiar2zs15) They must be “harmless as doves.”
(Matthew 10:16) Christ, who left them such a brigihample, was harmless, undefiled and
separate from sinners. The nature of a lamb i kmelwn to all: when it sees the wolf coming,
it will flee. Christians, when persecuted in oriy,care commanded to flee to another, as it is
not in their nature to bite and devour their wdifigersecutors. Paul says, “Dearly beloved,
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place umtahwfor it is written, Vengeance is mine; |
will repay, saith the Lord.” (Romans 12:19) Howen, shall we give place unto wrath? |
answer, If a man meets you in wrath, enraged ankitered against you, give place, make
room, resist not the evil he offers you with ewaa; be like a lamb, as Christ has left us an
example. He reviled not, when He was reviled; Heedtened not, when he suffered; “but
committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteouslyl’ Peter 2:23) So Christians must commit
themselves to Him to whom vengeance belongs. Hiudge of all the earth.” He will certainly
do right. What a wonderful sight it would be, ®esa flock of harmless lambs, meeting a pack
of ravenous wolves, tear and devour them! Coultaa believe his own eyes, if he saw such a
sight? Or, if he should tell his neighbors thatlael seen such a sight, would they not conclude
that he was insane?

How, then, | ask, can it be possible that a Clamstivho is a partaker of Christ’'s Spirit and
nature, and is become a harmless and defensetelsdan go forth to war, and, with sword and



gun in hand, destroy the lives of his enemies (whenfoves); cutting them limb from limb into
pieces; wasting their fields waving with beautifgitain; burning their houses and barns;
destroying all the property he possibly can; makwigows and orphans; and bringing sorrow
and trouble, and often starvation and death upem® Me thinks the great inconsistency of a
Christian, engaged in such a work as this, musplam — yea, self-evident to every candid
mind. It is certainly self-contradictory.

Paul declares that we “do not war after the fldeh;the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal.” 2 Corinthians 10:3, 4. The meaning of fressage must be simply this: We Christians,
who follow Christ’'s example, do not engage in anehwarfare with carnal weapons: this would
be ill-becoming Christ’'s peaceful followers, whae apiritual soldiers “using the sword of the
Spirit, which is the Word of God,” and are fightiagainst their spiritual enemies, to maintain
and support a spiritual, heavenly kingdom; and @snan can serve two masters, so Christians
cannot be engaged in fighting for a worldly kingdand also for a heavenly one. And oh! what
a trifle is this worldly kingdom in comparison withe heavenly and everlasting kingdom! Well
might the apostle say, “The sufferings of this pregime are not worthy to be compared with
the glory that shall be revealed in us.” (Romaris838:If we suffer for Christ, we shall also reign
with Him. If, then, Christians must suffer affieh here in this life, they know that their
afflictions are but light and momentary, and wodk them a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory; while they look not at the thingdich are seen, but at the things which are not
seen.” (2 Corinthians 4:17, 18) They look with 8pritual eye, with the eye of faith, to those
things which are invisible to the bodily eye: tHay up “treasures in heaven;” and as Christ, the
Captain of their salvation, who, though He was it for their sake became poor, so that He
had not where to lay His head: even so must Hisv@rs not trust in the uncertain riches of this
world — yea, they should rather suffer the spoiloigheir goods, “knowing in themselves that
they have in heaven a better and an enduring sutestaHebrews 10:34)

Therefore let Christians look to Jesus for comftwhio for the joy that was set before him,
endured the cross, despising the shame.” (Hebrew 1l et them consider Him who, without
taking revenge, “endured such contradiction of sfaragainst Himself,” (Hebrews 12:3) herein
also “leaving us an example. that we should folldis steps.” “He is despised and rejected of
men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with griéédiah 53:3) He even suffered His enemies to
spit on His holy and innocent face; He was scourgetthe plowers plowed upon His back, and
made long their furrows.” (Psalm 129:3) They smidim in His face with the palms of their
hands: they crowned Him with thorns; they mockethhis a king, putting a reed in His hand,
which signified a scepter, and kneeled before Hiaying, “Hail King of the Jews.” (Matthew
27:29) They took the reed and smote Him upon ldedh— they led Him forth as a lamb to the
slaughter, and nailed Him to the cross where Heesed the most ignominious death; although
He had power, that He might have prayed to His &elgvFather who would presently have
given Him “more than twelve legions of angels.” {ih@w 26:53) Yet, in all His painful agony
and suffering, He threatened not, but even prayaging, “Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do;” thus, “leaving us an examplat tie should follow His steps.”

“All that will live godly in Christ Jesus, shall 8ar persecution;” (2 Timothy 3:12) as Paul
says, “Being reviled we bless; being persecutedsuwiter it; being defamed, we entreat: we are
made as the filth of the world, and are the offussw of all things.” (1 Corinthians. 4:12, 13)
Such were the sufferings of the Christians in thgsdof the apostles, and in this they imitated
their Master. Paul says, “Be ye followers of mel asn of Christ.” The terms of Christianity,
since then, have not been changed — these same wiltchold true: “If any man will come



after Me, let him deny himself, and take up hissstaand follow Me.” (Matthew 16:24) Never
once, in the whole New Testament, do we find thatfollowers of Christ took up arms to slay
their enemies, but many thousands of Christiansesthe days of the apostles have suffered
martyrdom from their cruel persecutors, and for atber reason than simply because they
differed from them in their religious sentimentsegoint of difference among others being this,
viz.: that they denied that it was lawful for a @kian, according to the doctrine if Christ and His
apostles, to take up arms and destroy the livéfienemies’

But what shall we think of those who profess todjgistians, and who belong to the same
denominations and churches, some of whom are liwirtge North and some in the South, who
are now engaged in seeking to destroy each othibrthe instruments of death, by thousands, on
the battlefield? Are these the Christian brethdescribed in the New Testament? Can it be
possible that these are the Christians who are &gam of the Holy Spirit of love and peace?
Or is it possible that these Christian professoegraitating Christ, by walking in His steps? Or,
is Christ divided against Himself? Can the lovesoth professors “be without dissimulation”?
(Romans 12:9) Or, are they “kindly affectioned ¢m@nother?” (Romans 12:10) Can they love
one another with a “pure heart, fervently,” as ghtéiseing born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, whichédih and abideth forever?” (1 Peter 1:22, 23)

Now, for a moment, let us behold the scenes oftteliald, where thousands lie rolling in
blood, both men and beasts, mingled together. Stead — some just expiring — some have
their arms, others their legs severed from thetlidgo— limbs are scattered all around, none can
tell whose they were — some groaning in painfulmgare wishing for death to put an end to
their sufferings. Oh, what anguish, sorrow andrelss! Oh, what wailing and crying for relief!
Besides cannon roaring, shells bursting, musketskarg, and the loud shout for the victory!
Behold, the atmosphere is darkened with dust arakem

Surely, here *“is confusion and every evil work;arfdes 3:16) nor is this all, for who can
describe the sorrow and distress of those at homeeceiving the sad news of the death of a
dear husband — of a beloved father — a dear sarboother? Oh, who can hear the cries of the
widows and orphans weeping for their loved ones, fusing to be comforted, because they
are not! — But who can describe the dreadful etfis, painful and dreadful scenes and horrors
of war? Can such painful and dreadful scenes devtirk of Christians, those harmless, new-
born lambs of Jesus? Can any of those who takeara $n it be the faithful followers of Him,
walking in His steps? Judge ye.

| am aware that under the old Mosaic dispensatiwd commanded the Jews to destroy the
heathens with the sword because of their wickedregsChrist, the Prince of Peace, whom we
are now to hear in all things whatsoever He bidyase us a new commandment, that we should
love our enemies, and pray for them; which no nmathe world can do, with a sincere heart,
while engaged in seeking to destroy their lives e--mever, never.

There are many Mennonite brethren living both ie tiorth and in the South. If these
should, therefore, march into the field againsheatber, armed with swords, guns, and the most
fearful instruments of death, murderously destrgyone another’s lives, who could believe that
they were new-born persons and brethren in Clmighat they are led by the Spirit of God? No
reasonable person could believe this.

How dreadful it is to think that men — rational at@res, made after the similitude of God —
should ever tear and devour one another with @diess exceeding even the wild ferocious

L For proof of these facts the reader is referrea work called “The Bloody Theater, or Martyr’'s kir.”



beasts of the forest! | think it would not be ofiplace here, to ask the question once asked by a
woman belonging to the Society of Friends, whasitaid, arose in meeting and uttered the
following impressive sentence: “I wonder what gobdoes men to kill their enemies? If left
alone, they would die themselves.”

Ah, but, says one, if we would let them alone, theuld come and take away from us our
land and our property which we have labored so hardain. But | would answer in the
language of the Saviour, “A man’s life consistetit m the abundance of the things which he
possesseth.” (Luke 12:15) Again, “What would ibfigira man, if he should gain the whole
world and lose his own soul?” (Matthew 16:26) sltiue that our enemies might take away our
property and destroy our bodies; but they coulddestroy our souls; therefore, we are not to
fear them, but to “fear Him which is able to degttmoth soul and body in hell;” (Matthew
10:28) yea, | say unto you, “Fear Him.” Would wtnthen, be the part of wisdom in us, to
choose rather to have our portion in this life witizarus, the poor beggar, and, after death, be
carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom, tharfate sumptuously with the rich man
everyday, and after death lift up our eyes in Haing in torment “where their worm dieth not,
and the fire is not quenched?” (Mark 9:44, 46, 48)

And who would not rather, after death, receivertheard of the righteous, which is so great,
than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season? v#ra would not finally wish to be numbered
with the great multitude which John beheld, in Resvelation, standing “before the throne, and
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and galm their hands; who hunger no more,
neither thirst any more?” (Revelation 7:9, 16)

But he that wishes to be numbered with them, mik&t,them, come thither through great
tribulation. The apostle says that we must, “tigfonuch tribulation, enter into the kingdom of
heaven.” (Acts 14:22) What, if our enemies sharddhe and take away our property? If we
have the Lord on our side, we are safe: withoutwilsnot a “hair shall fall from our heads.”
[Acts 27:34] The psalmist says, “Trust in the Loadd do good, so shalt thou dwell in the land,
and verily thou shalt be fed.” (Psalm 37:3) Heeresaw the “righteous forsaken, nor his seed
begging bread,” (Psalm 37:25) “and having food eaichent, let us therewith be content.” (1
Timothy 6:8) “We brought nothing into this world1 Timothy 6:7) therefore it is very evident
that we shall carry nothing out of it; and if ormukis of greater value than the whole world,
what then can be gained by war? Is not the viotsriparty almost always the loser in the end,
beyond all calculation? It is believed that everthe present (1863) struggle in our own land,
less than one-half the amount that has already §eemt, would have preserved the peace of our
country; and thus saved thousands of lives, ankibmsl of money.

But who can tell, if perhaps, the sins of the Aro@&ni people were not so great, and the cup
of their iniquity so brimful and overflowing, thalhe almighty God, in His divine justice, saw
proper to give “them over to a reprobate mind, ¢otldose things which are not convenient”
(Romans 1:28)? or, perhaps, it was the objechefAlmighty, that the North and the South
should punish and chastise each other for themtgeeckedness, and withal, in the end, to do
away with slavery; | say, who can tell, whethestivas not the cause and the object?

God said to the Jews of old: “If ye be willing aodedient, ye shall eat of the good of the
land; but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be desdwvith the sword; for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it.” (Isaiah 1:17, 20) But it mighé@be said of the people of America, as it was to
the Jews, “Wherefore should ye be stricken any fhove will revolt more and more.” (Isaiah
1:5) Even now after the rod of affliction has mabsthrough the land, and many times ten
thousand have been carried away as with a flodapldewhat wickedness still remains in the



land. Behold the excessive pride and haughtintéssblasphemies and outrages that are daily
committed! Unless America as a nation reformsneed not be surprised at all, if the Lord will
suffer His righteous judgments to be still increhsgon us, for our sins, even to seven times
more. Surely, judgment has not come upon us béfaras fully deserved.

Oh, what an awful scourge is war! What could beerdreadful upon the earth? It cannot
be the work of Christians: they will not make wand why should they engage in it afterwards?
A certain writer observes, “The very spirit of wiarthat of hatred, and malice, and every evil
passion; it is the very antagonism of the peacafual loving spirit of the gospel of the blessed
God.” Another observes, “Men of conscientious ples in religious matters have no business
in the army. All conscience, all sense of rightistnbe laid aside by the soldier, when engaged
in the art of war. Murder, rapine, theft, falsetiporuelty and hate, are military virtues, and the
commander rewards with laurels what God forbidspam of eternal death.” “War,” says the
same writer, “is not only a repeal of all the va$y but also of all the sanctions of our ‘holy
religion.”

Now, then, since peace is one of the charactegisgt forth in the prophecy of the latter day
glory, then Christ, the Prince of Peace, shall mtelis kingdom over all the earth, let us as
Christians follow after peace with all men, anditess, without which no man shall see the
Lord. Let the worldly-minded laugh, and scorn, andck, as much as they please, truth will
nevertheless prevail, and stand forever; althougdret may be produced some seemingly
plausible arguments in favour of the righteousnasd the justice of war, yet | feel fully
persuaded in my own mind that they may be all yamet, and refuted by the all-prevailing
doctrine of the Prince of Peace.

| will, however, say, that if any man can provenfrahe doctrines and example of Jesus
Christ and His apostles to a full and perfect destration, the justice and lawfulness of
Christians going to war, and killing their enemidgen, and not till then, will I confess that | am
in error, “not knowing the Scriptures.”

This non-resistant doctrine may seem new and strdngmany, although it has been
maintained and advocated for more than eighteelrednyears, by many faithful Christians;
and | firmly believe, that it is the pure doctrioEChrist, which none may violate with impunity.
And now, whether a Christian may take up arms,gmtbrth to war, and destroy the lives of his
enemies, and at the same time obey the gospebkos Jehrist, and be justifiable in the sight of
God, the Christian reader, it is hoped, will beeatd decide for himself. May he “prove all
things, [and] hold fast to that which is good. Thessalonians 5:21)

But, says one, if the doctrine of a non-resistitgigianity be a true doctrine, then there can
be but few Christians in the world. Well, thigust what the Saviour tells us: “Strait is the gate
and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life; & there be that find it.” (Matthew 7:14)
“Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shalter into the kingdom of heaven; but he
that doeth the will of My Father which is in heavefMatthew 7:21) “Strive to enter in at the
strait gate; for many, | say unto you, will seekettter in, and shall not be able, when once the
Master of the house is risen and hath shut to dloe.td(Luke 13:24, 25)

In conclusion | would say to the Christian readgmpuld it ever be your lot to suffer
persecution for conscience toward God, or for e of Christ, or for refusing to take up arms
to slay enemies, if conscience forbids you, thenktit not strange concerning such fiery trials,
which are but to try you as gold is tried with fiteut look to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of
your faith. He is able to protect you, and if H& wot preserve your body, as He did the bodies
of the three Hebrews in the burning, fiery furnaget will He, if you put your trust in Him,



preserve your soul unharmed. Christian readeryput trust in the Lord, in all your sufferings.
Be not dismayed; “for even hereunto were ye calbbedause Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example that we should follow His stepsP¢ter 2:21)

Fellow Christian! let us be strong in the Lord andhe power of His might. Yea, let us be
faithful unto death, and a crown of life will bevgn us. “And the ransomed of the Lord shall
return and come to Zion, with songs and everlagbggupon their heads: they, shall obtain joy
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flegydigaiah 35:10)

Christ Jesus is a Prince of Peace;
His subjects peaceful, too;

With them all wars must cease,
They always peace pursue.

Although despised and mocked they be
Of wicked sinners here;

They from all strife and bloodshed flee,
And walk in Jesus, fear.

As Christ, their King, example gave,
They rather suffer wrong;
His steps they follow to the grave,
His Spirit makes them strong.

As Christ His enemies to save,
Came down from heaven above;
So, to His own, commandment gave,

Their enemies to love.

As Christ, the true and living vine,
Is love in all His mind,
So His true branches, too, will shine
With fruit the same in kind.

As Christ to all example gave,
Let us, as He directs,
Fear neither storm, nor wind, nor wave,
But follow His own steps.



An
Addressto the Mennonite Brethren

Dear Brethren:

Whereas we have now met with perilous times — timesorrow and distress, while the
whole world, as it seems, is lying in wickednesd anrebellion against God and His laws, it is
surely high time for us to “awake out of sleep,’b(®ans 13:11) and be on our guard: for we are
surrounded with snares and temptations on evegy silerewith Satan is aiming to ensnare us.
Let us, therefore, “watch and pray, that [we] emiatrinto temptation.” (Matthew 26:41)

And, whereas thousands are now engaged in fighiting worldly kingdom, which is but
transitory and vain, ought we not then also, whafgss to seek a heavenly country, to “fight the
good fight of faith,” (1 Timothy 6:12) and be morgorously engaged in fortifying ourselves
against the assaults of our spiritual enemies,thest break in upon us unawares, and rob us of
our rights and privileges. Let us be as Paul writethe Ephesians: “Finally, my brethren, be
strong in the Lord, and in the power of His migRut on the whole armour of God, that ye may
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil:vie wrestle not against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, againstrtiers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places. Whereforketanto you the whole armor of God, that ye
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and hgndone all to stand. Stand, therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and having on theeastplate of righteousness; and your feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel of peabeya all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith
ye shall be able to quench all the fiery dartshef wicked; and take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of Gqday always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all masrsrance and supplication for all saints.”
(Ephesians 6:10-18. Thus we can see, my dearrénetthat a soldier of Jesus Christ must be
well armed from head to foot, in order to be ablaevithstand the attacks of the enemy. Oh, let
us not delay to seek fresh recruits, and to hagetall well armed, for we may yet have hard
battles to fight. Do not be discouraged, for o@ptin is strong and well experienced; only
follow in His footsteps — do as He bids you — kedpse to His banner, and by His all-
powerful aid, we shall finally be “more than congus;” (Romans 8:37) yea, triumphant over
sin and Satan, death and hell.

Although we wrestle not against flesh and bloodi aar not after the flesh, as the weapons
of our warfare “are not carnal;” yet it becomes nayertheless, to be true, loyal, and faithful
citizens to our worldly government in all pointsathdo not militate against the laws of our
blessed Redeemer; and as our government has thwdldawved us freedom, and liberty of
conscience, to worship God agreeably to the prorgptiof our most holy faith, we ought,
therefore, to regard and respect our governmerd, earnestly and sincerely pray for its
continuance; yea, we ought to support such a govennin all things it may demand of us, if it
be not against the pure doctrine of Christ. Butusth our government ask of us anything that is
contrary to the gospel of Jesus, then we must @y rather than man. But we ought to be
truly thankful to God and our government, that spobvisions have thus far been made for the
“defenseless Christians,” that instead of takingaups to slay their enemies, they have always
been permitted to pay an equivalent in money; angason we could ask no more. Oh, let us,
then, all be true loyal and faithful subjects: amidereas we cannot, for conscience sake, help
uphold the government with carnal weapons, letaideast, give to it this advantage — the



assurance that it never need fear a rebellion fisfi’’and let none be in anywise injurious to
the government of our land; but pay willingly andh@ut murmuring all its demands and just
dues, without defrauding (if we even could) in thast; knowing that, even if we could escape
the punishment of men, we could not escape thesporént of God. What a self-contradiction it
would be, if, after professing a non-resistant Stfanity, we should be found guilty of resisting
the government by rebellion and disloyalty! | websky to my ministering brethren, Expel from
the church every brother that dares rebel or invaay act injuriously to the government. And,
my brethren, let us not forget to pray for the goweent and for all those in authority, that under
them, by the grace of God, “we may lead a quieteateable life, in all godliness and honesty”
(1 Timothy 2:2): yea, let us pray for the restaratof peace and union in our distressed and
troubled country, remembering that the “effectdatvent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much.” (James 5:16) Let us cast all our caresnupod, knowing that “he careth for [us],” (1
Peter 5:7) and you, my dear brethren, who are glasewatchmen over the flock, “blow the
trumpet,” (Ezekiel 33:3) “sound an alarm,” (Joel)2¢be instant in season, out of season,” (2
Timothy 4:2) “as they that must give account” (Habs 13:17) of the precious souls placed
under their care; for these are alarming times.

And, oh, my dear brethren, could | only persuade &b to lay aside and banish from your
minds that hurtful and baneful party spirit. Beaholvhat havoc it has made in our states! and
now it has also entered into the churches andparagng them. Is it not enough for us to be
Christians? Or must we also be called, or calseklres, after a worldly name — a Democrat or
a Republican? Surely, we ought also to guard agé#ams evil. If we are Christians it is enough
to qualify us for every duty. Oh, let no party resntear asunder the bond of love and
brotherhood! We ought, by no means, to allow dueseto be called by party names; and, oh,
how shameful for Christian professors to disputé quarrel about political matters! For those
who profess to be followers of Christ, walking imstteps, and who are to be of one mind, one
heart, and one soul — for one of them to say, “| anbemocrat,” and another, “I am a
Republican,” and then to commence to dispute adrglwith each other!

| say, it is a shame for a Christian professorddhis; and | believe that a true Christian will
not be guilty of such follies. And as political tteas are now carried on to extremes — to excess
— beyond the bounds of reason and religion, | wadg, Stand aloof! Keep at a proper
distance and within the bounds of Christianity! aDbrethren, suffer yourselves to be persuaded
and convinced of the inconsistency of non-resispaafessors taking part in worldly elections,
and in the choosing of worldly rulers. Is it noteostepping the bounds of a non-resistant
Christianity, when we help choose men into officenhich it becomes their duty to use deadly
weapons? Is it not, then, plain that whosoevesdbes, acts in opposition to the non-resistant
principles and their profession? Therefore, beasgp and touch not the unclean thing — run
not with others “to the same excess of riot” (1lelPdt4), and let our moderation in this respect
“be known unto all men.” (Philippians 4:5)

Let us, by our walk and conversation, declare pjaithat we seek a heavenly country; and
let us not be entangled with the trifles and fallg# this present evil world, as to neglect the€‘on

% The ancient Dutch Ambassador Van Benning writdddosieur de Turenne, “The Mennonites are a
good people, and the most commodious to a stedayin the world; partly because they do not agpifelaces of
dignity partly because they edify the communitythg simplicity of their manner, and applicatioratts and
industry, and partly because we fear no rebelliomfa sect that makes it an article of their faiigver to bear
arms.” — Morgan Edwards’ Life and Times of Menpage 49.



thing needful.” (Luke 10:42) Surely, a man may useful in upholding and supporting the
government, without going beyond the bounds ofaea@nd sense. Let us seek more those
things which are above, having “our conversationwalk) in heaven,” (Philippians 3:20) and
letting our “light shine before men, that they ns@e [our] good works.” (Matthew 5:16) Let us
be good and kind to all who stand in need, esdga@althis time. Let us not forget the widows
and the orphans, but open to them our hearts andshand not only say to them, “Be ye
warmed and filled,” but give them what is “needfoit the body.” (James 2:16) Oh, let us live
as Christians: in love, peace, and union. Letwigllup each other in our “most holy faith,”
(Jude 20) and let us “follow after the things whitlake for peace, and things wherewith one
may edify another.” (Romans 14:19) “Finally, bretn, be perfect, be of good comfort; be of
one mind, live in peace, and the God of love aratpeshall be with you.” (2 Corinthians 13:11)

“I will go in the strength of the Lord.” (Psalm A5)

“Trust in the Lord forever; for in the Lord Jehoviaheverlasting strength.” (Isaiah 26:4)

Be strong, my brethren dear,

Be strong, and never fear
The rage of war.

Oh, fight and watch and pray,
Your inward foes to slay,
Who meet you in the way,

Your hopes to mar.

Be strong in Christ, the Lord,
Who kindly in His Word
Says, Do not fear.
Fear not, He says to you,
Those who your life pursue;
'Tis all that they can do,
If God be near.

Be strong in Christ, your Tower,
And in His mighty power,
Ye Christians all.

His mighty arm can save
You from the storm and wave,
And from an early grave,

Both great and small.

Be strong! Oh, yes, be strong!
Your suff'rings can't be long,
Ye little band.
The night is almost gone,
The day will shortly come,
When saints shall reach their home
At Christ’s right hand.



Be strong in faith and love —
Let all your actions prove
Your hearts sincere:

Be kind and good to those
Who your good will oppose —
Yes, pray for all your foes:

Your God will hear.

Be strong, and murmur not
Though suff'ring be your lot;
"Tis thus the Lord
Designs to make us clean,
Our sinful hearts to wean
From all that tempts to sin
Oh, trust His Word!

Be strong, though faint you be,
And sorrow presseth thee
On every side.
Sufficient is God'’s grace,
Your fainting hopes to raise,
That you can sing His praise,
Whate’er betide.

Be strong, and never fear,
Though, every day, you hear
News stained with blood.
For needs these things must be,
As in God’'s Word we see —
“Do not affrighted be,”
Says Christ, your Lord



