DRESSING CHILDREN ACCORDING TO GOSPEL SIMPLICITY
A. WAYNE RUDOLPH

What do the three topics this afternoon havedammon? The Lord's Day observance, vehicles and
dressing our children. I think each of these thiraee this in common in that they test where areadbu
fections are, it helps us to understand what kirellegiance we have.

Most of us who have had children can remembemtbnder and the thrill and the excitement thateeam
when that first little one came into our home, bopefully before the arrival of that little one \Wwave al-
ready developed some understanding of what consigtie in relation to giving direction to that onam,
dressing, in manners, and suchlike. I'm gladith#tte gospel we have a safe standard for direétipao
precious a gift that God has given.

Dressing children according to Gospel simplicity.

This is a part of article 5 of our disciplinéthink a periodic look at such a subject is neags# we
are to keep worldly pressures at bay, and we fawédly pressures a-plenty that we need to tacHleis
title is a rewording of a statement found in adiBlunder number six where it says: “Parents shandsds
their children according to Gospel simplicity aeddh them the serious results of following worlpltgc-
tices and vanities prevalent today.” Parents gshout gives positive direction and then it saysath
them the serious results of following worldly piaes. What was the doctrine of separation desigoed
do for the children of Israel? It was to safegudem from idolatry, that they would remember whey
were and what they stood for. What are the seniesslts of failure to dress our children accordiog
Gospel simplicity? | think one of the serious f&sis an unclear identity as to who we are, whobee
long to, the loss of will in being a separate pedpla common problem in plain circles, and wethee
results of it here and there along the way. Andlfy the most serious result is the terrible tfléoss to
Christ and the church, the wayward son or daugh@rcourse it is not always pointing to the way we
dress them, of course not, but | think many tinmes tactor is involved.

In the first heading of our outline we would like inject one word in our title: Dressimyr children.
We need to own the fact that we have a personpbnssbility. I'd like to make several observatidrese
as we consider dressing our children.

Observation number one.
Children, our children are a temporary gift, theg &od's children loaned to us to mould for His/eex.
It is a temporary gift so we have a stewardshipaasibility even in our children.

Observation number two.

These children are our responsibility, ours. Gtheay assist, grandparents and the church, butctmey
not replace our responsibility. Finally it is yand | as parents that are best equipped to developr
children a love for Gospel simplicity and a love tbe church. And we are glad for the assistaheé t
we have from our Christian day schools, Sundaya@shehurch and suchlike. Parents must come ® lov
Gospel simplicity themselves, the parent who dagsaome to love the Gospel simplicity way, the sepa
rated way, cannot instill a love for that way irithchildren. We need to understand that and tbee
way we have chosen.

Observation number three.

Responsibility always yields accountability. Somedmaccountable for the way our children are dreéss
When mistakes are made that yield a loss, forgs®man be had through true repentance, but that doe
not stop the reaping does it? There is still dateramount of anguish that goes along with theseds
opportunity.

Dressing children according to Gospel simpligityf not happen satisfactorily unless a good magjor
of our families have a proper understanding of s from the world. By this | mean that a good-
jority of our families should not think along tHiee of: What can or may | do and still somehotiri?



A good majority of our families need to think: Whsktould | do to preserve a separated life, the lgmp
ity of the gospel for the next generation? and wifl help us to stay back from the edge a bit &mée
on the safe side of issues. Conservative Christaight to be concerned about staying on the sideo$
issues. What is that side? Well it is the biblgide of course and we will look at today as weafng.

Another observation yet: Nothing teaches ascatfely as example. Parents should dress thelidrem
and should teach them the serious results thatdvesiult from following worldly trends of fashioma
immodesty. What we do as individuals, as parentstwe have learnt to love, sends a signal to osf p
terity that nothing else can finally replace.

The second heading we would like to look at: Wha&ospel simplicity?
Well it is after gospel direction, it is one stardifor all, old and young together, the same pples ap-
ply. We would like to just quickly page througtethlew Testament and look at some of those standards
and identify what Gospel simplicity is.

In first Timothy chapter 3 verse nine we haveclion given in relation to women's apparel;
1Tim. 2:9-10
“In like manner also, that women adorn themselwemodest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety;
not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or cpsttray; But which becometh women professing godli-
ness, with good works.”

We notice the principle of modest apparel here mlpith restraint, with governed actions, withea r
serve, an almost bashful air you might say, th&ind of out of step with society today isn’t ithgthe
freedom that they express. Modest in form, matedallour, becoming in step with the rest of yote li
and the rest of the principles of scripture. Qdirse this rules out some things mentioned hergnoem-
tal extras, gold, pearls, costly array, sometinhesimitations of costly array are rather cheap, aheap
almost, but they still send somewhat of a signdbashat is in our heart.

Let us stop next at first Peter chapter 3:
1 Peter 3:3-4

“Whose adorning let it not be that outwaadbrning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, dr o
putting on of apparefBut let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which iscwtuptible,even the
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sighGod of great price.”

I'd like to point out two things here, Peter is éragising that it is not to be the outward that sethe
strongest signal, | mean the class and the flaght s to be a character signal that is sent. fixatg the
hair, not the extras, so that the person's chargets the attention instead of the body. Verse falks
about not being a show-of, the ornament of a meekgqaiet spirit. This passage talks about the atdw
fixing up as well as the goal that we have in mindat do we want to produce? And we will looklett
goal a little bit later.

Let us now turn back to second Corinthians chaPtéar another peek at what Gospel simplicity is.
Here it is not talking directly about clothing nesarily but in second Corinthians 6:14 we havectied-
lenge of not being unequally yoked together withelievers because we are out of step with eachr,othe
we are going different directions. Verse 16 innfedle of the verse we start;
2Cor. 6:16-17

R for ye are the temple of the living God;” Weed to be behaving ourselves dressing and our
bodies in a way that gives the signal that we laegémple of the Holy Ghost, that God is dwellinighvn
us, and verse 16b says; “and | will be their Gaul they shall be my peoplEWherefore come out from
among them,” Here we noticed divine ownership thabupled with this simplicity idea.

Listed directly with number six directly under akd 5 in our discipline are two scriptures Romans
8:12-13 and Romans 12:1-2.
Romans 8:12-13:

“Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to thsh] to live after the fleskFor if ye live after the
flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spit whortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.”



Here we are told that we are not debtors, noiveodfter the flesh, and so Gospel simplicity ires
crucifying the flesh and that is a life long chatie, especially one that is close to the heart yfung
mother, to crucify that fleshly urge to show off ligtle one. In Romans chapter 12, verses onetand
we notice that appearances are a clear indicattr whom we belong to. This gospel, this good news
when accepted yields an allegiance to Christ arsdditection and that direction involves modestly-s
plicity, separation, non-conformity etc.

We would like to look for a few moments now at {ractical side of dressing according to Gospel
simplicity. First of all I'd like to make a few sbrvations under this heading: Dressing childcaoal-
ing to Gospel simplicity;

Observation number one; There is a standard, that standard is the fixéd. drinciples we have in God's
word that have been with us throughout the germrati There is a standard, we need to build upain th
standard.

Observation number three: It is not man's standard but it is God's standardnan. We may choose to
accept this standard as our own and it is only thahwe are really qualified to dress our childesn
cording to Gospel simplicity.

Observation number three; God's standards are always for a purpose. | thiderstanding this helps to
produce a willing obedience.

Let us turn to Romans chapter 12, God's standaedalaays for a purpose, And He does not put things
into our life without an underlying motive for ogiood. Yes, He does test us, but for our good and
growth.

Romans 12:1-2

“l beseech you therefore, brethren, by the memig€sod, that ye present your bodies a living saif
holy, acceptable unto Godhich is your reasonable servic&dnd be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, thatnyay prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.”

Notice that a change of mind, a change of whatgortant, is at the very core of separation, of-non
conformity, the very heart of the way we dress chitdren even. What do we want, what is our goal?
Notice that we are presenting our bodies, an omgsatrifice, a living sacrifice. Whose approvalvde
want? The neighbours, even my best friend or @ifsdll our Lord Jesus? We also notice that thide-
signed to keep us from being polluted. Separatiaids contamination. One of the articles tha&taldrin
The Eastern Mennonite Testimony makes this staterf®rscriptural sense of modesty includes orderli-
ness and consistency, modest apparel expressaseafgropriety and indicates the choice of aious
mind."

Now we are looking at the fact that God’s standarésalways for a purpose, modest apparel expresses
a sense of propriety, a sense of what is propemething is proper because there is somethingfés sa
guard. What is it that we are endeavouring togeded as we dress our children, what is it? Wist 6f
all we are promoting a love for Gospel simplicibyyr brother earlier was talking about that in lielato
cars, vehicles, simplicity, service. Secondlysédeguards modesty. Modesty is important so theat w
think right and act rightly. It safeguards modesthings are given for a reason, it produces aratipa
which is a safeguard again. | believe that onctitéing edge of our group’s safety is this idea ofill-
ingness to be a separated people, an identifisdplp. It also yields a steady chartered pathedigt-
able one, it avoids competition when we have gpa#iern, a way of doing things when we build on a
foundation. It also calls for one's characterdgbtge attention instead of the body or charm.

About 13 years ago Brother Glenn Sensenig statedrticle in The Eastern Mennonite Testimony
with this statement; "The manner in which we dasschildren may be a more accurate indicator of ou
convictions on nonconformity then the way we appraselves."

| had to pause and stop and think about that andasaen” to myself when | read it again. It may sa
more about our real conviction then our own appeaea Dressing children says something to othetrs bu
it also says something to your children, it tefierh what is important to you.



Some years ago when we lived at Mendon we werttagdMilford geriatric rest home, on one of those
first visits | noticed a middle-aged gentlemanirsiftback in the corner with an elderly person aedvas
watching the families come in very carefully, jusally with an intrigued look on his face. Andefthe
coats were all of and the folks were lining up igetready to sing in the program, this gentlemanugo
and came over to one of the mothers and he samtiiiire your discipline and hard work." Well that
young mother was not used to compliments and shpugioa little red and she said; "Well, | doninthl
worked any harder than anybody else.” She probaialgint her other peers in the church setting and he
went as far to say: “I think you are just being resid’ What did this man see? He said: “Appayentl
you make your own clothes, even the boys’ clothé$e’ saw something a bit different, something uaiqu
there. He said: “l watched these mothers ancfattake of the children’s coats and hang thenwhpn
the coats came off the shirt tails were in and ticivad you pat this one's hair down and take outnabc
and do just a little final doctoring to this onetfe said; “They are neat, they are tidy, they dearg you
probably even looked in their ears, didn't you® daid. He was thorough in what he was thinkirmuab
and then he said; “Look at that young man overethéth his hands in his pockets” he was probably a
little four or five year old, he was standing therigh his hands in his pockets, he stood just &kigtle
gentleman you might say. He said; “There is a lobknnocence and freedom on his face.” He saw
something there.

Now | would like to ask this question; If in fattase families coming in had taken of some gaudi-loo
ing coats and had flashy clothing underneath, uktatly charmed them, would he have gotten the same
impression? No, he would not have. He said; “ljaatlous for you, apparently you are headed some-
where and | wish that more people were headedahe place.” That is what he said. All that he fig
ured out by the appearance of several familiedtotm. He knew that somebody put hard work into it
he said; “You didn't start 15 minutes before ydtu®me to do what you did here tonight, it wasanily
project no doubt” He said; “I counted one familyrein here it appeared to be like there were fiveo
and probably not any of them over 10 or 12, no veshtle said, “A lot of hard work.” We're not tallgn
about something that is easy, it would be easidyutp things from society, much easier, maybe even
cheaper sometimes if you figure the time, but itldcsend a different signal to that man at the meste,
and others as well, as to what you stand for amdedisas for what you want for the next generation.

The cute, the pretty, the catchy would have aatifferent signal. But we have a stewardshipoasi-
bility. Psalm 127:3 says: “Lo, childrerare an heritage of the@rp:....” He has given us them with an
understanding that we have a goal in mind, inifa€roverbs 22:6 it tells us that the goal for ohitdren
is not to be a lot different to the goal that wefee ourselves, it says:

Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go:....” ither words modesty and simplicity and
humility are things that we work on from the tiniat little tot comes into our arms, we keep workimgy
that with them. Train up in the way he should @gbat do you want? We ought to ask ourselves that
guestion; What do we want? We want that childe®l tomfortable in a simple separated outfit, that
what we want. We want to develop a sense of whptaper. Actually childhood is simply the stage i
life when we get ready for adulthood and so devalpp sense of what is proper for adulthood isra pa
of childhood. Children are impressionable anddrkih accept very well what their parents consitent
stand for. The patterns set in early childhood nofte&ih become the accepted frame for later life. leb

us send a clear message to have something simpi@aalest for mother, dad and something abbreviated
and skimpy or gaudy for son or daughter simplysfgibspel simplicity. To have a dual standard cagus
the child's mind.

| would like to raise this question: Is it marght to make exceptions to Gospel simplicity irr ahil-
dren's attire then in our own? Well the answerhbug be obvious, it is not more right. Ribbonslan
bows and colour variations and barrettes and m@urftsruffles and frills and unique patterns, skimeps
in length and suchlike, boldness of pattern, wehotig view those deviations the same whether we put
them on ourselves or whether we put them on atlile bnes. The failure in some of those thingddge
an echo that we hear occasionally. I've heard rtie one young lady say; “I can't stand to have my
sleeves down, | just can't stand it.” | believatttihat statement is in part a result in neveringptised to



it when they were smaller, never getting used.toditcording to Gospel simplicity, the standardsied
scripture, we can look around us and see that giitypis a dying principle in an affluent societydying
principle. And so God's clothing standards invaivedesty, simplicity, economy, durability, servibéa
ity, stewardship and separation. And offcourseGmspel simplicity we mean basically free from the
fashions and show of the flesh, simply taking Gatitections and applying those principles carefully
Practical lines need to be drawn based on a soliddation, a solid foundation. That foundatioisas-
vice and not fashion.

About five years ago this illustration be shibire a Eastern Mennonite Testimony article entitl€zbl-
our Speaks" Brother Jonathan Rudolph the writeéhaf article said that in 1963 when a new president
family moved into the White House many were critahien the former flash and fashion were not evi-
dent, that was the change over from the Kennedythe Johnstone's, the new First Lady was more-inte
ested in simplicity and service, in fact she sdigdant my dress to serve me not them” in otheragor
“I wear it for my principles and not to please thgiinciples.” Definitely there was a differendete.

We want our dress to serve God and not His advgibecause His adversary is also our adverd&ey.
are in danger of losing the practical judgemerdwfparents in an affluent age. When | say thetjpa
judgement, you know the time of our great greahdparents when mother wove the cloth as well as
sewed those things together, | doubt if anything diacarded until it was just about in tatters, dufiu-
ence and ease has made us a bit wasteful. Wewleirdan afford to waste a little or can we? |khimis
affect the choices of materials sometimes that ha@ose. The three to 10-year-olds Sunday dresses
sometimes are really pretty light, so light thasihardly practical to wear them out for everyti@gause
they show the stains and blotches of everyday aeadrlook kind of drab rather quickly, and so since
they came easy we just pitch them out and make smhees. Remember the practical decisions that
Grandma needed to make.

What is Gospel simplicity? Well it is avoidinige shimmery, the fluorescent, the bold, the spigtc
someone said the modelled appearance. Sometimbaweean extra problem sisters, someone gives you
a little neat set of trousers or a shirt or a bdi®ss or maybe something for one a little older iafast
does not fit your home standard, what do you dd& w2 Well dressing according to gospel simplicity
would mean that you would probably alter it aditdit. We ought to probably be a little bit moreak to
do that so that our standard is safeguarded. VWdbenmlity and modesty reign, material can be used by
little tots, teens and middle aged alike. I'm giladt when a bolt of material is purchased | seeilfas
making a dress for mother or teenage daughter bhasvéor the little tot, | think that makes send&ctu-
ally it is the vibrant youthful spark and charm ttimeeds special care, special care that Grandma has
learned years ago to safeguard, special care thefahae special flash and look. Remember it éskibld
spirit that calls for bold stripes and large priatsl contrasts, and of course those little girkssies need
to have a simplicity of design as well and a mogedtfit. What reason is there to have about kalf
dozen different designs that you make this dreissdissign, that dress another and that dress arentie
so on. We send a signal of Gospel simplicity to@hildren, to our fellow brethren and sisters bpas-
ing a simple design and sticking to it, it proclairhhave a goal to reach and here is how | amnjrignto
reach it. The puffs of the little girl's sleeveostd disappear largely before the child can remertiiem,
if you have them there in the first place. | caay everything that could be said about the prakcside
but if our heart and our love for Gospel simpliggyright it will help us to come to fair conclus®in re-
lation to these things.

While little boys are not as dress consciougids they still do have some challenges and theyatk
about their appearance. Remember parents wheneudrad your youngster to the place that you could
be reasonably sure that when they wore a pairwftreusers or new shoes that the first thing treeg at
church would not be; “Look at my new shoes.” yolt fieat you had accomplished something when they
gained that degree of maturity, that they weretinat self-conscious that they were going to shotheir
new things. | remember as a young lad fussing beer many buttons we had on our coat sleeves, con-
scious about that. There is something about timplsi separated appearance that safeguards our youth



when they get in the mini market and places of ijpublisiness and so on. Let's do for ourselves what
separation was meant to do even for the Israetites,we would remember who we are, the person that
jokes about that and says; “A weakling needsratinder,” | believe is on the precipice of defanla
more real sense than the one who mistrust himself.

Well we're looking at dress, let's go on to juséw issues in a bit.

Many of us have seen plain folks out biking wathklets and gaudy shoes that look like they caom fr
the sports shop, where did this trend start? Adtvlge? Probably younger then we think. On tloe sh
issue it seems in the day and age of coveredifeeg, have long sleeves and mid-calf length drefisas
it calls for shoes that cover the foot as well. m8tmes we make the mistake of having pretty, skimp
buckle ups on the little girls and wonder why tipei top foot seems so popular amongst the olderg/ou
ladies. We avoid things like sports (brand) namued stripes and puppy tongues and long tongues and
gold buckles and catchy leather designs and so bmeuld like to raise this question: At what ade
the heels start going up and why? And is thereagan for girls heels to continue growing while 9oy
ones don't? | personally believe that we probabiynble the worst as plain people in regard to sofne
the shoes that we tolerate. Again simplicity aevise. The lack of fashion is what we ought tcaba-
ing for and dress shoes should be comfortable dnangd serviceable enough to wear out for everyday.
am a firm believer in that. You ought to pictumat if it is not fit for Sunday then you ought tonsider
getting something different. When we lived at tbener of Jones Lane two ladies that worked at #rkb
used to walk by our house everyday and it waseéstarg that when you met them in the bank they were
about 2 inches taller than when they were takiegy thfternoon walk, they discarded one set of slaoes
put on something that was fit for the occasion.d Ao if you can't pass out the “Star of the Livivg-
ters” comfortably in your Sunday slippers then paght to think about the practicality a bit more.

Well let us go on. Actually dressing affects mtiran just our shirt, our pants or our dress orsboes,
a part of dressing in the morning is also combiogryhair. And | thought it was interesting thastben-
tleman at the Milford geriatric mentioned that asliwthere was a neatness and a tidiness thereat Wh
about the cute, the novel amongst the little girfls@alise there is a bit of variation that canpbeper and
acceptable in place, but sometimes you see renitya things, the hair is parted on this side foeé¢
weeks and then in the middle for three weeks, then have little ponytails that stick out and halogvn
towards their ears, then it is one braid, two Is&dd ponytails single, and I've seen all kindshaWs it
mothers, that wants to fool with that youngsteg# land make it look so cute and so unique. Whaur
goal? What do we want them finally to imbibe antbeace later in life? Adopt a consistent arranggme
and stick to it and this sends a signal of stahilitsignal that you are satisfied. One of thgtares that
we read talked about broided hair or plaiting & tair, it is talking about weaving or fashioningni a
catchy attention getting way.

This may be a bit of a trick question but thegtion is: What do barrettes and stockings havwmim-
mon, what do they have in common? Well in somed®their minds or their practices reveal that since
they are on both ends they belong to match, sohgue blue stockings and blue barrettes and green
stockings and green barrettes. That is more contireomwhat we think. What signal are we sending by
that kind of thing? I'm glad that there are hailoared fasteners still on the market and | thimkt tGos-
pel simplicity means that we ought to basicallglstivith one thing and be satisfied with it. Maythe
personality and character and the fact that Godchested that young man, that young lady, that they
came into your home for a purpose of service to,Hiught to be the underlying principle.

What about the boys? Would you choose to cut gon's hair shorter than fathers for practicat pu
poses? | think it should grow a little, fast enought that child cannot long remember when it was t
short to comb, and we have some pretty big boyssevfair is almost too short to comb. It makes you
match right into society and makes it possible igappear. | wish somehow | could convince some of
our youth that that is really a threat to themeastof a help. A threat to Gospel simplicity. Y re-
member that when we read first Peter 3: 3-4, tbatevfour ended with the challenge, that our goal i
meek and quiet spirit which is in the sight of Gddyreat price.



We want a practice for our children with rules iéé that is a foundation upon which convictions den
built that make them men and women for God's servic

May the Lord bless as you seek to walk in the wia@ospel simplicity.



