MARTYRS MIRROR

HANS SMIT, HENDRICK ADAMS, HANS BECK, MATTHIJS SMITDILEMAN SNIJDER, AND
SEVEN OTHERS, A. D. 1558

In the year 1558, Brother Hans Smit, a minisfethe Word of God, was sent forth by the church to
seek and gather those that were eager for the. tAdts 13:3. When he therefore, being divinely
called, undertook to travel through the Netherlamgs together with five brethren and six sistesss
apprehended in the city of Aix-la-Chapelle, on tirgth of January.

While they were assembled there in a housepeals of the Word of God, and were engaged in
prayer, many servants and children of Pilate cadmeetin the night through treachery, with spears,
halberds, and bare swords, and well provided wiffes and bonds, and surrounded the house, and
bound and apprehended these children of God. TWey teok with them a mother with her infant that
lay in the cradle. But the prisoners were valiamd aomforted one another, to be undismayed, since
they were imprisoned for the truth of God; and beimus of good cheer, they began to sing for joy.
They were very soon separately confined, in whieh sisters rejoiced, and sang, so that the people
were astonished.

In the morning they were brought before the gjdgho talked with each separately, and then re-
manded them to prison, when he perceived theid&stmess. However, the next day the minister was
again summoned before the lords, that he shodltheah, how many he had baptized, who they were
and where the church held their meetings. But le tteem, that they should know that he would
rather lose his life (John 15: 13) than by tellthgg become a traitor, whereupon he was tortured an
racked for about a quarter of an hour, to whichvilengly submitted, himself taking off his clo#is,
and going to the rack. When they could accomplisthing by it, they went away, but soon returned,
and said, "You must tell us what we have asked gowe shall torture you so as to rack your limbs
asunder." They also questioned him with regarahtant baptism. He replied that infant baptism was
a human institution, and that as such he regatdedd not as the true Christian baptism.

They also asked him what he thought of the saerd.(communion) He replied,” | think much of
it; but that which the priests use is not at adl true supper of Christ, but a piece of idolatihere-
upon they bound him hand and foot, and tied tddes a large stone weighing little less than a hun-
dred pounds, and thus drew him up, so that theaimthe stone broke, and the stone remained on the
ground. But they took a rope, fastened it to tlmest in place of the broken ring, and hung theeston
to his foot, and left him suspended thus for soime;thowever, they could not accomplish their pur-
pose. Hence they let him down, and put him in prisatii Sunday morning, when the lords came
from the city with seven priests, who asked himaarning his calling; whereupon he said that he
had not put himself into the ministry, but God atid Spirit in His church; for as God sent His Son,
and the Son the apostles into all the world, sostilesends His ministers through His Spirit, ttha
they should first preach the Word of God, and theptize such as hear, understand and believe it,
but not young infants.

They also asked him concerning the magistradyeter he regarded it as Christian or not. He re-
plied that in the first place he regarded them assters of God, but that they were deceived and
wrongly taught by the priests, and not incorporated the Christian church. They also inquired of
him the origin of the magistracy. He replied théice and power are of God. They then asked him,
whether they were Christians. He answered thdtey tdenied and forsook themselves, took up the
cross, abandoned their tyranny and pomp, and felilo®@hrist, they could be Christians, not other-
wise. They also interrogated him with regard to &wey. He said that Christ had forbidden it. And
much more, which it would take too long to writéndlly they asked him concerning the incarnation



of Christ. He said that he believed that Christ tvae God and true man, sin alone excepted. At last
they told him, that if he would renounce his baptignd confess that he had erred, they would show
him favour. But he replied that he had taught theegruth, so he would adhere to it. Thereupon they
said that he was in their city and that he coulddwso there; and that if they did not punish,ttiie

king or the new Emperor should punish them on thedies; thus they defended themselves like Pi-
late. But the brother said that it would go hardhvihem for this; for though God forgave every, sin
yet He should judge the innocent blood, and thépukl not think that they should escape punish-
ment, if they killed him, since the matter shoutiime before Christ, who should judge it, and take
care of it, at His day.

After this they put him back into prison, whéiey left him until Monday evening, when the judge
came again, with several others, and also a mon#ispute with him. But they did not accomplish
much, for he put the monk to utter confusion, sat tthe latter was glad to get away. Many other
monks and priests were sent yet, to dispute withy but they were all put to shame and derision, and
were not able to cause this pious man to apostadizertly after they were brought forth again and
examined; but God continually gave them bold utieea and wisdom, so that they could find no
fault, or cause of death in him, save only thay tiel not sufficiently esteem the Emperor. At one
time they brought to Brother Henderick alone a lsubérpent and blasphemer, and said, "You don't
want any ecclesiastics (monks and priests); heredave brought to you a learned layman, to in-
struct you." But Henderick said that he did not wiembe instructed by him, unless he were suffi-
ciently instructed by God and His Word, since rerbt want to seek life from the dead. This learned
man then wanted to prove infant baptism, assethiatthe apostles had ordained it. But Henderick
replied and spoke to him in such a manner thatdgeté confess openly, that no infants were baptized
in the days of the apostles, and that they hachitio during their infancy. This, Henry wrote updre t
table with a piece of chalk, and called upon thstiolate lords to bear witness to it, and also hew h
had been silenced. He further said, “Thus willallir learned men be confounded before the Word of
the Lord.” Several of the lords said that if thekeuld be put to death, they should leave home.

Once the brethren and sisters were all twelftedgether from four o'clock in the morning urtein
in the evening. They were joyful and of good cheed conversed with one another from the Word of
God, and began to pray and praise God. Brother Henthe minister, led them in prayer, as loud as
he could, so that the people ran together anchésteBut when the lords heard of this, they seat th
bailiff thither, who asked them why they had madelsa loud noise. They replied that they had been
praying; however, they had concluded just beforedrae. Brother Matthias said, "We will call upon
God whether anybody opposes or not." In the eveabmmut ten o'clock they were separated again,
and led away. On their way through the city, theyfully sang, and made known their faith. Some of
the councillors were bloodthirsty, and desired tib fhem to death; but others were opposed toiit; fo
they felt persuaded, and confessed, that they imageent. The executioner came at least five times,
expecting to execute them, but his intention wastfated each time. They intended to execute the
minister and Brother Henderick (who had defendesimigelves and contradicted the most) first; if
perhaps the others might be deterred thereby. Wheeminister heard that he was to die, he com-
menced to sing joyfully and thanked God for it, @adnestly besought Him to count him acceptable.

The 23d of August was the day fixed for thecesion of the minister, Hans, and brother Hender-
ick. They were brought before the court into thalvaear the pillory. Much people flocked together,
also some who were their friends, and had sent foechand drink. They went smilingly through the
people to the place of execution, and seeing thatgroncourse of people coming from every direc-
tion, the minister said, "O what a beautiful feday we shall have, since so much people are coming.
They were very joyful, and hoped to get into pasadhe same day, to their brethren and sisters that
had preceded them, and to all the pious, of whorhdteknown very many. Revelation 6:11. There
also came two monks, who sought to mislead therh faise doctrine. For awhile the minister con-
tradicted them, showing them how deceitfully thealtt but finally he refused to speak with them



any longer, and said, "I will adhere to the trithd the hour of my departure is at hand; | haveesom
thing else to attend to now, than to talk with you.

When the time had come that sentence was taabsed upon them, the seven judges could not
agree in the sentence, and sent word to themthbgtwould send them another learned man to in-
struct them, whom if they should hear, they wouéded the matter for their best; otherwise they
would have to put them to death, though they didike to do it. But Hans and Henderick boldly said
they would remain steadfast, and depart from tiih tneither to the right nor to the left, and tbat
their account they need not spare them or delaylamger, but might pass sentence; but if they
thereby sought more accusation against them, tbgyi@sced in what it pleased the Lord to do. The
lords put their heads together, and dismissed ¢oplp assembled. When the two men perceived that
sentence was not passed, they were sorry, singdfitecompletely resigned themselves to death, and
thought that they had contended long enough agtiaswiles of the serpent. Thus the multitude dis-
persed, leach going to his own, like people thdtlbat a battle.

When evening came, they had to go back to prisdiich caused them sorrow, since they had
hoped now to seal the truth with their blood; theyt had to wait for another time. Their being taken
back to prison caused much thought among the pespiee said that God opposed the matter, and
had frustrated it. One of the councillors had firmgsolved that their execution should take place a
the end of eight days, and not be deferred anyelgrigpwever, this also proved futile; for they re-
mained in prison until in autumn, and had to suffed be tempted much yet; after which they were
condemned and executed. Hans Smit, as the mingsrfirst executed. When being led through the
city, he sang joyfully; he did not speak much aftenrds, but went briskly to the place of executas,

a patient, dumb lamb. There he was strangled astdie with a rope, and then bound fast with a
chain, and singed with fire. Thus he offered hisriiae, on the 19th of October, A. D. 1558. Three
days after, the others were brought forth, andeseetd to death, namely, Henderick Adams and his
brother-in-law, Hans Beck. There was one amongtiumcillors at Aix-la-Chapelle, who was always
violently opposed to the brethren, and hence ipkapd on one occasion, when they were disputing
with Henderick, and the latter would not be mov#dt this councillor became angry, and said,
"Away with them, away with them, to death and tine;ffor all is lost on them; no pardon should be
offered them any more," etc. But Brother Hendesald to him, "You will not live to see my death;"
which was verified, for he died three days befoenékrick, on the same day that the minister Hans
Smit was executed. When on his deathbed, and meant, he fell into great despair, plucked out his
beard, and cried out most dreadfully, declaring treahad judged many persons, and had certainly
sinned therein, and that God would punish him ferdtoodthirstiness. He also said many other things
of a similar character. Psalm 55:23.

Now when Brother Henderick Adams and the othethter were led to death, the executioner bound
his hands so tightly that his fingers turned blamkt he lifted up his hands to God, praising Hinatt
he was counted worthy to suffer this. In the meaatithe bonds on his hands became loose. They
were tied again, just as hard as before; but it efa avail; for When he lifted up his hands again
the bonds fell off as before, which occurred seMémzes, so that the judge became angry, and said t
the executioner, that he should bind them fast;thatexecutioner replied, "You can easily see that
binding is of no use here." The last time Hendefigkg the bond away among the people, so that he
was not bound any more, and said, "It is not Gerdlsthat | should be bound." He also said thattsu
violence was contrary to God, and continued to lsjpeédly unto the end. Thereupon these two breth-
ren, Henderick Adams and his brother-in-law werke(lpreviously the minister) strangled at the
stake, with a rope, and then bound to the stake avithain, and singed with fire; which took place
the 22nd day of the month of October, A. D. 1558réat number of people were present on this oc-
casion, as was also the case afterwards when #tleréin Matthijs Smit and Dileman Snijder were
executed, on the fourth of January, 1559. Thudiadl valiantly and steadfastly testified with their
blood to the divine truth, though some of them hatlyet become united with the church.



The sixth brother that had been apprehendedthttothers, through much disputation with the un-
godly, apostatized from his faith; but after he weleased he sincerely bewailed his apostasy, ear-
nestly and truly repented, and again joined theathulhe six sisters that had been apprehenddx at t
same time, were severely scourged with rods, ael dflowed to go their way, and thus returned joy-
ful in the Lord, and constant in faith, to theiid& believers that were known to them:



