PREDESTINATION.

Burkholder, Peter (1783-1846)
Peter Burkholder was a prominent Mennonite bisimoyiiginia in
the first half of the 19th century. He was ordait@the ministry in
the Mennonite Church in 1805 at the age of 21. Al3@uyears later
he was ordained to the office of bishop. He waewstanding and
progressive leader among the Mennonites of Virginia

He married Elisabeth Coffman (24 February 1785April 1846)
on 11 October 1803, to which union nine childremen®orn.

The Treatise on Predestination was reprinted as an appendage to
Christian Conversation on Saving Faith (Lancaster, 1857) and in all
succeeding reprints of the same. The many writiofisPeter
Burkholder were translated from the German by Josemk.

The following remarks on Predestination were wnitley Peter
Burkholder at the request of some of his friendd aere translated
into the English language.

Inasmuch as there is such a diversity of opiniomrgnthe differ-
ent denominations of Christians concerning mares fwill, | would,
with the help of God and His grace, endeavour tdos¢h our belief,
according to the Word of God, on this subject. slSubject is treated
in the ninth and tenth articles of our Confessibraith, namely, of
the free will of man, and of election and reprobatiwhere the doc-
trine is maintained, that it is in the power of mawccording to his
free will, to choose what is good and to reject wsaevil, or, to
choose what is evil and reject what is good. ¥&tce many object
to this doctrine, by reason of the Word of God,tqddy the Apostle
Paul, and the apostle’s own words, where it is:sdidvill have
mercy on whom | will have mercy, and | will havenggassion on
whom | will have compassion. So then it is nohoh that willeth,
nor of him that runneth, but of God that shewetlrayie(Romans
9:15-16), it will, perhaps, be productive of sonmd to make some
further remarks on this subject.



In the first place, the above quoted words, “I viddlve mercy on
whom | will have mercy, and | will have compassamnwhom | will
have compassion,” must be well examined, and provieat is the
meaning of them; and, to understand them in th&pgr meaning,
and the apostle’s drift in quoting them, we musnpare them with
many passages of his epistle to the Romans. Ambbiimg this, we
will examine the apostle’s meaning in the twentyhé¢h verse of the
first chapter of this epistle, where he says: “Aaven as they did not
like to retain God in their knowledge, God gaventhever to a rep-
robate mind, to do those things which are not corerg,” and these
words give us a key which will open to us many pgss of this
epistle, for here we find that, because they didlike to retain God
in their knowledge, God gave them over to a repband. Now,
had they been willing to retain God in their mitgpd would have
had mercy and compassion on them, but as theytedj¢ice knowl-
edge of God and spurned Him, He also rejected thaohgave them
over to hardness of heart.

Moreover, in the third and fourth chapters of thsstle, the Apos-
tle Paul speaks of the works of the law, wherebyflash shall be
justified, but for which the Jews were so very neal as they still
sought their justification by the deeds of the layet could not
thereby be justified. And as the Romans were Gntthe apostle
wrote unto them in this epistle, testifying thatan is not justified
by the deeds of the law, but by faith in Jesus £hRomans 3:28.
Here Paul teaches and encourages the Gentilemnttatthstanding
they have not the law, yet they have equal acaetizetsalvation by
Christ with the Jews, testifying that God is nat t3od of the Jews
only, but also of the Gentiles. Romans 3:29. er general tenor
and drift of this epistle is of the calling and alen of the Gentiles
by faith in Jesus Christ, and of the rejection lvé tlews, who go
about to establish their own righteousness, forctvitiney were very
zealous, as the apostle saith: “For | bear themrdethat they have a
zeal of God, but not according to knowledge. Faytbeing igno-
rant of God’s righteousness, and going about tabéish their own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves betaghteousness
of God. For Christ is the end of the law for rightisness to every



one that believeth” Romans10:2-4). Now, upon sigiorantly
zealous Jews, who will and run to establish thein sighteousness,
contrary to the counsel of God, is the above passédaul’'s appli-
cable, when he saith, “So then it is not of hint thgleth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy.” fhar dews, with all
their willing, and running, and compassing sea and land to make
proselytes, did not attain the righteousness of, GsdGod was not
pleased to extend His mercy and compassion untm,tfecause
they rejected His counsel, and sought it not biyfdiut by the works
of law, and thus they stumbled at the stumblingh&tand Rock of
offence. Romans 9:31-32. This Rock is Christ, dromv the Jews
would not believe. But the Gentiles, who followedt after right-
eousness, have attained the righteousness, evengtiteousness
which is of faith, because they sought it not ia Wworks of the law,
but by faith in Jesus Christ that justifieth thegadly, and therefore
their faith is counted for righteousness. Henbesé are they on
whom the Lord will have mercy and compassion, bgeatey did
the will of God and sought Him by faith in His ovappointed way.

And thus it is in relation to our present conditioli we begin a
thing and go on with it according to our own mimdlawill, and con-
trary to the word and will of God, we mayll andrun, as we may,
to our utmost ability, yet will God not have menegr compassion.
But if we do according to the word and will of Gade will be
pleased to have mercy, and compassion on us. i©fMh have an
example in Pharaoh and the children of Israelttierchildren of Is-
rael went out of the land of Egypt according to ¢bexmandment of
the Lord, and the Lord was with them on their jaynand with
signs and wonders led them on. But Pharaoh, whtrétt opposi-
tion to the word and will of God, pursued after teldren of Israel
to destroy them, was himself with all his host destd, without hav-
ing any mercy or compassion shown them from thedLand this
was done because Pharaoh would not obey the vbitee d.ord to
let Israel go — “HE DID NOT LIKE TO RETAIN GOD IN K5
KNOWLEDGE.”

For, when Moses and Aaron were sent with the mességhe
Lord to Pharaoh, and told him, “Thus saith the L&dd of Israel,



Let my people go, that they may hold a feast unéoimthe wilder-
ness. And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, thatoulkshobey his
voice to let Israel go? | know not the Lord, neithwill | let Israel
go” (Exodus 5:1-2). Now, because Pharaoh wouldbet the mes-
sage of the Lord by Moses and Aaron, but hardersetdart against
the God of heaven, he was given over to a reproivatel, to do
those things which are not convenient. And thgsheiart was hard-
ened by his own obduracy to pursue after Israéligocown destruc-
tion.

Now in adverting to the words of the apostle arglduotation from
the Old Testament, where he saith, “So then ibtsof him that wil-
leth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sedwmercy. For the
scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this samegae have |
raised thee up, that | might show my power in tree®] that my
name might be declared throughout all the earther&fore hath he
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he wi#
hardeneth” (Romans 9:16-18), we must, with thisspge, compare
the following Scriptures, in order to find who thaye on whom the
Lord will have mercy, and also they whom He wiltd@n. And here
we find, as said above, that they who did not tikaetain God in
their knowledge, God gave over to a reprobate mand, thus their
hearts were hardened because they hardened tlagis lagainst the
counsel of God. This agrees with the words ofapestle, “Despis-
est thou the riches of his goodness and forbearanddongsuffer-
ing; not knowing that the goodness of God leadbtetto repen-
tance? But after thy hardness and impenitent hesasurest up unto
thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revetabf the righteous
judgment of God” (Romans 2:4-5). “Wherefore (as Holy Ghost
saith, Today if you will hear his voice, harden gotur hearts” (He-
brews 3:7-8). From these Scriptures we see that themselves
harden their hearts against the counsel of GodraadHoly Spirit,
when He, by His goodness, would lead them to reymeet For,
when the Holy Spirit counsels men to repent, Hé nat harden their
hearts against it. Neither will God harden thertseaf any but those
who have hardened their hearts against Him, Hisigels, and His
ways, through the deceitfulness of sin, as thetipsaith, “Exhort



one another daily, while it is called Today; lesy af you be hard-
ened through the deceitfulness of sin” (Hebrew8)3:1

Hence, it is highly necessary for us to stand uponguard and
watch lest our hearts be hardened against Godghrthe deceitful-
ness of sin. But let us hear and obey the voic6ad and the dic-
tates of His divine Spirit, to be by Him led in thath of wisdom and
truth.

Furthermore, as predestinarians hold forth therdecthat God, by
His unchangeable decrees, has, from eternity, ezgle@hd chosen a
part of mankind to be heirs of eternal glory, agdhe same decrees
He has reprobated and doomed the other part toa¢t@nd unavoid-
able woe and misery, and as they ground this awcartly on the
above quoted words of the apostle — which we hav@me meas-
ure explained — and also on the type and figureessmted by
Jacob and Esau, therefore we will, by the gracd®axf, endeavour to
give a further explication, as follows:

As God is omniscient, and knew, from eternity, fatire events,
He has by figures and types represented what wowdte to pass.
And herein Jacob and Esau were striking types: Bsmg a type of
the old dispensation, as the Jews, with their lawd ceremonies,
and Jacob a type of the new dispensation, as thisti@hs, with the
Gospel and its privileges. For, when Esau and klagere born,
Jacob’s hand took hold on Esau’s heel; Esau’s tebting the end
of the law with its ceremonies, and the hands obbahe beginning
of the Gospel dispensation, and in like mannerseiBvas the first-
born, so also was the law introduced before thep€@osnd as the
children struggled together before they were bengn so did the
stubborn and unbelieving Jews struggle and stgeaenat the Gospel
— stumbling against the stone of stumbling and Rotlffence.
Romans 9:32-33. Moreover, that Esau was red alf,dke an hairy
garment, may denote the rigor of the law, and #tgorough, rude,
and unsubdued nature of the old man, in his nahirtd. And that
the elder shall serve the younger, may imply thatlaw is subservi-
ent to the Gospel. For the Apostle Paul compdredaw with Ha-
gar, the bondmaid of Abraham, saying, “It is wntt¢ghat Abraham
had two sons, the one by a bondmaid, the otherftlseavoman. But



he who was of the bondwoman was born after thé;fllest he of the
freewoman was by promise. Which things are argatle for these
are the two covenants; the one from the mount Siaich gender-
eth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar isuxbSinai in Ara-
bia, and answereth to Jerusalem which now is, and ibondage
with her children” (Galatians 4:22-25).

And further, Paul speaks of Esau and Jacob sa¥(Rgr the chil-
dren being not yet born, neither having done anydgor evil, that
the purpose of God according to election might dgtamot of works,
but of him that calleth;) it was said unto her, BEhger shall serve the
younger. As it is written, Jacob have | loved, Bsau have | hated”
(Romans 9:11-13). Now this is somewhat hard toewstdnd, and
those that do not view the case of Esau and Jacdei light of a
spiritual and emblematical representation may §reat, inasmuch
as these words seem to import that, accordingeg@thpose and de-
termination of God, He had chosen the one and tegjethe other,
without respect to their merit and future condactd therefore there
would be no room given for the rejected to gainlthee and favour
of God, though he might earnestly seek it. Thughtnthe inference
be drawn that God is unrighteous! which questian dpostle also
asks, when he says, “What shall we say then ?ele thnrighteous-
ness with God? God forbid” (v. 14). Yea, althowgh cannot trace
God in His foreknowledge and providence, and thadghdispensa-
tion may be dark and mysterious, He is righteoudliflis ways.

Now in that God saith, “Not of works, but of himathcalleth; it
was said unto her, The elder shall serve the yaiinge gives us to
understand that the Jews sought their righteousmegustification
by the works of the law, whereby they could noaiatto the right-
eousness which is acceptable with God; but ascélled, by the
grace of God they must obtain it through the Gaodpefaith in Jesus
Christ. For it pleased God that man’s eternaldddsess should be
of grace, and not of works, that all the glory, bion and praise of
our salvation may be to the Lord, and that no flesght glory in His
presence.

Likewise when it is said, “Jacob have | loved, lgau have |
hated,” it is thereby typified that the love of Gads manifested to



us in the Gospel, and not in the law; “because l#re worketh
wrath” (Romans 4:15), and the wrath, and displeasfilGod, under
which man had fallen, could not be appeased amzhoded by the
law, and therefore it is hated. But in Christ $eand His glorious
Gospel is grace and truth, the wrath of God isfmatiand the en-
mity slain, as the apostle saith, “For he is owagee who hath made
both one, and hath broken down the middle wallasfipon between
us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, etles law of com-
mandments contained in ordinances; for to makanrséf of twain
one new man, so making peace” (Ephesians 2:14-Ibjs is the
love of God, which is pre-figured in Jacob. Andlike manner, as
Esau despised and sold his birthright, thereby pragigured the
birthright to the promised inheritance of the hedyeCanaan
through the atonement of the Saviour Jesus Chhisteternal and
only begotten Son of God. This promise was madindéoJews, as
the elder brother, but as they despised this prmigheritance
through the Redeemer and rejected the Son of (Geg, thus sold
their birthright to their younger brother, the Gkas, who believed
on Christ, and thus inherited the promised blessmgreference to
the unbelieving Jews. Thus it is written, “And yrehall come from
the east, and from the west, and from the nortd,feom the south,
and shall sit down in the kingdom of God. And, dleh there are
last which shall be first, and there are first vihghall be last” (Luke
13:29-30).

Moreover, as Esau could not obtain the blessindnibyweapons,
the quiver and bow, in hunting venison, so alsdaowt the unbe-
lieving Jews obtain the Gospel blessings by theal for the works
of the law, and their carnal ordinances. And a®Banherited the
blessing, so have all the believers in Christ oladithe blessing, and
are blessed with all spiritual blessings in heaygces in Christ.
Ephesians 1:3. Therefore, “it is not of him thalieth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy.”

Now let us consider well whether, from the emblaocahtrepresen-
tation of Esau and Jacob, and the words, “Jacole hdwved, but
Esau have | hated,” the inference can be drawnGbdthas from the
creation chosen and elected a part of the humaityféarbe heirs of



eternal life, glory, and happiness, while he hasnted and repro-
bated the others to eternal death, pain, and nhisieny that be far
from that GOD who is righteous in all His ways.

For, notwithstanding the law, wherein God manifestis hatred
of sin, and which was prefigured by Esau, whom he hatedl pgrthe
works of which law the sinner could not be justifiand obtain the
favour of God — for, “By the deeds of the law thehall no flesh be
justified in his sight” (Romans 3:20), yet God chdt hate the peni-
tent sinner who was under the law and kept it. Bulaw and its
sacrifices, pointed him to the all-atoning LAMB,sdie Christ, and
His glorious Gospel, by which is manifested Hisddwe sinners, and
which was prefigured by Jacob, whom he loved, ly @ospel ALL
are called and invited to the Gospel feast, as beageen in many
passages and parables in Holy Writ, but few recktlie call; hence
it is written, “For many are called, but few areoshn” (Matthew
22:14).

But here let us examine what is the cause thatebutre chosen?
Is it not, because thaeyill not obey the call and come? For the invi-
tation was as urgent to those who did not comeoa$hose who
came, and even those who wéirst bidden, refused to come. For
when the Lord sent out His servants at supper ttmsay to them
that were bidden, “Come; for all things are nowds€gLuke 14:17),
they all with one consent began to make excuses,refused to
come. These were of the house of Israel, and valiethings were
made ready, and they were bidden to come, and oamevas it not
because thewould not come — and not because they were not in-
vited and could not? Now when this was shown udh&olLord, He
said to His servants: “Go quickly into the streatsl lanes of the
city, and bring in hither the poor, and the maimaadg the halt, and
the blind. And the servant said, Lord, it is dasethou hast com-
manded, and yet there is room. And the lord satd the servant,
Go out into the highways and hedges, and compet tikecome in,
that my house may be filled” (Lukel4:21-23). Thghuways and
hedges may denote the whole world, and this acasiitisthe com-
mandments given to the apostles by our Lord JebustCwhen He
ascended to heaven, “Go ye into all the world, ameéch the gospel



to every creature” (Mark 16:15). This call extertdsall — both
Jews and Gentiles — all nations, of every languageé tongue.
There is free grace for all those wivdl come and accept it. Now if
the greater part are reprobated and rejected, whthay all called?
Our Lord exclaims over that great and populous dégusalem, “O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the preplagid stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would | havibeyad thy chil-
dren together, even as a hen gathereth her chicketes her wings,
and ye would not!” (Matthew 23:37).

From these Scriptures, and the following, it isirpland evident
that it is in the FREE WILL of man to accept thdél @ad invitation
of the Gospel, and come to Christ and live, orejeat it and perish.
For it is the will of God our Saviour that all mehould be gathered
under the wings of His mercy and be saved and dontiee knowl-
edge of the truth. 1Timothy 2:4. This is evidahd® many pas-
sages in Holy Writ. For God has no pleasure indbath of the
wicked, as He saith by the prophet: “Say unto tham] live, saith
the Lord God, | have no pleasure in the death efwitked; but that
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye,rtiye from your euvil
ways; for why will ye die, O house of Israel?” (kg 33:11). Also
saith Peter, “The Lord is not slack concerning grismise, as some
men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usdwaot willing that
any should perish, but that all should come to megpece” (2 Peter
3:9). Moreover, Moses saith: “See, | have set igetbee this day
life and good, and death and evil; in that | comdhtree this day to
love the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, andkiep his com-
mandments and his statutes and his judgmentsththatmayest live
and multiply: and the Lord thy God shall bless theethe land
whither thou goest to possess it. But if thinerhean away, so that
thou wilt not hear, but shall be drawn away, andship other gods,
and serve them; | denounce unto you this day, yeashall surely
perish, and that ye shall not prolong your dayshupe land, whither
thou passest over Jordan to go to possess itll he&aven and earth
to record this day against you, that | have sebreefou life and
death, blessing and cursing: therefore choosethtg, both thou and
thy seed may live: that thou mayest love the Lond@&od, and that



thou mayest obey his voice, and that thou mayestvel unto him,
for he is thy life” (Deuteronomy 30:15-20). Likes® Joshua saith to
Israel, “Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve Ininsincerity and
in truth: and put away the gods which your fathsesved on the
other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and servéhgelLord. And if it
seem evil unto you to serve the Lord, choose y@iday whom ye
will serve; whether the gods which your fatherssedrthat were on
the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Aitee in whose land
ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will settve Lord”
(Joshua 24:14-15). “Behold,” saith the Spirithdve set before thee
an open door, and no man can shut it” (Revelati@h 3Also, “The
Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him thedrdeth say. Come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoevell,viet him take
the water of life freely” (Revelation 22:17).

Now, if God declares with an oath that He has reaglre in the
death of the wicked; and that He is not willingtthay should perish,
but that all should come to repentance, and if éte kefore them life
and good, and death and evil, and commands thdavéothe Lord
their God, to walk in His ways, and to choose lded Joshua, after
exhorting the people to fear the Lord, and serva,Hind to choose
for the best, says, As for me and my house, weseilve the Lord:
— moreover, if a door is set open that no man ¢tan s- and if the
bride and the Spirit say, Come — if all that heay, <Come — if all
that are athirst shall come, and if whosoever migly come and take
the water of life freely — can it yet be said tiaid, that holy, just
and good God who is no respecter of persons (A4}, should, in
His foreknowledge, have reprobated and abandone@ £6 His ra-
tional creatures unavoidably on their part — torrede death and
misery? Would it not be inconsistent with the ab&cripture texts,
and in opposition to them? And, moreover, wouldat be inconsis-
tent with the Divine attributes?

Furthermore, that Christ Jesus, by His sacrificd biood, has
made atonement for the sins of the whole worldjear and evident
from the following Scriptures. Paul says, “Therefas by the of-
fence of one judgment came upon all men to condeamaven so
by the righteousness of one the free gift came @homen unto jus-



tification of life” (Romans 5:18). And John say¥/e have an advo-
cate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteond:re is the propi-
tiation for our sins: and not for ours only, bus@for the sins of the
whole world” (1 John 2:1-2). Moreover, “Hereinlasre, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Sdretthe propitia-
tion for our sins. And we have seen and do teshifit the Father
sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world” (InJ4110, 14). “Who
his own self bare our sins in his own body on tee,tthat we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: bpsehstripes ye
were healed” (1 Peter 2:24). “For Christ also hathe suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bruggto God” (1 Peter
3:18). And when John saw Jesus coming unto hinsaite “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of tharld/ (John
1:29). The Samaritans said unto the woman, “Nowbeleve, not
because of thy saying: for we have heard him oweseland know
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour ofwld” (John 4:42).
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto hitfsnot imputing
their trespasses unto them” (2 Corinthians 5:19).

Thus we see that full atonement is made for the sfrthe whole
world; and that a door of free grace is open folLAtho will come,
and accept it, by faith in Jesus Christ.

But, nevertheless, we also believe and acknowlduafe according
to the Holy Scriptures, God has His elected andeh@eople, who
are known to Him, and whom He hath chosen in Cldesus before
the foundation of the world. For Christ said, “Rbere shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall sheat gigns and won-
ders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they kligceive THE
VERY ELECT” (Matthew 24:24). “Ye have not choserenbut |
have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye shaulkhd bring forth
fruit, and that your fruit should remain” (John 16). Also the apos-
tle says, “And we know that all things work togettier good to
them that love God, to them who are the called @lig to his pur-
pose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did pr@dke to be con-
formed to the image of his Son, that he might leefittstborn among
many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestindien he also
called: and whom he called, them he also justifeedtl whom he jus-



tified, them he also glorified” (Romans 8:28-30)gadn he says,
“According as he hath chosen us in him before tumdation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blameobefhim in love:
having predestinated us unto the adoption of atmdry Jesus Christ
to himself, according to the good pleasure of hil§ t the praise of
the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made used in the be-
loved: In whom we have redemption through his bltuel forgive-
ness of sins, according to the riches of his grégEghesians 1:4-7),
Moreover it is said that those that are with thenbaare “called, and
chosen, and faithful” (Revelation 17:14).

Here let us examine the reason why some are elecaldd and
chosen, while others are hardened in sin, and beped. By thus
examining, will we not find that it is owing to tine@wn willingness
or unwillingness in receiving the message of peace to their souls?
For the apostle says, “Knowing, brethren belovemryelection of
God. For our gospel came not unto you in word oblyt also in
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assuraaseye know
what manner of men we were among you for your s@ed ye be-
camefollowers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost” (1 Thealonians 1:4-
6). For this cause also thank we God without cepdiecause, when
ye received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not
as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the wofdsod, which ef-
fectually worketh also in you that believe. For pesthrenbecame
followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus”
(1 Thessalonians 2:13-14). “Then they tbketdly received his word
were baptized: and the same day there were addedthem about
three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). “And the peopin one accord
gave heed unto those things which Philip spoke, hearing and seeing
the miracles which he did. But when thagfieved Philip preaching
the things concerning the kingdom of God, and thme of Jesus
Christ, they were baptized, both men and woment4/&:6, 12).
“And when the Gentiles heard this, they were gadjglorified the
word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternalbife
lieved” (Acts 13:48). “I press toward the mark for thezp of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus” says the inspiapostle (Philip-



pians 3:14). And Peter declares, “Wherefore thbera brethren,
give diligence to make your calling and electiomesuor if ye do
these things, ye shall never fall” (2 Peter 1:10).

Now does it not appear evident, from the foregdegptures that
all those who gladly and willingly receive the Wprdelieve in
Christ, keep His sayings, and follow Him, are thiegt are the called,
the elected, and the chosen? They press towardn#nk for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesudiey give diligence
to make their calling and election sure. Theyedeeted and chosen,
because they obey the voice of the Lord, hear Bysngs, and do
them. “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold aeternal life” (1
Timothy 6:12). And thus Christ is the “author okmtal salvation
unto all them thabbey him” (Hebrews 5:9).

On the other hand, those that are hardened andbated are they
who reject the offered grace and spurn it, as thesfle Peter says,
“For this they willingly are ignorant of, that bizg¢ word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing othefvater and in
the water” (2 Peter 3:5). “And this is the condatiom, that light is
come into the world, and men loved darkness ratinen light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. For every one thethdevil hateth the
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his destisuld be reproved”
(John 3:19-20). “Because that, when they knew Guely glorified
him not as God, neither were thankful; but becaram wn their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darken&dd even as they
did not like to retain God in their knowledge, Ggave them over to
a reprobate mind, to do those things which arecnavenient” (Ro-
mans 1:21, 28). And with all deceivableness ofigiteousness in
them that perishbecause they received not the love of the truth,
THAT THEY MIGHT BE SAVED. And for this cause Godall
send them strong delusions, that they should kelgelie: that they
all might be damned whbelieved not the truth, but hadpleasure in
unrighteousness’ (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12). “But unto them that a
contentious, ando not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, in-
dignation and wrath (Romans 2:8),

Here, also, does it not appear plain and evidemh fihe foregoing
Scriptures, that those, and those only, are haddand reprobated



who harden themselves, and are wilfully ignoranth&f knowledge
of God and His ways, who love darkness rather tiggm, who will
not retain God in their knowledge, whall not receive the love of
the truth and be saved, but who spurn the knowled@&od and His
grace and persist in their obstinacy and impenytemc the road
down to eternal ruin? “He that being often repbVveardeneth his
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that witlheotedy” (Prov-
erbs 29:1).

Lastly, some may yet object and say that accortbrthe words of
the Apostle Paul, “For it is God which worketh iouboth to will
and to do of his good pleasure” (Philippians 2:133n can do noth-
ing towards the salvation of his soul, but thatislfrom the Lord,
whether he be saved or lost. But by the wordsanofl e understand
that God graciously operates on the minds of mgrthé preaching
of the Word and the Spirit, to produce in them Hinginess, without
any restraint, to come to the Saviour and seek #weil's salvation.
This seems to be intimated by the apostle in tleequting and suc-
ceeding verses, where he says, “Wherefore, my bd|cas ye have
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but mueh more in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fead &rembling
Holding forth the word of life; that | may rejoice the day of Christ,
that | have not run in vain, neither laboured innVgPhilippians
2:12, 16).

But here it should be noticed that to this williegs which is pro-
duced in the minds of men by the means of gracea@sabove, the
carnal mind is at enmity. Upon this carnal mine #dversary of
souls operates to produce an unwillingness to tieygall and voice
of the Lord to walk in His ways. Here man is brbuipto a strait, as
there are now, as it were, two opposite naturebinvitim, namely,
the inward man, and the natural man, and theseddierently
wrought upon and produce a continual warfare. i the apostle
saith: “I find then a law, that, when | would doagh evil is present
with me. For | delight in the law of God after timevard man: but |
see another law in my members, warring againskatheof my mind,
and bringing me into captivity to the law of siniginis in my mem-
bers” (Romans 7:21, 23). Again he says, “For tleshf lusteth



against the Spirit, and the Spirit against thehflesd these are con-
trary the one to the other: so that ye cannot dotlings that ye
would” (Galatians 5:17). Hence Paul asks, ‘Knowng, that to
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, hisad#s/ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of ademk unto
righteousness?” (Romans 6:16). And Peter decl&fes,of whom a
man is overcome, of the same is he brought in byeidé2 Peter
2:19). In this conflict is set before us, as Mosetsbefore the chil-
dren of Israel, “LIFE AND DEATH, blessing and curgi (Deuter-
onomy 30:19). Let us therefore choose life. Letfight the good
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life” (1 Timogh6:12), whereunto
we are called, and thus let us give diligence t&eraur “calling and
election sure” (2 Peter 1:10), that we may obta&“trown of right-
eousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judgel gival at that day
to all them that love His appearing” (2 Timothy .8



