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| greet you this morning in the name of Jesw@sdteatest treasure that
God has gifted to man, the gift of his son. Hownttfal and how humble
we ought to be that God has chosen us to give sstidasures. What
would it be like if God had decided to share wighthe worst instead of
the best? God has nothing better to share theloiAes The fact is that we
are unworthy and always will be unworthy of all theod that God has
blessed us with.

| say amen to previous message on “The Treasfi®@sd” it has blessed
my heart and | trust it will continue to be blessedwe further consider
that.

The previous message turned out attention whdthas for us and brings
to us now instead we will focus on that which wédhior God: Personal
Conviction for Separation.

I'm thankful to be part of the people who areriested in separation. It is
one of the basic requirements of being a part efpople of God, it is a
requirement to be a separate people, not just arateppeople but a
separated person unto God. | think that is what title is emphasising.
Yes it is good to be part of a people who are sgpdiut the question that
each one over and over again needs to ask onesgslvAm | a person
who is separated unto God?

You may turn with me to the book of Romans chapter

The Bible has much to say about personal caovictve will not be
looking at nearly all the scriptural directives tinis subject but here is a
passage where Paul addresses this matter, and gpwes direction and
some warning. | would like to read this passagaiattime.
Romans 14:1-23

Him that is weak in the faith receive ymit not to doubtful disputations.
2For one believeth that he may eat all things: amtiwho is weak, eateth
herbs.3Let not him that eateth despise him that eatetharat let not him



which eateth not judge him that eateth: for Gochhrateived him#wWho
art thou that judgest another man's servant? tovars master he standeth
or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for Goalide to make him stand.
50One man esteemeth one day above another: anoteemeth every day
alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own miflde that
regardeth the day, regardethunto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the
day, to the Lord he doth not regatdHe that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for
he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not,ed.¢ind he eateth not, and
giveth God thanks’For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth
himself.8For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and wiee we die,
we die unto the Lord: whether we live thereforedm, we are the Lord's.
9For to this end Christ both died, and rose, andveel that he might be
Lord both of the dead and living#But why dost thou judge thy brother? or
why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for wdlsdibstand before the
judgment seat of ChristiFor it is written,As | live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall cenfesGod.12So then
every one of us shall give account of himself talGé_et us not therefore
judge one another any more: but judge this rattteat no man put a
stumblingblock or an occasion to fall ims brother's way!4 know, and
am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, thate is nothing unclean of itself: but
to him that esteemeth any thing to be uncleaninoitis unclean>But if
thy brother be grieved witthy meat, now walkest thou not charitably.
Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ diéé.et not then your
good be evil spoken ot’For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink;
but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the HblgsG8For he that in
these things serveth Christ acceptable to God, and approved of men.
19 et us therefore follow after the things which md&epeace, and things
wherewith one may edify anothéPFor meat destroy not the work of God.
All things indeedare pure; butit is evil for that man who eateth with
offence.?llt is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, aay thing
whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, ©mmade weak??Hast
thou faith? havet to thyself before God. Happg he that condemneth not
himself in that thing which he allowetfPAnd he that doubteth is damned
if he eat, becaud® eateth not of faith: for whatsoeves not of faith is sin.

God's people are people of conviction, they arescientious, they feel
strongly about issues of right and wrong, therefeee as God's people



stand out in a society around us that is almostllwlyiven to relativism.
You know in the world around us right and wrongtftrand error are not
established principles they are only questionableepts. You can debate
them and you can decide what is right and wrongtugtruth and error.
That is not the mindset of God's people. God's lgeape people of
conviction.

We will discuss the subject in two areas;

First: We ask the question what is personal conviction?

Second: We want to consider why is personal conviction $eparation
important?

First: What is personal conviction?

Webster gives this definition for conviction: Aatg belief or opinion
on a matter, convinced to the point of practice.

It is not just what we think about issues or matteut it is what we do
about what we know. That is our conviction. Howeitels important to
understand that our practice is not our convictimum, practice is only the
evidence of it however we cannot call a belief aviction if it is not
something that leads us to practice or to act updwe understand that
belief is a matter of faith, opinion is a matterfetling.

The subject before us will focus on areas of lm&is where faith makes
us conscientious not where feelings make us opatézh | think Paul is
drawing a line here between those two in RomansFb4.illustration: |
know some people that have some convictions insdika whether it is
better to sweeten your food with honey or sugakwbether the family
should eat white or brown bread and things likeé tha those are matters
of opinion, they may be convictions but they arematters of faith.

Verse 17 Paul says very directly: For the kingddn®od is not meat and
drink.

Second: What is personal conviction? Very simplg itonvictions that are
personal. It is belief that you and | have and radda person but all of our
brethren and sisters may not have or hold.

Now convictions can be divided into three areas.



1] There are our scriptural convictions, convictidhat are based on clear
Bible teaching, Bible teaching that leads us wiledts us into practice in
various areas. An illustration would be the praxtiof the Christian
woman'’s veiling, it is part of our separation, #nes a clear scriptural
teaching that not only we believe but that we pecactsisters especially,
brethren believe it and support the practice. Aaothustration would be
the non-swearing of oaths, and the Bible is veeaicbn that teaching and
it is part of our separation that we will not anal ot swear or take the
oath.

The ordinance of feet washing. You may say: Welthis part of our
separation? Well certainly it is. It is a clear Billeaching that we have
convictions on and we believe that to be a peopfarsmted unto God we
practically apply that ordinance. That is the fasta in the three areas of
our convictions, there are other scriptural coneitd, there are many more
that could be added to that list.

2] Second there are convictions that are grougharah convictions.

The areas in which the church has spoken and egaplecations to Bible
principles and has set standards for us, we ca&inttour separation
standards, very practical, they apply to many jgactareas. The plain cut
coat for us brethren, the plain cape dress patberour sisters. For me as a
member of the Eastern Pennsylvania Mennonite chiorglear another cut
of coat would violate my conscience and it ought Itois one of the
convictions that we ought to hold. And sistersshee for your dress. It is
part of the conviction that we ought to hold thet thurch has helped us to
form. There are many other practical areas, in meecent years the church
is helping us to build convictions on matters like use of the Internet and
we are saying that we will not freely and openle tise Internet with our
computers. If we have cellphones we should be deugj and holding the
conviction that we won't use the camera cellphorag, because the Bible
says it but because the church is helping us t@bbksh that believe, that
conviction. We want scriptural convictions and grmonvictions, we want
those to be our personal convictions. Yes, we w@ahbld those as persons
but there are many church members who are wedleiarea of separation
because that are the only convictions they hold,usmually those members
are weak on some of those convictions that oughéetstrong.



3] There is a third area that this title addressesur convictions and that
is our personal convictions.

These convictions that we may hold as persond &gan the scriptural
or group convictions, in the areas of right andmwgéor us as persons.

You may say: Is this scriptural to have this? 8@ay: Well if that is true
you could create disunity. And granted Paul adé®s$kat problem here,
how that we should not be judging others by ours@eal convictions
however in verse 22Romans 14:22Paul is directly encouraging this.
“Hast thou faith? haveit to thyself before God. Happys he that
condemneth not himself in that thing which he abtw’

Now that wordfaith there, hast thou faith, Paul is not saying thatfaith

in Christ is something that we should be silentipnot at all, it would be
inconsistent with the rest of the scriptures, balPis talking about
personal convictions. Personal faith, personal @onsness or areas where
we are conscientious we develop convictions foasspn that scriptures
do not outline directly, the church has not spokanbut we have driven
some stakes in our own lives, we have developedes@®rsonal
convictions in areas that are good for us and aelfm support and help us
to hold the other and more important convictions.

| will give you a few examples of personal carians. | do not hold the
examples that | will give, |1 do not hold all these convictions for myself
but | know spiritual brethren and sisters amongvhe would and do. In
verses five and six Romans 14 Paul addressedgbe o keeping special
days.

| know some brethren who would keep Ascension Rery similar to
how they would observe the Lord's Day, it is thpgrsonal conviction that
physical work should be set aside on that day hedt £xcept which is
absolutely necessary. If they are a farmer they ldvodolate their
conscience to get out the tractor on that day tthdayeneral farming. We
do not hold that conviction as a group.

| know brethren who have the conviction thatytlsbould not have a
computer or use a computer. They say that we &siielt have drawn the
line against the television and to them and tortb@nscience the computer



screen is too near and like the television screethsy have the personal
conviction that they will not have it, that theylwiever obtain a computer.

There are some brethren among us who will notauseedit card. They
read the Book of Revelation and find there a wayrahout the danger of
persons with numbers and they applied that to thisg practical as the
credit card and they are satisfied to live withautredit card. It is a
personal conviction.

There are some sisters among us who have thenagrsonviction that
they would not purchase pink material for theirsdteThey reason that if
our church has drawn a line against red materiglwduld a sister want to
wear a dress that is half red? Again the churcmbaspoken on that issue
but it is a personal conviction for some sisters.

Back in Pennsylvania, I'm not sure if you haveg aighways here like
that, there is a highway called the Pennsylvaniangike, when we get on
to that highway we enter the entrance you needetcagticket or if you
have an “EZPass” that affords you entrance and whberget of you need
to pay for the privilege to drive on that highwdhere are some brethren
among us who have the conviction that they shoult drive on the
Pennsylvania Turnpike on the Lord's Day. They readahat if it would
be wrong to buy gas on the Lord's Day how coulbeitright to buy the
privilege to drive on a certain road on the Loidiss/?

Well that's just a few illustrations of personahvictions. Again they are
not scriptural convictions, they may be based aiptoal principles for
those who hold them, they are not our group coionstbut yet they are
convictions that have value in separation and épasation. This message
is about why do we need some of these beliefs dieroto be a separate
people?

What is personal conviction?

It is commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Chtists commitment, our
commitment to Christ is a commitment to live in dismce to His word, in
submission to His Church and an openness to betéddy the Spirit of
God through the conscience. You may say or you as&y Well if we are



all committed to the Lordship of Jesus Christ wi#¢ not all be united
perfectly in our personal convictions?

In John 21:22after Jesus gave Peter some specific directiondifo
personal life, Peter turned to his brother Johs féliow disciple John and
asked the Lord: What shall this man do? Jesusecplas: What is that to
thee? Follow thou me.

Romans 14: 4] think the Bible echoes Jesus words, Who art tivbo
judges another man's servant? To his own maststiahdeth or falleth.

The personal convictions that we may hold, wthigy may be important
to us, we may stand by them, yet we may never kism tto judge or
condemn our brother or sister whom may not holdntimer say that they
are not committed to the Lordship of Jesus Chestluse they do not hold
the same personal convictions that | may hold.

Four: What is personal conviction?

It is the boundary lines that we draw for owsslon the pathway of life.
The boundary lines that we draw for ourselves enpghthway of life, not
for others, for ourselves. No we should not be smthto recommend our
personal convictions to others but we should nexguire them of others.

To illustrate this picture with me a highway kviguard rails on both
sides, maybe you don't have those kind of highwssre but we do in
Pennsylvania, it is not unusual at all to driveaonighway that has a guard
rail on both sides, maybe one in the centre betwkenanes and one on
the outside. We are aware that the guard railsh@euter limits where we
may drive our vehicle but to choose where we drixee do not use the
guardrails we used the painted lines, we watclhose.

God in the church has set the guardrails forsminitual journey in life,
but every Christian and every spiritual person sdeddraw or paint some
lines on life for himself inside the guardrails.

Even our discipline booklet says this is the mmn standard. These are
the guardrails and if we are conscientious persongich members, we
will be drawing some lines within these outer boanydlines. Imagine
what would happen on the highway if a driver wous# the guardrails as
the boundary line will stop the person who doe$ sparitually finds that



life's journey is rough and dangerous and he waitlbe able to continue on
the way to the end. It would be disastrous. Butmwtie Christian paints
some boundary lines for himself with his persoraiwctions inside, well

within the guardrails he will find that he is thdémnkfor those guardrails,
they are there if he needs them if some mishaplgdhmcur but he finds
the way of life moves and is easy to follow, spiity safe.

Further what is personal conviction?

It is the hedge that we place around our conseieThe hedge that we
place around our conscience. Our conscience isidhean faculty where
the Spirit of God meets with and communicates withspirit of man. It is
a very important yet very delicate member of oumfype To function
properly our conscience must be both enlightenedl protected, kept
tender.

In Job 1:10Satan accused Job of being faithful because Gddlazed a

hedge around him and it really wasn't really fair &od to count Job as a
faithful man because of this hedge that Satan cowldenter in. God

opened the hedge that Satan found out that he wasgwSatan was
wrong, Satan still could not reach Job. Why? Job pkced a hedge
around himself with his personal convictions. Jobtgcted his integrity

with more than the protection of God but with thetpction of personal

convictions.

A few illustrations from Job's life.

Now God required sacrifice for sin, Job knew alibat, but Job did more
than God required, he offered each morning a seerfor each of his
children for he said: “It may be that they havensith and cursed God in
their hearts.” He didn't wait until he knew thas lsions and daughters had
failed to offer a sacrifice, his personal convintivas that we offer a
sacrifice every day perchance they have sinned. didbahot require that
but Job's personal conviction had drawn that reguént for himself and
for his family.

It would be good to turn to the book &fb, chapter 3in the book of
Job, I don't think we will take time to do that yatu will find a discourse
on a number of Job's personal convictions. He sdidhave made a
covenant with my eyes, why should | think upon ad®aHe talked about



his compassion for others and how impartial he wmaelating to those
around him.

Now the second area of the message.
Why is personal conviction for separation imporeant

We are talking about what personal convictioramsl touching on its
importance but | would like to focus more direatlgw on why are these
personal convictions important in our separation?

First: Personal convictions are important becadiseyopersonal nature.

| don't know some of you here very well but lokineach person well
enough to know that you like myself have a natim& is human, and
regardless of how strong we are we have a natatee¢hds to move with
the crowd and do what other people do. Personaliciions effectively
discipline ourselves and help us to make princque guide for life not
people. Yes, all of us need the strengths, the plawf other Christians
around us but there is not a Christian who is gfrenough to have only
people as his standard, only other people. We haust Bible principle as
our standard for right and wrong and personal adion helps us to
establish Bible principle as our guide for life.

Second: Why is personal conviction important?

It is because of my personal influence. Pallelabout this irRomans
14:7 where none of us liveth to ourselves and no mathdio himself.
What we do, what | do, what | say, where | go, Halkess, everything | do
affects others either for right or wrong.

When Daniel purposed in his heart that he waut defile himself,
(Daniel 1:8)his three friends stood by him and supported hinthat. |
wonder if Daniel’s three friends would have beaorgg enough if Daniel
would not have had the personal convictions thatitiéen that hour.

The question that | would raise brothers antegss: Are your friends,
parents is your family strong enough to stand withibe influence of your
strong personal convictions?

Third: Why is personal conviction important?



It is important for my personal stability. Conttims give us consistency,
uniformity; they bring those things to our liveshély help to spare us from
the ruins of double mindedness. Joseph’s persamadictions helped him
to understand that morals were not relative to tané place. The person
who is always presently deciding what is right amdng is a person that is
about to go wrong. There is no person strong endaghe constantly
trying to decide where the line is between righd awrong. We develop
spiritual strength when we firmly anchor that liaed live by it and stop
trying to decide every day what is right and wrong.

How do we do that? How do we anchor that line® Of the ways is by
our personal convictions.

Fourth: Why is personal conviction important?

It is for my personal protection. Personal cotions protect my
conscience, my character, and they also protecotiter convictions that
we hold, my scriptural convictions and the groupwctions.

I will use this to illustrate what | mean: Most you came here this
morning in a vehicle. On the back and front of masticles there is an
accessory that we call the bumper. Why does yohicieehave a bumper
on it anyway? Does it drive better because of taefer? Do you get
better gas mileage? No, it is there for protectibrn the event that you
would bump here on the back or front bump into heobbject it helps to
protect the more important parts of the vehiclenfroeing damaged. And
our personal convictions are somewhat like thautrThey are the things
that occasionally we get some bumps on, and thasrdohurt us to be
occasionally challenged on what we stand for, thevictions that we hold.
The person that cannot stand for any personal cbors that he holds is
not likely to be able to stand for the more impotteonvictions that we
hold.

Having used the car bumper for an illustratieihrhe quickly say that in
the natural realm that there is a driver who thitiiet the bumper is to be
used for bumping, he is only proving that he doatskmowing what he is
doing. If our personal convictions are convictidhat are bringing unrest,
disunity and difficulty in the brotherhood therenist just something wrong
with the conviction there is something wrong wilte triver behind those
convictions. God will not lead us in areas and hahke us conscientious



in areas where we will make it difficult for othemather our personal
convictions if they are what they ought to be thes§l be an
encouragement to others, if they help us to betsaily stronger they will
help others to be strong.

Fifth and last: Why is personal conviction impotfan

Because of my personal accountability. Paul mestthis inRomans
14:10 through 12*“For we shall all stand before the judgment sefat
Christ.12For it is written,As | live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall confess to Géslo then every one of us shall
give account of himself to God.”

There will come a day, and it could be quitersdbat we will all stand
before the judgement seat of Christ and answerfarobthers but for
ourselves. We understand that the judgement widl personal judgement,
not a group judgement but a personal judgement.

We want to be persons who can stand in judgenmenall good
conscience and be able to answer with joy and itbtgrief. An answer of
a good conscience that we have by the grace ofli@edl by the directives
of Scripture, we have with the help of our brethreith the help of the
church kept ourselves separate from the world, ragparom sin and
further that we have with the help of the worklod Spirit of God, with the
help of our personal convictions we have remaingpbhsated unto God
unto the end.

May God bless us with strong convictions forapaand forth that will
carry us to being able to answer with joy on trdggment day.



