THE TEACHING AND PRACTICE OF PURITY
BRO. STANLEY WINE, Miners Village Mennonite Chirah

| greet each one here in the very precious nanJesifs. | believe
before we look at this message | am going to asktgstand, we
will sing one verse of the song “Purer in Heart @dGlelp Me To

Be.” (N.B. Listen to full version of hymn “Purer in Hé&bat Accapella Hymns
www.anabaptistmennonites.oyg

Purer in heart O God, Help me to be,
May | devote my life wholly to Thee,
Watch Thou my wayward feet,
Guide me with counsel sweet,
Purer in heart, Oh help me to be.

The Teaching and Practice of Purity.

| believe this is a needful subject for us tmsider together be-
cause we are living in the kind of day that | batief the psalmist
was here he would say: “Help Lord, For the godlynnteases”
[Psalm12:1]We are living in a wicked society. We are livimga so-
ciety that is becoming more and more corrupt, petduwithin and
this society presents to us more and more tempwatmimpurity and
so | believe it is important that we consider shubject.

When we think about Purity, when we think of ttendition of
society about us, | don't believe it is necessarys this afternoon to
enlarge upon and enumerate the wickedness of thetgan which
we live. In fact the scripture tells us that itishame even to speak
of those things that are done of thgphesians 5:124nd | am not in-
tending to say of a lot of the things that the wad doing, rather |
would like to do what Peter said when he sa@d?eter 3:1This sec-
ond epistle beloved, | now write unto you; in bathich | stir up
your pure minds by way of remembrance:”

It is my purpose this afternoon to call someata principles of
scripture that relate to this chapter, to call thiememembrance so
that we will be fortified from the scripture, theundation of Purity



and Truth, that we will be fortified from the sduipes in order to live
the pure life.

What is Purity? Many definitions could be givenijkie the one
that James gives in his lettdgmes 1:2Wwhere he say$ure religion
and undefiled before God and the Father is thisyi$i the father-
less and widows in their afflictiognd to keep himself (what?) un-
spotted from the world.”

Purity is that which is untainted, spotted, unashalted, not af-
fected by sin and wickedness and that which is giamd evil. Now
| want to make it plain in the outstart that | kgl that everyone of
us at one time was spotted with the world. In fadEphesians 2:&
talks about the course of the world and it sayspragmwhom we also
had our conversation in times past, and it talkauaithe spirit of dis-
obedience that is in the world, we all had a pathat, we were all
tainted, we were all spotted, but I'm thankful t@atd has made the
provision that we can all be pure, praise the lfordhat.

| believe that this subject is necessary becausstilleare in the
flesh, we are not walking after the flesh, we amdkimg after the
spirit [Romans 8:1] and | believe that the old nature is still alde t
make an appeal to us, and it is still possibleufoto fall into sin and
to become spotted with the world and so we neeambitsider this so
that we can appropriate the provision that Godrhade to do with
anything that may come into our lives that isnitepand to again
find cleansing and forgiveness.

In the introduction | would like to quickly mentioam few of the
world's ideas of Purity. Now | believe that prolyaBurity is some-
thing that the world is saying less and less abloosyever there is
still a certain amount of moral tone or moral ursti@nding about the
people that we live around and among that estasistithin their
mind a certain idea about right and wrong. I'@lik mention a few
of the world's ideas of Purity. Now we can expibett the world's
idea of Purity doesn't harmonise with the Biblecteag of Purity but
the thing that is striking to me or concerns me nvive consider the



world's idea of Purity is to notice that these gl@se sometimes
found among people that are called Christians.

1] The first one | would like to mention is; Someople say that if
both parties in a particular matter or issue, ifhbparties are agreed
to it then it is okay. Does that make it all rightlbseph was men-
tioned here earlier today. If this is true, if Ryiis when both parties
agree then it's all right, well, that is not tritedidn't work out that
way for Joseph and Joseph knew that even if theyldvoave both
agreed it still would not have been right becausedid; “How could
I do this great wickedness and sin against Gad?esis 39:9]And
so it is not a matter of whether people consentttuey to do some-
thing but it is a matter of what the scripture sayduch reasoning
would not have excused Joseph. Adultery, formocatunnatural af-
fections, if two parties consent does that makeght? No, no, it
will not because it is contrary to scripture, itcisntrary to the word
of truth.

2] The second idea that some people have is tbsstitht following
the letter of the law, being a good moral man, thiBurity. Is this
Purity? Is this Purity? Will it make a man pucefollow the moral
law to be a good moral man? No, this does not rmakan pure.

For example | met a man not too long ago in myre®wf work
and we got to talking about the Christian lifesked him if he goes
to church and oh he quickly informed me where hesgim church
and what his affiliation was.

| said: “Well then | suppose you know what the r®kth is?”

He said: “No | don't think I know what that means.”

Here was a man who had gone to church for a nummbgears,
most of his life, he was a Methodist and I'm ngftirsg this in any re-
proachful way against the Methodists.

| said to him: “From what | understand about thethvdists they
were at one time a revival group, they preachesdaimation to the
blood of Christ, they preached the new birth.” alds “Don't you
remember when you were a boy going to revival mgs@”

He told me; “Well” he said: “l went to some whewas 12 or 15
years old but frankly | never had much time fat iHe said: “I was



raised in a good home, | was taught to live rightas taught to be a
good neighbour, | was taught to be honest.” Hd:sdihat is the
way | have always lived.”

So | asked him, | said: “Can you see any reason @irist would
have needed to die for you?”

He thought about that the minute he said: “Nan'tsee why he
would have needed to die for me” He said: “I halways tried to
do what is right.”

| said: “Well can you see why He would have neette die for
those sinners out here and people that steal anchitcadultery and
all kinds of things?”

“Yes” he said: “l can understand why Christ woulkekd to die for
them.”

You see here was a man that thought that obggtkizn moral law,
living and being a good man as far as he knewhbaght that that
was acceptable to God. But he was mistaken. ®hgvaiter says:
“The moral man came to the judgment but his sglhteous rags
would not do.” {N.B. This song available at Accapella Hymns tab at
www.anabaptistmennonites.oes ‘| Dreamed That The Great Judgement
Morning.”)

Isaiah sayssaiah 64:6

“But we are all as an unclean thing, and all oughiteousnesses
are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leafidaour iniquities,
like the wind, have taken us away.This man could not see why
Christ would have needed to die for him, all thalevhe was smok-
ing a cigarette and | am sure that while he magHhmen trying to be
an honest and a good man, | am sure that his fackderstanding of
the new birth and the power of the spirit in tife bf an individual,
since those things were missing, | cannot helpbelieve that here
was a man that inside was filthy, even though hg heve been a
nice and a good man on the outside. This is noityPult takes
something different from that.

In Proverbs 20 verse nine we have a verse thalies to this it
saysProverbs 20:9Who can say, | have made my heart clean, | am
pure from my sin?” | believe that this verse means just what we
were talking about, who is it, what man is thérat can say | have



lived a good pure life, | have made myself purepwlan say this?
No one, because we cannot do that.

Another scripture in Proverbs chapter 30 verssaygs Proverbs
30:12"There is a generation that are pure in their owyes, and yet
is not washed from their filthiness.” | am inclined to feel that this
man came in this category. | told him to go ankl lais minister to
preach the new birth once and a few months latkéd to him and
| asked him if he asked his minister this and he: s&lo, | didn't I'll
have to do it.” | believe that he still believdgat his good life is
good enough, | am convinced that it is not.

It is not for nought that the Bible saysHebrews 4:12'For the
word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharpemtlaay two-edged
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder ofl smd spirit, and
of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of theughts and in-
tents of the heart.”The word of God can see beyond, it can see
deeper than what appears on the outside. GodSaduel:“Man
looketh on the outward appearance but the Lord dtlokon the
heart.” [LSamuel 16:7] believe that the outside is important but the
inside needs to be right in order for the outsalbéd right.

3] Thirdly some people believe that Purity isckative term. They
believe that Purity is determined by the acceptancthe toleration
levels of society. In other words if society widllerate people to
walk around half nude then it must be all rightnust be acceptable
if society will tolerate this. Well the same peshat believe that
would not be ready to carry that to where it ghtsn to but they are
deceived in believing for today that Purity is datwe term. This
kind of a standard degenerates with society anchtiggy of society
is just another example of this. We don't needddack too many
years until we can easily remember how it was grdeeful and a
shameful thing for men to work or to be in publicheut shirts on
and today they appear with a whole lot less onmeuple don't think
anything about it because society tolerates iavehtalked to Men-
nonite people that felt that a dress for a wonfat only came half-
way to the knee was all right, they had conditiotiezinselves along
with society to accept that and they were no loregge to discern



because they were moving away from the truth amah the absolute
standard.

Now we must remember that in connection to ithés where peo-
ple say that Purity is a relative term, we mustegther that the Bi-
ble says in2 Timothy 3:13“But evil men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceivéahd along with
them those that have the idea that Purity is divel¢hing their stan-
dard of Purity is going to wax lower and lowerjlewen and seduc-
ers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and beé#ogived. What
does the next first say?

2 Timothy 3:14-15: “But continue thou in the things which thou hast
learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whoou thast
learned them;And that from a child thou hast known the holyscri
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvdahrough faith
which is in Christ Jesus.”

Beloved here is the absolute standard for Puriynd it doesn't
matter what the world says or what the church stdagschurches, or
what they will tolerate, let's continue in the thénthat we have been
taught and that we have been assured of, the tepéiom the holy
scriptures. The bible alone establishes the dte@eptable stan-
dard of Purity.

The Demand for Purity.

God told His people on different occasions: ‘Eeholy for | am
holy.” The Bible doesn't say it would be nice duwould be holy it
would be good to try to be holy but it says: Behgdy. And every
place in the scripture where we are given a command we also
know that God makes a provision for us to do whatare com-
manded to do and we will look at that a bit latar{ God has every
right to demand Holiness of His people and Puritiis people. He
has every right to do that because He is holy.

In Isaiah 6 we read how Isaiah saw a visiorhefltord in the year
that King Uzziah died, he says how he also sawLtre, high and
lifted up and His train filled the whole Temple amdalks about the
cherubims which cried:Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the
whole earth is full of his glory.JIsaiah 6:1-3\We believe in the abso-



lute Holiness and purity of Almighty God, the stues present God
to us in this manner and He has every right toireghis of us.

In thel Timothy 5:22we are commanded to keep ourselves, to keep
thyself pureJames 1:28ays pure religion and explains this. In Psalm
24 verses three to five, here are some verses ygit ¢o read often,
it is an incentive to Purity but it also points dbat demand for Pu-
rity
Psalm 24:3-5'Who shall ascend into the hill of theokD? or who
shall stand in his holy placeMHe that hath clean hands, and a pure
heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanitgy sworn deceit-
fully. sHe shall receive the blessing from therD, and righteous-
ness from the God of his salvation.”

| told you that where God gives us a commandmengiMes us a
provision. It says here this man shall receivesdiley from the Lord
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

In Hebrews 12:14ve are told to follow peace with all men and Ho-
liness without which no man shall see the LordritiPus a require-
ment of God's people, it is demanded.

In the Old Testament God gave the 10 commandmelggjave
the law.[Exodus 20]He gave the moral law for His people to live by
and those laws helped men, at least on the outsidgve a life that
was free from the acts of sin. The New Testamendt ia Jesus’
teaching of the sermon on the MoUmatthew Chapters 5 to @Along
with the Old Testament completes the whole picamd deals also
with the inner man. Jesus said you have heardtthats been said,
dealing with the outer man, but | say unto you, #meh Jesus got
right to the inside where He sees the heart of m&md in these in-
structions and commandments that are given wetfiactall for Pu-
rity.

| met a man recently, also in the course of my werko had a
very, he had an awful attitude toward the word afdGtoward the
Truth of God, toward God Himself, but he did adtatme that if
people today would live by the 10 commandmentswbdd would
be a lot better place to live in. And | think thiaat is certainly right,
God gave those laws to make life, a life that wasardesirable to
live for His people, not to make it harder for theot to make it eas-



ier for them. Proper restrictions and proper bouedado that for us,
they make life more enjoyable because we avoidctimeuptions of
sin, this man admitted that but he did not knowwas not willing to
call upon God for the power to do that, to live @ding to God's
standards of Purity.

The Dynamics of Purity or The Power to Livethe PureLife.

We are thinking of the teachings and practic®wifity. The prac-
tice of Purity is not possible without another powetside of our-
selves, we must have another power outside of maisén order to
practice Purity. Again referring back to Proverf®roverbs 20:9]
who can say, who can say | have made my way cleare. We
need another power from outside of ourselves ieraa practice Pu-
rity, this is provided for us. | would like you tarn back to first Pe-
ter, the first chapter. It was very interestingnte to notice in this
study how perfect and pure and holy God's workengith men and
His dealings with men and the plan that He providesis, how per-
fect and pure it is. Now notice in first Peter 1iii8ays[1 Peter 1:18-
19] “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeem#dasirupti-
ble things,as silver and gold, from your vain conversatimteived
by tradition from your fathers; But with the preagsoblood of Christ,
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”erél God provided
a perfect plan that works for us to live the puiies We need to be re-
deemed. Now | mentioned earlier that we have edihbspotted with
sin, we have all been tainted with it, the marksio are on us all,
but in the perfect provision that God has madeine the power, we
find that which is needed to cleanse us from the sf the past, to
cleanse us, to clean the slate, to justify us,gssf | had not sinned,
we find that power within the blood of Christ, atids is precious
blood without blemish and without sp&tsalm 12:6tells us that the
commandment of the Lord is pure and other scrigttet us that we
are sanctified and cleansed by the washing of watehe word, by
this pure word of GodEphesians5:26]So the provision that God is
made is a pure and perfect provision which is adegwhich is suf-
ficient to enable us to be cleansed of our sinstand/e above sin
today. To live pure lives for our Saviour.



Proverbs 30 verse 5Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto
them that put their trust in him.’"We have the word of God, the pure
word of God which we must study, which we must gateendance
to reading and to exhortation and to doctrine Waimight be able to
live, to practice Purity in our everyday walk deli We find the way
outlined for us in the pure word of God.

FurtherJames 3:17ells us that there is wisdom available for us, we
are living in the world whose temptations and ralinents are very
deceptive and we need wisdom from above in ordeligcern what
Is right and what is wrong, and James says thalomsthat is from
above its first pure, it is first pure. Wisdomritabove never mis-
leads us, wisdom from above is never in error, wiverare follow-
ing the direction from the spirit of God and hisoein our life we
are not led into paths that lead into impurity. d*so we need to ask
God for wisdom from abovelames 1:5¢1f any of you lack wisdom,
let him ask of God, that giveth to all men libeyaland upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him."We need wisdom, we are living in a
day of deception and many temptations, it takeslovis from above
to live the pure life and God has provided it far And further we
believe that in all this it is evident to us thatigture teaches that in
order to have the power for a life of Purity we miiave a renewed
mind, we must have a renewed mind. Be ye be twamsfd by the
renewing of your mind that you may prove what &ttpood and ac-
ceptable and perfect, and I'm going to and purk,oiviGod [Romans
12:2We need a transformed mind.

Now coming back again to the one idea of theldvthat | men-
tioned, the idea of living in the letter of the lawd that this is Purity.
One illustration from scriptures that proves thas tis not Purity is
the account where some of the Pharisees, some oéligious lead-
ers, religious men of that day brought a woman hwist and said
that this woman was taken in adultery, in the \art; and what do
You say about this matter? You know the accontn 8]how Je-
sus wrote something on the ground, I'm not suretw& wrote
there, but He said: “He that is without sin amgwog let him first
cast a stone.” And it says that they went out fribm oldest to the



youngest, being condemned, convicted by their ownscience.
Here were men who were claiming to be living by kbger of the
law, they were claiming to be and presenting théveseas good
moral men, but they were in pure. Now | believattthe way they
brought this woman and what was said about heats\kat accord-
ing to Jesus' standard of Purity that they werdtygaf the same sin
that she was guilty of, even though they were priasg themselves
to be good moral men. Their mind was not renew€&de cup was
clean on the outside but it was filthy on the iesjtuke 11:39]We

must have a renewed mind.

Now we have considered tBemand for Purityand theDynamic
for Purity, let's look at some of the demonstrations of Purifjne
practice of Purity. We could spend a lot of timetbis, | am simply
going to touch a few areas to stir up our pure sibg way of re-
membrance, | would like to bring some things to aitiention to help
us face the temptations and the wickedness tladitast us so that we
can rise above this.

Demonstrating Purity.

| am thankful that we can experience what Jesus isailatthew
5:28 He said blessed are the pure in heart for theyl see God.
There is a blessing for those who a pure in h#aose who are prac-
tising Purity. Let's first of all consider Puritgemonstrating Purity
in the thought life.Philippians 4:8wvas already referred to toda¥si-
nally my brethren whatsoever things are pure, pyvglst, honest, of
good report think on these thingsl’am convinced that if we would
keep our minds free from the filth and the impestof the world we
are going to have to keep them filled with somegtbetter and there
is plenty of good and pure and holy things to thafout, and meet-
ings like this help us to do that, to stir up thmiinds, they cause us
to consider together the goodness of the Lord amat e has been
doing for us, and His work which is at hand anddhie much to be
done. These things we need to think ab@utverbs 23:Bays: “For
as he thinketh in his heart, so is hdt’is imperative that our thought
life is pure. | believe it is possible for Satam throw or inject
thoughts into our minds that we don't want to berdhbut | believe



that the power of Christ through the Holy Spiritdatine renewed
mind enables us to remove those thoughts from ond mather than
dwelling on them.

| believe that this is what Job had in mind whershl:Job 31:1:
“I have made a covenant with my eyes why then sghiothlink up on
a maid?” Job was expressing this principle | believe, fosver that
when we have the renewed mind, when we have aamsaip with
God that pervades our being, when we have a disttenk on that
which is good and to exclude from our thinking thdiich is evil, in
such a case we do not need to think and dwell dpimgs that are
evil. God gives us the power to remove those thiingm our mind
if they should come in and | believe that they dmne in, Satan is
ever bombarding the thought life of the Christis@tduse as a man
thinketh in his heart so is hgroverbs 23:7] Our thought life is very
important.

In Titus 1:15is a scripture that is very much abused in thig afa
apostasy, it stateé¥Jnto the pure all things are pure: but unto them
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing purat bven their mind
and conscience is defiled.Now in my past | have a history of some
years spent in the public school and, that alorty some other ex-
periences in life, 1 have found out what this venseans. | have
been with individuals that you hardly knew whas#y in their pres-
ence because no matter what you said they couddaakrong mean-
ing out of it. It says here that unto them that defiled and unbe-
lieving is nothing pure, but even their mind anditlconscience is
defiled. Now the first part of the verse is whdtave reference too
though when | said that this is a verse that ishmalused in our day
of religious apostasy.

Unto the pure all things are pure. | have padple say to me
when | have challenged them about immodesty, slredses | men-
tion that because it comes to my mind, they conmkebad say: “To
the pure all things are pure”. That is not wha tlerse is saying. |
believe this verse is saying to us: Unto the pdirehangs that are
pure are pure. Something that is not pure canngiulbe, but that is
what they are saying, they take a picture of imnstdand say ‘Unto
the pure all things are pure’. How can it be putewit is impure



and when it is suggestive and when it arousesusis lof ungodly
men? It cannot be pure. | believe that this versama that unto the
pure all things that are pure are pure. And we lhetter make sure
that we are not picking something that is pure @ading it impure,

that is what the world does. Even when we thinkane watching

our speech and saying things in a discreet mameee are ungodly
individuals that make it impure anyway, but thab@ld not be our
condition, that will not be the condition of thergen with the re-

newed mind.

How is it in your thought life? Would we be img for God to
pick out any day of our life at random and putaltl thoughts on a
screen for everybody to read? Would we be willinydaw we are
talking about moral Purity, this involves honestynvolves feelings
toward other individuals and it involves a wholeshof things. It
involves attitudes which may be right or wrongthey are wrong
they are impure, if they are right they are pw¥ould we be willing
to do that? Whether we are or not we might as aahit that there
Is coming a day that those that have not made tadling an elec-
tion sure, those that have not had their sinsudiop sins of the
thought life, put under the blood and cleansed,iogma day | be-
lieve when those things will be revealed. Ther@othing hidden
that shall not be revealefl.uke 8:17] God knows all about these
things and so if we know that we are failing instlarea let's call
upon God to give us the power to be victorioushia @rea of purity
of thought.

Demonstrating purity in attitudes.

Let's look inl Peter 1 verse 22:Seeing ye have purified your souls
in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeg love of the
brethren, see that ye love one another with a jnaat fervently:”|
believe that a pure heart, purity in attitudesasib for the love of the
brethren, it is basic for unity among the brethiiems basic for har-
monious working relationships, purity in attitudé3eeing ye have
purified your hearts unto unfeigned love of thetlbren, not put on
but real and pure. See that you love one anotliér avpure heart
fervently.



First Timothy 1:5 also relates to this thougHielieve where it
says[1Timothy 1:5]“Now the end of the commandment is charity out
of a pure heart,...”and this is the only way, it is the only place you
can get charity out of, out of a pure heart. Yaun'tget charity out
of any other heart, real charity, biblical charttyme to have a pure
heart. Now the end of the commandment is chartyof a pure
heart, anaf a good conscience, aonéflifaith unfeigned:” not put on.

Keep thine heart with all diligence for out ofare the issues of
life. | believe this scripture applies to our aifties.[Proverbs 4:23]

Demonstrating purity in speech.

Ephesians 4 verse 29'Let no corrupt communication proceed out
of your mouth, but that which is good to the usedifying, that it
may minister grace unto the hearer&ét no corrupt communication
proceed of your mouth. Now some people have tha ttat if we
can keep from saying it we are all right, that & what this verse
says. This verse when you take it with other vessms deal with
your heart and then you won't have corrupt comnatitns coming
out of the mouth, deal with the heart and then gbatgys will come
out. Out of the heart precedes evil thoughts dadpbhemings and
on and on[Mark 7:21] But it is out of the heart that proceed good
things, when the heart has been dealt with it éamcded and is re-
newed.

Titus, the second chapter verses seven and s&yS{Titus 2:7-8]
“In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good k& in doctrine
shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sinceri@@pund speech, that cannot
be condemned; that he that is of the contrary paay be ashamed,
having no evil thing to say of youl” say that that is a testimony that
| would want to have.

The Bible does tell us that men might have somgtto say about
us wrongfully and that we will have to endure, laitus appropriate
the power of God in our lives that our speech malich that they
cannot condemn us wrongfully, that they cannot eomd us for
something that we actually have done but that themounts do not
stand before God.



What about off colour stories? What about stthat may have
two meanings? Certainly we dare let no corruptmomication pro-
ceed out of our mouth. | think in connection witlis we need to be
appropriating the power of God in our life that waght respond
properly when we get around individuals that armgldéhese things.
We need the power of God to manifest a life of mtiprand that our
attitude is one of disgust and that we are totafjginst that kind of
thing. | recall some time ago there was a stormtwerough our
area and a man's barn and some buildings were @ah@aygl there
was a whole lot of people got together to helprttaa out, there was
a lot of Mennonites and plain people there, we wdrkill dinner
time and then every one was gathered togetherifored and this
man who seemed to have very few religious scruples)ad the au-
dacity to tell a dirty story right there before thvehole group. But
that wasn't the worst part, the worst part was thate were people
there who laughed that shouldn't have. That is wéaty upset me,
there were people there who smiled and grinnedsthatldn't have. |
am not saying anybody should have, but there weneespeople
there that definitely shouldn't have. Then the roalfed on a minis-
ter in the group to lead in prayer, I'm glad thatvasn't me that he
called on. Purity in speech.

Another word of admonition. | believe that weedeo be careful,
we need to use discretion in how much and to wéraith we will go
to talk about motherhood and procreation amongetwgs and in
mixed settings. The world has become very pernessi this area
but that doesn't make it right and that doesn'teriabure. Let's be
careful in this area. Also we hear people tallabgut some of their
physical ailments in such a way that it is not adog taste and not in
harmony with Bible standards of pure speech, gusbrd of encour-
agement here for us.

Furthermore honesty would enter into the matrpurity in
speech. Now some people say that honesty is the dwdicy, |
would like to say that honesty is not only the beslicy it is the
word of God, it is a commandment of God, and iffind that we are
endeavouring to be honest because its a good lsssnadicy then we



are still not honest, we are still not honest. Wéed to be honest in
our speech and in our dealings because that iBitlle standard of

purity.

Purity In Companionship.
1 Corinthians 15:33%ays;"Be not deceived: evil communications cor-
rupt good manners.”

Young people be very careful in your quest fompanionship, in
choosing your friends be very careful, evil comneations corrupt
good manners. Paul told Timothy, a young man aeleeep thyself
pure.[1Timothy 5:22] There is a great need for teaching | believe on
purity in courtship and purity of life for young ggle. | believe that
one of the greatest incentives for purity in yoyegple, this applies
to either side of the house, one of the greategniives is to see on
the other side of the house a godly example oftyuri | was in
Wilmington, Delaware in service in the hospitaldamospitals are
corrupt places to work and there are many temptstiend | was
thankful many times to be able to come home touthie life every
evening and find there before me an example ofyg&dirity and
godly womanhood. It helped me to keep in my mimdvhat was
right and live above sin, and | would say that ty@es for both ways,
for brethren or sisters. One of the best incestiee pure living is to
have an example of godliness before you all the.tirAnd parents
we also need to be providing this also for ourdreih. In conduct |
believe it is necessary, and | believe it is imaottthat we exercise
propriety in our contact between the sexes, meh wibmen and
women with men, there needs to be propriety anceasore of re-
straint exercised and the spirit of God will leadimi this.

Now in appearance also one could spend much tafkeng about
the necessity of purity in appearance. One thinguld like to say
here in1Timothy 2:9where it says modest apparel. | am of the under-
standing that that scripture, if one goes to thee®&y refers to a two-
piece dress for women and | believe on that bagideast for a
starter, on that basis we have a good solid foumudor the cape
dress. That word modest there refers to a twoepigoe which pro-
vides for a more modest presentation, more modgegstaance and



we need this. And | would say to sisters and tdhbem one of the
needs in our day is to stay away from the tighththg and this is
just as important for the men as it is for the wam&he world is de-
signing its patterns more and more to show the laolyGod's stan-
dard of purity calls for the body to be veiled @ondbe dressed mod-
estly. This is an essential | believe to biblieakity.

In closing let us keep in mind always that theall nothing enter
heaven that defileth. Nothing, nothing. Nothindj enter heaven
that defileth or that is impur&evelation 21:27°And there shall in no
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neithératsoever worketh
abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which arétten in the
Lamb's book of life.”

| am thankful that God has made a provision tat can be
cleansed and we can have progressive sanctificatiour lives and |
have the confidence that Paul had when he wrothedPhilippians
and he saidPhilippians 1:6Being confident of this one thing that he
that has begun a good working you will perform atiluthe day of
Jesus Christ.”

We cannot perform purity in ourselves but Godwlas begun this
could work in us will perform it until the day oédus Christ.



