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We are pleased to greet you in the name of our lestis again this morn-
ing. We are thankful for the blessing of gathenmigh the Sts and wor-
shipping the Lord.

| would invite you to turn with me to Matthew chap® this morning. We
have here at the beginning of the Sermon on thentiatnat we call the
Beatitudes. | suppose if we break that apart itwispeak to us of attitudes
and it would also speak to us of being, be attsuddaybe we could say
here is a blueprint for us as to what we shouldsa result of our attitudes
or maybe we could entitle this message A HealthytsleOutlook. | don't
really know what to call it, to title it but | wodllike to look for a bit use
these Beatitudes to help us to face the realifiéifeownith balance and with
strength to go on

Our brother spoke of the challenge the disciplesdavhen they faced the
impossible, feeding all those people with five lesnand two fishe§Viat-
thew 14:19)and the very apparent reality of the case wasithaas im-
possible for man but when they followed the Lowit®ection they were
amazed and the Lord brought them through thatssttegould simply like
to state this morning that this is going to be gy\&mple message, | don't
feel as though | understand the mind of man amehktwe don't fully un-
derstand how our emotions and our attitudes alkveat | do think that the
Lord gave direction that the common man could ustded so we look at
this as common individuals this morning.

| will read Matthew five verses one to twelve,
Matthew 5:1-12

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into aumt@n: and when he
was set, his disciples came unto him: [2] And henga his mouth, and
taught them, saying, [3] Blessed are the poor intsgor theirs is the
kingdom of heaven. [4] Blessed are they that molamnthey shall be com-
forted. [5] Blessed are the meek: for they shdiknit the earth. [6] Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteess: for they shall be



filled. [7] Blessed are the merciful: for they dhatbtain mercy. [8] Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shall see GodBJ8ksed are the peacemak-
ers: for they shall be called the children of G{iD] Blessed are they
which are persecuted for righteousness' sakehfarstis the kingdom of
heaven. [11] Blessed are ye, when men shall rgelle and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you fgis&r my sake. [12] Re-
joice, and be exceeding glad: for great is yourareWn heaven: for so per-
secuted they the prophets which were before you.

It is a very definite fact that life is filled witherplexing and at times dis-
tressing events like we saw in our devotional inggdde circumstances and
issues and situations. Jesus told his discipldseasould tell us | believe
this morning, that these things have | spoken wyoto that in many you
might have peace, in the world you shall have tation but be of good
cheer | have overcome the wor{dohn 16:33).

One rendering states that verse in this way: Inwbed you will have
tribulation and trials and distress and frustragibnt be of good cheer, take
courage, be confident, certain, undaunted for ehaxercome the world, |
have deprived it of power to harm, | have conquétred

Isn't that an encouraging thought as we face thkties of life? | am sure
that all of us at times encounter circumstancesdaase fretting and anxi-
ety and make serenity and calmness within a lofged reality but maybe
not a reality. Frequently also | am sure most oface situations that we
hardly know how to proceed to deal with these isdnt it is also very
true that how we proceed to deal with these issieésrmines whether it
remains a longed for reality or actually becomesaity that we are not
overly distressed and overwrought and so on.

That verse | referred to from John 16 that in tlegldvyou will have tribu-
lation gives definite body to the thought that widdions and anxieties and
frustrations are to be expected and | think thatestent as well as our own
experience decries the idea that is sometimeseatnll of a fairytale: And
so they lived happily ever after. That is not liteat is not normal life.

Row, row your boat gently downstream,
Merrily, merrily life is but a dream.



That is a falsehood, it is not true is not the Wiyis. Live simply is not a
blind unbroken chain of continual happiness andqudity and probably
one of the first essentials to maintaining a heatttental outlook is to un-
derstand that fact. When these challenging circantgts come and those
provoking persons, peculiarities pressure you asrdow is simply sur-
mount you, remember these temptations and triadests are common to
man they are to be expected. Accept them as p&bd' providential per-
missions and placements for your betterment and.goo

You know the resistance of acceptance of the faldife, the issues of life,
is a great deterrent to a healthy mental outloaku ¥now we say some-
times: If only we wouldn't have that doctor's bdlpay or Oh if only Sister
Mary would be more understanding, if life could yile normal without
these bumps and bruises.

Well these things will be and while they do bringncern but if we see
them as a part of normal adulthood and adulthosdges to work through
and get to work by the grace of God to work throtiggm it is a help to
maintaining a healthy mental outlook. We often $et blessedness, or the
word blessed here, could actually be restated hdmppy are the poor in
spirit, happy are they that mourn, happy are thekvad so on, and hap-
piness we often think of it as an emotion thatifegglHere in the attitudes
it tells us that the emotion of happiness, the irsemse of well-being and
delight hearted directly connected to being rathen as many suppose
having.

Blessed are, speaks of being and the only thing kai says here that
brings happiness, | don't think he really says thay bring happiness but
it almost infers that is persecution in verse 16 exjection of fellow man
in verse 11. He says happy are you if you are tegedappy are you if you
are persecuted for righteousness sake. Those arentiy things that are
really mentioned here that are connected to happjrike others are being
or character qualities and those things, persatuteection of fellow men
are the very things that many longed to be fremfiastead of have. Oh if
only | could be free of that then | could be hapyiell this seems to pre-
sent as a part of happiness instead of an obstruiiihappiness.

Years ago | came across a statement that went smmdike this: "Happi-
ness is not found as the result of a quest buusd along the way in obe-



dience to Christ's call". And isn't that so trusn'ti that so true? You know
that | continually dwell on the fact: Well I'm nbappy, if only | could be
happy, what can | do to be happy? We will neved iin But if we simply
decide whether | am happy or not is not of pararh@uportance that be-
ing submitted to Christ's call is and then mayltera bit we discover:
Hey now | am happy. And that is such an elementagsedient, the ingre-
dient of being what the Lord wants us to be, ipkals to have a healthy
mental outlook.

Well here in the Beatitudes, and | recently heamheone say that our
preaching in Eastern Churches is far too much stibage and not nearly
enough expository preaching or something to thigcefand so | thought
this morning | would use an expository approach arsi go down to

Scripture and look at although | do give it a sabye focus even with that
approach, but | would like to do just that looklzd various Beatitudes and
see he the conditions or the qualities of beinglted to inner happiness.

The first one he says in verse three is: Blessedha& poor in spirit.

You know a scriptural view of self is essential #Bohealthy mental out-
look. A person that is overly concerned about hiser reputation gener-
ally has strong feelings of inadequacy or inabilitgt he tries to hide it and
so such a person finds criticism and questioningedhreatening. When
your focus is on social acceptance to satisfy agbufor gratification and
rest of a strong self image they will often succumiself-pity and depres-
sion if they feel that they are not recognised prbp it goes together.

Our personal self-worth should always be rooteddoeptance with God.
As we recognize, as our brother mentioned in theotitenal meditation,
our helplessness apart from the Lord well then arelme honest about our
weaknesses, they don't need to be hidden. Thasfaélcat we are helpless
we do have a numerous weaknesses. You know ougtgqmiaises self-
reliance, self-sufficiency and those who achievenemic or political suc-
cess are flaunted as great men and great women.

But who are they in God's eyes, in God's sight?

You know the wicked may appear to prosper gloripusid they are at
times even very religious notwithstanding that thejk in disobedience to
the scriptures and they often without interfereficen anyone do that



which is right in their own eyes. Freedom, happfeBut who are they in
God's sight and are they prosperous by the Lotdisdards? They may
amass wealth and prestige and ease. Are they igréadd's sight? And

what of their inner needs? And it is so often thia¢ hears of individuals
that have all the popularity and all the money atidhe life of ease that
they could possibly want. | was just reading of iadividual that was

probably in years gone by, this individual is n@ing now may be for 40

years already, but they had all that the heartccaigh for from a material
and natural viewpoint but they went to the psycgmbevery day. Their
inner life was in turmoil.

What of their inner needs? The poor in spirit mealihey need help and
willingly submit to the authority, first of all Gaslauthority and then others
authority. The humble, the poor in spirit have apgaral view of them-
selves that places their sense of self-worth ieadiproportion to their con-
nection to God and rooted in God's evaluation aaddsard rather than so-
ciety’s or other people.

| think there is a healthy place to desire accemaaamong God's people
yet to give that precedence over acceptance witth @oaccepting help
from God's people is a great emotional disturber.

| remember hearing of one individual who would héked if those in her
Sunday school class would have voted whether tkey her or not. Well
maybe if she had seen the results of the vote shddwwish that they
wouldn't have voted, I'm not sure. But poverty i, humility of mind is
essential for realizing the Kingdom benefit of skedness of inner happi-
ness. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven it says.

And right | believe in this vein of thought is tdmonition that Jesus gave
his disciples when they returned from their misargrjourneys and rejoic-
ing that even the devils were subject to them, trey achieved superiority
over the devil, and may | assure you that whenpleernce victory over
the tempter | rejoice too so | don't think thascs out of place, but Jesus
said your focus is wrong, you are looking at theong focus. Rejoice
rather not that the devils are subject unto yourhtiter that your name is
written in heaven(Luke 10:17-20)Focus where it needs to be in connec-



tion with your relationship to God and that themwisere the real rejoicing
comes from.

Keep your sense again | say of self-worth rootegomr relationship with
an acceptance of the Lord Jesus. And so blessdbeapmor in spirit.

In the second Beatitudes that we have here: Blemsethey that mourn.
There we frequently use this word to depict sorfomsin and | think that
is right, we do mourn because we have sinned, we bammitted an af-
front against the God of heaven and that is camsmburning, that should
always give us grieving in our hearts when we hiavMed to honour our
Lord Jesus and the God of heaven. Truly the soobrepentance issues
forth in the blessedness of forgiveness and thailg the balm in Gilead.
(Jeremiah 8:22)No wonder he says: Blessed are the poor in spthink
all of us have come that have come to the age aduatability that know
the weight and the burden of guilt and sin and haoree to the Lord and
confessed it and turned our lives over to Him atnember the blessed-
ness of sins that are removed and a glorious fraeolothat guilt being
lifted, it was a balm in Gilead. Yes those that mmotihe sorrow of repen-
tance issues forth in forgiveness and that is titudybalm in Gilead.

May | further suggest that we have observed sewerabsions of our
Lord’s mournings and can profit from that obsematiln addition to what

| have said about sorrow for sin we know that tleedLdid not have any
sin to sorrow for and yet he mourned, he was aogeiwith grief. When

| think of the account in Matthew and the correspog account in Luke

where Jesus lamented, he mourned over Jerusalemmeasaid: O Jerusa-
lem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, stodest them which are
sent unto thee, how often would | have gatheredkilgren together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wingsyarwould not! Be-

hold, your house is left unto you desolat®atthew 23:37-38) (Luke

13:34-35a).

And then the account in Luke says: And when heawase near, he beheld
the city, and wept over it, [42] Saying, If thoudsa known, even thou, at
least in this thy day, the things which belong uthiyp peace! but now they
are hid from thine eyesl.uke 19:41-42)What a cause for mourning!

At Lazarus tomb the Bible says in simple words shertest verse in the
Bible: Jesus wepfJohn 11:35).



This wordmourn here in chapter 5 is used to denote sorrowingusecaf
bereavement, it is also to denote the idea of sobecause of the awful
judgment experienced by those in sin and alsodhew because of others
who refuse to turn from sin in repentance. Andimkhve see all of those
things in these accounts | have just referred t@wf Lord's mourning.
Unless we get so scattered that we remember nothirogild like to refer
to the German rendering of this word, the ideahefwordmourn here in
Matthew five which issorrow bearing, to take up on usorrow bearing,
blessed are they which take up on themsedoaw bearing as Jesus did
with the family at Bethany with the bereavemenbtbiers.

To take upon on us the sorrow bearing of the wagveaguaintance or
family member, to take upon us the sorrow bearinthe burden of shar-
ing in concern and prayer for that one who undadsaot the end of their
way of sin, for they understood not the things Whbelonged to your
peace, what a burden to bear and what a sorrowai@ sTo enter into the
needs of others and grieve for their benefit | wlogdy that is some of the
thought that 1 would like to portray here of blessee they that mourn.

| quote:

While the pagan dances to the drum the Christiaretis a burden for that
soul. While the unbeliever dashes off into dreamd dissipation the
Christian stands in sober contemplation and mowitts concern. While
the world reaches for prestige and power the disapes the end of such
ambition and mourns. To stand aside and witnesw/thikel's indulgence of
sin gives the Christian a deeper burden."

| think that is the thought that | would convey éas it relates to our
healthy mental attitude when we take upon us sobearing with others
and for others. Yes it is costly, but there is with a therapeutic value, not
unlike a hard day’s manual labour, for our attimi@dmd our mental well-
being. To enter into mourning sorrow bearing wittd dor another takes
our mind off ourselves, we begin to bear their leagitoo. To enter into
intercessory prayer is to bear another’s need amdw to the Lord. | think

that is all embodied in this thought of blessedthsey that mourn that bear
the sorrow's and concerns for another. And so df when you begin to
pity yourself reach out and weep with those thaépv&Vhen you begin to



envy the prosperity of the wicked consider theirfdvplight outside of
Christ and mourn and pray for such will be comfdregth righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Ghost.

My mind goes to, and it may be a little off to tide, you may have heard
of this too and maybe one of you know who the mothas but the ac-

count is given of the mother of one of the Predislef the United States
that when her son was elected to the presidencymadubecause she said
| had hoped he would be a minister of the gosped. d&h relate to that

kind of mourning can't we? The thought of a waywsoth or daughter.

Well blessed are they that mourn for they shalcbmnforted as we give

ourselves to the benefit and the sorrows of another

In the third place here. Blessed are the meelhfey shall inherit the earth.
Meekness is not as many suppose weakness but ttathan inward virtue
of the soul with its attitudes and its exerciseeftyh to wards God. It is
that inner strength which accepts God's dealings ws as good without
disputings and resistance. It is the opposite lbfassertiveness and self in-
terest. That is the idea of meekness.

Someone has said it is it equanimity of spirit. Ahdt word equanimity is
the idea of a valid source or equal level playimddf it is equanimity of
spirit that is neither elated nor cast down, sinpdgause it is not occupied
with self at all! What a blessed place to growAod | guess that gives all
of us a goal doesn't it? What glorious freedom waddlissful centre in
which to rest, simply to be not occupied with olwss at all but to be fo-
cused on the Lord. We might think that such a pegould of course not
be emotionally unbalanced he would have no ematid/all it does say
here that meekness is that which is essential ppihass, the quality of
character called meekness is a part of the blesssdsf the child of God.
It is also interesting to notice that this essérfba a healthy mental out-
look is couched between those that mourn and tti@ehunger and thirst
and you know those both depict intense feelingseandtions and desire.

| believe this thought of meekness speaks of tmeliion of heart that is
fully yielded to the purpose of God. Not unlike thell-trained horse that
his owner can depend on to do his will without gleba resistance. Now
we would say: Does that remove from that horsesghietedness or useful-
ness? Well you say that is somebody that is a zethiait they don’'t have



any thoughts of their own. Looking back to the paraf the well-trained
horse can we say: Well that horse is not spiigatinot useful simply be-
cause it instantly and very rapidly responds todemands of its master?
Well we would say hardly, but just the oppositeuMaow the horse that
can be depended on in the moment of crisis to dat vtk owner demands
is the one that is really a worthwhile horse arat th something that | be-
lieve that relates to the meek.

One who has learnt through the indwelling spirit &ne school of Chris-
tian discipleship to accept without reaction ofalietion the insult of his
fellow man and to accept the betrayed confidendesoéssociates, without
either boiling over or simmering or a cold unfegliresponse is one that
has learnt the value by the grace of God and tbeefling of the Holy
Spirit of meekness and is exercising and displatiegvirtue of meekness.

You know either to boil over or to simply move tesaburagement and
quit trying can be unsanctified and not right andHer very self centered.
Now | would like to belabor the point with just laast quote again:

"The disciple of Christ bears the marks of the Mgswvhen reproached he
holds his peace, when treated violently he endwi&s patience, [and |

would say that is more than just clinching one& fnd biting one's
tongue] when driven back he holds his position, nvhis rights are threat-
ened he offers no defense, when he suffers inguicaccepts it quietly,
when he is misrepresented he leaves his right Gatdh.

A meek person remains calm in the midst of coofushe is gentle in the
midst of agitation, he is silent under the forcepodvocation, he is unruf-
fled with reverses, he accepts insult without @lé®n, to him these are
as fires in the furnace of God to refine his soul.”

What a spiritual giant!

These are the ones who delight in the ways of Goéation even when
the way of man is corrupted on the earth. Thes¢har@reserving, the salt
of the earth and the pleasant savoring elementh®mrarth when all the
rest of humanity is decaying and unsavory. Thesetla®@ ones who are
known as the quiet in the land and are making tkatgst impact on soci-
ety by their prayers and godly lives and so bretlaed sisters may we cul-
tivate the virtue of meekness and further thesetlae@ ones who will in-

habit the new heavens and a new earth. And | #aoltv what you under-

stand this to mean when it says that they shadlbittthe earth, inherit the



earth, but in that new heaven and new earth dvefighteousness. And
then the insults, the injustices and the grievamgk®e behind.

Moving on. Blessed are they which hunger and thiftetr righteousness.
There are many hungers in our day that are pursiledspeak of those that
are power hungry, some are money hungry, someuargri for affection
and acceptance, some are hungry for retribution ramdnge and when
those hungers are the driving aims of life why érextly every energy is
steered into that direction to try and meet and teat hunger, every nerve
is strained, one becomes a slave to that purseit gvthe point of sacrific-
ing principle, suffering stomach ulcers and higldd pressure, that is
simply a cost along the way to get where | warttépconsidered merely a
price to pay to receive the desired result.

Well here is a drive described that creates a Halgontent of everything
that displeases God. | believe the thought of htngeand thirsting after
righteousness conveys that thought of a holy dissdarof that which is
displeasing to God. Now | believe that starts wittwhere we know best
the intents of our own heart, personal desire eanitains constant in one's
life bit by bit shapes the heart and mind, it depsl attitudes and that is
true whether those desires are right or wrong. iBdbes not stop within
but it also grieves as we hunger and thirst afggiteousness and focus on
that with every intent of our being, it grievesteed of laughs at the off-
colour jokes at the parts store and moves one ¢aksp word for right-
eousness because we desire that that individuakmay the filling of the
vacancy in his heart as well with the Lord Jesus the things that are of
real value. It is that which moves us to experiesnog seek companionship
with fellow saints instead of the neighborhood gatig places at the
stores or the garage or fair or wherever that miightNot because we are
so much better than they but because our focus different and we are
straining every nerve to be what God wants us tarxk within that is a
holy discontent for everything that grieves our Géte are hungering and
thirsting after righteousness instead of all the yarsuits of the world.

And may | further say as you and | end our day whthawareness that we
have walked with God today in the pursuit of goeds it gives one the
fullness of content and all is well, as we begineav day with the aware-
ness that we pursue righteousness with a desitersting and hungering



after righteousness and God will walk beside usndigss what comes.
Again | say what a balm in Gilead, what a rest lteart, what a peace to
the mind! It aids in giving serenity and securitydaa healthy mental out-
look.

Blessed are they which hunger and thirst afterteigiisness for they shall
be filled. What a blessed condition, yes blessedlay.

In the fifth place. Blessed are the merciful.

Merciful simply means to feel sympathy with anothad to act upon it.

| feel this again this here is couched betweenptimsuit of righteousness
and the pure of heart is a quality of showing menegt forgiveness we just
as would demand retribution. | read or heard | td@member where | got
it but there was a lawyer that is no one to havarmented that if he is ever
given the constitutional right of trial by jury l®pes it will not be a jury
of good men. Now that sounds so strange that he areto elucidate his
thoughts further by saying: he said good men havétke sympathy with
bad men that they are very seldom kind. He saidi gwen are convictors.

And you know there is a lot of truth in that. | rember that | use a lot of
personal illustrations but | remember when | walspsenaed to come to
court to give a witness to a friend of ours whoeaghdp in the county jail
and the prosecuting attorney asked me this quediionyou believe that
forgiveness removes the need for a reaping for wastbeen sowed? What
would you answer something like that?

His family, his defense attorney was trying to padenthis idea that since
this man repented, and | really believe that hetlozd day and that was 10
years ago, and today yet he continues to walk thighLord and has evi-
dence even though he is incarcerated, he has e@dahna relationship
with the Lord that is affecting his life. But th@egtion came and his fam-
ily and his defense attorney were trying to prontbke idea that since he
repented and he was a changed man he shouldmtjgib ¢r at least get a
reduced sentence.

Well what could you say if you were an honest maofjiveness removes
the need of reaping for what one has sowed. Adluld say was: Well not
necessarily sometimes the Lord graciously remofiesréapings but he
does not promise that he will.



Well truth convicts and reaping follows sowing lwitile we don't fully
appreciate an outlook like this lawyer expressediyere is a sobering as-
pect to it as well that we do well to consider. Ave so good in our own
minds that we cannot be kind to the unthankful #rel evil as does the
Highest? That's what our Lord does. He is kinch® unthankful and evil.
Are we so good that we do not need to forgive theise trespass against
us? The fact is that we are not so good. The Higheso good, He has no
sin but yet he is merciful and forgives and we lané sinners saved by
grace, we are multiple offenders ourselves, howwarwithhold forgive-
ness from our fellow men when the Lord has forgiuefa In fact, maybe |
didn't say that quite right, if we are to obtainroyeand forgiveness from
the Highest we must be merciful and forgiving te fallow men.

May | remind us that carrying a grudge is a trenoeisdemotional burden,
bitterness causes weary hands and weak kneesauident minds but to

release by the grace of God with forgiveness teasgnal offence makes
one eligible for God's mercies as well as our felloen and it is a tremen-
dous emotional weight lifter. Blessed are the nieféor they shall obtain

mercy. You know, you may know of some who are eamatily distressed

to the point of being dysfunctional only to discoleter of some ongoing
sinful habits or practices that when cleared upluesto a large extent the
other problems.

Well we are called to be forgiving and to be mecid those who are our
fellow men. | remember one individual who was emaged to make
things right in the Fellowship, he was out of Fetship, in fact he quit go-
ing to church for a while because he didn't appttecthe people that he
went to church with and they had mistreated hinal @nly wrong, | don't
know what all they had done, but individuals thatne brethren that came
to try and help him find his way back to the Lattie church, they told him
they said it is time to get things fixed up. Hedsé@When they come back
to me and clear their offences I'll come back aoidbefore".

| don't understand all the details of that situatomt those men apparently
were wise enough to tell him what they do and wer&ssence not exact
words but they said, what they do is not your bessnbut what you do is
your business and you had better take care of sggponsibility and not
worry about them.



And it upset him pretty badly for quite a while e said it finally sunk in
that is just exactly the way it was and then he agan to be useful in the
work of the kingdom.

Well blessed are the merciful for they shall obtaiercy not only from
God but from our fellow men as well.

And as we go on: Blessed are the pure in heath&y shall see God.
Probably the deepest source of emotional imbalanckof attitudes that
are burdensome is guilt and they can be imaginanga but in this con-
text we speak of the real. Knowledge that is hiddenforsaken, uncon-
fessed, un-forgiven sin carries guilt and it do#eca interpersonal rela-
tionships, it tends to make one hostile and restéesl irritable and defen-
sive. Well blessed are the pure in heart.

God that did not make us to carry the weight oftguith ease but rather
has made a way to deal with the cause of guilhdvkthat the psycholo-
gists of our day resent the message of accourttafoli sin because they
say it brings guilt to play on the conscience drat ts emotionally disturb-
ing, you should not tell them they have sinned, sloouldn't tell them they
are guilty it will make them feel bad and so theyl @ an illness or they
call it a genetic weakness or disposition or a rmmnentally induced be-
havior pattern. That is what they label sin andseguently they are vic-
tims that must have help to cope with all thesgl@asant and undesirable
circumstances that are beyond their control.

Well the fact is that sin is an illness and becanfseur Adamic genetic
code we do have a tendency towards sinning, thexastly right and our
environment encourages it and condones it and apelauds it, but we are
not victims. We are accountable individuals befGa to deal with sin in
God's prescribed manner. And may | remind all ofagain this morning
that blessed are the pure in heart, down to thg eere of our being not
merely on the surface but through and throughdimeone has said onion
Christians, every peel that you take off just réveaother peel identical
all the way to the centre, it is an onion.

Well my beloved that is the place of rest and peaair relationship with
God and with ourselves and with others, for thegligee God.



What a statement: Blessed are the pure in heattégrshall see God. And
to the impure and the sinner and the hypocrite sbat creates more tur-
moil and unrest, Oh really | must see God?

But to the pure in heart what longing, what delighihat fullness of joy
and complete pleasure forevermore is embodied ah statement: They
shall see God. Because the love of when we staiodebihe God of all the
earth with a heart that is pure then will be ustian the pleasures forev-
ermore. Yes what all is embodied in that statemBmy shall see God, we
view with longing even though we don't know aleihbodies. Blessed are
the pure in heart for they shall see God.

Then: Blessed are the peacemakers for they shallbed the children of
God.

When that peace with God is intact and when theg@e&God is blooming
in our hearts then we can be peacemakers.

| would illustrate that by simply some very mundalhgstrations. We can
be peacemakers from the

insignificance of pacifying and irate motorist tltan't get into the line of
traffic by pulling off and letting him in to the m®nal work of helping an-
other in his relationship with God and his fellovem | realise the latter is
a lot more involving than simply the irate motoriBut you know in all of
that peacemaking efforts it calls for sacrificecatls for time, at times it
entails misunderstanding and un-gratification ake khe apostle Paul
said: The more | love the less | be loved, and $iones that characterizes
the experience of the peacemaker, the attempteckpedker. The more
than one gives himself to the benefit and blessingnother the more they
accuse one of meddling into the affairs of anothat it is none of their
business, sometimes maybe that happens too blievéevhen engaged in
from a heart of humility and mercifulness and guate for what the Lord
did for us this Scripture tells us it results irddedness. There is a bless-
edness that goes along with endeavoring to be @epeker.

God is like that. He is a peace restorer and todtled the children of God
is an honourable title, in fact | don't know whia¢te would be that would
be more of an honourable title than that, to béedahe children of God
speaks of acceptance and love, it speaks of hgirvgth Christ and all the
things that men seek for in the wrong places aatizedl for those who



seek to be accepted of God. Yes they do receiaigeeas the children of
God, they receive acceptance because they arefgghd family of God. It

speaks of all the treasures of God that will beeiled throughout eternity.
What a blessed possession! Many look for peaceébbasding at the wrong
places, looking for things and people to find thewmh they are found in the
way of obedience to the call of Jesus Christ.

And finally verses 11 to 12. Blessed are they whath persecuted for
righteousness sake for theirs is the kingdom ofvéxeaBlessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, aatl say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice dmdexceeding glad. In
Luke that says: Leap for joy in that day for grisayour reward in heaven
for so persecuted they the prophets before you.

Find purpose in living. Blessed are they which fmdpose in living. What

is blessed about persecution and reviling and fatsisations? Why |

think it is in the three small words at the endvefse 11 -For My Sake.

That is where it is. There is the fulfillment inilng.

Yes the reason for the vacant eyes and the hopedesshe reason for the
emotional derelicts and the spiritual shipwreckeg, teason for the sense-
less lawsuits and the vengeful and warring pursnteng men is because
mankind, society at large has lost their sensaigigse for living.

| again quote: "We have a haunting sense” and ishigpeaking from a

secular viewpoint, "We have a haunting sense oingawmoved away from

a good but irretrievable past into an exciting buatpty present all the
while facing a hostile future.”

And you know that just about describes it apamnfi©hrist doesn't it?

A lack of purpose in life, having little or no senof mission and being
without direction for life leaves a void in the gmman. But as we through
confession of sin and repentance from dead workisdemying self the

right to rule we come to the realization that ourgmse for life and our

purpose for living is for His pleasure, Revelatiefis us that is why it He

made us, it was for his pleasure that we and tliddaand all that is in it

was created in our direction in life is to do th#l of my Father in heaven.

In my destiny in life is an eternity of great redan heaven and then we
can like the Apostle Paul rejoice, yes rejoice thatare accounted worthy
when we seek to suffer for His name, He saidfibisny sake.



George W Brunk once said: "In this hectic worldréhés something in-
credibly reassuring in the belief that there is\ang plan that exceeds all
human plans.”

Amen. | agree with that.

There is something incredibly reassuring in the flaat God has a purpose
in all that comes and all that is a reality in @xperience. It is a signpost
shall we say.

Why, how can we rejoice in the midst of persecutamd animosity and
false accusations and so on. | would suggestatsgnpost along the way
to heaven that we are identified with the peopl&otl that were faithful in
the past and accepted into the household of Ga/totbu know that is a
blessed signpost to see when we are travellingugtir@a familiar territory
which we are through life and we are not quite stuivee are on the right
road how we would rejoice to see that sign thassagoute 64 or Route
70, sure enough this is right after all.

And | believe the disciples counted it a privilagesuffer for the cause of
Christ, they saw it as a signpost that others teengnised that they were
Christians too, little Christ's, they were idemdi with Christ and they
were glad to be identified there. Instead of faarfgpstile future we have a
glorious hope for the future that gives us perspecand anchor for the
present. The Apostles refused to take the persectiiat was against them
as a personal offence, they saw far beyond thetrefeof their contempo-
raries and the hostility of their society, througk war of the ages and they
recognized that there was behind-the-scenes samgethore than these
wicked and ungodly men who were presently affrantinem they were
but pawns of the spiritual forces that work behimel scenes.

Yes, this is an affront to my Lord primarily rathégran me his servant.
Surely | am affected but my attitudes are so mucheneasily steered in
the right way toward my fellow man that mistreat areuse me the wrong
way as | refuse to view him as my enemy, he israatly targeting me,

there are forces behind the sin that are moving dnich sometimes those
people are not aware of that in fact most of theetthey are not. And so it
is as such a heart of compassion is extended tdinareecnemy” but unless
he changes his course and the camps that he tHiemwith he will be on

the wrong side at last, what a terrible conditioté in. Compassion rather
than hostility can be our experience. So blessedyar In happiness, soul



rest, emotional equanimity, healthy mental attisitteese are found along
the road of obedience and an identity with our bedblLord.

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and wghtnadd to that anxiety,
perplexity, but of power but of love and of a soumohd. (2 Timothy 1:7)
For although we live on the edge of eternity i filled with expectation
that that is based on substance the promises of KBayl the Lord give us
grace.

Shall we kneel for prayer.



