Turning Back From the Battle.
From a message by Lamar Garman, Valley View Mennonite Church.

May praise, honour and glory be to our most Higbd as we have
gathered together to worship Him and may we be tadting of the Lord
again this morning and finding that He is good.tHat your personal
testimony? | hope it is that you have found thatltbrd has been good to
you as you have tasted of Him and done His will.

Open your Bibles to another one of the PsalmsniPZal
| have chosen a passage from Psalm 78 verse spraking of Israel of
old, specifically of a people called Ephraim onetloéd tribes, verse nine
Psalm 78,

“The children of Ephraim, being armed, and yiag bows, turned back
in the day of battle.”

Doesn't sound very positive does it? Soundstla hegative surely, but
wouldn't we agree that every passage in the Bhaé sounds negative is
put there for our instruction to learn the lesstrom it so that we do not
go down the same road and depart from the livind &ud the Lord Jesus
which saves our souls, turning back from the Bible.

In these verses we have depicted a noble sceofia people who had
every opportunity afforded them for victory and &e&s in battle and you
know what they did? They turned back, they fled tay turned the other
way and ran. Why? Because they no longer trusté&gbih. And that verse
that Brother Clarence read to us in our devotionahtioned that didn't it,
that blessed are those that put their trust in Hitay we ever be a people
that are trusting the Lord God, one who is gredtlagh and holy, the One
who knows all about as, the One who is well ablsupply all our needs
even in difficult times of life, and that we in may turn back and begin to
fear and no longer put our trust in God.

Now the reference here in verse nine referringthe children of
Ephraim, we don't know exactly which incident tligointing back to, at
least I'm not sure, maybe some of you have a bielitar, but some people
seems to think that it refers to first Samuel ceagt maybe you want to
turn with me there, this is an account where Istargled back.



You remember in first Samuel four how Israel ighting against the
Philistines and Israel was routed, they were deteand they said what are
we going to do? What are we going to do and th&y. 8&e know what
we'll do we will get the Ark of the Covenant and wil take that to battle
with us. And they did that and when the Philistihesrd that the Ark of
the Covenant was in the camp of Israel, verse 1Sarhuel 4, it says that
they were afraid for they said God is coming irfte tamp and they said:
Woe unto us for there has not been such a thingtdndxre for. Woe unto
us! Who shall deliver us from these mighty Gods@sEhare the gods that
smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in thelerhess. And then they
encouraged each other and said: Be strong andyguitelves like men.
Are you Philistines that ye be not servants to Hebrews as they have
been to you, quit yourselves like men and fightrseel1l0, and the
Philistines fought and Israel was smitten. What tiliely do? It said they
fled, they fled every man to the tents, to his,tant there was a very great
slaughter for there fell of Israel 30,000 good men.

Don't you think that if Israel had really beeusting in the Lord, if they
had really been right with God, if they had beepyshg Him in every area
God would have been with them that day too, abshiul believe that
with all my heart and Israel would not have to feeery man to his tent
and they would not have had to turn back in the afapattle. | believe
that.

And then the account goes on here in first Shrfuug how when, oh
let's see verse 14, Eli heard the noise of crylgat meaneth all this
tumult? And he asked about it and Eli was told tinattwo sons died in
battle and the Ark of the Covenant was taken, thiésines captured the
Ark and it says he died, he fell, verse 18, wheraihe to pass when they
made mention of the Ark of God that he fell fromhié seat backward by
the side of the gate and his neck brake and he Armadlit goes on to speak
of one of Eli's daughters-in-law and how she diedhildbirth, but just
before she died, verse 21, she named the childdchaaying the glory is
departed from Israel because the Ark of God wasertadnd because her
father-in-law and a husband had just died, she theadylory is departed
from Israel.



What do we say whenever people turn back, whens@ple give up on
the Christian life, when ever they start down thgpery slope of worldly
accommodation and turning back? The glory is depart

And wouldn't you agree with me that to live ayhaioble and pure life
according to the Bible depicts the glory of thed.erorking in the lives of
individuals, of men and women, the glory of thed.ehowing us how to
live and many others can see it, even though manyotl agree with what
we espouse and live by, but yet in some ways theysee the glory of the
Lord. But when we depart from that, when we turckboand begin to
renege on scriptural obedience the glory is degastiesolutely.

Do you remember what Jesus said to Peter so Iyeemg ago? Simon,
Simon behold Satan has desired to have you to whitt¥ou as wheat.
(Luke 22:31) Well the same is true today. We nieeds individuals, and
as a church group, to make sure that we are saoddgrue and steadfast so
that we do not turn back and have Satan siftingsugheat and prove that
we are only chaff that the wind can blow away.

Well let's read some of these verses now and | dvbké to look at this
message in four main areas.

1. First we will look at provisions for victory.

2. Secondly causes for turning back.

3. Thirdly the losses incurred from turning back.

4. And then last of all fortification for going feard.

Reading now Psalm 78 verse one:
Psalm 78:1-18

Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline yeaars to the words of my
mouth. [2] | will open my mouth in a parable: | iltter dark sayings of
old: [3] Which we have heard and known, and oundeg have told us. [4]
We will not hide them from their children, shewitm the generation to
come the praises of the Lord, and his strength, lasdvonderful works
that he hath done. [5] For he established a tesyma Jacob, and
appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded atinefrs, that they
should make them known to their children: [6] Tthe generation to come
might know them, even the children which shouldboen; who should
arise and declare them to their children: [7] Tihaty might set their hope



in God, and not forget the works of God, but keepdommandments: [8]

And might not be as their fathers, a stubborn atliious generation; a
generation that set not their heart aright, andsshgpirit was not stedfast
with God. [9] The children of Ephraim, being armead carrying bows,

turned back in the day of battle. [10] They kept th® covenant of God,
and refused to walk in his law; [11] And forgat ierks, and his wonders
that he had shewed them. [12] Marvellous thingsh@idn the sight of their

fathers, in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoh3] He divided the sea,
and caused them to pass through; and he made teeswia stand as an
heap. [14] In the daytime also he led them witHoaiat, and all the night

with a light of fire. [15] He clave the rocks inettwilderness, and gave
them drink as out of the great depths. [16] He phbistreams also out of
the rock, and caused waters to run down like rividrg] And they sinned

yet more against him by provoking the most Highha wilderness. [18]

And they tempted God ....... and so on.

We could keep reading but I'm going to stop.

1. Provisions for victory. What are they?

Wouldn't we say that Israel had the necessagpuams being armed and
carrying bows, they had the assurance of God'sspcesas long as they
were faithful, they had the power of God at thaspdsal. Yes they did!
There was really no justifiable reason for turnioagk was there? No.

What are some of the provisions that we have foitsal victory?

Well one is that Christ is our leader today! i€©his our leader. Yes He
is, He is the captain of our salvation and | woliké to turn to Romans 8
thinking about that as Christ and being our leadbsplutely, no reason to
turn back and sleep before the enemy. No, we havist@&s our leader.
Romans 8:31-32

“What shall we then say to these things? If ®edfor us, who can be
against us? [32] He that spared not his own Sondélivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also freely giveall things?”

See Christ is our leader we have all things throDghst, verse 33,
Romans 8:31-35

“What shall we then say to these things? If Gedfor us, who can be
against us? [32] He that spared not his own Songdélivered him up for
us all, how shall he not with him also freely gwe all things? [33] Who



shall lay any thing to the charge of God's eletti® IGod that justifieth.

[34] Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ thatddyea rather, that is
risen again, who is even at the right hand of Getp also maketh

intercession for us. [35] Who shall separate usftbe love of Christ?

shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution,famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?”

Who is it that can separate us from Christ? Netd&xcept we ourselves
if we turn back and flee before the enemy.

Do you believe that? If life seems hard, if 8ad@er tempts you to turn
back from the battle of Christian life just go torRans 8 and meditate on
these verses, meditate on these verses. Rememhbst @il never lead
you where His power cannot keep you.

Now that is not original with me | read it somewhdaut | like it, Christ
will never lead you where His power cannot keep.you

Think about it, it may strengthen your faith. efé is absolutely no
justifiable reason to turn back from the battleeftwhen we talk about
turning back from the battle we don't necessariBamthat everyone that
leaves our specific church group is turning badmfrthe battle, we don't
believe that, we know that there are other faitigidups too, but wouldn't
you agree if this person goes to this church grang that church group
trying to find an easier way and begins on the pathworldly
accommodation, in a sense they are turning back the battle. And may
we be strengthened and firm in our faith of what Bible teaches and how
we are to live in the scriptural practices that @gpouse according to the
Bible to keep us true and strong and faithful amghting the battle.
Onward Christian soldiers marching as to war.

May that be us.

Secondly being armed in carrying bows. How?

Well for us today we would say we have a prisglpatrimony or a
priceless legacy. Yes we do. Israel had that, \eetls&t in Psalm 78 where
it speaks of establishing a testimony and Jacalsevieve, appointed a law
in Israel, commanded our fathers that they shceddt it to their children
and their children to their children. A pricelesgadcy and patrimony. Well
so also do we. Hebrews 11 speaks of the unquebt®tiaith of many,
those of whom the world was not worthy, they waeden the Earth and
hid in caves, sawn asunder, you know the accoen¢ttAnd then we think



of later years in the Reformation era how so mamyewwilling to lay
down their lives for the sake of the gospel becafsthe oppression and
the wicked sinful practices of the state churcheyllsaw that God has
something better for His people and they were mgllto lay down their
very lives for their belief in holy righteous livgn

Well we today are recipients of that legacy &bkt wonder sometimes
how would we fare today if persecution like thatmeato the Church,
would we, could we stand like our forefathers dtfu know what? We
could, absolutely we could! The same God that gheen strength and
grace and power would be able to give it to usihoimes like that in that
when we need to be strong, we need to be true andesd to have the
determination not to turn back from the battle.

Another provision for victory is a faithful brothesod, a faithful
brotherhood.

When a blessing it is to be part of a church rehee can have full
confidence in our brethren and in our sisters &atltbgether we can find a
right way for us and for our little ones, it is eopision that we have for
victory.

2. Well let's go on now and look at some causesufoing back.

Why would people ever turn back?

Why turn back when God has provided in so maaysafor us and for
the Church? It has happened, it is happening. Why?

Well one would be because of spiritual lethargyiitual lethargy. We see
that in Psalm 78:8 at the end of the verse it s#ylose spirit was not
steadfast with God. Satan is ever trying to Iudl &murch to sleep. Verse 11
Psalm 78, they forgat His works.

Brother James read to us this morning in thed8yrschool devotions
that we are not to forget all that God has donaufyrwe will touch a little
more on that in the next point how subtle our enésnyand that is why
each member of the church must stay close to thd bod be awake
spiritually. Romans 13:11: “And that, knowing thime, that nowit is
high time to awake out of sleep: for neswour salvation nearer than when
we believed.”



Yes, it is high time to wake out of sleep andspe&itually alert and not
become lethargic spiritually, because that is aedar turning back, if we
just have a nonchalant attitude, if we develop rregd careless life in our
relationship with the Lord we are in danger of wpal lethargy and
turning back from the spiritual battle which Jesalis us to.

Secondly, turning back, why?

Well because of materialism and wrong prioriti€@euteronomy 8,
Deuteronomy 6, verses like that, When the LordGlog bringeth thee into
a good land beware that thou forget not the LoydGbd.

The good land, the houses, the farms, the busesethe opportunities for
gain, the availability of services and even maybe gould say the
availability of luxuries, all have a way of quenegispiritual interests.

Coming back to this country again a little byoaafter being away for
awhile | was just impressed again with the genecalnomic well-being.
Now some say that there is a recession comingudnthis past week the
Federal government decreased the interest by éugela quarter of one
percent again trying to spur economic growth, kett when we sees the
sad state of economies in other countries and caspato what we have
here we had better thank the Lord and make sutewthare using these
economic opportunities that God gives us in a righy and in a careful
way and not allowing materialism and wrong pri@stto overtake us. May
it not be a snare to us, may we take to heart Tinstothy 6:10: “For the
love of money is the root of all evil which whilerae coveted after they
have erred from the faith.

Turned back, yes and pierced themselves throudhmatny sorrows.”

Thirdly, turning back, why?

Well because of rebellion, outright of rebellidferse eight, the first part
of the verse, And that they might not be as thaihdrs, a stubborn and
rebellious generation; verse 10 Psalm 78, at tloe Eney refused to walk
in His law.

And Luke 19, the parable of the pounds, the egban went to a far
country to seek a kingdom and return, you remerttisrparable, any put
his servants in his place and said: Occupy itltdome. But it says his
citizens hated him and they sent a message afteisaying: We will not
have this man to reign over us. Today it seems speople have that
attitude too, some have a dim view of the authooityScriptures, a dim



view of scriptural church authority. Rebellion, the what it is, yes it is.
May we not be a rebellious people. First Samue23:5:For rebellion is as
the sin of witchcraft.”

May we never rebel against God, against th@eas, against scriptural
church authority.

Fourthly, turning back, why?

Because of deception, because of deceptions detwke 21 tells us that
in the end times they will be characterised by rampdeception and in
verse eight then He says: Take heed that what? yehae not deceived.
Personal, personal. That ye be not deceived. Bhatrius today. And we
dare not capitulate to the deception around us weatsee in so many
modernistic thinking church groups and the caktamenism and linking
arms together. Sure it would be nice, sure in sevags, and may be
especially on our mission fields the danger is mea, the call to link
arms with the local churches.

| remember in the Bahamas we came under mucésyme from the
community because of that. Not long ago there wasramunity wide
religious rallies sponsored by one of the churcaed the Mennonites
came under a lot of pressure. One of the locabpasilled me to a dinner
meeting, wanted me to attend a dinner meetingumdrp support for this
community wide rally and well I just had to explamhim why we do not
do that, why we don't link arms with other groupsttdo not really
practice biblical separation and non-resistance somde of those Bible
teachings of the scriptures. And that certain pastcepted that very
graciously, and many did not. The unity folks wesery antagonistic
towards us because of that and they wanted usrtiwipate in that rally
which we couldn't do.

Also to avoid deception we cannot afford to réae writings and listen
to the tapes and fellowship closely with those wi@ not practice
separation from the world and other things likd.thet's not be naive and
gullible, let's not think that we can imbibe thebRi teachings of others
who do not really believe in the authority of theriStures and come out
untainted, we won’t, we can't do that. So let'scheeful that we be not
deceived. It is a cause of turning back.

Fifthly, turning back, why?



We are looking for an easier way, we need tolith society. That
would be a cause for turning back, sure it would be

Just about a week ago my family and | were irsé&@ Pennsylvania at a
public lake where the main attraction is thousaoidBsh flocking to the
surface to be fed, people bring loaves of breadthed throw loaves into
the fish and fish flock to the surface and it ialiyesomething to see, and it
draws hundreds of people there to watch theseféisd and they came
there to feed the fish. But | told my wife it seehk® some of the people
are more interested in watching us than the fish.

Well times like that makes you almost wish fareasier way so people
wouldn't stare at you so much and think you so umignd odd, but the
Bible talks about God's people becoming a gaziagkstdoesn't it? Sure it
does. Are we willing to bear that reproach? Andhese a smile on our
faces while people are staring at us and we tiyetp them to see that we
are happy in the Lord and let it not be said ofikes | heard recently one
individual said to one of our people she said: dv/é& never seen a happy
Mennonite.”

Well | think that is a little bit of a reproaaghay be. Let's reflect and
radiate joy of the Lord as we find ourselves outhi@ public so that others
can see yes, we love the Lord, we are not lookargah easier way, we
love the Bible way and living thereby, we are nobdKing for an easier
way.

Also | believe that the casual clothes trend that continually work
against is an effort to fit in and not to be sostanding and unique, we
tend to blend in, let's not be like that.

Mark 8 Jesus talks about the need to take ugnbes and follow Him
and that if we are ashamed of Him, He will be astdiof us, let's not be
ashamed to be God's people and not look for aereasly.

Turning back, sixthly, why?

Well because of becoming battle weary. Maybeetones we just feel a
little battle weary. Yes brethren we don't getdired do we? There is a lot
of work to do, sisters a lot of work to do, and keep working and we
keep labouring and we keep busy in the Lord's pmogBut | would say
one caution should be given; let's not act likergh@e no limits to our
emotional and physical stamina. There are someasliamd sometimes we
need to recognise those. You remember Moses fatHaw, so many
years ago when Moses seem to think there was nts ltm his stamina,



why Moses father-in-law had to set him straightt Buthe same time let's
recognise that God gives us what we need and wetwant to be weary
in well doing, we don't want to get to the pointesd we say: Well | just
can't take it, | can't take it, and now it is toaah.

| know there is a balance but let's be countiagprivilege to be engaged
in the service of the church and the Lord's workl ant become battle
weary.

Also let's not become battle weary in maintagnthe standards of the
church and in trying to help our children and oeertagers go the right
way. You know sometimes we feel the tug especibliythe younger
generation, it doesn't need to be that way but saoms it is that way and
lets not become battle weary. Parents let's kegt wn promoting the
right thing for the church and for our families.

Another reason for turning back, why would we dat?h

Well maybe because of the few results for oforef. We work and we
labour and we preach and we teach and we handaenattlire and we send
out missionaries and we visit prisons and we hatdes meetings and
cottage meetings, but we see so few resultswerith it? What would you
say? Well sure it is. Sure it is. One soul gainedvorth more than the
whole world. Sure it is worth it. Every effort thate can make for the
cause of Christ is well worth it and let's praise tord for being engaged
in His program.

Another one, reasons for turning back is thardder pleasure seeking
and the ways of the world.
We looked at that in the Sunday school lessoneB® ot desire pleasure,
let's not seek the ways of the world, we will beap¢ed to turn back from
the cross of Christ if we become ensnared in that.

3. Now let's look at the loss sustained in turrbagk from the battle.

What are some of the losses which are sustaummeth people turn back
from the battle for the Lord?
One would be a return to bondage, a return to bgmdisrael time and
again found themselves to being in bondage to tieeng because of their
turning back. And there is a verse in Galatiangptdrafour that | would
like you to notice. Galatians 4:9, thinking aboutning back from the
Christian life and being found in bondage again:



"But now, after that ye have known God, or rather known of God,
how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elemeavritereunto ye desire
again to be in bondage?"

Do you? Do I? No! Be it far from us to ever thinkb®ing back in the
bondage of sin and being a servant of Satan anthaltlebauchery that
people find themselves in, and the grief and somdwen they turn back
and find themselves estranged from God.

So often, time and again, people leave a Conseevatiurch and they
say: | won't change my practice, | will just stdne tsame. But you know
what? It doesn't work that way, it doesn't worktthvay. People become
like those that they associate with.

Some of you probably remember being in Guatemal@uatzaltenango
and they had this big concrete sliding board, I'dkmow how long it is, 75
feet? Hundred feet? You get on top of that thing) you start sliding down
there. You think you can stop? Absolutely not! Befgou know it you are
at the bottom, you are at the bottom of the slgpsd to me that is a
depiction of people that start down that slopeeafving, leaving scriptural
principles and practices, deviating just a littieHere, deviating just a little
bit there, they begin to slide away from the scrips and away from God
and after awhile they find themselves at the bojtameturn to bondage.
That is one of the losses sustained when we dapdrturn back.

Another one is a loss of God's blessing.

Yes a loss of God's blessing, and that alone shtaude us to cringe at
the thought of turning back. It is a fearful thitegfall into the hands of the
living God. The thought of losing God's blessingoam lives, it would be a
horrible thing would it not brethren and sistersntt never having God's
blessing on our lives? Well it is a loss incurredew we turn back from the
battle.

Another loss sustained from turning back is disagament to other
Christians.

When we turn back, if an individual turns back,tjukink of the
discouragement that brings to other Christians. Gna¢her in describing
how he felt when in his congregation three sistersed back at the same
time and went back into the ways of the world hid:dais a good way to



lose weight, he said | just didn't feel like eategugd | couldn't sleep well,
he said it was such a discouragement to me.

Well may we never be the cause of discouragemkatthat to other
Christians. No. But we want to encourage each ahdrbuild each other
up in the Lord.

Another loss sustained from turning back is becgmiseless in the cause
of the kingdom.

Becoming useless to the church. Oh that's a logsii® How sad, how
sad it is when those that have been useful tohiech and to the Lord in
various ways when they fall out spiritually, turadk from the ways of the
Lord and they no longer are fit for service in kiegdom of the Lord. No
longer useful. One writer in writing about the laasstained like that and
becoming useless, referring mostly to groups asi@lewvhen they depart
from scriptural principles, he took the song Onw@itistian Soldiers and
change the words to depict the loss sustainedailde s

Backward Christian soldiers, fleeing from the fight

With the cross of Jesus clearly out of sight.

Christ our rightful master stands against the foe

But forward into battle we refuse to go.

Sit here then ye people, join in a useless throng

Blend with ours your voices in a feeble song,

Blessings, ease and comfort ask from Christ thgKin

With our modern thinking we won't do a thing.

Well it is a loss sustained isn’t it when we tilnack from the battle and
we become useless to the Lord, become useless tohtlirch and other
Christians. Certainly a serious loss.

Another is the loss of testimony, a loss of testignfor the Lord.
Remember how the prophet Nathan said to David (Busa12:14) that
after his turning back temporarily he said: Thogthgiven great occasion

to the enemies of the Lord to blaspheme.

May that never be said of us that we in some wapuryunfaithfulness
give great occasion to the enemies of the Lorddedineme His good and
holy name.



Another one, these individuals turning back maylwead to group
apostasy.

When we turn back, people turn back individualtymiay well lead to
group apostasy, it is a loss sustained. It hasdraaptime and time again
down through the centuries and let us not think Weaare different.

4. Well just quickly now yet a few fortificationsif victory.

Do we need to turn back? Never, never, never, wee hadenty of
fortifications for victory.

What are they? Setting our hope in God. Did youtkaéin Psalm 78
there, one of the reasons that the parents werposag to teach their
children the Bible way so that they can set thepéhin God and we need
to do that too don't we? Well sure we do.

We sing the song: There is no other hope there wtimer plea, salvation
full, salvation free must come alone through thee.

Amen, brethren and sisters. Setting our hope in Geadfortification for
victory.

Another one is, don't forget what God has done/dor.

Reinforcing that thought, don't forget how good h@®w®d has been to
you, in so many ways He has saved your soul, ihbie saved your soul,
He has led you into the paths of truth and right@eess, God has been so
good and even if you are here this morning and @dind yourselves in
the goodness of the Lord don't forget that God eyaful and He is
longing for you to come into the fold too.

Another one, fortification for victory is spirituabedience.
Simply obey the Bible, do what we are commanded.

And another one, keep the watchman on the walls.

What do | mean by that? Well we could go to Isaibapter 21 and read
that call for the watchman to be on the walls & tity and to warn of
danger coming, to alert the populace when the ensragproaching. Well
today we need that in the church too don't we?weseed the watchman
on the walls, not only the ministry, not only theadlership but every
faithful member too, watching out for spiritual dgn for the group and
sounding the alarm when something is on the horthah threatens us as
individuals and as a group spiritually.



Another fortification, let's remember that souls &eing saved, | touched
that before, but souls are being saved and maybthatfortification for us

that we as God’s representatives here upon thik bawve the privilege of

pointing the right way to other people, those tthatnot know the Lord.

We have the privilege of pointing out the right walye Bible way, and

some respond to that, we know that and souls ang lsaved from sin.

Last of all now a fortification for victory.

There will be victory in the final battle. Yes tieewill. We could go to
Revelation chapter 19 and some of those other setfs& depict how
finally Satan will be, Satan and his kingdom wi bverthrown and Christ
will be the ultimate victor and He will receive éihglory and we will be a
part of that, we will be part of all the glory th&e Father has for the Son
in that time.

There will be final victory in the battle that istyto come.

May we use our Christian armour well.

May we not turn back from the battle.

May we not become battle weary.

May we not be allured by Satan.

May we not turn tail and run when Satan temptsngsvaants to lead us
away from God.

| will never turn back. May that be our determioati

There is a song that goes: | am too near heavémrndback now, | am
too near heaven to turn back now. It doesn't mater young you are or
how old you are, life is very, very short at itssband we are very near
heaven in a very real sense, | am too near heaviemrt back now.

May that be your determination and mine.

Let us kneel for prayer.



