Lesson 12 17 January 2010
The Lord's Ultimate Victory

Lesson ScopeRevelation 19 and 20

Lesson Focus

By way of introduction, the first ten verses bfpter 19 give special in-
sight into the activity of the saints in heavenidgrthis time of judgment
and triumph. It is "a great voice of much peopldiondeclare, "For true
and righteous are his judgments.” In these versesence is made to "the
marriage of the Lamb" and "the marriage suppehefltamb.” Notice also
the call in verse 5 to "praise our God."
The last part of verse 10 declares, "The testimmnyesus is the spirit of
prophecy." Jesus came and bore testimony to Goetsad plan. His life
and teaching are the inspiration for preaching iaterpreting the divine
will. Christ is the center of the whole plan.
The fall of Babylon is the cause of much rejoicingheaven. The multi-
tudes of the redeemed are heard saying, “Allefimathe Lord God om-
nipotent reigneth.” Another occasion for greatdgless and rejoicing is
the marriage of the Lamb. It is the time of Chsisfitimate victory, and the
saints share in Christ's triumph.
But it is also the time of Satan's defeat, andwieked share in the loss
with him. This thought brings sadness.
Heaven opens to reveal the coming of the King ng&iand Lord of lords
as He advances in wrath to conquer all opposition.
Christ and His kingdom of righteousness will ultietg triumph. Although
Satan appears to have many victories now, he wilktdst into the lake of
fire to be tormented forever

Lesson Aim: To glean truths and encouragements from God's tfinaph
over Satan.

Theme Verse

Daniel 2:44 And in the days of these kings shall the Godezven set Lip
a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: andkthgdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in pieaesl consume all these king-
dom and it shall stand for ever.



Lesson Text
Triumphant Over Evil
Rev. 19:11-21

And | saw heaven opened, and behold a white hargkhe that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousnessidit judge and
make war1?His eyeswereas a flame of fire, and on his headre many
crowns; and he had a name written, that no man kibenvhe himself.
13And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and hisneas
called The Word of God#And the armiesvhich werein heaven followed
him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, whated clean!>And out of
his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he &hemite the nations: and
he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he tethdhe winepress of the
fierceness and wrath of Almighty GodAnd he hath oris vesture and on
his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORDFQ.ORDS.

17And | saw an angel standing in the sun; and hel eméh a loud voice,
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst ofawen, Come and gather
yourselves together unto the supper of the gredt Gbhat ye may eat the
flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, andfiéeh of mighty men, and
the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on thema, the flesh of alnen,
both free and bond, both small and gréd&nd | saw the beast, and the
kings of the earth, and their armies, gatheredthmydo make war against
him that sat on the horse, and against his atPAyd the beast was taken,
and with him the false prophet that wrought mirackefore him, with
which he deceived them that had received the mithkeobeast, and them
that worshipped his image. These both were cast aiito a lake of fire
burning with brimstone?!And the remnant were slain with the sword of
him that sat upon the horse, whiglord proceeded out of his mouth: and
all the fowls were filled with their flesh.
Triumphant Over Satan
Rev. 20:1-3

And | saw an angel come down from heaven, haviegk#y of the bot-
tomless pit and a great chain in his hai#hd he laid hold on the dragon,
that old serpent, which is the Devil, and Satanl laound him a thousand
years2And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut bpnand set a seal
upon him, that he should deceive the nations noemtdt the thousand
years should be fulfilled: and after that he mustidosed a little season.
Rev. 20:10And the devil that deceived them was cast intoldke of fire



and brimstone, where the beast and the false prepbgand shall be tor-
mented day and night for ever and ever.
Triumphant in Judgment
Rev. 20:11-12

And | saw a great white throne, and him that sait,offom whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there evasifno place for them.
12And | saw the dead, small and great, stand befa#; @nd the books
were opened: and another book was opened, whitte isookof life: and
the dead were judged out of those things which weiten in the books,
according to their works.
Rev. 20:14-15

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fifais is the second
death.’>And whosoever was not found written in the bookifefwas cast
into the lake of fire.

Questions for Study

Triumphant Over Evil

1. What titles and attributes identify Christ as tihite horse rider?

2. What descriptions and actions of the white hoider depict His great
wrath?

3. What motivates the kings of earth to join intleahgainst Christ (com-
pare 16:13-14)7?

Triumphant Over Satan

4. What is God's purpose in binding Satan?

5. How is Satan's eternal judgment a comfort tcstiets?

Triumphant in Judgment

6. On what basis will men be judged?

7. How should the overall tone of this lesson dftae believer?

Analyzing the Passage

Chapter 19 opens with the statemkehteard. This is repeated in verse 6.
But in verse 1 we notice the first of seMesaw statements. Each one re-
lates to a specific aspect of the vision, but @lr@lated to the whole.

First. John saw Jesus on a white horse, followethbyarmies of heaven
on white horses. This time He is riding a horseead of a lowly donkey.
And He treads the winepress of God's wrath. Thiéebigtdecisive.
Secondly (19:17-18), the fowls of heaven are catledat the flesh of
those slain in the battle. It is "the supper ofgheat God."



Thirdly (19:19), John saw the armies of the earssembled to fight
against the armies of heaven. Christ is victoriaumsl the antichrist and the
false prophet are cast into the lake of fire.

Next John saw the devil bound and cast intobibttomless pi{20:13). Sa-
tan is later cast into the lake of fire (20:10).

Following this victory (20:4). John saw thrones wued by those who
were faithful to Jesus and to the Word of God eweto death. They re-
fused to receive the mark of the beast. The bewaktlee false prophet were
reigning then, but now the tide has turned.

After this, John saw thgreat white throneccupied by God (20:11-12). It
is the final judgment. All of the ungodly of allhies are judged and cast
into the lake of fire.

Finally, in chapter 21, John saw "a new heavenandw earth.” And he
saw the New Jerusalem. This is a picture of congpleind perfection: it is
the subject of the next lesson.

Principles and Applications

Triumphant Over Evil

1. Christ, the returning, conquering Lord triumphs nighteousness

(19:12).

His worthiness to conquer and rule is indisputalblee righteous rejoice
because evil is finally defeated and their faithirsdicated.

2. Satan is overcome by the Word of God (19:15).

Christ's authority is absolute and final. The leatd not prolonged. The
saints follow their Captain, but there is no indima that they need to help
win the battle. All that Christ needs to do is slag word! Christ not only

smites; He also rules, and He does so with a rachof

3. The conquering King will inflict a deathblow upoat& and his forces
(19:17-21).

Satan apparently deceives his followers into tmgkithat they can over-
come Christ. But his forces will have neither ogpoity nor power to at-

tack. They are suddenly and irresistibly vanquishied specifically men-

tioned that the beast and the false prophet areirtasthe lake of fire at

this juncture.

4. Those who defy God will be cast into the lakeref(fi9:20.

All nations that forget God will be turned into h@Psalm 9:17). These
kings and their armies are cast alive into the laikigre.



Triumphant Over Satan

5. Satan is subject to the limitations God places ulpiom (20:1-3).

Satan could not touch Job until God allowed it. pisver to tempt us is
limited by God's understanding of our strength. Wised shuts up Satan
in the bottomless pit he loses what liberties he. Wde can trust God to
superintend and overrule in our lives for our good.

6. Satan will be cast into the lake of fire (20:10).

When this takes place, Satan's program of deceptiols, and his eternal
torment begins. He will be utterly vanquished, meagain to rebel against
his Creator.

Triumphant in Judgment

7.God will judge all men according to their works (2P).

The white throne judgment is the final judgmenthef wicked. The books
will not lie. No one is missing because his boduldmot be found in the
sea. The grave is temporary, and all the deadatieathere must appear for
sentence. The text says it twice: judgment will “becording to their
works.” Our only hope is to be named in the Book.ibé.

8. The wicked will be cast into the lake of fire (Z8).1

The lake of fire is the eternal abode of the wickiédvas prepared for the
devil and his angels (Matthew 25:41). And at timeetiof judgment scene,
the devil, the beast, and the false prophet asadjr there. Now those who
served them will join them. Our eternal abode Ww# with the one we
served.

Important Teachings

1. Christ, the returning, conquering Lord triumphs righteousness
(29:11).

2. Satan is overcome by the Word of God (19:15).

3. The conquering King will inflict a deathblow up&atan and his forces
(19:17-21).

4. Those who defy God will be cast into the lakdiref (19:20).

5. Satan is subject to the limitations God plagesnuhim (20:1-3).

6. Satan will be cast into the lake of fire (20:10)

7. God will judge all men according to their wog9:12).

8. The wicked will be cast into the lake of firé(25).



Answers to Questions

1. What titles and attributes identify Christ as thieite-horse rider?

The one riding the white horse is called "Faithémid True." The term
righteousness speaks of holiness, justice, andghipess. His eyes are
blazing. He is wearing kingly crowns. He has blaod his vesture from
treading the winepress of judgment (14:20; Isaiaii). He is called the
Word of God! Unmistakably it is Jesus.

2. What descriptions and actions of the white-horsgeridepict His great
wrath?

His eyes are ablaze with fire. His words are preg@s a sword; He smites
the nations. He treads the winepress of God's wildid term fierceness is
descriptive of His actions. His shepherd's stafhade of iron rather than
wood. His title declares Him to be in sovereigntooin

3. What motivates the kings of the earth to join intlbaagainst Christ
(compare 16:13-14)?

You would think that by this time men would knowttee. But the whole
activity of Satan, the beast, and the false propgheharacterized by decep-
tion. It is the miraculous power of the false prepthat deceives people
into taking the mark of the beast. It seems obviousiem that they are on
the winning side.

In chapter 16 the truth becomes known, and itasnp} stated that this is
the work of evil spirits. It is evil spirits thaivg miraculous power to the
beast and false prophet.

4. What is God's purpose in binding Satan?

God binds Satan to limit his activity. It demonstsaHis sovereign control
and fulfills His will in the plan of redemption. #hows who is the rightful
heir and gives men opportunity to acknowledge amoinst to Christ's
leadership.

5. How is Satan's eternal judgment a comfort to thetsa

It is a comfort because Satan is the archenemyaaf Who has spoiled
many lives. In a small way we understand now thafod that is expe-
rienced when righteousness prevails and those wdoal $or the right are
vindicated.

6. On what basis will men be judged?

The text simply states that men will be judged adioy to their works.
This is fair because works are the test of a pé&daith. Some would like
to separate works and faith. They blame the rigigdor having a works



religion. This whole matter is set straight in tBeok of James where
works and faith are shown in proper relationship.

7.How should the overall tone of this lesson affeetlieliever?

It should produce in the heart a deep sense okthimess for the plan of
redemption. It produces a burden for those wholmieg deceived. It
should have a sobering effect on one's life. Tloaight of eternal torment
is horrifying, but the prospect of eternal blise@nforting.

Summarizing the Lesson

Christ will triumph! Shall we share in His victoPyShall we be with the
linen-clad throng praising God? Or shall we be agnthhose who join Sa-
tan in the lake of fire? Shall we be a part of &tsgibride or of the suffer-
ing whore? The choices we make today determin@lestiny. How sober-
ing!

Research Guide

You will find it helpful to re-read the entire Boak Revelation in one sit-
ting. Verses from chapter 16 are referred to iatr@h to study question
number 3.



