Preview of the Book of Revelation

The word revelation comes from the Greek wapwkalupsis meaning “a
disclosure or unveiling” literally "to take off thmver." Too often we think
of the book as mystical or non-understandable, whed's purpose is en-
tirely opposite. Five times a voice from heavenl tbbhn, the writer, about
something- that He would show him (1:1, 4:1; 121:9; 22:6). God also
pronounces a blessing upon those who read, hedukesp the words and
sayings of this book (1:3). He also emphasized ttatbook is not sealed
(22:10).
The Book of Revelation is an unfolding of the Pearsb Jesus Christ. This
theme must permeate our thinking as we study. Cisridgepicted in many
figures, Such as the Son of Man (1:13), a Lion)5a5Lamb (5:6), and a
white-horse rider (19:11). He is repeatedly poechys the majestic Lord
of heaven and as the worthy administrator of Gadigments upon the
earth.
Revelation contains many practical and prophetssdas. To study the
book without amply considering both emphases wdagdunfair. This
study should broaden our Bible knowledge, helpousiiderstand better the
time in which we live and inspire us with a newiemsof God's holiness
and faithfulness.
l. The outline of the book (Chapters 1-19)

A. First division  "the things which thou hasesg (chapter 1)

B. Second division—"the things which are" (cleapt2, 3)

C. Third division— “the things which shall berbafter” (chapters 4-22)
Il... The theme of the book

A. Redemption for the saints—the redeemed (BB, 4)

B. Judgment for the ungodly—the earth dwellérd@; 1 1:10: 13:8)
lll. The sevens of the book

Seven is the number of completeness. Seven rigioned at least fifty-
four times, seven churches, seven seals, sevepatanseven vials, seven
spirits of God, and so forth. The seven blessedseobook are notable.
IV. Interpretive guidelines of the book

A. The relation of other prophetic Scripturessgeges, especially the
Book of Daniel, along with other prophecies, shobédstudied. Most of



the figures comparable are as follows:

1. "A time and times and the dividing of tim&dvelation 12:14; Daniel
7:25)

2. Michael the angel (Revelation 12:7) DaniellB) 12:1)

3. The ten-horned beast (Revelation 13: 1; 17t32Daniel 7:7, 8)

4. "War with the saints" (Revelation 13:7: Damg1)

5. A blaspheming ruler (Revelation 13:5, 6- [2&7i:25)

6. The ten kings (Revelation 17:12 Daniel 7:24)

7. The destruction of the beast (Revelation@®aniel 7:1 1
B. The synonymous time notes

1. Forty-two months (11:2 13:5)

2. One thousand, two hundred sixty days (1 123)

3. Atime, and times, and half a time" (12:14)
C. The use of proleptic style - sometimes writtertteough it had already
happened. Examples: 6:17 12:7; 13:1: 19:11 201leptic is defined as the
description of something as existing or occurrirddoe it could have done so)
D. The sudden change from earthly activity to hegwvecenes. (Example:
Revelation 14:1-5.)



Lesson 4 — 22 November 2009

The Glorified Christ

Lesson ScopeRevelation 1

Lesson Focus

John was banished to the isle of Patmos by the mm@@omitian, who
ruled Rome from A.D. 81-96. On this rocky, barretamnd in the Aegean
Sea, John received the Revelation.

This is the Revelation of Jesus Christ. In it istyed the conflict of the
ages. There is no question as to the outcome gfctinflict between God
and Satan: Jesus Christ and the redeemed areygbeattayed as the vic-
tors.

Revelation is written to the churches so that theyld know about the
things that would "shortly come to pass.” It speak3esus' return and the
happenings surrounding this event. It also unftddss the person of Jesus.
He is the eternal one (1:8), the Prince of the kiofythe earth. His central
position among the candlesticks identifies Him las gource of power for
the church.

Jesus Christ is the highly exalted Son of God. Ftiois glorious position
He administrates the church on earth.

Study until you have a clear impression of JesusHirs glorified position.
Notice that, in spite of His greatness and autipoHie is interested in re-
vealing to His servants what will happen (1:1). Sé¢hings are written so
we might not be alarmed but know that all things ander the control of
our sovereign Lord.

Lesson Aim: To help us see the transcendent glory of our Ueslis Christ.
Theme Verse

Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hash highly exalted him, anergi
him a name which is above every name.



Lesson Text
His Glorified Position
Rev. 1:1-11

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave antg to shew unto
his servants things which must shortly come to jpasd he sent and signi-
fied it by his angel unto his servant JoAWho bare record of the word of
God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, andllahags that he saw.
3Blesseds he that readeth, and they that hear the wordkisfprophecy,
and keep those things which are written therein:tfie timeis at hand.
4John to the seven churches which are in Asia: Gbacento you, and
peace, from him which is, and which was, and wiscto come; and from
the seven Spirits which are before his throderd from Jesus Christyho
is the faithful witnessand the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of
the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, aadhed us from our sins
in his own bloodfAnd hath made us kings and priests unto God and his
Father; to hinbe glory and dominion for ever and ever. Améaehold, he
cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see hind, they also which
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shalil Wwacause of him. Even
so, Amené8l am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the enaaitfy the
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come,Ahmighty.

91 John, who also am your brother, and companiamitilation, and in
the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was enidle that is called
Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimohyesus Christd was
in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behireargreat voice, as of a
trumpet,11Saying,| am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last: &vidat
thou seest, write in a book, and senhdnto the seven churches which are
in Asia; unto Ephesus, and unto Smyrna, and untgafes, and unto
Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelpmd,anto Laodicea.

His Glorified Person
Rev. 1:12-20

And | turned to see the voice that spake with med Aeing turned, |
saw seven golden candlestickd3And in the midst of the seven candle-
sticksone like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garmenivid to the
foot, and girt about the paps with a golden giréielis head andhis hairs
were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyese as a flame of
fire; 15And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burme a furnace; and



his voice as the sound of many watéf&nd he had in his right hand
seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharpdgexk sword: and his
countenanc&vasas the sun shineth in his strendtthnd when | saw him,

| fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his rigahtd upon me, saying unto
me, Fear not; | am the first and the la¥t:am he that liveth, and was dead;
and, behold, | am alive for evermore, Amen; andehide keys of hell and
of death19Write the things which thou hast seen, and thegthimhich are,
and the things which shall be hereaf@if,he mystery of the seven stars
which thou sawest in my right hand, and the sewaden candlesticks.
The seven stars are the angels of the seven clsueh@ the seven candle-
sticks which thou sawest are the seven churches.

Questions for Study

His Glorified Position

1. What is the revelation of Jesus Christ? Whasipurpose?
2. How is Christ's glory revealed by His dealingdhvmen?
3. Discuss the attributes of Christ given in vedse

4. How should Christ's exalted position encour&gestints?
His Glorified Person

5. Discuss the meaning of Christ's presence inntfdst of the candle-
sticks.

6. How does Christ's appearance express His dr#init

7. What should our response be to the Son of God?

8. What are the keys of hell and of death?

Analyzing the Passage

This book reveals Jesus, the eternal Son of GadSawvour, who is higher
in rank than any earthly king 1:5). It is written prepare the reader for
Christ's ultimate victory (1:3). No one will midsig event. To many it will
be a tragic happening, bringing them indescribghlef (1:7).

Alpha (1:8) is the first letter of the Greek alphakOmega is the last. Jesus
is eternal. His power brought all things into esiste and will also affect
their end.

The seven churches (1:11) were actual churchessia Kinor perhaps
John was personally responsible for them.

Jesus' position in the midst of the candlestick$3)Lrepresents His loving



omnipresence. It also shows His omniscience andpotence. His golden
girdle speaks of His faithfulness and righteousnéfis head and hair
‘white like wool" (1:14) symbolize absolute purdagd infinite wisdom. His
look is searching and penetrating as a flame, ngtban be hidden from it.
His feet "like unto fine brass" typify unerring jgishent. His voice as the
sound of many waters- is authoritative, arrestingd majestic. Holding the
seven stars in His right hand shows His authowgr ¢the church. The two-
edged sword is His Word, able to meet all of maréged (Hebrews
4:12).His countenance shines perpetually neveerfali or waning. This
eternal, majestic One controls the destiny of attals (1:18).

Principles and Applications

His Glorified Position

1.Jesus is God's divine revelation to man (1:1).

God's intention was to fellowship with man, but siimed the possibility
of a relationship. Jesus restored that loss bydhas a perfect man and
giving His life on the cross. He is the centralfig in all of human history,
offering forgiveness and reconciliation to all medgnfolding end-time
events will convince everyone that Jesus deseggase and worship
(Isaiah 45:23-24).

2. The glory of Christ is founded upon His redemptirek for man- kind
(1:5).

Man cannot solve the sin problem: he cannot savsdii. Only the sinless
One was worthy to pay the price of sin. His willgs to humble Himself
to endure the death of the cross earns Him the ragall glory (Phil.2:10-
11)

3. The glory of Christ is revealed by His dealingshwiten (1:6-7).

Who but Christ could take ruined man and elevate to become a royal
priesthood (1 Peter 2:9)? Spotless lives, direbtethe Spirit, are a daily
revelation of glory. The ungodly will acknowledgenr@t's greatness by
their fear of His presence and by bowing their lsn@ed confessing Him as
King (Romans 14:11).

4. Jesus eternal existence identifies Him as the Altyifi:8).

He is the sovereign Creator of all things (Colassid:16). He not only
created all things but also sustains them andbusiitig them to an end. Our
lives are in His hand; all our plans are subjedh® sovereignty of Alpha
and Omega (James 4:15).



5. The glory of Christ abides among the churches (L3

Christ loves to dwell among His people. It is Heslemptive work that
makes this fellowship possible. Permitting sinhie thurch severs this re-
lationship and results in our candlestick beingoeed (Revelation 2:5).
His Glorified Person

6. The divine attributes of Christ reveal His glory}2-16).

No other display has ever matched the majesty oisCltvery feature is
consistent with His character. As we allow His grdo perfect us, it is
possible for us to stand blameless in His holygmes.

7. The glory of Christ produces humility, and surrendle His people
(1:17).

A true understanding of ourselves reveals our witevorthiness. Even the
saints feel defiled and undone in His holy presegfsaiah 6:5). The least
we can do is meekly comply with His holy will.

8. Viewing Christ's glory inspires and strengthens Gqkople (1:17)

We view this glory by faith through the revelatiohthe Word. Someday
we will see Him face to face and be like Him (1 d@&?2). Meanwhile, He
is capable of enabling us to fulfill our callingpplying His blood to our
hearts allows us to commune with Him in spirit.

9. Christ's divine power and authority display His igl¢1:18).

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where isvitipry™ (1 Corinthians
15:55). Christ utterly defeated death by risingrrthe dead. He will fi-
nally empty the graves, call all men of all timejaolgment and confirm
their eternal destiny.

Important Teachings

1. Jesus is God's divine revelation to man (1:1).

2. The glory of Christ is founded upon His redewgtwork for mankind
(1:5).

3. The glory of Christ is revealed by His dealimgth men (1:6-7).

4. Jesus' eternal existence identifies Him as thaghty (1:8).

5. The glory of Christ abides among the churcheklf13).

6. The divine attributes of Christ reveal His gldtyl13-16).

7. The glory of Christ produces humility and sudenin His people
(2:17).

8. Viewing Christ's glory inspires and strength&usl's people (1:17).

9. Christ's divine power and authority display Hisry (1:18).



Answers to Questions

1. What is the revelation of Jesus Christ? What ipitigpose?

This revelation is the disclosing of future eveatsl the role that Jesus
Christ fills in those events. The implications, lew&r, are much broader.
Through these events our Lord is revealed for wieotidly is—our Sav-
iour, the Sustainer, the Judge, our High Priestgkaf kings, and Lord of
lords. Through this revelation His position andrelcéer are more clearly
evident.

The purpose is to show us what will "shortly comeass.” Knowing these
things keeps us prepared and assures us that gmagentrolled and mov-
ing according to God's timetable.

2.How is Christ's glory revealed by His dealings witlen?

His glory is revealed by His redemptive work, whishprogressing to
culmination at the end of time. The unity and bdeksgess of the church
give evidence of His glory. The wailing of nationsl be their own admis-
sion of the Lord's right to be their Lord.

3. Discuss the attributes of Christ given in verse 8.

Alpha and Omega depicts His eternal existence. é#s dhot just exist
eternally; He is the beginning—the Creator of laihgs—and the ending—
the sustainer and conclusion of all things. He mehanging and all-
powerful.

4. How should Christ's exalted position encourageshiats?

Christ is qualified to be our Redeemer. As the Ajinty, He is not threat-
ened by any opposition. His position predetermities outcome of the
saints' warfare against evil.

5. Discuss the meaning of Christ's presence in thestmodl the candle-
sticks.

His presence in the midst portrays His omnisciesmo@ omnipresence. It
indicates His closeness to and His involvement withaffairs of His peo-
ple (Hebrews 4:15).

6. How does Christ's appearance express His divinity?

His garments portray dignity and rank. His hair t@has wool and snow
depict purity and majesty. His eyes are all-segampetrating to the deep-
est recesses of men's lives. His feet representrigsand just dealings
with men. His voice is authoritative; it cannotdisregarded or refuted. He
speaks truth that is capable of penetrating deepnnen's hearts (Hebrews
4:12). His countenance continually shines upongdisple; never does He



grow weary or become distracted.

7. What should our response be to the Son of God?

We should be humbled and see ourselves as unwairtiis attention. We
surrender to His wishes for our life.

We see Christ as the one who is capable of meetingpiritual needs. We
trust His sustaining power to keep us. We commitsaul to Him because
He has the keys of hell and of death.

8. What are the keys of hell and of death?

The Greek word for hell in this passage is Hades grave). Christ has au-
thority over death; His power will raise the deaahf the grave. He said, "I
am the resurrection, and the life." He has thatglio bring things to final
disposition.

Summarizing the Lesson

| am he that liveth, and was dead:... behold, | aive for evermore,

Amen. On earth Christ humbled Himself and gaveliftsto redeem man-
kind. His redemptive work elevates Him above evemyne that is named
(Ephesians 1: 19-23). He is the Sovereign of aseattomeday soon "He
cometh with clouds: and every eye shall see hifven so, Amen."

Research Guide

1. For an overview of' Christ, read the chaptéeditGod the Son" in Doc-
trines of the Bible(Daniel Kauffman, Editor)

2. Read Philippians 2:5-11. Notice that Christtwrifjed position is a result
of the redemptive work He accomplished.

3. Read verses in Nave's Topical Bible under "JdakesChrist—Creator."
His control and authority are unquestioned if we ldan as Creator.



