Lesson 13 - 24 January 2010

The Eternal State of the Righteous
L esson Scope: Revelation 21 and 22
L esson Focus

The eternal state of the wicked is the lake of. firew details are given,
and more are not needed. Suffice it to say thadleveot want to go there.
In contrast, there are vivid descriptions of thereal state of the righteous.
Chapter 21 describes the New Jerusalem. It is ifel@hapter 22 elabo-
rates upon the river of life that flows out of ttheone of God. These de-
scriptions serve as an incentive for faithfulnelsis is God's day of tri-
umph, and the eternal day of rest for His childthare invited to drink
freely of the water of life. And the tree of life again within man's reach.
Let us not overlook the evangelistic overtoneshis tesson. In 21:6 and
22:17 the water of life is available for thirstyud® In 22:17 the wordome
is used three times. The first two are the appédhe Spirit and the re-
deemed for Christ to come. The third is an invitatio "take the water of
life freely.” During His earthly ministry, Jesusried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink."

Verses 7 and 8 of chapter 21 contrast the endeofvtbked with the end of
the righteous. The better choice is obvious.

Also notice the connection between 22:14 and theatGE€ommission in
Matthew 28:20. The church is responsible to tedw ¢commands of
Christ, and the doing of His commands is the kegaufess to the city. As
you fit details of these chapters together, keepmind that the all-
important thing is to be ready for Christ's return.

"l go to prepare a place for you." Only those whavé obeyed Christ's
will enter this wondrous abode.

Lesson Aim: To learn about the place of eternal abode foritjigeous.
ThemeVerse

2 Peter 3:13Nevertheless we, according to his promise, loak few
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth rightessss



Lesson Text
"1 Make All Things New"
Rev. 21:1-7

And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for tls¢ fieaven and the
first earth were passed away; and there was no sear@And | John saw
the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from Gaod of heaven, pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her husb&hdd | heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of @odith men, and he will
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, &wl himself shall be
with them,and betheir God4And God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, neithesvgpnor crying, neither
shall there be any more pain: for the former thiags passed awa$And
he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | madk&iags new. And he said
unto me, Write: for these words are true and faltfAnd he said unto me,
It is done. | am Alpha and Omega, the beginning twedend. | will give
unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the arabf life freely.’He that
overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will bes God, and he shall be
my son.
"1 Will Shew Theethe Bride"
Rev. 21:9-12

And there came unto me one of the seven angeldwiiaid the seven vi-
als full of the seven last plagues, and talked with saying, Come hither,
| will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wiféAnd he carried me away in
the spirit to a great and high mountain, and shemvedhat great city, the
holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from Gbéi&ving the glory of
God: and her lightvaslike unto a stone most precious, even like a jaspe
stone, clear as crystal?’And had a wall great and highnd had twelve
gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and nanitésrvthereon, which are
the name®f the twelve tribes of the children of Israel:
Rev. 21:14

And the wall of the city had twelve foundationsddan them the names
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.
Rev. 21:16

And the city lieth foursquare, and the length idaage as the breadth:
and he measured the city with the reed, twelve gaod furlongs. The
length and the breadth and the height of it arelkequ
Rev. 21:27



And there shall in no wise enter into it any thihgit defileth, neither
whatsoevemworketh abomination, anaketha lie: but they which are writ-
ten in the Lamb's book of life.

"They Shall See His Face"
Rev. 22:1-4

And he shewed me a pure river of water of lifeaclas crystal, proceed-
ing out of the throne of God and of the Larfib.the midst of the street of
it, and on either side of the rivenas therethe tree of life, which bare
twelve mannerof fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves
of the treewerefor the healing of the nation$And there shall be no more
curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb d¥eih it; and his servants
shall serve him*And they shall see his face; and his nahall bein their
foreheads.

Questionsfor Study

"1 Make All Things New"

1. Why is it so important that all things are maeev?

2. What blessing's accompany the eternal stateeafighteous?
"1 Will Shew Theethe Bride"

3. What is the significance of the names that arnéem in the gates and
foundations of the holy city?

4. What are the implications of the New Jerusaleass size?
5. What comfort is found in 21:27? What challenge?

"They Shall See His Face"

6. In what respects is the throne central in Nenusldem?

7. What perfections of the eternal state are meation 22:3-5?
8. What are the conditions for entering the hotyZi

Analyzing the Passage

The declaration "Behold, | make all things newaisomprehensive state-
ment. It must all be new because the old was cuilged2:3 it is specifi-
cally stated, “And there shall be no more cursd& ©ld was characterized
by sorrow, crying, pain and death. But “the formiings are passed
away.”

The most wonderful fact of the new is that God willell with men! That
is God's great desire. There will be no need ftab&rnacle or temple, be-
cause all things are new. The new is reservechopvercomer.

A detailed description of the New Jerusalem follolvss referred to as the



Lamb's wife. It is the eternal abode of the chumwhere she will live and
reign with Christ.Like andas it wereindicate that human language is un-
able to fully describe the beauty and grandeuhefcity.

It is of interest that gates are named after thedvvtribes of Israel and that
the foundations are named after the twelve apodtlesas though Israel
that Christ came, but the apostles laid the growmnkivior the church. Eve-
rything is glorious and beautiful.

The glory of God and the presence of the Lamb laeesburce of light;
God's glory no longer needs to be veiled. The augupants of the city
are those who are listed in the Lamb's Book of.Life

Chapter 22 opens with a description of the newdisea The river flows
from the throne, giving life. Of special interestthe tree of life that yields
fruit every month. Twelve is the number of finahgoleteness. All may eat
and live. And there will be no night just one etdrday. That will be new!

Principlesand Applications

"1 Make All Things New"

1. When God makes all things new, the effects of dilbevno more (21:1,
4-5).

This truth is far-reaching There will be no morgssuwith all of the toil
that it brought. There will be no more death withad its pain and tears.
There will be renewed access to the tree of life toe water of life. Man
will have free access to the presence of God.lltbeiwonderful!

2. When God makes all things new, His desire to dwiH man will be
realized (21:3).

Within man is a strong desire to see God and taitle Him. But God's
desire to dwell with man is stronger. God's dewirdwell among His peo-
ple was realized in part when He dwelt among Isira¢he tabernacle and
later the temple. Jesus came and dwelt among mamas. In this age the
Holy Spirit dwells in men's hearts. But in eternitys desire will be fully
satisfied. God will personally and visibly dwelltwvimen!

3. Only those who overcome can claim the right to Bignand the eternal
inheritance (21:7).

Victorious living marks the true sons of God (1 d¢h9). By God's grace
this has always been a possibility. The prospedunfeternal inheritance
should motivate us to steadfast faithfulness irtithe of testing.



"1 Will Shew Theethe Bride"

4. The New Jerusalem will be glorious (21:10-11).

Faith will give way to sight. It will be built of yre gold and precious
stones. Everything will be perfectly glorious. dtthe handiwork of God,
and He will dwell there. Even now God is perfectog lives so that we
may dwell there (Ephesians 4:13).

5. The New Jerusalem is a memorial to God's glorioagkwf redemption
(21:11-12, 14).

The names inscribed on the gates and foundatigresent both the Old
and New Testaments. None of God's works are lakf@gotten. The very
name of the city is reminiscent of God's faithfdsen the keeping of His
covenants.

6. The heavenly city is spacious enough to accommasatsoever will
(21:16).

Christ died for all mankind and He is preparinglacp that is adequate.
Let us sound forth the Gospel so that many more emgy this eternal
abode.

7. The New Jerusalem will be exclusive (21:27).

Nothing will be allowed to mar its beauty and pyriGenesis 3 will not be
repeated. There will be perfect company and petiéss. The righteous
will dwell in the presence of the Lord, beholding lface forever and ever!
Praise God!

"They Shall See His Face"

8. The throne of God and the Lamb is central in tleeret! kingdom (22:1-
3).

Flowing from the throne is the river of life and @s banks is the tree of
life. He who sits on the throne is the source oflight, the focus of all
praise, the source of all life, and the centerlidervice. God Himself will
supersede all the unspeakable beauties of heaven.

9. Obedience to Christ is the condition for experiegcthis matchless
glory (22:14).

Those whose names are written in the Lamb's Bodkfefare obedient to
His commandments (Matthew 7:21-23). Those who cl@innist as their
Saviour but live in disobedience are liars and Ishalfound outside the
city (1 John 2:4). Eternal life is reserved forgsaavho do God's will.

Important Teachings
1. When God makes all things new, the effects ofvgil be no more



(21:1, 4-5).

2. When God makes all things new, His desire tolldwih man will be
realized (21:3).

3. Only those who overcome can claim the rightaiship and the eternal
inheritance (21:7).

4. The New Jerusalem will be glorious (21:10-11).

5. The New Jerusalem is a memorial to God's glerisark of redemption
(21:11-12, 14).

6. The heavenly city is spacious enough to acconateoa@/hosoever will
(21:16).

7. The New Jerusalem will be exclusive (21:27).

8. The throne of God and the Lamb is central ingteenal kingdom (22:1-
3).

9. Obedience to Christ is the condition for experieg this matchless
glory (22:14).

Answersto Questions

1. Why is it so important that all things are made Aiew

The old was spoiled because of sin. The curse paa the earth. Death
reigned, and man came to know sorrow and tearsis kasight that "no
man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old gatihemd "neither do
men put new wine into old bottles" (Matthew 9:16-1Behold, | make all
things new."

2. What blessings accompany the eternal state ofigieous?

God will dwell with men. He will be with us, and well be with Him.
There will be no more death, sorrow, tears, or. fhilere will be access to
the water of life and the tree of life. The sawill inherit the earth and be
the sons of God in the final sense. These are oreediin the text; the an-
swer can be broadened.

3. What is the significance of the names that ardtenion the gates and
foundations of the holy city?

The names of the twelve tribes of Israel and threlvevapostles are there as
a memorial to God's glorious work of redemptioney hepresent both the
Old and New Testaments. None of God's works ateolo®rgotten. In the
Scriptures twelve is the number of final comples=neHence, there are
twelve months, twelve tribes of Israel, twelve dfass twelve stars in the
crown of the woman, twelve gates, and the twelugdof the tree of life.



4. What are the implications of New Jerusalem's viast?s

The New Jerusalem provides adequate room for afl afe saved. The
evangelistic efforts of the church need not beailed because of a short-
age of room. The vast size reflects the foreknogdednd greatness of
God; we can trust Him for the future.

5. What comfort is found in 21:27? What challenge?

It is comforting to know that nothing will be all@d to mar the beauty and
purity of the holy city. There will be perfect Wisand perfect company.
There will be no more temptation or opportunitysio.

The searching question is; Will the exclusivenesshe New Jerusalem
exclude me?

6. In what respects is the throne central in New Jalers?

It is the source of life and light. It is the facaf all praise and the center
of all service. God is there, and He is the ceot&verything.

7. What perfections of the eternal state are mention&t2:3-5?

There will be a perfect earth. There will be perfeanagement and perfect
service. There is perfect identity and perfect oppoty to serve. There
will be no night.

8. What are the conditions for entering the holy city?

The obedience of faith is the primary condition. Wvast be identified with
God and serve Him now if we will be among those wlboso then. Faith
and works are inseparable. Therefore, we will lolg@d by our works. Our
names must be in the Lamb's Book of Life.

Summarizing the L esson

Christ's message to us is, "Behold, | come quickhd my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall Brhe Spirit and the
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Cohne let him that is
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take thater of life freely.-
Jesus declares, "Surely | come quickly. Amen."

We respond, "Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

Research Guide

1. For the sake of comparison read the accourteoCreation in Genesis 1
and 2.

2. Read Isaiah 65:17-25 for the sake of comparisomwever, it is not par-
allel in all senses.



