Lesson 13 — 25 July 2010
Joseph, a Type of Christ
Lesson Scopefsenesis Chapters 37-50

Lesson Focus

Although the word “type” is not found in the Bibléhe Greek word
“tupos” or "type" was used numerous times in thginal New Testament
writings. This word is translated print (John 20;2tgure (Romans 5:14),
pattern (Hebrews 8:5), and ensamples (1 Corinthifind 1).

In the Bible we find character types (Joseph),ohnisal types (Israel
deliverance from Egypt, and ritual types (the pghesd). These Old
Testament types foreshadowed the antitypes (fuitits) found in the
New Testament. "The New is in the Old, that corgdim the Old is in the
New explained.

Jesus Christ is the theme of the entire Bibleh&hOld Testament much
was obscure that is now clear. As Joseph livedsanekd faithfully, he did
not know that he himself was a type of the comimgiéemer. Because of
his faith in God and obedience to his father, Geelduhim in a special way
in the Old 'Testament to exemplify traits of thedBemer.

The life of Joseph pointed forward to Christ. Qte Will not be a type of
Christ, but as we live as Christ lived, we alsonpanen to Him. Hold up
Christ not only as our Saviour, but also as the whem we follow, the
pattern for our life.

The life of Joseph beautifully typifies the life our precious Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Christ, however far supersedes any human type.

Lesson Aim: To deepen our love for Jesus Christ, who is greass
Joseph.

Theme Verse:Colossians 1:1%or it pleased the Father that in him should
all fulness dwell.



Lesson Text:
The Suffering Servant
Genesis 37:3-4

Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his childbstause heas the
son of his old age: and he made him a coatasly colours.#And when his
brethren saw that their father loved him more thihhis brethren, they
hated him, and could not speak peaceably unto him.
Genesis 37:13-14

And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethred fiee flock in
Shechem? come, and | will send thee unto them.h&nshid to him, Here
am l. 1#And he said to him, Go, | pray thee, see whethiee ivell with thy
brethren, and well with the flocks; and bring medvagain. So he sent
him out of the vale of Hebron, and he came to Séech
Genesis 37:23

And it came to pass, when Joseph was come untwrétisren, that they
stript Joseph out of his codiis coat ofmany colours thatvas on him;
Genesis 37:28

Then there passed by Midianites merchantmen; addfew and lifted
up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to tiradslites for twenty
pieces of silver: and they brought Joseph into Egypt.
Genesis 39:1-2

And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potigragfficer of
Pharaoh, captain of the guard, an Egyptian, bokightof the hands of the
Ishmeelites, which had brought him down thit#&nd the LORD was with
Joseph, and he was a prosperous man; and he weshouse of his
master the Egyptian.
Genesis 39:20

And Joseph's master took him, and put him intgtison, a place where
the king's prisonensere bound: and he was there in the prison.

The Exalted Sovereign
Genesis 41:14

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and theyHirbing hastily out of
the dungeon: and he shavedself, and changed his raiment, and came in
unto Pharaoh.
Genesis 41:39-40

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as Godlnatred thee all
this, thereis none so discreet and wise as thoti 4°Thou shalt be over my



house, and according unto thy word shall all myptede ruled: only in
the throne will | be greater than thou.
Genesis 41:45

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath-paaa&dhhge gave him
to wife Asenath the daughter of Poti-pherah prié€dn. And Joseph went
out overall the land of Egypt.

The Universal Savior
Genesis 41:49

And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the sgayneh, until he left
numbering; foiit was without number.
Genesis 41:56

And the famine was over all the face of the eatid Joseph opened all
the storehouses, and sold unto the Egyptians;renthinine waxed sore in
the land of Egypt.
Genesis 42:3

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy coixgypt.
Genesis 45:1-2

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before ahilthat stood by him;
and he cried, Cause every man to go out from md.tAare stood no man
with him, while Joseph made himself known untolristhren2And he
wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the house ofa®hdreard.
Genesis 45:15

Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and wept upem: and after that
his brethren talked with him.
Genesis 47:12

And Joseph nourished his father, and his bretlaned all his father's
household, with bread, accordingtheir families.

Questions for Study

The Suffering Servant

1. Compare Jacob's love for Joseph with God'sflavElis Son.

2. How can we account for the resentment that Josépothers had
toward him and that many people had toward Jesus?

3. How should we respond to the picture of Chhat wve see in this part
of Joseph's life?

The Exalted Sovereign

4. How did Joseph's release from prison compa@htest's resurrection



from the grave?

5. How does Pharaoh illustrate God the Fatherigndbntext'?

6. What attitudes did the Egyptians have towareégloshat we have
toward Christ?

The Universal Savior

7. What does Christ's bread do that Joseph's ndegypt could not do?
8. What lessons can we learn from the nature @plos forgiveness?

Analyzing the Passage

Philippians 2:1-1 1 gives a vivid picture of dpk's antitype, Jesus
Christ. Christ went far below Joseph in His huntidia and rose far above
him in His exaltation.

The coat of many colours (Gen.37:3) showed Ja®g@ecial love for his
son, possibly even his intention to give him thethoight. Although
Joseph's brothers became jealous, the Bible ddesritioize what Jacob
did.

The Midianites who bought Joseph were desceaddrishmael, the son
of Abraham according to the flesh. Joseph was biofegltwenty pieces of
silver and then resold into slavery. Jesus was f&wolthirty pieces, which
is said to have been the price of a slave.

According to some sources, Joseph's new namphnéath-paaneah
(Gen.41:45), could have meant "savior of the woflde "salvation” that
Joseph brought was not only for his own peoplealsd for everyone who
desired it, Hebrew and Gentile alike.

Principles and Applications

The Suffering Servant

1. Joseph was the beloved son of his father. Ciwridte beloved Son of
God (Gen.37:3). Jacob made his love for Joseph eear; God did the
same for Christ, sometimes even with an audibleesvgMatthew 3:17,
12:18, 17:5).

2. Joseph was hated by his brethren, Christ wagsisiek and rejected of
men " (Gen.37:4). (Compare Isaiah 53:3). "He camte his own and his
own received him not" (John 1:11). Joseph was hatedis brethren
because he brought to his father a report of #hairdeeds (Genesis 37:2).
Envy had much to do with this hatred (compare Gen&g:1 1 with
Matthew 27:18). Jesus was hated not only by Hisvielews but also by
others.



3. Joseph willingly obeyed his father's commandudelways did the will
of His Father (Gen.37:13). Our Lord's testimony Wlado always those
things that please him" (John 8:29). His words etHSemane—"Not my
will but thine, be done" (Luke 22:42) show, cleaHys surrender to His
Father's will.

4. Joseph left the fellowship of his father toveehis brethren: Christ left
the fellowship of His to save the world (Gen.37:1@ply the Father and
the Son will ever fully know the extent of that sAce. Jesus came even
though He knew that suffering and death awaited.Himsaw beyond the
cross to the joy of providing salvation (Hebrews2)2

5. Joseph was insulted and shamed Jesus endureslotBe of human
treatment (Gen.37:23). Compare Isaiah 53:3-7. th bases the intent was
to Strip the victims of their dignity and honor dity.

6. Joseph was sold by his brethren for silver; daegas sold by a fellow
Jew for silver. (Gen.37:28). Selling a brotherdaow figure is an insult and
a crime. Selling Christ, the Lord of the universe fnere silver was
unspeakably vile.

Without question, this rates as the worst busitrass-action in history.

7. Joseph suffered and was imprisoned Christ sdfethe just for the
unjust (Gen.39:20). In fact, it was Joseph's rdftesain that sent him to
prison. And it was Christ's innocence that took Homthe cross (Isaiah
53:9). He suffered "that he might bring us to GadPeter 3:18). False
witnesses testified against both Joseph and JeSese§is 39:14-19.
Matthew 26:59,-60). The innocent one was takenthedyuilty one freed
(Genesis 39:20, Matthew 27:26).

The Exalted Sovereign

8. Joseph was brought out of prison: Jesus wagjbtawp from the prison
of death (Gen.41:14). In both cases, the chande ptace suddenly and
decisively.

9. Joseph's wisdom excelled all others, in Chnstred all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge (Gen.41:39). When Jesus wdseitemple at the
age of twelve, all that heard Him were astonishedis understanding and
answers (Luke 2:41-47).

10. Joseph was exalted to a king '.s position; s€hnto exalted to a
position at the Father’s right hand (Gen.41:39-8)th were worthy of
that exaltation. All power of the kingdom was givenboth Joseph and
Jesus (Genesis 41:39-41, Matthew 28:18). They caold minister to



others and impart life on a far broader scope.

11. Joseph was given a new name; Jesus was gimamae that is above
every name (Gen.41:45). Every knee bowed to Joseypdry knee will
finally bow to our Lord (Isaiah 45:23). "Neither tisere salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaveengamong men
whereby we must be saved- (Acts 4: 12).

The Universal Savior

12. Joseph provided natural bread for all: Jesusviges spiritual
nourishment for all. (Gen.56-57). Joseph's supphg weemingly beyond
measure, and Christ's provision is definitely mtivan adequate for the
whole world. The important question is, am | fuliylizing that provision?
13. Joseph wept with and forgave his brothers Jesusuched by the
infirmities of mankind and forgives their sin (Gé5s:1-2, 15). Joseph was
deeply moved when his brothers doubted his forgisenGen.50:15-17).
How must the Lord feel if we doubt His promise ¢ogive and cleanse the
repentant?

Important Teachings

1. Joseph was the beloved son of his father; Cisriie beloved Son of
God (Gen.37:3).

2. Joseph was hated by his brethren; Christ waspisked and rejected of
men" (Gen.37:4).

3. Joseph willingly obeyed his father's commandudalways did the will
of His Father (Gen.37:13).

4. Joseph left the fellowship of his father to gelms brethren; Christ left
the fellowship of His Father to save the world (@&mnl4).

5. Joseph was insulted and shamed; Jesus enderaditst of human
treatment (Gen.37:23).

6. Joseph was sold by his brethren for silver,desas sold by a fellow
Jew for silver (Gen.37:28).

7. Joseph suffered and was imprisoned unjustlyisCsuffered, the just
for the unjust (Gen.39:20).

8. Joseph was brought out of prison; Jesus wagbtay from the prison
of death (Gen.41:14).

9. Joseph's wisdom excelled all others; in Christred all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge (Gen.41:39).

10. Joseph was exalted to a king's position; Ciuast exalted to a position



at the Father's right hand (Gen.41:39-40).

11. Joseph was given a new name; Jesus was ghemeathat is above
every name (Gen.41:45).

12. Joseph provided natural bread for all; Jesogighes spiritual
nourishment for all (Gen.41:49, 56-57).

13. Joseph wept with and forgave his brothers;slsstouched by the
infirmities of mankind and forgives their sin (G&5:1-2, 15).

14. Both Joseph and Jesus were hated for exptigirgorethren’s sins
(Genesis 37:2-4; John 15:18).

15. Both Joseph and Jesus had their coats takentfiem (Genesis 37:23;
Matthew 27:35).

16. Both Joseph and Jesus were turned over @Behgles (Genesis
37:28, 36; Matthew 27:2).

Answers to Questions

1. Compare Jacob’s love for Joseph with God's forélis Son.

Jacob's love for Joseph was a tender attachmeatsede was the son of
his old age. Probably Jacob spent more time with im teaching and
companionship. Joseph's character and willing @megd brought him into
favor with his father. Jacob seems to have plaffoedoseph to have the
birthright.

God loved Jesus because He was as an "only SdtiifrtoJesus also had
full and unalterable commitment to the Father'd.vBecause of Jesus'
sacrificial obedience, God exalted Him to His righnd.

2. How con we account for the resentment that Joseprothers had
toward him and that many people had toward Jesus?

Evil men, beginning with Cain, have always hated tighteous. John
states this principle. "Not as Cain, who was ot thecked one, and slew
his brother. And wherefore slew he him? BecauseWwisworks were evil,
and his brother's righteous. Marvel not, my brethiethe world hate you"
(2 John 3:12, 13). Envy also filled the heartshafse who opposed Joseph
and Jesus (Genesis 37:4, 11; Matthew 27:18).

3. How should we respond to the picture of Chhsit tve see in this part
of Joseph's life?

We should follow the example of Christ and be faithand true to the
Father even if we are persecuted for it. We shbelgatient and faithful
under suffering and false accusation. Our heaxsldhoverflow with love



to Christ for leaving the Father and suffering hiiation for our salvation.
4. How did Josephs release from prison comparehtost® resurrection
from the brave?

In both cases, the change took place suddenly ecididely. Both rose to
the right hand of the king with all power given aitthem.

5. How does Pharaoh illustrate God the Fatherigndbntext?

The power of the kingdom was rightfully his to gite Joseph. Even
though he gave all authority to Joseph, he remaasethe supreme ruler.
Both of these facts are also true of God and Christ

6. What attitudes did the Egyptians have towarcegdlosthat we should
have toward Christ?

They bowed the knee to Joseph. They accepted msindm. They
followed his directions. They acknowledged thatythere his servants
because he had saved their lives.

7. What does Christ's bread do that Joseph's ndegypt could not do?
Christ's bread gives us an abundant life here terda life hereafter as we
partake of His Spirit. See John 6:25-71.

8. What lessons can we learn from the nature @plos forgiveness?

We learn, from the example of Joseph, of God'sthgsarning to forgive
men. God wants to forgive men rather than conddremt We learn that
the vilest sinner can be forgiven. We learn thaenethough the brothers
sinned against Joseph, he held no personal maaest them. Our sin is
totally against God Himself, yet He desires to aoestus. We also learn
that, after the sinner is forgiven, he is nourisHean the unlimited
storehouses of God's grace as Joseph nourishedtiers with food from
the storehouses of Egypt.

Summarizing the Lesson

Joseph's life clearly foreshadows that of ourdL&tep by step his life
illustrated the humiliation, exaltation, and congas of Christ. And yet,
Joseph was not a perfect man; therefore, he isarrfect type. Christ
went far below Joseph in His humiliation and roae dbove him in His
exaltation.

May we, by the grace of Christ, follow the exdenpf Joseph and Christ
that we might point men to the only Saviour of warld.



