Lesson 10 — 4 April 2010
Abram and God — the Covenant of Faith
Lesson ScopeGenesis Chapters 15 to 17 and 21

Lesson Focus

God appeared to Abram soon after he had redootednd the people of
Sodom (chapter 15). On Abram's return from thisamitous victory, Mel-
chizedek met him and blessed him. Abram gave titbddelchizedek as
priest of the most high God, but he had refuseklep any of the spoils
for himself.

The Lord's words "Fear not, Abram suggest tlaheeded special en-
couragement at this time. Abram had refused earéwiard for his deed of
mercy. His rescue effort must have seemed in vai@enwhe saw Lot return
to the wicked city of Sodom. Furthermore, the Lenfomise to make of
Abram a great nation seemed no closer to fulfilltrtean it had ever been.
In these circumstances, God spoke to reassureatt$ul servant.

God calls His people to a strong commitment tmd¢lf. As men of
faith accept His direction and patiently enduréaiith, God leads them in a
growing understanding of His purposes.

Try to make this lesson practical to your Claistjourney. Notice that
God's promised blessings always require obediencdetlae lesson also
shows the vastness of God's plan in providing fisrgéople.

Lesson Aim: To identify principles involved in a covenant t@aship with
God.

Theme Verse:Deuteronomy 7:9.

“Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is Gole ffaithful God,
which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that lovn and keep his
commandments to a thousand generations.”



Lesson Text
"Unto Thy Seed Have | Given This Land"
Genesis 15:1-6

After these things the word of theokb came unto Abram in a vision,
saying, Fear not, Abram:am thy shield,and thy exceeding great reward.
2And Abram said, Lord @D, what wilt thou give me, seeing | go childless,
and the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damms?3And Abram
said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: anane born in my house
is mine heir4And, behold, the word of thedrb came unto him, saying,
This shall not be thine heir; but he that shall ediorth out of thine own
bowels shall be thine heirAnd he brought him forth abroad, and said,
Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if tl@uable to number
them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seedAmd he believed in the
LoRD; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
Genesis 15:18

In the same day thedrD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto
thy seed have I given this land, from the riveEgipt unto the great river,
the river Euphrates:
Genesis 16:3

And Sarai Abram's wife took Hagar her maid the Egyp after Abram
had dwelt ten years in the land of Canaan, and gavdo her husband
Abram to be his wife.
Genesis 16:16

And Abramwas fourscore and six years old, when Hagar bare Ishtoa
Abram.
"Thou Shalt Be a Father of Many Nations"
Genesis 17:1

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, tbed_appeared to
Abram, and said unto himam the Almighty God; walk before me, and be
thou perfect.
Genesis 17:4-5

As for me, behold, my covenaistwith thee, and thou shalt be a father of
many nations®Neither shall thy name any more be called Abran,thy
name shall be Abraham; for a father of many natieng | made thee.
Genesis 17:10



This is my covenant, which ye shall keep, between me andayd thy
seed after thee; Every man child among you shatdifsemcised.
Genesis 17:15-16

And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wifegu shalt not call
her name Sarai, but Sarahell her namebe. 18And | will bless her, and
give thee a son also of her: yea, | will bless bhad she shall ba mother
of nations; kings of people shall be of her.
Genesis 17:19

And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee aistdeed; and thou shalt
call his name Isaac: and | will establish my covemnaith him for an ever-
lasting covenantand with his seed after him.
"In Isaac Shall Thy Seed Be Called"
Genesis 21:3-12

And Abraham called the name of his son that was boto him, whom
Sarah bare to him, Isaa®nd Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being
eight days old, as God had commanded hkitmd Abraham was an hun-
dred years old, when his son Isaac was born umo BAnd Sarah said,
God hath made me to laugio, that all that hear will laugh with méAnd
she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, thaalSahould have
given children suck? for | have bohim a son in his old agéAnd the
child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made & fg&st thesame day
that Isaac was weane®nd Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian,
which she had born unto Abraham, mocki#fyVherefore she said unto
Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son:hi®ison of this bond-
woman shall not be heir with my saven with Isaac1?And the thing was
very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his d&and God said unto
Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight beeao$ the lad, and be-
cause of thy bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath saitd thee, hearken
unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed beecall

Questions for Study

"Unto Thy Seed Have | Given This Land"

1. Why might have God chosen to confirm His coveéaarhis time?

2. Why are faith and endurance essential in themgwf a covenant with
God?

3. Did the fact that God imputed righteousnessito éiminate Abram's
need for obedience? Explain.



"Thou Shalt Be a Father of Many Nations"

4. What was the purpose of circumcision?

5. What does the name Almighty God suggest in tegarthe promise
made to Abraham?

"In Isaac Shall Thy Seed Be Called"

6. Why was it important that Abraham send Ishmaglyé?

7. Who was the seed through which all the natidn$e world would he
blessed'?

Analyzing the Passage

God appeared to Abram in his times of speciadnencouraging him)
and revealing His plans step by step. Abram exptessncern about the
promised seed (Gen.15:3), and the Lord reassuradifat the promised
child would be his own rather than a servant bormis house. At least
fourteen years passed before the Lord promisedS3hedi would be the
mother of the promised son (Gen.17:16). Sarai'sngiHagar to be
Abram’'s wife (Gen.16:3) does not neccessarily sholack of faith on
Abram's part. They were acting, although perhapsatiantly, on the basis
of what God had revealed to them thus far. OnlywBarai was ninety
years old, and well past child-hearing age, did Gmakal that she would
indeed be the mother of the promised child (Gedd)7:

Genesis 17:1 marks the first time that the Lidehtified Himself as the

Almighty God. The Hebrew original, EI-Shaddai, cegs the idea of God
as the all-sufficient source of blessing and fuliteéss. Apart from this
power. Abram and Sarai could not have had a chittieir old age.
Also significant is God's change of Abram’'s nam@loaham (father of a
multitude) and of Sarai to Sarah (princess). Betbee promised son was
born, God was renewing the covenant and introducirggmcision as the
sign of that covenant (Gen.17:10).

Principles and Applications

"Unto Thy Seed Have | Given This Land"

1. God provides stability by revealing Himself iretmidst of life’s turmoil
(Gen.15:1). God revealed Himself to Abram as aldhaed a reward. He
provides stability because He faithfully fulfillsisHpromises. We are se-
cure because God is our shield. We know that falithfserving Him
brings a sure reward. Even if men would take dex; live are secure, be-



cause they can never destroy our soul.

2. Covenant relationships call for faith and conmeaint (Gen.15:3-4 and
6). God promised to make of Abram a great natioan(®2:2). Later He
revealed that Abram's own son would become his (&&n.15:4). Still
later God revealed that Isaac, rather than Ishnvealild he the son of
promise. (Gen.17:21). God reveals His plan one ateptime. We tend to
become impatient when God seems slow to meet @d. rigaithful endur-
ance is needed to realize the promised blessings.

"Thou Shalt Be a Father of Many Nations"

3. Man benefits from God's covenants as he isngiltio lead a holy life
(Gen.17:1, 4-5). God's covenants offer man riclsddfeys but they will be
lost if man fails to keep his part of the agreem&ud gave Abraham and
his seed the promise of Canaan, but He later atlajuelah to be carried
away captive because of their disobedience (Jere¥al7-20). Abram
saw beyond Canaan to the heavenly city. He sawgtbater inheritance
that would he far more valuable than any piecerofigd on this sin-cursed
earth (Hebrews 11:10). What a motivation to walkatiness!

4. God's covenant requires obedience to divinectiine (Gen.17:10). God
commanded circumcision as a token or a remindédreo€ovenant. Only as
Abraham obeyed would God multiply him exceedinghake nations of
him, and give him an everlasting possession.

At baptism we vowed to renounce Satan, the word,@ur own sinful de-
sires. We promised to submit to Christ and His Wlordthe remainder of
our lives. The need to keep our part of the coveisamngoing

5. God's covenant will be performed according te ¢Hvine plan and pur-
pose. (Gen.17:15-16, 19). Abram and Sarai had idéasit how God
might fulfill His promises, but they needed to aldjtheir thinking as time
went on and God revealed more details. Each oktlesails important in
God's timetable.

"In Isaac Shall Thy Seed Be Called"

6. God fulfilled His covenant as He promised (Gé&r324). Isaac was born
according to promise at the time God appointedt Bhen the fulness of
the time was come, God sent forth His Son" (Galatid:4). As foretold,
Christ has brought salvation blessings to the meopkvery nation. There
hath not failed one word of all his good promiske’Kings 8:50).

7. God's covenant relationship must be in compéawdh His intended
plan (Gen.21:6, 8-12). God's plan was to fulfillsHiromise to Abraham



through Isaac. Ishmael would not be part of thas&ihg or share in the in-
heritance. God promised to provide for Ishmael Hatdid not want the

child of the bondwoman to be heir with Sarah'scthilhese two sons typ-
ify the contrast between those who are born offhet and those who are
born of the flesh (Galatians 4:22-31).

Important Teachings

1. God provides stability by revealing Himself retmidst of life's turmoill
(Gen.15:1).

2. Covenant relationships call for faith and conmeint (Gen.15:3-4, 6).
3. Man benefits from God's covenants as he isngiltio lead a holy life
(Gen.17:1, 4-5).

4. God's covenant requires obedience to divinetine (Gen.17:10).

5. God's covenant will be performed according te ¢lvine plan and pur-
pose (Gen.17:15-16, 19).

6. God fulfilled His covenant as He promised (G&r824).

7. God's continued covenant relationship must beompliance with His
intended plan (Gen.21:6, 8-12).

8. God's covenant rests on His power to perforrm(TCe18).

9. Covenant relationships are tested when man gadeto help God ful-
fill His commitments and promises (Gen.16:3).

Answers to Questions

1. Why might God have chosen to confirm His covem@dihis time?

God knew that Abram'’s faith needed strengthenirbiatime. Abram and
Sarai were getting older, and the natural prospétiaving a son was di-
minishing. God's confirmation gave Abraham hopdraga

2. Why are faith and endurance essential in rengithe reward of a cove-
nant with God?

Faith in God is necessary because what is impessgitth man is possible
with God. Faith is needed because God counts ttigbteousness. Endur-
ance is needed because the reward is given onllyose who faithfully
serve God. The reward may not come for years #feepromise. Abraham
waited for years, and some of the covenant promigae not fulfilled
even in his lifetime. Abram believed God and saevrward afar off.

3. Did the fact that God imputed righteousnessito éiminate Abram's
need for obedience? Explain.



No. Faith produces obedience. A person who doeshey God does not
really believe Him. The rewards of obedience aredgenough and the
punishment for sin severe enough that a persondvwoat disobey God if
he believed Him. "For as the body without the $p&ridead, so faith with-
out works is dead also" (James 2:26).

4. What was the purpose of circumcision?

Circumcision was given as a token of the covermn¢minder that Abram
and his posterity were specially separated unto. God

5. What does the name Almighty God suggest in tegarthe promise
made to Abraham?

This name suggests that God was powerful enoudtlfith His promise.
Even though it seemed that Abraham and Sarah wereltl to have a
child, God could and did fulfill His promise.

6. Why was it important that Abraham send Ishmaely&

God's promise was to be fulfilled through Isaabmiael did not share the
same faith and consequently did not share in tbgsbig. Ishmael typified
those who are born after the flesh; they may notaga of the spiritual
blessings enjoyed by those who are born after fhet $Galatians 4:22-
31).

7. Who was the seed through which all the natidn$e world would be
blessed?

Christ provided salvation for both Jew and Genti;who receive Him
are blessed (Galatians 3:16).

Summarizing the Lesson

"Behold the days come saith the Lord. that | wikhkea a new covenant
with the house of Israel, and with the house ofabuaot according to the
covenant that | made with their fathers in the tlet | took them by the
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt: whitly covenant they
brake, although | was an husband unto them, dagth_ord: but this shall
he the covenant that | will make with the housdsodiel: After those days
saith the Lord, | will put my law in their inwardagds, and write it in their
hearts and | will be their God, and they shall hepeople. And they shall
teach no more every man his neighbour and everymsabrother saying,
Know the LORD, for they shall all know, me from tleast of them unto
the greatest of them, saith the Lord for | willgive their iniquity and |

will remember their sin no more. (Jeremiah 31:34)-3



Research Guide

1. Read Romans 4:9-13 for inspiration on the taddethhe covenant of the
seed.

2. Read the conditions of the covenant in Gendési3-2.

3. For parallel passages read Genesis 12:7; Geh8slgl-17; Genesis
15:7-18; Genesis 17:7-10; Genesis 18:18; Genesi$52B; Genesis
28:14-15; and Genesis 35:12.



