Lesson 6 — 6 December 2009
Christ in the Midst of the Churches

Lesson ScopeRevelation 3

Lesson Focus

This lesson continues the subject of last weelssole. The title is the
same, and the aim is very similar. But this lessofresh, because new
situations and conditions are in focus. Those wyerabme will certainly
triumph.

Sardis was a commercial city lying between Smymé Rhiladelphia. In
A.D. 17 Sardis was devastated by an earthquake) fich she never
fully recovered. At the time of this writing Chrideclared that spiritually,
she was already dead.

Philadelphia, located east of Sardis, was destrayeide same earthquake
that ruined Sardis. Quakes recurred for twentys/aéterward. A Christian
witness continued in this city until modern times.

Laodicea was situated near Colosse. The city edjgyeat wealth and
commercial prosperity. This church was in a verymgiaous spiritual
condition. She was being lulled to sleep by malisrra

The letters in this lesson are especially appleablour day with regard to
the revival and charismatic movements in the Ptateéschurches, the true
Anabaptist remnant, and the general apostasy aCtosstendom.

The focus of this lesson is upon the promises ¢o"ttivercomer.” This is
one of the seven parts of each letter as mentiomdlge focus section of
Lesson 5. At some point in this study it would befpable to note these
references in all of the letters. Study questiomber 3 could be broadened
to include this idea. This question could be puthedl of order and used as
an introduction or a conclusion to this study. kyrbe most effective if
you list the promises. In this way they could b@sidered in the order
given and it would take less time.

The church of Jesus Christ will be triumphant. e tmidst of deception
and apostasy the faithful remnant is spurred orth®y promises "to him
that overcometh."”



Lesson Aint To draw present-day applications from Christ'sssages to
the churches in Asia.

Theme Verse

Revelation 3:5He that overcometh, the same shall be clothedtite
raiment; and | will not blot out his name out oéthook of life, but | will
confess his name before my Father, and beforengisis

Lesson Text
Dying Sardis
Rev. 3:1-5

And unto the angel of the church in Sardis writeg3e things saith he
that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the setaas;d know thy works,
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art.ck&e watchful, and
strengthen the things which remain, that are rdadgie: for | have not
found thy works perfect before Go#Remember therefore how thou hast
received and heard, and hold fast, and repenhelfefore thou shalt not
watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thoutshat know what hour |
will come upon theefThou hast a few names even in Sardis which have
not defiled their garments; and they shall walkhwite in white: for they
are worthy.5He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed irtewh
raiment; and | will not blot out his name out oéthook of life, but I will
confess his name before my Father, and beforenigisis:
Loyal Philadelphia
Rev. 3:7-12

And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia &yrithese things saith
he that is holy, he that is true, he that hath kbg of David, he that
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, andamoopeneth8l know
thy works: behold, | have set before thee an opmr,dand no man can
shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and Hesgpt my word, and hast not
denied my name®Behold, | will make them of the synagogue of Satan,
which say they are Jews, and are not, but do éapld, | will make them
to come and worship before thy feet, and to knoat tthave loved thee.
10Because thou hast kept the word of my patiencdsd will keep thee
from the hour of temptation, which shall come umtinthe world, to try
them that dwell upon the eartHBehold, | come quickly: hold that fast
which thou hast, that no man take thy cro¥hlim that overcometh will |



make a pillar in the temple of my God, and he shpalho more out: and |
will write upon him the name of my God, and the eanf the city of my
God,which isnew Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heavem fry
God: and will write upon himmy new name.
Lukewarm Laodicea
Rev. 3:14-22

And unto the angel of the church of the Laodicearite; These things
saith the Amen, the faithful and true witness, lleginning of the creation
of God; 13 know thy works, that thou art neither cold not:Havould thou
wert cold or hot16So then because thou art lukewarm, and neitherremid
hot, | will spue thee out of my moutiiBecause thou sayest, | am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of nothingkandest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, rraked:18l counsel
thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thoayest be rich; and white
raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, #mat the shame of thy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesd#hat,thou mayest see.
19As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten: be zedlmrsfore, and repent.
20Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any rhaar my voice, and
open the door, | will come in to him, and will swith him, and he with
me.21To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with nmemy throne, even
as | also overcame, and am set down with my Fathérs throne22He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirihsaitto the churches.

Questions for Study

Dying Sardis

1. In what ways was the church in Sardis failing?

2. What remedies did Christ offer them?

3. What rewards did Christ promise the overcomers?

Loyal Philadelphia

4. What encouragements did Christ give to the dhirdhiladelphia?

5. How was this church demonstrating their loyadtyChrist? How can we
show our loyalty?

Lukewarm Laodicea

6. Why is the state of lukewarmness so serious?tVdl&a some con-
tributing factors?

7. How can we maintain faith and simplicity in ageaof material
prosperity?



Analyzing the Passage

The spiritual state of the church in Sardis isingit They were known as a
church that was alive but Christ declared themealdrad(3:1). Namein
verse 1 refers to reputation, but in 3:4 it reterendividuals. A few people
were being faithful. It was to them thahite raiment(3:5) was promised.
This signifies cleansing and purity.

The church in Philadelphia was being faithful te 8criptures and loyal to
Christ. Christ is portrayed as being in authorihd aover-ruling in their
behalf.

Jesus said they had "kept the word of my patie(82:0) they had been
faithful under test. He promised to vindicate th@hfful and to keep them
from the tribulation that will come upon the wicked

Laodicea is the only one of the seven churches ribe¢ived no com-
mendation whatsoever. Christ was on the outsidersgentrance. This is
not a call to prayer and devotion, as some sugbetg call to salvation.
Lukewarmness describes a state in which the pdrasmo sense of need.
That is why beingold is preferred. A cold person is more likely to bée
need of repentance.

Rebuke and chastening give evidences of Christe. Id’hose who
overcome are promised a position with Christ in tHrene.

Principles and Applications

Dying Sardis

1. A profession of spiritual life and a show of vitalwithout scriptural
obedience fall short of true Christianity (3:1).

The charismatic movement, with its emphasis orgifie of the Spirit and
the miraculous, while overlooking sin, is an exaenpf this teaching.
Many were led astray because it seemed so conginCiloser home is the
apostasy of the Mennonite Church. Many give glowiagtimonies for
Christ while living in disobedience to the Scrigsr Love for Christ
moves a person to obey His teachings.

2. An honest return to the truth is the only curedpiritual deadness (3:2-
3).

This took place in the Mennonite Church, when saveee not willing to
follow the apostasy. Doctrinal issues were involvadinances were being
lost. In such ties the church needs to "be watthfahd "hold
fast.” We must remember how we have "received aadd)" lest we also



let the truth slip from us.

3. The faithful remnant rewarded (3:4-5).

What more could anyone ask than to be worthy otevtdiment and to be
listed in the Lamb's Book of Life? This promise glibinspire faith and
spiritual courage in these times of apostasy.

Loyal Philadelphia

4. The saints’ rest secure in the providential caré&od (3:7).

It is comforting to know that Christ is superintémgland overruling in the
lives of His children. He is able to take all ofr@xperiences and use them
for our good. If He allows it, we can bear it. They of escape from
temptation is part of the plan of redemption thhati§& has provided.

5. The righteous are spared from the wrath and judgroéod (3:10).
Noah's family was saved from the Flood. Lot anddaisghters escaped the
overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah. God made a diffe¥detween Israel
and the Egyptians in regard to the plagues uporptEdyod will also
deliver His people from the great day of His wrttht is yet to come.

6. The overcomer is promised a place in the heaventdiom (3:12).

Being a pillar in the temple denotes a significplaice of responsibility.
The New Jerusalem will be the headquarters of timg I&f kings. Those
who overcome will dwell there and reign with Him.

Lukewarm Laodicea

7. Christ rejects half-heartedness and indifferenc&%31L6).
Luke-warmness is inconsistent with discipleship anoss bearing. Why
should Christ accept such indifference, when He willsag to lay down
His life for our salvation? We are called to dilgesffort and a high level
of commitment. Our love for Him must be wholehedraed sincere.

8. Wealth and luxury lead to spiritual poverty. (3:-18).

Christ taught that riches make it hard to enter khmgdom. Paul told
Timothy that even the desire to be rich is ensigaaimd drowning. "For the
love of money is the root of all evil" (1 Timothy9%10). These warnings
may not be taken lightly. We face spiritual danigecause of our wealth.
"But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven"t{Mav 6:20).

9. Christ seeks entrance into the heart of every pe(3®0).

He seeks the salvation of all men. He rebukes &adtens; He calls and
knocks but the repenting is ours to do. We respgonopening the door
and inviting Him into our hearts. By doing so, waex into a fellowship
that is mutually enriching.



Important Teachings

1. A profession of spiritual life and a show ofahty without Scriptural
obedience falls short of true Christianity (3:1).

2. An honest return to the truth is the only curedpiritual deadness (3:2-
3).

. The faithful remnant will be rewarded (3:4-5).

. The saints’ rest secure in the providential cdr@od (3:7).

. The righteous are spared from the wrath andmaihg of God (3:10).

. The overcomer is promised a place in the hegnengdom (3:12).

. Christ rejects half-heartedness and indifferdBckEs>-16).

. Wealth and luxury lead to spiritual poverty (8:18).

. Christ seeks entrance into the heart of eversome(3:19).
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Answers to Questions

1. In what ways was the church in Sardis failing?

The text states that this church was failing inrtiarks. Also, they were
not holding fast to the teaching that they had iveck Apostasy was
increasing. Faith and works rise and fall togetki®ey are inseparable. The
church in Sardis was not being watchful.

2. What remedies did Christ offer them?

They were to remember what they had been taughthatdito it. They
were to turn around and reclaim what had beenitosheir practice of
Christianity. They were to be watchful and readyGairrist's return.

3. What rewards did Christ promise the overcomers?

He promised to clothe them in white raiment—a detian of their
righteousness. He would include them in the BookLibé¢; they were
among the saved. He would own them before the Faimause they were
part of God's family.

4. What encouragements did Christ give to the chundhhiladelphia?
Christ was placing before this church an open doormnan could prevent
them from fulfilling His purposes. They would beaspd from the
judgment to come and be included in the New Jeeusal

5. How was this church demonstrating their loyaltyCiorist? How can we
show our loyalty?

They had a little strength and were willing to benaority group. They
were faithful to the teachings of Christ and theurch. They openly
confessed that they were disciples of Christ, iigas of the cost.



We demonstrate our loyalty by a life of obediercéhe Scriptures. We are
satisfied to be a small group who have separatethdblves from the
larger body because of apostasy. We show loyaltyodipg faithful in
evangelizing the lost.

6. Why is the state of lukewarmness so serious? What same
contributing factors?

The state of luke warmness is serious becausaikesvarm are satisfied
that they are all right; consequently they do nense their need of
salvation. They are deceived. Some contributingofacare gradualism,
materialism, the lusts of the flesh, and the dédeiss of the heart,

7. How can we maintain faith and simplicity in an agfematerial pros-
perity?

We must keep our affection on things above. We rfivethumbly and
sacrificially. We must lay up treasure in heavengbying to the cause of
Christ and the needs of others. We must profit fib® counsels and
rebukes of Christ through the church.

Summarizing the Lesson

Many churches of the past have failed to keep Hith.f Some have

remained true. Let us chart a course in our daywilhpreserve the faith.

"And let us not be weary in well doing: for in deseason we shall reap, if
we faint not" (Galatians 6:9).

Research Guide
1. Read 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:10.

Notice especially verse 9 as a parallel Scrgpta Revelation 3:10.
2. Compare 2 Timothy 3.



