Lesson 6 — 6 June 2010
Joseph, a Faithful Servant
Lesson Scopefsenesis 41

Lesson Focus

Joseph's astonishing, instantaneous rise frosonmr to second ruler in
the kingdom is explainable only by the providendeGod. Joseph had
proven himself faithful. Jacob, Potiphar, the keepk the prison, and
Pharaoh all recognized the traits of a trustwostywant in Joseph.

Joseph was thirty years old when he stood bétbexaoh. Thirteen years
earlier he had dreamed some dreams that foreteldutiare. Although it
might have seemed impossible that they would déléd especially when
he was imprisoned, God was working according to ¢¥is timetable to
bring Joseph's dreams to reality. Joseph illustréite truth "he that is
faithful in that which is least is faithful also much" (Luke 16:10).

Many people crave positions of authority angpoesibility. Only those
who have demonstrated a servant mentality are wolyhy of responsible
positions. In some ways those in high positionsnaoee of a servant than
it may appear, because they are responsible to pewple and for more
people. The best servants are usually the oneswatke the best masters.

The aspect of storing for the future has a glaysaind a spiritual applica-
tion. God's people should be conservative finahcidl is also a good
practice to grow and preserve our own food. Theitspi theme is the
most important. As parents we should be presergirgpiritual heritage
that will be of value to our children, whateverurg circumstances they
may face.

God was using the events of this lesson forralrar of purposes. (1) Jo-
seph was elevated to high position. (2) God wasimgoto reunite Joseph
with his family. (3) Pharaoh's court had a witnegshe true God. (4) The
whole family of Israel was being brought into Egypt
God gives His children varied stewardship responsibilities. In their ser-
vice, whether lowly or great, God always requires faithful ness.

Lesson Aim: To portray qualities of a faithful servant.



Theme Verse 1 Corinthians 4:2.
Moreover it is required in stewards that a mandumd faithful.

Lesson Text
The Humble Revealer
Genesis 41:14-16

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and theyHirbing hastily out of
the dungeon: and he shaved himself, and changedihent, and came in
unto Pharaoh!>*And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, | have dreamed andrea
and there is none that can interpret it: and | Haeard say of thee, that
thou canst understand a dream to interpré¢And Joseph answered Phar-
aoh, saying, It is not in me: God shall give Phhran answer of peace.
Genesis 41:25

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Phasamine: God hath
shewed Pharaoh what he is about to do.
Genesis 41:32

And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaobetwi is because the
thing is established by God, and God will shortiyng it to pass.
The Wise Adviser
Genesis 41:33-41

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discredtvaise, and set him
over the land of Egyp84.et Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint officers
over the land, and take up the fifth part of thedlaf Egypt in the seven
plenteous years>And let them gather all the food of those good gehat
come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaah)edrthem keep food
in the cities36And that food shall be for store to the land agdine seven
years of famine, which shall be in the land of Hgypat the land perish
not through the famine.

37And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh,iaride eyes of all
his servants38And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find auane
as this is, a man in whom the Spirit of God3¥™d Pharaoh said unto Jo-
seph, Forasmuch as God hath shewed thee allliei® is none so discreet
and wise as thou art®Thou shalt be over my house, and according unto
thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in tireone will | be greater
than thou#1And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, | have sebtezall the
land of Egypt.



The Able Administrator
Genesis 41:50-57

And unto Joseph were born two sons before the y&faf@mine came,
which Asenath the daughter of Potipherah priesOaf bare unto him.
51And Joseph called the name of the firstborn Maradser God, said he,
hath made me forget all my toil, and all my fathéouse>2And the name
of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath choseto be fruitful in
the land of my affliction.

53And the seven years of plenteousness, that waseitand of Egypt,
were ended>#And the seven years of dearth began to come, aogoas
Joseph had said: and the dearth was in all landsnall the land of Egypt
there was bread>And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the-pe
ple cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh sdmlalhthe Egyptians, Go
unto Joseph; what he saith to you, e&f#&\nd the famine was over all the
face of the earth: and Joseph opened all the stosels, and sold unto the
Egyptians; and the famine waxed sore in the lanf8gyjpt.5’And all coun-
tries came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy corrgabee that the famine
was so sore in all lands.

Questions for Study
The Humble Revealer

1. What is significant about Joseph's preparatiogfore he came into
Pharaoh's presence?

2. What did Joseph's reply to Pharaoh (Gen.41eM®al about his charac-
ter?

3. How is it possible to remain humble in a positad authority?

The Wise Adviser

4. What motivated the advice that Joseph gave &oaéh?

5. How should we be preparing for future distre8se

The Able Administrator

6. What do verses 51 and 52 tell us about Joseptitsok?

7. What benefits were realized because of Jos&ptiifulness?

Analyzing the Passage

Because Joseph was held in a dungeon (Gen.41l.@4phebded some
preparation in order to be presentable to Phardaseph did not show a
"poor me" attitude to the Egyptian officials.



Joseph clearly explained the meaning of Pharaaot#and The advice
given in Gen.41-.32-36 was a continuation of thangily inspired inter-
pretation of the dream.

Pharaoh quickly elevated Joseph to high positioen(&l-.40, 41), but
maintaining that position required diligence. Pbaraetained power to
demote Joseph as suddenly as he had promoted him.

By giving Joseph a prominent Egyptian wife, Pharaals paving the

way for Joseph to be accepted in high society. #idmes of his sons drew
attention to God and showed that Joseph still iledtwith his Hebrew
family. Egypt was ever a land of sojourn for Joseph

It is impossible to estimate the amount of humaatld@nd suffering that
Joseph prevented by conserving food and then dispeeit to the needy.
The famine was a global catastrophe (Gen.41:56-57).

Principles and Applications

The Humble Revealer

1. A faithful servant develops respectful habitei(@1:14). Our appear-
ance says something about our outlook on life. Mloelern fad of an un-
kempt appearance is not becoming to the peopleodf @/earing jeans for
dress up occasions, going without a belt, and dguieat shaving are a part
of this trend. As ambassadors of the King, we dereportray slovenli-
ness.

2. A trustworthy servant attributes all honor abdity to God (Gen.41:15,
16). Nothing spoils a God-given talent as doesepniobthing graces it like
humility. Attributing our ability to God is only ght, for what have we that
we did not receive? When the ungodly commend usv@kbehaved chil-
dren or our work ethic, we should quickly pointrthéo God and take no
honor to ourselves.

3. A faithful servant endeavors to be straightfaxvand clear in his com-
munication of truth (Gen.41:25, 32). The catastropamine Joseph fore-
told was reason for fear, but Joseph deliveredrtessage with confidence
and trust in God. We could also fail by not presentruth forthrightly
enough. Many will label the message of coming judgm

as fanatical, but we can deliver it without apoldggcause we know it is
true.

The Wise Adviser

4. A faithful servant understands the importancedistretion, fore-and



frugality. (Gen.41:33-36). Joseph's conservativicigs during the years
of plenty saved many lives during the years of faanOur lifestyle should
be known for careful saving rather than prodigargpng. We should also
value our spiritual heritage and carefully presexapiritual legacy for our
children.

5. Humility, honesty and sincerity give the faithfervant a persuasive in-
fluence. (Gen.41:37-39). Joseph was promoted beaause other had the
Spirit of God as he did. A Christian should be thest trustworthy em-
ployer or employee. Can others count on us to mgeappointments? Are
our verbal commitments reliable? Faithfulness iesthareas will set us
apart from the ungodly.

6. The faithful servant demonstrates the guidan€eGod's Spirit
(Gen.41:38-39). Beginning the day by asking Goditect us will help us
maintain a God-consciousness throughout the day.shdelld ask God.
first of all, to keep our hearts pure and secontlyhelp us make wise
choices. God will then help us in the many smatlislens that ultimately
determine the course of our lives.

7. A faithful servant is the one most like to basted with greater respon-
sibilities (Gen.41:40- 41). Possibly Pharaoh knewrenabout Joseph's
previous experiences than is recorded. Faithfulisels such a rare com-
modity that it will not go unnoticed. Most posit®of responsibility are at-
tained through diligence. God is also watching aildreward us accord-
ingly in the future (Matthew 25:14-30).

The Able Administrator

8. A Faithful servant remembers God in the midst pybsperity
(Gen.41:50- 52). Joseph remembered to thank Godhifosuccess. Our
tendency is to become proud and self-sufficientrwtiengs go well. God
sometimes removes prosperity so that we learn fwdygerly grateful.

9. A faithful servant remains focused on his resjality in good or ill.
(Gen.41:53-55). When we concentrate on serviceeratian on personal
gain we can maintain our emotional equilibrium. @thise we will be-
come exalted when things go well and discourageshvthey do not.

10. A faithful servant will always be willing to sist others in need
(Gen.41:55 57). The food that Joseph stockpiled eisisibuted to both
Egyptians and foreigners. Joseph typified Christo\provided eternal life
for whosoever will. The physical or spiritual helie offer should never be
denied because of prejudice. “As we have therefpgortunity, let us do



good unto all men, especially unto them who aragha household of
faith.” (Galatians 6:10).

Important Teachings

1. A faithful servant develops respectful habite(Gl1:14).

2. A trustworthy servant attributes all honor abdity to God (Gen.41:15-
16).

3. A faithful servant endeavors to be straightfaxvand clear in his com-
munication of truth (Gen.41:25, 32).

4. A faithful servant understands the importanceistretion, forethought,
and frugality (Gen.41:33-36).

5. Humility, honesty, and sincerity give the faith§ervant a persuasive in-
fluence (Gen.41:37-39).

6. The faithful servant demonstrates the guidanteGod's Spirit
(Gen.41:38-39).

7. A faithful servant is the one most likely to trasted with greater re-
sponsibilities (Gen.41:40-41).

8. A faithful servant remembers God in the midspiafsperity (41:50-52).
9. A faithful servant remains focused on his resgalty in good or ill
(Gen.41:53-55).

10. A faithful servant will always be willing to sist others in need
(Gen.41:55-57).

Answers to Questions

1. What is significant about Joseph's preparatiogfore he came into
Pharaoh's presence?

Joseph wanted to present himself in a respectablenen. This demon-
strated both self-respect and honor for his superide did not try to get
pity by calling attention to his plight.

2. What did Josephs reply to Pharaoh (Gen.41:M@ateabout his charac-
ter?

Joseph was not ashamed of his religion. He showaedlity by not draw-
ing attention to his own abilities. He was confitldmat God knew the in-
terpretation of Pharaoh's dreams.

3. How is it possible to remain humble in a positad authority?

We must ever maintain an attitude of reliance owl.Gaur central goal in
life should not be continued personal advancenirritservice to God and



our fellow men. We should view our office as a trmst a birthright.

4. What motivated the advice that Joseph gave &oaéh?

He was concerned "that the land perish not.” The pb store up food was
a simple approach that demonstrated practical wisdaod had given Jo-
seph these insights.

5. How should we be preparing for future distre8ses

We have unprecedented opportunities to increas&mawledge of God's
Word through study, church attendance, and Bibleoals. The Bible
teaches that we can use material things to layaegsares in heaven. (See
also 1 Timothy 6:18-19). Parents must take theillddmaining responsi-
bilities very seriously.

6. What do verses 51 and 52 tell us about Joseptitsok?

Joseph did not claim to be a self-made man, buattnéuted his success to
God. The naming of his sons is significant. Whiedaid he was forgetting
his past, the very meaning of his sons' names @témtion to his past.
One explanation could be that he was forgiving fangetting the unpleas-
ant things but maintaining his identity with histHer's house. Calling
Egypt "the land of my affliction” indicated that Iséill saw himself as a
foreigner. His homeland was Canaan, the land ahze.

7. What benefits were realized because of Jos&ptiifulness?

Jacob's family was spared from death. Note that likes were threatened
already in the second year of famine, an indicatibits severity. (Com-
pare Gen.42:2 and Gen.45:6). Many Egyptian livesrewspared
(Gen.47:25). The land of Egypt was spared the bogiheavals that ac-
company famines. Many idolatrous Egyptians wereerasare of the true
God because of Joseph's testimony.

Summarizing the Lesson

A faithful servant serves in whatever station Gad balled. Considering
God's work for us should make this a very rease@nptmposition.

All God's servants will be amply rewarded with thegords, "Well done.
thou good and faithful servant:... enter thou thi® joy of thy lord."

Research Guide
Read Psalm 105:16-22.



