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From The Editor’s Desk.
An Attitude Carried About by Earthen Vessels.

As earthen vessels, we are to live by trustinthentreasure, the Lord Je-
sus who dwells within us: "But we have this treasarearthen vessels." 2
Corinthians 4:7. Also, we are to give Him all honand glory as He sus-
tains us day by day through the trials of life:attlihe excellence of the
power may be of God and not of us." In additionh&p us magnify the
treasure that lives in us, there is to be an dtitan outlook carried about
(embraced) by the earthen vessels.

The particular attitude that results in magméyithe treasure is the per-
spective we hold concerning the death of Christw&ys carrying about in
the body the dying of the Lord Jesus." This is alatying in order to live.
Jesus taught this. "For whoever desires to saviddwill lose it, but who-
ever loses his life for My sake will save it" LuRe24. Those who hold on
to the life they received from Adam lose what tlaeg trying to guard and
develop. They never find true life. However, allavtenounce their sinful
natural life and trust in Jesus find a new lifenfrélim. This is the attitude
that followers of Christ are to carry with themf &hyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up hisssrdaily, and follow Me"
Luke 9:23. Day by day, our perspective is to ineladrejection of any life
that we could produce on our own ("deny himseMJ)e are to agree with
God that the self-life always deserves the cro<Sloist ("take up his cross
daily"). This leaves us with only one option: pwsafter Jesus for the life
that He alone can provide ("and follow Me").

Such confessions are in harmony with what alstdeppened to us at
the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. "Thexefie were buried with
Him through baptism [that is, through identificatjonto death, that just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory ofRhther, even so we also
should walk in newness of life" Romans 6:4. Whenplaeed our trust in
the Lord, His death and resurrection became outhdaad resurrection!
This is to be our confidence continually. "Likewigeu also, reckon your-
selves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to G@d@hrist Jesus our Lord"
Romans 6:11.

When we carry about this attitude, we are abtualsting the Lord Je-
sus, the treasure who dwells within us, to livamd through our "earthen
vessels," our humanity: "that the life of Jesu® atsay be manifested in
our body." And thus we can overcome temptationexelcise temperance.
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Overcoming Tempiation.
Part 1 of 2 from a message by Fred Carpenter
Givat Danskin Mennonite Church

| bring you greetings this morning in the name le# tord Jesus, we are
thankful that we have the privilege to ask Him &phus to face tempta-
tion.

I would like you to turn to first Corinthians 10rge 13, this Scripture and
the song that we sang introduces our thought tlishimg of overcoming
temptation, every one of us is tempted, the Bilalgssthat every man is
tempted, it doesn't stop there but it does say ¢katy man is tempted
when he is drawn away of his own lust and enti¢éaines 1:143%0 this is
something all of us relate to, each of us has dppiy, many, many op-
portunities to ask the Saviour to help us to re®stptation and to over-
come.

“Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth thleed lest he fall.'l
Cor. 10:121 think this verse is telling us that if we thithkat we don't have
temptations, that we think that we have always dehat is right, if we
think that we are not in a position where we miglitwhy then we need to
take heed. We need to realise that by nature we hadownward ten-
dency, our carnal nature, and we need the pow&odfin our lives to be
victorious over that to die daily, to crucify tHegh.

Let's read first Corinthians 10:13 together:

“There hath no temptation taken you but sucis @mmon to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be teted above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a wayescape, that ye may
be able to bear it."

We raise several questions in relation to this ghowf overcoming temp-
tation.

1] First of all what is temptation?

Well one thing that it is not is that it is not getther it is a suggestion to
sin or an allurement to sin or an enticement to sin
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In Matthew 4andLuke 4 we have record of Jesus being tempted but we
do know also that the Scripture says that He diginpl Peter 2:2%ays
that He did no sin, when He was reviled, reviled again, when He suf-
fered He threatened not but committed Himself tomHihat judges right-
eously.

So we know that temptation in itself is not sin awmetimes we may
have a great deal of difficulty to discern the eliéince between being
tempted and sinning.

It is a little bit like the account of Christiaratrelling through in Pilgrim's
Progress, and as he was travelling through tha¢wahe book says the
hobgoblins were speaking into his ear and he hbkdrd time to discern
whether it was his own thoughts or whether it wamathing else that was
bringing these thoughts to him.

And so there are times in our lives when it i€ ltkat, we have a great
deal of difficulty to tell the difference betweeataally being tempted and
actually thinking wrong thoughts but then there also times when it is
clear when there is a more distinct line.

Someone has said that we cannot keep the birds flsong over our
heads but we can keep them from making nests ihaur

And | think that is maybe one thing that helpsasiiderstand the differ-
ence between being tempted and actually yieldirtgrtgotation or actually
sinning.

But this Scripture says that there hath no tengotaaken you.

2] Secondly: How does it take us?

There has no temptation taken you, maybe if we evoedd it as “there
has no temptation overtaken you or come upon yowsich as is common
to men.”

How does temptation overtake us or come upon us?

James 1:13 and 14 maybe we could turn to that nawvb will be com-
ing back here, this Scripture helps us to undedsteow temptation takes
us, how it comes upon us:

James 1:13-14:

“Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempte@auf: for God can-
not be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he amyrh

So first of all we understand from this Scriptuhattit does not come
from God, God does not tempt us, even though teioptss allowed by
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God it is not sent by God, it is not that God Mrtg to make us sin be-
cause this verse says: Let no man say when henfged: | am tempted of
God.

God cannot be tempted with evil neither temptethallg man. God is not
interested in making us sin, this is exactly thpagite of the way that He
works, it is the work of God to keep us from siml @0 temptation does not
come from God, He allows it.

| realise that we have for example in Genesis rgpfece that says that
God did tempt Abraham and He wanted him to offehigoson Isaac. As
we compare Scripture with Scripture we understédmad that word tempt
has different meanings, it is more the idea thatl @&sted Abraham and
this Scripture makes it plain that it is not thegmse of God to cause us to
sin.

Notice also verse 14, (James 1) | did stop in tiddia of the sentence
but he says let's not say that we are tempted df God does not tempt us
part in verse 14:

"14But every man is tempted, when he is drawn awadybwn lust, and
enticed.”

How does temptation overtake us?

Well it arises from within, in the mind and in tineart. Every man is
tempted when he is drawn away by what? His own &amd enticed
thereby.

If I did not want it, if | have no desire for it would not tempt me. For
example a dish of rotten potatoes — who would bepted to eat them?
You don't have any desire for them so they domnipteyou.

And a torn and dirty coat who would be temptedutst kfter that, to have
a strong desire to have a torn and dirty coat? Wielbe that could be a
possibility but generally a coat isn't somethingttivould tempt us, it
would rather be something that would be outstandingupposedly pretty
that could be an allurement to us.

An extremely difficult job, again you could add tois list to illustrate
that but what we don't have a desire for doesemapt us but again on the
other hand what we do have a desire for is thegthivat tempts us and
Aachan illustrates this back iloshua 7:21where Joshua had used the lot
to determine that Aachan was the one that wasygaiitl that is why the
children of Israel didn't have victory in their cbat against Ai and Joshua
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said: My son give glory to the God of Israel anctAan said: | saw, | cov-
eted, | took.

That was the order in which things happened; | davsaw among the
spoils a goodly Babylonish garment , a wedge ofl goé saw these things
and he coveted them and so he took them, it was#umence, every man
is drawn when he is drawn away of his own lust.

Now the person who has developed an appetitefongdrink is tempted
by that and the person who has developed an appetitobacco in some
form is tempted by that, and that is one of thewes, that is an illustration
why we need to stay away from things like thist teavhy we need to stay
away from sin because if we stay away from thegsggshwe do not de-
velop an appetite for them, they don't hold any @oaver us that they
otherwise would and we need to realise that.

We need to reckon with our own natural tenden®es,own carnal na-
ture, and you know if you never listen to the ragho won't have an appe-
tite for what it presents, that is the way it wqrked you can apply that
and | can apply that to many areas of our lives.

Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of s tusts. So we
need to stay away from sin so that we do not devaloappetite for it so
that it doesn't have nearly so much of an appeas$to

My carnal nature is bent toward sin and if | fee&nd we all can do that,
if we feed our carnal nature the more we feedatgtnonger it will become
and the more of an appeal it will have to us ahgp@lver we will need to
resist it and to overcome it, the more help we ndéed from God to over-
come that temptation.

Every man is tempted and is drawn away of his avstsl

So how does this overtake us? Why it arises frothimvin the mind and
in the heart.

And how does this overtake us, in the third place?

The devil brings us many temptations to sin.

Maybe this is what you think of first in relatioo temptation that it
comes from the devil, and it is true that the déviVery instrumental in
tempting us to sin and when | referred to the hbbge whispering many
things into Christian’s ear that is the kind ofnthpithat the devil is involved
in. You know that he is trying to present us witltowof ideas and just like
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he did to Eve there in the Garden of Eden and sl ook at this tree, it
is good, it is good to eat and God is keeping shimgtback from you.

Making it look appealing, it is the way the devibsks. The devil brings
us many temptations to sin.

The Scripture says ihuke 4:1-2 and Jesus was led by the Spirit into the
wilderness being forty days being tempted of thalde
He was there in the wilderness forty days tempfesatan.

2 Corinthians 10:11lest Satan should get an advantage of us for e ar
not ignorant of his devices

Satan is definitely very much involved in temptatiave understand that,
he has many forces working with him we also neerktadise, | gave it in
the order that | did because it is important that don't just blame the
devil. | think maybe you have seen it already, Been it not so recently
but earlier in my life on some vehicles and pedmd it written on their
back "The devil made me do it."

Well that is an easy excuse to say you know I'nreally responsible, the
devil made me do it! But that is not Scripture,ttisanot a justifiable rea-
son, it is not a good reason to try justify ouri@ts, it may be that we
yielded to the temptation that the devil broughuy and all of us have,
but that doesn’t mean we are then innocent jusaulme he was the devil
who tempted us because we are the ones who haymoter to choose
what we will do, what we will think, what we willay, how we will feel
toward other people, whether we will have grudgewards them or
whether we will have a forgiving spirit, those otes that we make and
many more where we are tempted to sin.

Now this text also says that there has no temptasiken you but such as
IS common to man.

In what ways is temptation common to man?

Well first of all no one escapes being tempted]ames 1:14ve read but
every man is tempted when he is drawn away of WS loists. But every
man is tempted, no-one escapes it and furtherwgthéemptation is often
difficult it can be borne successfullyames 1:13ays: Blessed is the man
that does what? That endureth temptation for wreers liried he shall re-
ceive the crown of life which the Lord has promisedhem that love Him.
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No one has to yield to it. That is not a foregooeaatusion that we are
victims and that we just absolutely cannot do aingtio help ourselves
but rather the Scripture teaches that there is fapés.

Temptations overcome have a common potential fadga us and in
this way they are common to man, when they overctivam they have a
common potential for good in us.

James 1:2-3:

"My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into wdirs temptations;
3Knowing this, that the trying of your faith workeplatience."

And he goes on and adds to that list.

You know it is the difficulties in life that canake us strong and tempta-
tion is one of those difficulties that can makesttong. We think about
how in a physical natural way you know what happenthe child who is
three years old and never lifts anything heavianttvhat he has lifted so
far, what happens to him? What will he be like bg time he is 30? Well
he will still be as strong as the three-year-old tei surely won't be a 30-
year-old, he won't have the strength of a 30-yddyrand that is how it is
with us in a spiritual sense, if we are never wglto face what is hard well
we are not going to become any stronger.

Think of it in relation to our children in school.

What would happen to a child who would never dotlaing more than
first grade work?

Sounds appealing to children in school, sometirhey think it would be
pretty nice but it really doesn't work that way, st don't develop that
way, we don't develop in the strength and we warliet more than jelly-
fish, we want to be able to have some backbonewam to be able to
stand up and so we need to realise that temptatieaome will have a
common potential for good in us.

The trying of your faith worketh patience.

| know that we are not inclined to ask for trouidewe are not inclined to
do that, we are especially not inclined to wishnthepon others or we
shouldn't desire them upon ourselves either, wé damt hard things and
yet as we face them we find that God uses theneifegpond properly, in
faith God uses them to make us stronger.

In what ways is temptation common to man?

Well a fourth answer is that all are tempted ireéhbasic areas.
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I would like us to turn to first John 2:15-16, mayipou can quote these
verses from memory but otherwise turn to them.
1 John 2:15-16The Scripture says, let's say it together:

"Love not the world, neither the things that asré¢he world. If any man
love the world, the love of the Father is not imhiéFor all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of tlyes and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but is of the world."

All that is in the world.

You think about these three things; the lust of fleeh, the lust of the
eyes and the pride of life. Can you think of anppéation that would not
fall into one of those three categories?

The lust of the flesh is the appetite of the boakether it be eating or
drinking or many other things we know that the bddgires. These are the
lusts of the flesh.

And the lust of the eyes that is the affectiond tten so easily be led
astray, the lust of the eyes.

And the pride of life, the desires and ambitioret the are tempted to rise
up to and exalt ourselves and try to make a nameurselves or try to be
important or try to be maybe above others.

The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes andptinge of life.

| believe that all of temptations fall into onetb&se three categories and |
believe also that Eve and Adam were tempted orettiese pointsGene-
sis 3:6says:

And when the woman saw that the tree was gooddod,fWhat's that?
Well it is the lust of the flesh. And when the wamsaw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was pleasant to the gyédsat's that? Well that is
the lust of the eyes. it was pleasant to the egdstlaat is was a tree to be
desired to make one wise, What's that? Well tkta¢'pride of life.

It is these three basic areas where all men arptéshand you can look
also atViatthew 4andLuke 4where our Lord Jesus was tempted, Matthew
and Luke do not list these temptations in exadty same order, we take
them in the sequence in which Luke lists thémke 4:1-13 the first ap-
peal of the devil to Jesus was: Command this stioaieit be made bread.
Well what was that?

-9-
g Ask the Saviour to help you, He will carry you tigb. j\\ﬁi




ﬁ THE AUSTRALIAN ANABAPTIST VOL. 8 NO 6 —JUNE 2011 12

The Scripture tells us that Jesus had fasted fata4@ and 40 nights and
after that He was hungered. So the devil was tryintpke advantage of
His hunger to stir Him into doing something thatswarong: Command
this stone that it be made bread, feed your flgatisfy your hunger, it's all
right to eat, well sure it is, but he was temptilggus here to take advan-
tage of His divine powers to satisfy the needs f ¢%vn human body in
which He dwelt and Jesus recognised that as wrong.

Command this stone that it be made bread — it Wwadust of the flesh
that he was appealing to.

And again in verse six: All this power will | givilaee and the glory of
them if you will fall down and worship me. All thiswill give you, lust of
the eyes, you can have this and then the thircedl#ie pride of life; Cast
thyself down, God will take care of you and you ¢hmk of yourself as
someone important.

Let's turn toHebrews 4:14-16.

As | see in these three temptations that are decothe Scriptures make
it plain that these are not the only temptationsctvlour Lord Jesus faced
but I believe that these are recorded to help aeratand the truth of He-
brews 4 verses 14 to 16:

"Seeing then that we have a great high priest,ishaassed into the heav-
ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast odegsmn.15For we have
not an high priest which cannot be touched withfé®ding of our infirmi-
ties; but was in all points tempted like as we ge¢,without sinl16Let us
therefore come boldly unto the throne of gracet Wemay obtain mercy,
and find grace to help in time of need."

Verse 15 we could read in the positive sense |gatvia negatives out, we
have a high priest which can be touched with tledirfg of our infirmities.
He was in all points tempted like as we are yehaut sin. It is saying the
same thing here.

What does it mean that He was in all points tempkedas we are?

Well discussing this with a brother one time he en#lus comment, he
said: Well we know that Jesus was never temptdtat@ a wife because
he didn't have a wife.
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And for myself I'd probably be inclined to thinkathHe had every par-
ticular temptation that we have, | am not so shet it does mean that, but
| think perhaps rather it is just as that illustatthat not every possible
temptation that a human could face that Jesus fanaglbe He faced the
that a different level, I'm not saying that it waghat way, but it does one
thing that satisfies my mind in relation to it sdyere in Hebrews that He
was tempted in all points like as we are yet withsin, it is this compari-
son of the three basic areas of temptation toghmgptations that He faced.

| believe that this is perhaps one thing that igoicus here or maybe it
goes further than that. It would be interestingpéar your thoughts in rela-
tion to that but in what sense are they commonda

Editor’'s note: This message will be concluded m dhly issue and perhaps each
of us could in the intervening ties consider how/tdmptations that Jesus faced
are common to all of us.

THE ANABAPTIST VIEW OF CONVERSION.

Spiritual conversion is “the changing of purpakeection and spirit of
life from one of self-seeking and enmity toward Godne of love toward
God and man." it is to turn from sin to salvatibecoming a new creature
in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).

The following consideration of Anabaptist cortidas regarding conver-
sion contrasts their Biblical view with the viewktbeir opponents.
Contrasted with the Roman Catholic View.

As the early church drifted away from the teagiiof the apostles, the
emerging Roman Catholic Church taught that savimgitnwas miracu-
lously received through the sacraments. They betiethat Communion
was the partaking of the physical body and bloo€lfist and that infant
baptism washed away original sin. They believed thanversion con-
sisted essentially in the acceptance of a creedtlamdauthority of the
church."

In contrast, Anabaptists believed that salvatieas by faith, and that
baptism and Communion do not in themselves havagawerit. Anabap-
tists spoke of the "sign of baptism,” and of Comioa as "this visible
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sign,"” recognizing them as symbols of Christ's emgi@g work in the be-
liever. Menno Simons wrote, "I know of a certairthat... a defaming,
slandering person is no Christian, or anybody urpassionate or cruel,
even if he is baptized a hundred times and attdrelsord's Supper.”
Contrasted with the Protestant View.

Martin Luther was deeply impressed with the [@aral truth that "the
just shall live by faith” (Romans 1:17; Galatian$13 Hebrews 10:38). He
rejected supposedly meritorious works, prayerdjngs, pilgrimages, and
selling of indulgences.

Ironically, however, Luther hardly differed frothe Catholics regarding
sacramentalism, basically maintaining the Cathaiéws regarding com-
munion and baptism. Considering that Luther's gesaphasis was faith,
this position seems indefensible. Luther's viewwahmunion and baptism,
compared to Menno Simons' understanding given alipves credence to
the observation that Menno Simons "was more cargighan Luther and
others in his teaching on this point.”

The basic difference between the Anabaptistslartder regarding con-
version was not the question of salvation by gthceugh faith (Ephesians
2:8), but a Scriptural understanding of faith. lartand most other Protes
tants emphasized doctrine, tending to isolateifpractice.

Anabaptists recognized that Bible doctrine cano® separated from
practice. Faith is more than an inner convictidnincludes an outward
manifestation. Lutherans and other Protestantse@fsalvation as [to be
declared righteous]. In contrast, Anabaptists ersiged [to be made right-
eous], or [to be made pious or God-fearing.]If tteer Protestants found
the center of gravity in doctrine, [the Anabapligitaced it in life." This
emphasis that salvation has tangible outward eceléras been described
as an existential understanding of justificatiorcastrasted with the theo-
logical view of most Protestants.

The Anabaptists taught that in conversion, tekeber is justified from
sin rather than in sin. Menno Simons, in condemriveggLutheran under-
standing of faith, wrote, they begin to sing a psal[The cord is cut asun-
der and we are at liberty] . . . Any one who canhread this, that if he live
ever so carnally, is a good evangelical man, afigeabrother. And should
someone come, who would in true and sincere loshoaish or reprove
them, and direct them to Jesus Christ and to Heérike, sacraments and
unblameable example, and show that it does notrbedbe Christian to
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carouse and drink, and to revile and curse, &c.must from that time
hear, that he is a legalist [teacher of holinesswbyks], one who would
take heaven by storm, a factionist, a fanatic guoayite, a defamer of the
sacrament, or an anabaptist.”

Protestants were quick to accuse Anabaptisbeldving in justification
by works.

An Anabaptist response was "for we know thatwark, insofar as it is
our work, is naught but sin and unrighteousness:ifaofar as it is of
Christ and done by Christ in us, so far it is truth

Summarizing the consideration of faith, Anabstistmaintained that con-
version results in a changed life in Christ, attratearly held forth in
Ephesians 2:8-10.

Protestants generally emphasize verses 8 aode@poking the contin-
ued teaching in verse 10 that, in being saved hgegthrough faith, "we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus uoda gvorks, which God
hash before ordained that we should walk in them."

The Anabaptists also rejected the Protestaashing of predestination
held by Ulrich Zwingli and emphasized by John Qahtven Luther did
not believe in the free will of man. He once congoman's will to a beast
to be ridden by either God or Satan. "If God dieré¢on, it wills and goes
where God will.... If Satan sits thereon it willsdagoes as Satan will. Nor
is it in the power of its own will, to choose to weh rider it will run, nor
which it will seek; but the riders themselves carisevhich shall have and
hold it."

In contrast, the Anabaptists emphasized that imanfree moral agent,
who of his own free will chooses or rejects salwatiThe Martyrs Mirror
contains a confession of faith, written about 1608en Calvinism was in
the ascendancy in the Netherlands. This statenmehides an article on
the will that teaches that "this saving grace ofl@not limited to a few
particular men, but... He has extended His gracalltof Adam's race,"
thus denying the Calvinist teaching of limited aorent. It further con-
fesses that "all men who now in this time of grheéeve and accept the
Gospel attain unto life, but all who do not belig¢hie Gospel, but voluntar-
ily reject it, will receive death as their portidn.

Contrasted with the Quietist and later Pietist Vievs.

During the Reformation, a Bible scholar namedpgea Schwenckfeld be-
lieved much like the Anabaptists but chose to renraihe Protestant state
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church, avoiding persecution. His position is nefdrto as quietism or
[standing still].

About a century after the Reformation, men sashPhilip Spener be-
came dissatisfied with the coldness and carnalityhe Protestant state
churches. These men, known as Pietists, emphaaizgritual relation-
ship with Christ and pious living. Both the quigtiaind the Pietists empha-
sized the glory and joy of the Christian life. Tl@siphasis has been de-
scribed by some as the "sweet Christ."

Anabaptists rejected this avoidance of the cafgsersecution. To them
conversion was a commitment to [to unreservedlio¥olChrist], even in
suffering. Following Christ in suffering has beeesdribed as the "bitter
Christ." Already in 1524, Grebel said of Zwingliher had avoided perse-
cution through compromise, "All men adhere to tHenause they preach
a sinful sweet Christ." Hans Haffner wrote in 153%he world accepts
Christ as a gift, but it does not know Him as desurig Christ."

To the Anabaptists, conversion was not primaaify emotional experi-
ence, it was a commitment to accept Christ's darssalvation and to take
up the cross of self-denial and suffering.

The Anabaptists of the Reformation period hdcaptural understand-
ing that differed from those of Catholics and Pstdats. Are we maintain-
ing the Scriptural understanding that conversiahukes a decisive change
of life, expressing itself in yieldedness, obedendiscipleship, and sepa-
ration?

Brother Glenn. Adapted from the Eastern Mennonite Historical Jal®cto-
ber 2007. (Ed. The words in [....] are the Englistnlations from German given
in the original article.)
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Shifting Sand

| love my early morning, hour long walk on thealoh. | go whatever the
weather (except in heavy rain) and | think the 8rhbke best are when the
sky is grey and overcast and the sea is rough.

Normally | walk on firm sand, but this mornindpe tide was very high
and | had to walk on the soft sand. It was haragjoi

Every so often | would hit a firmer patch andduld stride out again,
only to suddenly put my foot down into a soft patsthsand and it was
back to plodding and struggling along. | only hadaarow strip of sand to
walk on, and tree branches, that had been washday upe sea, to step
over. High sand dunes on one side of me and trehiog waves on the
other. And as | plodded along | got to thinking ablife.

We all have a road to walk - sometimes it ietéd with obstacles (like
the tree branches), sometimes we feel like we iakeng (like walking on
soft, shifting sand) and then at other times weadle to walk unhindered
and enjoy the journey (the firm sand).

| thought about the narrow strip of sand | hadvalk on (the narrow
road?), and those things and situations that cdamgside us on our walk
- the crashing sea (those difficult people perhgpa® the high sandhills
(problems looming?) and we feel we are getting sgeé in on all sides.

Sometimes the walk gets too hard and | thinkuin back. Then | look
out to sea and on the horizon see a gap in the doeyls, and the silver
rays of sunlight beaming through onto the grey dafeet hit some firm
sand, the sandhills are opening out to grass amedshe tide is going out.
So | keep walking; thinking, I'll never take thatri sand | usually walk on
for granted again. | get to my turning point an@déack along the beach
(by this time the tide has receded enough thah ieak the whole way on
firm sand). | look up and see big patches of blkyg the sun streaming
down, and the sea sparkling and dancing in theghunl

Life gets hard sometimes. We feel like givingthp struggle... turning
back. It all just gets too hard.

But God is there with us. He gives us the fiand and the rays of sun-
shine. Do you see them? Or are you focused onbtbiades?

God and His Word is our firm foundation (2 TimotByl9), underneath
our soft, shifting sand (Matthew 7:26). He will et our foot slip (Psalm
121:3). And underneath are the everlasting armst@enomy 33:27).
(© Lynda Helen Kay 2010) Used by permission.
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TEMPERANCE.
From a message by David M Fisher
given at Pleasant Valley Mennonite Church.

| would like to think about temperance this moga | find the text in2
Peter 1:1-13 In verse 6 we notice the word “temperance,” as of the
things that needs to be added to our faith. Ve2sdstalk about the provi-
sion that has been made so that we can be partakéns divine nature,
which is “through the knowledge of God, and of 3esur Lord.” (v.2)
Through all that it is by the shed blood of JeshsisT as it is applied to
our hearts and lives. It makes it possible sowsamight be able to “walk
in newness of life.(Romans 6:4)

Colossians 3:1-falks about this walking in newness of life. Vi then
be risen with Christ, seek those things which davea, where Christ sit-
teth on the right hand of God. Set your affectionthings above, not on
things on the earth. For ye are dead, and yoeridithid with Christ in
God.” If we have the blood applied to our heartd &ves, are risen with
Christ, if it is our aim in life to seek those tgsarwhich are above, then
consequently we will be “temperate in all thingag'l Corinthians 9:25
says. Or, may | ask you the question, “Will we?”

We realize man is given to extremes and inctersises. So it is impor-
tant that we have this teaching, that we are reedraf what God expects
of us. Or, at least, | need that and especiallyathink of the area of tem-
perance this morning. We notice in our text thtugh we know those
things, yet, from time to time we need to be rerathtb “be established in
the present truth.” (v.12)

As we consider the definition of the word tengrare, it has to do with
being “moderate, discrete and not given to extrem&se carnal man de-
fines this as being moderate and discrete and sektontrolled not just
in that which is right and good but that which ieong as well. They ap-
ply being temperate in right or wrong. When thél8iuses the word
“temperance,” it is usually in reference to selfittol in that which is right
in itself rather than the thought that doing ddittvrong is okay. As long
as we do not overdo it and as long as we are ngfhtaor get into trouble.

The Christian’s motivation for temperance orf-sehtrol comes from
within, realizing that even a good thing can berdeae and can adversely
affect us as well as those around us. Whereag;aimal man in general
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practices self-control (temperance sometimes) i®olwn benefit or even
to manipulate others. Sometimes he is forced ¢éoseff-control because of
outward control or the consequences of doing wrondpeing out of con-
trol. But even the consequences of doing wrond mat always help a
carnal man to be temperate. There are times wherments of passion,
or anger, or for various other reasons, he willbetemperate.

Romans 7 give a picture of a man out of contrdlave never quite
thought of it that way as | noticed it here in thisdy. A man out of con-
trol doing the things he does not want to do anddwing the things he
wants to do. Intemperate on either side | supp&senans 7:14-21"For
we know that the law is spiritual: but | am carrsald under sin. For that
which 1 do | allow not: for what | would, that dabt; but what | hate, that
do I. If then I do that which I would not, | comgeunto the law that it is
good. Now then itis no more | that do it, but giat dwelleth in me. For |
know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth gmod thing: for to will is
present with me; but how to perform that whichasd | find not. For the
good that | would | do not: but the evil which | wd not, that | do. Now
if 1 do that | would not, it is no more | that di but sin that dwelleth in
me. | find then a law, that, when | would do goedlil is present with
me.” It certainly is a picture of a man or a persut of control. Notice
verses 15, 18 and19 again. Now that is the canaal

Does the spiritual man (or the Christian) finknéelf out of control
sometimes? Certainly not in the things that we ld/@onsider gross sins.
The teaching of the Word of God in our homes, inawrches, as well as
the grace of God pretty well helps us in thosesatkat we do not get too
far out. Also we do realize that we are accountabl&od. Remember Jo-
seph realized that. When he was faced with theraths of Potiphar's
wife he said, “How then can | do this great wickesis and sin against
God?” (Genesis 39:9)Finally, when she caught him by his garments, he
left the garments and fled. Today, you and | aseamly accountable to
God, we are accountable within our own home, weaao®untable to the
Church our brethren.

Another word we could use for temperance, anchaet noticed that in
the definition of the word “moderation.Philippians 4:4—1ses that word
“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again | say, Regoid_et your moderation
be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. Beftdifor nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thankisg let your requests
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be made known unto God. And the peace of God,wbésseth all under-
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds thrdtigist Jesus.” It is only
as we truly “rejoice in the Lord,” are “careful fapthing,” or overly con-
cerned, we make our requests “known unto Godby.prayer and suppli-
cation with thanksgiving,” it is only then that vean truly be temperate
and moderate in all things. Otherwise we feel thathave to make things
work out. We feel that we are in control. But itas God who is in con-
trol. If we do not allow the peace of God to keep hearts and minds on
Christ Jesus, we will probably find ourselves inkatds of inconsistencies
and extremes in relation to temperance and yetilggsall the while
claiming to be a child of God.

Temperance is something that is generally adimimethe character of
man, yet few are willing to practice the self-d@ime that it takes to attain
it. As we consider the history of man in the Bilds,well as up to the pre-
sent time, we notice that true temperance and ratidarhas seldom been
a part of man’s experience, consistently at leds®e notice that the first
man who was born on the earth got out of contfeéknesis 6:5-8yve also
notice man being out of control. Notice here ia beginning of the chap-
ter the sons of God looking to the daughters ofrttem. “And GOD saw
that the wickedness of man was great in the eartth,that every imagina-
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only evil womally. And it repented
the LORD that he had made man on the earth, agdeived him at his
heart. And the LORD said, | will destroy man whoimave created from
the face of the earth; both man, and beast, andréeping thing, and the
fowls of the air; for it repenteth me that | haveada them. But Noah
found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”

What a sad state of affairs for man to be im.spite of all this, we have
one man who found grace in the eyes of God. Tls&t Moah. He, at the
commandment of God, against all odds that werdt tan ark to the sav-
ing of his house,THebrews 11:7)@as well as carrying human as well as
animal life into the post flood world. And yet soon, man again found
himself in extremes in an effort to gratify himselh effort to make a name
for himself. We are familiar with the building tfe tower of Babel. God
stepped in and took care of that. Finally, GodecaAbraham out of his
father’'s house and chose him and his posteritijis€hosen people. And
in this lineage we do find many faithful.
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But again, we find some in that lineage who duod jpractice moderation
or temperance. Esau is one that would come to.m8momon would be
another one. He wrote facclesiastes 2:1fwhatsoever mine eyes desired
| kept not from them.” And then finally he saidll'is vanity” (Ecclesias-
tes 1:2)— intemperance. The consequences of intemperamben we
have or we notice the nation of Israel as a wholdey rose and fell
largely because of the results of temperance amperance. Down
through history, since Bible times, we find muck game thing. Nations
that paid attention to moral principles, practicedtraint and temperance
became strong. And when temperance was disregasdeduality, vio-
lence were the norm. Then they became weak wrecarbe their down-
fall. 1t works the same way today as nations, lag@hes, as individuals.
We find it in all segments of society and as | @d to, even in the pro-
fessed Christian Church.

Now, bring it closer home. Do you and | perdlynaractice temperance
as we should and could? If we have a constantigmolvith temperance
in our personal life, it will affect our homes aadr churches. Remember,
we had inferred earlier that for the child of Gtemperance is self-control
in that which is right in itself, rather than beitemperate in that which is
wrong. We do well at times to bring these thinggegmembrance as we
noticed in our text. We do well too, at timesgt@luate our concepts and
practices to determine whether we are truly modeeatd temperate in
right things. Or, have we possibly been so aftktig the spirit of the age
around us and though we probably do not run to Sdree excess of riot,”
(1 Peter 4:4pr lack of control with them (at least in some g8 maybe
we are not as far behind them as we think we atienas when it comes to
technology, modern conveniences, luxurious lifestyl

For the true Christian temperance needs to deliberate and habitual
act which will affect a number of things in ourds. It will affect our
manner of speech. It will affect the clothes weary¢he house we live in
and how it is furnished. It will affect the velesl we drive and how many
we drive, or own. It will affect what we eat, hamuch we eat and where
we eat at times (at least on a regular basisyilllaffect at what we work,
and how we work and how much we work.

We immediately notice that these things in thelwes are not wrong.
They are basically vital to our existence. | anh sure if we could always
apply it to our way of life. | suppose you cant maybe that is open to
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debate in relation to the standard that we liveoweler, it is right and
proper to be clothed, to live in houses, to world eameat, but these can be-
come morally wrong and be a corrupting influenceusras well as others
if they are not practiced in temperance.

In light of all this, how do we decide that wive¢ are doing or allow is
temperate or even an indulgence? When that dogsehagmen they be-
come sinful in the eyes of God. One thing is swe will not find our di-
rection in these things from the world. We consitteir goals, their aims,
their appetites, we will not find direction frometim. For our practices to
be acceptable in every area before God, everythiogt be considered
from the premise of the principles of the Word @fd5As we consider the
misuse of right things, id Corinthians 6:12Paul speaks to that. “All
things are lawful unto me, but all things are ngpedient: all things are
lawful for me, but | will not be brought under tpewer of any.” Now we
recognize that he is speaking here about beingdeatgin things that are
right, rather than indulging in things that are mgo And we can apply this
to the various material things that we use, theghiwe do and how we do
them.

The desire to do things right and have thingproper order, whether it
is in our homes, in our clothes, our vehicles, anen in our business, that
desire can easily revert to the desire to be séemea and to the applause
of men. When that is our motive, | think we needde right and proper
and orderly, but when that is our motive, to bensglemen, then it would
be very difficult to be consistent and temperatalinthings. When our
motive is not what it should be, then the things dee and pursue, will
dominate us and bring us under its power, thoughptiactice in itself is
expedient and lawful. However when it is in cohtvbus rather than we
being in control of it, then it is no more expedienlawful for us.

If any of the simple, everyday acts of life opgwur time and efforts to
the point that they rob us of spiritual life, anidairty then they become
unlawful to us though in themselves they are righte fact that we live in
a very affluent society, this thing of accumulatimgterial wealth, and the
lifestyle that goes with it, is probably where Gegeople are affected the
most in relation to intemperance. The world isaog large, worshipping
at the throne of materialism. Most people arergjvalmost their whole
life, their time, their efforts, their talents, thenergy into financial advan-
tage for their own gain. They give little or natiyht to their accountabil-
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ity to God. Nor, to the fact that to whom thesmdis will be when God
says “this night thy soul shall be required of thisen whose shall those
things be?”(Luke 12:20) Remember the rich man there. The things that
he had and the things that he was doing were ragssarily wrong, when
the crops increased it is proper to try and take odthem. But instead of
sharing with others, he got this idea that, “Weediw | can sit back and re-
lax and live the good life for a while.” Gold hascome their god, the
people of the world, because it largely allows thenindulge in the “the
lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, areghde of life,” (1 John
2:16)or what they consider the good life.

Again, we do not go to that extent in our mafepursuits. But, maybe
sometimes we almost forget the warning and the adioo in 1 Timothy
6:4 Paul refers to those that are “proud, knowing mgtfi plus other
things and he says that they even suppose “thatigagodliness.” (v.5)
Now verses 6-12, “But godliness with contentmergreat gain. For we
brought nothing into this world, and it is certawe can carry nothing out.
And having food and raiment let us be therewithtennh But they that
will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, antb many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in destruction areddition. For the love
of money is the root of all evil: which while soroeveted after, they have
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves tHmowgh many sorrows.
But thou, O man of God, flee these things; andWlhafter righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness. Righgood fight of faith, lay
hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also agllend hast professed a
good profession before many withesses.”

Do our material pursuits at times make it diffido flee these things that
can so easily snare and destroy men? Do thegnastmake it difficult to
follow after righteousness? What does it say hgedliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness.” Do they at times make itcditfto “fight the good
fight of faith,” and “lay hold on eternal life?” dthese material things
sometimes make it difficult for us? Do they atdsnmake it difficult to
give ourselves to the work of the Lord and the €h@r Also, if we are not
diligent and temperate in our material pursuitgaih [detrimental to our]
witness and testimony in the community, especialen we have almost
overextended ourselves with a debt load. It céecabur business deal-
ings in the community. Are we known in the comntyiais one that drives
a hard bargain? Now certainly, we should not kreleas, but to always
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haggle and deal for the lowest price can certadelstroy our Christian tes-
timony, as well as always or almost always beinghdaeent in paying our
bills. If we cannot pay it at the moment, if wevha loan that is due and
we cannot pay the interest, the least we can duoamtain our Christian
testimony is to go and talk with the person that avee the money to,
rather than avoid those people.

These types of things happen most always whehave a heavy debt
load, especially this thing of driving hard bargairNow | realize there are
some people that have money and yet it has beconss @f life to them.
Proverbs talks about that person who says, “ltasght, it is naught,”
(Proverbs 20:14it really is not worth it, and then finally when gets it he
goes and boasts about it. Again, while that cgpéa in those cases, it
probably does happen sometimes because of heatjoddb These things
tend to intensify that kind of thing. Also, whilegple in a financial bind
sincerely do not intend to be dishonest but yeait happen so easily by
misrepresenting something. Misrepresenting thomgshe income tax re-
turn. Various things like that. An intemperaterquit of material things
affects family life, affects our availability fohé work of the Church. As |
inferred a bit ago, it will affect our business athé way we do things.
Now while it is important, the Bible talks abouttfact that we need to
look well to the ways of our flock$Proverbs 27:23]We need to be dili-
gent in business, yet it also says we are to gwrseives “a living sacri-
fice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is [our]s@aable service.[Ro-
mans 12:1) And being diligent in business and giving ourselaes both
found in the same chapter of Romans 12.

As we consider material wealth, our business pigrsind work need to be
tempered by the fact that we are called to begaipiland a stranger in this
world as well as the fact that we are called tetegvards of material things
including our abundance. Is our motive in lifesfiof all, to love and serve
the “Lord [our] God with all [our] heart, and . soul, and . . . strength, and
... mind; and [to love] thy neighbour as thysélfuke 10:27) Next to all
this allegiance to God, and loving our neighbown, desire should be to
work with our own hands to supply our basic neenlshat we are not
chargeable to others. And then if and when Gods diess above our
needs for food and raiment, we should be able afichgvto supply the
needs of others, especially in the time of calamsity, and church wide
we do not need insurances because we help eaadhiothese areas.
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By this | am not saying that we should not Igyin store for ourselves
— have a savings account for our own needs if somgtunexpected
turns up or even in old age, lest we become chhlgda others in those
ways. While the stranger and pilgrim concept trialyolves our business
life, it also includes the things that | have rederto earlier such as dress,
homes, eating, vehicles etc. InCorinthians 9:2%we will find a statement
there (I referred to it before) being “temperatealinthings.” Paul says that
the world is temperate at times. The world israes in a race for a “cor-
ruptible crown.” On the other hand, we as thedrkih of God are in a race
for an incorruptible crown or the heavenly city.h\é the world in general
is temperate and deny themselves of a numbermgghto try and win that
corruptible crown they avoid this, they avoid théigy get themselves in
shape. But all they attain is a corruptible crowwwill read verses 24-27,
“Know ye not that they which run in a race run &llit one receiveth the
prize? So run, that ye may obtain. And every nman s$triveth for the mas-
tery is temperate in all things. Now they do itdbtain a corruptible
crown; but we an incorruptible. | therefore so,raot as uncertainly; so
fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But éfaunder my body, and
bring it into subjection: lest that by any meansew | have preached to
others, | myself should be a castaway.” And dsrikt of being temperate
for this corruptible crown, there is not just omewn at the end of the
road. Itis for all of us that are faithful to teed. It does not matter if we
get there first or last or anywhere between, whenedhe natural race . . .
it must be a disappointment sometimes when juss miby a couple of
inches because someone got it before we didhat will not happen in the
race for the incorruptible crown as we are faithful

Two more Scriptures in closinglitus 2:1-2“But speak thou the things
which become sound doctrine: That the aged mesober, grave, temper-
ate, sound in faith, in charity, in patience.” Wfen think of younger
people being intemperate, but here the older mersilt told to be tem-
perate. In fact it is a part of sound doctrineowNyet, Colossians 3:17, 23
“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all ia ttame of the Lord Je-
sus, giving thanks to God and the Father by hinrAnd whatsoever ye do,
do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto meMNbdw these verses do not
specifically speak to temperance as such, but tieetainly are involved
and included in temperance. In fact they are fbhbthe key to it. So
again, whatsoever we do, may we be temperate thiais.
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Look upon Jesus, sinless is He,
Father, impute His life unto me.
My life of scarlet, my sin and woe
Cover with His life, whiter than snow.

Deep are the wounds, transqression has made,
Red are the stains; my soul is afraid.
O to be covered, Jesus, with Thee,
Safe from the law that now judgeth me.

Longing the joy ofpardon to know,
Jesus holds out 3 robe white 3s snow.
"Lord I accept it! Leaving my own
Gladly I wear Thy pure life alone.”

Reconciled by His death for my sin,
Justified by His life pure and clean.
Sanctified by obeying His word
Glorified when returneth my Lord.
F.E.Belden.

Compiled & Edited by: J van Loon
E-mail: shimara2 @bigpond.com
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