ANABAPTIST MENNONITES: A SCRIPTURAL VIEW OF THE CHURCH.
THE BODY OF CHRIST- THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Upon this ROCK | will build my CHURCH,;
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it
Matthew 16:18

Like all other great doctrines of the Bible thittime of the Church is set forth in Holy Scriptsiia a
clear and full manner as warrants its importanée Greek word that is translated into our Englisindv
Church is ‘ekklesia’ a combination of two Greek d®meaning ‘to call out from’ and has been defined
by one commentator as “a body of believers who len called out from the world, and who are under
the dominion and authority of Jesus Christ. (Evans)

Some short definitions of terminology used to halp understanding of the concept of Church:

1. The visible Churclis the Church here on earth as man sees it.

2. The Church militants the body of Christ maintaining the standardgtiteousness and waging an
aggressive warfare against sin and unrightezsassn

3. The Church of Chrigs the body of true believers in the present dispdon.

4. The Church triumpharthat innumerable body of overcomers whose faithesus Christ enables
them to live an overcoming life here and tarshin the complete triumphs of righteousnessén th
end.

In another sense we speak of the Church as an hlysehbelievers and in our day the name is fre-

qguently applied to houses of worship and to denations.

The church of God is not an afterthought or piom in God's overall plan. Early in Old Testambist
tory, there were godly people faithfully servingdand keeping His Word. The first hint we havehaitt
is in Genesis 4:26When men began to call upon the name of the LandActs 7:38 Stephen referred to
the congregation of Israel during their wanderimgghe wilderness for forty years as “the churcthihia
wilderness” David in Psalm 22:32 testifies likestHiln the midst of the congregation (church) will |
praise Thee."The Tabernacle, the Temple and later the synagogeee erected for the convenience of
sacrifice and congregational worship. Throughakiam and his descendants, later known as Israelites
special, called out, and set apart people camebieitogy. They were physically identified by geneglog
and the rite of circumcision. They were not chodaa to their large nhumbers (see Deuteronomy 7:6-7).
Rather, like Gideon's small band of three hundted,smallness of the Israelite nation allowed Gwod t
show His glory again and again through the victead miracles wrought among them. During the Exo-
dus, God's presence among them was verified imnviloerness by the cloud during the day and pilar o
fire at night.

Over time the Israelite people degenerated ith fand practice. The Church of Christ, the body of
God’s people in this dispensation, was heraldethfior Old Testament prophecies as the prophets soon
began to speak of a new and better day, referarige coming of Jesus and the establishing of an-ev
lasting kingdom that should never be destroyed.

This new day was announced when John the Bajatisé on the scene. He was followed almost imme-



diately by Jesus; both told the people that theaded to repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven was atiha
This was not a literal or civic kingdom but a spial one. To enter it, a change of heart neededk®
place. Fruits of repentance, which evidenced thémge, needed to be brought forth. Genealogy and ci
cumcision were not the determining factors, bubhfei new creature through the new birth.

As God's people in the Old Testament were sat &p bear witness to His glory and greatnessgesas
also began to separate His true followers and Bdigdchurch. He first chose the twelve apostlesyTh
heard Him teach, they worked with Him, and suffeneth Him. Jesus commissioned them to preach the
gospel and continue to build His church. The Sermorthe Mount laid out the way Christ's followers
should live in simple detail. The Church establghg Christ was first heralded forth in prophecsepa-
rations made for it in the ministry of John the Bsip after which it was organized and commissiobgd
Jesus Christ and quickened and empowered at Pehtécom that day forth it has been dedicated ¢o th
one great cause of Christ, making Him and His golspewn to the entire world so that all who head an
desire to be saved can choose to do so. (John B, 10:9) It is for all peoples everywhere andafb
times and this work will go on until Christ returfzs His own and to judge the world.

In the gospel of John, Jesus refers a numbiémes to His followers as sheep, He being the Shiep-
herd. Sheep are timid and helpless creatures. dsppr they need a shepherd to care for them and pro
vide protection. Sheep know their shepherd's vaiaerespond to it. They do not know a strangeliseyo
rather being afraid. Jesus' spiritual sheep, thdseare new creatures in Christ, also know His @@ind
follow Him, being obedient to His commands.

This great Shepherd of the sheep also has iuapisheepfold, which is the church. The plan @dG
through Christ is that His sheep will be gathergd this sheepfold:And other sheep | have, which are
not of this fold: them also | must bring, and tiséwall hear My voice; and there shall be one folj @ane
shepherd(John 10:16). Even the high priest, although he mat a follower of Jesus, spoke of this when
he prophesied of Jesus' dedthnd not for that nation only, but that also He altbgather together in
one the children of God that were scattered abrqddhn 11:52).

SOME DEFINING MARKSOF THE CHURCH

This sheepfold, or church, is not a broad ahthelusive body without boundaries, proper orcdamnd
oneness'!For God is not the author of confusion, but of peaas in all churches of the sain(d' Corin-
thians 14:33), and in verse 4Qgt all things be done decently and in order."

What, then, are some of the defining marks eflibdy of Christ, or the Church established by sesu
Christ? Anabaptist Articles of Faith express théfeing: (1) saving faith, (2) new birth, (3) goeebrks,

(4) her beauty and obedience, (5) faithful minstand (6) unfeigned and godly love. Dr. Philipand-
book has the following points: (1) pure unadultedatioctrine and true ministers, (2) scriptural ase
baptism and the Lord's supper, (3) feet washingsdparating unfaithful members, (5) love, (6) kkep-
ing of all the commandments, voluntarily followi@rist, (7) true believers will be persecuted.

Jesus died on Calvary's cross to purchase ktle,ithe Church. Those who, upon true repentande an
faith in Christ Jesus, are born again are commantald@ baptized. Water baptism is synonymous with
being joined with the Church of God, the body andéof Christ (Acts 2:41).

Only those who are fully agreed with the "alhtis" taught by Jesus and His apostles are baptizes
Acts of the Apostles testifies to the oneness il fand doctrine of those who were brought into fide



lowship."And they, continuing daily with one accord in tieenple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and sirggerof heart(Acts 2:46). Paul writes clearly in Ephe-
sians 4 about the oneness that is expected anticechavithin the body of believers. They were aasep
rated people. No one durst join himself to themt$413).

MEMBERSHIP OF THE CHURCH

The popular idea of church membership is toivecall who want to unite with the body of Chrigte
Church, irrespective of their lifestyle but the Rilnolds to a different standard. The Bible cordisi for
membership are:

1. Faith.—In response to the question, "What doth hindertonkee baptized?" Philip replied, "If thou
believest with all thine heart, thou mayest" (A8t37-38). When the jailer asked, "What must | ddéo
saved?" he received the reply, "Believe on the LJasls Christ" (Acts 16:30-31). Upon evidence i th
faith he was baptized. Since faith is essentiaaiwation (Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:6), it shouldoaie
made a test of membership in the visible Church.

2. Repentance--John the Baptist called for "fruits meet for refaamce" as a requisite for baptizing the
multitudes of people before him. (Matthew 3:7-8}ePe admonition, "Repent, and be baptized" (Acts
2:38), is in harmony with John's attitude. Receite Church any one who is willing to come, and the
chances are that you have a Simon the sorceré&mnamias, or some other unconverted member. Receive
him upon evidence of repentance and you receivevhiose sins have been remitted. Luke 24:47.

3. Conversion—True repentance results in conversion. Peter siwogd this when he said, "Repent ye
therefore, and be converted, that your sins mayiditéed out" (Acts 3:19). Conversion is essentiadal-
vation, and should be held essential to church neeship. To receive unconverted people into the
Church is an injustice to the applicant, for thi#uence of such a procedure is to blind the apptieeth
false hopes; and an injustice to the Church, becaysants more of the leaven of wickedness into i

4. Obedience—You may ask, "How can a person not yet in the Chunanifest obedience?" He can do
as they did on the day of Pentecost: "Gladly" neeéHis word" (Acts 2:41). The convert who comes
dictating terms to the Church is a convert onlpame. While the keeping of ordinances is reservei u
the convert is taken into fellowship, there are ynather commandments which, if the conversion is
genuine, will be obeyed from the time the convernlightened. The Church has a right to expeaba s
missive attitude on the part of every convert.

GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH
As we know from practical experience no organizatto home can function without rules or discipline.
And thus we need Church government based on Scriptu

1. The Church is an Organisslt is important that we think of the Church as thgstical body of
Christ and every member an integral part of it. R&€orinthians 12; Ephesians 2:14-22 and Ephesians
4:11-16.

2. The Church is an Organizatier-Not only is the Church an organism, but also agapization, in
which the members are (or ought to be) properlgteel and organized, properly supplied with officers
and leaders, all subject to Christ the Head arettéd by the Holy Ghost as Leader and Guide.

3. The Church is an Absolute MonarekyChrist is our King. A conception of this fact@ssential to
the highest interests of the body. Equally impdrtart to remember that the Monarch is not somgepo



bishop, presbytery, council, committee, conferencdyoard, but none less than God Himself. Hereaare
few facts: (1) No man was consulted when the Lawsoél was promulgated. (2) There was no referen-
dum submitted to the apostolic Church as to whdtiey should accept or reject the Gospel of Ch{s3t.
There is a fearful penalty attached to any effortrtodify, add to, or subtract from any part of God'
Word. John13:8; Galatians1:8-9; Revelation 22:18Hé&verently we stand in His presence, recognizing
that our Gospel was conceived in the mind of ttimite, and therefore in perfect wisdom and love.

4. Christ is the Heag—Not only the Law but also the leadership of thau€h is furnished by the Al-
mighty. We praise the Lord that it is so, for tiregures perfection in both law and leadership. @édk ito
Jesus Christ as our Head (Colossians 1:18) anuketéloly Ghost as our Leader and Guide (John14:26;
John15:26; John16:13). And as all normal membets®iatural body when in good health are subject
to the head, so are all normal members of the lwddghrist subject to Him as the great Head of the
Church

5. The Bible is Our Discipline—Christ our Head instituted the Gospel as our afléfe, and by it we
are governed. In it we find rules and regulatiamsthe conduct of members, for the supplying ofpero
church officials, for the meeting of problems camfting the Church, for the evangelization of theld.o
In every trial of life, in every question of dispuin every difficulty that may arise, we go to tBespel
of Christ as the final word on all these points.t daly is the Bible our discipline, but the Churish
vested with the responsible duty of seeing that thscipline is made practicable in the life of ve
member.

Two things to be avoided in every church arelifBralism, which takes little or no account oé ther-
sonal life, faith, and conduct of members, andd€galism, which insists on emphasizing technicgitio
an extent that spirituality is crowded out. Thetfleads to anarchy, the second to formalism.

DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH

When Jesus first mentioned building His chukét,also set in order discipline (Matthew 16:13-19;
18:15-18). If someone became disorderly or depdrted the faith, such were to be admonished, seekin
to restore them. (Galatians 6:1). If they did neahor respond, they were to be severed from fshiv
The apostles confirmed this in their writings, gryimore of the how and when of the applicationisf d
cipline.

For such discipline to have the desired efféwt,church needs to be recognized as the body $tCh
The head (Christ) is instructing the body (the chiirvhat to do. To despise or ignore the discipiént®
despise Christ and His Word. The avoidance of tlkesemmunicated is explicitly taught in the Scriptu
and will be practiced by those who love the truth.

Willing obedience to the Word of God is one lo¢ ttlear evidences of the Church of Jesus Chrest. T
take away or ignore any part of the Word or havesmade doctrines is clearly unacceptable, being dis
obedient to the truth.

Another hallmark of the Church is that of lovinge another, caring for and about one anotheh bot
spiritually and materially. A further step of loigeto love one's enemies. Jesus' example and tepfdr-
bids revenge and bearing of arms. Rather, we aghtdao patiently bear unjust treatment and fatsaia
sations, generally referred to as the Doctrineoof-resistance.

The Church of Jesus Christ has believed thrahghcenturies that ministers and deacons should be



chosen from within the membership. These men armedet the qualifications laid out in the Scriptures
being full of the Holy Ghost. Formal education @& the qualifying factor. Just as the Church isrdain
these, she also has the responsibility to dis@pfirsuch become unfaithful. Salaries or a regstgrend
have been carefully avoided, believing that suah ltiader the free and open preaching of the gospel.
Rather, support is provided as needed.

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Church was given a mission by her founder l&img, Jesus Christ. The admonition in 1 Corin-
thians 10:31 that whatsoever we do we are to dim dlie glory of God applies not only to individsiddut
also to the Church as a body. We are to glorify Gesgus Himself in Matthew 5:13-14 tells us that we
are the salt of the earth and the light of the dioWe are walking evidence of His gospel message or
should be if we profess to be His disciples arfaehiooves us to let the light of Christ shine andHize
messengers to evangelize the world. Read Mat#8&h8-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-47; and Acts 1:8.
The outstanding admonitions found in these scrgst@are: "Teaching them to observe all things whatso
ever | have commanded you; "Preach the gospeldo/areature;” "Repentance and remission of sins to
be preached among all nations;" "Ye shall be wgassunto me . . . unto the uttermost part of tith&a
May we faithfully fulfill our mission to promote sjtual growth in Christ amongst all peoples every-
where as well as the spiritual growth and presematf all saints in the Church of Jesus Christ.

When the Church has brought people to Chrisast performed only half its mission. Converts arbd
instructed and, after they are in the fold of Chisiilt up in the faith and service of their Mastglan as
a social being needs fellowship that will help eatthan hinder his spiritual growth. This we gebtigh
Christian fellowship, service, and discipline. Tster this fellowship God has wisely institutedusniber
of Christian ordinances through which the mostlhptinciples of Christian life and faith are symizeld
and a higher state of spiritual life is attainefteAconversion the soul longs for and enjoys #iivship
of God and of saints. It is a delightful "foretdstehich encourages the believer, strengthens tldy bd
Christ, and enables the people of God to uniter thewers in bringing the whole Gospel to the whole
world. Acts 2:46-47; Ephesians 4:11-16.

SUPPORTING THE CHURCH

Concerning the excellence of this divinely inged body the Church there can be no doubt, fa Go
conceives everything in infinite wisdom and nevexkes any mistakes. But man has a part to perférm, i
this institution of God is to function as God demd that it should. The two human things essettittie
proper functioning of the Church are members arggrr support. They who accept Christ as Saviour
and Lord become members of His body, and once menbey will give the body support as they have
enlightenment and opportunity. Following are wagswihich we may give the Church its proper and
needed support;

1. Loyalty—"Ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify Gimdyour body, and in your spirit, which
are God's. . . . be not ye the servants of mei©aofdnthians 6:20; 7:23). "Hereby perceive we theelof
God, because He laid down His life for us: and wghd to lay down our lives for the brethren" (I doh
3:16). Here, in a few words, we are reminded ofsupreme duty to God and the Church. In loyal,-will
ing, obedient, self-sacrificing, wholehearted segyiwithout any reservations of a world-comprongsin



nature, our lives should be upon the altar, in Witiase God can use the whole powers of our beitigeto
glory of His name and the advancement of His cause.

2. Public Worship—"Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves togetas the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another" (Hebrews 10:25).

3. Prayer—We recall numerous instances recorded in the Billlere the cause of Christ and the
Church was strengthened through the instrumentadipyrayer. Witness, for instance, the apostolicico
pany in that upper room in Jerusalem previous ¢oatltpouring of the Holy Ghost on the day of Pente-
cost (Acts 1:13-2:4); the disciples in the homeMalry praying for Peter (Acts 12:5, 12)1- the prayin
church at Antioch previous to the sending forthPafil and Barnabas as missionaries to the Genfitds (
13:1-4), and numerous other occasions where prageresorted to with great faith and power.

4. Giving—For some reason this subject has gotten to beecteh with the giving of money, and for
this reason we shall connect it with the same iBedlet us say, first of all, that when the sparfitgiving,
accompanied by true enlightenment, takes possesditimle heart it reaches every part of the being—
heart, mind, hands, affections, pocketbook, alt gheaking of the financial support of the Chuiitls
essential, for the following reasons:

a. It is needed for the material support of the vasienterprises of the Church—buildings, travelirg e
penses, living expenses on the part of those wha@iarng their time to the work of the Church, téae
ture, support of Church institutions, care of tlhempand needy, etc.

b. It is needed for the spiritual welfare of the ga/et was Christ who said, "It is more blessedjitae
than to receive" (Acts 20:35). With this agrees tstimony of Paul when lie says, "He which soweth
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he whimlveth bountifully shall reap also bountifully”" (2>€n-
thians 9:6). This is true of churches as well asviduals. For the sake of the giver, as well adlie sake
of the Church, we need to cultivate the spiritibétality in whatever may he the nature of oursgift

c. It is needed for prosperity. Hear the testimohyhe prophet of God: "Will a man rob God? Yet ye
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we rotiiea® In tithes and offerings. Bring ye all thad#
into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mowse, and prove Me now herewith, saith the Ldrd o
hosts, if | will not open you the windows of heayand pour you out a blessing, that there shallbeot
room enough to receive it" (Malachi 3:8, 10).

Here, then, are the three Biblical reasons fliberal material support of the Church: (1) beeaitss
needed by the cause of Christ; (2) because itaslewfor the proper spiritual development of thesgi
(3) because it is needed that God may be glorifigtie spiritual and material prosperity of His pkn
No wonder that we are told that "God loveth a cheeiver” (2 Corinthians 9:7).

As to the amount of our spiritual and materigdpsort of the Church, that will take care of its&dflong
as we obey Bible instructions as to motives anchods. Here is the New Testament standard: "Freely"
(Matthew 10: 8), "to the poor" (Matthew 19:21), trypudgingly” (2 Corinthians 9:7), "as he purposieth
his heart" (2 Corinthians 9:7), cheerfully (2 Cdinians 9:7), "to the glory of God" (1 Corinthian:31),

"as God hath prospered" (1 Corinthians 16:2). Moltbis standard, and neither God nor sensible men
will ever find fault with you that you did not givenough.

5. Promulgating Christian Doctrine~The giving of finances is but one among a numbewrays in
which the cause of Christ and the Church may barmeckd. It was our Saviour's instruction to His idisc
ples that they "teach all nations. . . . to obseéhings whatsoever" He had commanded them.oRals



loyalty is good as far as it goes, but what is gendugh for ourselves is good enough for othersghvke
the Church substantial support when we obey, defemd promulgate the doctrines known as the tenets
of faith; thereby enlarging the borders of the Chuaind extending the sphere of her influence amor&
thereby strengthening the Church in giving prattieatimony in support of the things "most sureé¢ b
lieved among us."

6. Service—The cry for laborers has been heard ever sinc€thestian Church was in the process of
forming.

The last message of Christ to His disciples thas they should go "into all the world, and pitedae
GOSPEL to every creature" (Mark 16:15). Workersrageded in the home, in the schoolroom, in the so-
cial circle, in business life, in the home commypnih neglected quarters near our doors, in spassst
tled rural districts, in crowded cities, at homel aabroad, everywhere, to maintain the standardef t
cross, to carry the banner of King Jesus. to maksvk His "glad tidings of salvation," to "shinelaghts
in the world," to support the Church in faithfulirhble, loyal service. In the language of God thtoug
Paul we conclude this chapter by saying, "Thereforg beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmashye know that your labour is not in vain in the
Lord."

This is a brief summary as to how the Churcllegus Christ can be identified. It is unscriptueal
claim to be the Church of Jesus Christ if the semtpliths of the Word of God are ignored or, worsg y
nullified or spoken against.

The Sermon on the Mount makes it clear that £&pdbple will shine forth as a city on a hill ahett
they will be persecuted and spoken against evdesass experienced.

May we consider it a blessed privilege to be with the body. Let that, in turn, inspire us tdaHéully
serve the Lord in obedience, being subject to ormgheer in the fear of God and bringing honor arahyg|
to His name.
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