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FOREWORD

This booklet identifies and deals with some crucial
issues which Christians continue to face. There are
many winds of doctrine which confuse and mislead, but
the reader should find assistance here in detecting error
and “rightly dividing the scriptures.”

If one wishes to understand whether God determines
and “decrees” all that comes to pass or not—whether
man is a creature of free-will or not—whether man can
“do” anything to be saved or not—whether Christians
are eternally secure or not, then he will not want to lay
this book aside until he has read and re-read it!

Geo. R. Brunk I was known to his contemporaries as
an aggressive exponent of the “faith once delivered to the
saints.” His own characteristic and straightforward
method will be obvious to all who read his works. His
book, READY BIBLE ANSWERS continues to be in
demand after four editions. He also founded and edited
the SWORD AND TRUMPET magazine until the time
of his home-going,

Many have been influenced deeply by his life and his
teaching as a pulpiteer and writer, including the writer
of this introduction who stands with those who were
astonished at his theological understanding and his
spiritual insights.

Geo. R. Brunk II
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GOSPEL SYNERGISM

or

God's Part and Man's Part in Salvation

“For it is God which worketh in you, both to
will and to do.”"—Phil. 2:13.

“Work out vour own salvation with fear and
trembling.”—Phil. 2:12.

“And God ... put no difference between us

and them, purifying their hearts by faith.”"—Acts
15:8,9.

“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying
the truth.”—I Peter 1:22.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith: and
that not of yourselves:"—Eph, 2:&.

“To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honor and immortality,
eternal life :"—Rom, 2:7.

“Now unto him that is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you faultless before the pres-
ence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only
wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, domin-
ion and power, both now and ever. Amen."—]Jude

24, 25.

“Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal
life."—Jude 21.



Rightly Dividing the Scriptures

Part 1
GOSPEL SYNERGISM

or

God’'s Part and Man’s Part in Salvation

Synergism—This is an old word, and a useful
word, but it is not much used in these times and
therefore needs defining.

The word, meaning co-operation, comes from
the Greek and i1s found in a number of places in
the New Testament in various forms—such as:
(Mark 16:20) work with; (Rom. 8:28) work to-
gether; (Col. 4:11) fellow workers; (Rom. 16:21)
work fellow: and in T Cor. 3:9 we are laborers to-
gether with God—synergizing with God; (Greek
Syn—together, and Ergon-—work) : hence, to work
together, help in doing, co-operate, contribute, assist.

By this we see that it is not only a Bible term,
but that we are to synergize with God as well as
with men in the work of salvation,

Monergism—is 2 term that should be useful in
dealing with this subject which is now so vitally af-
fecting the Church, namely the part man has and
the part that God has in His great plan of salvation.
It is also from the Greek ;: Mono—alone, and Ergon
—work—working alone—and is a fitting term to
describe the theory of the Modernist who believes
that man is all-sufficient to accomplish his own sal-
vation or. on the other hand, to describe the Darby-
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8 RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE SCRIPTURES

ite theory that man is wholly passive in the matter
of his own salvation and that God determines and
does all.

If man has anything whatever to do to deter-
mine whether he is to be saved or lost or any con-
ditions whatever to meet in order to be saved, then
he co-operates with God and the true Gospel plan
of salvation is synergistic,

In whatever degree the Modernists detract
from God’s proper work in salvation, such as deny-
ing the efficacy of the atoning blood, and the super-
natural work of the Holy Ghost, etc., and make man
his own savior, in that degree they are Monergistic.

In whatsoever degree the Darbyites detract
from man's part in his own salvation, such as his
part in hearing or not hearing, heeding or not heed-
ing, believing or not believing, seeking or not seek-
ing, calling upon God or not calling upon Him, con-
fessing his sins or not confessing, repenting or not
repenting, trusting in Christ or not trusting, obey-
ing the Gospel or not obeying, in whatever degree
any one detracts from man’s part in these things he
1s Monergistic.

The Modernist gives too little place to God’s
work in Salvation and the Calvinistic-“Darbyite”
gives too little place to man’s part and work in or-
der to receive salvation and the Grace of God.

The Church should reject promptly and de-
cisively both of these destructive errors and set up
a proper, definite, and authoritative standard to
which all ministers and teachers in the Church must
conform.

Monergism in plain and practical use means
onesidedness in this matter of man’s work or of
God’s work in salvation—and Synergism means a
scripturally balanced position of co-operation be-
tween God and man in man’s salvation.
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The Modernists are working overtime to estab-
lish their form of Monergism-—that man is prac-
tically his own savior, and so they shut up the door
of real salvation to millions,

The Calvimistic-Darbyites are working over-
time to establish their form of Monergism—that
man has.nothing whatever to do in order to be
saved in heart, or to be saved in heaven, and so they
blind millions to rest in a false hope of security in
sin and of the salvation of wicked believers.

The Synergists, or such as believe and hold the
Gospel standard that man must co-operate with
God, and do things, and fulfill conditions, in order
to be saved, are known in theology as Arminian in
their religious philosophy or plan.

Orthodoxy

Orthodoxy means soundness of faith and opin-
ion or a scripturalness of religious philosophy, and
of course to Catholics all Protestants are unortho-
dox and vice versa, and for centuries the Calvinists
have been loudly and industriously representing all
Arminian Synergists as unorthodox until many un-
informed persons take it as a settled fact, but we
reply in reference to that, as Paul did in reference to
heresy. (Acts 24:14.)

. But this we confess unto all, that after the way
which they call unorthodox, so worship we the God

of our fathers, believing all things which are written
in the law and the prophets.

The Calvinists charge us with unorthodoxy
but do not prove it by the Scriptures. We charge
them with teaching a fractional gospel which tends
toward corrupt living and we prove it by the Scrip-
tures and by present conditions as well as the his-
tory of the past.
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Puritanism

It is demanded of us to explain how that Puri-
tanism developed under a Calvinistic theology if its
natural tendency is toward the encouragement of
corrupt living.

(1) Puritanism was a nickname given to the
English group which protested against the Romish
religious standards, and the civil oppression of the
English government, and the word had its origin
in reference to the proper church polity rather than
the question of purity of life, “Antinomian tenden-
cies became visible both among the Puritans under
Cromwell and among the Quietists.”"—Schaft-
Herzog Encyclopaedia.

The English Puritans were in exact accord
with Calvin.

(2 There was in this Puritanism naturally a
reaction against the moral corruption of the Cath-
olic Church as well as reform in doctrine and gov-
ernment. The terrible moral conditions of the
Catholic world had grown out of the false claims
of the priests to forgive sins without true repent-
ance and by the terrible abomination of the sale of
indulgences. The Puritans in cutting clear from
these two great Catholic errors and placing great
emphasis upon the Bible doctrine of regeneration
would naturally make a difference in reference to
purity of hife.

(3) After separation from Romanism and
semi-Romanism it was necessary in order to vin-
dicate their cause, to make a better showing in gov-
ernment and in life than that svstem which they
had denounced and forsalken—heing strong Calvin-
15ts they could not call to their assistance that most
powerful Gospel motive of LOYALTY or DAM-
NATION, =0 they had to substitute other motives
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to compensate for their surrender of that gospel
principle.

Their first substitute was to enact strict rules
of religion and morality into civil law and frighten
people out of bad living by their inhuman cruelties
only exceeded by the Roman inquisition—an un-
scriptural substitute.®

Their second shift was to frighten the people
not by the gospel truth that the unrighteous cannot
inherit the Kingdom of God, but that wickedness
raises grave doubts as to their election!

Another powerful influence used by the Puri-
tans was to steal Arminian thunder by preaching
to their people as though they themselves must de-
cide their eternal destiny, which gospel truth they
in th{;ir own confessions and theologies persistently
deny!

Hodge practically owns this on page 161 of his
book “Popular Lectures,” and Spurgeon in his hook
“All of Grace,” page 56, to escape the Antinomian
elfect of his general Calvinism—uses the Arminian
tongue and in effect makes nhedience essential to
salvation saying, “Faith which refuses to obey the
commands of the Savior is a mere pretense and
will never save a soul!” (Spurgenn savs it is not
faith, Tames says it is dead faith.)

We have answered the why and the what of
Puritanism and it is now our time to ask a question
—Where now is the purity of the Puritans and
why?

Why are the churches which are the successors
of the Turitans in general so engulfed in their
worldliness and the follies and the disnhedience and
the lax social standards of these evil times?

* Under Calvin's “iron rule” Geneva assumed a new aspect.
“Immorality of every sort was sternly suppressed.”"—
Schafl-Herzog Ency., p. 366.
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First, the main cause is that they still refuse
the Gospel motive of loyalty or damnation!

Secondly, because the hard, cruel, persecuting
civil restraints have long been removed !

And thirdly, because the popular Calvinistic
so-called Fundamentalist leaders and lecturers and
authors, religious error depois, Sunday-school pub-
lications, and train-loads of tracts and pamphlets
with which the world is sowed down, deny the au-
thority of the Sermon on the Mount and do not,
like Hodge and Spurgeon, from time to time break
off branches of Arminian truth to sweeten the bitter
waters of Calvinistic error, but preach or imply
the terrible doctrine of Calvinism undiluted: that
if people for a moment believe that Christ died for
them and rose again, they are eternally secure no
matter whether they live holy lives, or die in the
act of murder or gross immorality !

We are glad to know and believe that under
such a destructive ministry there are many souls
that keep free from its killing blight and, from in-
herent common sense and spiritual intuition and
by fragments of Arminian truth gathered here and
there, they maintain the gospel position that if they
live after the flesh they will perish (Rom. 8:13),
and that without peace and holiness no man shall
see the Lord. (Heb, 12:14)

Such tell us that their preachers tell them that
faith is the only essential and that works good or
bad have nothing to do with salvation, “but”, sav
they, “we do not believe it;” may the Lord increase
the number of such unbelievers!

Reaping Corruption
Martin Luther coming out from the mire of
Roman Catholic error which ascribed saving vir-

tue to external obedience to man-made works, very
naturally flew to the other extreme of the justifica-
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tion of wicked believers by faith only, until some
of his co-workers at least, such as Agricola, degen-
erated into rankest Antinomianism holding that
good works were detrimental to salvation and that
“all who had anything to do with Moses would go
to the Devil, for Moses ought to be hanged.”

At this stage Luther began to try to counteract
the evil that had grown from his own one-sided
doctrine and Melanchthon changed from a rank Cal-
vinist to a synergistic Arminiam. See Schaff-Her-
zog Encyclopedia on Antinomianism.

In the complete works of Menno Simon, Part
I, page 111, we have the strong testimony of Menno
(Luther’s contemporary) to the terrible harvest of
Luther’s faith-only sowing—we give here a portion
of that testimony:

“The Lutherans teach and believe, that we are saved
by faith alone without any regard to works. They main-
tain this doctrine as firmly as though works were not at all
necessary; yea, that faith is of such a nature that no work
can be suffireli or allowed beside it. And, therefore, had
the highly important, zealous, and earnest epistle of James
(because he reproves such a frivolous, vain doctrine and
faith), to be esteemed and considered as straw. O presump-
tion! TIs the doctrine straw, then must also the chosen a-
postle, the faithful servant and witness of Christ, who wrote
and taught it, have been a man of straw; this is as clear as

the meridian sun. For the doctrine shows the character of
the man.

“Let every one take heed, how and what he teaches;
for with this same doctrine they have led the reckless and
ignorant, great and small, citizens and common people into
such a fruitless, wild life, and have so much unbridled them
that we would scarcely find such an ungodly and abomina-

ble life among the Turks and Tartars, as we see among
them. . . .

“In many carnal things, both the teachers and disei-
ples are the same, as may be seen. I well know what I
write, and what 1 have heard and seen, I testify, and I
know that I testify the truth. . .. They hegin to sing a
psalm: ‘The cord is cut asunder and we are at liberty'
while the smell of beer and wine issues from their drunken
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mouths and noses. . . . And should some one come, who
would, in true and sincere love, admonish and reprove
them, and direct them to Jesus Christ, to His doetrine, sac-
raments, and unblamable example . .. he must from that
hour hear that he is a legalist, one whe would take heaven
by storm, or a factionist, a fanatic or hypocrite, a defamer
of the sacrament or an anabaptist,

“Behold! Thus God, the righteous Lord, suffers these
to err and go astrav in their hearts who rely upon the pre-
cious death and the most haly flesh and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, together with His saving and
reverent Word, in their sensual lusts and wantonness, and
make it an occasion of their unclean and sinful Aesh.”

John Wesley arose in the Church of England
at a time in which it was noted for its infidelity,
worldliness and immorality—and while Wesley set
up a high standard of holiness and his preachers
thundered the indispensability of repentance and
amendment of life he made the fatal mistake of in-
sisting for 30 years upon the doctrine of justifica-
tion by faith only until it began to break out in its
legitimate fruit of the safety of wicked believers
and Fletcher says in “Checks to Antinomianism,”
page 218,

“I saw, for example, that if St. Paul had been in St
James’ circumstances, he would have preached justifica-
tion in as guarded a manner as St. James: and that if St
James had been in St. Paul's place, he would have preached
it as freely as St. Paul; and I recollected that in some places
St. Paul himself seems even more legal than St. James. See
Rom. 2:7, 10, 14; Gal. 6:7, ete.; and I Tim. 6:10.

"“These reflections made me not only suspend my judg-
ment concerning Mr. Wesley's propositions, but consider
what we may candidly suppose was his design in writing
them for and recommending them to the preachers in con-
nexion with him. And I could not help seeing, that it was
only to guard them and their hearers against antinomian
principles and practices, which spread like wild fire in some
of his societies; where persons who spoke in the most glo-
rious manner of Christ, and their interest in his ccrmpi.te
salvation, have been found living in the greatest immorali-
ties, or indulging in the most unchristian tempers. Nor
need I go far for a proof of this sad assertion. In one of
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his societies, not many miles from my parish, a married
man who professed being in "a state of justification and
sanctification,”” growing wise above what is wriltten, de-
spised his brethren as legalists, and his teachers as persons
not clear in the gospel. He instilled his principles into a
serious young woman; and what was the consequence?
Why, they talked about “finished salvation in Christ,’” and
“the absurdity of perfection in the flesh,” till (ete.) Thus,
to avoid legality, they plunged into hypocrisy, adultery, per-
jury, and the depth of ranterism."”

As Luther and Melanchthon were compelled to
change because of the fearful harvest from their
Augustinian sowing just so Wesley saw the drift
in time and made the change although it raised a
fearful storm and branded him a heretic in public
documents circulated in all England, Scotland, and
Ireland.

We here give a copy of some of the minutes of
Wesley's Conference in which they righted them-
selves upon the issue, and extracts from the defens-

es of the change, by Wesley’'s right-hand man, the
noble Fletcher.

Some extracts from the minutes of a Conference held
by Mr. Wesley in London, August 7, 1770:

Take heed to your doctrine

“We said in 1744, “We have leaned too much towards
Calvinism.” Wherein?

1. “With regard to man’'s faithfulness. QOur Lord
himself taught us to use the expression. And we ought
never to be ashamed of it. We ought steadily to assert,
on his authority, that if a man is not ‘faithful in the un-
righteous mammon,” God will not ‘give him the true riches.’

2. “With regard to working for life. This also our
Lofd has expressly commanded us. ‘Labour” . . . literally
‘work for the meat that endureth to everlasting life.” And
in fact every believer, till he comes to glory, works for, as
well as from, life,

3. "We have received it az a maxim, that 'a man is
to do nothing in order to justification.” Nothing can he
more false. Whoever desires to find favour with God,
should ‘cease from ewvil, and learn to do well." Whoever re-
pents, should do 'works meet for repentance.’ And if this
is not in order to find favour, what does he do them for?
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“Review the whole afiair.
“Who of us is now accepted of God?
“He that now believes in Christ, with a loving, obe-
dient heart,
* % % &

“Is not this ‘salvation by works?’

. "Not by the merit of works, but by works, as a condi-
tion,

“As to merit itself, of which we have been so dreadfully
afraid: we are rewarded according to our works, yea, be-
cause of our works: How does this differ from, ‘for the
sake of our works?” And how differs this from . . . ‘as our
works deserve?” Can you split this hair? I doubt, I cannot.

“Does not talking of a justified or a sanctified state
tend to mislead men? almost naturall leading them to trust
in what was done in one moment? hereas we are every
hour and every moment pleasing or displeasing to God,
according to our works; according to the whole of our in-
ward tempers, and our outward behaviour.”

This declaration of Mr. Wesley, which became
so highly necessary, to check the spirit of Antino-
mianism which was spreading like wild-fire in some
of his societies, and even involving his own brother
Charles for a time, brought down upon his minutes
a storm of denunciation as dreadful heresy and
which in turn drew out a full and detailed vindica-
tion from the Word of God; which vindication (by
Fletcher) has been a literary treasure to such as
believe that obedience to the gospel is the prime
essential; for obedience includes faith, with all oth-
er essentials such as repentance and faithfulness.

We here give one of Fletcher's climaxes:

“With regard to man’s faithfulness:

“Now, where does the heresy lie here? Is it in the
word, ‘man’s faithfulness?” Is there so much faithfulness
to God and man among professors, that he must be op-
posed by all good men who dare to use the bare word?
Do real protestants account man's faithfulness a grace of
supererogation, and quoting scripture an heresy? or do
they slight what our Lord recommends in the plainest
terms, and will one day reward in the most glorious man-
ner? If not, why are they going to enter a protest apainst
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Mr. Wesley because he is not ‘ashamed of Christ and his
words before an evil and adulterous generation,” and will
not keep back from his immense flock any part of the coun-
sel of God, much less a part that so many professors over-
look, while some are daring enough to lampoon it, and
others wicked enough to trample 1t under foot?

“O sir, if Mr. Wesley is to be cast out of your syna-
gogue unless he ‘formally recants’ the passage he has quot-
ed, and which he says ‘we are not to he ashamed of," what
will you do to the Son of God, who spoke it? what to St
Luke whao wrote it? and what to good Mr. (Matthew)
Henry, who thus comments upon it? If we do not make
a right use of the gifts of God's providence, how can we
expect from him those present and future comforts which
are the gifts of his spiritual grace? Qur Savior here com-
pares these; and shows, that though our faithful use of the
things of this world cannot be thought to merit any favour
at the hand of God, vet cur unfaithfulness in the use of
them may be justly reckoned a forfeiture of that grace
which is necessary to bring us to glory. And that is it
which our Saviour shows, Luke 16:10-12. He that is un-
just, unfaithful in the least, is unjust, unfaithful, also in
much. The riches of this world are the less: grace and
glory are the greater., Now, if we be unfaithful in the less,
—if we use the things of this world to other purposes than
those for which they were given us,—it may justly be feared
we shall be so in the gifts of God’s grace; that we will re-
ceive them also in vain, and therefore they will be denied
us, He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful also
in much. He that serves God and does good with his money,
will serve God and do good with the more noble and valu-
able talents of wisdom, and grace, and spiritual gifts, and
the earnests of heaven; but he that buries the one talent of
this world’s wealth will never improve the five talents of
spiritual riches.

“Thus speaks the honest commentator: and whoever
charges him with legality or heresy herein, I must express
my entire approbation by a shout of applause! Hail, Henry!
hail, Wesley; ye faithful servants of the most high God.
Stand it out against an antinomian warld: Hail, ve followers
of the despised Galilean! You confess Him and His words
before a perverse generation; He will confess yvou before His
Father and His angels. Let not the scoffs, let not the accusa-
tions, even of good people, deceived by him who can trans-
form himself into an angel of light, make you give up one jot
or tittle of your Lord’s gospel. Though thousands should
combine to brand you as legalists, papists, heretics, and
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antichrists, stand it out; scripture, conscience, and Jesus are
on your side; ‘be not afraid of their terror, but sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts.” And when you shall have occupied
a little longer and been a little more abused by your mis-
taken companions, your Master will come and find you em-
ployed in serving His family, and not in beating your fellow-
servants. And, while the unprofitable, unfaithful, quarrel-
some servant is cast out, He will address you with, “Well
done, good and faithful servant. Ye have been faithful over
a few things; T will make vou rulers over many things.

Enter into the joy of your Lord.’

The World Today

Before the World War when times were pros-
perous, reforms advancing, and Churches growing,
and mission work extending, nearly all Christen-
dom, including a lot of our own people, closed their
eyes to the sure word of prophecy and began to be-
lieve and teach that the world was growing better
and better and that the Gospel (?) leaven will leav-
en the whole world. Even men trained in our own
institutions wrote articles which were accepted for
publication in our own church papers that the world
has now progressed to such a standard of educa-
tion and culture that no wars would any more be
possible except perhaps small skirmishes here and
there upon the borders of our high civilization.

Black slavery, they would tell us, has been done
away, the saloons have been driven from the na-
tion, the white slavery will next be eliminated, and
poverty and crime shall soon be conquered. Judg-
ing from appearances it seemed very reasonable,
but we rejected this pleasant evolution-born dream
for we had from our youth a revelation-born con-
viction that this age, as all others did, will grow
worse and worse and end in fearful apostasy and
judgment and that this peace sentiment is only a
calm before the breaking of the storm, The World
War broke—a war evidently planned far ahead by
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Christ-hating international capitalists to impover-
ish and weaken Gentile capitalistic governments
and promote the dream of Karl Marx of an interna-
tional anti-christian government. Not only were
forests and homes and towns and cities and the
bodies of men wrecked and mangled, but the lofty
ideals of the nations, which were reflections from
the teachings and the influence of Christianity
for centuries, and the public conscience, fell pros-
trate.

The World War made piety and worship seem
like mockery to the millions who had been driven
into it and had crept through its bloody horrors: it
made personal crimes of murder, robbery, extor-
tion, and grossest immoralities seem as nothing to
them in comparison to the universal c¢rime into
which they had been driven by the help of the
churches.

Under this weird and frenzied reaction of the
powers of darkness against the Gospel of Christ,
infidelity is fearfully revived, crime romps uproar-
iously, and almost unobstructed through the land,
the sacredness of marriage and the freedom of con-
science are trampled down, and morality and tem-
perance are laughed to scorn.

Soviet slavery, tenfold more horrible than that
from which the American Negro was freed is firmly
established in Russia and carrying dangerous prop-
aganda into every nation. Strong drink has return-
ed in a form far worse than the old-time saloon,
through the combined influence of the conscience-
less trickery of the enemies of the Church of Christ
and good government, joined with the dull and
drowsy gullibility of those that profess to be lov-
ers of our country and the Church,

A mysterious depression threatens the world;
poverty, crime and irreligion are increased to a fear-
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ful extent. Men’s hearts fail them for fear.—The
dulcet tones of the evolutionary prophets, assuring
us that the world and mankind are rising ever, in
higher and higher circles of good, are completely
stilled. A voice thunders from the prophetic word,
“I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it shall
be no more, until he come whose right it is: and I
will give it him.” Ezek. 21 :27.

What the Cause?

Every effect has its cause; ultra-Calvinists
teach that all things great and small, good or evil,
natural or spiritual in heaven, earth, or hell are de-
termined by eternal and unconditional decree of
God so that nothing whatever which has been, is
now, or ever shall be, could, can, or will be any dif-
ferent from what it was, is, or will be.

All this we as Arminians deny, for it makes
God the Author of evil in spite of all the Calvinistic
word-jugglery of the centuries attempting to show
the contrary.

We do not deny the fact of divine decrees but
we deny that God decreed the wickedness that is in
the world.

God determined or decreed that angels and
mankind should be created with freedom of the will
in order to be able to render worship and service
to their Maker. Foreseeing the resultant sin He de-
termined or decreed that fallen angels should be cast
out of heaven, and held in chains until the judg-
ment day; that man should be given a Saviour and
a Gospel; and foreseeing that some would accept
and some refuse He decreed that there should be a
judgment day, a heaven of endless glory and a hell
of everlasting woe. In the parable of the wheat and
tares the Saviour teaches that it was an enemy and
not God that sowed the badness in the world. Not
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only are Satan and wicked men the authors of the
evil, but it is not God's will that evil should exist.

When the Jewish leaders were bound to de-
nounce and reject the Saviour, He wept over them
saying, “How often would I have gathered you, and
ye would not;” and it is said of God that 1t is not
His will that any should perish—yet many are per-
ishing.

Satan then is the prime cause of the evil in the
world and men in myriad ways willingly or un-
willingly, knowingly or unknowingly, synergize
with him in the fearful work of ruin.

Great evils have cursed the world from the in-
fluence of irreligion.

Great evils have cursed the world from the
influence of false religions.

Jesus said before He went away that His full
gospel should be preached in all the world.

What great evil has resulted from the failure
on the part of His professed followers to keep that
word ; what vast sections for centuries and centuries
never heard the Word! What vast sections in time
and territory have heard only a corrupted or frac-
tional Gospel, and in only what little corners has
the full and rounded Gospel been preached since the
days of the apostles of Christ!

Evil from a Fractional Gospel

The Saviour says that the Church is to he the
salt of the earth but the salt may lose its savor and
be good for nothing but be cast out ;—its savor is the
truth presented to the world in living epistles, and
in this very respect Christendom has lost its savor
in the general rejection of the two main pillars of
nonresistance and nonconformity, and the teach-
ing on the unequal yoke, and on purity in the mar-
riage relation, and in the gradual surrender of the
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“fundamentals,” such as atonement, inspiration,
supernaturalism, and eternal punishment.

What a bloody story is that of the Christians( ?)
settling America and trampling down the Sav-
iour’s doctrine of nonresistance, shed perhaps ten
times more blood than the heathen red men them-
selves and even joined hands with the savages to
shed the blood of their fellow Christians! What
wonder that the Indian did not take kindly to the
religion of the Pale Faces!

[The writer took some of his small children to
hear an eloquent Indian Chief (who was the suc-
cessor of Powhatan and who also had a daughter
Pocahontas) tell the touching story of the subjuga-
tion of his race by “the pale-faced Christians who
were received as brothers but who increased against
us and pushed and scattered us, robbed and plun-
dered us, and drove us here and there in broken
fragments from our native forests across the plains
and mountains to the borders of the Western Sea.”

I took the children to shake hands with him
and I assured him that the Mennonite people, being
nonresistant Christians, never stained their hands
in the blood of the American Indian or any other
people. He showed deep appreciation in token of
which he bowed and twice shook hands. ]

During and after Waorld War 1 nonresistant
Christians were denounced publicly and privately
as cowards, slackers, and profiteering dislovalists,
because they could not conscientiously rush into
the war and dip their hands in the hot biood of their
fellow men! At the outbreak of the War a noted
English statesman declared that Christianity has
failed and that we must now resort to the sword and
the cannon!

The truth of the matter is that Christianity has
never been tried by Christendom- -they have be-
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lieved and preached a fractional gospel which left
out the Sermon on the Mount, and it was their
fractional gospel that failed and not the Gospel of
Christ,

If all the state churches, and all the indepen-
dent churches in those nations which were involved
in the World War had been taught the Sermon on
the Mount, and believed it, and conscientiously kept
it, there could have been no World War and the
thousands upon thousands who “lie in Flanders
fields” could have remained in their homes follow-
ing the peaceful pursuits of industry, benevolence,
and religion.

The same holds good in the matter of non-con-
formity to the world, the unequal yoke, etc. It has
been a fractional gospel which has allowed the
churches to become corrupted with bloody war,
adulterous divorce, and corrupting fashion, pleasure
madness, social laxity, evolutionary unbelief, and
faith-only Seripture-jugglery.

A fractional gospel corrupts those who propa-
gate it, deceives the multitudes with a false hope,
fills the unsaved world with contempt and unbelief,
and keeps thousands from walking the narrow wa

by teaching that it is not necessary to obey the Gos-
pel to be saved.



Part II
FIRST PRINCIPLES

Of the Origin of Sin

God created angels and man free from sin, but
gave them free will or the power of choice: some of
the holy angels by choosing to rebel changed them-
selves to devils, and our foreparents, choosing to dis-
obey God, made themselves sinners. God never cre-
ated a devil or sinner for that would have made Him
the author of sin. If God had created angels and
man so that they must of necessity obey, their wor-
ship would have been only that of a machine, like
the prayers and songs of a phonograph. The only
true and acceptable worship must be free and voi-
untary; this freedom of the will makes sin and rebel-
lion possible.

Jesus said that Satan was the father of lies,
(Jno. 8:44) and in the parable of the tares, which
represent the evil in the world, he says that an
enemy sowed the evil. (Matt. 13:25.)

Foreknowledge of God

God foreknows, or at least has power to fore-
know all things—if He uses His power so as not to
know some things, that fact is not revealed in the
scriptures, Foreknowledge is not the same as fore-
ordination; while God foreknows all that He fore-
ordained He also foreknows all that men and angels
will do of their own free choice contrary to His will.
(Acts 15:18; Isa. 46:10: Ps. 147 :5.)

What God foreordains is sure to come to pass

for God will cause it to come to pass; all that God
24
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foreknows will certain come to pass, but His fore-
knowledge is never the cause of it.

God foreordains only what is just and right, but
He foreknows the wickedness of which men and
devils are the cause,

The Fall of Angels

God, foreknowing all things, must have fore-
known the fall of angels, but He did not foreordain
it, for that would make Him the cause of it.

Angels having the power of opposite choices
and freely choosing evil under the great light and
knowledge of the heavenly state, would, in harmony
with the principle of Heb. 6:4 make it impossible to
renew them unto repentance. So we are not told
of any plan of salvation for lost angels.

The Fall of Man

God foreknew the fall of man, but did not fore-
ordain it, for that would make Him the cause of it.
Man's free will was necessary to acceptable worship,
and there could not be free will without making sin
possible,

God foreknew and foreordained what He would
do if man should fall,

‘The Atonement

God foreordained that in the fullness of time
Christ should come into the world with a perfect
body and a sinless nature and live His perfect life
and die His sacrificial death, that all who by their
free will should accept Him, under assisting grace
(not compelling grace), should be saved.

Election

‘This subject is a deep, wide and intricate one:
we have in the Scriptures the fact of national elec-
tion: Israel chosen above all peoples.
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Secondly, we have tribal election; Isaac’s line
chosen above Ishmael's, and Jacob’s line above
Esau's.

Thirdly, we have Church election; the Chris-
tian Church chosen above the rejected Jewish
Church.

Fourthly, we have the high point of the doc-
trine in personal election unto eternal salvation in
heaven. This is not by the eternal and unconditional
decree of God without consideration of anything in
the individual, as Calvinists hold, but is by God’s
foreknowledge of man's acceptance of the Gospel
and faithfulness unto death. Thus and thus only is
final election made sure. II Pet. 3:9; IT Pet. 1:10;
I Pet. 1:2; Rom. 8:29,

Salvation Before Christ Died

Christ was promised as soon as man had fallen
and all they who believed, and were subject to the
Lord, were saved—Abel, Enoch, Noah, Job, Abra-
ham, Melchisedek and many others; all that died in
faith, embracing the promise, were saved under the
law, but not by the law. (Heb. 11.)

Original Sin

Adam and Eve, having fallen into sin, suffered
the curse of a fallen nature which they transmitted
through natural birth to all of their descendents (ex-
cept Christ), so that every individual of the race
inherits a fallen and sinful nature, but no one inher-
its the guilt of Adam or Eve, neither is guilt imputed
to one from the first parents: there is no such
teaching in the Bible that moral qualities good or
bad are transferred from one person to another by
imputation. Babies are born with a sinful nature

that needs cleansing but not with guilt that needs
forgiveness.
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Extent of the Atonement

As the evil effect of Adam’s sin came upon all
his offspring, so the benefits of Christ’s atonement
reached to every member of the race as we see in
Romans 5:18.

Christ gave to men the light of life {Jno. 1:4, 9)
and He was the true light that lighteth every man
that cometh into the world.

(God is the Saviour of all men in infancy, and,
after they have reached accountability, He offers a
special salvation for such as accept and believe the
gospel. (I Tim. 4:10.,)

All are depraved because of Adam, without their
fault, all are therefore redeemed by Christ in infancy
unconditionally, but after they come to vears of ac-
countability and go astrav from their own choice, as
all do, then they are restored only upon the condi-
tions of the Gospel. (I Tim. 4:10.)

The Use of the Law of Moses

The law of Moses was useful and necessary to
train men to realize the enormity of sin, the holiness
of God, and the hopelessness of man without the
grace of God.

Its types and shadows, like the paschal lamb,
pointed men to the coming Me<siah and prenared
the faithful for the day. It was the rule of life for
the Tewish Church and nation, but it was superseded
bv the New Testament for the Christian Church.
The law is for the Christian’s instruction, but it is
not his rule of life. (II Tim. 3:16; Rom. 6:14.)

The New Testament

The law and prophets were in authority until
the coming of John the Baptist, and since that time
the New Testament was preached (Luke 16:16) and
came into full effect at the death of Christ and into
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operation particularly from the day of DPentecost.
It includes the whole canon from BMatihew to Reve-
lation. It is a destructive error to teach that the
Sermon on the Mount, the Gospels and Acts of the
Apostles are not of the gospel of grace. (Heb. 2:3.)

The Kingdom of Heaven

The kingdom of heaven which John the Baptist
and Christ preached as being at hand was the gospel
dispensation and not the offer of an earthly reign
postponed.

The terms kingdom of heaven and kingdom of God
were used by the evangelists interchangeably in ref-
erence to the same things, although kingdom of God
is a wider term, covering other dispensations also.
What Matthew called the kingdom of heaven the
others called the kingdom of God and Paul preached
the same referring to the Gospel.

Compare Matt. 4:17 and Mark 1:15
o 11:11 ¥ Luke 7:28
*13:31 *  Mark 4:30
“ 0 13:33 ¢ Luke 13:20
“ o 19:14 *  Luke 13:16, 17

Paul preached the Kingdom of God the same as
John the Baptist, Acts 19:8; 20:25; 28:23; 28 :31. cf.
Mat<, 3:8—Acts 26:20.

What Determines One’s Destiny?

God has not foreordained everything that comes
to pass or He would be the author of sin. He de-
creed that men and angels should have free will and
determine some things for themselves. God has self-
determination and He created man in His image—
this does not affect the sovereignty of God, for He
endows man with the power of opposite choices and
holds him responsible for it.



















































































































































