THE CHRISTIAN WOMAN'S VEILING.

| greet you in Jesus name this evening. Itpsi\dlege and a bless-
ing to meet with people who do not need to sonnahufacture the
holiness of life that we profess but are those &l blessed with
having it implanted in our bosoms as a new natay it continue
not only to be a part of our worship but also of life.

For the message this evening turn with me tditeebook of Co-
rinthians, Chapter 11. We would like to look at thrdinance of the
Christian Woman'’s Veiling this evening. | am tharkhat we do
not need to look at this in order to decide whethemwill practice it
or not or in order to shore up something failingoaigpus. We look at
subjects like this because we believe that theypare of the Bible
teaching about Christian practice.

We are certainly not introducing anything neus tevening, how-
ever our goal is to strengthen what we have anda&eland practice
as God's people. We know that this ordinanceastfmed by our sis-
ters but we understand that its principle is jsstnaportant for us as
brethren. This ordinance is neglected and rejelojethuch of pro-
fessing Christianity around us and yet we contitmgreach and
practice it, and do so without apology to those winey be conten-
tious as Paul says some would be. | would likeetmlrthe passages at
this time. This is the sole New Testament passhgedutlines this
ordinance at least clearly for us, there are adhaptures that refer to
it and the principles that it is in accord with.

1 Corinthians 11:1-16

“Be ye followers of me, even as | also am of Ch#Nbw | praise
you, brethren, that ye remember me in all thingg] keep the ordi-
nances, as | delivered them to yéBut | would have you know, that
the head of every man is Christ; and the head efwbman is the
man; and the head of Christ is Gdétvery man praying or prophe-
sying, having his head covered, dishonoureth hedh@ut every
woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her headoweced dishon-
oureth her head: for that is even all one as if alege shaverfFor if
the woman be not covered, let her also be shorhifbube a shame



for a woman to be shorn or shaven, let her be @\&For a man
indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as tiee image and
glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the nf&or the man is
not of the woman; but the woman of the ntéteither was the man
created for the woman; but the woman for the mé&ror this cause
ought the woman to have power on her head becdude @angels.
1INevertheless neither is the man without the wormaither the
woman without the man, in the Lofd@For as the woman is of the
man, even so is the man also by the woman; buhisgs of god.
13Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman prap God un-
covered?“Doth not even nature itself teach you, that, if@anrhave
long hair, it is a shame unto himd®But if a woman have long hair, it
is a glory to her: for her hair is given her foravering.16But if any
man seem to be contentious, we have no such custther the
churches of God.”

We would like to divide the message into three sutbés evening
as we consider the subject of the Christian Wom¥eing.

1] First I would like to point you to some basiaths that help us to
understand this ordinance and see the principksithiests on, we
will note a few and | am sure you can add moréi®. t These verses
are not complicated, this ordinance is not diffictd understand
when we simply take the scriptures as they arengteeus with an
open mind and study them and analyse them. Littuiigthese basic
truths helps us to see the practical truths in thieat grow from
them.

= The first basic truth | would mention is that ituery apparent

here that our God is a God of order, there is oirdére godhead.

We know that there is order in the work of Go#, see it in crea-
tion, and it is a detailed order in the Book of &&s account. It
also has a plan of order for mankind and if we dofit into God's
plan for order, the orderly arrangement that Gosl foa us, we can
rightfully ask ourselves the question: “Are we heddis people and
is this God of order our God if | refuse to take pigice in His or-
der?”



In 2 Thessalonians 3:the Apostle Paul instructs the Church that:
“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of cordL]esus
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every beotthat walketh
disorderly, and not after the tradition which heegved of us.”
We believe that the order of our God is refldcin the order that
He has for us as His people, and for mankind abaew

= Second basic truth | would point to in this passagbat the
Christian life is a life of worship.

As Christians our worship is not just briefipés in life’s daily or
weekly routine but no, our honour for God is canstthat is why
we believe that this ordinance should be practisaght early and
daily, at all times. InlL Thessalonians 5:1We are called to pray
without ceasing and this ordinance of the Chrisifdoman’s Veil-
ing does also relate to women praying. | can rebenas a boy
growing up, a certain family that was relating tar @ongregation
here at Mountain View for a while, that yes, theg dnderstand at
least to a point the Christian Woman’s Veiling teag, but in its
application they wanted to apply it only to timdspoayer. | found
it interesting as a small boy to observe just taisily, there were a
number of grown daughters, coming to the meetingsb@nd sitting
down and you always knew just the sequence thaetlirgomen
would practice, they would come and sit down, tkeyuld open
their purse, get out this square of white matera lay it on their
lap, if you were not too hasty in kneeling and tigsyour eyes for
prayer when prayer was called for, why you woule tem quickly
laying this cloth on top of their hair but only fprayer. | found it
interesting as a boy one time our family was irtvite their house
for an evening meal, we went and sure enough thdyttis cloth on
their laps when they sat down and when they weastothe bless-
ing well quickly they laid it on top of their headVell that was their
application. Why do not we do that? Why do owtess not just
cover their heads for times of obvious prayer? @sson is this
basic truth; The Christian life is a life of worphnot just periods of
worship.



= Another truth that stands out in this passageasttiis ordinance
is a Church ordinance.

Yes, it is practised by individuals but itsphgation is directed
and regulated by the Church. Paul was writingarsg 2 to brethren,
not just to individuals who may honour this teaghibut to brethren,
meaning the whole church fellowship or congregatidn verse 16
he mentions the churches have this custom. Thigamce is a
Church ordinance. It is not an area in which evaean can do that
which is right in his own eyeeuteronomy 12:8and follow fully
God's plan. Understanding this will promote unitydainiformity in
its application among us. We are glad to be a g@aa church that
does give some direction to us in the applicatibtiis ordinance.

I'd like to read what our statement of rules arstigline has to
say about this ordinance. We go to number five ba Drdinances;
The Christian Woman'’s Veiling, it reads like this:

“We recognise divine order of headship as it igtdun 1 Corin-
thians 11: 1-16, 1 Timothy 2:12, 1 Corinthians ¥43B. Every sister
shall wear an appropriate veiling at all timesdaronstant testimony
that she accepts her position as a Christian won¥dre hair shall
not be cut and shall be free from currently worldair arrangements
which do not express a spirit of meekness and sybriwe believe
that it is the properly veiled head which is thgnsof the Christian
woman in God's divine order(And then continues on to describe the
veiling pattern/type agreed upon by the FellowskEigitor.)

That is a bit of direction that the church hasegiws in practical
way on the teaching here in one Corinthians 1laxeeglad for that
and we will refer to that a bit more as we go tlglothe message.

= Another truth that stands out in this passagelmasic truth is that
God is the foundation for solid human relationships

In verse three this seems quite appaféntould have you know
that the head of every man is Christ and the hdatthed woman is
man and the head of Christ is Good is the foundation for solid
human relationships, not man, not love, not thénggibut God, and
naturally when we think of foundations we thinkstéirting from the



earth and building upward. But spiritually when think of founda-

tions we start in heaven and build downwards. Now important

to understand that this is a sequence of ordeelationships not a
sequence of importance or privilege. We believat tman and
woman have equal importance or privilege in théanding with

God but the sequence of this order is as the sceiives it here,
Christ, man and woman.

= Another truth that this passage holds before tisatsGod's head-
ship plan is for all people.

Did you notice how often in verses three andr fand five the
word “every” is used. Verse 3l-would have you know that the head
of every man is ChristVerse 4 -every man praying or prophesying
having his head covered dishonours his heddrse 5 -every
woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her headoweced dis-
honoureth her headlust as God has one salvation plan for all peo-
ple we understand that God has one headship ptaxil feeople too.
This ordinance, this practice is not just a Mentepractice, it is a
Bible practice, a part of Christian living, praeticChristianity eve-
rywhere. Yes, it is God's will for Mennonites b believe that it
is God's will for all people of every culture, afwat each generation.
This plan we believe is as unchanging as God Himgé¢ apply
and take that very literally when we read the gbspethers, share
with others. Even on foreign mission fields, we sdyere individu-
als respond to the gospel there the scripturesygppt as well as
they apply here at home. We expect those who ameected will
practice this ordinance and will be a part of tHeu€h and Church
practice as we know it, but this plan does not geawith genera-
tions either. Therefore, wherever it is practigeshould not decline
with the generations, therefore we believe that@sook forward in
time, if time continues or God allows it to contmuhat we would
expect that our children and our grandchildrenutth&od grant us
time and great grandchildren, that they would cuordito practice
this ordinance as we know it today. For many peopks even
many professing Christians, history has not prowed it has been
an unchanging conviction and practice.



* This passage points us to the truth that womarrssha glory to
her only if it is covered.

In verse 15t says very clearly that if a woman has long htas a
glory to her. She has long hair it is a glory &,tbut verse six says
that that long hair is not a glory unless it isemd; “If a woman be
not covered let her also be shorn but if it be arsh for a woman to
be shorn or shaven, let her be covered”

| have heard an objection raised already by sordeiduals that
the Bible teaches that if long hair is a glory he wwvoman, why vell
it? Well this same passage answers that verylgléar us; Yes,
long hair is a glory to her if it is veiled, becaushe is fitting into
God’s plan and veiling that glory. Isn't it amagimow many
women, especially in society around us, have rege¢he Bible
teaching on the veiling and the veiling practice &ave gone on to
shear their hair. While they are rejecting Goaadship or veiling
plan they are moving into what God says is a reaflishame; Yes it
is a shame if long hair is unveiled but here irsees:“- if she be not
covered let her also be shorn.Tsn’t it amazing how even ungodly
individuals, those who disobey God and knowinglgothey Him,
walk in the very way God said they will, they redu® take God's
way but really God is gone before and said what thiay will take if

they reject Him.

= We notice the truth in this passage also that neamsbthe greater
responsibility for this ordinance.

It is evident in verse 3 that man stands betw@erist and woman
in God's order of headship. First, man is dishoedui woman does
not practice this and second God is dishonoureat, ¢tbmes out
clearly in verse 5. Now this does not excuse atess from practic-
ing it. | suggest our sisters should do it withaihviction that they
would practice this even if some man would failuard them. We
are thankful that God has blessed as with many bonieere both
husband and wife have conviction for this practind we want it to
be so that woman is not excused when man faileyraaea in relat-
ing to this ordinance. However we do understangtoe to teach
that we as brethren bear the greater responsililityis.



* Finally this passage makes it clear that both tke and women
find honour in the practice of thagdinance.

It seems to come out clearly in verses 4 andhére it talks about
the honour and the dishonour if we reject it, ipli@s there is an
honour for those who follow God Certainly God cart honour me
if | do not honour Him1 Samuel 2:30‘Wherefore the ORD God of
Israel saith, | said indeed that thy house, andhbase of thy father,
should walk before me for ever: but now therb saith, Be it far
from me; for them that honour me | will honour, ahey that de-
spise me shall be lightly esteemed.”

We ought to be sensing that in our practical ofxeck, not only in
this area but other areas also, that there is eepaiad a rest that is
brought when we honour God. God gives that togheko follow
His plan, those who live in obedience.

Verse 10 reminds us that heaven's blessings ogsthe faithful
practice of this ordinance. Angels are ministespgits who attend
to those who faithfully keep it, carry it out. Blpractice is not a dis-
grace to our sisters nor is it a disgrace to Usrethren that our wives
wear the headship veiling as they do, we do nod nedoe ashamed
as brethren to be seen in public with a sisteristhed. It is an hon-
our.

2] In the second area of the message | wouldtbkeoint to a few
of would | would call Bible truths, maybe | shousdy Bible un-
truths, and mention just a few of the argumentsdharaised against
the literal practice of this ordinance. We will noention many of
them as it is not our intention to raise conten@omong us, as Paul
says in Verse 16....that some seem to be contentiolit we do
need to reckon with those around us with whom wgeudis this ordi-
nance sometimes.

* One of the objections that comes up sometimesisthirs teach-

ing was for the church at Corinth, that Paul wadlyenot intending
or God was really not intending that this be fog tbhurch of our
day and generation. Well if you rea@orinthians 1:2n the intro-
duction to the book Paul addresses this book:



“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, ke that are sanc-
tified in Christ Jesus, calle® besaints,with all that in every place
call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Ldydth theirs and ours:”

Not just every place but every generation. hkhit is interesting
that the second half of this*ichapter(regarding communion)s
widely embraced by Christianity around us and féwhem would
say that the second half of this passage on comonuaas only for
Paul's day. Why then would we say the first partheg chapter re-
lated only to that day or generation.

* Another objection that is raised sometimes is thathair is the
covering.

God has given woman her hair for a coveringthatlis the cover-
ing that God is talking about here. Verse 15 shgs t.. her hair is
given her for a covering,” - not to be THE coverimgt to BE cov-
ered, for a covering, for a covering to be placpdru Verse 6 men-
tions very clearly that if the hair is the coveribat would there be
to shear if she is uncovered, if the hair is rendowell | think we
need not question very long whether the hair isctheering or not
that Paul is writing about. The hair is what Gotended should be
covered or veiled.

= Another objection that we hear some time, even @noam own
people in discussing the practice of this ordinaneee, is that the
veiling is the sign of the woman in God's order.

But in this passage verses 5 and 6 remind ushibacovered head
is the sign of the woman in God's order. Why doasea Church
give some direction relating to the size of thding? Why; it is for
this very reason, if it is just to be a symbol ok@aman in God's or-
der, if the veiling is the sign then a patch ofywemall dimension
would do, but we understand the Bible teaches Herwoman to
cover her head is the sign of a woman in subjectiohthe veiling,
not the material veiling. Yes the veiling is arsitpat our women
are in subjection to divine order but the signhis tovered head not
the veiling itself.



= Another objection that comes up sometimes fromdlasund us
is that this ordinance is unfair to women.

Some say: “You require your sisters to appeiarand out of step
with society and fashion.” | would raise this gii@s to counter
that; “Is it unfair for one to be marked as parthad family of God?”
Should I be concerned about being out of step thighworld if | or
my wife or my daughters practice this ordinance6t & all. That is
a privilege, that is a privilege, not the only plege we have but a
very outstanding one. | would suggest that if ther@nything that is
unfair in the practice of this ordinance it is iéwas brethren consider
that our sisters bear the sole responsibility far identity as God's
people. 1 think we as brethren should be cardfouathat, that we
are not careless or casual in our appearance. \WWd &b right in
with the clean cut man of the world and no one wdalow us but
we expect our sisters to be identified as a sepagrabple. Some-
time ago | was driving on the Pennsylvania Turng@ke stopped at
one of the places along the way to use the faslithere, to take
some of the children in. In the entry there wasaa nvho gave me a
verbal greeting as | passed him, | recognised hienet but did not
recognise at all who he was and moved on from kifnen | came
out why to my surprise this man was standing beaid®man who
had a veiling on, | was disappointed that | did r@iognise him as a
brother, but there were good indications that hg heve been when
| saw him with his wife. He was wearing a two taresual jacket,
nothing on his head, | thought him to be a respéetenan of the
world, but when | saw the woman with him, who lasgd to be his
wife, she was wearing a veiling, that was to be m@mded. | would
suggest brethren that that is unfair if we do #rad appear that way
in public.

3] Now moving on to the third area of the messagee a bit more
practical. | would entitle this the beauty of ttmaths of this ordi-
nance.

God was not intending to bring us His peoplalkinto bondage by
the requirements that He has set forth for us, @xdnly has a plan
for order but God has a plan for beauty and foretbimg wonderful
in His plan for us.



= There is the beauty of order in the practice. is finactice and
when men and women take their place in God's otterr God-
given place, there is a beauty that comes fortammony in human
relationships that is not found outside of thateord

We look at things around us in nature thatber@utiful often; one
of the most apparent is the rainbow. Why is a mmbeautiful any-
way? Is it just because the colours are bright siomes? Well that is
part of it, but the main reason that the rainbowaautiful is that the
colours are in order. | have seen children colaubooks, young
children colouring a rainbow different colours liutvas not nearly
as beautiful as the rainbow in the sky for two og&s one is the col-
ouring abilities weren't developed too well yett the primary rea-
son is that that young child did not get the cadaarorder.

| think that illustrates some of the beauty @idG order, it is beau-
tiful because in this order men and women, Godplae blend with
and complement each other when they follow Godé plOutside
of this order there is going to be disunity andkla¢ harmony in
human relationships, the holiness is evident wherfollow God’s
plan in this ordinancdé?salm 96:3alks about the beauty of holiness,
that is beautiful in the godhead expression itaautiful when His
people display that in their lives.

1 Timothy 2:8-10is one of the scriptures that the rules and dis&p
mention supporting this wonderful teachingt will therefore that
men pray every where, lifting up holy hands, withawath and
doubting. In like manner also, that women adormtkelves in mod-
est apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; witht broided
hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (Wi becometh women
professing godliness) with good works.”

Now we understand that the apparel that adornsistars includes
the Christian Woman’s Veiling. Verse 10 Paul says:.which be-
cometh women professing godlinedédw it would be interesting to
find how Strong’s defines that word becometh, stwingtcomely or
beautiful, that which becometh women professingligeds and
beauty and holiness. Holiness is God’s charactpressed in our
lives as we follow God's plan, walk in His way.



= There is beauty in this ordinance because | woulghsst be-
cause it is an ordinance on constant display.

Out of the seven Christian ordinances that @smgnise and ob-
serve, none of the others are given the prominkaaepn daily life
and walk as this ordinance of the Christian Womafgging, in fact
most of them we are quite guarded and reservedt dbeipractice
of. Take the practice of the holy kiss. Here #wening we shared
that brethren among brethren and sisters amongrsidsut if we
would meet as brethren in the world at a businéssepor sisters in
the grocery store we usually do not share the Gdmisalutation,
Why? Well not because we are ashamed of it buausec of our
consciousness that we do not want to cast ourgbafbre swine.
Some who may observe our practice of the ordinaacelsdo not
understand it may dishonour God in this practiceahse of their
lack of understanding. But God must have seen aiapeeauty in
this ordinance in that He has designed that itibengsuch a promi-
nent and visible place in its practice.

Which flowers sisters do you give the centrepietthe table to at
times? It won't be dry and dormant ones that yongoout for all to
see but the blooming and beautiful ones that yduopt; that you
give a prominent place to in the house. Let yagiitiso shine be-
fore men that they may see your good works andfglgour father
which is in heavenMatthew 5:16)

Now certainly the Christian Woman’s Veiling is nound under
good works but it possibly is one of them but atheill be aware of
it as they observe our lives our homes, espeamihysisters.

= Fourthly I would point you to the beauty of unifdatynof the
practice of this ordinance.

In 1Corinthians 14:33aul wrote about the discord of disunity, he
says: “Our God is not the author of confusion......... We thank
God today for the uniformity in the practice ofglordinance that
we have among us as a church. | can remembertbable begin-
ning days or years of our church group and there quate a bit of
variation among us, especially among our sisterthis practice.
The uniformity, the unity that we know today didt mmme without
effort and it will not be maintained without effagither, that is one



of the reasons the church has given us some pahgtiidelines in

the area in helping us applying practices, not ¢ollgelp us to prac-
tice it but to bring uniformity in our practice aagplication. Look-

ing backward from where we are today because oWated back-

ground we can possibly see quite a bit of diversitthe practice. |
think as we look forward and consider moving foriveogether as a
church we ought to envision our growing uniformitythe practice
and the practical application of this ordinancé.wé are going to
make changes in our application of this we shoudd nbaking

changes toward the accepted patterns and practioecgaus. We do
not recommend a lot of changing, especially hakanging, there is
certainly some variety and varied application amasgelating to

the areas of our background and personal convitiemme of that
the standard can make room for, but if we are gdmgnake

changes most of those changes should be towarngrélcéice that is
embraced among us as a uniform brotherhood.

= There is a beauty in this ordinance when womerracharacter
with what this ordinance summarises in principle.

Our sisters are known to be godly women, womesubmission
and subjection, marked by a meek and quiet sgmbwn that you
are shame-faced and soh@dr.Timothy 2:9 See Footnot8p our sis-
ters who are this in character stand out amongwb@en of our
generation and we thank God for that and we waiat dontinue to
be this way. The application of this ordinancedmes distasteful
and causes disdain as others observe it if themetishat character
in our sisters to match what is displayed in obecketo God’s plan.
We are thankful that it is often so and we waribitontinue to be
that way.

= The beauty in this ordinance is also when men th&e place in
God's redeemed headship.

First of all honouring Christ as their head, sedpffitling their role

in the home and the family as God intended, leathiegfamily and

administrating in the church. Giving honour to sister, the wife

as the weaker vessel. A great deal of loving amohgan the family

and at home sharing in the workload, being conatdesf the weak-



nesses that our sisters may have, that we arexpeteng or requir-
ing our sisters to take the heavier part of horfeednd leading the
family. We do not send our sisters out, as somealdo the wit-
nessing on the street in town, in the communitgytmay go along
with us sometimes, but we agree that when men ttadie place in
God ordered leadership our sisters will supportaiteghren in these
areas, not be leading the brethren or expected mugand bear the
load of responsibility for this. We understand ttia sister’s faith-
fulness in her role depends heavily on us brethng faithful in
our role.

» Finally | suggest that there is beauty in this oatice because of

the beauty of God's place and plan for each oéio€hildren.

Maybe we should have mentioned this first, ikauty of God's

place and plan for each one of His children. Gasl & place in His
will for you as an individual; God has a place irs ldhurch for each
of us individually. God has a place in headshipeofdr each of us.
God has a place in service for each of us. This @ddined place
and plan is beautiful and satisfying as we seenioblding in time,
but anything in time will pale or flee when we cuates the beauty of
God's place and plan for us individually in eternit

We do not fully understand that or know it bug l@ok forward to
that unfolding glory and beauty. We understand tbabe in or
reach what God has for us in the future it is intguatr that we find
and keep what God has for us in His place and pda@ in time now.

May God help us to be a people who not only lioG&od in obe-
dience but display the beauty and glory of Godvimdj out this or-
dinance. Yes, even in something as practical asurorg His plan
for the headship veiling among us as the people.

BRO. SIMEON RUDOLPH,
MOUNTAIN VIEW MENNONITE CHURCH, PA.

Footnote: 1 Timothy 2:9 shamefacedness: Strong’'s Greekli@tigh the
idea ofdowncastkyes);bashfulnessi.e. (towards men)nodestyor (to-
wards Godpawe - reverence, shamefacedness.



