Family Worship

Introduction.
Excerpt from the 1996 edition of Family WorshipAmbassador Publish-
ers, Altamont, TN

“From the beginning of time, strong homes andili@s have been foun-
dational to a strong and stable society. History praven again and again
that the deterioration of the family unit invarighbéads to the downfall of
churches, societies, and nations. This is not ®img; when we consider
that God designed the home at Creation, not onjyrépagate the human
race in purity, but also to train each generationd life of responsibility
and usefulness. The primary purpose in that desigpiritual instruction
and training for the eternal salvation of the sdiiis purpose is only car-
ried out effectively went Christ is the Head of theme, each member is
seeking to follow the Holy Scriptures, and prayed apiritual instruction
are a daily part of the family activity. Thus faynworship is vital in build-
ing strong, stable, Christian homes, hosted wilbheasset to the church,
community, and nation by preparing men and womerafbfe of useful-
ness to God.

We believe the emphasis on family worship irs thork by James Alex-
ander published in 1847 is a great need in our.tiAlthough specific
methods and procedures may vary from family to kanthe need for a
regular period of Bible reading, prayer, and demotior the family is es-
sential for godly homes. Our goals in slightly serg this book were read-
ability, scriptural soundness, and adaptabilityptw time, while maintain-
ing as much as possible the thought patterns owtiter. In making this
volume available in our desire and various thatiit be of use to fathers
and mothers and other members of homes in the soteaponsibility of
building homes on the true Foundation, and JesustCiio God be all the

glory.”

N.B. The above excerpt was used as it illustratgsviews also for the
need of re-establishing and encouraging Family Wpr& our homes.

We have however re-edited the copy of the origmaidlication held at the
New York City Library as we considered some of tinigginal comments
by James Alexander to be just as pertinent today &ss time and have
been advised that no copyright exists for this atibn.  J. van Loon.
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THOUGHTS ON FAMILY-WORSHIP.
By: JAMES W. ALEXANDER,

First published in 1847.
Dedication by the Author.

BY WHOSE HANDS | WAS FIRST LED TO FAMILY-WORSHIP,
AND FOR WHOSE CONTINUANCE IN LIFE AND HEALTH AT A
PERIOD IN WHICH MOST SONS ARE BEREFT OF THIS BLES |
AM BOUND TO GIVE THANKS, THIS VOLUME, WITH HUMBLE
PRAYERS FOR EVERY DIVINE FAVOUR TO REST ON THEM AND
THEIRS, IS, IN LOVE AND DUTY, RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBD.

PREFACE.

Although this is but a small book, there maysbene by whom it will be
thought too large for its subject. Such personstiffer in their estimate
of domestic religion from the writer, who has beewmpelled to study the
institution by a profound conviction of its valul a period when the
world is every day making new inroads on the chuitchas especially in-
vaded the household. Our church cannot compare thithof the seven-
teenth century in this regard alone with Sabbatteolance, and the cate-
chising of children, Family-Worship has lost grounthere are many
heads of families, communicants in our churchesl @tcording to a
scarcely credible report) some ruling elders aratdes, who maintain no
stated daily service of God in their dwellingsisito awaken such to their
duty that this volume has been prepared.



The richest inheritance which some of us hatkesdomestic rite, which
has been in our houses as far back as recordditidragoes. A venerable
parishioner of the author has enjoyed Family-Wgrstith no less than six
generations, including a grandfather and greateyaitdren. Let other
heirlooms perish, but let us not deny to our offrirsy the worship of that
God, who has been "our dwelling-place in all gehens."

Valuable extracts have been made from severdion the subject of
prayer, and from none more largely than from #elittact entitled "The
Church in the House," by the Rev. James Hamiltbhpadon.

If it should please the adorable Head of therCinto make this book in-
strumental in extending the domestic worship of '‘©qetople, and espe-
cially in arousing the children of the covenanthtmour the God of their
fathers, it will be to the writer an un-speakahbd¢igaction. With earnest
desires and prayers for this, he submits it tontleenbers of that venerable
and beloved church in which his fathers were reased in which he
would desire his children to abide.

New York, June 15, 1847.
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FAMILY-WORSHIP

1. THE NATURE, WARRANT, AND HISTORY OP FAMILY-
WORSHIP.

Family-Worship, as the name imports, is thetjouorship rendered to
God, by all the members of one household.

There are some duties so plain, that they areraissumed than com-
manded in the word of God; and the number of sadjreater than might
be supposed on a superficial examination. Thisjpeeally true of those
duties which belong to the family-relation; as ftample those of the
mother to her babe. They are subjected to regulatiad are objects of
frequent allusion; but are not incorporated inte gw of commandments.
We are not to wonder, therefore, if we find, evetthie New Testament, no
separate and explicit injunction to worship Godhe family; as little do
we find any command to pray when we preach the wardhen death has
visited our dwellings. These are things which isveafe to leave with the
pious sentiment of Christians: and yet they aretim@iess characteristic of
good men, nor less universal in the church.

The new-born soul must pray, even as the new-bbild must breathe.
And wherever the grace of prayer is shed fortthengoul, it will flow out
in certain acts. There is an irresistible impulsg@tay for those whom we
love; and not only to pray for them, but with theimere is a natural as
well as a gracious prompting, to pray with thosewahe near to us. Prayer
is a social exercise.

The prayer which our Lord taught His discipleansethis stamp on every
petition. It is this principle which leads to theited devotions of church-
assemblies, and which immediately manifests itseGhristian families. If
there were but two human beings upon earth, thaydvee drawn, if they
were of sanctified hearts, to pray with one another

Here we have the fountain of domestic worshipn&iwas, when there
were but two human beings upon earth; and we nelyafsured, that they
offered adoration in common. This was the Familyr8tgp of Paradise. It
is, therefore, no profane fiction, but a pious enelir to shadow forth
what undoubtedly took place, when one poet reptesktiam and Eve as
addressing their morning thoughts in concert to:God



"Soon as they forth were come to open sight
Of dayspring and the sun, who, scarce uprisen
With wheels yet hov'ring o'er the ocean brim,
That parallel to the earth his dewy ray,
Discovering in wide landscape all the east

Of paradise and Eden's happy plains,

Lowly they bow'd adoring, and began

Their orisons, each morning duly paid

In various style; for neither various style

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise

Their Maker, in fit strains pronounced or sung
Unmeditated, such prompt eloquence

Flowed from their lips, in prose or numerous verse.
More tuneable than needed lute or harp

To add more sweetness; and they thus began.
From: “Paradise Lost, Book V. verse 138.”

That religion should specially pertain to the dstic relation, is not at all
wonderful. The family is the oldest of human sdegtit is as old as the
creation of the race. Men were not drawn togethter families by a volun-
tary determination, or social compact, accordingh® absurd figment of
infidels, they were created in families. This ha®ib recognised in every
covenant; and the gospel, so far from destroyiag, bound more closely,
and sanctified the family. By circumcision, undee tOld Testament, and
by baptism under the New God has perpetually reetrdis people of the
honour set on this connexion.

It is not our purpose to make any ingenious &fto force into our ser-
vice the history of the Old Testament, or to sedochFamily-Worship in
every age of the world. That it has existed in g\age, we do not doubt;
that the Old Testament was intended to communidasefact is not so
clear. But, without any indulgence of fancy, we mainfail to discern the
principle of Family-Worship, appearing and re-appeg as a familiar
thing, in the remotest periods.

While all the church of God was in the ark, thership was plainly Fam-
ily-Worship; and after the subsiding of the wateveen " Noah builded an
altar unto the Lord,{Genesis 8:20it was a family-sacrifice which he of-
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fered. The patriarchs seem to have left a recortheif social worship at
every encampment. As soon as we find Abraham ifPtbenised Land, we
find him rearing an altar in the plain of Morelizenesis 35:2The same
thing occurs in the vale between Hai and Bethaldsnot only renews the
fountains which his father had opened, but keepsisidevotions, building
an altar at Beersheba. Jacob's altar at Bethel em@sently a family-
monument, and was signalized by his saying on te wunto his house-
hold, and to all that were with him, Put away theursge gods that are
among you. The altar was named El-beth-el.

This descent of religious rites, in the familgdj was in correspondence
with that declaration of Jehovah respecting theilfareligion which
should prevail in Abraham's house. The serviceobfid behalf of his chil-
dren was a perpetual service: he " sent and setctiiem, and rose up
early in the morning, and offered burnt-offeringe@ding to the number
of them all: thus did Job continuallyJob 1:5)or, as it is in the Hebrew,
“all the days." The book of Deuteronomy is full faimily-religion; as an
example of which we may specially note the sixtapthr. The Passover,
as we shall observe more fully in the sequel, wisraly-rite.

Every where in the Old Testament good men takmizance of the do-
mestic tie, in their religion. Joshua, even atribk of being left with none
but his family, will adhere to God: "As for me amy house, we will serve
the Lord." (Joshua 24:15Pavid, after public services at the tabernacle,
where "he blessed the people in the name of thd,Logturns "to bless his
household.” He had learned to connect God's sewiitedomestic bonds,
in the house of his father Jesse, where there wa®érly sacrifice for all
the family.” (1 Samuel 20:6And in the predictions of penitential hum-
bling, which shall take place when God pours onhbese of David and
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of graweé af supplications, the
suitableness of such exercises to families, as, ssictot overlooked: "The
land shall mourn, every family apart; the family@&vid apart, and their
wives apart; the family of Nathan apart, and tieires apart; the family of
Levi , and their wives apart; the family of Shinapart, and their wives
apart; all the families that remain, apart, andrthveves apart.'(Zechariah
12:12-14)



The modern Jews, in every part of the world, kee@a domestic service.

In their Liturgy this is provided for, at least &sluminously as in any
Christian ritual. As the subject is seldom treatedew additional particu-
lars will not be out of place; and though thesatesprimarily to the Ger-
man and Polish Jews, they are substantially truel afthers. The Hebrew
Liturgy fills six or seven volumes. One of thesedmsvoted to the Daily
Prayers. They are read in the Synagogue, but aceread at home by all
who are considered devout. In the morning it isdbty of every Israelite,
as soon as he rises, to wash himself, and regaassing. He then puts on
the “garment with fringes," and repeats anothesditg). He then proceeds
with a service, including prayers, psalms, and opgwetions of Scripture,
to which large additions are made on Sabbaths estdvéls. This must all
take place before breakfast. The evening Daily i8erthough shorter, is
of the same kind. During the morning prayer, exagpSabbaths and holi-
days, the Jews make use of the Tephilin, or phgtees. The extent of
these devotions may be understood, when we addfothidne Sabbath they
occupy more than fifty octavo pages. *
* This statement is made on the authority of MrnileGoldsmith, a learned Is-
raelite, and professor of the Hebrew language ivN@rk. See also the "Form of
Daily Prayers, according to the custom of the Getraad Polish Jews, as read
in their Synagogues, and used in their Familieafidon, A, M. 5590.”

In the New Testament, the traces of family-religare not less obvious.
We gladly borrow the animated language of one Mamiiton of London,
and ask: "Do you envy Cornelius, whose prayers \wweexd, and to whom
the Lord sent a special messenger to teach himvétyeof salvation? He
was a devout man, one who feared God with all bissh, and prayed to
God always;' (Acts 10:9 and who was so anxious for the salvation of his
family, that he got together his kinsmen and neands, that they might
be ready to hear the apostle when he arrived, harck swvith himself the
benefit.

Do you admire Aquila and Priscilla, Paul's 'hedp@ Christ Jesus(Ro-
mans 16:3and who were so skilful in the Scriptures, thaytivere able to
teach a young minister the way of God more perf@cthcts 18:26)You
will find that one reason for their familiarity viatthe Scriptures was that
they had a “church in their housél’ Corinthians 6:19).



It was doubtless recognised in regard to spiriisawell as in regard to
temporal things, that " if any provide not for lwe/n, and especially for
those of his own household, he hath denied thie,faitd is worse than an
Infidel." (1 Timothy 5:8).That spirit of social prayer which led disciples t
join in supplication or praise, in upper-chambémnsprisons, in the stocks,
and on the sea-beach could not but have manifésiéflin daily house-
hold devotion.

Our records of primitive Christianity are so mudiktorted and corrupted
by a superstitious tradition, that we need notulgrssed to find a simple
and spiritual service such as this, thrown intoghade by sacerdotal rites.
Yet we discern enough to teach us that believetheofirst ages were not
neglectful of Family-Worship.

"In general,” says Neander, in a work not puldéhmong us, " they fol-
lowed the Jews, in observing the three seasonayfne, twelve, and
three o'clock, as special hours of prayer; yet tidynot use these in a le-
gal manner, such as militated against Christiaertyh for Tertullian says,
in regard to times of prayer, nothing is prescrjbmdaept that we may pray
at every hour, and in every place. The Christiaggah and closed the day
with prayer. Before meals, before the bath, thegygd; for as Tertullian
says, the refreshment and nourishment of the sasgt precede the re-
freshment and nourishment of the body; the heavbafgre the earthly.
When a Christian from abroad, after brotherly réioepand hospitality in
the house of a brother Christian, took his leaeewhs dismissed from the
Christian family with prayer; because said thew thy brother, thou hast
beheld thy Lord. For every affair of ordinary lifeey made preparation by
prayer."

To this we may add the statements of a learned, who has made
Christian Antiquities his peculiar study. "Insteafdcconsuming their leisure
hours in vacant idleness, or deriving their chrelugement from boisterous
merriment, the recital of tales of superstitionthter chanting of the profane
songs of the heathen, they passed their hourgpoteein rational and enli-
vening pursuits; found pleasure in enlarging theligious knowledge, and
entertainment in songs that were dedicated to these of God. These
formed their pastime in private, and their favairgcreations at their fam-



ily and friendly meetings. With their minds full ¢iie inspiring influence

of these, they returned with fresh ardour to teeenes of toil; and to grat-
ify their taste for a renewal of these, they lonfmdrelease from labour far
more than to appease their appetite with the pianssof the table.

Young women sitting at the distaff, and matroasg about the duties of
the house-hold, were constantly humming some gplirétirs. And Jerome
relates, of the place where he lived, that oneccowt go into the field
without hearing the ploughman at his hallelujahs, thower at his hymns,
and the vinedresser singing the Psalms of David.

It was not merely at noon, and in time of theeats, that the primitive
Christians read the word of God, and sang praséls name. At an early
hour in the morning the family were assembled, waegortion of Scrip-
ture was read from the Old Testament, which wdsvad by a hymn and
a prayer, in which thanks were offered up to thenighty for preserving
them during the silent watches of the night, andH® goodness in per-
mitting them to meet in health of body, and soursdnaf mind; and at the
same time His grace was implored to defend thend dhe dangers and
temptations of the day, to make them faithful tergvduty, and enable
them in all respects to walk worthy of their Chastvocation. In the eve-
ning, before retiring to rest, the family again easbled, when the same
form of worship was observed as in the morninghwhis difference, that
the service was considerably protracted beyondp#reod which could
conveniently be allotted to it in the commencenwdrthe day. Besides all
these observances, they were in the habit of rsimgidnight, to engage in
prayer and the singing of psalms, a practice ofexanle antiquity, and
which, as Dr. Cave justly supposes, took its orfgam the first times of
persecution, when, not daring to meet togethenenday, they were forced

to keep their religious assemblies in the nig(ithe Antiquities of the Christian
Church, by the Rev. Lyman Coleman, second edjia3i/5.)

When we come down to the revival of evangeligatyp at the Reforma-
tion, we find ourselves in the midst of such aateof authority and ex-
ample, that we must content ourselves with gerstedéments. Whatever
may be the practice of their degenerate sons,dHg Reformers are uni-
versally known to have set great value on familyedion. The churches of
Germany, in a better day, were blessed with a \pr@@alence of house-
hold-piety. Similar facts are recorded of SwitzedaFrance, and Holland
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and Scotland. Family-worship, in all its fulnessasamcontemporary with
the first reformation-period.

The faithfulness of private Christians is a nratteconcern. Do the min-
isters visit the families within the fellowship? éthey careful to have the
worship of God set up in the families within théddesship?

The ministers also might well ask during theasioral visits whether
God be worshipped in the family, by prayers, psisad reading of the
Scriptures. If there be teaching of God’s Wordhie family?"

One church at that time adopted this provisionictvis still valid among
some at the time of writing (in 1847)

“God is to be worshipped every where, in spirit amdruth; as in private
families daily, and in secret each one by himself."

In conformity with these principles, the practicefamily- worship be-
came universal throughout many of the churchemadny places the hum-
blest persons, in the remotest cottages, honouoetb@ daily praise; and
nothing was more characteristic of the people af thay. “I have some-
times seen family-worship in great houses," saysHdmilton; "but | have
felt that God was quite as near when | knelt witbraying family on the
earthen floor of their cottage. | have known of figrworship among the
reapers in a barn. It used to be common in thénfishoats upon the firths
and lakes of Scotland. | have heard of its beingeoked in the depths of a
coal-pit."

Robert Burns the Scottish poet was brought uthis kind on environ-
ment and in one his poems describes the scen@mafyang family as they
knelt together and considered the greatness o6Chri
Perhaps the Christian volume is the theme:

How guiltless blood for guilty man was shed,

How He who bore in heaven the second name,

Had not on earth whereon to lay his head;

How His first followers and servants sped;

The precepts sage they wrote to many a land:

How he who lone in Patmos banished

Saw in the sun a mighty angel stand;

And heard great Babylon's doom pronounced by héesagemmand.
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Then kneeling down to heaven's eternal King,

The saint, the father, and the husband prays,

Hope springs exulting on triumphant wing,

That thus they all shall meet in future days:

There ever bask in uncreated rays,

No more to sigh or shed the bitter tear,

Together hymning their Creator's praise,

In such society, yet still more dear;

While circling time moves round in an eternal sgher

Compared with this how poor religion's pride,

In all the pomp of method and of art,

When men display to congregations wide,
Devotion's every grace except the heart;

The Power incensed the pageant will desert,
The pompous strain, the sacerdotal stole;

But haply in some cottage far apart,

May hear well-pleased the language of the soul,
And in His book of life the inmates poor enrol.

The excellency of this picture is that it conedmot a stroke of fiction.
Such scenes were present week after week amotgliegers of that day.

It is highly dishonourable to family-worship, asspiritual service, that it
languishes and goes into decay in times when ardrworldliness make
inroads upon the church. This has been remarkablgéase among groups
where true faith and literal obedience to the sargohas been neglected.

From what has been said, it is manifest thatuheersal voice of the
Church, in its best periods, has been in favodawiily-worship. The rea-
son of this has also become apparent. It is acedue to God, in regard
to His bountiful and gracious relation to famili@s, such; rendered neces-
sary by the wants, temptations, dangers, and $itie damily-state; and in
the highest degree fit and right, from the fa@htiafforded for maintaining
it, by the very condition of every household. Gf lzenefits, it is our pur-
pose to speak, in the ensuing chapters.
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For the sake of method, we shall consider tHeente of this institution,
on individual piety; on parents, children, and dstios; in regard to intel-
lectual improvement, internal harmony, and the séed use of chastise-
ments; and on visitors and neighbours.

We shall examine its influence on the preserwatibsound doctrine; on
the church, the commonwealth, and posterity: affigr &ome practical
suggestions towards the due performance of the, dutyshall urge our
readers, in the fear of God, to undertake it withariay.

2. INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON INDIVIDUAL PIETY.

From the moment when we first repeat the Lorday €, saying "Our Fa-
ther,” we are taught that our religion is socithadt only influences others,
but is exercised and enjoyed in common with oth#feat a monstrous
thing it would be, for a man to spend a life-tinmethe midst of fellow-
beings, without ever feeling or acting towards thara religious capacity!
We can scarcely conceive of true light as so hidastter a bushel. Soli-
tary experience, like this, would be worse than keoy, for that is social,
worse than the seclusion of the hermit, for thaemoved from witnesses.
Where the Spirit of God really operates on a sdel brings it into fellow-
ship with other renewed souls, and renders it dreesf radiance to all
around.

If this is true of the great body of men, it iDm@ eminently true of the
family-group. In religion "it is not good for man be alone.” The experi-
ence of the heart is the grand thing, and thiggt promoted in the secrecy
of the closet: yet it must not, and cannot, abid¢he closet or the heart;
but will be like " the ointment of the right-handhich bewreaths itself;"
like the alabaster- box of fragrance, that fillaththe house.

Love, which is the great manifestation of grasepo communicative in
its nature to be always pent up. The electric curvell pervade all whose
hands are joined in the domestic circle. They fedll together, read God's
word together, sing together, and pray togethet:itis indispensable, that
there should be some established mode of cherigimdgvincing this fel-
lowship of experience.
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While we should all beware of that species ofgreh which has no pri-
vacy, and which lives only on the excitements ayxdmathies of social or-
dinances, we should not, therefore, overlook tlmgtileate influence of
united prayer and praise. Single coals die out;nih@wn together, they
break into a flame. If the closet-worship is mootemin and lowly, the
family-worship may be more elevated and affectien&specially where
the head of the family is one who grows in grace @hristian knowledge
he will by his very presence lift up the heartshif household. The child,
and the guest, will be carried up to higher advarafedevout feeling, by
one who has so far outstripped them in the flight.

Summon a family to the worship of God, at stdtedrs, and you sum-
mon each one to a seriousness of reflection, o€lwhe might have been
wholly robbed, by the hurry of the day's businésswho perhaps neglects
all private perusal of the Scriptures, is constéito hear a portion read by
one whom he reveres. He who prays but formallyrays not at all, in his
chamber, finds himself in this sacred hour kneetingpng a reverent com-
pany, and is prompted by the ardent words of soatdin to lift up his
heart unto the Lord.

There is no member of a household whose individigdy is of such im-
portance to all the rest, as the father or head;thare is no one whose
soul is so directly influenced by the exercise om@stic worship. Where
the head of a family is lukewarm or worldly, he vg&nd the chill through
the whole house; and if any happy exception ocour @ne and another
surpass him in faithfulness, it will be in spitehi$ evil example.

He who ought, by his instructions and life, téoed a perpetual incite-
ment to his inferiors and his juniors, is madedelfin case of such delin-
guency, that they must look elsewhere for guidaewen if they do not
weep in secret places over his neglects.

Where the head of the family is a man of faithafbection, and of zeal,
consecrating all his works and life to Christ,stvery rare to find all his
household otherwise minded.

Now one of the chief means of promoting suchvlial graces in the
head, is this his daily exercise of devotion wtik tmembers. It is more to
him, than to others. It is he who presides andcthren it; who selects and
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delivers the precious word; and who leads the comsupplication, con-
fession, and praise. To him, it is equal to an tthl act of personal de-
votion, in the day; but it is more. It is an actd®votion, in which his af-
fection and duty to his house are particularly lgidubefore his mind; and
in which he stands in the place, and pleads thee;anf all that he holds
dearest upon earth. No one need wonder, thenwthatace family-prayer
among the most important means of reviving and taaimg the piety of
him who conducts it. We shall revert to this toprcits more special refer-
ence to the parent and the master.

Observation shows that families which have noskbold worship, are at
a low ebb in spiritual things; that families whétrés performed in a cold,
sluggish, negligent, or hurried way, are littleestied by it, and little af-
fected by any means of grace; and that familiesrevi@od is worshipped,
every morning and evening, by all the inmates ef ltlbuse, in a solemn
and affectionate service, are blessed with increageety and happiness.
Every individual is blessed. Each one receives digmoof the heavenly
food.

Half the defects and transgressions of our dege #om want of consid-
eration. Hence the unspeakable value of an exemlseh twice every day
calls each member of the household at least t& tfitGod. Even the most
careless or impious son or daughter must now agnl e forced to talk a
little with conscience, and meditate a little onlgment, when the grey-
haired father, bowed before God, with tremblingceopours out strong
supplication and prayer. How much more mighty niesthe influence on
that larger number, who in ten thousand Christanilies in the land, are
more or less impressed with the importance of @ivinngs!

And how peculiar and tender and forming mustddmme influence be, on
those of the domestic group, who worship God insjhieit, and who often
wipe the gushing tear, as they rise from their knesmd look around on
husband, father, mother, brother, sister, child +emembered in the
same devotion, all clouded with the same incensetefcession!

Perhaps among our readers, more than one cafiTsiangs without num-
ber have | felt the influence of domestic worshiprmay own soul. When
yet a child, no one means of grace, public or peivao awakened my at-
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tention, as when the children were prayed for dgayday. In wayward
youth, | was never so stung by conviction of my, ssiwhen my honoured
father earnestly besought God for our salvationelVat length in infinite
mercy | first began to open the ear to instructiomprayer so reached my
heart, or so expressed my deep affections, as thb®d were uttered by
my honoured father."

The Gospel has this great precedence of all atgetems that it is
preached to the poor. If mankind in general finddyon religion, the poor
and wretched find in it peculiar good. This is trfeall means and ordi-
nances; and it is eminently true of family-worshifje have often had oc-
casion to observe this in the case of those whio tair bread by labour.
The working-man often has little disposal of hisrotime, and little pri-
vacy for religious acts. He rises, it may be lomfobe daybreak, and in a
wintry morning hastily prepares himself to join etk in labour. He is
therefore under a very strong inducement to abridfgeot to omit, the
Scriptures and prayer. It is of immense value foe an such circum-
stances, to be bound by the sweet yet constraii@rgf a family-covenant,
to redeem time and call his household togethefGd's praise. Such acts
of domestic worship are among the sweetest enjoigradrthe poor man's
life. He thus has ensured to him a stock of traththe reflections of the
whole day.

The son and daughter who go forth to shop oofgdiabour carry with
them some remembrance of God. And when, after atlagnourable tolil,
they re-assemble in the evening, with the expextaif a similar service, it
is to enjoy a means of grace which furnishes eadtvidual with a new
impulse towards the goal.

Those who unite every day in solemn acts of wiprahe thus brought to
a comparison of themselves with a certain standidrdy are made to rec-
ognise themselves, and to recognise one anotheeraants of God. It is
not unnatural, therefore, that each one should 8ores be led at such a
moment to say to himself, What is this? In whatrabter am | appearing?
| am professing to honour God; but how does thimmare with what |
have been doing, saying, thinking, or omittingstday? Such an aid to
self-culture is not to be despised. True, the sholds good in regard to
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public worship and ordinances; but this is a "gardinance, an oft-
repeated influence; and it is by the manna whidle &very day at the door
of the tent, that our souls are kept alive.

We all know that there is such a thing as sacraahesabbath or periodi-
cal religion; a habit of mind to be put on and tike the habit of the body.
Family-worship has a direct and manifest tendenayake religion a mat-
ter of every-day interest. He who appears beforé téice a day, with his
nearest friends and familiars, cannot easily tait¢knowledge his need of
“a real business-change in the heart, and in thneiptes of acting.” Sup-
pose him, during the day, to have slidden intowlgs of a most slippery
world, to have spoken unadvisedly with his lipsh&we broken into wrath,
or to have strained a point of integrity in buymgselling: when he comes
home to his evening-devotion, he must be a seaceldiimg, or a double-
masked hypocrite, if he does not admit some contmmand resolve on
some amendment.

Family-worship furnishes a means of making inseelagraces in the head
of the household available to the benefit of theniers.

It is not every sincere servant of Christ, wha tize gift of free and ac-
ceptable and impressive discourse on divine suf)jebbugh the attain-
ment should be sought by all. The hindrances aneuws lack of educa-
tion; consciousness of small attainment; slownésgpeech; natural diffi-
dence; inexcusable pride or false shame; and a s#Enimconsistency in
the life. These causes may operate to keep therfatha family in a state
of inactive insulation. Nothing tends so directiyreak a channel for right
influences, in this respect, as the regular arttifidiobservance of domes-
tic worship. A word fitly spoken, at such a timg,an apple of goldProv-
erbs 25:11)A psalm, rightly chosen, and sung with the spintd ainder-
standing, may bear up all hearts to God. A prayiarthe Holy Ghost,"
(Jude 20jthough issuing from one who has not the lips of eleguent,
may go more deeply into the soul of the prodigat, sor the careless
neighbour, than all the sermons of the year. Thesenfluences which are
undervalued, because they are not singly powerédlywhen constant, they
are mighty; they drop as the rain, and distil asdkbw, “as the small rain
upon the tender herb, and as the showers uponréiss.f{Deuteronomy
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32:2).In the Day of Judgment and revelation, it will lpeps appear, in the
case of many, that they have owed more in reganddofidual piety to the
operation of family-religion, than to any singlas$ of causes.

In reckoning the influence of domestic worshipge wust reflect, that
aside from any thing peculiar, it is just so muddexd to all the other insti-
tutions of religion. It comes day after day, andddife-time. | have before
my mind's eye "an old disciple,” the son of an disciple. This ancient
servant of God, now eighty-four years of age, hgsyed this means of
instruction and elevation, since he was competnmeteive any impres-
sion, more than fifty thousand times. Let no ondesat the arithmetic of
the statement: it will come home to all the chitdi& the church, in the
day when "after a long time, the Lord of those aats cometh and recko-
neth with them.'(Matthew 25:9).

But we have conceded too much. Family-worship $taking peculiari-
ties of influence. Its lessons and devotions begirthe earliest period,
when the infant soul is yielding as wax. Here théhér, or the grand-
father, or perhaps the Eunice and the Lois, reah the moulding influ-
ence which is to last for life. These means are useircumstances pecu-
liarly tender, when the heart is above all susbégtiat the home and fire-
side; among objects of reverence; in the circloeé. Here, if any where,
the individual soul will feel the word to be “prtdble for doctrine, for re-
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteoess.”(2 Timothy 3:16
Here, if any where, the heart will respond to thé of devotion, and be
prompted to burst forth in prayer. Here the faigtexperience will plume
its wings for the attempts of a higher flight; aheé joys of a hidden devo-
tion will mingle with the flames of a common alt&an our Christian life
readily sacrifice or forego the aids and comfoftsuch an institution? Or
can he, who has received so great a blessing fremhdme of his boy-
hood, willingly deny it to his own offspring?

The truth must not be concealed, that in ordee#dize these advantages
from the worship of God in the household, we mest ® it, that it is con-
ducted in a due manner. It must not be a stateddiny, however punctual
or decorous. It must not be the empty expressianliéé which does not
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exist. It must be approached as if we were goinilpeéovery feet of Christ.
Those who have it in charge, whether fathers, ahers, or the elder son,
or the Levite under the roof, must be in a statpreparation, and must eye
the true import and design of the ordinance. Wlieese cautions are ob-
served, it will never fail to be a powerful instrant in awakening, edify-
ing, and comforting the individual soul.

3. THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON PARENTS.

In order to educate the children of a land, westniust educate the par-
ents and if an institution were demanded for tpiscg&l purpose, it would
be impossible to find one comparable to Family-\kgrs Some things
which were hinted at, in the foregoing chapter, mease be laid open more
explicitly.

The maintenance of domestic religion in every daois primarily en-
trusted to the head of the family, whoever this rhayIf he is totally un-
fitted for the charge, by an unbelieving mind, arumgodly life, the con-
sideration is one which should startle and appat kind it is affectionately
submitted to any reader whose conscience may ety to such an im-
putation. There are instances, where divine grasesh endowed some one
of the household, even though not the parent, ersémior, as plainly to
devolve on him the performance of this duty. Thdomred mother, or the
elder sister, or the actual guardian, may starttienparent's place. But in-
asmuch as in a majority of cases, the servicendfieead at all must be ren-
dered by the father, we shall treat the subjeceutids supposition; prem-
ising, that the principles laid down apply in mosttheir extent to all the
other instances.

No man can approach the duty of leading his Hoalden an act of devo-
tion, without solemn reflection on the place whieoccupies in regard to
them. He is their head. He is such by a divine @malterable constitution.
These are duties and prerogatives which he cafivobte. There is some-
thing more than mere precedence in age, knowlealgsybstance. He is
the father and the master. No act of his, and ngtim his character, can
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fail to leave a mark on those around him. This liele apt to feel when
he calls them about him to pray to God; and theenaevoutly he ad-
dresses himself to the work, the more will he feel

Though all priesthood, in the proper sense, i@ done away on earth,
and absorbed in the functions of the great Higled®rithere is still some-
thing like a priestly intervention in the servicéthe Christian patriarch.
He is now about to go before the little flock iretbblation of a spiritual
sacrifice of prayer and adoration. Thus it is saespecting Christ: “By
him, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of peats God continually; that
is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to his narh(Hebrews 13:15This
perpetual offering, the head of the family is abmumake. Until long per-
severance in a deadening formality of routine shalle blunted all sensi-
bility, he must yield to the solemn impressionwlll sometimes lie like a
burden at his heart; it will sometimes swell withiis affections, like "wine
which hath no vent.(Job 32:19)

These are salutary and elevating emotions, wh&lo form the grave
and lofty character which may be observed. Thouglioén but a poor and
unlettered man, who bows his hoary head amidstral led sons and
daughters, yet is he more sublimely honoured thapepless kings.

His head is encircled with that “crown of glory,’high is found "in the
way of righteousness(Proverbs 16:3)L The father who, year after year,
presides in the sacred domestic assembly, subimnitself to an influence
which is incalculably strong on his own parentareicter.

Where is a parent so likely to admit the impra@saf his responsibility,
as where he gathers his household for worship®ttue, at all times, that
he is bound to watch for their souls; but now hele&ced where he must
feel it to be true. His family are met in a religgocapacity, and looking up
to him for guidance. His eye cannot light on a Bngember of the group
who is not committed to his especial charge. Amalhghese there is not
one for whom he shall not give account at the juelginseat of Christ. The
wife of his youth to whom shall she look for spiat watch, if not to him?
And how unnatural the family-relation, when thisagdianship is repudi-
ated, and this relation reversed! The childreréviér saved, it will proba-
bly be in some degree consequent on his exertibmsestics, and appren-
tices, and sojourners, are all committed for a temnger or shorter, to his
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care. The domestic minister will surely cry, Whosisfficient for these
things? and most of all when in the very perforneaotcthese duties. If his
conscience is kept awake, by personal acquaintanite God, he will
never enter upon family-worship without sentimemisich involve this
very accountability: and such sentiments cannothlawe their impression
on the parental character.

Unspeakable good would ensue, if every fathetdcteel himself to be
the earthly, but divinely-appointed, head-springreligious influence to
his household. Is it not true? And is there any msaaf making him feel it
to be true, which can be compared to the institutd Family-Worship?
Now he has assumed his rightful place, as an ictstrua guide, and an ex-
emplar in devotion. Now his mouth, even though é@ealsilent or a bashful
man, is opened. Now he can, at least, rehearsevtites which the Holy
Ghost speaketh,” and give outlet to the gush of-ppremotions. Perhaps
some word may reach the son, or the servant, |@tigreged. Perhaps
some prayer, more ardent, more believing than usoay find audience
for these beloved, immortal souls. He is in thetpesfor seeing and for
feeling these things; and that is no despicableunmgent in the education
of the parent, which puts him into this posture.

The hour of domestic prayer and praise is alsohtbur of scriptural in-
struction. The father has opened God's word, inptiesence of his little
flock. He thus admits himself to be its teacher ander-shepherd.

Perhaps he is but a plain man, living by his labanused to schools or
libraries, and, like Moses, “slow of speech, an@ sfow tongue.lExodus
4:10) Nevertheless, he stands by the open well of wisdamd, like the
same Moses, may draw water enough and water tble fimr the time, he
sits “in Moses' seat(Matthew 23:2)jand no longer "occupieth the room of
the unlearned.{1 Corinthians 14:1@his is encouraging and ennobling.
As the loving mother rejoices to be the fountaimofirishment to the babe
which clings to her warm bosom, so the Christiahda delights to con-
vey, even by reverent reading, "the pure milk @& word."(1 Peter 2:2)
He has found it good to his own soul; he rejoicean appointed means of
conveying it to his off spring. As Jonathan, whenshid, " See, | pray you,
how mine eyes have been enlightened, because edtastlittle of this
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honey, "(1 Samuel 14:29%0 he desires to dispense to his household that
word of the Lord, which is “sweeter than honey dahd honey-comb."
(Psalm 19:10) The humblest master of a house may well feel &lifvex-
alted by recognising such a relation to those wkaiader his care.

The example of a father is acknowledged to bénglortant. The stream
must not be expected to rise higher than the fanunTde Christian house-
holder will feel himself constrained to say: | aeadling my family in sol-
emn addresses to God; what manner of man showddl hdw wise, holy,
and exemplary! This undoubtedly has been, in casasnerable, the di-
rect operation of Family-Worship on the father. ws know that worldly
men, and inconsistent professors, are deterred nfiorming this duty by
the consciousness of a discrepancy between theimnd any acts of devo-
tion, so humble Christians are led by the same emisgn to be more cir-
cumspect, and to order their ways in such a maasenay edify their de-
pendants. There cannot be too many motives to aliie] nor too many
safeguards to parental example. Establish the wodadlGod in any house,
and you erect around it a new barrier againstriheads of the world, the
flesh, and the devil.

The master of the house, in family-worship, appes the intercessor for
his house-hold. The great Intercessor is indeedebuut “supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks"T(mothy 2:1)are to be
made below; and by whom, if not by the father, Fos family? The
thought of this must bring solemn reflections. Tgaent who, with any
sincerity, comes daily to implore blessings on Wige, children will be-
think himself as to what they need. Here will beusigent motive to in-
quire into their wants, temptations, weaknessesygrand transgressions.
The eye of a genuine father will be quick, his he@ll be sensitive on
these points: and the hour of devotion will gattfegse solicitudes to-
gether. From such a motive, as we have already, ey Job, after the
festivities of his children, " sent and sanctifibém, and rose up early in
the morning, and offered burnt-offerings, accordinghe number of them
all ; for Job said, It may be that my sons haveeih) and cursed God in
their hearts. Thus did Job continualiyob 1:5)Whatever may have been
the effect on the sons, the effect on Job himsel,wmo doubt, an awaken-
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ing of mind as to his parental responsibility; audh is the effect of Fam-
ily-Worship on the head of a household.

The father of a family is under a wholesome iaefice, when he is
brought every day to take a post of observatiod, say to his own heatrt,
by this single means, in addition to all otherajr exerting some definite
influence, good or bad, upon all who surround mearnot omit this ser-
vice, needlessly; perhaps | cannot omit it atwalthout detriment to my
house. | cannot read the word, | cannot sing, hoapray, without leaving
some trace on the tender mind. How solemnly, hdectbnately, how be-
lievingly, should | then approach this ordinancéghvinow much godly fear
and preparation! My conduct in this worship mayesav may Kill. Here is
my great channel for reaching the cause of those avl submitted to my
charge." These are wholesome thoughts, naturatheredered by a daily
ordinance which too many regard as little bettanta form.

The Christian husband needs to be reminded asliligations; he cannot
be reminded of them too often. The respect, thbe@mrance, the love,
which the Scriptures enjoin towards the feebler motde dependant party
in the conjugal alliance, and which are the crowd glory of Christian
wedlock, are never more brought into action, thdrenvthey who have
plighted their faith to one another, years ago,baoeight day by day to the
place of prayer, and lift up a united heart atféet of infinite mercy. As
the head of every man is Christ, so the head ofvtman is the manl
Corinthians 11:3His post is responsible, and that in spirituals.ddn sel-
dom feel it more sensibly than when he falls dowthwhe partner of his
burdens at the throne of grace.

The father sees his children before him. The wangth he reads to them
contains his duties to them. Whatsoever there maflpaternal affection
within him, must break forth at such a moment; #redfrequent repetition
of such sentiments must educate the heart.

The master — if | may employ a term which is ifaa way to be obso-

lete, in our day of license and levelling — cabigether all under his con-
trol, for the worship of God. If forgetful of it aither times, he must now
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acknowledge and feel, at least on some occasibasthe salvation of his
dependants is, to a certain extent, consignedgcdve. If he can do no
more, he can read God's word to them; he can mmayhem. It is not,
however, the effect on the servant or child, beteffect on the master and
father, that we are now considering.

Let any reflective mind contemplate the subjaot] he will be persuaded
that there must be a marked and increasing diféer&etween the parental
feelings and principles of one who habitually wapshGod in his family,
and one who worships him not. It is no trifle tovlbaeligion perpetually
brought to bear upon the parental relation. In ghep, the market, the
field, the highway, the office, the exchange, aadrein the pulpit, the fa-
ther may forget that he is a father: he cannotdbitgwhen the curtain has
dropped, when the circle draws more closely aratedhearth, when the
wife of his youth welcomes him to prayer, and wiiea eyes of his little
ones are fixed on him as the minister of God tartkeuls. | no longer
marvel that Christianity becomes a dying, emptyghiin the houses of
those professors (alas, that there should be swdigje there is no joint
worship of God.

In the rage for amassing wealth, which threatikeschurch among us,
and especially in our great commercial cities,e¢hsran estranging process
going on, which we fear is too little observed. Bigthe insane precipita-
tion with which the man of business rushes to hisnmmg's task, and such
the length of his absence from home, often extentliinthe hours of dark-
ness, that he gradually loses some of that partartderness which Provi-
dence keeps alive by the presence of those whonowee The long con-
tinuance of such habits cannot fail to affect tharacter. Of all persons in
the world, he should be most willing to take tinoe family devotion, who
is by his very employment shut out from his homestad every day. The
paternal heart demands this hour of culture. Abaedite service, in which
the voices of infancy and age unite in praising Godidst the flow of mu-
tual affection, is a blessed means of countengitime hard and selfish
world which surrounds him.

But above all does the Christian parent need gungeto keep him con-
stantly in remembrance that his children have sptliat they look to him
for more than their earthly support, and that treeemeans whereby, un-
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der God, he may be the instrument of their salmatifp amidst the avoca-
tions of this life, he seldom finds time to deatHéully with their souls; if
he rarely conveys to them any sign of fear forrteafety; if he is dumb in
respect to Christ and eternity; here is a dailyiser of which the direct
tendency will be to arouse him to these duties.

Can it be possible for a man to pray earnestiyife salvation of his chil-
dren, in their hearing, representing them to Godamest supplication, as
dead in trespasses and sins, while at the samgharieaves them to won-
der why no syllable ever falls from his lips, ol momentous subjects?
The praying parent has a daily remembrancer oktlaesl the like obliga-
tions; and while he asks heavenly good for his bakl, he will some-
times cry to God for grace to fulfil them. The aeswf such prayers will
not be withheld. The prayer-hearing God will rentlan a better parent,
will endow him with those peculiar gifts, for whichlas! professing par-
ents are so slow to seek; and will cause him tohadigge the obligations of
this fearful station, in a better manner, to sayltdast, than those who has-
ten through life without any token of family-relam.

Prayerless parents have cause to tremble. Gadar anay light upon
them in their parental relation, as Eli's negleeswisited. They have no
right to expect parental happiness. They place skebras and their house-
hold in the defenceless condition of the heath®out out thy fury upon
the heathen, that know thee not, and upon the iesrihat call not on thy
name."(Jeremiah 10:25Family-prayer invites and bespeaks the blessing
of God on all concerned, but chiefly on him whodean it. Better a roof-
less than a prayerless house: better beg one'd, bwéh prayer, than deny
God by a neglect of this chief means of domestisperity.

One who has any genuine religious faith, andtaust in God's promises,
must be assured, that in the rearing of his houdehoproviding for their
support and education, in governing and restraittiegn, and in labouring
for their souls, no good can ensue but by the bigssf God: and this
blessing, in the way of direction and grace, theitian parent should join
with his family in asking every day. So doing hdlwe not only a better
man, but a better father. He will love his childraore, and more wisely.
He will be doubly a parent to them, by the powed affection of a holy
example. He will be better able to bear those smgland bereavements
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which may befall him. But how shocking is the prest if you are deter-
mined to resist conviction, and live in the wilfudglect of this duty! Your

families are like to be nurseries for hell; orhkte should be an Abijah in
them, 'one in whom some good thing is found towhelLord God of Is-

rael,’ no thanks to you for it ; you must be puatshior your neglect of
him, as though he had perished by your iniquity."

4. INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON CHILDREN.

There are many readers of these pages who,H&author, can go back
to no period of recollection in which the worship®od was not duly ob-
served under the parental roof; and they will agmetestifying that this is
among the chief blessings for which they have smkhan ever-gracious
Providence. If called upon to name the principaidfi¢ of the institution,
we should indicate its benign operation on thedchn of the house.

The simple fact, that parents and offspring ntegéther every morning
and evening, for the word of God and prayer, igeagfact in household
annals. It is the inscribing of God's name overlihl of the door. It is
the setting up of God's altar. The dwelling, is kearas a house of prayer.
Religion is thus made a substantive and prominant @f the domestic
plan. The day is opened and closed in the nameedfadrd.

From the very dawn of reason, each little one gragvsvith a feeling that
God must be honoured in every thing; that no bssiraé life can proceed
without Him; and that the day's work, or study, Vaobe unsheltered, dis-
orderly, and in a manner profane, but for this egration. When such a
child comes, in later years, to mingle with fanslhere there is no wor-
ship, there is an unavoidable shudder, as if anheaghen or infidel com-
panions. In Greenland, when a stranger knocks eadtor, he asks, “Is
God in this house?" and if they answer, "Yes," hteres.

As prayer is the main part of all Family-Worshgw, the chief benefit to

children is that they are the subjects of such grafs the great topic of
the parent's heart is his offspring, so they wdl s great burden at the
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throne of grace. And what is there, which the fadoed mother can ever
do for their beloved ones that may be compared thighr bearing them to
God in daily supplication? And when are they selijkto do this with
melting affection, as when kneeling amidst the groéisons and daugh-
ters?

And what prayers are more likely to be answetkdn those which are
offered thus?

The direct influence of family-prayer is thenliong down the benedic-
tion of Almighty God upon the children of the houde saying this,
though we should not add another word, we addwéfeient and trium-
phant reason for the custom of our fathers. Buttlaee incidental and col-
lateral advantages which must not be overlooked.

Daily worship in common encourages children tts a¢ devotion. It re-
minds them, however giddy or careless they maytheg, God is to be
adored. In many ways it suggests to them the dutybéessedness of pray-
ing for themselves. They are here familiarized witiat may be called the
method of prayer; and have manifold petitions bhaugefore their minds,
which may afterwards be made their own. While theotired circle is
bowed before God, there is scarcely a son or aldaug/ho will not some-
times be arrested by the voice of the father impBogation, and prompted
to appropriate the petition. In many instances,may suppose, the first
believing prayers of the Christian youth ascendnfrime fireside. Slight
impressions, otherwise transient, are thus fixed, iafant aspirations are
carried up with the volume of domestic incenset teo much to say, that
in this way, Family-Worship becomes the means eflagting salvation to
multitudes?

The confessions, thanksgivings, and petitiona wiise householder, will
take their form and colour from the circumstanckeki® house. Unless en-
slaved to a rigid form, he cannot but vary his esis with the changing
condition of his family; and, therefore, he willtneally suit his words of
devotion to the state of his children. It must fious, that in this way,
even when prayer is most singly directed to itgppreend, a number of in-
cidental suggestions must occur, which will carlytle solemnity and
pungency of exhortation, caution, and consolatid@.who is prayed for,
will know and feel that he is prayed for. Pathsdaty will be indicated;
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dangers will be marked; sins will be arrayed befoomscience; divine
blessings will be set forth as infinitely desirabRy the same means,
through God's blessing, incentives to piety will freéerated, convictions
deepened, and the object of faith placed in opgit.liwhere all this is
done day by day, the heart of the child must expes some affection, un-
til it be steeled by habitual resistance.

The daily regular and solemn reading of God'y maird, by a parent be-
fore his children, is one of the most powerful ages of a Christian life.
We are prone to undervalue this cause. It is ataohsiropping, but it
wears its mark into the rock. A family thus traineghnot be ignorant of
the Word. The whole Scriptures come repeatedly reetbe mind. The
most heedless child must observe and retain som®mpof the sacred
oracles: the most forgetful must treasure up soassages for life. No one
part of juvenile education is more important. Begwefamilies thus in-
structed, and those where the Bible is not readctimtrast is striking.

To deny such a source of influence to the youtimind is an injustice, at
the thought of which a professor of Christianityymeell tremble. The fil-
ial affections are moulded by Family-Worship. Thelat beholds the par-
ent in a peculiar relation. Nowhere is the Christiather so venerable as
where he leads his house in prayer. The tendewofdsse is hallowed by
the sanctity of reverence. A chastened awe is thrabout the familiar
form, and parental dignity assumes a new and saaspéct. There is
surely nothing unnatural in the supposition th&bavard child shall find it
less easy to rebel against the rule of one whoutallg contemplates in an
act of devotion. The children look more deeply ititte parents' heart by
the medium of family-prayer. A single burst of geraufatherly anxiety in
the midst of ardent intercession, may speak tachild a volume of long-
hidden and travailing grief and love. Such worddered on the knees
though from the plain untutored man, are sometiagearrows in the heart
of unconverted youth. The child is forced to sathwi himself, "How can
| offend against the father who daily wrestles withd in my behalf? How
can | be careless about the soul, for which hlaus toncerned?" And of-
ten when separated from the domestic circle, hasménderer bethought
himself, My father and mother are now praying taGar their boy! He is
little read in the human heart who fails to recegriiere a great element of
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filial piety, or who refuses to believe that thexderness of a child's at-
tachment is increased by the stated worship ohthusehold.

There is a kindred influence upon fraternal dftet Praying together is a
certain means of attachment: those who pray for amwether cannot but
love. Think of it, and confess how impossible ifas sons and daughters,
every day, during all the sunny years of youthyda down side by side in
common devotions and mutual intercessions, witheeting that their af-
fection is rendered closer and holier by the vesty Brothers and sisters
who have thus been led together to the throne ategfrom infancy, are
linked by ties unknown to the rest of the worldt Bae topic merits a sepa-
rate discussion.

Delightful as is the syllable home, it is madeféédd more so by prayer.
The ancient gods of the house were cherished, lfeiddltar was the do-
mestic hearth. They were vanity and a lie: "but@od is in the heavens."
(Psalm 115:3)The house of our childhood is always lovely, the pres-
ence of the Almighty Protector makes it a sanctuang His altar causes
home to be doubly home. However long we live, owvéxer far we wan-
der, it will ever abide in memory as the place cyer, the cradle of our
childlike devotions, the circle which enclosed &athand mother, and sis-
ter, and brother, in its sacred limit. Now that e¥hadds to the charm and
the influence of home, affords a mighty incentieegpbod, and a mighty
check to evil. To make a child love his home, isézure him against a
thousand temptations. Families who live without Goekgo all such ad-
vantages and recollections. The domestic firesaéeaubt has its charms,
but it is shorn of its religious associationssitess revered; we believe it is
less loved.

In families where there is daily praise of Gad psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, there is an additional influenodlte young. At no age are
we more impressed by music, and no music is soasgpre as that which
is the vehicle of devotion. The little imitativeeatures begin to catch the
melodies long before they can understand the waktihout any excep-
tion they are delighted with this part of the seeyiand their proficiency is
easy in proportion. No choir can be compared witt bf a goodly house-
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hold, where old and young, day after day, and wd@r year, lift up the
voice in harmony. Such strains give a jocund opgtanthe day, and cheer
the harassed mind after labour is done. Sacred sanguillizes and sof-
tens the mind, makes an opening for higher inflesnand prepares voice
and heart for the public praise of God. The praciscthe more important,
as it is well known that in order to attain its feetion, the voice should be
cultivated from an early age. Nor should we omintention the store of
psalms and hymns which are thus treasured in thmame By this it is,
even more than by public worship, that many hawsotgreat an extent the
old version of the Psalms by rote, in great parinowhole. But this is a
topic which we reserve for another place.

In the rearing of youth, nothing can be thougtsignificant which goes
to train the thoughts, or give strength and dioetto the habits. It is by a
repetition of perpetual, patient touches, smathemselves, that the strag-
gling branches of the vine are led by the gardeaegrow and spread
aright; it is by ten thousand inappreciable dotd seratches, that the plate
of the engraver is made to represent the portraibh® landscape. So it is
by an ever-renewed application of right principkbsit parental care, in the
hand of sovereign grace, gives Christian habibh&oinfant mind. In so pre-
cious a work nothing is unimportant: we must gieedhto the minutest in-
fluences, as we save the filings of gold, and tn& df diamonds.

For this reason we ascribe to domestic worsHgrge share in creating
useful habits in the young. We scruple not to $ey & child receives ad-
vantage by being led to do any thing, providedatibnocent, at stated
times, with frequent repetition, and with properecalhe daily assembling
of a household, at regular periods, for a religipugpose, directly tends to
promote good habits. It is a useful lesson for ¢heechless babe, to ac-
quire the patient stillness of the hour of prayers good for a family to
have a religious motive to early rising, and timelyention to personal
neatness. It is something to have punctuality i ébbservance of two
hours each day, enforced, from the very dawn ef hose who may be
tempted to put this aside with a smile, should finstitute a comparison in
regard to these particulars, between any two fasjilof which one wor-
ships, and the other worships not. We are willm@bide by the result of
the examination, for we are sure that in the lat@r be found a great
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looseness of domestic arrangement, tardy risirgip\eenly toilet, a long,
irregular, time- wasting breakfast, more conforneabl the modern fashion
than to Christian usage; evenings without an atieate rally of the
house; and late hours of retiring, or no fixed Iscatrall.

Parents who may read this book are respectfullijtad to consider
whether they do not owe it to their children toggithem the daily worship
of God. Especially are the sons and daughters eothiurch, whose own
youth was hallowed by this constant observancergeihto recall their
impressions of the past, and to reckon up the d@dgas which they are
denying to their offspring.

Christian children must give account at the tesg, for the privilege of
family-prayer. It becomes them to be asking whethey are making use
of the instrumentality. Customary means of thisdkiwe know, are apt to
become formalities. When the family is gathere@, ¢hreless or drowsy
child may hear as though he heard not, and knetiaagh he knelt not;
may attend to no syllable of God's word, and joimo single petition. But
let him remember that every instance of Family-Wgrsaffords a means
of direct approach to the Most High, and thus amaea saving his soul.
Blessed are those children, who, early in theirtlyfah days, remember the
God of their fathers, and begin life by choosinmtas the guide of their
youth! To such, every act of worship is a solemityl a delight, gradu-
ally ripening the soul for faithful service on dgraand for the praises of
heaven. Most earnestly is it to be desired, thase¢hwho have been bap-
tized, who have been catechized, who have beemglail their youth,
embraced in the circle of domestic prayer, shoud,nvhen themselves
placed at the head of families, carry forward thes$ed institutions in
which they have been reared, and convey the wdrliedo coming gen-
erations. “We will not hide them from their childreshowing to the gen-
eration to come the praises of the Lord, and hength, and his wonderful
works that he hath done?salm 78:4
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5. FAMILY-WORSHIP, AS A MEANS OF INTELLECTUAL
IMPROVEMENT.

Some there are to whom it will appear far-fetghtedargue for this obser-
vance on the ground of intellectual improvementitinowever, can have
paid little attention to one of the great effectsgoace. The influence of
Family-Worship on mental culture is only a parttué general influence of
religion on the mind. True piety improves the umstiending. The worship
of God is a means of disciplining the facultieseTdomestic worship of
God is a means of family cultivation, in respectite intellectual powers.

When we consider that all sanctification is byame of truth, this is no
longer wonderful. “The entrance of thy words givigt: it giveth under-
standing unto the simpleP’salm 119:130The fear of the Lord is the be-
ginning of wisdom.”Proverbs 9:10No man becomes a true Christian
without becoming more instructed and more wise.

It has been held by some that the depravity af,rhg reason of the fall,
does not extend to the intellectual powers: bus ki an error, against
which genuine reformed theology has firmly protdsfEhe change in re-
generation is a change of the whole man. Ther® iagpect under which
this renovation is more frequently set forth inifere than that of an il-
lumination of the mind.

Unless we err, this point has been too much negledhe very acts and
exercises of a Christian life conduct directly tental improvement, and
are in themselves an intellectual discipline. Andoag these, Family-
Worship has a prominent share. Family-Worship idetithe reading of
the Scriptures; and this in itself is one of thestnvaluable instruments of
cultivating the powers. It is a world of knowledge itself. The truths
which it presents are the greatest and the moskeawrgg which can be
subjected to human attention. It is the voice ofiGde is Light, and in
Him is no darkness at all; the original, uncreatgdrnal, causative Light;
the only source of all knowledge in creatures. glprimeval and essential
Truth. Hence the subjects treated in the Bibleeaneently fitted to stimu-
late and impress the soul. It treats of those thimgpncerning many of
which we could not even frame an imagination, ontuee a guess; the
things of eternity before creation, and the thiofjsternity after judgment;
the fall, the redemption, and the destiny of mamefy we need not prove
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to Christians that the perusal of the Scripturegosd for the understand-
ing.

By means of family-reading, the Bible becomea manner the sole man-
ual of the house. The ancients used to say, "Taleel lof a man of one
book;" meaning that such a man, by perpetual repetand meditation of
the same topics, and perpetual whetting of his nundthe same argu-
ments, must needs become one whom for acumen sanaf tnis powers, it
were dangerous to encounter in argument. Familyst\iprincludes in a
sort the daily study of one volume, which thus lees the domestic text-
book.

The history of reformed Christianity would furhisbundant instances of
the discipline and information which may be attdiftyy means of the Bi-
ble alone, especially where proper pains are tdkecompare scripture
with scripture. As a certain learned church leddes stated. “It is incredi-
ble, to any one who has not made the experimerdt @iproficiency may
be made in that knowledge which maketh wise unteaian, by studying
the Scriptures in this manner, without any othemewntary, or exposi-
tion, than what the different parts of the sacrelime mutually furnish for
each other. Let the most illiterate Christian sttiglym in this manner, and
let him never cease to pray for the illuminationtieat Spirit by which
these books were dictated, and the whole compaabstfuse philosophy,
and recondite history, shall furnish no argumerthwvhich the perverse
will of man shall be able to shake this learnedi€ian's faith."

There have been mechanics, husbandmen and stieplveno have
known no book but the Word of God, and who haveerigeless become
able theologians, and instructed men. Indeed it beagonsidered whether
the characteristic and proverbial quickness ofghasantry may not in a
great measure be ascribed to this very source. tAsraphant example of
the formative influence of the simple scriptures even an unlettered
mind, we need only mention the immortal name ohJBhnyan.

Let it not be thought, because the Bible is synfdard by the majority of
a household that it falls without effect. Hearirsgstudy, and of the most
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ancient kind. Before copies of the word of God wendtiplied, as in our
happy day, it was by the ear, and not by the dya, its contents were
mostly received. "When the manner of reading isdgdbis still the most
impressive method, for the ignorant and the youBy.such means the
Family-Worship becomes a household school, anduikien goes on for a
lifetime. All this holds good, even when there & a syllable of comment.
But, where there are even moderate gifts, thereseihetimes be thrown
in a word of remark, the explanation of a hard parahe reference to a
parallel place, the summons to special attentio@,seasonable advice, or
the warm entreaty. Sometimes, where time is moo®imand, parts of a
useful commentary will be read in connexion witle Word. Sometimes
portions of evangelical works will be added, anthebmes a question and
exercise, will find its place by the side of thentkstic worship of the
Lord's Day.

In a word, we cannot think it possible for angnfly to enjoy, twice every
day for all their lives, the privilege of hearifgetScriptures read at domes-
tic worship, without, by that very means rising qaptibly and greatly in
knowledge and intellectual force.

The reading of the Bible, invaluable as we owto ibe, is, however, but a
part, and not the most essential part of Family-8Nig. It remains, there-
fore, to consider the influence of devotion. Altighuthe subject has not
been as frequently discussed as its importancendessaeve undertake to
maintain that 'prayer itself is an intellectualdilidine. No man can pray
habitually without thereby gaining control over hiughts, and cultiva-
tion of his faculties.

Nothing is more generally acknowledged by all wiave treated of the
conduct of the understanding, than that an indispiele condition of all
right-thinking and learning, is the power of fixitige attention. In nothing
is there a greater difference between the civilimeth and the savage, be-
tween the adult and the infant, between the philbespand the boor. There
is nothing, therefore, which is more earnestly $dug every method of
judicious education. This habit of mental conceiurais the result of in-
numerable acts, and is secured by repeatedly sumghtre mind to such
acts. An exercise which brings the understandingaioverse with great
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objects, in a state of interest, under strong nestito be attentive, and with
frequent repetition, is directly promotive of thiabit. Such an exercise is
prayer.

If prayer were a sheer formality, like the relcité unintelligible prayers
and creeds, the stringing of beads on a rosartheorevolution of the Ti-
betan’s praying-machine, it might fail of any sweffect. But it is an exer-
cise in which the understanding is immediately amost actively em-
ployed. As one of the first hindrances to prayefelsto be the wandering
of the thoughts, so the very first effort of thenchiwhich addresses itself to
devotion, is the calling in of the thoughts andrigof the attention.

Every act of prayer directs the mind towards gheatest of all possible
objects. This is plainly a posture in which theulties cannot be dormant.
The connexion of thought with thought in prayeaiseasonable connex-
ion, and so furnishes exercise to the powers. Toerapanying play of
strong emotions, such as are evolved in acts gbleapion and praise, so
far from being detrimental, is highly helpful toetintellectual process; for
never does the mind make truer progress than wiembral powers are
in high exercise.

Let us compare two men of equal capacity, andratise in like circum-
stances.

One of these has passed a lifetime without prayee other has, at stated
hours, ten thousand times solemnly addressed Hirws¢he worship of
God. Is it possible to believe that such a diffeeem habit can be without
a corresponding difference in intellectual develepi? Apply this to the
domestic ordinance. From the moment of budding ghguall along the
way of years, until the last day of life, the hdusled have been gathered,
morning and evening, for attendance on the Scegtand prayer; to con-
template the great God, to meditate on the bebboks, to mingle in the
most sacred emotions. Such an aggregate of infyesawen on the intel-
lect, can never be estimated in the present wbdtlye surely should vio-
late every principle of the mental constitution,rgveéve to deny its great-
ness. And this is an influence, diffused not meeetyong theologians and
scholars, but over the common mind of a country.alV&now how little
there is among the mass of men, that deservesatine f thought. The
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minds of the multitude are diverted by companysigisted by frivolous
pursuits, or worn by daily labour. For such it reafly useful to be called
to a daily exercise which composes the feelingsaks the worldly thread,
opens connexions with eternity, and constrainfi¢ahought of God. Such
influences are ennobling.

Souls cannot yield themselves so unreservediyeaoflesh, nor sink so
low in the scale of intelligence and morals, whikge as without them. It is
something gained to have, twice-a-day, pauseshtarght. Texts and prin-
ciples poured into the most careless, or we migkhesay, the most un-
willing mind, and prayers uttered even before thdayout, will now and
then recur, as suggestions, and be owned with gafifect; and what is
this, but so much additional thought, reflectiong avisdom?

If, as we maintain, Family-Worship tends diredlyd powerfully to the
promotion of piety, we might here rest our proofitsfintellectual benefits.
All true piety is enlarging and elevating. It spitsats efficacy over the
whole soul. It renders its subject necessarily ditagve and serious per-
son. Evangelical doctrine, such as runs througbaalhd Family -Worship,
is connected with chains of high argument, and ehdsothe most system-
atic truth. Nowhere is this better exemplified treanong our forefathers.
Beside the loom, or following the plough, they néiveless pondered on
those high points which looser systems deem totruses for man, but
which are revealed in the Word, and are rendereitemaf nourishment
and exultation to many a man who earns his breadh&Ve in memory a
Scottish working-man, an humble dyer in a factampose conversation
was a feast of intellectual stores. He was not timydread of infidel so-
cialists in his own circle, but was abundantly aoleonverse and to argue
on even the minuter divisions of theological sceenand he was well
versed in the history of the church. Such casesatreare, and such men
are reared among the institutions of family-religio

A clear addition to the annual means of gracepuarting to seven hun-
dred distinct religious exercises, is an elemenicwhve cannot exclude
from just calculation. A town, a province, a coynunder such influences
would be “a field which the Lord hath blessed.itiuld contain a popula-
tion mighty in the Scriptures, and trained to nableught. Such a land we
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should pray that ours may be. It would then be ‘flery of all lands.”
These are among the reasons why we desire thevabser of Family-
Worship to be universal.

6. FAMILY-WORSHIP PROMOTIVE OF DOMESTIC HARMONY
AND LOVE.

"Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethto dwell together in
unity. It is like the precious ointment upon theatiethat ran down upon
the beard, even Aaron's beard, that went downeslkirts of his garments.
As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descemgea the mountains
of Zion; for there the Lord commanded the blessexgn life for ever-

more."Psalm 133.

Family peace is a blessing which cannot be otexraVe desire to show
that it is directly promoted by Family-Worship.

The stated and punctual assembly of a whole holdéor the service of
God has this tendency if considered merely as aasneBbringing the sev-
eral members together. There are striking diffeesraimong families in re-
gard to the simple quality of cohesion. While scane a bare collection of
S0 many particles, without mutual attraction, athare consolidated into a
unity of love. Many scattering influences are arkvd&some of these may
be referred to want of system and regularity; séonkate hours; some to
peculiarities of business; some to fashion; andestmthe dissipations of
vice. From one or several of these influences we d@mnestic harmony
impaired. Parents and children meet only at theials) and not even at all
of these. The tardy inmates of the house descerideirmorning at any
hour, and at long intervals, and the evening isroftespoiled of the charm
of home. In such circumstances we are persuadddkseof affection are
tarnished if not worn away. In proportion as thbjeats of mutual obliga-
tion live apart, they will cease to care for onetaer. No customs of soci-
ety are laudable or safe which tend, in any comalile degree, to separate
parents from children, and brothers from sisténs. good to bring together
the coals on the domestic hearth. Hence we havayallwoked with un-
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gualified satisfaction on the New England customgathering all the
members of a family, however remote, under therpateoof on the day
of annual thanksgiving.

There is a sacred virtue in even beholding tke tz an aged father and a
gentle beloved mother. On this very principle, pinesident of one of our
colleges, justly celebrated for his influence oruryp men, was accus-
tomed, when he saw the first tokens of aberratioa boy, to call him to
his study, and kindly propose to him a simple usitis parents. We do
not wonder that the effect was often instantanéougood.

Family-Worship assembles the household twiceyeday, and that in a
deliberate and solemn manner. No individual is mgsThis is the law of
the house from childhood to old age. The observas@s stated as the
daily meals. Other employments and engagementnade to bow to this,
until it becomes the irreversible rule of the dtdtommonwealth. They look
upon one another's faces. They exchange the sahdaif affection. Now,
if ever kind words and gentle wishes will be breathplans for mutual
benefit or entertainment will be laid; and the glaxwl be not the less be-
cause they are met to offer the sacrifice of praiséen singly, such influ-
ences are not to be despised, but they rise ttinmsde magnitude, when
diffused through all the days of long years, tisaiover the entire progress
of family life. By those who have enjoyed them tlean never be forgot-
ten.

Such households stand in open contrast to thbseewparents and chil-
dren, in haste and disorder, and with, many inggions, snatch their daily
bread without so much as a word of thanks or pré§@me good results, in
respect of harmony ensue, when a household statsdlgmbles for the
common pursuit of any lawful object whatever. Uniand the sentiment
of union, are promoted by joint participation, aheé effect is appreciable
where the gathering is frequent and stated. Thauglere only for exer-
cise or recreation, for the practice of music,darevening perusal of use-
ful books, still there would be a contribution taitmal acquaintance and
regard. But how much stronger is the operatiorhaf principle when the
avowed object of thus meeting is to seek the fdc&am, and to invoke
His blessing!
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There is no way in which we can more surely iaseemutual love than
by praying for one another. If you would retain mén of affection for an
absent friend, pray for him. If you would live inet regards of another, be-
seech him to pray for you. If you would conquer é@grm your own soul
towards one who has wronged you, pray for him. &isgn or coldness
cannot abide between those who bear each otheodts &rone in suppli-
cation. It is what we meet to do at Family-Worsh@iften has the tender-
ness of a half-dying attachment been renewed andke nyaung again,
when the parties have found themselves kneelingrbéahe mercy-seat.
Every thing connected with such utterance of mugeadwill in the do-
mestic worship tends to foster it, and thus théydaiayers are as the dews
of Hermon.

The devotions of the household are commonly coteduby the parent,
and parental affection often needs such an outlet. son or the daughter
might otherwise remain ignorant of the anxietieshs father. There are
yearnings which the parent cannot express to n@reven to a child, but
which must be poured forth to God, and which haweirtappropriate
channel in the daily prayer. The hearing of suctitipas, gushing warm
from the heart, and the participation of such eamstj cannot but some-
times reach the hitherto obdurate mind, and tena $trong and reigning
affection. Both parent and child, if they are ew@uched with genuine
love, must experience it when they come togethéorbetheir God and
Saviour.

That revelation of divine truth which is perpdiyaxpressed or implied
in Family-Worship, in Scripture, in psalms, and grayers, enjoins this
very peace and affection. The New Testament presem every page.
The Word of God and prayer are, from day to daymging the duty con-
stantly before the conscience. The household whicbubjected to this
forming influence, may be expected, more than gthterbe a household of
peace.

Some notice must here be taken of a painful butnaon case. Human
depravity sometimes breaks forth in jars and atiena and strifes, among
members of the same brotherhood, and, alas, ewdimine sacred limits
of a Christian house. Harsh tempers, sour lookgydynailence, morose-
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ness, grudges, bitter words, and alienations, marbeauty of the circle.
Hence we find slights, angry rebukes, suspicioms] egecriminations.
Happy, indeed, is that household over which thdaekbclouds do not
sometimes hover. But what means shall we seeksfmetthem, more effi-
cacious than a common devotion? That must be amatesill-will which
not only lets the sun go down on its wrath, butiearit to the altar, and to
the evening sacrifice. It is hard to listen longthe word of God without
hearing the rebuke of all such dispositions. Pezatiwve the very portion
read, may say to the unrelenting one, “If thou dptimy gift to the altar, and
there rememberest that thy brother hath aught sigtiee, leave there thy
gift before the altar, and go thy way; first beaeciled to thy brother, -
and then come and offer thy giftlatthew 5:23 At all events, the whole
spirit of the exercise breathes such an admoni#ind;it is most difficult to
pray with malice on the heart. Forgiveness comemndb us while we are
upon our knees.

Suppose even, what we are reluctant to suppeaentutual reproaches,
perverse separation and open quarrel should emnsdigeous family. To of-
fenders, in such a case, the season of prayer lmeuah hour of keen re-
buke. Avowedly, they are bowed down to pray for anether. The hypo-
crisy and impiety of so doing out of a mind of lealy will stare the sinner
in the face, and may bring him to repentance. Ratation, begun in the
heart during moments of devotion may lead to tiséoration of peace.

Sad as is the thought, even husband and wife mairdwn asunder, and
may give place to the devil: shyness, severitytraks, and unkindness,
may spring up between those who have vowed tottigether as heirs of
the grace of life. But it is hard to believe thatls persons, if they possess
a spark of grace, can come to the posture and dnésvof prayer, in which
they have been united so many times before in bagays, or can feel
themselves encircled by their kneeling little onesghout surrendering the
selfish spite, and making a faithful effort to dmuthe head of the viper.
Conjugal tenderness, forbearance and love, arelgddry the exercises of
family-devotion.
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Contrast all this with the condition of a domestircle subject to the
same malign influences, but without these checksthlis sacred balm, and
you will no longer marvel that where there is narsinp, there is room for
discord. The stream of unkindly temper runs on.o8mg silence is the
best that can be expected. The day closes witlefatence to God. The
griefs of the day are carried over into the morrénfant misconceptions
and dislikes have full time to grow to stubborn amdy, and all this for
want of that religious influence which would be we&d by the hour of
prayer.

In speaking of Family-Worship as a means of cathowe might dwell on
its influence upon absent members of the houseladhildren grow up,
there are few families which do not send forth frimair bosom some to
distant places. These are not forgotten at thelin@drich they have left.

Day by day, the venerable father, joined in sileme by the more melt-
ing mother, cries to God for him who is afar upbe sea, or in foreign
lands. These are moments which bring the cherisbgztt full before the
mind, and make the absent one present to the hdatrto say that such
prayers are answered — they enkindle and mainkearfite of affection.
Most unthinking or most base must be the son ogldk@n who should fail
to prize these parental intercessions, or disretfadsupplications of the
brother or the sister left at home. Often, we are sthe recollection of the
domestic worship comes up before the distant yauritthe high seas, or in
remote wanderings; often is the secret tear shedtbese privileges of his
childhood. In the perpetual fire of the Family- Woip, he knows he has a
remembrancer in his father's house.

When, after years of absence, and it may be oftk&,son revisits the
home of his childhood, and when, at the close of, dae circle draws
around the fireside, and that worship is renewedhvhe remembers so
well — what a torrent of ancient reminiscence pdate the heart! Such
associations have their influence on even hardea&dtes, and they go to
prove the blessedness of this familiar institution.

But after all that we may urge the great and ciog reason why domes-
tic worship promotes harmony is that it promoteg treligion, and religion
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is love. Its mission is peace on earth and goottwimen. Unlike the ex-
perimental schemes of some which tear the housetleldents asunder,
Christianity compacts the structure, and strengthmrery wall. It adds a
new cement, and makes the father more a father e-htisband more a
husband — the son more a son ; so that there ia sotial tie which does
not become more strong and endearing by meansoé gif even enemies
are reduced to amity by the gospel, how much greatst be its influence
on the ties of blood and affinity. It consecratgsrg natural relation, and
exalts human affections by expanding them intondierlts daily lessons,
constantly recurring in Family-Worship, bear difgan this point. " Hus-
bands, love your wives, even as Christ also loledGhurch. Let the wife
see that she reverence her husband. Fathers, gronakyour children to
wrath. Children, obey your parents in all things; this is well-pleasing
unto the Lord. Servants, be obedient to them treataur masters accord-
ing to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sexgss of your heart, as
unto Christ. And ye masters, do the same things timtm, forbearing
threatening, knowing that your Master also is iaves.

Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous. Haoradumen. Be not forget-
ful to entertain strangers. Be kindly affectionetedo another, with broth-
erly love, in honour preferring one another. Ldthatterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamour, and evil-speaking, bewwayafrom you, with all
malice: and be ye kind one to another, tender-bdafbrgiving one an-
other, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgpen”

Such are the touching accents of the gospelnergé and of this institu-
tion in particular, familiarized to every inmate afChristian house, from
the earliest infancy. And what the word of God @mgpthe Spirit of grace
produces in the heart, where true religion findsate. Under the daily
influence of such motives, which drop as the raid distil as the dew, the
youthful heart may be expected, in many casesgeteive the noblest
charities of a renewed nature.

Amidst all the imperfections of the Christiantstahere have been thou-
sands of families, since the founding of the Chumhich have realized
this ideal; and what spectacle on earth is morelyé&vFrom the very cra-
dle, the infant lips are taught to lisp the nam&ofl, and the soft voices of
childhood join in the daily praise. Brothers andtesis, already brought
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within the pale of the visible church, grow up wah the additional rea-
sons for mutual attachment, which spring from datiibe to God. No day
passes in which parents and children do not com@asks altars. When
the father and mother begin to descend into thenamfof life, they behold
their offspring prepared to walk in their steps.efiéhis a church in the
house. When death enters, it is to make but a bepération; and eternity
sees the whole family in heaven, without exceptipomission.

The happiest family will not be always so. Thestr&miling circle will be
in tears some day. All that | ask is, that you wdosiécure for yourselves
and your children, a friend in that blessed Redegmbo will wipe all
tears from your faces. Your families may soon batteced, and familiar
voices may cease to echo within your walls. They g@each to his own,
and some of them may go far away. O see to it,th@God of Bethel goes
with them, that they set up an altar even on adisshore, and sing the
Lord's song in that foreign land. They may be takem this earth alto-
gether, and leave you alone. O see to it, thatnasafter another goes, it
may be to their Father's house above, and to sithghg&avenly voices, and
to a heavenly harp, the song which they first ledrfrom you, and which
you often sang together here — the song of Mosdstltaan Lamb. And if
you be taken, and some of them be left, see tbat,you leave them the
thankful assurance that you are gone to their Fathe your Father, their
God and your God. And, in the meanwhile, let yonitad worship be so
frequent and so fervent, that when you are takem fiheir head, the one
whose sad office it is to supply your place, asgirof that household, shall
not be able to select a chapter or a psalm witlchvizour living image and
voice are not associated, and in which you, thalefd, are not yet speak-
ing to them. And thus my heart's wish for you g/l i
‘When soon or late you reach that coast,

O'er life's rough ocean driven;
May you rejoice, no wanderer lost,
A family in heaven.' “James Hamilton.

43



7. THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON A HOUSEHOLD IN
AFFLICTION.

In hours of trial the members of a household gathgether, as if by a
natural instinct, and the tendency is more markkdresthe Christian sym-
pathies are active. But it is an unsatisfactory ahderless assembling,
when chastisement falls on a house where there isligion. The counte-
nances, even of friends, mutually reflect despoogeWwords of comfort
may be uttered, but they are such as cannot reaadthepth of suffering; for
what, but the promise of the gospel, can bind epbttoken-hearted? There
is a hollowness and conscious insufficiency inldreguage of condolence
which ungodly men address to one another undemonusfe. There is no
reference to God, there are no allusions to heamen,applications by
prayer to the great source of comfort.

In contrast with this, consider the case of a@eing believer. The very
first impulse, when he is smitten, is to go to frégher in heaven, whom he
recognises as the Disposer of the event, and wletadns upon for sup-
port. It is the universal experience of discipben surprised by trial they
flee to the throne of grace, as the affrighted bardts covert and nest. “Is
any afflicted, let him pray.” The operation of thgnciple is observed in
the family. A common visitation has reached evemmber, but only to
drive them more near together. They have learneldety one another's
burdens, and to lean on one another's Christiae. Idlhey need no
prompter to draw them in concert to the place alpr; all hearts tend in
that very direction, and the sentiments of all fexpression in the privi-
lege of family prayer.

Among God's people on earth, there are thousahdssmart under the
daily affliction of poverty. It is still true thaBod hath chosen the poor of
this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdommich he hath promised
to them that love him. Though we have not seemigigeous forsaken, yet
we have often seen him in such straits that thenmgrcould give no
promise of the evening's bread. It is a heavy foalthe father to come
home to his household at night, with scarcely ehooigearnings to keep
them from being famished, and for him to behold whie and little ones
shivering for lack of fuel and raiment. Yet suclth&s and such house-
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holds there are, where, nevertheless this veryiegethe word of God is
read, and the blessing which maketh rich is invaketthe never-forgotten
family prayer. And such families are unspeakabhtidguished from the
vulgar poor, if it were only by this single servicEhey have a solace
which the world does not understand. That fathérranther can lie down,
resting on promises of relief which have never bdeappointed. And
those children, from their earliest years, arerleay the lesson of depend-
ence on God, and offering the petition, " Givehis tlay our daily bread,"
with an accent unknown in the houses of the rich.

True piety may be left without worldly goods, buwill not be left without
the domestic worship.

Sudden losses are accounted great trials, agdstimetimes fall on such
as have rolled in wealth. From the vicissitudetade, and the wildness of
speculation, and the prodigality of wealth, anddh@wving treachery of as-
sociates, it has come to pass, that we hear withoptise of instantane-
ous ruin and bankruptcy. Knit together as socigtyhis may befall even a
righteous man. Or unexpected poverty may come isoate other door.
Riches have many, wings, with which they fly awayamn eagle toward
heaven. In such a case it is not for one of Gddlglren to say, “Ye have
taken away my gods, and what have | moreRiges 18:24

Rather will he call together his household, anchhbly declare, with one
in worse condition, "The Lord gave, and the Lorthitaken away; blessed
be the name of the LordJbb |: 21.A domestic usage, which makes this
not only easy, but expected, is a means of rdllefe the father may pour
out his soul freely, and here the children mayridhat their parent has a
treasure laid up where thieves do not break throwayrsteal. If the family
devotions have been held precious during the tingasperity, they will
seem doubly precious now, and it will be delighttutonsider that earthly
reverses cannot touch this possession. The equigradydivery and plate
may vanish; the paintings and gorgeous furniturg fhaunder the ham-
mer; the library may be scattered; the very maneiay be forsaken. Yet,
in a cottage or a garret, within bare cold wallgjrsed by the parasites of
other days, the Christian family may rejoice the tlaily worship of God
is still untouched; and here, though with tearfygs they can still, from
the bottom of their hearts, give thanks.
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There is, to my mind, something peculiarly sadrethe worship of the
house, perpetuated, and unchanged, through ewvasgittide of fortune.

"l was once told,” says Mr. Hamilton, “of a cagapatriarch, who was
born in those days when Scotland had a churchnostl every house.
There was one in his father's dwelling, and whepitehed a tent for him-
self, he builded an altar. Round that altar a gpodimber of olive-plants
grew up, but, one by one, they were either plaotgdin families of their
own, or God took them, till he and his old partftemd themselves, just as
at their outset in life, alone. But their family-vébip continued as of old.
At last his fellow-traveller left him. Still he caed on the worship by him-
self. So sweet was the memory of it in his fathkdase, and so pleasant
had he found it in his own, that he could not givep. But as he sat in his
silent habitation, morning and evening, his quingrvoice was overheard
singing the old psalm-tune, reading aloud the a@ra@nd praying as if
others still worshipped by his side."

When evil tidings come to the heathen, they @it garments, tear out
their hair, cast dust and ashes on their headsfilatfie air with lamenta-
tion. Ungodly persons in Christian lands, in a ldese, do not indeed give
way to the same outward demonstrations, but arethtless affected
within. It is the property of the true Christiao, hear such messages with
calmness and resignation. "He shall not be afrbe&l/ibtidings: his heart is
fixed, trusting in the Lord.Psalm 112:7And when the black seal is bro-
ken, and the faces of all who hover around gathéness, it is true relig-
ion which lifts the eyes and says, "The will of therd be done." Blessed
is the privilege, in such an hour, of meeting asndtten, but unforsaken
flock, at the feet of the heavenly Shepherd, andaafring out the soul in
supplication.

Sometimes disease makes fearful inroads in thisti2m house. There is
then a special message to the throne of grace.\Happe case in which
we can go to Christ, saying, “He whom thou lovestick.” But we may
bring all our afflicted ones to Him, as to the grehaysician, pleading with
Him by His name, Yahweh-RohiThe Lord is my ShepherdPsalm 23:1)
The One who provides loving care for His people.
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The daily visits of the medical adviser are lestispensable than daily
resort to the Most High. It is not safe to lieiflla prayerless house; but it
is better to be a Lazarus in the midst of true @raythan to be full of
health in a house which knows no worship. In ahfalt household, the
case of the languishing sufferer is never forgothefore God; and the
prayer of faith does still often heal the sick. Wery thought of this is a
cordial to the fainting spirits, especially in teosases where the malady is
lingering, and stretches its saddening influenceugph many years. The
sons of frivolity may look with indifference on tliaily exercise of devo-
tion; not so the pining invalid, whose life is an¢pdisease; who seldom
ventures across the threshold, and who countsdbes luntil the voice of
prayer and praise is heard again. When diseass takeore threatening
form, and life is in danger, we have observed ausual solemnity steal
over even the more careless members of the houked®lthey obey the
summons to evening-prayer. The feeling is natdnak, after all, this is the
most rational instrumentality: for God only canghelhe ordinary exercise
is transformed into a special intercession for whe is on a bed of peril.
Before the morrow, that soul may be in eternity.

Can we think, with composure, of such dangerxfdhe death-struggle
going on, in houses where not one syllable of prayer is uttered, not one
group of kneeling suppliants gathered about théhdead? We may surely
be forgiven if we pray, May | die the death of tighteous, and may my
last end be among the prayers of the righteouswtiat numbers are even
this moment dying, without one word of supplicatiand without so much
as a token of Christianity!

There is a sentiment, in every true disciplesabt, which makes him
glory in the faith of the gospel pre-eminently irmoment of tribulation.
Now, he feels, is the juncture in which to showt tih@ confidence in God
is unshaken. Hence the quiet and seemly attendzreeChristian house-
hold on divine offices, even amidst extreme trigdsstrongly opposed to
the heathenish confusion of a prayerless family.

Every house must, sooner or later, become a hotiseourning. The

blessedness of worshipping God in our family capages never more
evinced, than when death has struck his blow. Thoug pray not for the
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dead, we feel within us an impulse to kneel andy freside the dead.
When the corpse is still in the house, Family-Wgrdhas a singular awe.
A link has been broken. A voice is missed from llaemony. A shadowy
form, that as long as strength endured, lingereautalthese places of
prayer, has at length ceased to appear. “One is@etesis 42:13Amidst
such unavoidable reflections, the common resotthiéahrone of grace be-
comes peculiarly tender and awful. The elevatidnsrayer and praise be-
fit the soul which has felt a mighty grief, and wainisickens at the presenta-
tion of minor and earthly considerations. We hagensthe heart-broken
widow led in to the accustomed place of prayeringimg to hear a
stranger's voice in the place of his — yet calmed lBuoyed up by the fel-
lowship of devotion. O how many could rise anditgsthat in seasons of
deep affliction they have found unutterable solaw#, only in prayer in
general, but in the domestic prayer in particular!

Wounded hearts need fellowship, even in theirotiexs, and feel their
griefs assuaged, when others, whom they love, gatfeeind them in the
use of words which make their sorrows the sorrofvasllo Such devotions
soften and hallow grief, and make the sorrows @haistian house alto-
gether different from those of the world. To endech a circle is good.
There we are taught, that “it is better to go t® tlouse of mourning, than
to go to the house of feastingccl. 7:2.Tears will no doubt gush freely
and interrupt the service, where sudden bereavehanbccurred, but the
whole influence of the devotion, even on the ckigferers, has been uni-
formly observed to be consolatory in no common éegiThere are other
afflictions, however, besides the loss of propensalth, or friends; some-
times less tolerable, more poignant than these.n/¢boeh tempests break
over a house, whither can they resort but to Gograyer? If they have al-
ready instituted this daily exercise, they neednew arrangements; their
access is direct to the heart of a Father. Let thera family, bow down
before Him, unbosom themselves of that burden, kvperhaps they have
no freedom to tell to a fellow-man. It is good t@w near to God with pe-
culiar sorrows.

There are houses in our world of suffering, whitiee wonderful dealing
of Providence presses with long-continued chasesgnsorrows which
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abide for years, and from which nothing promisesoatiet but death,
which brings with it the cure of all evils to thghiteous, and the answer of
all prayers. There are thorns in the flesh whicld @oes not see good to
extract; domestic crosses, constitutional infirestivexations left like the
Canaanites in the land, incurable pains and dise&s¢hese it is a blessed
thing to pray, and to pray in fellowship. To thake daily worship is a
morning and an evening balm, indispensable asrike€ssary food." Re-
move this agency, and you strike out the lighthef dwelling. Aged and
solitary persons, and victims of mental depresstoave the social flow of
affection, which is afforded by Family-Worship. Hiag ceased to look for
the pity of the world, they need the more those maimications which are
made in the hour of prayer, and here they sometiee® to "glory in
tribulation also." Forlorn, indeed, are such swdfsrin prayerless house-
holds. It is no common trial, for a solitary bekvo spend a lifetime in a
family where there is no other voice to cry to GAdd blessed is that in-
stitution, handed down to us from our forefathéssmeans of which a re-
freshing stream is daily conducted through thetaébn.

A single mourner is, perhaps, found in a housiHal stricken deer,"” that
left the herd “long since, with many an arrow daefixed.” Common
sympathy does not reach such a case; but it ifeeday devotion.

Secret balsams of Christian love often distiltlo@ wounded heart, in the
season of domestic worship, though not a syllalelautbered, which, by
rude allusion, could shock the sensitive mind. Brayffered in the pres-
ence of such a one take a form which soothes,uittsir and elevates.
There is society in worship, even for the mostwsa#eti mourner. The daily
sanctuary of the household would be worth all it emer cost, if it did no
more than minister to this “mind diseased.” In aglmight of pilgrimage,
without the lights of earthly hope, prayer opermas of the better country,
for we are never nearer to heaven than when wepme our knees.

But, reverting to those afflictions which aretfbly a whole family, we
may observe, that they offer remarkable occasiansekperiencing the
benefits of household devotion. The soul is me@fiby grief; every word
spoken at such times sinks deeply. Supposing tad bkthe family to be
suitably exercised, his experience will diffusesitdo the members. The
youngest and the most worldly will be called tanjan lively expressions,
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which may awaken them to reflection, and lead thenurn the dispensa-
tions of Providence to spiritual account. The puofd humiliation of a

heart-stricken father, his penitent confessionsiof his unreserved sub-
mission to the stroke of God's hand, his movingeaties for deliverance,
comfort, and grace; and his irrepressible inteioesswith God for his un-

converted children; these are appeals more likelgat to the heart of the
impenitent, in a time of sorrow, than all the arfipditions of eloquence.
And as afflictions are sure to be remembered, rtteans will cause them
to be remembered as associated with the mostiaffeictiths of religion.

Let us not forget, that God doth not always chidgther doth he keep his
anger for everPsalm 103:9Though weeping may endure for a night, joy
cometh in the morning?salm 30:5Prayers are answered. They cry unto
the Lord in their trouble, and He delivereth thent of their distresses.
Then comes the time for thanksgiving; to praiselibiel for His goodness,
and for His wonderful works to the children of ménwhole family en-
gaged in rendering thanks is a delightful spectadie place to behold it is
the chamber of family prayer. The psalms and psai$esuch a service are
better than mountains of sacrifice. The house fvdmch they ascend is a
Bethel. Where God's worship has been maintainegldars, one may look
back upon the successive seasons of deliverancegratitude, and see
each one marked with its separate Ebenezer. Cigiote professors will-
ingly spend their lives in the reception of divinenefits, and yet withhold
from themselves and their children the appropalemnity for such trib-
ute of thanksgiving! Shame on the degeneracy ofdayr which has made
household irreligion a common thing, even withie thale of the visible
Church!

We have enlarged upon the topic of afflictioncaanected with Family-
Worship, because afflictions are the common loalofand because they
remarkably show the value of this institution. Wieokw no sight more
touching than that of a Christian family, under sohumbling, piercing
dispensation, all gathered in the accustomed pdhqeayer, like fearful
birds overtaken by a storm, and seeking the Lord @GbIsrael, under
whose wings they come to trusiuth 2:12 Rising from prayer, and sepa-
rating for the night, they find their agitationdroad by the presence of the
Comforter, and can say with hope: "O Lord, be gnasiunto us; we have
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waited for thee: be thou their arm every morningy, galvation also in the
time of trouble."! Isaiah 33:2. The ungodly are sot These softening and
consoling influences are unknown to them. Theiefgrare sullen. No fel-

lowship in waiting upon God lifts them above thédgdoarren prospect of
earthly consolations. Their dwellings are dark amakry, in respect to any

stated service of God. And, alas, they are imitétgdnhany in the Church,

who endure the strokes of chastisement again aaith,a@nd even sustain
the arrows of death, without having ever known whatas to come to-

gether as a family, for prayer. Would it be credlitey a Jew, a Moham-
medan, or a heathen, that men who profess thdomlmf Jesus, and sit
down at his table, die, and are carried out todbufiom houses in which

their voices have never been heard in prayer?

8. THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON VISITORS, GUEST
AND NEIGHBOURS.

As "none of us liveth to himself, and no man kit himself," it is right
and seemly that this principle of devotion to tred_should be impressed
on the domestic organization. The Christian houlskelsonot for itself; by
grace it may be as a city set on a hill. Family-#¥ip is a means of carry-
ing out this influence.

Good and evil are constantly and rapidly propagi&tom house to house.
What we denominate public opinion and public chi@mare very much
dependent on this agency, which is not less cettzam the silent but
mighty transmission of the electric fluid in the tevdal world. The dialect
of towns and provinces is thus originated and fixeddes of dress, and
furniture, and living, are carried from circle tarate; extravagance and
vice circulate by the same channels; as do likewd#ical opinions, and
even religious sentiments. Such are the actionraadtion between man
and man, that we never go into a neighbour's hauseceive a neighbour
into our own, without giving or receiving some imgeptible impression;
and by the sum of these are our character and maforened.
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Families differ very widely in respect to theneédom of intercourse.
While some are shut up within themselves, otheep lapen doors, and are
frequented by numbers of visitors and guests. Wherfriend whom we
cherish is under our roof, he should be made trednsthe reigning princi-
ple of the place. In a dwelling where there is narship he may be par-
doned if he say, “Surely the fear of God is nathis place."Gen. 20:11

But in a religious household, even the casuatorisnust sometimes be
made sensible that there is a perpetual referenardther world. Suppose
him to be under the Christian roof, at the appairtieur of prayer. It is
well in every such case, if the service is not teditor postponed. He may
be a stranger to such solemnities: he may be eagbess or profane. Yet
when he sees the whole family gathered, with sténand decorum; when
he hears the word of God read, and joins in thénpsépraise, and kneels
with the rest in an act of worship, it will not bearvellous if he be drawn
to some new and serious reflection. The impressiap be greater than we
suppose, from the very influence of novelty. Thasts of divine service
will have a tendency to show him, that here, astles a circle in which
God is continually recognised. If a householderdat) he will necessarily
be led to contrast with this the condition of hvgnodomestic affairs; and if
he is a professing Christian, living in neglecttuf duty, he will doubtless
experience a pang of conscience. Example is polwédunay see his way
more clear, to make his own habitation a houseajey.

Some years ago," says Mr. Hamilton, of Lond@m’Irish wanderer, his
wife, and his sister, asked a night's shelter enaabin of a pious school-
master. With the characteristic hospitality of hition, the schoolmaster
made them welcome. It was the hour for evening-hiprsand when the
strangers were seated, he began by reading slowlg@emnly the second
chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians. The yonag sat astonished. The
expressions, 'dead in trespasses and sins," @hitdwrath,' ‘walking after
the course of this world," were new to him. He dduan explanation. He
was told that this is God's account of the statenah by nature. He felt
that it was exactly his own state. ‘In this way dvk walked from my
childhood. In the service of the god of this wowe have come to your
house.' He was on the way to a fair, where he d®ério pass a quantity of
counterfeit money. But God's word had found him. ¢ig produced his

52



store of coin, and begged his host to cast it theofire, and asked anx-
iously if he could not obtain the word of God famiself. His request was
complied with, and next morning, with the new trgas the party, who

had now no errand to the fair, returned to theindweme. Perhaps by this
time the pious schoolmaster has met his guestmwitieé gates of the city,
outside of which are thieves, and whatsoever ma&elie. But | cannot

enumerate all the conversions which have occurtetteaChurch in the

house."

"A few years ago," says the same writer, "an Bhggentleman visited
America, and spent some days with a pious frierelwids a man of talent
and accomplishments, but an infidel. Four yearsrafirds he returned to
the same house, a Christian. They wondered athéege, but little sus-
pected when and where it had originated. He tofuntbhat when he was
present at their Family-Worship, on the first ewgnbf his former visit,
and when after the chapter was read, they all kiwiin to pray, the recol-
lection of such scenes in his father's house, l@ays ago, rushed on his
memory, so that he did not hear a single word. tBatoccurrence made
him think, and his thoughtfulness ended in his ilegthe howling wilder-
ness of infidelity, and finding a quiet rest in thavation wrought out by
Jesus Christ.

By this pleasing incident we are led to obsehat the influence of Fam-
ily-Worship is peculiarly great upon guests whodabfor some days or
weeks in a Christian house, even if they have bdwenght up at home
without such privileges. All that has just beennped out here operates
more freely and for a longer time. The beauty diness, and the pleas-
antness of the ways of God, are silently brouglibrieetheir contempla-
tions. We could name instances in which such ausojm a pious family
has made deep impressions on worldly minds, indawed evangelical re-
ligion. This ought surely to rest on the thoughtt€aristian householders,
in the way of duty. We are, perhaps, ready enoaghake our guests wel-
come, to provide for their lodging and refreshmémtshow them the won-
ders of our environs, and to invite friends forithentertainment; but be-
sides this, we owe a duty to their souls. It ougbit for a moment to be
thought possible, that a dear friend or relativeusth stay weeks, or even
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days, in our house, without receiving some spitiatvantage. How often
have the visits of careless young persons to gfagthjlies been made in-
strumental of their salvation. Among the means itenah this direction,

we know none more fruitful than that which forme subject of this vol-
ume.

But we must by no means narrow down the effiaafcglaily worship, to
that which takes place within a particular hougse Whole neighbourhood
feels the influence. Let us not undervalue the paf€hristianity.

No single believer can abide long in a place sithmaking it in some
degree better; the true leaven will work; the tligat will shine. Nor can
any consistent God-fearing household fail of diffigsa hallowed force, in
every direction. Bad influences fly thus, why shadit good ones? It is
true, from the depravity of our nature, men follewil rather than good,
but it is also true, blessed be God! that divirecgruses the very same
channels of connexion for the conveyance of tratth f@oliness.

Suppose only a single pious family, observing tloeship of God, without
shame or concealment, in the midst of a wickedetgciTheir peculiar
ways, and this service in particular, will attraxitice and beget remark.
The visitor, or the passer-by, will hear the voafepraise or prayer. The
observation will be natural, That house is a hoafsprayer; God is hon-
oured in that house. Neighbours will learn thatehsra man who arranges
all his business, and fixes all his hours, witlrerehce to the daily house-
hold devotion, which nothing is allowed to intertuphere are occasions
in which this peculiarity of the dwelling is brougimto full light. In cases
of sudden illness, calamity, or soul-trouble, eveng will know whither to
go for a praying man, to kneel by the bed of deathp speak peace to the
troubled conscience. Where such households areptredtin any town or
neighbourhood, by means of counsel and exampleg tikea mighty in-
crease given to the expansive Christian princgleh as often changes the
whole face of society. How earnestly ought we tayphat this particular
means of social and national improvement, may vecan immediate ex-
tension throughout our beloved land; and that tinfiali professors, living
in neglect of this plain duty, may awake to repeataand reformation!
What a change might we expect soon to see in regutrere now the fee-
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ble piety which exists is like a half-expiring tapehich scarcely reaches
beyond its little home-circle!

We are under the humbling impression that thanis of the points, in re-
gard to which, with all our boast of superior pieges, we have not im-
proved on the example of our pious forefathers. Agnthe people of the
seventeenth century, there was probably a far smaitbportion of Chris-
tian professors living in prayerless houses thaorgrourselves. The per-
formance of this duty was made matter of speciastigation, by pastors
and elders of the church. And the effect was augiiéin of piety, more un-
obtrusive perhaps, but not less rapid, and ceytaiat less sound, than that
which, in our day, we are fond of seeking by peadabexcitements and
doubtful measures. The sacred treasure of one lmmcsene the portion of
many, and whole communities caught the fire whidyinave been enkin-
dled in a corner. Such was the case in the towKidderminster, which
was blessed with the labours of one Richard Baxed his testimony,
however familiar, is too valuable to be omittedhrs place.

“On the Lord's day," says Mr. Baxter, "there wasdisorder to be seen in
the streets, but you might hear a hundred famdieging psalms, and re-
peating sermons, as you passed through the sti&éEsn | came thither
first, there was about one family in a street thatshipped God and called
on his name; and when | came away, there were stmeets where there
was not above one family in the side of a streat dind not so, and that did
not, by professing serious godliness, give us sbopes of their sincerity;
and those families which were the worst, being iand ale-houses, usu-
ally some persons in each did seem to be religiSame of the poor men
did competently understand the body of divinityd avere able to judge in
difficult controversies. Some of them were so ablprayer, that very few
ministers did match them in order and fulness agotdexpressions, and
holy oratory with fervency. Abundance of them weailde to pray very
laudably with their families, or with others. Thartper of their minds, and
the innocency of their lives, was much more lauddban their parts.”

It may sometimes be the case that a man of hustat®n, and defective
culture of mind, may be called upon to perform thisy in the presence of
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guests, or strangers, whom he regards as muchiaufzehimself, and this
will doubtless be a trial to his faith. But let himot shrink from the service
of God. In a majority of instances, those very passwill go away with a
higher estimate of his character, for this veryadauty. Each of us should
remember the words of David, when he said, "l gfleak of thy testimo-
nies also before kings, and will not be ashaméddlm 109:46When
George the Fourth was in Ireland, as we find restrdy the Rev. Dr.
Sprague, he told Lord Roden, that, on a particatarning, he would
breakfast with him. He accordingly came, bringinighvhim two or three
of the nobility, and happened to arrive just asldwidship and family were
assembled for domestic worship. Lord Roden, benfgrined that his
royal guest had arrived, went to the door, and witbry token of respect
conducted him into the house. Then, turning tokimng, he said, " Your
majesty will not doubt that | feel highly honourbd this visit, but there is
a duty which | have not yet discharged this morningich | owe to the
King of kings — that of performing domestic worshgnd your majesty
will be kind enough to excuse me while | retirelwihy household, and at-
tend to it." “Certainly,” replied the king, "butaim going with you;" and he
immediately rose and followed him into the hall,ash the family were as-
sembled, and taking his seat in an old arm-chamained during the fam-
ily devotion.

In reading accounts of the persecuted non-constemit is remarkable
how often we find that they were arrested by pwasnis and other offi-
cers, at the time of Family- Worship: this was aarhwhen they were sure
to be taken together. Besides, at a time when tidiggifts of Christ's
ministers were restrained by governments, it wa$ uaousual for
neighbours to come in at the season of domestigeprand thus the
household assembly would often become an unlavaventicle (assem-
bly). Even in our own day, ministers of the goseld other pious per-
sons, have opened their doors to neighbours winstedi for truth and de-
votion; and in this way the religion of the famitlyay extend itself with
blessings to the vicinity. The household-prayer4ingecannot have a
more auspicious origin. O when shall we beholddag, when every pro-
fessing Christian in our Church shall be duly awtkée power of the in-
strumentality which is lodged in his hands!
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9. THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP IN PERPETUATING
SOUND DOCTRINE.

Those for whom these pages are chiefly intendedira nothing more
fully agreed than in this, that every portion ofide truth is precious, and
that every deviation, however small, from the fatice delivered to the
saints, is most earnestly to be deprecated. Hemesual care was taken by
our pious forefathers, in so framing compendioum®of doctrine, and so
inculcating them upon the infant mind, and so drgcadherence to them
from church-officers, as might best preclude depead from the original,
covenanted, testimony. This has not been unobsdyyeslir adversaries,
and we are familiar, as a church, with the charfgeetng stiff, opposed to
innovations, and tenacious of the traditions ofefueers.

Though no human guards can maintain sound dectwe must, never-
theless, avail ourselves of every lawful meansré&leea constant tendency
to deflect from the line of true direction. It assfrom the depraved nature,
and has manifested itself in every successivefemm,that of the Apostles
downwards. Hence the necessity for God's frequashigaacious interposi-
tion, in the way of reformation and revival. Thixe great work which was
wrought by outstanding spiritual men was a cleaamgy of wood, hay,
and stubble, errors and abuses which had beendouitie primitive foun-
dation. The early church was, comparatively, pBrg.it was not long be-
fore tares began to be visible among the wheat duéng the life of hose
men and those who succeeded allowed serious ¢ororeep in, especially
in regard to the decrees of God. In the eighteeeattury this dereliction of
the old faith became more and more striking.

And though we can rejoice that God will have igesn us we have still
to lament the wide departures of multitudes fromttiath. The piety of an-
cestors conveys no hereditary blessing to theldn. Nor do we believe
it to be the purpose of God to connect perpetuitfaith with any form of
external service, however excellent. Yet we areplyepersuaded that
among the means which He is pleased to use foetids one of the most
prominent is Family-Worship. If any thing has bestained by our inves-
tigations thus far, it has been shown, that Familyrship is promotive of
piety. It is in this very way that it is promotivé soundness in the faith.
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Truth and holiness act and react on one another fiidt instrumentality is
doubtless that of the truth, by which, in the hafhdhe Spirit, the work of
sanctification is effected. But not less undeniabléhat further influence,
by which the graces of the soul foster the docsrioiethe word. All defec-
tion from the faith begins in decay of piety. Souwwttrine is a plant that
will not flourish in a soil which has lost the wamof gracious affection.

There may be scriptural creeds in the very wofdbe venerable reform-
ers; such are the confessions of Germany, Hollarmd] the Swiss
churches; but the body of the people, and espgdiadl ministry, will go
off into the most destructive errors. There wasedqga of "dead ortho-
doxy," as it was called, in Germany, which precetiedgrand apostasy.

Decay of vital godliness leads rapidly to unodtw or false teaching.
Times of outward prosperity are seized by the ahrgrfor carrying on
this disastrous work. Wealth flows into the churahd Christian profes-
sors, forgetting their vocation as a "peculiar peggemulate the world, in
their expenditure, their equipage, and their eat@ments. The question
which is common among us, as to the lawfulness esfam frivolous
amusements, is a question which could not be schrmagcagitated in a
flourishing and spiritual church. No man can thofkt as mooted among
the Apostles or early martyrs, among the refornoersovenanters. But at a
certain stage in the falling away from the trug¢hfaive find members of
the church opening their houses for the midnigicdathen going freely
to the theatre, and to games of hazard; and finalaking shipwreck of the
faith.

As piety decays, there are great tendernesgor, @nd great latitude in
the exposition of doctrine. A spurious charity foikbevery word of harsh-
ness towards even gross error and indifferencebattdhave their descent
from worldliness in the church and leads to her&¥hatever, therefore,
promotes piety, in the same degree promotes thef loéltruth.

Family-Worship is one of those observances witichdifficult to main-
tain for any length of time, without at least soseatiment of reverence for
evangelical truth. More public and ceremonious rmadces may continue
to be rendered necessary and decorous by the custbsociety; but the
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prayer of the household is apt to fall into disudeen the spirit in which it
originated has altogether fled.

It is worthy of observation, that there is sonmaghn the very temper en-
gendered by Family-Worship, which favours persisyen the faith. It is a
temper of mingled love and veneration. We entertainrespect for that
youthful independence which exhibits itself in thizision of Christian
households, and in the going off of sons and daugtib this or that reli-
gious community while perhaps, the aged pair aftetéetotter on, un-
supported, to the ancient church. Our estimate péung man does not
rise, when he takes a pride in showing that he doesare what may have
been the opinion of his father. Such is not theakgion which is nurtured
by the daily worship of a godly house. The bodys$ociations, which is
formed by repeatedly engaging, for long years,dts @f common devo-
tion, with honoured parents, is very strong andilgs and manifestly
leads, unless there are powerful and conscientieasons on the other
part, to the maintenance of the tenets which tipasents loved.

The recollection of a departed father or mothsremployed in the patri-
archal conduct of domestic worship, has often, webtl not, been an op-
erative bond to restrain the wayward youth fronmsdateachings. And
though some may be disposed, without ceremongaoasunder, and cast
away, such cords, as hostile to independence afgtitowe have always
observed them to be strongest in the most ingenaadsnoble natures.
Family religion is therefore eminently conservatiaed stands among the
barriers on which we most rely against an inundeatiberrors.

But there is something more than an appeal todbéiffection, in the
power of domestic piety to perpetuate sound dastriramily-Worship,
from its very nature, keeps the mind attentivertitht and familiar with its
smallest ramifications. The way in which greathrutall into discredit, be
it observed, is not by being refuted, but by bekegt out of view. Who
can fail to perceive the advantage of a daily agerovhich holds before
the minds of youth, in a natural and unobtrusiwet, satisfactory manner,
the leading doctrines of religion? Where the Sargg are fully and stat-
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edly read in a household, day by day, there isgtieatest possible safe-
guard against error.

We desire no other orthodoxy than that which istaoed in this rule of
faith. We leave it to Rome, to be afraid of thewné. Our venerated for-
mulas of faith were drawn up by men, who, thoughtlii®@ most part edu-
cated under other influences, derived their tefreta the naked word. By
this we are ready to abide; and we maintain witimestness, that the best
of all methods for preventing a slide into apostasya perpetual inculca-
tion of the Scriptures, such as is continually ngkiplace in Family-
Worship. Though there may be some marked exceptiotimmes of con-
troversy, and among disputants, it is a generdah trihat those promoting
error are seldom great textual analysts. Whilethenother hand, we ven-
ture the assertion, that no race of men ever ekiste whom the very
words of Scripture have been so familiar as thoke,vamong our ances-
tors, have professed the strictest doctrines ofgfemation.

A Christian family is brought daily to the foumteof all truth. Prayer it-
self inculcates truth. All acceptable prayer isrfded on distinct views of
doctrine. The posture of the soul in prayer, moeepis favourable to the
reception of those very doctrines which are commadiné first to be im-
pugned. Hence it is a trite and true saying thatmating error are more
sound in their prayers than in their preaching.sTikinatural. One of the
most common deviations into error regards humalhtyhbo keep God's
law. But he who is upon his knees will falter beftve can address the Al-
mighty with any boast of such ability. Many, we aw@e, have bewailed
their original depravity, and confessed their natworruption, in prayer,
who have denied it in books and sermons; and maeywould fain be-
lieve, have pleaded the righteousness of Chrigbuted to the believing
soul, as their only meritorious ground of justifica, who have stoutly de-
nied the possibility of such an imputation. Thesearks are made for the
purpose of showing that prayer itself is a vehidethe conveyance of
sound doctrine, and that he who, in a Christiarsholistens from year to
year, to the voice of humble, ardent supplicatespecially from parental
lips, and who, by the very nature of the exerasealled to make the sen-
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timents his own, is already in a school of theologlgose instructions tend
to maintain his adherence to the faith of his churc

There is a propriety in having at least one hafuthe week in which the
Christian parent may take the place of a soleminuator in divine things,
and there is seemliness in connecting these lessitimthe season of de-
votion. There have never been better theologiamshave there been any
more disposed to abide by what they had learneah those who have
learned in Family-Worship and those who but to s@¢et such we shall
see, without surprise, flying to other communiacasg looking down with
contempt on the faith of their fathers.

In our first chapter, we found occasion to lam#@ decay of Family-
Worship in the original seats of the Reformationd ave have now ob-
served the decay of sound doctrine in the sametgesnThe former ne-
glect may be fairly considered as one of the caw$esh have wrought the
present evils in the churches. It is remarkablat Where Family-Worship
and the due observance of the Sabbath have failtendisuse, error and
worldliness prevail: and it is equally remarkalileat one of the prominent
symptoms of recovery, wherever the gospel resutsgsower, is a return
to these ordinances. For we would not be undersagocharging upon the
whole body of believers in many countries a disrégaf household-
devotion. In cases where men have been broughettrae light, from ra-
tionalism and a so called theology of interpretihg Word of God to suit
our time they have exhibited the family-likenessalihprevails in all "the
household of faith.”

10. INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON THE CHURCH.

In a certain sense, all the advantages of Fawiiyship which are indi-
cated in this volume may be said to redound tatie of the Church; but
this is true also of influences which are more sdand immediate.
Whatever may be the reflex and incidental consecpsiof prayer, these
are second to its grand consequence, to wit, issvanin heaven. “For
every one that asketh, receiveth; and he that #eeliedeth; and to him
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that knocketh, it shall be opened/atthew 6:8 The primary advantage of
family-prayer to the church, is that it is answerktds no small thing for

any congregation to have daily cries for God's diep on it ascending
from a hundred firesides. What a spring of refreshinto a pastor!

The story is told of a preacher who told his flatlat he had "lost his
prayer-book,"” meaning their prayers; as also tbatdgjuaint saying of the
last age, "A praying people makes a preaching teinisSuch aid has been
well compared to that of Aaron and Herodus 17:12

Faithful and affectionate Christians never failémember their spiritual
guide in their household supplications. Though wanot trace the con-
nexion, such prayers are often answered in theehoti§&Sod. Amidst the
peculiar trials and discouragements of a laboriousistry, it is one of
their chief restoratives to know that they are tilduof by the family
groups of worship in every part of the fellowshifhis stimulates them to
give all possible diffusion to the observance; aadhe praying households
increase, the strength of their arm is increase@ad. Every considerate
ministry will rejoice in a stated service of so rhusimplicity, and suscep-
tible of so easy enlargement, for keeping them thed wants, and their
sacred work, every day before some portion, if th@ whole, of their
charge.

But the ministry is not the church, though theg an important part of it,
and though their spiritual prosperity is an inddxttee prosperity of the
church. Within the fellowship bounds there are pibigects to be prayed
for, and these cannot but arise before the praymgehold. Let us not be
thought to give them undue prominence, when, antioese we specify the
poor and the afflicted. God has chosen them foarsee regard; “he that
honour eth Him hath mercy on the pod?rfoverbs 14:31And it is very
remarkable, that when Peter, James, and John, iwaareagreement with
Paul and Barnabas about their respective fieldelwbur, the one addi-
tional point, which had a distinct memorandum, w@s,the language of
Paul,) “only they would that we should remember ffoor; the same
which | also was forward to doGalatians 2:1T'he indigent members of a
church are, in a special manner, committed to twe land prayers of
Christian families, who, while they have enough &mdpare, will perhaps
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cause their prayers and their alms together to &camfor a memorial be-
fore God.”Acts 10:4.

There are other trials of the fellow-heirs, whedte to be borne in mind.
Such is the unity of the brotherhood that we oughsome seasons, to re-
member before God every brother and sister in €heisus, throughout all
the earth. It is a delightful part of fraternalardession, which brings to our
hearts more sensibly than any thing else can @opiieness of the body of
Christ. There are scattered cases, in differeris mdithe world, of brethren
who are so insulated, and so remote from any hiegt, they would have
none to pray for them, unless this spirit of expansove prevailed in the
church. Among the revelations of the last day, Wallgossibly discover
that some of the richest blessings we ever receivade descended on us
in answer to the prayers of brethren whose faceshad first behold on
“that day."

If there is any case of extraordinary afflictiona particular church, it
will be brought to remembrance in the hour of fgnptayer. Such refer-
ences touch the heart. They educate youthful sétyiland train up the
Christian child to "rejoice with them that do rejej and weep with them
that weep.'/Romans 12:15

Intercessory prayer is a part of devotion whishmuch neglected. The
late William Romaine, of London, has a treatisetluis subject, which is
deserving of perusal. His own practice was mosigary. He kept a list
of friends, ministers, afflicted persons, and ah&hom he made the sub-
jects of special intercession by name.

At first he devoted to this work of love, a siagifternoon in each week,
but his catalogue increased so much that he wéngth constrained to
devote to it an additional evening. In our lettemsd our partings, we are
accustomed, often too formally, to ask the pragérsur friends. Such re-
guests are apt to be forgotten. Family-Worshipdsithem to mind. Here
we can relieve beloved brethren, whom we may bélaena help in any
other way. And what can be more beautiful than alevichurch, with all
its members, daily praying for one another!

The judgment day will bring to light unnumbereenkfits conferred in
answer to the requests of devout families.
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Besides the direct consequences of family- prayeblessings on the
church, there are others which must not be oveddokot to repeat that
the whole tone of piety in a congregation is elesidby household devo-
tion where the interests of the religious commuynrdty such, are kept con-
tinually before the mind. Those who pray for a bieg on the Word, will
be most apt to expect a blessing, most ready torrmover barren ordi-
nances, most earnest in longing for revival, mashgassionate to the
souls of impenitent hearers, and most active incdtion, and other ef-
forts, for the saving of souls. Family-prayer iayer for more than the
family; it is prayer for the church: thus it secerttie preaching, and culti-
vates the spirit of love for the whole society. Nthat the Puritan usage, of
repeating in the house the sermon which was hearithé church, has
fallen into neglect, it is useful to have such mmyoffered on the Lord's
Day evening, as may keep up the impression of diairdinances. On the
eve of sacramental services, the daily requestasfyniamilies for the spe-
cial presence of Christ is a means of edificatmmlt concerned. In times
of awakenings when multitudes are under the pahgsmviction for sin,
there is unspeakable preciousness in a daily eseekghich presents their
case before God, and which tends to diffuse thdthiahinfluence on
every side.

All these incidental advantages derived by therc from Family- Wor-
ship, may be referred to a single principle: theenests of the body are
brought home to the house. “Now are they many mesnhet but one
body." 1 Corinthians 12:20he views of the humble private Christian are
enlarged, to take in, first the particular churdhaich he is a member,
and then the whole assemblage of Christ's peoplelysthis is no unim-
portant contribution to catholic unity.

We live in an age when, through divine grace nhgedical Christians all
over the earth are awakened to a new zeal for ihygagation of the gos-
pel, and for general charity, by means of assatiaféort. Towards this
grand result millions of gold and silver are bestdwbut no gift of the
church is equal to her prayers. It is not enougt tihese enterprises should
have a place in the sanctuary, they must haveca pliathe fireside.
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As the spirit of missions, and the desire of €ftgiappearing, increase
among us, a change will be recognised in our fachélyotions. The diffu-
sion of God's word will form a theme of daily sujpption. The mission-
ary, the Sabbath-school teacher, and the agentldicpgbenevolence, will
be solemnly and affectionately commended to Gograying households.
Now this cannot be continued for any length of timthout a manifest in-
fluence on all who are thus employed. The most eepeed of the circle
will find their public spirit, their philanthropyand their zeal for Christ's
house, augmented by this repeated utterance ofvblem¢ desires. The
children, youth, and sojourners, of the house, Wlrn to view these
works of charity as an essential part of religinayer to be out of sight
even for so much as a day. No agency will do morextend, and render
universal, the patrticipation of all our church-mearsin the great aggres-
sive work of the church. A due application of th&sghs to the prayers of
our families, would put an end to those mortifyangd fearful revelations,
made from time to time, of whole congregations, amdn whole preshy-
teries, which contribute nothing to the spread lt¢ gospel in foreign
lands.

Prayer would lead to action, and new energy wdngddnfused into our
missions, foreign and domestic, our education otipiyouth, and our cir-
culation of Christian books, through the length anehdth of the land.

It is respectfully suggested, that pastors addrelmay assist to this end,
by timely counsels, as to the mode of conductingiliaprayer, and by
their own example, when called upon to lead in piheeyers of a house-
hold. The people at large need to be encouragesltoge their petitions
for these great objects, and to bring them constamthin the circle of
their household devotions.

We have reserved for this place a point whicheappto us to be second
to no other in its bearing on this branch of oubjsat; we mean family-
prayer for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on tbleurch. The duty and
privilege of such prayer, in general, are acknogéetl by every pious
heart. We desire to call attention to the necessityuch prayer, as a part
of daily household worship. A church is alreadyaistate of revival when
all its praying families are thus engaged in siitgeBut in the coldest
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times, those that fear the Lord should make consei®f bearing this mat-
ter on their hearts before God, amidst their fagmsili

Immense power is thus added to the public miistrthe word. It is la-
mentable, that so many live as if the whole weigihtesponsibility was
with the preacher and as if they had no sort oteomin the success of his
work. Periods of great awakening, ever since the afaPentecost, have
been commonly preceded by united and earnest pfayéehis particular
blessing, on the part of “the multitude of themtthelieved." That profess-
ing Christian who truly longs for such an awakenasgshall bring into the
church his children, his neighbours, and all thatafar off, can in no way
more directly contribute towards the blessed reshlin by deliberately
and uninterruptedly making it enter into the prayer which he leads his
household. Where this is forgotten, it is no maifetligion declines, and
if the unconverted members of the family draw theural conclusion, that,
after all, their impenitent condition is an evilbtanimportant to be pre-
sented before God.

Why should there not be a union of family tiessich prayers, by an
agreement, one day in the week, to regard this @sfiecial earnestness in
their domestic worship? This would at once be aednn prayer. In Oc-
tober, 1744, a number of Scottish ministers adoptetethod, for a limited
period of two years, namely, to set apart some timeé&aturday evening,
and on the Lord's-day morning, and more solemnéyfitst Tuesday of
each quarter. Great numbers in Scotland and Endé&hoh with the pro-
posal, and some in America. In Edinburgh aloneethgere as many as
thirty praying-societies, some of which consistddupwards of thirty
members. The details are not here given, becausmtamtion is only to
recommend the principle, as applicable to domgstyer. But there are
some judicious remarks of Jonathan Edwards on tl&iSh memorial re-
specting this subject which are worthy of inserta@nintimately connected
with the very topic in hand.

Open quote: "Union is one of the most amiablegtithat appertain to
human society, yea, it is one of the most beautihd happy things on
earth, which indeed makes earth most like heaveudl li&s made of one
blood all nations of men, to dwell on all the fadehe earth, hereby teach-

66



ing us this moral lesson, that it becomes mankihtbae united as one
family. And this is agreeable to the nature thatl®as given men, dispos-
ing them to society; and the circumstances Godpgiased them in, so
many ways obliging and necessitating them to it."As it is the glory of
the church of Christ that she, in all her membbamyever dispersed, is
thus one holy society, one city, one family, ondyo it is very desirable
that this union should be manifested and becomel®jsand so, that her
distant members should act as one, in those thimasconcern the com-
mon interest of the whole body, and in those dudias$ exercises wherein
they have to do with their common Lord and Headseseking of him the
common prosperity. It becomes all the memberspréacular family, who
are so strictly united, and have in so many respexe common interest,
to unite in prayer to God for the things they neiedbecomes a nation, in
days of prayer appointed by national authorityGeatain seasons visibly to
unite in prayer for those public mercies which aancthe interest of the
whole nation; so it becomes the church of Christictvis one holy nation,
a peculiar people, one heavenly family, more s$yriaghited in many re-
spects, and having infinitely greater interestgt tare common to the
whole, than any other society, | say, it especiaigomes this society visi-
bly to unite, and expressly to agree togetherraygr to God, for the
common prosperity." Close quote.

There is nothing in such a proposal which may b®tarried out in its
principle, by an agreement among Christian brethremegard to their
Family-Worship. Thus, minding the same things, thewld be drawn to-
gether by a tie of peculiar tenderness, and woegdl dll the binding influ-
ences of Christian friendship increased in strength

In regard to the education of children who haveaaly been dedicated to
God no salutary influence can be considered sictalgren ought to grow
up in the midst of prayers which may teach them hoyray. They should
learn, from the beginning, to look, not on theirrmothings only, but every
one "also on the things of others;" and to reghedchurch of the Lord Je-
sus Christ as the great object of their affectieven from their earliest
years. All the sentiments which, as we have saa/@bare cultivated by
Family-Worship, are brought into the warm and rgaghaped affections
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of the youthful heart, among the most favourabieurnstances. So that we
are justified in expecting a marked differencerespect to largeness of
soul, and expansive benevolence, and attachmethietahurch, between
one who has passed his childhood in a house okeprand one who has
lived through that period of momentous interest agnoeglecters of God.

Can the church willingly forego an instrumentalithich promises these
results? Can professors of faith in Christ denyngeves and their little
ones a means of grace which God so blesses, onremang the dangers
of the “heathen, and the families that call nottis name?"

11. THE INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON THE NATION.

To the earthly politician nothing can seem mdrsuad than to ascribe to
the devotions of private Christians, any powerdgard to states and em-
pires. Religion is an element in political changed recognised by the
wisdom of this world. Yet it cannot be a mattenrafifference, even in re-
spect to civil government and national wealth, tmatdreds of thousands
of families, dispersed abroad in the earth, ar/ @galdressing themselves
to God in prayer. And it may turn out to be trdggtta nation in which all
the families shall be thus employed, will deriverir this very peculiarity a
character conducive to public strength.

Before treating of the direct influence of pragernations, we ask atten-
tion to some particulars which are too much negléct

The indispensable material of a happy State bsdy of good citizens. It
is not territory, fertile soil, mines, cities, grtsavies, armies, monuments,
laws, constitutions, or even liberty, which sustai ennoble a people but
good citizens. That which makes good citizens, gaficectly to the felicity
and glory of a State. This will not be denied, m age and country of
which it is the genius to flatter, and almost ddlfg people. Viewing the
matter even from the low point of temporal thingks,admit that the power
and stability of government reside in the virtughs citizens.
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This grand desire is to be secured, not by wiatdesnactment, but in de-
tail. No general arrangements, however good, caohré¢he mind of the
people. Legislation and polity presuppose gooaeitship. National virtue
is the virtue of collected individuals. The powerlte applied, for this re-
sult, will therefore operate to most advantage wihiught to bear on the
primary and constituent portions, especially onhefamnily and each indi-
vidual.

To make good citizens we must begin early. tbis late when the adult
character is attained. Hence the acknowledged imapoe of universal
education in a free country. But this early traghnimay be complete in re-
spect of intellectual discipline, and may yet bedequate. We need moral
gualities in the good citizen. If we could so degtéo the elements of so-
ciety, as to make every family a school of soundgiples and virtuous
habits, we should plainly be dealing with the v&agtors and constituents
of a prosperous State; and the method which shemddmplish this would
be a national blessing. Such a method is domedligion; including, as
one of its principal parts, Family-Worship. We gmepared to maintain
that this institution cannot nourish in any countnghout directly contrib-
uting to those habits which are favourable to lasder, and peace.

It is not more true that the infant brood growshe power of caring for
themselves, in the nest, than that men are formtedtihe habits of life, in
the family. It is the earliest, cheapest, safest] mightiest institution for
this purpose. Hence it is the especial object séals from the gathering
hordes of disorganizing reformers in our day. Oergwside, under the
guidance of philosophers we hear the outcry agaimestiomestic temple;
— "Rase it, rase it, even to the foundations thierd®salm 137:7. Igno-
rant of the true sources of pauperism and oppnessiar puling pseudo-
philanthropists are in perpetual agitation abowet wrongs of labour, the
rights of women, and the reconstruction of sociégsociation,” such as
they propose, would pluck away the hearth-stond, taeak the marriage
bond. Forgetful of the homely sentence, that thgelst house is not large
enough for two families, they would take down adirtgions, throw a
whole community into one, cashier the natural gaasl of infancy, and
subject masses of youth, in phalanxes, to the rgfiah drill of a newly-
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invented education. As bubble after bubble explpdesl successive

prophets of Socialism fall into deserved contenipis hoped that the

world will become satisfied with the constitutiomieh dates back as far as
Paradise.

Every Christian household is a school of gooteitship. This might be
safely rested on reasons already given. But onevorparticulars merit
separate consideration. Family-Worship, as we lsaes, promotes habits
of order. It brings a stated regulation into theusey and gathers the in-
mates by a fixed law. It sets up a wholesome lraagainst wanton irregu-
larity, sloth, and night-wandering. It encourageslye hours, thoughtful-
ness, and affection; and above all, it adds stretggthe principle of sub-
ordination and obedience; a point which we darepass lightly.

Good citizens are such as abide by the law, abdhi themselves to au-
thority. The habit of so doing must be formed untther parental roof. All
the duties of subjects and citizens range themsaiwneler the fifth com-
mandment; and he who is not a good son cannogbed citizen. Here we
may refer to a passage already cited, in which &g of Abraham: "I
know him, that he will command his children andmzisehold after him."
Gen. 18:19 Domestic discipline is an ordinance of God. As family
was the earliest community, so this is the earf@sh of government; and,
notwithstanding the dreams of Rousseau and hisptis¢ about a social
contract, which never existed, here is the trugiomf States. Observe the
connexion: "Abram shall surely become a great aighty nation: for |
know him, that he will command his children.” Hesethe influence of
family-religion on the commonwealth. We have alsea@id enough to
show the bearing of domestic worship on parentatroband filial obedi-
ence: our present inquiry is in regard to the teogleof this to public
safety and peace.

The popular evils which threaten our countryeiis great measure from
a spirit of insubordination; and this is causechkylect of parental author-
ity. He who has never learned to obey and honosrféther and his
mother, will never yield himself to magistracy aladv. The evil is bold
and increasing. Children become men with a frighgfecocity. Travellers
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from abroad complain that there are no boys amadout only infants

and men: the period of subordination is overleapedur cities the streets
are filled with hordes of youth who appear to ackigolge no loyalty to

any household. These are the materials for mobsirmdrections, the
candidates for gaols and gibbets, and alms-hoaseésyessels of piracy. It
is needless to say, that the houses from which gaath proceed, enjoy
no worship of God; but we conceive it to be impott® add, that the con-
scientious observance of family-devotion will go fa prevent such enor-
mities. A nation of families worshipping God wilver be a nation of law
and order.

No municipal police can make up for the abserfcgomestic authority.
The weakening of this principle over a whole laisdpothing but the rup-
ture of each several link in the chain. As the exlances, we lose the
very material of magistracy, and the capacity fionfand gentle command.
The scriptural maxim is, that he who cannot rulehame, cannot rule
abroad. The bishop, or minister, must be "one thkdth well his own
house, having his children in subjection with at\gty; for if a man know
not how to rule his own house, how shall he take @d the Church of
God?"1 Tim. 3:5. The principle admits of an equal application toilciv
government. The discipline of the family cannotitlneaded without a cor-
responding disorganization of society. And the gesal is to be attained,
not by adding strength to government, or stringetaclaws, or terror to
punishments, but by training in every house inlér& a group of Chris-
tian citizens, habituated to manly obedience.

We have still to consider the great and crowrfangour which Family -
Worship confers on the commonwealth: it brings ddwavenly blessings
from the prayer-hearing God.

Take out of a nation its praying souls and yavéeit defenceless and ac-
cursed. Cities and kingdoms have been spared éosdke of Christ's peo-
ple who were in them. Jehovah would have withhé&ddestroying venge-
ance from Sodom and the cities of the plain, "tar's sake.Gen. 18:32
The cries of the poor, who fear God, enter "int® ¢lars of the Lord of Sa-
baoth."James 5:4 Politicians attribute no potency to the prayerbelfev-
ers, but they are heard in heaven. They have, éafow, averted great
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evils, and procured great deliverances. Israel atmsit to be utterly con-
sumed at Taberah, but "when Moses prayed untodh# the fire was
guenched. “Numb.11:2 The agonizing prayer of Dafuehis people, was
mighty before GodDan. 10:14

When the Most High is about to return to a guilepple, he does it in an-
swer to prayer, and summons those who fear hinutoillation: "Let the
bridegroom go forth of his chamber, and the bridead her closet: let the
priests, the Lord's ministers, weep between thelpand the altar, and let
them say, Spare thy people, O Lorddel 2:16-17 The angel who stands
with a drawn sword over a country, is no doubtmftecalled by reason of
those prayers which are forgotten by sinful rubard a profane people.

True Christians feel it to be their bounden diatypray for the govern-
ment. Though we have no prescribed form for tmspur public service,
we hold it to be an important part of intercessidfe have known minis-
ters to be charged with partisanship in politicecduse they publicly
prayed for those in office. No patriot and no Cimis can consistently re-
fuse so to pray, with fulness and earnestnessouidvbe dreadful, indeed,
if the devotions of God's house were to take tbegction from the gusts
of political opinion. It is no human rubric, but arspired oracle, which en-
joins that "supplications, prayers, intercessians] giving of thanks be
made for all men; for kings, and for all that aneauthority; that we may
lead a peaceable life, in all godliness and honestyimothy 2:1-2.Such
prayers go up from the devout household also, hedrtore they are mul-
tiplied the more reason is there to hope for natignosperity.

Men who love their country will delight to takbeir households with
them to the throne of grace, in beseeching Godsufain any great na-
tional emergency. When questions of vast momenirasaispense, when
divisions are threatened, especially when the cgustat war, the prayers
of Christian families in every church throughoue tland are exerting an
unseen agency, outweighing, perhaps, the delibesatof senates, and
cabinets, and councils of war. And the youth whe #@ained to such
prayers, are growing up in the best school of pagm. No man will be
less likely to love his country, for having beenght to pray for it every
day.
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A land covered by praying families may be welledha Christian land.
That it would be happy in proportion, even in ciaffairs, can be denied
only by those who reject all religion. Were evesyh in America, in this
respect, what Kidderminster was, in the days oft&axve should, indeed,
be the glory of all lands. It is all that we need bur exaltation, and the
method by which it is to be sought is not remoterexondite, not the
method of association or agitation, or waiting @thers to concur; it is
simply for every man in his place to set up theshgr of God. The true
way to bring health to a diseased nation is toyctire cure to every house.
The aggregate energy of a multitude of zealousli@sniunited in prayer
for the country, is beyond all computation: it lsstwhich “exalteth a na-
tion." Patriotism could confer nothing better oe fand she loves, than to
kindle this fire on every hearth. The voice of tkegiving and joy would
burst over the domestic and national walls, anahreie most distant
lands. Who will not pray for such a consummatiob@t'the people praise
thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. Thaf the earth yield her in-
crease; and God, even our own God, shall blesSa$.shall bless us; and
all the ends of the earth shall fear hifasalm 67:5-7

12. INFLUENCE OF FAMILY-WORSHIP ON POSTERITY.

He was a churl who said, "Why should | care fostprity? What has pos-
terity done for me?" Only a mean and selfish miad be indifferent as to
what is coming on the earth. If any such meaning imaolved in the ob-
scure words of King Hezekiah, he was certainly geherous in his
thoughts, when, on hearing the sentence of GodxbkRimed, "Is it not
good, if peace and truth be in my day&?Kings 20:19 We take pleasure
in receiving the words in a nobler sense. Theravar, how r ever, whose
maxim is, "Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we.diL Cor. 15:32 They
close their eyes to every thing which may happéer éiey are gone, con-
tent to live in self-indulgence, and to let thelmildren take their chance.
The religion of the Bible sets itself in stern opji@n to such a temper. It
constantly directs our view to children, and chelds children; teaching us
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that all the good which we have is to be transmitiehe Church, the Bi-
ble, and the ordinances are made a part of this @rad the blessings of
the Church are a sacred trust for remote ages. Jatreotism speaks the
same language. The fathers of our Constitutionigealfor contingencies
yet in reserve, and far distant, and wise legisitais perpetually endeav-
ouring to pierce the future, and to secure the avelbf the country when
the present generation shall be no more. Institatiwhich hold out a pro-
mise of good to those who shall come after us dabubbe dear to the pa-
triot and the parent. Natural affection and parepiety are far-sighted,
and look down the misty prospect with an anxiousegdho man who is
worthy of the name of a father, can be unconcemmeegard to the destiny
of his children, or even his remote descendants.

This consideration has entered largely into dgal usages and statutes of
all nations, and especially colours the common ¢dvour ancestors. We
observe it in the primo-geniture and entails of lang, and in all that re-
lates to the tenure of lands. It is remarkably apee in all testamentary
disposition of estates. Those who accumulate ptpmae chiefly influ-
enced by a regard for their offspring, and whery iten no longer enjoy it
themselves, leave no cautions unobserved in omeeture it to their
families. Rising to a level of higher benevolenae, observe the principle
operating in charitable bequests, and endowmentsjrathe founding of
institutions which are known to be capable of amlyartial influence in the
present day. It is the chief function of governnseiat provide for this very
result, to be realized long after those who makg aminister the laws
have passed from human things.

It cannot have escaped the observation of amgctefe mind that, among
the links which connect the existing race with pasg, the most essential
is the Family. It is, indeed, the very point of oewion. The whole series is
resolvable into the natural sequence of father sovd For which reason
Divine Providence has seized upon this relatiothashannel for convey-
ing down the blessings of religion as we may olsenvnumerous rites
and institutions. We regard Family-Worship as ohéhe most important
of these.
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While it is true that all religious institutioreffect posterity, it is more
eminently true that those institutions have thiglency which bear primar-
ily and directly on the family-connexion. If thegby of any man is likely
to carry its impulse into coming years, more signalill that piety do so,
which, through sovereign grace, flows from the éatto the child, and
above all in those particular acts which concemetiucation of the child.
We never aim so immediately at the next generagsnwhen we govern
the parental influence: it is directing and punikyithe spring, before it
widens into the stream. The geometrical ratio ahlno increase adds force
to this consideration, and shows that in the ecgnoihmeans we work at
a great advantage, when we secure any good taah&gssource of multi-
tudes of men. It is, therefore, far more hopefuptwr truth and holiness
on a single household now than to found a systemhaghall address its
influence to hundreds half a century hence. Fanaligion gathers fresh
importance when we extend our views a little ifte future.

It has pleased God to have special regard tdrédmsmission of religion
by domestic means. His covenant is from fatheroto $le is the God of
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob. Circumcision \was‘token of the cove-
nant,” between Jehovah and his peoplen.17:11The Passover was a
family-rite. It had regard to posterity. "Ye shalbserve this thing for an
ordinance to thee and to thy sons for evexdd. 12:24lt was part of the
annual family- worship of Israel. It was a meansnstruction for the per-
petuation of the truth. “It shall come to pass, wiyeur children shall say
unto you, What mean ye by this service? that y# shg, It is the sacrifice
of the Lord's Passover, who passed over the haighe children of Israel
in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians and deliveradhouses.Exod.
12: 26-27.Baptism, which has come in the place of the andrehation,
under the enlarged privileges of the Christian chuhas not abandoned
the principle, but involves the obligation of paeto pray with and for
their children, and to bring them up in the nurtare&l admonition of the
Lord...Ephesians 6:4

The gracious promises of God to His Church, wthiky do not transmit
salvation in the line of natural descent, perpé&uaicognise the relation of
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parent and child. God determines that His greatdessshall descend from
age to age. The promise is to you and to your amld

From the beginning of the world, He has dealhwitankind on the fam-
ily-principle. Every covenant has comprised sucoegdenerations. The
federal and representative element, variously nexdlifis in every system,
from Eden to Pentecost. It is breathed in the firsimise — it beams in
the bow of Ararat — it fills the starry page of Aiam.Gen. 15:5— it is
uttered through the fires of Sinai — it is inscdben the bloody lintel of
Egypt — it flows in the household-baptism of thewN€estament. God, in
His sovereign pleasure, makes the parental arad fdlation the means of
great blessing in natural things; He is furthemapkd to sanctify it and use
it as a vehicle for heavenly things. He might haseed us singly, in insu-
lation, plucking one and another from the corrpetishing mass; it would
have been infinite grace!

But, blessed be His name, He has decreed otleeriig "word of this
life" is not a cistern, but a fountain; and it flevirom father to child. Not
that by natural descent, or inheritance, we cavepthis deposit. Not that
the succession is always unbroken. Even here Jehegarves a place for
the display of His sovereignty, and a motive far thligence of the parent.
Ah! We cannot forget the names of Hophni and Phaselbf Amnon and
Absalom. Yet the principle abides. Branches may dig the tree still
flourishes. Families may die out, but the raceasaxtinct. Nay, more, it is
remarkable how generally and how widely religiosaends in the line of
father and son. There is every thing to encouraggep and faithful train-
ing, and living hope, even while we are not allovwedook for the salva-
tion of our children as a matter of course.

Here is our chief hope for posterity. This kirelbn altar of perpetual fire
in the house. This lightens our faces when we baldlittle ones. This re-
vives our souls when we fold their hands in ousstheey kneel beside us.
This consecrates the delightful moment, when tisging words first echo
to us the name of Jesus. This spreads a canopywiige over the morn-
ing and the evening group in the tabernacle of gmagnd this lifts us
above ourselves when we catch a Sabbath glimpskeofowers of the
sanctuary, and lead our chief treasures along te;when the little hand
throbs in ours, and we say, "Come, let us go upadiouse of the Lord."
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It is by the salvation of the children of the @ty more than from all
other means, that we hope for the salvation ofatbed. It is by this very
method, as we observe in history, that the wordrate has been carried
abroad from land to land, and brought down to usidst many seeming
failures, the holy seed is kept up. Take the darkiesv, there is scarcely a
Christian family in a thousand, of those who davgrship God, in which
one member does not maintain the succession, Wele are thousands,
of which every member is a visible believer.

The stream often runs under ground. The descénadéathe first converts
are possibly on earth now. There are families idne descended from an
unbroken line of believers, and families where ¢hisr the numbering of
ordained ministers for many generations among thkere is a blessed in-
stance in one place of six living preachers ofdbspel, all "sons of one
man," himself a servant of the sanctuary. He whesgnves the seed of
Abraham, though sifted among all nations, will fiheéasy to preserve his
spiritual seed.

When the terms of this covenant are, by divinegro made to take effect
by means of Christian education, holy example, fandly-prayer, the in-
crease is often manifold, in that astonishing, uidiog proportion, which
is a law of human growth. Thus the tree spreadsatghs, and scatters its
fruit; the original blessing does not die in thetis of those who receive it,
but is widely communicated. And the latter gloraksibe a period when,
as we think, the promise shall be accomplishedarsally. “As the days
of a tree are the days of my people, and they $trad) enjoy the work of
their hands. They shall not labour in vain, nongrforth for trouble, for
they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, lagid ¢hildren with them."
Isaiah 65:22-23
"As for me, this is my covenant with them, saitk ttord; My Spirit that is
upon thee, and my words which | have put in thy thpahall not depart
out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy semak, out of the mouth of
thy seed's seed, saith the Lord, from henceforthfanever."

Isaiah 59: 21.

What can we do better for our children, or befberour country, than to
found the “church in the house?" In the absencetioér means, we will
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thus be leaving the best inheritance to our childane that is infinitely
better than gold or silver. Five years ago, theexof these lines procured,
at the clerk's office of Charlotte county in Virgina certified extract from
the last will of the great orator and patriot, R&trHenry; it is in these
words: " This is all the inheritance | can giventy dear family: the relig-
ion of Christ can give them one which will makerthach indeed.” This is
the provision which we recommend to our brethremémv countries to
make for posterity. Colonies and settlements fodndeprayer will have a
blessing. Those who emigrate are sometimes moreecoed about the
richness of the soil and the salubrity of the ctispahan about the spiritual
advancement of their house. Their error is like tdid_ot. Gen. 12:10The
young race grow up without a sanctuary. How invialeiain such situa-
tions, is the domestic worship! It may go far tpgly the public ministra-
tion of the word; it will certainly draw down familblessings from the
Hearer of prayer; it will make itself felt in congrgenerations. The God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, answers the prayerepafrtéd saints, who
still “live unto him." Luke 20:38 Posterity reaps harvests from seed sown
in the tears of former ages. We are, perhapsgdtyseceiving blessings in
answer to the prayers of our forefathers offerethenglens and moors of
the old world. There is encouragement to extendidsly as possible the
daily supplications of Christian families.

No pious heart can fail to be transported afpttospect of a whole nation
of praying houses. It is possible with God. It is@summation worth
striving for, and worth a more distinct, energetiod united effort, than the
church has yet put forth. Every approximation ta¥gait should be hailed
with delight. Every church, every pastor, missignavery Sabbath-school
teacher, and colporteur, out of love for the get@mato come, should
make the establishment of Family-Worship an obpécdeparate and ear-
nest endeavour.

Every father of a family should consider himsedfcharged with the souls
of those whom he hopes to leave behind him, armbaiibuting to the fu-
ture propagation of the truth, by every act of dmvo performed in his
house. Wherever he has a tent, God should havikaanEvery professing
Christian, who has hitherto lived in neglect ofstigireat duty of a house-
holder, should repent, and humble himself, andoéstaGod's service at
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his fireside, before he sleeps another night imagegrless dwelling. Such
resolutions, efforts, and devotions, will do mooe the happiness of that
exceeding great multitude of future Americans, whemme compute at a
hundred millions of souls, than all the accumulagiof family wealth, all
the internal improvements, all the legislation ¢at€s and of the Union,
and all the schemes of general education.

We cannot close our eyes to the dangers whigatéin our country from
an augmentation of the people, without a corresppgngdrowth of piety.
The church must lose its vital warmth and poweless some new im-
pulse be given from within, and among the meansifikindling this cen-
tral fire, we reckon Family-Worship to be not tleagdt. In the conflict of
our hopes and fears, we think we descry a rayightimess in the expecta-
tion that Christ's people will awake to considex gower of an instrumen-
tality which is within their very doors; which o@ges directly on the ob-
jects of their most tender love; which will be ¢adr down the stream of
time by their increasing progeny; which will bléke race which is unborn
and which will still subsist in its triumphant vigowhen the Lord shall
come. The treasure in our hands has been conveyesl from those who
were our fathers according to the flesh. It wast@mporary with the Ref-
ormation; it was held dear by our suffering ancestm many countries, it
was delivered over by confessors and martyrs tw dhnddren; it is in its
very nature fit for transmission; it must not pbkria our charge. No! With
the help of the Lord, we will convey His testimasiand the record of His
mighty deeds, to our offspring. "We will not hideetm from their children,
showing to the generation to come the praiseseot.trd, and his strength,
and his wonderful works that he hath done; thatgéeeration to come
might know them, even the children which shouldbloen, who should
arise and declare them to their children, that timeght set their hope in
God, and not forget the works of God, but keep ebsnmandments.”
Psalm 78: 4-7

A new dignity shines around the simple daily wgpsof the lowliest
Christian cottage, when we regard it as one ofntlest direct means for
perpetuating the love and service of God, throughdescendants, to the
whole land, and the universal race of man. Afflicend tempest-tossed
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Zion has this word of reviving promise: “All thy ikdiren shall be taught of
the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy aild Isaiah 54:13

13. PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS AS TO THE MODE OP CONDUCTING
FAMILY-WORSHIP.

To one who is conscientiously resolved to hor®ad in his household, a
clear conception of the duty itself, and some metinahe observance of it
are indispensable.

The very first question which offers itself isy Bvhom is this service to
be rendered?

To this the name is a reply: It is Family-Worshil the dwellers in one
house.

Let it suffice here to say that every Christiamuseholder should ac-
knowledge his solemn obligation to extend the ltgssof domestic relig-
ion to guests at his home as much as to his childd proper means
should be used to secure the attendance of evéiydoal engaged in the
labour of the family, even if this should rendenéedful to sacrifice some
momentary convenience in regard to meals and @irangements. The
beauty of this service depends, in no small degredhe presence of the
whole family. The reverse of this is too commong dhere are houses,
where, from sloth or irreligion, some members hadiy absent them-
selves from the prayers. We have known the maggpyhaffects to flow
from the practice of gathering all who were undex toof at the time of
worship. It is also a good usage, to proceed wighaccustomed devotion,
even though casual visitors may be present. Prou&enay thus be open-
ing a door for unexpected influence.

The time for Family-Worship demands our consitiera By common
consent the Christian world has allotted to it tve seasons of morning
and the evening; not that there is any virtue is ttumber, or in these sea-
sons, but because it seems just and fit to placacuowledgment of God
at these natural terms of our working day. Therehzeen those who have
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found edification in three hours of prayer: "Eveniand morning, and at
noon, will | pray, and cry aloud, and he shall hagrvoice."Psalm 55:17.

That which is most important in regard to thediof Family-Worship, is,
that it should be fixed. We ascribe great valughie particular. It adds
dignity to the service, by showing that it is notdgive way to the changes
or caprice of business or amusement. It savesrtteedf the household;
and it tends to that method and punctuality in detroeffairs, which is a
chief ornament of a Christian house.

Morning Prayer should, in our humble judgmentebdy in the morning.
Here there is diversity of usage, and we are nthage who would impose
our own preferences on others, or invent any cenemhgoke. But we
have noted striking advantages, in observing faoglyotion at as early an
hour as the whole household can be assembled. Thar€hristian deco-
rum in resorting to God before we gather aroundtéiide of his bounty.
The refreshment of food seems to acquire a bles4mgit is sanctified by
the word of God, and prayerl"Tim. 4:5.1t appears right to seek food for
the soul before we seek food for the body. Othexwis lose the delightful
feeling of having begun the day with God. The monwmepletion from a
meal is of all others the least comely for a solespproach to heaven.
Moreover, by seizing an early hour, we avoid nurasrimterruptions, and
that sense of hurry and impatience which attendithe immediately pre-
ceding the forenoon's business. All these reasang hrowever, be con-
trolled by considerations of health and business, @ery man must be
left to his own judgment.

Evening Prayer is, of course, the closing domesgrvice. Hence it has
been the prevalent custom to make it the last tbefgre retiring for the
night, and there is certainly something beautifulthe arrangement. In
many houses it is the only time which can be seturet it must be ac-
knowledged that there is a practical difficulty oented with this; and
Family-Worship may be too late for those who, agbie to our view of
the subject, are principally concerned, to wityaats, and especially chil-
dren. The younger members of a family are apt tarig for the service,
as being overcome with sleep ; and it is scaraety jhat they should be
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robbed of one half of domestic prayer, as they rbasif they retire at an
early hour. Even adults are often disqualified émjoying the work of
praise, by the weariness and stupor consequentanyalay of toil.

Hence some have thought they found an advantagalling together the
family immediately before, or immediately after teeening-meal. It is a
laudable method; but, here, as in all things cotatewith form, we would
ask and give the largest liberty, only "let allnips be done decently, and in
order."1 Corinthians 14:40.

The person, whose office it is to lead in FanWyrship, is undoubtedly
the head of the household. The father is here snphoper place, as the
prophet and patriarch of his little State. In tleeasional absence of the fa-
ther, or in the lamented event of his removal, Rience has devolved this,
with all other parental trusts, on the solitary tlee widowed mother. And
though it brings with it a keen trial to diffidenead feminine reserve, it is
also eminently amiable and touching; and dutifulssaill make every sac-
rifice in order to lessen the burdens of the mateheart, when engaged in
such a duty. The parent may sometimes see causptwe this office to a
son or brother, when the latter, from educatiofisgor graces, is qualified
to take his part with edification. In a house whishso happy as to com-
prise several such persons, rotation in the semiag be allowed; always
reserving to the father, or head, his prerogative r@sponsibility of direc-
tion.

The constituent parts of Family-Worship, wheryfadbserved, are, first,
the reading of the Scriptures; secondly, the smghpraise to God; and,
thirdly, prayer; and these may very properly folleach other in this order.
But we propose to enlarge on these particularsabelo

The length of the domestic service is worthy tbération. It was the fault
of our forefathers to make it insufferably long.iglgoes far to destroy all
good influence on the young, by creating wearimesbdisgust. "It is diffi-
cult,” says Cecil, "to fix and quiet your familyyWe must seize opportuni-
ties. We must not drive hard at such times as tiRskgion should be pru-
dently brought before a family. The old Dissenteesaried their families.
Jacob reasoned well with Esau, about the tendewfelsss children, and
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his flocks, and herds. Something gentle, quiet, enateé, should be our
aim.

The manner and spirit of the service should néeeneglected. In every
part it should be solemn, and fitted to represdesity. Of course, every
secular task or amusement will be suspended, asdldb silence and
quiet will be enforced, even in the case of thengmst children, who
thereby gain a most important lesson. The greatesilicity should char-
acterize every word, and every petition: those Waee the greatest inter-
est in the worship are often little more than balBed we would especially
recommend a holy animation, as that which will stregtention, and make
way for pleasant memories. Here again we availebues of the language
of Richard Cecil. Speaking of children and servan¢éssays: “Tediousness
will weary them. Fine language will shoot aboventhd-ormality of con-
nexion, or composition in prayer, they will not gorehend. Gloominess,
or austerity of devotion, will make them think ithard service. Let them
be met with smiles. Let them be met as friends.them be met as for the
most delightful service in which they can be enghadeet them find it
short, savoury, simple, plain, tender, heavenfind it easy to keep the at-
tention of a congregation, compared with that offenyily."”

Prayer is the essential part of Family-Worshimg ¢gherefore merits the
first place in our consideration. It is not necegsi enlarge on those
things which are common to all acts of prayer; ¢heslong to another sub-
ject. That which concerns us is family prayer. Ths distinguishing char-
acter, ought never to be out of sight. It is thersh@ of those who are
joined together by Providence as dwellers in tlileeshouse, and who now
come to the throne of grace in their family capacttis will give a tinge
to the whole service, where it is conducted wife knd discrimination.
Many things may be proper here, which would beaiyplace in a large
assembly, or even a small meeting. There is no dbe@ant, danger, sor-
row, or dispensation, which may not be remembespecial cases in the
household, will be faithfully and affectionatelyromended to God, but
without that rudeness and irreverence with whichhaee known vulgar
minds to drag forward the circumstances, and ewanes of shrinking in-
dividuals. But our Heavenly Father permits us toead before Him our
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minutest trials, and this is one of the principkskings of domestic relig-
ion.

What has been said of brevity, applies espectallgrayer, as a part of
Family-Worship. Few things are more hardening agaldeéning in their in-
fluence, than the daily recurrence of long and wakeming prayers. For
these there is no necessity. For, while family-prancludes petitions for
blessings far more wide than those of the famitynal it may be com-
prised within easy limits; and nothing will so muteimd to this as earnest-
ness and directness in supplication. The prayeuldhibe by all means
simple and intelligible; free from hard words amalved periods; be-
cause he who leads is putting words into the mooiftiehildren.

The best model is found in the brief and chilelpetitions which we find
in the Psalms, and other parts of Scripture.

Family-prayer should be varied otherwise the iiladNe result will be
formalism and tediousness. Indeed the snare intohwke are most prone
to fall, in this service, is that of sameness andine. Daily changes in the
condition of a family will infallibly work a corrggonding change in the
prayers, if they be sincere. Nothing will reallycsee this needful quality,
but the “spirit of grace and of supplications," éhdown from on high,
which should therefore be most earnestly sougteveyy head of a house-
hold, with reference to this daily service; for wiipurpose no preparation
can be so valuable, as attendance on the prevexagions of the closet.

The question has been much agitated, whethefommg of prayer should
be recommended as a help to family-devotion. Thet b our church in-
stitutions, and our perpetual testimony, has beginat the imposition of
any prescribed form, and in favour of entire ligart prayer. We are fully
persuaded that the best of all prayers in the fgra8 every where else, are
those which proceed, without book, from hearts WhitGod hath
touched.” And our unhesitating counsel to every whe essays this duty,
is, that he cast himself upon the help of the §pwithout any written
form. Nevertheless, we are so earnestly desirousernmve every hin-
drance out of the way even of halting believerat the would infinitely
rather they should pray with a form, than that tsbguld not pray at all.
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There are also persons of such diffidence, espgabthe female sex, or
in so peculiar a condition of society, that theglfthemselves utterly un-
able to proceed without such assistance. Let sodiorgvard, in the name
of the Lord. But, in prayer the greatest cautionasessary to guard against
that ritual coldness and emptiness

If we had not known cases where such a counselneadful, we should
scarcely add, that the true posture for family-prag that of kneeling.

It only remains to be observed, that if the fatbiea family would make
this service one of the greatest advantage, he deesn it worthy of being
in his thoughts at moments when he is not actuallyaged in it. He will
seek to keep his mind in such a frame as not td bimh for leading his
children to God. He will look to his steps, less lexample should be in
disastrous contrast with his devotional acts. Aadmil not consider it un-
important, to seek from God special direction atréngth for the dis-
charge of a duty so nearly connected with the as#rlg interests of his
house.

Where any one feels himself called of God tol#stha daily worship in
his house, he should act with solemn decision hig, tas in a thousand
other affairs of life, the shortest method is thestb Instead of parleying
with objections, or waiting for some happy conjumet or seeking to pre-
pare the way by gradual approaches, or timorousiyding the opinions
of those whose place it is to submit, let him, eiance on God, without
other preliminary, and without allowing another gorset, call his family
together, state his purpose in the very fewestdeand carry it into imme-
diate accomplishment. The burden of months, orsyeaill have rolled
away! That day will be remembered as one of thghtbesst in his calendar,
and will probably open a new era of domestic praxfid joy.

If this book should fall into the hands of youpgrsons and others, who
live in families where God is daily worshipped, teem be affectionately
exhorted to yield all possible encouragement tostreice, by punctual at-
tendance, by the most reverent attention and desitartce, and above all
by heartily joining in the devotions, so that therds spoken or sung may
convey the sentiments of their own hearts. Thesecially to be urged on
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the children of the church, who ought to remembat in this service, their
honoured parents are endeavouring, often with @ dease of unworthi-

ness, to discharge a part of the obligations whiehe recognized at the
birth of their children. Many, however, are thetares, in which a father,
advanced in years, needing repose, and tremblingioe and every limb,

is left to walit till a late hour of night, for fraavd and profane sons, who, if
the truth were known, would gladly come in at mglj rather than be
constrained to join in prayer. Let it be added¢camclusion, that filial af-

fection will certainly lead the ingenuous son ouglater to repress every
feeling of weariness, or dissatisfaction, in regardhe manner in which a
parent conducts the worship of the house.

14. THE READING OP SCRIPTURE, AS A PART OP FAMILY-
WORSHIP.

The reading of the word of God in the daily seevof the house, seems
entitled to a brief separate consideration. Bugrafftaving already given
such extent to our discussion, we may be allowedntdt many of those
remarks, however important, which relate to Bildading in general, and
which should be sought in other books. The daidieg of Scripture is a
solemn and indispensable part of Family-Worshipe arhich we cannot
consent to see omitted in any case. To do so, préé&ext of saving time,
or for any other reason, except in extreme occasisra wrong done to the
household. The greatest misapprehensions previeberd to the extent of
knowledge thus communicated.

If a man had no other information of God's whlat that which was con-
veyed by hearing a portion read, twice a day, @lllife, he might never-
theless acquire, not merely the sum of saving tifiothhis own soul's wel-
fare, but a body of invaluable Christian instructi®@ut when we consider
it as so much added to all other means of knowledgeought to admit
that the agency is one too potent to be negletteelery family, there are
those who daily hear, who yet have no ability, omillingness to read. To
some, this is the only means of acquaintance wih'sSWord. To all, it
brings that Word before the mind under the mosbdiaable circumstances.
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Truth is thus gently pressed upon the heart oinicffeand youth, at a time
when that heart is most ductile, and when it tateesiost lasting mould. If
we ask ourselves what are our earliest recollestionregard to the Scrip-
tures, some of us will have to answer, that theydadrincidents, or expres-
sions, heard at Family-Worship. Much more thanoswmonly thought is
actually understood by children, though not, peshap that precise order
which might be prescribed by pragmatical reformersducation.

There is an absurd rage in some for making jueetnédining a school of
perpetual lexicography. Children may comprehend ymanparagraph,
without being able to “define" every word. Theresigh a thing as outline-
knowledge, which precedes the filling-up of detailss the method of na-
ture; it is the way in which constant hearing & thord informs the infant
mind. Even the high points of the range of Christiuth may cast their
shadows over the child. A little one may gain ldeg impressions from a
great physical object, as from Niagara, or the NatBridge, though ut-
terly incompetent to describe it; but not lessytnmlay he derive truth from
a great event, or a great argument of Scriptumajgh unprepared to stand
an examination on it. Besides, there are a thousaings in the Bible,
which are just as level to the babe as to the pbpber.

No trifling advantage is gained, when the mindfism infancy, made
familiar with the phraseology of Scripture. Persavi'o have been relig-
iously educated often do not know how much therim ithese venerated
expressions, which carries no meaning, or convegage associations, to
such as have not learned them in youth. Such dniseeiffectually pre-
vented by family reading of the Word. The acquaingaof many peasants
with the text of inspiration is proverbial, andista noble foundation for
that structure which is to be carried up by subsatjlabours. The Word of
God is quite a different book to him who can recallday in which he did
not hear it read; as each of us may assure hintsglfeflecting on the
emotions raised within him by that single term, fdamily-bible.

When it is asked, how much of the Scripture idbéoread in Family-

Worship, we reply, the whole Bible. Not that anyddic superstition
should be allowed to creep in, as though we wewmnéado refuse all selec-
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tion, or to persevere through whole chapters opgrcmames and genealo-
gies. Still, in general terms, we would say, theolglBible. And we prefer
a leaning to the side of those who make no omissiather than to the
fastidiousness which would exclude large portionthe record.

The order in which Scripture should be read imiaWorship, may
safely be left to that wisdom which “is profitalie direct.” It is a whole-
some rule which prescribes the New Testament ferntiorning, and the
Old Testament for the evening, and which goes ttrainese in regular
order, with such variations as circumstances aodigential tokens may
indicate. At least one chapter may be read at iome tarefully observing,
that the existing division of chapters is a humaaragement, and that it
often breaks the current of discourse. We aregradrant of the numerous
plans, such as that of the late Murray McCheynecdmpleting the whole
Bible in a single twelve- month. But after trialdareflection, we are dis-
posed to regard them all as attributing an undygortance to the com-
passing of this work in the exact term of a calengsar; and we choose
rather to leave this, with many similar detailsttie discretion of the "wise
householder.l.uke 12:42.

The judgment of such a man as Philip Henry, oard to the order of
reading, is worthy of record. "He advised the regdof the Scripture in
order; for though one star in the firmament of 8wipture differ from an-
other star in glory, yet wherever God hath a mdotlspeak, we should
have an ear to hear; and the diligent searcherfiméiynuch excellent mat-
ter in those parts of Scripture which we are someti tempted to think
might have been spared. How affectionately wouldsbmetimes bless
God for every book, and chapter, and verse, amrdirthe Bible?"

To this we may add the testimony of another wdid:s'l read the Scrip-
tures to my family in some regular order, and aeapéd to have thus a
lesson found for me. | look on the chapter of thg ds a lesson sent for
that day; and so | regard it as coming from Godlieruse of that day, and
not of my own seeking. How far the portion of Stuiie which is read
shall be expounded, must depend on the gifts obthaating person, and
the circumstances and character of his family. dlh@nportant thing un-
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doubtedly is the word of revelation. Yet it is gotw have every thing
which may render this more plain, or carry it te treart. Situated as most
families are the continuous reading of an entirmmentary is scarcely to
be thought of.

Great profit has, however, been derived fromfgkgelections from re-
spected Bible commentaries. On the Lord's-day, e/Mieere is no public
worship, it is exceedingly to be desired that Grarsfamilies should add
to their usual service the reading of a good serntowould, above all
things else, make up for the lack of more statelthances.

Oral exposition, by the father of the family,asnore difficult work, and
should not be attempted without due considerattda.certainly desirable,
that a passing remark should now and then be thiowio explain a hard
word, prevent a misconception, or apply a divingtesece to the heart. "I
make no formal comment on the Scripture,” says merson, "but when
any striking event or sentiment arises, | say, Madrat! see how God
judges of that thing! Sometimes | ask what theypkhof the matter, and
how such a thing strikes them,"” A suitable pau$er some remarkable
passage, is often itself a comment. The father oftay with profit select a
verse or more, from the morning lesson, to be ragatiton, or committed
to memory during the day.

There are certain persons, who, by their statortheir gifts, may seem
called upon to enter more freely than others upenwork of exposition:
and here we would again cite Philip Henry. "Whatéad in his family he
always expounded, and exhorted all ministers tosdoas an excellent
means of increasing their acquaintance with th@&ees. His expositions
were not so much critical as plain, and practiealld useful, and such as
tended to edification, and to answer the end foickvkhe Scriptures were
written, which is to make us wise unto salvatiomd/erein he had a pe-
culiar excellence, performing that daily exerciséhvso much judgment,
and at the same time with such facility and clessnas if every exposition
had been premeditated; and very instructive thegwas well as affecting
to the auditors. He often admired that saying aftdléan's, 'l adore the
fulness of the Scriptures;’” When sometimes hehitadpon some useful
observation that was new to him, he would say a&Heis to those about
him, “How often have | read this chapter, and ndaefore now took notice
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of such a thing in it!” He put his children, whiteey were with him, to
write these expositions; and when they were goom finim, the strangers
that sojourned with him did the same."

There are, no doubt, many men who would find thelwes less at home
in the colloquial exposition of a chapter, thananaboured discourse.
While few things are better than a timely, judigaxposition, nothing can
be worse than the opposite abuse. We durst notagiviadiscriminate ex-
hortation to the duty, lest we should subject spoer family to the inflic-
tion of tedious, ignorant, erroneous, or overhedtathngues, under the
name of expounding Scripture, at family-prayer. Butere a Christian
parent feels himself called to engage in this serwvith due preparation,
and reliance on God, he may look for blessed result

The manner of reading the Bible in the familpigreat importance. Our
judgment is that too much care cannot be bestowethis point. If any
thing should be well read, it is God's messagef kalmeaning, and al-
most all its effect, are sometimes suffocated ast by a sleepy, monoto-
nous, stupid, careless, inarticulate, drawlingwbat is worse, an affected
delivery.

For this reason, we are altogether convincedttteportion of Scripture
should, in general, be wholly read by the headhef family. We often
complain, with justice, of the interruption of teense, occasioned by the
breaking up of the passage into verses; but thissemade tenfold worse,
when each verse is pronounced by a different peisowever the mode of
reading in rotation may seem to awaken attentiols, ¢learly injurious to
the effect. No one would ever think of reading aegular paragraph of
lively interest, such as a letter, or news from Mexin this manner. It
gives the solemn service too much the air of a gelesson, with all the
worst annoyances of the school, such as the spgeltint of words, mis-
pronunciation and mistakes, losing the place, anersl mishaps tending to
the ludicrous.

The solemn service of God should not be madédacédesson. Let each
have his book, but let it be felt that the Scripgicannot be read too well,
by the best reader in the house; and there is priptg in having it pro-
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nounced with all solemnity and expression, and euthinterruption, by

him who has the reverence of all present. Suchursdecided opinion,

which, however, we would not for a moment seeknpase as a yoke on
that liberty which we dearly prize in all divinersee.

It is so far from being a matter of indifferend®w, or by whom, the
Scriptures shall be read in Family-Worship, thatipalar care should be
bestowed on a due preparation for this work byetead of a family.

Supposing him to be a man not familiar with eveayt of the Bible, there
would be nothing amiss in his reading- over witbajrattention, in private,
the chapter to which he is about to attend withfamily. No one need
consider it beneath his dignity to make good regdiiis special study, not
in the way of rhetorical rule and elocutionary kri¢far be it from us to
recommend the emptiest of all pretences!) but Wy funderstanding the
language, and deeply entering into the spirit effhssage. At the fireside,
or in the pulpit, this will do more than all theotuind mouthing, and "start
theatrics, practised at the glass." It has oftemkasserted, that the reading
of a chapter by one particular person was as geahather man's exposi-
tion; and we have heard a clergyman say, that hddawillingly walk ten
miles to hear a specific person repeat the Londigd?. It is true, we can-
not, with all our study, hope to be the most elaqjue speech but we may
keep ourselves from being intolerably bad. Fromabme of their elocu-
tion, there is an unbroken descent, down to thenigalhumdrum, listless,
careless, and therefore profane manner, in whiehsticred oracles are
sometimes read at Family-Worship.

Bible-distribution, now in so happy a progredsmudd lead to family Bi-
ble-reading. Happy would be our nation, if everyi$® possessed not only
the volume, but this use of it. It is not enoughttive lay the volume at
every man's door. We do not claim for it the virtifea charm, or a talis-
man, which shall save him who lies asleep. Thougtstrive to furnish the
book, it is not the mere furnishing of the book e¥his to save the world.
Yet the storehouse of medicine is not the lesssseeyg, because some will
not use it. It is the book in which all have a coomnterest: it is the only
such book. Since the great efforts made duringceutury for this object,
certain high-church mockers have sneered at ageallsuperstitious ado-
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ration of the Bible, which the objectors have be&ased to name Bibli-

olatry. They have declared that the Word of God mase venerated, and
sought more eagerly, when it was hard to reach wdrmeh the massive fo-
lio of the sixteenth century used to be chainedttas pillar in some Eng-

lish church. Now, while we acknowledge that a lokbread is more val-

ued in a ship on short allowance, or in the fanaha siege, than on the ta-
bles of plenty, we are not the less desirous thatyeman should have his
loaf.

We bless God for handing down His precious warok only by the
church, but by the family. We have received it froor fathers, and we
would transmit it to our latest posterity. Famihgiruction in the Scriptures
goes very far back: "Thou shalt teach them diliyenhto thy children,
and shalt talk of them, when thou sittest down, whén thou walkest by
the way, and when thou liest down, and when theasti up. And thou
shalt bind them for a sign upon thy hand, and stegll be as frontlets be-
tween thine eyes. And thou shalt write them upa@ngbsts of thy house,
and on thy gatesDeuteronomy 6.

The modern Jews resemble the Papists in somgsthbut they have
never become idolaters, and they have never withtited word of God
from the laity. It has been read in every synagdgueenturies, and is so
read to this hour: it is read in every Hebrew hoesery day. It is our hope,
that the day will come when at least as much asrttay be said of Chris-
tians all over the world. Let us send down the wairé€sod to our descen-
dants. "When I look at the folio Bible which was gnandfather's, | cannot
bear the thought that it should stop with me. Hurganerations change,
but God's truth abides. “For all flesh is grassd afl the glory of man is
like the flower of grass: the grass withereth, #mel flower thereof falleth
away; but the word of the Lord endureth for eveRtter 1:25

This is the Word which we desire may be reatheéhouses of our off-
spring, when Christ shall appear.
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15.PSALMODY AS A PART OF FAMILY-WORSHIP.

Good Mr. Philip Henry used to say, that the siggof God's people, at
Family- Worship, was a way to hold forth godlingdsessuch as pass by
their windows, like Rahab's scarlet threadshua 2:18-21Sacred song is
an instituted means of giving expression to evegh neligious emotion. It
has been adopted for this purpose in every formelajion known among
men. Concerning its fitness for this end, in theajrassembly, there has
been no controversy in the church. Never was toeygbf divine song
more exalted, than in the ancient temple serviceiak at once admitted
into the primitive assemblies, and has prevailedlirChristian churches.
"In singing the praises of God we are to sing Wité spirit, and with the
under- standing also; making melody in our heants the Lord. It is also
proper that we cultivate some knowledge of the srudé music, that we
may praise God in a becoming manner with our voigaesvell as with our
hearts.” There has been no difference of judgmerthis point, in any of
the reformed churches. But we ask attention toadsertion, that there is
no argument for sacred music in the church, whiolsdnot hold equally
good in the family. Though this part of the serviwes fallen out of the
practice of many households, and (strangely enoegtensively in those
regions where scientific music has been most hafstEultivated, the
judgment of our church on this subject is explititiis the duty of Chris-
tians to praise God, by singing psalms or hymnbligly in the church, as
also privately in the family" There is no reason dme which is not a rea-
son for the other.

If a congregation has its joys and other elevatadt®mns, so has a family.
If a congregation has cause to give utterance éeetlwith "the voice of
melody,” so has a family.

If a congregation has voices which are fitted fos work, so has a family.
In truth, what is a family but a domestic congregator "church in the
house?"

Domestic psalmody is promotive of devotion. Itais exercise in which
the voices of all join in the expression of sentitsewhich should be ex-
perienced by all. We trust we shall not be callpdruto prove that the
singing of God's praise is eminently conduciveh® awakening and main-
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tenance of holy affections, and that it has beeeviery age employed by
the Holy Spirit for this purpose. But we beg coesation of the statement,
that this is as true of the family as of the churthe peculiar exercises of
soul which belong to families, as such, find expi@s in sacred song, no
less than those which belong to public assemblibs. godly sorrow, the

trust, the adoration, the thanks, of a househelelrsto require this channel
for their flow.

Psalmody is a means of Christian instructiorthtnearly church, many of
the hymns were compendious formulas of doctrin€; such has been the
case in every succeeding age. "Let the word ofs€duivell in you richly in
all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one anothgrssms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing with grace in yourrteeto the Lord." Colos-
sians 3:161n this view, it is wise to seize upon sacred ppat a means of
fastening truth on the infant mind"; and the dahactice of the family
will, beyond any thing else, familiarize the youwgh the choicest spiri-
tual songs. In order that this may take place malst the selection should
be careful, and the number of hymns so used shmmilbe too large.

Where so much depends on repetition, there manbeordinate passion
for variety. A small circle of well adapted psalarsd hymns is better than
a great multitude, and the suggestion derives mepoitance from the ex-
traordinary augmentation of our stock of religi@mesnpositions in verse.

The happy influence of spiritual songs is illasdéd in the early churches
of Germany. Luther was himself a poet and a musj@ad he bestowed
on his country many hymns, and some melodies. Snahitings he often
alludes to this as one of the chosen agencieseintitk of Reformation;
and this not merely in the church, but by the wag/sand at home. He re-
lates that, in the earlier part of his labourswas moved to tears by hear-
ing a wandering beggar, under his window, sing mmywhich has since
become famous, but which Luther had never befoaechd he remarkable
cultivation of music among the United Brethren rdyothe extension by
Zinzendorf of this attachment to sacred song whvels encouraged. The
impress still remains. Wherever you meet the Ger@nstian, you find
him charged with those noble and evangelical coitipos. Even the emi-
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grant, in his blouse, is sure, if a disciple, torgacross the sea in his wal-
let, the black-covered hymn-book.

The same thing is observable among our forefatheard their descen-
dants in Scotland and Ireland. They praised Gattheir families. Usually
having the metrical psalms at the end of their po&kbles, they were fa-
miliar with them from youth; and they held thenniore reverence as con-
ceiving them to be a literal version of the word@Gdd. We condemn the
narrowness of that prejudice which would debar@hmeirch of God from
naming the name of Christ in public praise, andcWwhivould reject all
New Testament hymns.

The use of psalmody in Family-Worship we beliewdnave been almost
universal in the old Presbyterian church of Scatlaas it has been lauda-
bly kept up till this day. That it tended, in a higegree, to increase the in-
terest of all concerned in the service, and to mtenChristian knowledge
and sound piety, we cannot for a moment doubt. Adreely old version,
with a small number of ancient airs, of great piaiss, severity, and sweet-
ness, some of which still linger in our churcheasvamiliar to every man,
woman, and child.

The Wesleyans in Great Britain, and other brethineAmerica, have be-
yond all others done justice to the animating poefesacred song, in pub-
lic and in the house, and we may learn a lesson them.

Differing from them as we do, in several impottpoints, we shall, nev-
ertheless, always hold ourselves ready to give thesh praise for the
Christian vivacity of their services; and we hazardatever may be at
stake of reputation for taste, when we say, tHtdr aome opportunities of
listening to what is regarded as the choicest mwkich has come to us
from abroad, we have felt more of the genuine powfeharmonious
sounds, when the voices of " the great congredgatiame united in send-
ing up a volume of song, than from orchestral otamgor the artistic
combinations of " stringed instruments and organs."

It is a remarkable fact, that in those circleghs religious world which
consider themselves the most accomplished, thermany families where
sacred music receives no separate attention. Wer ¢né saloons of
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wealth, professedly consecrated to God, and oy ayegreeted by the pi-
ano-forte, the guitar, the organ, or the harp, bygiles of complicated
and fashionable music. But when the hour of Familprship arrives, no
hymn of praise ascends to God. Those cultivatedegpiso cunning in sola
feggio and “ltalian trills,” are dumb for all butis world's song. Our Chris-
tian daughters, practising for hours a day undeatgmasters of singing,
are sometimes unwilling to lend their aid evenhia house of God.

We solemnly commend this subject to those whesigeeover the educa-
tion of youth.

Some are ready to say that psalmody cannot betanad with ease in
domestic worship, because in many instances a ityaurthose present
are children. It is strange that this objectionidti@rise at the very period
in which, above all that have preceded, juvenilrirction in music has
been pursued with success. The concurrent testimbaly who have most
largely examined and experimented on the mattethas no child has been
found, (unless in case of organic defect,) whichl¢mot be taught to sing.
No school, of the higher class, ventures to exchmgal music from its
course of study. Not a word need be said, concerthirs, to such as are
familiar with the extraordinary labours of Mr. ThasmHastings, or have
attended the public exhibitions of Mr. William Bfady and others, in
some of which no less than five hundred childrevereppeared at once, in
the admirable performance of the most celebratedpositions of the
great masters. A much simpler cultivation wouldfiseffor all that we re-
quire.

Family-Worship affords the most happy means ofding forward infant
voices in the praise of God. We have known childsio joined, without
false intonation, in the family psalm, before tlemyld distinctly articulate
a word. It is almost always an attractive and dwfig part of the worship,
to youthful minds, and hence contributes to entleahousehold-meeting,
and the circle of home. Above all, it makes thidyeampression, that the
voice is to be trained for the glory of God, asi¢st and happiest office.

The use of psalmody in domestic worship tendth&oimprovement of
this part of divine service in public. We may ptié art and exquisite har-
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mony of choirs, or select companies, to any degfesdvancement, how-
ever high, yet the great end will not be attainedjl we secure the united
voices of the whole congregation. Every method Wwhiliscourages or
postpones this, however agreeable to human taséesmare, which should
be deprecated. So long as great numbers, in the diod church, feel at
liberty to depute this part of religion to othethe worship of God is
abridged of its rightful claim. We believe that trevival of psalmody in
the house, would contribute to train voices for sa@ctuary. In order to
have this effect, it should not be left to takeecaf itself, or be executed in
a careless random way. Some pains should be takeseléct suitable
tunes, and to make every member of the househohdida with them.
This might be done by means of an occasional hborusical instruction.
But the daily exercise itself is a school of musiogd we have never known
a family in which it was common, that did not attéd some excellence in
this department.

Conscientious regard to the spiritual aspectiahd praise, will lead him
who presides in Family-Worship, to look upon thkesion of appropriate
psalms and hymns, as a matter of great importatheavill not leave it to
accident, but from the ample stores which we passe&sl endeavour to
choose such as may both be level to the capacityisofittle flock, and
suited to carry up their hearts directly to Gode3é sacred compositions,
we hope, will rest in the memory of our childrenemhwe shall be no more
with them. No evil can arise from often recurrigthe same hymns, if
these are in themselves excellent. The best hymenthase which are of-
tenest sung, and which every one knows by headt;tlamse will have the
largest stock in remembrance who have praised Gdue# lives at home.
We do not understand the feelings of that man, @droever weary of such
compositions as those which begin thus: "My God, lifiey my love," —
"Alas! and did my Saviour bleed," — "Not all theobt of beasts," —
"Come we, who love the Lord," — "My God, the sprivigall my joys," —
"When | can read my title clear,” — "There is adasf pure delight,” —
"Plunged in a gulf of dark despair,” — "The Lord rBhepherd is," —
"Teach me the measure of my days,” — "When ovemvad|with grief,"
— "Lord of the worlds above,”" — " Sweet is the wonky God, my King."
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Such psalms and hymns, so far from losing by rapetigain new associa-
tions day by day; and we venture to assert, tleat #iie sung by none in
the house of God, with so much real delight, ashieyaged man who lays
aside his spectacles, because the psalm has beam ka him for forty
years.

No religious duty can be conducted aright unkbssheart be in it; and
there are special reasons why the thoughts andttiafie should be
tempted to wander in the singing of God's praisewHew, even in the
largest worshipping assemblies, show, by their ggmoer, that the words
which are on their lips, or on the lips of theibstitutes in the work of
praise, are addressed to the present, and heachisgpJehovah!

The soul may be entirely taken up in the secafat musical part of the
psalmody. No pains can be too great, which mayltresthe awakening of
solemn consideration in the minds of those who ijeisinging praise.

Every symptom of levity should be repressed. Anasional remark, if
solemnly and appropriately thrown in, before engggn this duty, might
often have a good effect. It is an offence aga@®stl, to address him in
words of high moment, while, perhaps, we have maght of their mean-
ing, still less any sympathy with their sentimegach of us should learn to
say with sincerity, "l will sing with the spirit, will sing with the under-
standing also.1 Cor. 14:15.

It would be a peculiar pleasure to the writertlodse lines, if he could
know that he had succeeded in bringing the voaakerof God into the
daily worship of even a single household. Those miaée the experiment,
will find a new spring of delight gushing out undbe domestic vine and
fig-tree. They will rejoice in a fresh sweetenertloéir toils and anxieties,
and a powerful instrument for quieting and trainthg souls of their chil-
dren. It is mournful to think, that a service whisfas so precious to our
ancestors, and which they made sacrifices to emegn when under the
sword of persecution, should die out of many Clamsfamilies in these
days of peace, when there is no lack of worldlpiogngs, "and the harp,
and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, at@eir feasts.saiah 5:12
There may be days in which we have scarcely the heaing, by reason
of deep anguish, but such are not the days of migsany merry? let him

98



sing psalms,James 5:13Before we totally hush the voice of thanksgiving
in our tabernacle, let us break or banish the unsénts of worldly music.
No law can be laid down for those who have notdbetrol of their own
time, or those who, after every effort, are congthc¢hat it is impossible
for them to sing; but we would advise a shorterohghe other services,
rather than the total omission of this. Such asshawundance of leisure
should honour God by the psalm, and "make the voidas praise to be
heard."Psalm 66:8.

16. THE HOUSEHOLDER EXHORTED TO THE DUTY OF
FAMILY-WORSHIP.

Every portion of what has preceded has tenddtdaingle point of in-
ducing the reader to maintain the worship of Godighhouse, but it is de-
sirable to make the appeal even more closely antvesre personally, to
the heart and conscience. Laying aside, therefdlanore ceremonious
modes of approach, | would respectfully and aftewiely address myself
to the individual professor of religion.

You are, by Providence, set at the head of alyana support it, instruct
it, guard it, and in every way care for its tempanad eternal good. We of-
fer to you a simple means of contributing to theagest of these objects;
and we have, at some length, dwelt upon its exuals and fruits. Our
plea is for those whom you love the best, for yown flesh and blood. No
human language can well go beyond the importandbeoflomestic rela-
tion. On this point you require no prompting. Whgsu return from the
toils and distractions of the day, and sit at hoameidst the little quiet cir-
cle, you feel that you are among your chief wealthis is your treasure.
The law makes it your castle, and religion may miaeur sanctuary. As
your eye rests on the wife of your bosom, and fedges of your mutual
love, you silently give thanks to God, and somesirpeur heart overflows
in earnest wishes for the good of each belovedctbje
Withhold not a single defence or ornament from latistian home which
is already the source of so many virtues and engoys)
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“Domestic happiness, thou only bliss
Of Paradise that has survived the fall!
Though few now taste thee unimpaired and pure,
Or tasting, long enjoy thee! too infirm,
Or too incautious, to preserve thy sweets
Unmixed with drops of bitter, which neglect
Or temper sheds into thy crystal cup;

Thou art the nurse of Virtue, in thine arms
She smiles, appearing, as in truth she is,
Heaven-born, and destined to the skies again.”

WillreCowper.

If you would "preserve these sweets," connecinthgth heaven. Have
you no desire to honour God, in the midst of thasefavours? Or do you
see no seemliness in recognising the religion afis€im your family ca-
pacity? Even supposing that there were no injunatibsuch a service as
this, one might expect it to grow up spontaneousi@hristian households.
Prayer is a duty of natural religion. The Mohammmedaherever he jour-
neys, prays to God five times a day, at his statmds. The very heathen
in their families call on their gods, “which arety® gods.'Jeremiah 2:11.
Shall a Christian house be void of all tokens sfrélation to God? One
might claim of you, as a follower of the Redeenmeold forth some such
sign, that as for you and your house, you fearlibrel. Joshua 24:15If
God had given no indications of His good-pleasuréhis ordinance, it is
one of so great value and blessedness that we @iligigasonably join in
asking it at his hands as a special boon. But Mesgt to us freely; and yet
the heavenly gift is spurned by thousands!

Suppose it were revealed to us that we weredddri to worship God in
our families. Though all other means should remamn diminished, it
would be a fearful interdict; a portentous curfewotir domestic fires.

The parent and the child could no longer pressrat the feet of divine
mercy, clinging the more closely because the resteoworld is shut out.
Yet multitudes deny themselves all this blessirigheir own free choice;
and parents and children grow up and live and sépand appear in
judgment without having ever met, even once, imenof common house-
hold-supplication. It is amazing, and all but irditde, that any man who
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loves Christ, should be willing to preside oveaatily in which, from year
to year, there is nothing to signalize it as beingdo the Lord.

O Christian parent! "suffer the word of exhowati’ Be persuaded not to
deny yourself a service which will heighten all ymomforts. The princi-
ple is undoubted, that we have tenfold pleasurdan which we enjoy in
company with those whom we love. That is not adeshheart, which does
not experience it every day. We realize it in comenon meals, our recrea-
tions, our readings, our excursions, our visitsy whould you not realize it
in your religion?

Family-Worship is a coming to God, not singly.t tand-in-hand with
your children and family; and from this, its peaunlaspect, it has delights
and advantages which are all its own.

The family, as such, has its wants and dang&d,sarrows, and sins,
which it is, therefore, reasonable to lay beforadl@oa special devotion.
No human community stands out from the mass in sudistantive and
prominent individuality; the circle which boundsi# clear, and sharply
marked, and has been described by the hand of @askl. There is a
community of interest: no persons on earth are sohnbound together.
Nothing can befall any one, without reaching theoleltircle. You are in-
vited to present your household, as a house- belidre the Infinite Giver
of all good. Be assured he will make a differeneamMeen those who fear
him, and those who fear him not. It was with a dfelareference to this
very family-tie, that God said, "Them that honoue iwill honour, and
they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed&amuel 2:30.

Your habitation will be more safe, and its innsateore prosperous, by
reason of God's answer to the petitions which yatwp together.

By a faithful observance of Family-Worship, youllvbe employing a
daily means towards the eternal salvation of yauwsk- hold. It is scarcely
possible to think of this without some impressidhe everlasting damna-
tion of your own offspring is a catastrophe so dwtiiat no single instru-
mentality, which promises to avert it, should beitted. No prayers, in-
deed, considered as so much work wrought, will ctffelly save these
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souls; but we know no means which tend more dirdctlthis end, than
domestic worship, and the duties to which it leads.

Are you willing to hazard so great a neglect?eDyou live any longer,
withholding yourself from an agency which adds eeehair's weight of
probability to the eventual rescue of these belpypedishing souls? There
are other means, indeed, but they are seldom ysttkimeglecters of fam-
ily-prayer.

Think how hard you already find the performanéahese duties; how
your mouth is closed, in regard to the personaladtion of your children
and servants; how little you have spoken to thertheir sin and danger,
and of the way of salvation by Christ; how defeetjour example is; how
few tokens you give them of such a power and loests in religion as
may draw them to it. You assuredly are not so ichpiritual agency on
your little flock as to be able to do without thishumbly attempted, and
devoutly pursued, there is good reason to belibaeit will result in their
eternal good; and we put it to your consciencéhénsight of God, whether
you can despise it without exceeding guilt.

You need the aid of Family-Worship in the rearofgyour children: this
has been discussed at large. Your duty is nowttamn the truth. At pre-
sent, while your children, perhaps, are small, flod government an easy
task. They reverently hear your words, and praydiy side, and weep at
the name of Jesus; you are sometimes tempted & their hearts re-
newed. But a few years will make a strange diffeeen

Let them enter upon adolescence, and all youtscuill prove like the
spider's web, unless you shall have maintained ydluence upon them
by the daily-growing bond of family-religion. Loo&round you, among
families professing faith in Christ, and observe tlifference between
those which worship God and those which worship Hoty and then, as
you love your offspring, and as you would save tHieam the rebellion of
Hophni and Phinehas, set up the worship of Godour ynouse. Family-
Worship has been shown to be a happy instrumenhé&promotion of pi-
ety in a household. A true Christian will desirattlinis children and de-
pendents should be not merely safe, but eminewotly Are you conscious
of any such desires? In the absence of them cape@uwade yourself that
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you are a child of God? Or, feeling them, can yossibly endure a life
without so much as one common prayer as a family?

Have you no call for domestic thanksgiving? nitydaercies? no special
deliverances? no long-continued exemptions front?eltiis monstrous,
that a Christian household should, on these pdietgbsolutely dumb: we
scarcely know how it can be so. Some tribute ofitgide will surely burst
forth, unawares, and ascend to heaven from a fiadctiwelling. “The
voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabetaacof the righteous.”
Psalm 118:15.

God has, we will suppose, given you a numberhdficen. They are “an
heritage of the Lord;" and "the fruit of the wonghis reward.” "As ar-
rows are in the hand of a mighty man, so are ahildf the youth; happy
is the man that hath his quiver full of them. Thsénall not be ashamed, but
they shall speak with the enemies in the gatedlm 128:3-5.

But that you may enjoy such blessings, it isspénsable that you should
be living in the performance of parental duty, aspecially that you
should be engaged in prayer with your little oriesa prayerless dwelling,
children seem to stretch out their little handghe professing father for
this needful protection and benediction, as rea#ljthe helpless brood re-
gards the parent-bird for natural supplies.

It is dreadful to consider the neglect of FanWprship, as connected
with the engagements implied in raising our clefgra gift from God
placed in our care for but a short period and galemnly incur an obliga-
tion to use all methods for the accomplishmentheirtsalvation. It is the
parents’ duty to instruct the child, that they praiyh and for it; that they
set an example of piety and godliness before ; @mdeavour, by all the
means of God's appointment, to bring up their cimlthe nurture and ad-
monition of the Lord.'"Ephesians 6:4.

We must remain in wonder, by what means so maofggsing parents
absolve themselves from this obligation.

You are, it may be, the head of a family whosdssare entrusted to your

care. Here is a means of daily appearing befomna thea religious charac-
ter, and daily drawing their thoughts to divinentys. Little as it may have
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burdened your conscience, it will enter into thadgment which awaits
you. And unless you have arrived at some better efagculcating truth,

and promoting piety, and unless you are in thevaabbservance of this
better method, you cannot, without sin, neglect dbenestic worship of
God.

With particular and affectionate earnestness, ldvave commend this
subject to young householders, who are just emesm domestic life for
themselves. The marriage-bond is too often comdagtith a predomi-
nance of worldly and dissipating thoughts, if nathwgreat levity. But
there are serious associations, to a reflectingiptiovering around the un-
ion of two young persons for life. And here, asother things, first steps
are momentous. Begin aright, and you escape soithe ofost formidable
difficulties in the way of this observance.

Sanctify the union of your hearts by the insittatof God's service. Re-
solve that as soon as you have a house, you wi# gaur Lord acknowl-
edged under its roof. This will sweeten every selatyour days. The time
is near when you shall feel your need of it. Itlwilve a colour to your
whole life. Especially in days of affliction, (artdey will come,) you will
have at hand a spring of divine comforts. Honoud @othe beginning of
your course, and when you approach its close, yall bless his holy
name, that he ever put the thought into your heart.

You are, perhaps, a new professor, but just aeldhib the table of the
Lord. You are at the best juncture, for amendingth evil in your life.
Let no delays prevent your immediate enjoymenthad brdinance. Break
through every restraint, and let the time of youblg avouching of God
as your God, be marked by your solemn and delibezatablishment of
God's worship in your dwelling. Such is your ob\soduty, if you have
failed up to the time of a profession of faith. Beit not these remarks be
interpreted as if the duty of family-prayer werg@eedent on the sacramen-
tal communion. So far from it, that even if you bawever united yourself
in the full enjoyment of church-fellowship, you ame less bound to hon-
our God in your own house, this very day. But hewditer struggles of
mind, in regard to other duties, can deliberat@igraach the Lord's Table,
and then go home and resume a course of heathfenggtfulness of do-
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mestic worship, must be regarded as diseased iscemte, if not alto-
gether misled as to his personal acceptance.

It is a delicate question, which is often prombs® ministers of the gos-
pel, whether those who make no public professiotheifr faith should be
encouraged in the maintenance of Family-Worshiprejplying to it, we
desire to speak with modesty and yet with decisldre two duties are not
dependent on one another. Family-prayer is a dgvery householder,
binding on him every day of his life. The believirmembrance of Christ
at his table is another duty.

Where a man who is grave and sober, and who &éas trained in the
ways of God, is prompted to honour his Creator Bedefactor in his
dwelling, we dare not forbid him, any more than weuld forbid him to
pray in his closet. We would employ the occasiomutge upon him the
grand, paramount duty of faith in the Lord Jesus| #he duty of publicly
professing such faith; but we would likewise re@i see him, without
delay, assembling his household for the worshiphefLord. Let him be
warned of the danger of resting in such means) any means; let him not
hope by such performance to propitiate that Diviamour which comes
only on the believing; let him not delay an instémtfly to the mercy of
God in Jesus Christ; but let him, neverthelessdaonhis family to that
throne of grace, where sovereign grace may vouehsahim an unde-
served benefit.

Nay, while we would sedulously avoid seeming twmpound for a
greater duty by the performance of a lesser, wédtesnot to say, that,
where more cannot be secured, it is an act of @dmmisnercy to house-
holds, to prevail on their head even to read atenap the Bible, morning
and evening.

Thus far, it may be said to some, you have purshe tenor of your way,
in the utter neglect of Family-Worship. To you, timessage is simple —
fly at once, with your household, to the thronegdce! Cease to consider
it as a matter of indifference, or an affair ofiahie custom. The neglect is
most serious. It is your loss, and the loss of yaftspring. It is your sin. It
calls for repentance, and for reformation, whictihis criterion of repen-
tance. Instead of a lingering meditation on theeebgncy of the work, you

105



should begin now. “To him that knoweth to do goadd doeth it not, to
him it is sin."James 4:17.

17.DIFFICULTIES AND OBJECTIONS. CONCLUSION.

The fact that an observance so important andfdfushould be widely
disregarded in churches, may well give rise tooseriinquiry into the
causes of such neglect. Misapprehensions, objagtiand difficulties,
must certainly exist, or we should find it as umsad as Sabbath-worship.

Laying aside all nattering words, we may sayrplaithat we regard the
neglect of Family-Worship as springing from lukemaess and worldli-
ness in religion, and as a portentous evil of ay. #here piety is ardent
and operative, it cannot but diffuse itself throdlga domestic structure.

Where a man has the spirit of prayer, he willralty be led to give vent
to his devotion in fellowship with those whom hevds most of all on
earth. We are ready to make allowance for the fofdeng habit, and the
religious usages of particular countries, and mall hastily condemn those,
who, in the midst of popery and new ideas, are gwaby the customs of
their vicinity. But even there, we have alreadyesbed, that as vital godli-
ness advances, this service, or something equivalemes in, by a natural
suggestion, or rather by a suggestion of grace.

And where the custom of churches abroad, in agyon encourages the
disuse of domestic prayer, we scruple not to réferorigin of this disuse
to the decay of piety in a former age. We have geadon to believe, that
all the Reformation churches were acquainted vathily-prayer.

A great accession to the piety of a Christianseowill manifest itself in
nothing more speedily, than in the necessity uvdeich they will feel
themselves laid, to come together in acts of wprshhere may be per-
sons who know not what it is.

So great is our desire, however, to meet theeosgis of this service of

Family-Worship on any ground, that we will yieldeady attention to all
their doubts, scruples, and objections; and fa fhurpose no better way
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suggests itself than that of supposing the replieish may be made to our
preceding urgent beseeching, that the reader wenddr upon Family-
Worship forthwith. What arguments can we imaginenT his lips?

"The service, as | have seen it, is a dull forrgabind my house is as well
without it." Then you have seen it under great eetgbr perversion.

Like all religious services, it may be so coneéudctas to be both dull and
formal. But no Christian observance, known among,naemits of more
life, and none is connected with more sourcesrudee affection.

Very ignorant, very stupid, or very irreligiouggple may transform it
into a tedious and burdensome routine, but thi®ifault of the ordinance:
they do the like with every sacred thing that th@ych. We do not invite
you to such a service, or to any dead formality,tbuhat which, under the
influence of elevated emotion, may be made, ardhily made, a delight-
ful and animating means of grace. True, it is sanphd lacks all the para-
phernalia, and posture, and grimace of antichnstis, but in the house-
holds of the righteous it shines with a pure antbhed attraction; and we
appeal to those who have enjoyed it from theirnofja whether they do
not regard it in retrospect with every feeling mtlthan that of weariness.
Nay, the very reason why we would introduce themsaader every roof,
is that it possesses in so remarkable a degrequalgy of inspiring the
liveliest emotion. “Family-Worship may be well-ergiu in itself, but it
does not fall in with the customs of my house arydgeests.” This is with
some a valid argument, and it must be admittedttiexe are customs of
households and of society, with which Family-Wopshiill assuredly in-
terfere.

Such is the custom of late and irregular risiagreeably to which the
yawning inmates of a house straggle down to a lmetkable, which
stands for hours, awaiting the successive apprsache¢he solitary and
moody participant; and that other custom, of passilong evening, as it
is called by the courtesy of fashion, at the tresatre card-party, the ball,
or the not less unseasonable supper, or assembly.

It is not the least of the advantages of domgstyer that it stands in
open daily protest against these growing obsensotthe mode.
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"l have not time for Family-Worship." In the hyrof our great cities, it is
painful to observe the preference given to Mammaer &od. Look at the
living tide which rolls every morning down suchhetoughfare as Broad-
way! A stranger might be for- given if he suppogskdt the life of each
breathless banker, merchant, or clerk, dependedisoreaching the com-
mercial latitudes within a certain minute. But homany of these have
prayed with their families? Some, we rejoice tadyad; but the mass have
no time for any thing but the world. Unless menl\ake their own souls
and jeopardise the souls of their children, theystnake time for God.
And the more busy, exhausting, and absorbing, aag'sndays are, the
more does he need the deliberate abstraction afiei devotional hour,
such as that of Family- Worship. "Were you formed this world only,
there would be some force in the objection, but lstnange does such an
objection sound in the heir of an eternity?

Pray, what is your time given to you for? Is dtmprincipally that you
may prepare for eternity? And have you no timewbat is the great busi-
ness of your lives?

Again, why do you not plead too, that you havetinge for your daily
meals? Is food more necessary to your bodies, résdagion to your souls?
If you think so, what is become of your understagd® Further, what em-
ployment do you follow? Is it lawful or unlawful? unlawful, then re-
nounce it immediately; if lawful, then it will adinof the exercise of fam-
ily-religion, for God cannot command contradictiprad since he has
commanded you to maintain his worship in your heut®at is demonstra-
tion that every calling which he allows you to @il will afford time for it.

Finally, may you not redeem as much time frone idbnversation, from
trifling, [from the morning papers,] or even frorawr sleep, as may be suf-
ficient for family -religion? May you not order yodamily devotion so
that your domestics may attend upon it, either tgetbey go out to their
work, or when they come to their meals?

"Our family is so small.”

How many are there of you? Are there two? Then, éWghoever twolsee
Matthew 18:19-20)John Howard and his valet, as they journeyed from
place to place, used to have Family-Worship by geves, if they could
get no one else to join them. “Wherever | haven 'téne would say," there
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God shall have an altar.” If there be two of ydwpugh it be but a Ruth and
a Naomi, a mother and her daughter, your familijaige enough to wor-
ship God, and to get the blessing of those who pisim.

“My family is so large; there are so many servaartd so many Vvisitors,
that | have not courage to begin.”

If your family be large, the obligation to begmall the greater. Many
suffer by your neglect. And if your congregation tagmerous, the likeli-
hood that some good will be done is the greaterthiere are more to share
the benefit. And why want courage? Should not thiy Vact that you are
acknowledging God encourage yon? 'Them that homayr will honour.'
Begin it believingly, and in the very attempt cageawill come."

“There are persons present in my house, whoseisupge or intelligence
deters me from the duty."

To this it must be replied, that if such persare sober, wise, and gener-
ous, they will look not only with allowance, buttivikindly regard on the
endeavour; and if they are otherwise, it is too Imiecdemand of an inde-
pendent and a Christian man, that he should fanstant be governed by
their caprices or their censure. The head of alfasghiould assert his au-
thority in his own house.

“I am unlearned, and destitute of gifts."”

Either misapprehension or pride suggests thisabion. It is not a service
which demands genius, erudition, or eloquence. Ywawe education
enough to read a portion of the Scriptures wittpgedy and solemnity.
And you can so far gather your thoughts, by sugtgsemeditation, as to
pour out a prayer to God for those whom you lovkictv will be all the
better for its simplicity of expression. The faradiare few, in which the
father need to tremble before his own dependeritsn Tonsider that the
gift of prayer is from above, and that He who ardshe closet, will aid in
the family group. Unless, indeed, you labour uritierevil consciousness
that you are living in the neglect even of secmraypr, and then, as you
have an additional sin to repent of, so you havadditional duty to per-
form. “What," says one eminent person "have yowysd preaching, Bi-
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bles, and good books so long, and yet do not knnatwo ask of God?
Alas! what have you been doing?"

"My family are unwilling to unite in the service."

This is one of the worst things which can beifiestof a family. Grace-
less, indeed, must those sons or daughters be,catid for an instant
hesitate to accompany their father to the throngrate, or who could
throw any obstacle in the way of such an observavioa have strangely
neglected the maintenance of parental authoritgnyf such temper really
exists. The objection speaks loudly in favour ofanly institution of fam-
ily-prayer, that children may be accustomed toatrf their earliest years,
and not need to be reconciled to the holy custdier & long career of
wayward folly. But granting that the mortifying @ as you have al-
leged, it is only a new proof that you should voade your claim, as a
Christian householder, to rule in your own house.

“The truth is, | am ashamed to begin."

We seriously believe that this single reason ajesrwith more force than
all the others put together; and it is one with ehthwe are constrained to
deal honestly and solemnly. Men who have allowed thouseholds to in-
crease around them without any visible service otl,Gawake to some
sense of their duty, and would attempt the perfoiceaof it, but for a se-
cret dread of the sneer, even of a child or a senReligion frequently
brings men to such a dilemma, and it is a testirafesity. If the scorn of
the world is to decide our conduct, we might ad wkeandon all service of
God at once; but we know the lot of those who ateamed of Christ. We
choose to place the question on this ground, bedaus piety will lead a
man to serve God, in spite of shame. But, in ngalite danger is, for the
most part, one of the imagination. No such ridioul# commonly ensue,
but rather inward approval and increased respent that feeling of
strangeness, which accompanies the entrance omautustomed work,
will wear off, perhaps after the very first trial.

Among these and similar objections which mightsteted, we have not

found one which really goes against the duty itsifwhich contravenes
the reasons heretofore given in this book. Wetaergefore, bound to press
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the immediate performance of the duty upon evengese reader, in the
assurance that so doing he will bless God for ltpemabled him to enter
upon so delightful a service. The days of life fess.

Children are rapidly growing into their habitg fde. Some of them will
soon be beyond your reach. Death will, before lamgrk strange separa-
tions. The night cometh. In prospect of that judgtmehich is nearly im-
pending, be persuaded to lay aside all frivoloususgs, to take up the
cross, and to be in your family, as well as elseetha devout and un-
flinching servant of Christ.

Before removing our hand from these humble laboure must be al-
lowed to add, that there are duties to be perforlnethose also who have
never neglected the outward observance. To be whéatve represented,
Family-Worship must be something more than a fofmeourring service,
however grave, punctual, or decorous. It may degémento a rite as
empty as the sprinkling of holy-water, the recoogtof beads, or the put-
ting on of phylacteries. Under the agency of Inénrace, it is a mighty
instrument for good; but we must concentrate eperyer, to bring out all
its strength.

No care can be too great, which shall make tligy dservice more
seemly, more solemn, more instructive, more intergsand more affec-
tionate. We should prepare for it by preparing hleart. We should ear-
nestly, and every day, make a deliberate and disaffort to free our-
selves from that apathy and that formality, whi¢tach themselves to a
customary service. We should come to it with eaggsnand love, and
should endeavour, by God's help, so to conduct tbashow to all in the
house, that it is a delight, and that our head&rd is, that all may find it a
delight.

We should regard it as a daily avenue to the fesyof our God and Sav-
iour, and in this light as a privilege beyond dilcp. Like the kindred ob-
servance of the Sabbath, (with which it commonénds or falls,) Family-
Worship is observed to be most delightful to thed® bestow the most
pains upon it.

We are too much disposed to rest satisfied with avoiding the sin of
those who altogether neglect domestic-prayer. But Ho we render it?
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Are we in earnest? Are we full of faith? Do oureations flow forth in it?
Do we shun all undue haste? Is our deportment suodn engaged in this
service, that all around us may bear testimonyithata sincere tribute of
our affections to God?

Questions such as these may carry a rebuke ty harseholders. Per-
haps one great cause of that declension of pietghalie so generally la-
ment in our country, is connected with the non-arniance, or the ill per-
formance, of this household duty.

While we content ourselves with vague complaiatg] wait for some re-
viving measures from abroad, here is a home-measdnieh is at every
man's door. So long as every family spies out the af every other, and
bewails the coldness of the body at large, the @y grows; but if each
family, in reliance on God, were to awake to théietuof domestic piety,
household discipline and instruction, and dailyyprawe should behold a
gracious revival in all churches. By the former hogt, no one house is
benefited; by the latter, every house would becaniethel. When shall
we see among us that deeply-pervading nationateistten divine things
which animated all classes in Scotland, at the reged®eformation? Min-
gled, as it doubtless was, with much misapprehensisegard to the con-
nexion of Christ's kingdom with the civil polityt was, nevertheless, a
genuine fire, infinitely to be preferred to the ittpanguors of our Ameri-
can condition in divine things. Nor can we hopedaestitution of this, un-
til religion, and the service of God, be made theag business of every
house.

“Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thanger toward us to
cease. Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? Wititttdraw out thine anger
to all generations? Wilt thou not revive us AGAIN;IAT THY PEOPLE
MAY REJOICE IN THEE?"

Psaltn86.
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