Ba/ancfng Mennonite | raditions
With
Bccoming Al 777//755 to Al Men.

No doubt it might be better if someone could tedl how to do this,
someone who isn't a part of our circles but theairagve don't usually
open ourselves to that, we can have others tedtiuately and it is good to
listen to those things from others privately bus tiitle does imply the pos-
sibility of imbalance and | think we all know howsy that is, imbalance is
a hallmark of the human experience, so it is eadyetover to the one side
of the road or to the other, it is easy to empleasize truth, one aspect of
practice to such an extent as to leave anotherddittee picture largely ig-
nored.

We plead for consistency and we tend to believewiesare at least more
consistent in many ways in our faith and practieentwhat many other
churches are but it is good for us to evaluatewareas consistent as we
ought to be? Are we as balanced as what we thinare/® And I think the
answers to those questions, often when we answse tfuestions we may
discover that we do not have quite the balancewieatught to.

Probably the only person who retained a complekeniba would be our
Lord Jesus Christ, all the rest of us need to gteugvith staying focused
and with all the distractions that we have andralissues that we need to
face within the church and in our evangelistic iests preserving the faith
in the Mennonite tradition, all of those things deto get us a little off
course at times and so it is good for us to keampgieally asking and
regularly asking: “Is this consistent or reasonablénd yet not in a way
that we are unstable or trying to change thingshallwhile, | think that is
another error we can fall into.

Now another thing about balance is that it is reéaind rather much so.
When we talk about balance in outlook and pradime is often some
difference of ideas as to where balance is to bedand that is the reason
why we have the differences in the different chugobups who would be
in the category of Mennonite traditions becaus thelieve that the bal-



ance is found in a slightly different place thanaivtve hold it to be found
at.

So that is another thing that we need to keep imdmihen we start talk-
ing balance, balance is not necessarily in thedtersaand not necessarily
absolute but rather it is more relative.

Now this subject also implies value in Mennonitlitions.

It says balancing Mennonite traditions with becwognall things to all
men but it does suggest even though there is vh&re it suggests that the
preservation of the Conservative Mennonite tradigtould become an end
in itself and | think we could see where we beliévat happens in various
church groups. In other words we could see wheeepiteservation of
Mennonite tradition is a hindrance or can be af@inde to the evangelical
responsibility of the church, the evangelical waseof the church, the
evangelistic efforts and the mission interests Weashould have.

| think by this term Mennonite tradition as a défon that | believe that
I'm putting forward this evening, by that term Menite tradition we
mean the forms and practices held by Conservati@endnites, we should
mark this down that the things that Brother D... a&ing about, it is
very clear that many naming themselves Mennonitesat really holding
Mennonite tradition as we are thinking about.

Getting back to the definition: The forms and pices held by Conserva-
tive Mennonites that were held for the last few dred years including
such things as our understanding in the practictheftwo doctrines of
separation and nonresistance, and such practisasr agorship practices,
particularly segregated seating and a-cappellarginghese | think would
represent just a broad outline of the Mennoniteitin.

Now these Mennonite traditions also include a tifiesand manner of
living that in themselves are amoral; that is r&itivrong nor right in
themselves, and | could include with that the wawhich we conduct our
homes and families, it would include such thingshestype and size of a
housing what we consider adequate and necessargufofamilies, it
would include the condition of our vehicles and bmayhe kind of meals
we make and the close ties we enjoy in family &fed among our own
people.



Because of these things as a group of Conservag¢igple we tend to ap-
pear rather strange, to be a rather strange gstayle to general society
and it is so easy for them to get the impressian We are so close and so
exclusive that "outsiders" are not welcome, bus tkireally not how the
general attitude is of our church, we do not reldiid this, we are a church
that believes in evangelism, we believe in thergpaf souls, we believe
in helping people find and receive Jesus Christ.

We want people to be born again and not only inMieanonite families.
But as | said one of the complications that tendset made in the minds of
others looking on is that we are far too closedythave the right to judge
us as they care to and we must ever keep thatrid.mi

But this now is where we are “all things to all Mieomes into the pic-
ture.

Mennonite tradition, it is balancing Mennonite fitah and not trying to
decide how to downplay that necessarily or gebfithat so that we can be
all things to all men. No, we want to be all thirigsall men and still retain
these distinctives, that is the burden we sensethes evening.

Let's turn to first Corinthians 9 where Paul elates on the outlook of
this “all things to all men” and see what we caarteby way of reaching
other people.

I'd like to read just now verses 15 through 27 f@srinthians 9, the text
is verse 22 where this phrase is found, “all thitayall men.”

"But | have used none of these things: neither hawetten these things,
that it should be so done unto me: for it weredsdtir me to die, than that
any man should make my glorying vol&-or though | preach the gospel, |
have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid aopme; yea, woe is unto
me, if | preach not the gospélFor if | do this thing willingly, | have a
reward: but if against my will, a dispensation bé tgospel is committed
unto me8What is my reward then? Verily that, when | pre#tod gospel,
| may make the gospel of Christ without charget tlebuse not my power
in the gospel!®For though | be free from all men, yet have | madeself
servant unto all, that I might gain the motf®nd unto the Jews | became
as a Jew, that | might gain the Jews; to themdhaunder the law, as un-
der the law, that | might gain them that are urttlerlaw;21To them that
are without law, as without law, (being not withdanv to God, but under
the law to Christ,) that | might gain them that an¢hout law.22To the



weak became | as weak, that | might gain the wkak made all things to
all men, that I might by all means save soAi@&nd this | do for the gos-
pel's sake, that | might be partaker thereof wibh.y¥4Know ye not that
they which run in a race run all, but one receivbthprize? So run, that ye
may obtain2°And every man that striveth for the mastery is terage in
all things. Now they do it to obtain a corruptildewn; but we an incor-
ruptible. 26 therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fightdt as one that
beateth the airz’But | keep under my body, and bring it into subjatt
lest that by any means, when | have preached grgthmyself should be
a castaway." 1 Corinthians 9:15-27.

Now looking at our text in verse 22.

| think what we can see here is the working prilecigi Paul's ministry,
Paul was not a Mennonite | guess as we would utadetsit, we don't
think of him that way but when we think about beaibthings to all men
we are certainly taking this from his words andwamnt to try and find out
the meaning of that as we think of ourselves withi@ Mennonite tradi-
tion.

We see in Paul here the working principle of higistry and I think it is
to be the secret of success for us as well as evestate to others.

Now he is saying that | accommodate, | made mykeifde all things to
all men. | would paraphrase that by saying thattvidaul here is saying is
that: | accommodate myself to others in order togthem to Christ. |
have chosen to be a servant to others in ordeav® them and that is also
stated in first Corinthians 10:33: “Even as | pkeal men in all things, not
seeking mine own profit, but the profit of manyattthey may be saved.”

Now Paul's comments; All things to all men.

What does he mean by this? | said it suggested being to accommo-
date himself but let's think about this.

First under this category for a demonstration o toncept: How did
Paul show that he believed this concept of “alhgsito all men™?

Well let's take the three instances that he giws in verses 20 through
22 he says first of all: And unto the Jews | becandew that | might gain
the Jews.

To the Jews, now we know that Paul himself wasve, it after his
conversion he had to say he had to become a Jé& says here. Notice:



“To the Jews | became a Jew” became as Jew, lstinad act or a con-
scious effort on his part he chose to identify witle Jews so he could
reach them and he did that, he chose to accommditatdewish obser-
vances when it would not in any way violate satatinrough Christ, and
so while he taught and fought vigorously against dewish circumcision
as being a necessary part of salvation he didwé l@aproblem having
Timothy circumcised so that he would be better piExk by both the be-
lieving and unbelieving Jews, you can read abaaittithActs 16:3.

Also Paul willingly took the Nazarite vow there time temple so that it
would, as it says, settle down the prejudice of ythousands of Jews who
believed and many other believers, and that youea in Acts 18:21-26.

Now the next category he talks about here @hese that are under the
law.

Again this phrase describes the Jews not now hy thee but by their
religion and he says that to those who are undefaiv he became as one
under the law so that he might gain them.

Now how are we to understand that?

He was not under the law in the same sense ashhshegwere seeking
to gain, he acted as though under the law, he dikeep anything of the
law as in necessity to salvation again, as peapteywu must, as they did
in Galatians, his reply essentially was: | will nbut if respecting certain
aspects and ceremonies by practice would not eidla Bible principle
and help them reach and redeem them he would do it.

The next category he says arbose without law.

And here too he accommodated himself. These arél&enow that are
in the picture, he accommodated himself, those wéi@ religious but not
religious just like the Jews, they did not knowaare about the law of
Moses and so when preaching on Mars Hill he didal&tin the same vein
of thought as when he preaching in the synagoguets A7:22-23, and |
think this is a point for us in our Mennonite tri@oin that we need to fit our
message to the people we are trying to reach,ioheaV or group it doesn't
matter, whether it is an individual family or grquand when | say fit our
message | do not mean to say that we change owagedut many times
individuals have been turned from us because sodyethol not catch the



spirit, the spirit and burden of the individual whithey were trying to
reach.

So on Mars Hill he didn't talk in the same veirtlafught as he preached
in the synagogue but he appealed to those Geb#l¢aslking of their gods
and their altars and their poets, he knew abowtethbe showed that he
was knowledgeable where they were at and what nvpsrtant to them.

And again it is good, and I'm not saying we neesttly all the false re-
ligions, but when we meet somebody who is holdingtlaer religion and
yet he questioning whether it is really the trutivould be good for us to
look into what those people believe and then ermol@ato show the fallacy
of it.

And he said to them you have an altar to an unkn@ad and | want to
show you who that God is. And that is really thd daat we have, he
shows that he was knowledgeable where they weardatvhat was impor-
tant to them and he sought to reach them at that.po

Galatians 2:4-5, just go over there and see whdtave, he says:

“And that because of false brethren unawares biounghwho came in
privily to spy out our liberty which we have in @G$trJesus, that they might
bring us into bondagéTo whom we gave place by subjection, no, not for
an hour; that the truth of the gospel might corgimuth you.”

So he is there saying that we are not about to gpaee where somebody
was putting forth error, but again notice he did monself become lawless
as he was ministering to those who were without levwremains not under
Old Testament law but under the law to Christ asdyes.

He stayed by Christian principles while seekingctmnect with those
that were without law and so it is for us.

That is why when we think about balancing Mennotriaglition with be-
ing all things to all men it is not a matter oftaking a smoke if someone
offers a smoke because we don't want to offend tbenaking a social
drink because that is the accepted thing theremiogan really kindly re-
fuse those things and | say we can do it politel¢ kindly we need not be
rough and abrasive, but the point is that we rakinemw something about,
that we try to learn whom we are talking to and rehihney are coming
from.



Now the third category here ighose that are weak.

He defines the weak at another place to those whavaak that | might
gain the weak, he defines the weak in such plagsds@orinthians chapter
8 and chapter 10, | won't take time to turn to ¢hésit they were about
Christians with an overly scrupulous consciencé wsuld understand it,
overly sensitive, almost everything and anythinghboed them, they were
just so sensitive that they believed that anythivey did might have been
wrong. People who took idols and the meat offemeddols so seriously,
way too seriously, they were people with conscigmmdblems or scruples
over the observance of various special days as well

And in chapter 8 of first Corinthians he makeslé&ac whether you eat
meat or not eat meat that will not ever commend tpoGod or condemn
you, that comes out very clearly here in the eigtithpter first Corin-
thians, it won't commend or condemn, but verseteiglt meat commen-
deth us not to God for neither if we eat meat aeebetter or if we eat not
are we the worse.

And again in first Corinthians 10:32: “Give nonience, neither to the
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of:Gaxd so looking at this
he states: when you go into the market and you weabtly food don't en-
quire at all about the source of the food, donjuémre about the food, buy
it and eat, no fuss made, but if someone steps ypu and says this was
offered to idols then refrain from it. 1 Cor. 1(35-28, and again it wasn't
that he became weak so as to encourage the weaktioue and be more
deeply ingrained in their over-scrupulousness laihar to help them,
rather to not be an offence to them and back away.

Now let's think some more about how we might apipis.

Did you notice | didn't give you a lot of illustrahs of how this concept
of Paul's is applied, but this is an example inrgday life and | am not
really planning to go into a lot of ways and thirthat we can do to ac-
commodate but rather to give you some principleguide us as we in our
Mennonite traditions seek to reach those around us.

First of all our accommodation must remain withine toounds of the
gospel.

Our accommodation must remain within the boundshef gospel and
this is seen in both verse 16, (1 Cor.9:16) itaersin both verse 16 and



verse 23, he says verse 18For though | preach the gospel, | have noth-
ing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; y@&e is unto me, if |
preach not the gospel!”

The gospel is the good news that there is salvdlioough Jesus Christ
by faith in Him through God's grace we can be sawe®l must be born
again, John 3:7, is the gospel message and whatepsbould be taught
that when being born again is that there is a ahamgis. So we must re-
main within the bounds of the gospel.

Paul was determined to be true to the gospel bgepteng it in its purity,
we need to have that same burden as we relatbeosot

And also in verse 23 by partaking of it and he sdy8And this | do for
the gospel's sake, that | might be partaker thexgbfyou.” 1 Cor.9:23

You see those that he was trying to redeem he wantde a partaker
with them.

By that statement he means that he wanted to deratmshe gospel in
his own life. He had it clear that the gospel theates us is the gospel that
we need to be saved by ourselves and thereforbunden was that he
avoided any inconsistent behaviour as he talkstabbere in verse 27. (1
Cor.9:27).

Perhaps that is one of the greatest problems smiatter of balancing
Mennonite tradition and sharing the gospel witheosh perhaps one of the
greatest problems is that too often the folks tatare trying to reach see
too much discrepancy between our lives and praetngk the gospel that
we are trying to present.

You see it is possible that it is more becauseunfimconsistencies that
bad things are said of us than what it is aboutitthele concept of a sepa-
rate way of life.

So we do not want to keep nor do we not want terédé that which is
sinful as we seek to reach people, nor do we wakeep back anything
essential, any essential truth just because ihpopular, No, we can't do
that. And Paul does not, he is not just teachinrg idat many have taken
from it such as is expressed in that phrase: “WhdRome do as the Ro-
mans do.” He is not teaching that because whatdies suggest is that or
it has come to be interpreted as compliance witse¢haround you even



when you know what they are doing is wrong becayme want to be a
friend to them.

Rather we are to strive to be as Demetrius washoimvJohn declared in
his third epistle that he had a good report ofregh and of the Truth itself.
3 John 1:12.

That is really what we want, we want to strive fleat in our Mennonite
tradition and as we live it out that we will havegaod report of those
around so that they will pay attention and notiseéheey did with the Apos-
tles: “that we have been with Jesus” they will et and want to learn
more about that. A good report of all men and efThuth itself.

You say that if we have a good report of all merylbeawe won't have a
good report of the Truth?

Well maybe that is a tight rope to walk but on ttleer hand it is a possi-
bility because that is how the example is that Dieigesets for us.

We are not to try as someone has said to pleasgb®dy by differing
with nobody, we are not supposed to try that. Ne,nsed to honour truth
in an attitude and in a way that it will be hondaleain the sight of men
and pleasing in the sight of God.

Loving our neighbours does not mean joining therher wrongdoing.

Secondly being all things to all men calls for sethood.

We see that in verse 19: “For though | be freenfidl men, and yet |
have made myself servant to all, that | might ghexmore.” 1 Cor.9:19.

The servanthood idea, being a servant, he livadisservant heart and
mentality, that was the attitude with which he sekvSee how Paul says
it? | have made myself a servant, | made myseHraast, | became as a
servant, | made myself as a servant to all thaghbrgain the more.

And this shows that servanthood was a deliberatesida on his part, a
deliberate decision with the express purpose othimg other people's
lives for good without any self-pity.

So let's try to identify that servant heart jusitaurther.

Now | think again that this point of being all tgsto all men on the
positive side, to be all things to all men in therivionite tradition, we need
to keep ever aware of ourselves, the word | wanhas we do not come
across as having all the answers, that we do notecacross as being
somewhere at a much higher level on the plain oitgality then others.



Now they don't necessarily take that just becauseuo distinctives,
sometimes we get a notion that our plain suitsaanéndrance and yet we
don't expect our sisters to change their attirelad@h't mean that we can't
witness to people in our everyday clothes but waukhnot think about
these distinctives as being really a hindranceuo declaring the gospel
but rather the attitudes that they sense behinddibenctives is what
makes the difference of whether they will be opereteive what we have
to say.

Don't think of yourselves and don't come acroskaasng arrived. When
we come across as having arrived at the ultimaggensonal convictions,
the ultimate in church life, the ultimate in undargling and dedication, |
think we have been acted on by Satan and areritusipride.

Let's remember how Jesus said it once in Luketlsyis He spake this
parable unto those. And it was the parable of tieiBee and the publican,
the one who prayed: Thank God | am not as other aneneven as this
publican, and he went on to name a whole grouptleérothings that he
did, and Jesus said, or the Scripture says thasgdke this parable unto
those who trusted in themselves that they werdeals and despised oth-
ers.

And as | would understand and see that if thatriergg us that is one of
the things that can very quickly turn people offemtthey sense that in us.

Now we should not always be questioning whethex dingtinctive or that
of our faith whether we should drop it. No, not#f there should be a sta-
bility there but we can easily come across withhsare attitude of superior-
ity and because we have that attitude they aretalpek it up very easily
so that they rather are not helped to be savedreuurned away.

| give you this illustration; Many years ago onggm® made this obser-
vation he said: "I like a lot of things about yazrurch.”(l don't remember
the exact words) but then he went on to say tlise’ of the things that
gives him a lot of problems is when he is hearimpgle pray in our
church, (and he referred to the young men of thaiqular church,) when
| hear them pray he says their prayers sound sd ke the Pharisees
prayer!"



And it gave me pause and | just thought we neembs®rve that a little.
Certainly we ought to thank God for our godly hegg and all the things
that we have but this person was seeking and liihgt he saw but did
see something that he didn't like and he did notiben he heard these
prayers in a more intense way that too many of teeanded that they are
not glad that they are not like some other men/Amel. certainly we can be
glad for our redemption but what we have to keepnind there is that
even though we are saved and saved for many yedrsvalking in the
way of Holiness we are still saved by grace, yoel @ed we never get to
where God owed it to us, or we never get to thegthat we are better just
because of who we are.

And we need to keep that straight.

Then we should identify with other individuals as whink of our ser-
vanthood responsibilities.

Seek to put yourself where they are and in thedeshand this is often
quite hard. We live with our own biases and prejadiand we view life
from a certain perspective that tends to limit ability to know exactly
how others feel but what we ought to be tryingitw fout when we are
seeking to help someone, to reach another persthntieé gospel is to try
to ascertain what are they telling themselves, vanatthey telling them-
selves?

So identify with the other individual’s outlook asde, and that can go a
long way when people sense that we are understndiere they are at
and where they are coming from and many timesédanore listening at
first than talking in order to learn that.

Again it isn't the Mennonite tradition that is hog but it is more our at-
titude about ourselves and about our church. Yeulsat may either make
or break that issue.

To identify requires that we pay attention to comiseand reactions, that
we are alert in reaching an other individual whike gospel, perhaps listen-
ing is more than half of the task for us, learretopathise and enter in to
how and what they are feeling.

And learn compassion, you see that is the othagthgeople can sense if
we are really are as caring as we ought to behfmt

We can see how another person ought to changeoltbiegt sense in us a
genuine interests that we really want them to ce@amind certainly people



need Christ above all things and we need to emghaseir need of Christ
above anything else, but if they don't sense iarusterested, caring, un-
derstanding heart we will hardly be able to redant with the gospel.
So it is important to check our attitude toward ¢ine in need.

We need to examine our own actions and reactiodsask ourselves:
“Am | truly representing our church to them and tleed Jesus Christ to

them in a way that is digestible to them in a wawhich they can receive
it?”

Now let's come to conclusion.

| want us to notice that particularly here as wenewover to verse 22,
what he says, what | wanted to point out right ribat all these that he is
doing he says, starting at verse 19:

"....that I might gain the more."

And again in verse 20: "...that | might gain the Jews.that | might
gain them that are under the law;.." verse 21that | might gain them that
are without law."

Verse 22:"----that | might gain the weak:" you see, “....| am madle
things to all men, that | might by all means savmes." 1 Cor.9:19-22.

One more thing that | wanted point out there is:tfihat we cannot save
them all, Paul is saying here that | am made aligto all men and want
to do what I'm doing so that | might gain all meart he says that | want to
save some.

So he didn't have his sights on saving them all.

And | think that is the other truth that we needdoognise, as there are
interested persons they will not all stay interédiecause they will not all
want it, you see.

So let's not be apologetic about our Mennoniteiticad but neither
should we put that forth as first and foremost.

Let us put forward the Scriptures and realise thatMennonite tradi-
tions that we hold dear have to do with our bediefhow separation ought
to be practised, and non-resistance, those thiregBille truths and that is
part of the gospel message that we need to shérdgheim.



By all means save some and by all means please peape for their
good to the edification is the burden of this mgsesa

So may the Lord help us to try and keep learningtwihat balance ought
to be.

Extracts of a message by Brother David.
Decker Lake Mennonite Church.



